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PREFACE 


To  proscrvo  the  Indian  InulitlonH,  UIur  of  boi'dcr  wars,  tlio 

momorios  of  tlio  old  proprietors  and  first  white  settlers,  the 

legends,  anecdotes,  and  events  of  our  mountain  hamlet,  and  to 

afford   some    slight  assistance    to  the   gi*eat   historian    of  New 

Ilampshht)  who  shall   come   horeaflor,  was  why  this  book  was 

written. 

The  author  was  sailing  chip  boats  on  Aiken  brook  one  day 

« 
when   a  very  small  boy.     A  companion,  several  years   older, 

now    llov.  William    MoitIII,  was    planting   potatoes    near   by. 

For  amusement  he  told  tlio  story  of  James  Aiken,  how  liis 

house  was  burned  up,  who  did  it,  and   why,  and  showed  the 

old  collar.    An  intoi*est  was  excited;  it  grew  as  the  yeai*s  went 

by,  and  Uie  result  is  this  history. 

Tlie  writing  of  it  has  not  been  a  labor.     It  has  been  a 

pleasant  pastime,  a  source  of  amusement — "good   ftm."     If 

any  are   disiiOHed   to   smile  at    Hie   writer's   oHbrts,   let   them 

remember  tliat  every  one  must  have  a  little  recreation  of  some 
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kind,  and  that  while  the  writer's  iHeiids  have  enjoyed  them- 
8elvo9  Bomo  by  hunting  and  ilshing,  some  by  music  and  danc- 
ing, some  by  cards  and  gaming,  some  by  squinting  through 
glass  tumblers  and  worshipping  the  god  Bacchus,  some  by 
paying  their  devotions  at  the  shrine  of  Venus,  some  by  buying 
pictures  and  costly  libraries,  some  by  sporting  fine  liorses  and 
canlages  and  building*  magnificent  houses,  some  by  preaching 
and  praying  and  singing  psalms  and  songs,  and  some  in  divei*s 
other  ways  too  numerous  to  mention,  the  author  of  these  pages 
has  passed  many  pleasant  and  happy  houi*s  presoiTing  (ho  inci- 
dents of  his  native  town. 

nut  wo  wish  all  our  roodors  to  know  that  (his  iiloosant 
pastime,  writing  a  town  liistory,  is  a  costly  one;  that  we  have 
not,  cannot,  and  shall  not  make  a  cent  out  of  it;  that,  to  use 
an  expression  of  the  vulgar  world,  ^*  Wo  ai*o  a  good  deal  out 
of  pocket  by  the  operation ; "  and  that  the  whole  thing  is  well 
illustrated  by  the  wise  maxim  that  'Hhose  who  dance  shall 
pay  the  fiddler." 

We  claim  that  this  history  has  one  merit  over  ordinary 
town  histories,  and  that  is  unity.  That  instead  of  being 
heterogeneous  matter  thrown  together  without  any  regard  to 
connection  of  thought,  and  with  no  unity  except  perhaps 
that  of  time,  and  with  no  interest  to  any  one  except  persons 
particularly  acquainted  with  the  town,  we  have  groui)ed  our 
facts  together,  giving  unity  of  thought,  unity  of  time,  and 
we  hope  some  intei*est  to  Uie  genoml  roador. 

We  know  that  the  flrat  two  books  of  Uiis  history  are  no 
more  applicable  to  the  town  of  Warren  than  to  any  otJier  of 
the  neighboring  towns.    But  it  seemed  necessaiy  to  write  them 
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in  ordor  that  it  might  be  Icnown  liovv  thi8  wild  iiortlioni  coun- 
try ciiiiiu  (o  bo  cultivated  and  settled. 

The  citizens  of  Wantjn  should  be  very  happy  that  they 
have  tills  history.  Their  acts  and  those  of  tlioir  ancestors  and, 
tlicir  A*iends  will  be  preserved  as  long  as  the  State  exists. 
They  have  a  bright  and  shining  page,  while  Wonlworth,  Ilora- 
ney,  Ellsworth,  Woodstock,  lientou,  and  riennont,  and  all  Uio 
other  neighboring  lands  round  abont,  have  lost  the  pleasant 
memories  of  tlieir  early  settlers;  and  all  their  historical  data, 
80  rich,  so  entertaining,  has  passed  away  forever.  To-day  tlie 
inhabitants  of  those  regions  are  no  better  off  tlian  tlie  Negroes, 
Hottentots,  or  the  dwellers  on  the  Cannibal  Islands.  They 
have  no  place  in  histoiy,  and  perhaps  never  ^vill  have. 

To  those  who  have  assisted  ns  in  producing  this  work,  we 
tender  our  most  graceful  acknowledgenientj).  Wo  would  men- 
tion Col.  Stevens  M.  Dow,  Anson  Memll,  Ajuos  F.  Clough, 
(jco.  liibbey,  jNaUianiel  Itichardson,  James  Clement,  Mi*s.  Susan 
C.  Little,  Miss  Hannah  B.  Knight,  all  the  town  clerks,  and 
particulai'ly  Uussell  K.  Clement,  as  i)ei*son8  who  have  materially 
aided  us.  We  would  also  i*etuiii  our  most  sincere  thanks  to 
those  pleasant  writers  who  gave  **  Knickerbocker's  History  of 
New  York,"  "  Mai-gai-et,"  and  **  Ruml  Life."  We  have  helped 
ourselves  freely  to  such  portions  of  those  works  as  pleased  us, 
and  while  the  authors  of  them  will  not  suffer,  we  believe  tlie 
good  folks  of  Waii'en  will  bo  much  happier  by  reason  of  our 
literary  larceny.  We  have  also  derived  great  assistance  from 
Vol.  vii.  of  the  N.  H.  Hist.  Coll.,  a  book  dry  as  a  cliip  to  the 
general  reader,  but  one  of  the  most  valuable  historical  works 
ever  published  in  New  Hampshire.    J(ut  most  especially  do  we 
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fee]  thankAil  to  those  persous  who  have  encouraged  us  in  writ- 
ing this  book,  by  phicing  their  names  in  our  list  of  subscribers. 
We  shall  hold  them  in  happy  recollection  to  the  latest  day  of 
our  life. 

In  closing,  we  hope  that  those  who  look  oyer  these 
pages  may  be  in  some  degree  amused,  pleased,  edified,  and 
entertained;  and  that  some  one,  a  native  of  Warren,  may, 
many  years  hence,  revise,  add  to,  and  continue  tliis  history, 
making  a  book  ten  times  better  than  ours. 
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INTliODUCTION. 


WIUCU  GIVES  A  CONaSE  ACCOUNT  OP  THE  DISCOVERY  OP  AMERICA; 
ITS  SETTLEMENT  BY  THE  ENGLISH ;  THE  LOCALITY  OF  WARREN, 
ITS  BOUNDARIES,  MOUNTAINS,  HILLS,  STREAMS,  rRODUCTIONS, 
AND  INHABITANTS. 

America  was  discovered  by  Christopher  Columbas  in 
1492.  The  first  peraiaiicnt  English  settlemeDt  was  tnado  at 
Jamestown,  Virginia,  in  1C07.  New  Uampsliire,  another  British 
province,  was  settled  iu  1623.  These  are  facts  tliat  every  one  is 
presumed  to  know. 

Warren,  the  liistory  of  which  we  now  undertake  to  write,  is 
a  town  in  Now  Uampsliire.  It  is  situated  in  latitude  forty-four 
degrees  north,  longitude  six  degrees  cast  from  Wasliington,  and 
became  a  geographical  fm^.t  July  Htli,  17G3.  Admiral  Warren,  a 
gallant  conunandcr  of  an  English  man-of-war,  was  its  godfather. 
These  are  facts  which  every  one  is  not  presumed  to  know. 

For  Airther  information  we  would  say  that  Warren  is  a 
mountainous  hamlet,  situated  in  one  of  the  western  valleys  of  the 
groat  Wliito  Mountain  range.  The  latter  is  a  cluster  of  lofty 
peaks,  located  a  little  north  of  the  centre  of  the  State,  which 
vary  from  Uirco  thousand  to  six  thousand  throe  hundred  feet  iu 
height.  Four  great  roads  pass  through  these  mountains,  connect- 
ing the  noi'thern  and  southern  portions  of  the  State.  One  leads 
through  tlie  Pinkham  notch,  another  through  the  White  Mountain 

The  White  IIUIb  were  cnUcH  by  the  Indians,  Wanmbekketmethna;  Waum- 
bekket  signiileB  WhitOi  and  Mothna,  mountains. 
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notchy  a  third  througli  the  Francopia  notch,  and  th^  fourth  and 
most  western  one  through  the  Oliverian  notch.  Wanton  is  situ- 
ated on  the  last  mentioned  tliorouglifara. 

Tliat  there  may  he  no  mistake  ahout  the  locality  of  the  town, 
gazetteers  say  tliat  it  is  in  the  very  centre  of  Grafton  Coiinty,  is 
fourteen  miles  fVom  Jlaverhill,  one  of  tlie  shira  towns  of  the 
oounty,  seventy  miles  from  Concoi*d,  tlio  State  Capital,  and  nhioty- 
three  from  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire's  only  seaport. 

.  The  houndaries  of  Warren  are  the  gifts  of  natui*e.  Tts  eastern 
line  runs  over  the  crests  of  three  lofty  mountains.  Mt.  Cushman 
on  Uie  north  rises  like  a  dark  wave  of  the  ocean  3,806  feet  high. 
Mt.  Kineo,  a  hundred  feet  higher,  sweeps  away  in  wavy  crested 
summits  to  the  southeast,  and  Mount  Carr,  blue,  forest-clad,  and 
the  last  of  the  trio,  is  8,500  feet  in  height.  The  south  line  bends 
down  the  slopes  of  Red-Oak  hill,  crosses  the  pebbly-bottomed 
Asquamchumauke,  and  creeps  up  to  the  elevation  of  2,059  feet 
over  Mt.  Sentinel.  The  westeni  line  is  over  a  spur  of  the  latter 
mountain,  crosses  Tarleton  lake  and  Mt.  Mist — so  called  fi*om  the 
vapor  that  sails  up  to  its  summit  fW>m  the  blue  waves — and  finds 
its  northern  termination  on  Webster  Slide  mountain.  The  latter 
is  2,170  feet  above  sea-level,  and  its  precipitous  face  slopes  down 
800  foot  to  tlie  deep  shadows  of  Wachipauka  or  Meader  iiond.  The 
northern  line  rests  upon  the  flanks  of  Owl's  Head  mountain,  8,206 
feet  high,  Mt.  Black  8,650  feet,  ^Moosilauke  about  5,000  foot,  f  and 
Mt.  Watomomee,  a  woody  elevation  of  about  3,000  feet.  The  first 
is  a  most  cuHously  shaiied  mountain.  Like  a  whale — its  head  a 
sharp  angular  peak,  piercing  tlie  blue  ether,  its  dorsal  fin  white 
Jagged  i*ocks,  rising  fW>m  the  dark  forest  of  fira,  its  tail  a  dizzy 
precipice,  sinking  perpendicularly  a  hundred  fathoms  down, — it 
turns  up  its  huge  back  to  be  fanned  by  the  rude  winds.  The 
second,  Mt.  Black  without  a  white  spot  upon  it,  is  a  dark,  sombra 
monument,  rising  in  the  city  of  mountains ;  the  third,  Moosilauke, 
head  and  shoulders  abovje  the  others,  is  monai*ch  of  all,  and  the 

The  height  of  theae  mountiilnB  was  McerUlned  by  Prof.  Guyot,  of  Princeton 
College,  in  Ts57. 

*  Moosilauke  was  so  called  by  the  Indians  IVom  Moosi.  bald,  and  Auke,  a 
place— Bald-place.  On  the  first  maps  It  was  written  Mooshelauke.  then  MooHlie- 
lock,  then  MoosehiUock.    If  any  persons  suppose  it  was  so  coUed  Irom  the  large 

number  of  moose  once  found  about  the  mountain. 

• 

t  Some  say  6|051  foet;  others  say  4,SM  (bet  high. 
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foarthy  Mt.  Waternomoey  is  a  grceu  wooded  moantain  with  three 
round  crests,  and  is  sometimes  known  as  the  souUiem  spur  of  the 
Pemigewassctt  range. 

The  exact  centre  of  Warren  is  the  summit  of  Knight  liill. 
Standing  on  tlio  top,  one  is  surrounded  on  all  sides  by  lofty  crests, 
and  the  forest  hamlet  appears. like  a  huge  bowl,  with  another 
bowl  transparent,  formed  of  blue  sky  inverted  and  placed  over  it, 
and  resting  upon  the  rim  of  mouiitaius. 

Warren  is  well  watered.  The  principal  stream  is  the  As- 
*quamchumauke,  now  called  Baker  river.  It  rises  in  a  little 
meadow  pond  on  the  north  side  of  Moosilauke  mountain.  At 
first  a  wild  torrent,  then  a  bright  pebbly-bottomed  stream,  and 
lastly  a  deep  blue  river,  it  empties  into  the  Pemigewassett.  Its 
Warren  tributaries  lh>m  the  west  are  Morrill,  Berry,  and  Black 
brooks ;  on  the  east.  East  Branch,  Batchelder,  and  Patch  brooks. 
Through  the  nortli  part  of  the  town,  running  into  the  Connecticut, 
is  Oliveriau  brook.  These  are  the  principal  streams ;  but  small 
yet  never-failing  rivulets  gush  fVom  the  mountain  springs  situated 
in  every  ravine,  while  tliero  is  scarcely  a  meadow  which  does  not 
contain  a  fountain  whoso  waters,  cool  and  crystalline,  bubble  up 
from  the  white  sands.  More  than  a  hundred  of  these  musical 
streamlets  make  Warren  one  of  the  best  watered  towns  in  New 
Hampshire. 

Five  sparkling  ponds  lie  sleeping  high  up  among  Wan'en's 
mountains.  Over  on  the  cast  side  of  Mount  Carr  two  bright  gems 
gleam  in  the  greenwood,  wliich  from  their  locality  are  called  the 
Glen  ponds.  Near  Mt.  Mist  is  Kcllcy  pond,  fdrnishing  a  stream 
for  an  old  mill,  and  under  tlie  face  of  precipitous  Webster  Slide 
mountain  is  the  befoi'e-mentioned  Wachipauka  or  Meadcr  pond. 
West  of  Mt.  Mist,  and  kissing  its  sloping  base,  a  crystal  sheen  in 
an  emerald  setting,  is  Tarlcton  lake. 

Within  the  town  arc  numerous  hills,  some  of  which  deserve 
mention,  lied  Oak,  Picked,  Clement,  and  Patch,  each  rise  about 
a  thousand  feet  high  on  the  east  side  of  the  Asquamchumauke. 
Bald,  and  Kniglit,  wood-ci*owncd  heights  of  about  the  same  eleva- 
tion, are  situated  between  the  Asquamchumauke  and  Berry  brook. 

The  luflians  'called  Black  brook  Mikaseota,  or  wiUi  ftiU  spelling  it  was  Iflifc- 
kasteotque,  —  Acteou. 
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Pine  hill  is  a  long  rolling  ridge,  terminating  abruptly  in  Keyes 
ledge,  or  Mt.  Helen,  and  stands  between  Black  and  Berry  brooks. 
Wyatt,  Marston,  and  Beech  hills  are  on  the  western  border. 

Warren  is  rich  in  minerals.  On  Sentinel  mountain  is  a  large 
and  productive  vein  of  ore.  Gold,  silver,  iron,  copper,  lead,  zinc, 
)[>limibago,  molybdenum,  calc-spar,  rati],  opldoto,  beryl,  garnets, 
quartz  crystals,  tourmalines,  and  many  others  are  found.  Near 
the  Summit  are  large  quantities  of  limestone.  Gneiss  and  mica 
slate  abound,  and  the  underlying  granite  which  crops  out  on 
Webster  Slide  mountain  and  Mount  Carr  affords  excellent  build- 
ing material. 

The  first  road  through  Warren  was  the  old  Indian,  trail  enter- 
ing the  town  where  the  Asquamchumauke  leaves  it,  and  following 
the  Mikaseota  to  its  source  in  Wachipauka  pond,  it  descended  the 
slope  of  Webster  Slide  to  the  valley  of  the  Oliverian.  The  second 
was  built  by  the  first  white  proprietors,  and  wound  over  the 
Height  o' land  and  round  the  east  shore  of  Tarleton  lake.  The 
third  was  the  turnpike.  Then  the  road  over  Pine  hill  and  through 
the  Oliverian  notch  was  constructed,  and  last  of  all  the  railroad, 
which  follows  the  old  Indian  trail  with  little  variation  and  leaves 
the  town  by  the  above-mentioned  notch.  Numerous  other  roads 
have  been  made,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  later  inhabitants, 
among  which  is  the  bridle-path  over  Moosilauke  mountain. 

The  climate  is  very  healthy.  Residents  of  the  town  have 
seen  the  snows  of  a  hundred  wintora.  Owing  to  the  elevation  of 
the  valley,  and  to  the  mountains  which  surround  it,  good  sleigh- 
ing often  lasts  from  December  to  April.  The  snow  then  suddenly 
disappears,  frequently  causing  destractive  fk^shets.  Summer 
treads  quickly  in  the  footsteps  of  winter,  tlic  crops  spring  forth  as 
if  by  magic,  and  autumn  never  fails  of  returning  an  abundant 
harvest  to  cheer  Uio  heart  of  the  husbandman. 

The  physical  formation  of  a  country  has  much  to  do  with 
moulding  the  character  of  its  people.  The  Indians  of  New 
Hampshire,  to  whom  we  shall  devote  the  fii*st  book  of  this  history, 
especially  those  who  inhabited  the  centinl  part  of  the  State,  must 
have  been  a  race  of  mountaineers.  As  such,  a  love  of  freedom, 
the  spirit  of  adventure,  and  a  gninite  hardihood  must  have  cliai*- 
acterized  them.    Their  wan  with  the  early  English  pioneers  will 


INnABITAMTS. 


21 


form  the  material  of  book  tlie  second  of  this  very  sedate  and 
trutbfhl  history. 

The  acts  of  the  sixty-five  distinguished  men,  otherwise  known 
as  the  provincial  proprietors  of  Warren,  will  bo  accurately  nar- 
rated in  book  the  tliinl. 

The  present  inhabitants  of  Warren  are  mostly  farmers.  They 
are  tenacious  of  their  rights  and  political  privileges,  and  are  Just 
such  a  hardy  race  as  one  might  expect  to  find  dwelling  among 
granite  boulders,  leaping  torrents,  and  high  hills.  In  the  Kevolu- 
tion  about  one-fourth  of  those  capable  of  bearing  arms  served  in 
the  anny.  In  the  1812  war  they  Airnishod  tJieir  quota  of  troops 
cheerfully,  all  who  went  going  as  volunteers.  The  adventures  of 
the  early  settlors  of  Warren  and  those  of  their  descendants  will 
form  the  subject  of  the  remaining  books' of  this,  we  tinist,  most 
entertaining  history.  .  ^ 
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OONTAINIKOA  HISTORY  OF  A  TRIBE  OF  INDIANS  NEVER  BEFORE 
WRITTEN  BY  ANY  OTIIER  HISTORIAN. 

CHAPTER  I. 

OF  THE  NAME  OF  THIS  TRIBE,  OR  HOW  THEY  CALLED  THEMSELVES 
BY  ONE  NAME  WHILE  FOREIGNERS  CALLED  THEM  BY  ANOTHER, 
TCKIKTHKR  WITII  WHERE  THEY  RESIDED  IN  THE  MOST  PER- 
MANENT MANNER,  AND  WHAT  (HIEAT  TRIBES  LIVED  AROUND 
THEM. 

The  first  sanlight  of  history  begins  to  dawn  upon  that 
liltlo  territory  now  called  Warren,  of  wliieh  we  have  just  given 
such  a  full  description,  about  the  Inst  yeai*s  of  the  sevcntoontli 
century.  It  reveals  a  pleasant  valley  surrounded  by  lofty  moun- 
tains, watorcd  by  a  rapid  river  and  a  hundred  tumbling  trout 
brooks  sparlcling  down  from  the  hills,  and  inhabited  by  a  por- 
tion of  a  small  tribe  of  Indians  Icnown  in  after  years  as  the 
Pemigewassetts. 

Tliis  people  belonged  to  the  Algonquin  race,  which  occupied 
Uie  whole  Atlantic  coast  from  the  gulf  of  the  St.  Lawrence  to 
Cape  Fear.  * 

•BaacroR's  Hist,  of  U.  8.  Vol.  ill.  Chnp.  2S.    Whiton'B  IIlsL  of  N.  H.  0. 
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They  called  themselves  Nipmucks/  a  word  derived  fh>m 
''  uipe/'  meaning  fVcsh  water,  and  ''auke/'  a  place,  an  ''  m''  being 
thi*own  in  by  skillfdl  mannTacturers  of  Indian  words  for  the  sake 
of  euphony, — the  whole  meaning  fresh-water  Indians,  a  name 
used  to  distinguish  tlicm  A*om  tlioso  who  resided  on  the  immediate 
sea  coast,  f 

These  Nipmuck  Indians  were  divided  into  numerous  tribes  or 
flumilies,  each  having  a  head  or  chief,  and  we  ai*e  told  tliat  as 
neighbors  of  tlie  Temigewassotts  ''  a  great  and  powerful  tdbe  " 
lived  on  the  Nashua  stream  and  were  called  Nasiiuas.  X  That 
another  lived  on  the  Sonhegan  river,  and  of  course  were  called 
SouHBGANS.  A  tliird  lived  at  Amoskeag  falls,  and  were  called 
Ahoskeaqs.  a  fourth  inhabited  tlie  beautifhl  inteiTal  at  Con- 
cord, called  by  the  Indians  Pcnnacook,  and  they  wore  Pknna- 
cooKS.  A  fifUi  dwelt  on  Squamscott  river,  now  Exeter,  and  for 
the  same  reason  wei*e  called  Squamscotts.  A  sixth  stopped  at 
Newichannock,  and  thcv  wei-e  Newichannocks.  A  seventh  staved 
at  Fiscataqua  river,  and  they  were  Pascataquaukes.  An  eighth 
built  a  wigwam  city  at  Ossipee  lake,  and  they  were  the  cultivated 
OssiPEES,  with  mounds  and  forts  like  more  civilized  nations.  A 
ninth  built  flourishing  villages  in  the  fertile  valley  of  the  Pequaw- 
ket  river,  and  were  known  as  the  pious  Pequawkkes,  who 
woi*shipped  tlie  great  Manitou  of  the  cloud-capped  Agiochook.  A 
tentli  had  tlieir  home  by  the  clear  Lake  Wlnnepisscogee,  and  wore 
esteemed  'Hhe  beautiiVil  Winnepissaukiks."  An  eleventh  set  up 
tlieir  lodges  of  spinico  bark  by  the  banks  of  Uie  wild  and  turbulent 
Androscoggin  river,  and  woi*e  known  as  ''  the  doa(h-<1caling 
Ai[AUi8<XKS(SiNS."    A  twclith  cultivated  the  (/Oos  intervals  on  the 


«  Dniko'8  niog.  of  IndlMDS,  18, 881.   Ilitft.  of  New  Kiigliinil,  (EMI. 

fThe  Indians  IVom  the  interior  wore  liuown  and  caUed  Hmong  the  tribes  upon 
the  seaahore  bv  the  general  name  of  Nipmucks,  or  Frosli-water  Indians,  and,  true 
to  their  name,  the  Niumucka  usually  had  their  residences  upon  plscesof  still  water, 
the  ponds,  lakes,  ana  rivers  of  tlie  intvri<»r.  Rnt  tlio  Indians  in  the  MciThiiuck 
vallov,  altliougli  properly  Nipniucks  nnd  living  in  distinct  bands  or  tribcH,  M'ero 
usually  callod  by  tliu  Kuglisli,  I'cniiacookM,  itUi. 

1  Nashua  means  the  river  with  a  pebbly  bottom.  Souhegan  is  a  contraction  of 
Sonneganash,  meaning  wom-ouc  lands.  Atfwxkeay  is  derived  IVom  Naniaos  ( n  lisli ) 
and  Auko  (a  place).  Vennacook  is  derived  IVom  rennntpii  ( erookc<1 )  and  Auko. 
StmavMcoUf  trovsi  Asnuain  (water)  and  Auko.  Ntwichannockt  tnnw  Neo  (my), 
Woek  (  a  contraction  lor  Wigwam ),  and  Owannock  ( coniu ).  l*a»c€Utujuaukt^  Ironi 
Tos  (great),  Attuck  (a  deer),  and  Auko.  0«x»//ee,  IVom  Cooasli  ( iiincs)  ami  .SI|>o 
(  a  river),  i'ef/wiwkee)!.  ttom  I'etiiiakis  ( crooked )  and  Auko.  JFinm^fumaukiet,  ft'om 
Wnmo  (bcautiftd),  Mipe  (water),  Kees  (high),  and  Auko.  AttmrUcogi/hts^  tvom 
Namaos  (flsh),  Kees  (high),  and  Auke.  Cuosucks,  fVom  Cooash,  pines.— Potter's 
Hist,  of  Manchester. 
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Connocticut,  and  were  called  ''  the  swift  deer-banting  Goosuokb.'* 
Besides  these  twelve  tribos.  Just  equal  in  number  to  the  tribes 
of  tlie  children  of  Israel,  the  Pemigewassetts  also  had  as  neighbors 
in  New  Hampshire,  and  along  its  present  borders,  the  Winke- 
GOWETTs/  inhabiting  a  beautiful  pine-tree-place  in  the  southeast 
comer  of  the  State,  the  Wachusetts  living  about  the  mountain  of 
that  name  in  Massachusetts,  the  Agawams  residing  at  the  mouth 
of  tlie  Merrimack,  the  Pawtuckcts,  who  fished  at  Pawtucket  falls, 
and  several  small  tribes  upon  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut  river 
whose  names  ai*e  unknown. 

All  these  various  tribes  derived  their  pretty  names  Arom  some 
prominent  object  in  the  territory  wliich  they  inhabited.  Thus  the 
Pemigewassetts  are  so  called  from  tlie  principal  river  that  flowed 
through  their  hunting  grounds.  That  Uie  places  inhabited  by  the 
Indians,  neighboring  to  the  Pemigewassetts,  did  not  derive  their 
names  from  the  name  of  the  tribe,  c^n  be  seen  by  examining  the 
derivation  of  the  names  themselves.  For  instance,  we  are  told 
that  Pascataqua  means  ''  great  deer  place."  Now  we  have  too 
much  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  noble  Pascataquaukes  to 
believe  they  would  like  to  be  called  gi'eat  deer,  or  rather  great 
cowards.  Again,  Nashua  means  the  river  with  a  pebbly  bottom; 
and  we  cannot  think  those  red  men  intended  to  call  themselves  the 
pebbly-bottonied  Indians,  The  literal  significance  of  the  word 
Pemigewassett  is 'Hhe  crooked  mountain  pine  plnce" — a  name 
that  will  answer  well  enough  for  a  river,  but  would  not  at  all 
describe  the  hardy  race  of  Indian  mountaineers  that  hunted  in  the 
pleasant  territory  of  Warren.  They  were  not  crooked  childi*en 
but  straight  as  arrows;  they  were  not  mountains,  except  in  firm- 
ness and  strength ;  nor  were  they  pines,  for  that  is  a  soft,  brittle 
woo<l,  and  they  were  tough  as  oaks.  We  conclude  that  tlie  Pem- 
igewassetts, and  all  those  uumorous  tribes  who  called  themselves 
Nipmucks,  received  their  name  from  foreigners  in  pretty  much 
the  same  nuuiner  that  Boston  men  are  called  Bostoiiians  and  the 
highly  moral  men  of  Gotham,  Gk>thamites. 

The  difTerant  families  of  these  several  tribes,  neighbors  of  our 
Pemigewassetts,  wei*e  not  very  careful  to  confine  their  residences 

«  WinneeowtUa,  IVom  Winne  ( beautiful),  Cooash,  and  Auke.— Potter's  IliBt.  of 
Mnnchesteri  88. 
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to  any  particular  locality/  but  ^nerally  chan^d  them  several  times 
in  a  year,  and  changed  their  names  as  often  as  they  changed  their 
residences.  Consequently  when  a  few  families  went  to  Amoskeag 
falls  to  flslrthey  were  Amoskeags ;  if  they  went  to  the  rich  inter- 
vals of  Pennacook  to  plant  tliey  were  Pennacooks ;  if  they  went 
later  in  the  season  to  Wiimepissiogco  lake,  where  they  could  fish 
thraugh  the  ice  and  hunt  on  the  hills,  to  spend  the  winter,  they 
were  Winnepissaukies, — and,  furtliermore,  any  tribe  had  but  to 
say  presto  and  travel,  and  they  immediately  changed  into  some 
other  great  tribe: 

Whore  in  Warren,  '*  the  beanti  Ail  bowl  of  the  mountains,"  did 
the  Femigewassetts  live?  They  had  numerous  camping-grounds, 
but  several  places  are  particularly  shown,  where  it  is  said  they 
built  their  wigwams. 

On  the  right  bank  of  the  Asquamchumauke,  and  a  few  rods 
below  the  large  railroad  bridge*  that  spans  its  waters,  was  a  fertile 
meadow.  Hero  was  a  planting  place.  Arrow-hoads  have  been 
found  there,  and  the  ridges  where  the  corn  grew  were  seen  by  the 
first  settlers.  But  the  Indians  who  sometimes  lived  hore  left  a 
monument  more  enduring  than  the  little  mounds  where  they 
hilled  their  com.  Twenty  rods  back  from  the  river,  and  fifty  feet 
higher  thau  the  running  water,  a  ti*ap  dyke  cuts  across  a  high 
ledge,  known  as 

INDIAN   ROCK. 

On  its  top  are  formed  four  smoothly  cut  bowls.  Linos  connecting 
them  would  point  east  and  west,  north  and  south.  Such  regularity 
shows  that  they  cannot  be  '^  pot-holes,''  and  they  were  without  doubt 
formed  by  the  Indians.    This  settlement  was  on  the  Indian  trail. 

*Prom  thick  warm  valloys  whoro  tliey  winter  tlioy  i*oniove  a  llttio  nearer  to 
tlieir  Bummer  lloldH.  Wlien  it  i8  warm  Mpring  tlioy  remove  to  tlicir  lieltlH,  wliere 
they  plant  com.  In  middle  summer,  beciAiBO  of  tlie  ubuudance  or  lloaa  wlilch  tlio 
du»t  of  the  bouse  breotls.  they  will  fly  and  remove  on  a  sudden  to  a  IVesh  place. 
And  sometimes  having  fields  a  mile  or  two  or  many  miles  assunder,  when  the  work 
or  one  Held  is  over  they  remove  hence  to  tlio  other.  If  death  call  in  amongst  them, 
they  presently  remove  to  a  IVosh  place.  If  an  enemy  appi-oach  tlicy  remove  to  a 
thicket  or  swampi  unless  thev  have  some  fort  to  remove  into.  Sometimes  tliey 
remove  to  a  hunting  liouse  in  the  end  of  the  year  and  forsake  it  not  until  tlie  snow 
lies  thick;  and  then  will  travel  home,  men  women  and  cliildi'en.  tlirough  the  snow 
thirty,  yea  fifty  or  sixty  miles.  Hut  tiieir  great  ramove  is  rt'om  tlieir  suinmer 
fields  to  warm  and  thica  woodv  bottoms,  wliore  they  winter.  They  are  quick  in 
half  a  dav,  yea  sometimes  in  a  row  hours  warning  to  be  gone,  and  the  house  is 
up  elsewnere,  osnecially  if  thev  have  a  few  stakes  ready  pitclied  for  their  mats.  I 
once  in  my  travels  lodged  at  a  house  at  wliidi  in  my  return  I  lioped  to  have  lodged 
again  the  next  night,  but  the  house  was  gone  in  that  interim  and  1  was  glad  to 
lodge  under  a  tree.— Uoger  Williams'  Key,  8  Mass.  Hist.  Coll.  213. 
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Then  there  were  indications  of  another  BotUoment  near  Beach- 
hill  bridge  over  Black  bi*ooky  or,  as  they  caUed  it,  the  Mikaseota. 
Tills  was  a  favorite  place,  and  old  Indians  came  back  and  camped 
there  even  after  white  settlers  liad  moved  Into  tlie  valley. 

A  high  embankment  known  as  the  Blue  ridge  connects  the 
base  of  Keyes  ledge  with  the  foot  of  Sentinel  mountain.  This  is 
the  southern  shore  to  what  is  now  caUed  Runaway  pond.  Where 
the  water  burst  through  is  plain  to  be  seen,  and  on  the  rocks  of 
the  former  beach  are  yet  tlie  marks  scored  by  the  tumbling  waves 
and  dashing  ice.  The  broad  acres,  once  tlie  bod  of  tlie  X)ond,  are 
now  fertile  meadows.  Tliey  were  never  ftilly  overgrown  by  forest 
trees.  Mounds,  wlioro  the  Indians  stored  their  corn ;  ashes,  where 
burned  tlie  wigwam  fires;  pieces  of  rude  pottery,  axes  of  stone, 
arrow-hciuls  turned  up  by  tlie  ploughshare,  and  graves  under  the 
shadow  of  Marston  hill,  tell  that  here  once  was  an  Indian  village. 
By  it  ran  tlic  trail  *  leading  to  the  land  of  the  Coosucks.  In  front 
wonnd  tlieir  Mikaseota,  silent  and  dark,  and  near  by  the  bright 
water  of  Ore  hill  bi*ook  Hashed  in  the  rocky  glen.  Here  the  steep 
hills,  that  once  sloped  down  to  the  curling  waves,  protected  A*om 
the  chill  winds  the  Iiuliairs  nini/^,  his  pumpkins,  squashes,  and 
beans,  which  grew  in  tliese  most  fertile  meadows. 

Then  by  tlie  mouth  of  Berry  brook, — the  stream  that  comes 
down  through  the  dark  ravine  from  Moosilnuko, —  was  a  planting 
place.  J>ebris  from  the  wigwams,  rude  implements  of  husbandry, 
of  hunting  and  (ishing,  have  been  found  here. 

High  up  on  a  plateau  of  Moosllauke  mountain  lies  one  of  the 
most  fertile  farms  of  Warren.  On  its  eastern  side  is  a  dark  ravine 
a  hundred  fathoms  deep.  Tlu'ough  tliis  rushes  a  foaming  torrent, 
the  head-waters  of  the  As(iuainc}iumaukc.  On  the  iiortli  tlie  loRy 
Moosilauko  shoots  up  five  thousand  feet ;  Mts.  Waternomee, 
Cuslinian,  and  Kineo  are  on  the  Icll,  a  woody  mountain  ridge  runs 
to  tlie  valley  on  the  right,  in  front  are  Mount  Carr  and  Mt. 
Sentinel,  and  through  the  passes  and  over  hills  may  be  seen  the 
distant  inoiinlaiiis  of  tlio  soutliwest.  Near  the  eastern  edge  of  Uie 
plateau  bubbles  up  a  clear,  cold  spring.  A  little  stream  flowing 
therefrom  winds  for  a  considerable  distance  nearly  parallel  to  the 

*  It  in  admirable  to  sec  what  paths  their  naked  hanlcne<l  feet  haTO  made  in  the 
wilderness,  in  most  stoney  and  rocky  places.—  Roger  Williams'  Key. 
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brink  of  tlio  ravine  and  then,  flashing  among  the  l>onldor8,  leaps 
down  throngh  a  deep  gnlly  to  ilio  torrent.  Between  tlie  spring 
and  the  brink,  in  a  grove  of  tall  hemlocks,  Indian  implements  * 
discovered  show  that  here  also  was  once  an  Indian  village. 

Bnt  the  Pomigewassctts,  as  we  have  gently  intimated  before, 
were  not  confined  to  the  woody  territory  of  Warrau.  They  had 
ample  hunting  grounds,  larger  than  any  of  the  other  great  tribes 
we  liave  mentioned.  The  Height  o'  land  was  their  northern  boun- 
dary and  the  Connecticut  river  was  on  the  west.  The  gi*cat  White 
mountains  were  on  the  east,  while  on  the  south  was  the  land  of  the 
Feunacooks  and  the  Winnepissaukies. 

Their's  was  a  beau ti Ail  country.  No  clearer  and  mora  spark- 
ling rivers  could  be  found  in  the  world  than  the  Asquamchumanko 
and  Pomigewassett ;  no  brighter  and  more  smiling  lakes  than  the 
Newfound  and  the  Sqnam,  and  no  more  glorious  nionn tains  than 
Moosilauke  and  the  Haystacks.  Uy  Sawheganot  and  Livennoro 
falls  were  the  best  of  fishing  places,  and  at  the  confluence  of  the 
Asquamchumauke  and  Pemigewassott  were  the  broad  and  beau- 
UfUl  intervals  of  the  tribe.  No  place  more  fertile  cum  bo  found  in 
New  England.  Luxuriant  grasses  and  wild  flowers  growing 
with  tropical  exubemnce,  clusters  of  noble  elnis  with  waving 
branches,  a  dense  forest,  hills  and  wood-crowned  summits  on  the 
border,  and  lofty  mountains  in  the  distiiuce,  often  snow-capped  at 
midsummer,  made  this  spot  a  wild  paradise.  Ilidgcs  where  the 
corn  was  planted,  ashes  whei*e  the  Migwam  was  built,  mattock8 
made  from  the  bone  of  a  moose's  thigh,  rude  postles  and  knives 
of  stone,  gouges,  and  arrow  and  spear-heads  here  found,  show 
that  this  was  the  chief  planting  place  of  tlie  tribe.t  Heru  also 
was  frequently  the  royal  residence,  and  without  doubt  the  Indians 
had  encamped  hei*e  for  centuries. 


There  was  reallff  hut  one  tribe  of  Indiana  in  New  JIauipthire,  tke  NipmuckSf  as 
theif  called  themeelvee.    The  division  of  this  tribe  into  teti  or  /Uteen  small  but  disiin- 

thed  tribes  is  but  a  pleasant  fancy  of  ffretU  Indian  ilistitrtaus^  and  ice  hare  been 
pleased  to  kttsnor  that  fancy.    Tliu  NliiiiiiicikH  lu^luiiiritil  hh  uitirli  lu  uiw  mM'Uoii  til'  Urn 


ffulshed  tribes  is  but  a  pleasant  fancy  of  aretU  Inditm  IlisUtrMns^  and  we  hare  been 

{tieased  to  kttsnor  that  fancy.  Tliu  NliiiiiiicikH  lu^luiiiritil  hh  uitirli  lu  uiw  mM'Uoii  til'  Urn 
iiato  n»  to  luiotliur,  niitl  iiiiinblteU  all  HvctiuiiH,  tH*Ulng  ii|»  Uiuir  wiKwiiiiiH  wiifiwor 
they  could  And  irootl  bunting  gi'ouiMlii,  JlHlihig  wulent,  iiud  i>liintinic  plat'cti.  I'oitur 
MVii  ilio  Mow  iltuii|>Hlilro  InuijinH  wt^ro  nil  Mi|iiiiuckM.  iind  DriiKu  Hiiyn  tliti  Hiiinti 
Uiiug— aud  tlioy  Imvu  givuu  tlio  uiatlvr  uiui-u  iisttuiiirli  lliuii  all  otiiorh  whu  linvu 
wriUen  upon  tlie  «ubject.  Xverp  town  in  New  Hampshire  htu  had  a  portitm  of  a 
tribeof  Indians  €U  some  time  residing  wUhin  its  bonlers^  ami  that  was  the  Nipmuck. 

*NAtliaiiiel  Merrill.  Sil,  found  a  bouulinil  Indian  niHJ»tone  liowl  at  tliin  |ilai*u. 

tAtthemouUi  of  Uokor  rivtir»inthotownorriyuiuutli,N.  II.,  tliu  Indians  Imd 
a  aeUlemcnt,  where  liave  been  found  Indian  gravoH»  bonofi,  gun-ban*ul8,  Htoncnior* 
tars,  pestlot,  and  other  ntounils  in  use  among  llieu.—  I.  Varnior  &  Mooru'H  Col.  lis. 


CIIAITER  II. 

CONTAINING    TIIE    ORIGIN    OP    THB  PEM10BWA88BTTS,  WITH  A    FEW 
PROFOUND  THEORIES  VERY  INTERESTING  TO  KNOW. 

Whence  came  the  Femigewassotts  ?  Whence  all  the 
rod  men?    These  are  not  easily  answered. 

Naturally  one  would  turn  to  the  Indians  and  seek  the  informa- 
tion IVom  them.  The  medicine  man,  priest,  or  panisee,  when 
asked  tlio  question  would  reply,  as  he  often  has,  as  follows : 

''  The  first  pair  of  mortals  crept  Ax)m  a  hole  in  the  earth, 
climbing  up  by  a  grape-vine,"  to  inhabit  a  world  that,  as  some 
say,  had ''  grown  out  of  a  tortoifte's  back,"  or  as  otlioi*s,  ''  the 
globe  reconstructed  fVom  the  earth  clutched  in  a  muskrat's  paw." 

Or  tlie  gi*oat  legend  man  of  another  tribe  would  say  that  man 
WAS  brought  to  earth  on  tlie  back  of  the  white-winged  bird  of 
heaven. 

The  traditions  of  another  would  have  it  that  the  land  was 
lKK>plod  by  "  a  few  wanderers  fi*om  the  seven  caves  ( if  any  oiib 
can  tell  where  tliey  are),  veiling  their  god-like  powers  of  terror 
with  hissing  rattlesnakes  fearfVil  only  to  othera." 

Then  it  was  often  told  round  the  wigwam  fire  how  a  mam- 
moth bull  jumped  over  the  great  lakes  witli  tliet  first  Indians  on 
his  back,  and  how  a  grape-vine  carried  a  whole  tribe  across  the 
Mississippi. 

Now  these,  and  very  many  moi*e  like  them,  wero  all  satisflic- 
tory  answera  to  the  Indians  themselves,  but  did  not  at  all  clear 
up  tlie  mystery  of  the  origin  of  tlie  Indians  to  the  minds  of  the 
pious  missionaries  who  first  came  among  tliem,  or  the  host  of 
Indian  historians  who  have  sprung  up  in  later  years.  Conse- 
quently theories  without  number  have  been  started,  a  few  of 
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which  the  most  important  we  will  mention  biiefly,  as  ihey  will  aid 
the  enquiring  i<eadcr  greatly  in  solving  the  momentous  question. 

Christopher  Colon — oUicrwise  the  gi*oat  Columbus — immedi- 
ately upon  his  discovering  the  red  men  in  the  West  Indies  began 
to  theorise  upon  their  origin,  and  concluded  they  were  the  people 
of  the  ancient  Ophir,  fi*om  whence  Solomon  procured  the  gold  to 
embellish  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  and  **  imagined  that  he  saw 
the  remains  of  fVimaces  of  veritable  Hebraic  constioiction  em- 
ployed in  refining  the  precious  ore/' 

Numerous  writers,  following  the  gi*cat  discovoixir,  asserted 
without  the  least  hesitation  that  the  Jews  were  the  early  Bcttlei*8 
of  America,  and  many  pious  authors  i*eJoiced  that  they  had  found 
at  last  tlie  abode  of  the  ten  lost  ti-ibes  of  tlic  child i*cn  of  Israel. 

Then  learned  authoins  arose  who  said  Nortli  Amciica  was 
peopled  by  a  colony  of  Norwegians,  and  a  generation  of  later 
writers  were  sure  tliat  the  newly  discovered  land  was  peopled  in 
remote  ages  by  the  Chinese. 

As  time  passed  on,  one  distinguished  histodan  ascribed  the 
settlement  of  America  to  the  Egyptians ;  another  to  the  Scandi- 
navians ;  a  third  to  the  Gauls ;  a  fourth  to  the  Celts ;  a  fifth  to  the 
Phoenicians,  and  a  sixth  to  tlie  Carthagcniaiis,  and  numerous 
others  to  as  many  difierent  peoples  and  nations, — each  author 
bringing  a  cloud  of  witnesses  and  numerous  tomes  of  written 
evidence  to  snppoii*  his  theory. 

In  later  times  distinguished  antiquanans,  bringing  to  bear  the 
light  of  natui*al  science  and  modern  geographical  discoveries, 
have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  America  was  not  peopled  by  tlie  • 
Norwegians,  Celts,  or  Gauls, — marching  tVom  Europe  by  a  pleas- 
ant i*oute  across  frozen  rivers  and  arms  of  the  sea  through  Iceland, 
Groonlaud,  and  Ijabmdor;  neilhcr  thul  lliuy  sailed  direct  IVoni 
Egypt,  Phoenicia,  or  Carthage,  westwaixl  across  the  Atlantic,  or 
fi*om  China  eastward  aci*oss  the  Pacific ;  but  that  they  came  in 
veritable  birch  canoes  fVom  the  northeast  corner  of  Asia,  coasting 
with  a  pleasant  braeze  along  the  Aleutian  isles,  or  sailing  in  the 
most  daring  manner  directly  across  Behring's  ^traits — ibrty-four 
miles  wide — with  three  small  islands  intervening  at  equal  dis- 
tances for  convenient  resting  places. 

Others  are  so  kind  that  they  have  constructed  in  remote  ages 
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an  exceedingly  6ti*ong  bridge  of  ice  across  Uie  above-named  strait, 
over  which  tlic  red  men  could  pass  dry  shod. 

It  is  said,  with  how  much  truth  wc  know  not,  that  the  Esqui- 
maux of  Asia  and  those  of  America  ara  of  the  same  origin,  as  is 
proved  by  tlio  ailinity  of  tlieir  language,  and  the  latter  probably 
emigrated  from  the  former  country — coming  over  in  canoes  or  on 
the  convenient  bridge  of  ice.  Also  tliat  the  Tungusians  of  Asia* 
are  identical  with  the  rod  men  of  America;  only  this  cannot  be 
proved  by  their  language,  but  by  similanty  of  featuros,  hair,  and 
complexion. 

Certain  it  is  thero  aro  many  who  do  not  believe  the  last  men- 
tioned theories  any  more  tlian  tlie  former,  and  assert  that  the 
Indians  had  an  Adam  and  Eve  of  their  own,  who  lived  moro  than 
a  hundred  and  flfly  thousand  years  ago  upon  that  strip  of  land 
seen  to  the  northward  from  the  top  of  our  Pemigewassett's  loved 
Moosilauke,  and  which  was  once  the  only  land  in  the  whole 
world,  an  island  washed  on  eveiy  side  by  a  boundless  and  un- 
known ocean. 

From  this  we  aro  to  infer  that  Asia  was  peopled  from  Amer- 
ica, and  not  vice  versa,  as  was  gravely  asserted  in  former  times. 

Others  there  are  who,  discarding  all  the  former  theories,  assert 
that  the  human  race  had  diverse  origins,  by  the  development  pro- 
cess, as  unfolded  by  the  great  Darwin,  in  which  he  makes  man  to 
have  descended  by  natural  selections  and  gradual  development 
A*om  the — oyster,  or  some  other  equally  distinguished  croation  of 
animal  life.  Our  noble  tnbe  on  the  banks  of  the  Pemigewassett 
must  have  felt  honored  had  they  but  known  from  what  noble 
ancestors  they  descended. 

Dissenters,  who  do  not  believe  in  the  unity  of  the  human  race, 
affirm  that  the  five  species  of  men  each  had  a  differont  origin — 
five  different  paii*s  of  fli*st  paronts.f  But  these  are  only  an  aristo- 
cratical  sort  of  people,  who  do  not  like  to  acknowledge  themselves 


*('ni>lnln  liny,  of  Ihc  wlinloHliip  Hu)ifM*i<>r,  toHiillcfi  tlinl  while  lin  wm  nnliin^  nt 
noliring'ii  i«trfiiU  lt«^  naw  cniiopn  goitiff  fVoiii  niio  continent  to  the  other.  The  origin 
or  tho  native  Anioricnnfl  If)  thuH  evicUnirly  cxplnined.  It  htw  uIro  been  obftervctl 
that  North  Americans  have  habits  and  manners  similar  totheTchuktchians.Kamt- 
seliatkans,  Yakoiitsks,  and  Korlaks  of  Asia.  A  similarity  in  the  language  has  also 
been  discovered.— >  History  of  the  Abnakis,  13. 

tThey  say  It  would  have  been  Just  as  easy  for  the  Creator  to  have  made  Ave  or 
twenty-five  dUTereut  races  of  men  as  it  was  to  have  made  one. 
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to  be  cousins  to  the  Hindus,  Hottentots,  and  Negroes,  perhaps  to 
the  gorilJas  and  orang-otangs. 

We  do  not  propose  to  go  fiii*ther  in  this  antiquarian  or  anthro- 
pological expedition,  but  think  that  our  i*eadei*8,  tvom  what  has 
been  thus  briefly  presented,  will  come  to  the  sage  conclusion  that 
the  Pemigewassetts  came  fh>m  somewhere,  the  Lord  only  knows 
where,  and  inhabited  the  fair  valley  of  the  Asquamchumauke  for 
long  centuries  befoi*e  the  advent  of  the  white  man. 


CHAPTER  III. 

ABOUT  ACTKON — rOLITKLY  CALLED  OLD  ACTRON — AND  WHAT  HK 
AS  WELL  AS  OTHERS  SAID  OF  TUK  MANNERS  AND  CUSTOMS  OF 
THE  PEMIGEWASSETTS. 

In  a  liUlo  old  legendary  manuscnpt  histoiyy  where  the 
Imiidwrithig  was  decidedly  poor  and  the  spellhig  none  of  the  best, 
said  to  have  been  written  by  Colonel  Obadiah  Clement  in  his 
yoanger  and  palmiest  days,  are  related  many  and  wonderful 
tliingHy  rcpor(<;d  to  have  boon  told  Iho  Colonel  by  an  Indian  *  who 
had  soon  more  than  a  hundred  and  twenty  wintera,  and  who  was 
wont  to  stop  at  his  inn,  about  the  i*ed  men  that  once  resided  on  the 
head  waters  of  tlie  Asquamchumauke.  We  have  made  the  most 
diligent  search  for  this  exceedingly  entertaining  work,  and  al- 
tliough  wo  found  his  few  poems  and  a  lengthy  religious  experience 
written  out,  and  numerous  other  interesting  papei's,  yet  wo  wore 
never  able  to  lay  onr  hands  upon  it.  But  we  have  no  doubt  tliat 
a  work  written  by  Colonel  Clement,  containing  divers  and  sundry 
facts,  did  once  exist,  which  like  many  another  gi*eat  production  is 
now  lost  to  the  world  forever.  In  fact,  we  have  met  witli  one 
person  who  claims  to  have  read  the  identical  history,  and  from 
him  we  learned  many  a  fond  tale  which  he  said  his  grandfathers 
manusciipt  i*ecountcd.  These  we  have  scrupulously  written 
down,  preferring  to  give  them  as  heard  rather  tlian  to  tnck.tliem 
out  in  all  the  bcautifnl  adornings  and  gay  imnges  of  rhetoric. 

The  old  Indian,  whose  name  was  Acteon,  as  tradition  has  it, 

■  ,.<■• 

*Jo(iopli  Clement  and  Jftmcn  Clcinnnt  both  vouch  for  tho  InfUnn. 

In  l?ifl  tliiH  Hninc  Acl4>on,  itt  llio  hrail  of  ton  JndinnB,  fiiin>rii«c(l  tlic  Tninily  of 
Phillhi  Diirrcll.  at  Konnt^huuk,  Mo.,  liiinuNi  thn  lioimo  an<l  nnrritMl  away  ton  per* 
nonit  inUt  r:t|itivlty.  Acteon  waff  a  Nipmunk,  although  thcro  waa  much  «ll8puto 
as  to  where  ho  was  bom.—  Drake's  ImL  Biog,  336, 

o 
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narrated  how  Umt  the  Pcmigewassott  tiihe  wci*o  a  Jovial  sot  of 
wandering  hunters,  going  from  one  end  of  tlicir  hunting  grounds 
to  the  otlier  in  a  single  season,  and  huilding  for  themselves  every 
time  they  stopped  to  plant,  fish,  or  hunt  fuiiy  wigwams  "^  to  protect 
them  ft*om  the  weather.  These  mountain  Indians  had  a  taste  for 
the  beautiful,  and  Uieir  forest  halls  wera  elaborately  constructed, 
splendidly  ornamented,  and  furnished  with  the  most  artistic  skill. 
A  smooth  plat  of  graiuid  was  chosen  among  the  embowering 
trees,  near  which  a  blight  cold  spring  gushed  up  from  the  white 
sand,  or  by  which  a  sparkling  brook  danced  in  circling  eddies 
among  tlie  rocks«  Sometimes  they  chose  the  bank  of  the  river, 
and  again  the  margin  of  the  shining  Inko. 

In  building  their  palaces  they  were  the  sole  architects  and 
artificer,  and,  being  able  to  do  so  many  things,  they  would  have 
been  teimed  in  Yankee  land  jacks-at-all-trades. 

Yet  tliey  i*earod  no  marble  or  granite  halls.  They  plante<l 
numerous  sapling  poles  in  the  ground,  at  equal  distances  A*om  a 
given  point  called  the  centre;  these  were  all  bent  toward  each 
other  till  they  mot  and  formed  a  slmi'p  cone,  when  they  were  thero 
fastened.  Spruce  or  birch  bark  was  neatly  shingled  all  over  this 
light  flumework,  save  a  small  opening  on  the  top  and  another 
about  two  feet  wide  and  thi*ee  feet  high,  on  the  southeast  side. 
The  fii*st  was  never  closed,  no  doubt  being  left  open  that  the 
smoke  of  the  Hre,  which  was  always  built  in  the  centra  of  the 
palace,  might  easily  escape, — perhaps  also  for  ventilation — while 
the  second,  which  answered  for  a  royal  entrance,  and  was  really 
larger  than  that  through  which  the  dirty  philosopher  DiogeiioH 
enterad  his  tub,  was  stopped  by  the  shaggy  skin  of  a  bear.  Mats 
were  placed  upon  the  gi*ound,  and  these  were  covered  with  rich 
furs.  Dishes  of  birch  bark,  shells,  and  gourds ;  bows  and  arrow- 
filled  quivers,  tomahawks  and  seal  ping-knives;  spears,  paddles, 
pipes,  and  tobacco — in  line,  all  the  treasures  of  mighty  warrioi^;, 
together  with  the  scalps  of  enemies,  were  hung,  like  trophies  in 
old  bai*onial  halls,  upon  the  pillara,  architraves,  cornices,  lluted 
shafts,  friezes,  and  capitals  of  the  stately  pole  and  bark  editice.f 

*  The  men  make  the  poles  or  Btoket,  but  the  women  make  and  set  up,  take 
dovm,  order,  and  carry  the  household  stnir.— Roger  Williams'  Key. 

t  Deer  skins,  or  those  of  some  other  animal,  were  hung  at  those  apertures  to 
^ake  the  place  of  doors^  im4  W9re  pushed  aside  when  they  wished  to  enter  or  pass 
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Tlio  palaco  of  Vorsailles,  tho  Ej*cinlin  of  Moscow,  or  tlio  halls  of 
St.  James  have  not  half  the  beauties  these  woodland  lodgpes  and 
their  surroundings  possessed.  Fountains  and  baths  in  silvery 
sandsy  witii  i1owei*fl  smiling  on  tlio  mossy  rim;  long  aisles  amid 
the  miglity  colonnade  of  trees ;  teri*aces  on  tho  green  slopes,  planted 
with  flowering  shrubs ;  loaly  canopies  echoing  with  the  fairy  notes 
of  the  light-winged  winds,  or  thrilling  with  1  ho  sweetest  madri- 
gals of  a  thousand  birds,  with  j)luniago  dyed  in  tho  brightest  raln- 
l>ow  Imes ;  arches  of  sky  of  the  sweetest  blue,  or  ebon  vaults 
glowing  witli  diamond  stara — all  these  emparadised  the  forest 
lodges  of  the  Pemigewassetts. 

])ut,  said  old  Actcon,  although  we  don't  use  his  exact  Ian- 
guage,  let  no  one  who  has  common  sense  suppose  for  a  moment 
that  these  ahnost  ephemeral  wigwams  were  fi*ee  from  the  numerous 
cares  that  harass  and  pei'plex  humanity.  The  Pemigewassetts, 
like  other  men,  must  eat.  Their  bodies  were  sensible  to  the 
scorching  rays  of  the  summer  sun  and  also  felt  the  chilly  blast  and 
biting  frost.  Toil  might  x)rocui*e  them  food,  but  from^  heat  and 
cold  their  palaces  afforded  only  a  weak  protection. 

Still  they  had  one  advantage  over  ordinary  civilized  mortals : 
No  frowns,  scowls,  or  cross  looks  on  the  lovely  faces  of  their 
squaw-queens  ever  troubled  them  on  washing  or  cleaning  days. 
In  fm^t,  it  required  no  great  outlay  of  elbow-grense  to  keep  their 
castles  clean,  nor  coats  of  whitewash  to  make  tliem  look  comely. 
If  a  dirty  niud-puddlo  stank  before  tho  ontmnre,  or  if  all  tho 
chinks  and  cranies  of  the  low-arched  hall  swarmed  witli  fleas 
and  lice,  as  was  fi*equontly  the  case,  all  that  was  necessitry  to  bo 
done  was  to  move  out  the  trea8ui*es,  apply  the  torch,  let  the  de- 
vouring element  do  its  work — and  then  no  forest  flower  could 
grow  half  so  quick  as  a  second  royal  wigwam.* 

How  did  the  reniigewassctU  subsist?    Old  Actcon,  in  a  story- 


nut.  Tlioy  had  gmtrd*  or  Tarionn  kindfl.  Tho  common  jronrrl  thoy  nnUivatod  for 
dlpi>oni  nnd  mii^lcnl  innkntmoiitfl,  iiho  nnd  vlcnniiro.  Tlio  ftony  o(  tho  PomiKOwmi' 
nn  irnii  iiNiinlly  mmU)  or  whito  OHh  or  hcMidock.    Tho  arrow  was  |iohitcd  with 


iitoiie:  nomothnof*  of  flno  granite,  hut  oflcnor  of  tiunrtz  and  slate.  Tho  gpear-heatl 
and  kniflfi  wcro  of  tho  name  niatcrinlB.  When  honfllnir  tho  how  tho  string  was 
drawn  with  Ihroo  Angers,  whllo  the  forefinger  and  thumh  held  tho  arrow.  In  this 
manner  a  strong  man  could  hcnd  a  Tory  stiff  how,  which  would  throw  an  arrow 
with  very  groat  velocity.  PntldUs  wore  made  of  light  hass  wood  or  ash.  Piptt 
were  made  of  fhsostoue. 

*Tho  wigwam  for  tho  summer  was  a  fi*ail  and  temporary  affair,  as  it  was  re- 
moved  nrom  tho  winter  encampment  to  tho  fishing  place,  and  flx)m  thence  to  the 
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tolling  mood,  often  related  to  Colonel  Obadiah  how  it  was, — and 

as  they  woi*o  Just  like  all  the  rest  of  the  New  England  Indians 

their  manners  and  customs  can  also  be  learned  fi*om  the  early 

English  Indian  historians  among  them,  and  perhaps  the  most 

entertaining  is  John  Josselyn,  Gent.,  as  he  was  accustomed  to  sign 

himself. 

Cultivating  the  land,  fishing,  fowling,  and  hunting  occupied 

for  the  most  part  their  attention. 

The  braves  did  not  like  to  work,  and  the  women  were  com- 
pelled to  strengthen  their  feeble  constitutions  by  cultivating  the 
wild  ilelds  with  mattocks  of  wood,  bone,  or  shell.  They  planted 
the  maize,  scai*ed  away  the  ci*ow8,  hoed  the  beans,  and  trained  tlie 
flowering  vines. 

While  their  women  were  thus  employed  and  kei)t  out  of  mis- 
chief the  men  would  gamble,  tell  their  brave  exploits  in  war,  sing 
their  rude  songs,  engage  in  wild  sports,  or  eat,  smoke,  and  sleep. 
When  they  were  tii*ed  of  this  lazy  way  of  existence  they  wbuld 
dig  out  their  boats,  construct  their  birchen  canoes,  *  i^epair  the 
wigwam^,  and  make  bows,  an*ow8,  spears,  and  tomahawks. 

When  they  wanted  moderate  excitement,  and  did  not  care  to 
flght,  they  would  engage  in  fishing,  fowling,  and  hunting.  It  is 
said  that  in  the  first  they  used  a  spear,  a  net,  and  rude  hooks  of 
bone.f  But  Old  Acteon  said  the  Pomigowassetts  and  their  Nip- 
muck  cousins  down  the  river  had  no  need  of  such  artificial  con-> 
trivances.  ^  So  plenty  wei*e  the  fish  in  the  Merrimack  and  its  trib- 
utaries that  all  they  had  to  do  was  to  Jnm])  into  i\\Q  water  and 
with  their  hands  throw  out  a  hundred  dozen  or  so.  Just  as  their 
delicate  appetites  happened  to  crave. 

In  the  ponds  and  rivers,  at  ceiiain  seasons,  wild-fowl  congre- 
gated in  immense  fiocks.    Then  fleets  of  birchen  canoes  would 

planting  pounds :  Uion  fVoni  ono  flclU  to  unothor.  luul  then  ugiiiii  oOciitiiiiOH  n-oin 
one  spot  in  tho  Jiehl  to  onothor,  to  irot  rid  of  tlic  iloas,  wliicli  were  iiiiiiicroiiH  iu  hot 
weatlier,  and  wliicli  insoct  tlicy  cull  Poppek  ttom  its  celerity  of  moveuieut.—  l*ot- 
ter's  History  of  Manchester.  47. 

*  The  canoe  was  made  ol  birch  bark :  A  suitable  tree  was  cut  down  and  tlio 
bark  peeled  oK  in  one  piece.  Then  a  n*ttmework  of  spruce  was  made  and  tlu)  bark 
fitted  or  sewed  to  it  with  spruce  or  otiier  roots.    Tlio  holes  wei-e  Ntop|>cd  with 

Jiitch.    Tliey  were  really  beautilul  and  graceAd  utructuix*s,  and  one  tliat  weighed 
oas  than  forty  pounds  would  carry  five  i>eruous.    A  man  cuuld  easily  carry  one  on 
his  shoulders  ai'ound  falls  or  IVoni  place  to  place. 

t  Up  liigher  fk-oni  the  sen.  at  the  falls  of  giiuit  riyers,  they  used  to  take  salmon, 
flhail,  and  alowives  thai  usotl  iu  great  (lunntitieH,  uuiro  than  (MU'lloadn,  iu  tlio  spring 
to  pass  up  into  the  frush  waior  poutis  and  lakes  to  spawn.— Ms.  11.  C  iii.  s.  vol. 


FISIIIMO  AND  IIUNTINO. 


87 


Barroniid  tiiciiiy  and  gradually  narrowing  thoir  circle  thoy  would 
rapidly  huddlo  thorn  into  sonio  narrow  crock  or  cove,  and  tbon  in 
wantonnosfl  destroy  them  by  thousands. 

In  hunting  thoy  set  R))rin^  traps*  for  deor^  snares  for  pai^ 
tridges  and  rabbits,  and  kulhcags  for  bears,  coons,  flshcr-cats, 
minks,  muskrat«,  and  sable.  lu  early  autumn,  when  moose  and 
deer  fed  at  night  on  the  grassy  shores  of  the  lakes  and  livers,  the 
Indian  hunter,  with  rude  lantern  brightly  flashing  in  front,  placed 
in  the  prow  of  the  canoe,  would  ]>mldle  noiselessly  in  the  dark 
shmlow  behind,  and  Avhen  Buillciently  near  his  si)eli-bound  vic- 
tim would  send  his  feathered  shaft  on  its  silent  but  fatal  mission. 
Every  dark  night  of  autumn  tliese  spectral  Ares  might  be  seen 
gliding  like  will-o'-the-wisps  over  the  rivers,  iK)ud8,  and  lakes  in 
the  PcmigCAvassett  country. 

But  the  most  exciting  and  the  most  attractive  of  all  wero 
their  grand  hunting-parties.  As  they  had  no  hawks,  hounds,  nor 
horaes,  and  as  it  was  difficult  for  a  single  hunter  to  capturo  the 
larger  game,  these  huntings  were  necessary.  They  would  select 
some  woody  glen  or  pass  of  the  hills,  such  as  can  be  found  any- 
where in  the  East-parld  regions,  or  like  the  notch  of  the  Oliverian, 
which  they  would  nearly  hedge  across  by  an  abattls  of  trees  placed 
in  the  form  of  the  letter  V — the  apex  being  left  slightly  open,  so 
that  the  game  could  pass  through.  The  skillful  spear  and  bow 
men  stationed  themselves  near  the  ox)en  apex.  Some  of  the  more 
inex|)cnenced  huntei*s.  together  with  the  women  and  children, 
would  go  out  on  the  hillsides,  while  others  stood  in  a  semi-circle 
across  the  valley.  Then  with  shouts,  and  yells,  and  wild  whoops, 
the  moose  and  deer,  bears  and  wolves,  were  roused  with  the 
smaller  game.    Narrowing  their  semicircle,  they  drove  the  wild 

*  111  Novooibcr,  10*20,  souii  nllcr  tho  arrival  of  the  Mayflower,  as  Stephen  Hop> 
kins,  William  Urmirord  and  others  wero  walking  in  the  woods  thoy  came  to  a  tree 
where  a  young  sprit  was  bowed  down  over  a  bow  and  some  acorns  strewed  un- 
derneath. As  nradrord  went  about  it  It  gave  a  sudden  Jerk  up^and  ho  was  imme- 
diately caught  up  by  ills  legs  and  hung  dangling  in  tlio  air.— Potter's  Hist,  of  Man- 
chester, 42. 

Tliov  hunt  by  traps  of  several  sorts.  To  which  purpose  a^ur  they  have  ob- 
served In  spring-time  and  sumnior  tlio  haunt  of  the  deer  then  about  harvest  they 
go  ten  or  twenty  together,  and  sometimes  more,  and  withal  if  it  be  not  too  fhr. 
wives  and  children  also,  where  they  build  up  little  hunting  houses  of  barks  and 
rushes,  not  comparable  to  their  dwelling-houses :  and  sooacli  man  takes  his  bounds 
of  two,  three,  or  four  miles,  where  ho  sets  thirty,  forty,  or  llfty  traps,  and  baits 
them  with  that  foot)  the  doer  loves,  and  onr«  In  two  days  he  walks  his  round  to 
view  his  traps  where  they  lie  at  what  comes  at  them,  for  the  deer,  whom  they  con- 
ceive have  a  divine  power  In  them,  will  soon  smell  all  and  be  gone.— Roger  WU- 
liams»Koy,333. 
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herd  towai*d  tlio  rostricted  opening  of  the  ahattis.  Tlio  moose  and 
deer  were  shot,  as  bounding  forwai*d  they  cndcayoi*od  to  escape. 
Beara  generally  toolc  to  the  trees,  but  the  bowmen  brought  them 
down,  while  the  lesser  game,  coufVised  and  crowded,  was  cosily 
captured  by  the  shouting  drivers.* 

Such  scones  weix)  yearly  witnessed  in  all  the  Nipniuck  coun- 
try, and  especially  in  the  Asquamchunmuko  valley,  whore  game 
was  so  plenty.  In  this  manner  they  procured  a  large  supply  of 
meat  which,  smoked,  lasted  through  the  winter,  as  well  as  an 
abundance  of  Airs  and  skins  for  clothing  and  blankeU. 

Wliou  tlie  stmwbcrry  crimsoned  the  banks  of  the  Asquam- 
chumauke,  tlie  wild  cherry  and  sugar  plum  tempted  the  songster 
by  Berry  brook  and  the  Mikaseota ;  when  the  raspberry  and  black- 
berry grew  by  the  wild  maize  fields,  and  the  bluoberi7  and  huckle- 
berry ripened  on  the  rocky  heights  of  OwPs  Head  and  Webster 
Slide  and  along  the  shores  of  tlie  sedgy  ponds,  rosy-checked  girls 
and  blight-eyed  boys  of  the  Pemigewassctt  tdbe  had  a  joyous 
time  gathering  the  luscious  storo. 

.  But  when  the  green  corn  was  Hpe  enough  to  roost,  and  the 
fishings,  or  fowlings,  or  huntings  were  over;  when  the  squaws 
hod  gothered  tlie  silken  eors,  or  had  cooked  the  geese,  the  ducks, 
and  the  partridges,  or  the  goldcn-ficshed  salmon  or  rich  fat  trout ; 
or  hod  roasted  the  moose  meat  and  the  venison  and  beor  stcoks, — 
then  begon  the  feast  ond  jubilant  festivals ;  then  the  archways  of 
their  forest  temples  echoed  with  wild  harmonious  choruses  and 
deep-resounding  music;  then  on  the  fire-lit  lawn  symnietncol 
forms  circled  in  the  mazy  grocn  corn  dance,  the  salmon  dance, 
and  the  hunters'  donee ;  then  vows  wero  plighted,  nuptiols  cele- 
brated, and  the  old  men  recounted  the  logendH  of  the  trilH). 

Acteon  said  that  the  Pcniigewtussctts  never  considorod  AVarron 
— the  land  \\[}on  the  heod-watera  of  the  Asquanichumauke — as  o 
very  good  planting  ground,  riymoutli,  and  the  rich  meadows  of 
Coos,  wero  much  better.  But  as  a  good  hunting  rogion,  about  the 
lofty  Moosilauke,  or  as  containing  excellent  fislung  watei*s,  no 
better  place  could  be  found. 

*Wlicn  tliev  ptirfine  their  gonio,  ospociallv  ilcor~  which  is  the  gcuornl  uuil 
wondorAjl  plvulcuiiH  huuiiug  in  Uio  uouutry—  they  i)iii*tfUO  iti  ^,  4U,  fiO,  yvu  )B00  or 
aOO  hn  a  company,  as  1  have  seen  when  tliey  drive  the  woods  l>cron3  tlicm.—  Uogcr 
WiUiams'  Key,  sia. 
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The  Pemigewoflfietts  like  all  the  rest  of  the  Nipmncks  hunted, 
or  fished,  or  planted,  cvei'Jr  day  in  the  year.  There  was  no  Sun- 
day for  tliein.  Still  they  wore  somewhat  piously  disposed  and 
ohservcd  religious  rites  wlionovcr  Uio  spiiit  moved.  Tliey  had  no. 
God,  as  we  understand  Him.  Their  deities  wei*e  infinite;  but 
some  wero  superior  to  otlters.  Every  thing  that  showed  life  or 
motion  had  a  divinity,  and  tliey  saw  a  god  in  every  blade  of 
springing  grass,  in  tlio  waving  of  the  forest  trees;  tlicy  saw  him 
smiling  in  tlie  blue  river  and  heard  him  in  tlie  dashing  of  tlio 
great  lakes,  in  the  nuiHic  of  the  leaping  walerfulls,  in  llie  sigiiing 
of  tlie  trickling  dreps  of  the  gretlo,  and  in  Uie  winds  shrieking 
on  the  cliffs.  To  tlicm  there  was  a  bright  Shade  dancing  in  the 
stars,  gliding  on  the  moonbeams,  smiling  in  the  resy  dawn  of 
moraing,  and  the  last  tinges  of  tlie  setting  sun. 

Then  tliere  was  a  divinity — a  guardian  angel — for  the  treut, 
the  salmon,  and  the  shad;  for  every  kind  of  fish,  for  the  songster 
tliat  sang  by  tlie  wigwam,  and  the  eagle  that  screamed  above  the 
mountains ;  for  the  beaver,  the  bear,  tlie  deer,  the  moose,  and  for 
every  creeping  tiling.  This  divinity,  this  "  shade,"  would  never 
die.  When  its  mission  on  earth  was  ended  it  fiew  to  the  ''happy 
hunting  grounds"  of  the  far  southwest,  along  with  the  noble  * 
shades  of  the  dusky  departed  Indians,  and  there  it  would  live 
forever. 

But  the  great  god,  Gitchie  Manito,  of  the  Pemigewassetts 
had  his  home  on  the  mountains,  and  they  heard  him  in  the  voices 
of  Uie  storm  and  the  mighty  torrent,  and  in  the  thunder  that  mut- 
tered in  the  dark  gorges  and  rumbled  low  over  the  crests.  They 
saw  him  in  the  rosy  hue  that  kindled  on  the  peaks  in  early  morn- 
ing, or  in  the  sharp  fiash  of  the  lightning  that  leaped  from  the 
murky  clouds. 

His  home  they  seldom  visited,  and  the  Indian  had  a  bold 
spirit  who  dared  to  climb  the  bald  crest  of  the  mountain. 

To  him  they  sacrificed.  The  first  fruits  of  the  chase,  the  early 
green  maize,  the  golden  salmon,  the  wild  duck,  the  goose,  and  the 
partridge  were  tlieir  offerings.  But,  like  more  modern  Christians, 
they  believed  in  evil  spirits  as  well  as  good  ones,  and  Uie  former 
came  in  for  their  share  and  received  their  portion, —  the  same  as 
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the  ancient  Gi^eeks  were  accuBtomed  to  sacrifice  five  white  sheep 
to  the  good  gods  and  ten  black  ones  to  the  bad. 

Many  other  things,  as  Acteon  said,  tlie  Pemigewassetts  were 
^(vont  to  do,  such  as  to  marry  and  be  given  in  marriage,  and  now 
and  tlicu  obtain  a  divorce,  as  is  the  custom  in  later  days ;  to  die 
and  bo  buried,  to  weep  and  mourn,  und  then  to  engage  in  tho 
pleasant  pastime  of  war,  as  we  shall  be  most  happy  to  nan-ate. 

*  When  thoy  coiiio  to  klio  fcravo  tliey  Iny  tho  deuil  by  the  gravo'H  mouth  and  tlicii 
all  sit  down  and  hunout;  tliat  1  have  tfoon  tears  run  down  the  checks  of  stoutest 
oaptains,  as  well  iis  little cliUdren,  in  ubuudnn«M).  And  nller  the  deiul  lire  laid  In  tlie 
graf  e  and  sometimes  In  some  imrts  some  goods  cast  in  with  tiiem,  they  have  tlu* 
second  mat  lamentation.  And  upon  the  grave  is  spread  the  mat  the  partv  died 
on,  tlio  tlish  he  eat  In,  and  sometimes  a  fair  coat  of  skin  hang  upon  tlio  next  tree  to 
tho  grave,  which  none  wlU  touch,  but  suffer  it  there  to  rot  with  the  do:id.—  Itoger 
Williams'  Key,  288. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

• 

TIIR  KIIIST  ACXX>UNT  OF  TlIK  NirMIK^KB,  OK  TIIK  KAUUK8T  IIISTOKY 
OF  TIIK  rKMIGKWASSETTS,  AND  OF  TUKIU  UNION  WITH  OTUKR 
TIIIHE8;  AI^SO  HOW  A  HASH  AHA  WAS  KILLKD,  WITH  A  DESClUr- 
TION  OF  A  VERY  1»0UTK  WAY  OF  TKEATINO  CAITIVES,  AND  A 
FORESHADOWING  OF  SOMETIUNG  DREADFUL  TO   HAPPEN. 

Captain  JOIIN  smith  dcsei-ves  honorable  mciition  in 
tliis  and  every  other  jo^reat  history.  Ho  was  the  bravest  miin 
of  tliat  company  of  adventurers  who  founded  Jamestown,  Vir- 
ginia. He  would  have  been  leader  whether  chosen  by  the  London 
Company  or  not,  for  as  a  general  thing  the  bravest  man  in  trying 
times  takes  the  lead.  Smith  was  courageous.  There  was  a  sort  of 
a  bull-dog  crossed  with  a  rat-terrier  look  in  his  countenance.  Ho 
hod  stamina,  gumption — pluck  in  abundance.  Witli  his  cocked 
hat,  blue  coat  and  bright  buttons,  sword,  buff-breeches,  leggius, 
shoes  and  buckles,  he  pi*esentcd  an  imposing  appearance,  which 
showed  tliat  he  was  the  man  for  tlie  times  and  the  occasion.  He 
arranged  the  affairs  of  the  colony,  explored  the  country,  met  with 
his  Pocahontas  adventure,  went  twice  to  England  and  returned, 
ma4lo  a  map  of  all  the  American  coast  claimed  by  his  sovereign, 
King  James,  aiid  then  all  for  glory  went  to  fight  in  the  wara  of 
some  eastern  prince. 

This  same  Capt.  John  Smith,  many  tlianks  to  him,  claimed  to 
be  isomething  of  an  author.  He  explored  the  coast  of  New  Eng- 
land, kept  a  journal,  and  afterv/ards  published  an  account  of  his 
travels.  From  him  we  learn  all  about  this  beautifUl  land — called 
by  some  a  rock-bound  coast — how  it  was  Aill  of  bays  and  inlets, 
and  how  bright  rivers  came  down  from  the  mountains  seen  rising 
from  the  far  interior  forests* 
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We  also  learn  fh>m  him  how  many  and  what  Indians  resided 
here.  He  tells  ns  of  the  cruel  Micmacs  of  Nova  Scotia,  who,  with 
the  New  Brunswick  Indians,  were  called  Tarentines.  They  were 
Jolly  fighters,  and  delighted  in  blood  and  carnage.  lie  also  tells 
us  of  the  Scotucks,  a  tribe  with  a  beautiful  name,  admii*cd  by  all, 
and  of  tlie  Penobscots,  who  inhabilod  the  ii^unuebec  country,  and 
were  celebrated  in  the  songs  of  tlie  I'ed  men  as  a  tali  race  of  noble 
warriora.  lie  says  the  Sokokis  dwelt  on  the  Saco  livor  and  fished 
at  its  falls;  that  the  Pascataquas  were  at  the  Isles  of  Shoals,  and 
built  handsome  wigwams  on  the  shoi*cs  of  the  beautiful  bay,  at 
Strawberry  Bank.  The  Massachusetts  lived  at  Trimounttdn,  the 
Paconikicks  at  Cape  Cod,  and  west  were  tlio  warlike  Pequots  and 
the  bloody  Narragansetts.  In  the  interior  of  Massachusetts  and 
New  Iiamp8hli*e  wei*e  tlie  Nipemucks,  and  the  Noridgewolks  were 
seated  on  the  upper  Kennebec  and  Mooschcad  lake.* 

All  these  tribes  wci*o  divided  into  numci*ous  clans,  and  the 
famous  Capt.  Smith  tells  all  their  musical,  easily  pronounced 
names,  such  as  the  Aumughcawgens,  Pauhuntanucks,  Pocopas- 
sums,  Taughtanakagnets,  Mauherosquick,  Pasauack,  and  many 
others  equally  pretty,  with  as  much  particularity  as  he  would 
mention  the  hundi*ed  names  of  all  the  great  and  powerAil  German 
states. 

This  voyage  of  exploration,  when  Smith  made  such  wonder^ 
All  discoveries,  which  i*06ulted  in  his  giving  us  the  earliest  account 
of  the  Nipmucks  extant,  happened  in  1614.  At  this  time  the 
Marquas,*  or  Mohawks,  on  the  Hudson,  were  a  powerful  race  of 
wan*iors.  Their  wild  mauraudlng  parties  fi*equently  crossed  Uie 
Green  mountains  and  fell  on  the  dwellers  of  the  coast.  Then  tlte 
bloody  Tarentines  of  the  cast  were  continually  panting  for  glory 
and  triumphs — not  unlike  the  Itomans — and  the  consequence  was 
that  all  the  above-mentioned  tribes  were  compelled  to  join  in  a 
league  for  mutual  protection. 

The  Penobscot  Indians  were  at  the  head  of  this  league.  They 
were  a  valiant  race,  and  their  chief  was  superior  to  all  of  his 

*To  sum  up  all  concemiog  the  Marauas  yuu  may  see  hi  the  foregoing  discourse 
that  they  are  a  stout  though  cruel  people,  much  addicted  to  bloodshed  and  cruelty, 
yery  prone  to  vex  and  spoil  the  peaceable  Indiaus.—  Gookin,  Ms.  Hist.  Col.  107. 

The  Mohawks  were  a  powerfiil  tribe  and  made  tV«quent  incursions  among  the 
New  England  Indlansr-8  Ms.  Hist.  Soc.  Coi.  iii.  21, 32. 
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timo.  Of  powerful  frame,  no  Indian  could  hurl  tbo  tomahawk 
witli  more  precision^  could  shoot  an  arrow  higher,  paddle  the 
canoe  foster,  or  run  swifter  than  himself.  In  the  council  he  was 
eloqnent,  and  commanded  the  closest  attention ;  in  the  light  his 
whoop  was  the  loudest  and  liis  blow  the  most  deadly;  as  a  medi- 
cine man  he  was  unequalled,  and  as  a  sorcerer  all  the  subtle  spirits 
stood  i*eady  to  do  his  bidding.  Of  coniiuandiiig  api>earance,  with 
eagle  plumea  in  his  stmight  block  hair,  with  an  eye  flashing  like 
lightning,  high  cheek  bones,  brood  nose  and  ilrnily  set  Jaws;  with 
necklace  of  poulhers'  claws,  ond  o  mttlcsnoko  skin  on  his  tawny 
red  arm ;  naked  to  the  Avoist,  o  robe  of  fox-skins  with  tails  pen- 
dant extending  to  the  knee;  bear-skin  breeches,  with  flowing 
hair,  and  moccasins  of  moose-hide, — the  chief  of  the  Penobscots 
— the  Bashaba  of  Now  England — was  the  idol  of  his  braves. 

Tills  great  Bashaba  had  numerous  chiefs  of  his  own  tribe 
under  him,  and  so  in  all  the  other  tribes.  Even  our  Pendgewas- 
setts  had  several  chiefs,  according  to  Acleon's  narrative :  a  war 
chief,  who  led  the  army  of  braves  to  battle;  chiefs  in  the  council, 
who  sot  OS  head  men  of  the  deliberations, — and  every  one  of  these 
great  chiefs  acknowledged  fealty  to  tlie  Boshoba. 

But  this  gi*eat  man  did  not  long  survive  the  visit  of  Gapt. 
Smith,  and  then  tlie  league  went  to  pieces.  How  it  happened  is 
very  interesting  to  knaw: 

The  young  worriors  of  the  Torentincs*  were  thirsting  for 
glory.  They  feasted  in  the  groves  where  tlie  wigwams  were 
planted ;  by  their  Are  they  song  tiic  war-song  and  danced  the  wor- 
donce  in  the  shadowy  night,  and  oil  Aviio  danced  enlisted.  As  the 
full  moon  wanod,  a  score  of  purtiu.<),  each  numbering  from  tlirco 
to  forty,  were  ready  for  the  march.  Their  outfit  was  simple.  A 
bow  and  quiver  of  arrows,  tomahawk,  scalping-knife,  pipe  and 
tobacco,  with  pouch  of  parched  corn  provided,  and  they  were 
ready  for  a  month's  campaign.  They  make  themselves  hideous 
with  block  and  rod  point,  they  sing  the  farewell  song  to  their 
women  and  children,  and  tliey  ore  gone. 

Itound  tlie  Boy  of  Fundy,  Avhere  the  foam-crested  tide  wos 
rusldng,  across  the  rivers  St.  John  and  St.  Croix,  for  weeks  they 
tlireod  the  pothless  wilderness  towai*ds  the  southwest.     They 


*  They  were  sometimes  called  the  Abnaki  Indians  of  tlie  east. 
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ploco  110  watch  at  night.  They  pray  to  their  fetiches  and,  like  the 
panther,  lie  down  feeling  secnra.  Arrived  in  tlic  land  of  the 
PenobscotSi  for  days  together  tliey  hide  in  deep  ravines  and  among 
the  spruces  of  the  mountains.  Wlien  the  moon  is  sleeping  in  tlio 
western  waves,  when  the  first  blush  of  morning  tinges  tlie  eastei-u 
sky,  when  sleep  is  soundest  and  sweetest,  they  rush  upon  the 
Penobscot  villages.  Like  the  tornado  they  sweep  them  away. 
The  warriora  of  tlie  Bashaba  ai*e  slain.  The  Tarentine  brave 
twists  tlie  scalp  lock  in  his  left  hand,  places  his  foot  on  the  nock, 
cuts  a  cii*cular  gash  ai*ound  the  head  with  the  scalping  knife, 
gives  an  accompanying  dexterous  Jerk,  and  the  scalp  is  his.  Even 
the  Bashaba  liimself,  fighting  bravely,  finds  a  death-couch  upon  the 
bodies  of  half-a-dozen  Tai*entines.  The  score  of  war  parties  have 
a  hundred  scalps.  The  richest  wampum,  the  choicest  skins,  strong 
bows,  ornamented  quivera  full  of  ari*ows  tipped  with  rose  quartz, 
spears  and  nets,  are  among  the  spoils.  Yet  they  i*cturu  homo 
with  few  captives. 

As  they  approached  their  own  villages  they  announced  their 
return  in  triumph  with  loud  yells  of  exultation.  To  celebrate 
their  victory  they  ranew  the  feast  and  dance  the  scalp  dance.  The 
latter  was  a  unique  performance.  The  scalps  taken  in  former 
battles  ai*e  attached  to  their  gii*dlcs.  With  heads  bent  forward 
tliey  hold  by  the  hair  the  fresh  scalps  in  tjicir  teeth.  Then  they 
howl  and  stamp  around  the  fii*e  in  the  centre  of  their  cluster  of 
wigwams,  cutting  all  the  uncouth  antics  imaginable,  pci'forming 
gyrations  innumomble,  and  screaming  and  yelling  in  their  intense 
jollification,  ''as  though,"  in  the  language  of  a  pious  writer, 
''  bedlam  had  broken  loose  and  all  hell  was  in  an  uproar." 

But  this  very  interesting  ceremony  \yi\s  only  a  gcntlo  pi*clude 
to  the  good  time  that  followed.  JjQt  no  one  be  shocked  at  tlio 
recital.  Men  ai*e  the  creatui*es  of  education.  The  cficminate  and 
refined  queen  of  Spain  enjoys  a  bull-baiting  on  tlie  Sabbath  as 
much  as  northern  Christians  enjoy  psalm  singing  and  hosannas. 
Some  of  our  near  neighbora  take  a  peculiar  delight  in  cock-fight- 
ing, and  the  itoman  matrons  of  old  reached  the  acme  of  their 
bliss  when  they  saw  fierce  gladiators  butchering  each  other  or 
contending  with  ferocious  wild  beasts.  After  the  scalp  dance  had 
ceased  the  few  Penobscot  captives  were  brought  forward.    The 
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youug  Micmncs  woi*o  enjoined  by  the  old  men  to  do  well.  A 
young  bravo  from  the  west  was  to  undergo  the  ordeal.  With 
scornful  eye  and  air  of  dcliance  ho  presents  his  hands  to  be 
crushed  between  the  rough  stones.  Ilis  fingers  are  torn  off  one 
by  onoy  yet  not  aery  escapes  him.  His  nose  is  cut  off — his  tongue 
torn  out — and  still  he  does  not  flinch.  Jlis  joints  are  separated; 
he  is  flayed  like  a  deer  —  and  then  the  cold  shivering  spirits  are 
driven  away  by  pushing  him  up  to  the  fire  that  he  may  enjoy  the 
hot  ones.  Yet  lie  survives  this  exquisite  torture;  and  pitdi 
faggots  ai*e  thrust  into  his  involuntary,  quivering  flesh,  and 
li^litcd — at  wiiicli  all  the  assembled  bravos,  the  tawny  squaws, 
and  their  sunburnt  daughters  laugh  and  shout,  in  Aendish  glee  at 
the  sickening  misery.  At  dawn,  if  still  alive,  he  is  dragged 
beyond  the  wigwams  and  tliere  hacked  in  pieces.  Such  was  the 
practice,  not  only  of  the  Tai*entincs,  but  of  all  gentle  Indians.* 

Some  cunning  writers,  to  show  oil*  the  fine  points  of  their 
heroes,  draw  a  parallel  between  them  and  oUier  notable  character. 
One  might  be  set  forth  in  tills  maimer:  Did  the  most  Holy  Pope 
of  the  Chiistian  Catholic  Church  apply  thumbscrews  in  the  Inqui- 
sition—  the  Micmacs  had  as  pleasing  a  tortui*e  in  putting  hands 
between  tlic  nmsliitig  i*ocks.  Did  his  holiness  unjoint  limbs  on 
tlio  rack — tlic  more  priniitivc  savage  could  unjoint  tlicm  as  well 
witli  his  hands.  Did  God'S  vicegerent  break  limbs  —  Indians 
could  do  tlie  same  with  a  stone  beetle.  Did  the  good  John  Calvin 
burn  Michael  SeiTctus  at  the  stake  —  Micmacs  could  roast  the 
flayed  victim  and  laugh  at  tlie  sound  of  the  quivering  flesh  cooked  . 
by  the  faggots.  Did  the  Puritans  scourge  the  backs,  crop  the 
cars,  cut  out  the  tongues  of  unon'onding  Quakers,  and  hang 
witches  —  the  "  brave  "  witli  as  keen  an  avidity  could  cut  off  the 
nose,  t-car  out  (ho  tongue,  and  hack  in  pieces. 

Ihit  we  Avill  not  carry  (his  refined  comparison  further.  Thero 
is  a  dark  side  to  everything.  If  wo  looked  only  to  the  failings  of 
men  we  might  run  mad  witli  melancholy.  The  Indians  have  been 
strangely  venerated.    AVe  are  sometimes  disi)osed  to  admire  them. 


*  For  an  account  of  their  method  of  toi-ttirhig  sco  V.  Ilancrofl,  Chap.  28. 

Ono  William  Moody  unhappily  resigned  liimself  into  the  hands  of  some  Frcncli 
Mohawlis,  wlio  most  inlmmamy  toi*turc<1  liim  by  Disteninff  him  unto  a  stako  and 
rnaxtiutf  him  alive,  whoso  Hosli  they  allorwards  dovouroit. —  rcnhallow's  Indian 
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Tliei*o  is  a  disposition  A*oni  some  causo  to  hide  thoir  faults,  biit^ 
for  tho  sake  of  truth,  tlioir  cliaracter  should  l>e  cori*cct1y  prasentcd. 
Yet  aftor  all  wo  do  not  soo  as  thoy  aro  much  worso  than  many 
others  who  have  pratcndcd  to  vastly  better  things. 

For  a  long  time  tho  Penobscot  tribe  was  ruined.  Tho  Ihishaba 
dead — all  the  New  England  Indians,  including  our  Pemigowas- 
setts,  who  wei*o  no  doubt  exceedingly  interested  in  passing  events, 
were  at  sea  witliout  compass  or  rudder.  The  bond  of  union  was 
broken.  Each  tribe  now  struggled  for  the  supremacy.  Like  tho 
earlier  times,  when  Milton's  Satan  and  his  good  angels  showed  a 
belligerent  spirit  in  Paradise,  primeval  war  raged.*  It  extended 
fh>m  the  Hudson  liver  to  the  St.  John.  IIow  this  very  amiable 
contest,  in  which  our  proud  Pemigewassetts  engaged  with  delight, 
was  conducted  and  ended,  we  shall  endeavor  most  faithftilly  to 
narrate. 

*  After  tho  fleoth  of  the  Uoehaba  the  ptibUo  business  running  to  concision  for 
want  of  a  head,  the  rest  of  his  great  sagamores  fell  at  varianee  amongst  tliem- 
selves,  spoiled  and  destroyed  eacli  otlier^s  people  and  provision,  and  famine  took 
hold  of  ninny;  which  was  seconded  liy  agnuit  and  Konund  plaKne,  wliich  so  vio« 
loutlv  reigned  for  tliree  years  together  tliat  in  a  manner  u  greater  part  of  the  laud 
was  lea  (lesert.  without  any  to  disturb  or  oiipose  u  iVoe  and  iteacenble  iiopsession 
thereof.— Sir  rordinando  uorges'  Des.  ol  K.  K.,  vii.  Us.  Hist.  8og.  Col.  3  8er.  vol, 
rl.  00. 


CHAPTER  V. 

OP  A  TKRRIDLE    WAR,  PESTILENCE,  AND    FAAIINE,  TOE    HEROES    OF 
WniCn  ARE  ALL  DEAD  AND  THEIR  NAMES  FORGOTTEN. 

It  is  much  to  bo  lainontod  that  thoro  Avoro  no  historians 
ainoii<|f  tho  Indians  to  i*ocord  tlio  naino6  of  their  lioroos  and  thoir 
victories.  But  t)iO  wild  hordes  of  Asia,  the  higlily  enlightened 
darkies  of  Africa,  who  have  hod  their  briglU  civilization  crushed 
out  hy  powerful  European  annies,  wliich  so  fi*equently  have  rav- 
ished tlieir  beautiful  lands  at  the  sources  of  tho  Nile,  have  no  place 
in  history  and  never  had.  Tho  Indians  may  thank  their  lucky 
stars  that  their  European  exterminators  have  taken  so  much  pains 
to  i)reser\'o  the  remembrance  of  tlie  benevolent  acts  that  thrust 
them  out  of  existence  and  on  to  the  page  of  history,  where  they 
still  live.  In  this  they  have  the  advantage  of  tho  Esquimaux,  the 
Negroes,  some  of  tho  Asiatics,  and  their  numerous  cousins  in  the 
Pacific  isles.  Tho  author  of  this  excellent  histoi-y  has  had  occasion 
to  be  thankful  to  the  renowned  and  the  redoubtable  Capt.  John 
Smith  for  his  notes  on  the  Indians,  and  he  here  renews  his  thanks. 
To  t4ike  up  tho  thread  of  this  to  us  very  interesting  snbjcct, 
wo  would  say  we  are  sure  there  was  a  most  iioixso  light  among  the 
IndianR  on  the  death  of  the  Bashaba.  Capt.  Smith  says  so.  In 
what  tribe  it  commenced  we  never  could  learn,  but  when  begun  it 
proved  universal.  The  strong  fought  for  supremacy,  the  weak  for 
existence.  There  wiw  no  necessity  for  the  war-song  or  the  war- 
dance.  Every  bravo  Avas  compelled  to  enlist  whether  he  would  or 
not.  The  signal  lire  glcam'3d  on  the  hill-top.  The  war-whoop 
was  heard  in  the  valley.  New  England,  before  nor  since,  never 
saw  such  carnage  within  her  bordoi^s.    Tho  French  war  and  tho 
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BevoluUon  were  nothing  compared  to  it.  The  battles  of  the  Scot- 
tish clans,  or  those  of  the  old  Noi*scinon,  might  have  been  some- 
what similar,  yet  there  were  many  points  of  difference.  Tn  fact, 
the  red  Indians  had  decidedly  a  style  of  their  own— original, 
and  one  that  conld  not  well  be  imitated.  The  children  of  the 
forest  Avere  early  to  bed  and  early  to  rise,  and  they  generally 
fought  in  the  morning.  The  shrill  war-whoop,  the  whistling 
arrow,  the  whirr  of  tlie  tomaliawk,  the  yells  in  the  savage  on- 
slaught, or  of  the  wounded  who  refused  to  groan  though  hurt  to 
death,  were  a  wild  matin  hymn  to  their  fierce  war-god,  who 
smiled  upon  them  in  the  blood-red  streaks  of  dawn.  All  the 
tribes  on  the  seacoast  with  euphonious  names  fought  with  wild 
f^nzy.  Numerous  Avere  the  warriora  slain,  the  captives  taken, 
the  scalp  locks  hanging  on  the  iK>les  of  the  wigwam.* 

But  the  fiercest  f1ghtci*8  of  all  were  the  mountaineers  of  Now 
Hampshire.  i«^i*om  their  secret  lurking  places  in  the  dark  i*avincfl 
they  woidd  steal  out  and  drop  silent  and  still  as  the  falling  dew 
into  the  pleasant  villages  of  tlie  coast.  Then  leaping  up  flei-y  and 
fierce,  and  shouting  and  yelling  like  fiends  incarnate,  tiiey  would 
massacre  every  inhabitant.  They  would  ti'avei'se  the  passes  of 
the  mountains,  and  flying  down  swift  as  the  scudding  mist,  in  a 
few  hours  they  would  secure  scalps  enough  to  astonish  their  vil- 
lage. Then  I'etreating  up  the  beds  of  the  tori*cnts  they  would 
elude  all  pursuit.  Invincible  as  their  own  mountains,  and  secret 
as  the  panther  that  crouched  in  the  pathless  forest  gloom,  their 
enemies  fell  beneath  their  blows  like  frost  work  under  the 
morning  sun. 

Thus  the  war  went  on,  and  every  tribe  seemed  about  to  be 
extenninated,  when  a  foe  more  terrible  than  tlie  mountain  Indian 
entered  the  villages,  and  cut  down  alike  men,  women,  and  children. 

The  plague  t  first  appeared  on  the  coast.  Ihit  it  soon  jour- 
neyed inland  and  preyed  on  every  tribe.  Its  nivages  wero  terri- 
ble.   One  individual  of  a  village  smitten  down,  and  despair  seatetl 

^DivUioiiH  iii'OMti  liB  to  Iho  tfU(*cti80U»n  Ui  Ui«  niiHlinlm,  of  wliU'li  tlu)  Tni'OuliiieM 
taking  tliti  advAiiUgt)  soou  ovorpovrored  iho  oUiur  trilioH  of  Aluinu,  uiid  oxtciKletl  li 
war  of  exlerminatlou  along  tbo  coast  of  Maitsachutfetts. —  I'otter'M  llUt.  of  Man* 
cheater,  8S. 

Drake's  Indian  Biography,  81. 

t  Drake's  Indian  liioffrauhv,  8. 

Mot  long  before  the  JSnglisii  came  into  t)ie  country,  happcne<1  a  great  mortality 
amongst  them,  especially  where  the  English  afterwards  planted.    The  east  and 
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iUolf  Oil  tlic  countoiiaaces  of  all.  Flight  was  hopeless.  One  by 
one  they  would  lie  down  and  die.  The  deiwl  were  unbiiried.  A 
terrible  stench  tainted  the  air.  Strong  warriors,  who  had  co]Ksd 
with  death  in  a  thousand  forms,  lay  rotting  in  tlie  wigwams.  In- 
fants lay  on  the  breasts  of  their  dead  motliers,  striving  in  vain  to 
dmw  life  fix)m  the  bosoms  tJnit  would  never  throb  again.  The 
strong  and  vigorous  youth,  the  beautiful  maiden,  Avoi*e  alike  a 
pitjy  to  it.  In  a  few  weeks*  Avhole  villages  were  depopulated,  and 
whole  tribes  ceased  to  exist. 

Inland  the  crops  were  neglected,  and  when  winter  came  the 
famine  was  as  terrible  as  the  phigue.  As  tlie  snow  gi*ew  deeper, 
and  the  cold  more  intense,  and  the  wind  howled  back  the  shrieks 
of  tlie  spectre  famine,  att^iuiatcd  forms  with  haggard  faces  and 
sunken  eyes  and  cheeks  would  sit  for  days  in  the  smoke  of  their 
wigwam  fires.  Then  with  tottering  8tcps  they  would  reel  into  the 
woods  for  food,  and  there,  chilled,  would  lie  down  and  die. 

Three  summers  the  plague  came,  until  on  the  seacoust  not  an 
Indian  village  remained;  and  for  many  leagues  along  the  shore 
not  five  Indians  in  a  hundred  were  alive.  When  the  Pilgrim  bark 
anchoi*cd  in  Plymouth  Bay,  "  the  hardy  few  found  the  country  a 
solitude." 

One  thing  has  troubled  exceedingly  in  writing  the  above 
very  minute  and  accurate  account  of  this  war,  pestilence,  and 
famine.  A  particular  description  cannot  be  given.  The  names  of 
'the  warriors  who  fell,  the  men,  women,  and  childi*en  who  sickened 

nortlicni  pnrtd  were  enrc  smitten  with  tlic  cuntngion,  flrRt  bv  the  jilncntc,  nrtcrwnrd 
U'lirn  tiK)  Kngli^h  cninu  liy  the  Minnll  pox. —  .lohn  Jonflclyii,  (iCMit.j'i  VoyngCB  to  M. 
K.  123. 

Kor  Hint  wnr  liiid  coiimicncTtl,  the  Ttanhnba  niul  iiiopt  of  the  grcnt  flngnmorcB. 
with  fliich  men  of  notion  an  followed  them,  were  killed,  nnd  tliosc  thnt  rcnminca 
weri^  H«ire  nniirted  l»v  (he  phigiie.  ( ird('-l(U7.]  So  thnt  the  rotnilry  in  ft  mnnnor 
wnH  left  void  of  inhtihilrintH.  Not\vtUi.^L;iiiding  VineH  and  Ihe  ichI  with  Idm  thnt 
hiy  in  tlio  e.nl)inN  with  thono  |»eo|iln  (hat  died,  Home  more  f«omo  Ichs  niglitly,  (bletiH- 
eifhcftod  lor  iti)  not  one  of  (lu>m  ever  felt  (heir  lie:idf(  to  nelie  while  they  staid 
Ihere.-SIr  V.  (Jorgen'  DeHeriplion  of  New  lOngland,  Chap.  10  M«.  11.  C.  a  rt.  v.G,  57. 

"  It  »»eems  fiod  Ims  provided  this  roinitry  for  onr  nation,  destroying  them  by 
tlie  piagne,  it  not  (oiiclnng  onr  KngliHlnneii,  tliongli  many  traded  and  con%'ei'snnt 
.■unongMl  liuMn,  for  tliey  Jiad  three  plagnen  In  (liree  yearn  Kucressively,nenrc  tMo 
linndred  niiles  along  the  sea-eoast,  (hat  In  Home  pIneeH  ihere  Hrarre  remained  five 
in  a  hundred.  •  •  •  •  Hnl  mo^t  certain  there  wan  an  exceedingly  gi'eat 
piagne  amongst  them;  for  where  1  liad  neen  two  or  throe  hnndred,  within  three 
yeai*H  after  tliero  remained  nrareely  tidrty.—  Mm.  JI.  (J.  v<d.  lii.  3  h.  40. 

Thoman  Morton,  in  Ids  "New  Kngland  Canaan,"  p.  23,  8ays:  "lint  contrary- 
wise  Itiie  IndinnH  having  said  (hey  were  h(»  many  tliat  (.iod  eould  not  kill  them. 
wlM'n  one  of  thc^  Krenehmen  rebnke'd  ihem  for  (lu'ir  wirkedness,  tfdiing  tliem  (imi 
wonhl  destroy  themj  in  a  Kliort  lime  .iller  tht^  hand  of  Cod  fell  luNivily  np<m  them 
with  Mue.li  a  mortal  stnike  tliat  tln-y  dle<l  in  lieaps  as  they  lay  in  their  Inniscs,  and 
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And  diody  or  of  those  who  staryotly  cnnnot  be  told.  Tlmcydidoa 
uarrates  how  in  the  plagfue  of  Athens,  dunng  the  Thirty  Years 
War,  snch  and  snch  a  distingnished  man  was  stricken  down.  Oar 
sympathies  ai*c  pailicnlarly  excited  at  tlie  death  of  tlie  noble  and 
renowned  Pericles  and  his  doubtful  wife,  Aspasia,  with  their  sweet 
children.  Hume,  in  his  nari*ative*of  the  great  plague  in  London, 
makes  his  history  decidedly  entertaining  in  giving  the  minute  par- 
ticulars, and  Moses  of  old,  likewise,  in  telling  of  the  plagues  of 
Egypt.  Those  great  historians  have  all  the  advantage  there,  and 
one  can  but  mourn  that  time  has  buned  the  names  of  all  the  old 
Indian  heroes  in  oblivion. 

the  livinff  iliAt  woro  able  to  Mliift  for  thcuisolves  would  nin  awaj  ami  let  tliein  dy, 
and  lot  their  karkni»e8  \y  above  Kcouiid  without  buriall.  For  in  a  pl.'u^o  where  many 
inhabitoil  thcro  hnth  been  but  one  lelt  alive  to  tell  wliut  became  or  the  i-cst.*  The 
living  beiiiK  (as  it  soonis)  n<»t  able  to  bury  the  dead.  They  were  left  for  crow0, 
kiteit,  auil  venuiu  to  prey  upou.  Ami  the  bonu.s  and  t»kullN  upon  the  Huverai  piaetw 
of  tlieir  habitatiou8  matle  such  a  spectacle,  aller  my  coming  into  these  parts,  thot 
as  1  travelled  iu  that  forest  nere  Mass.  it  seemed  to  me  a  new-found  Ciolgotha." 


CIIAPTEll  VI. 

now  THK  rKMIOEWASSETTS  AND  TIIK  REST  OF  TIIK  NIPMUCK8  WERE 
COMPELLED  TO  ENTER  A  NEW  LEAGUE  TO  PROTECT  THEBISELVES 
FROM  THE  MOriOCSy  M ARQUAS,  OR  MOHAWKS,  WITH  A  SLIGHT 
SKETCH  OF   ANOTHER  GREAT  MAN  WHO  CAME  TO  BE.BASHABA. 

Tile  war  is  over.  The  faiiiiuc  and  the  pestilence,  mighty 
woes  in  the  land  of  the  Nipniucks,  have  passed.  Peace  comes 
ngain — and  once  more  there  is  plenty  in  the  wigwams. 

But  the  terrible  Mohawks  still  dwell  in  the  west  and  the 
bloody  Tarcntino  Avar-whoop  still  resounds  fnnn  beyond  the  hunt- 
ing grounds  of  the  Sokokis  and  the  Penobscots. 

There  is  no  safety  hut  in  union ;  and  our  Nipnmcks,  whom 
wo  a  1*0  ))Icasod  to  style  PcniigewasRotls,  are  compelled  to  enter 
into  another  mighty  league,  which  is  formed  among  all  the  Nip- 
muck  tribes,  with  a  new  Bashaba*  at  its  head. 

This  great  ruler,  the  second  Bashaba,  stiniding  as  he  does  on 
the  confines  of  civilization,  with  the  mellow,  twilight  of  history 
casting  a  halo  of  romance  about  him,  seems  to  us  one  of  the  most 
pi*ominent  characters  in  our  annals,  lie  makes  his  first  appearance 
in  1623.  Acteon  well  remembered  him,  and  as  he  was  much 
beloved  by  our  PemigewaK8etti«  and  all  the  rest  of  the  Nipmuoks, 
and  was  their  gitsat  ])rot«ctor,  we  cannot  pass  him  by  without  a 
brief  notice. 

liorn,  as  tradition  has  it,  about  \Mi),  by  his  bravery  and 
genius  ho  won  at  length  his  proud  position.  Indian  legends  toll 
of  his  great'  prowess,  and  of  bin  sanguinary  battles  Ibught  and 


•  Pottcr'H  HUtory  of  MuncliCBtor,  M. 
MtiM.  HIhL  Col.  3  M*ricH,  vol.  viii   173. 
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won  in  tbo  doop  forosU  on  tho  st roams  and  mountains.  Thcao 
Indian  talos,  collated  and  adorned,  might  prove  to  Indian  lovers 
as  interesting  as  tlio  account  of  the  twelve  labora  of  Hercules,  or 
the  voyage  of  the  Argonautic  Jason.  But  we  cannot  loiter  in 
these  pleasant  fields.  The  demands  of  our  most  irapoilant  history 
of  a  most  important  tribe  compel  us  to  hurry  rapidly  tliix>ugh  these 
interesting  chaptcra. 

When  tho  little  ])rovince  of  Mari&nn,  alias  Laconia,  other- 
wise  New  Ilunipshiro,  was  ilrst  settled  he  was  about  eighty  years 
old,  and  ut  this  curly  period  of  lilb,  having  been  schooled  in  all  tho 
cunning  wiles  of  tlie  forest,  had  won  for  himself  tho  title  of  Tas- 
SACONAWAY*— <<Tlie  Child  of  the  IJoar." 

Of  powerful  frame,  he  was  mora  than  six  feet  tall.  He  could 
leap  like  a  catamount  across  the  streams,  and  bound  like  a  wild 
deer  through  the  pathless  woods.  No  warrior  could  bend  his 
bow,  and  his  feathered  arrows  were  lost  in  the  deep  blue  of  the 
sky.  A  cap  of  red  plumes  on  his  head,  his  quiver  at  his  back,  his 
bow  in  his  hand,  clothed  only  in  a  robe  of  tho  richest  furs,  shod 
with  moccasins  of  the  toughest  moose  hide,  with  flashing  eye  and 
haughty  mien,  tho  Nipmuck  Bashaba  was  the  most  noble  Indian 
that  ever  trod  the  Granite  hills.f 

But  wo  must  assure  our  i*eaders  that  wo  draw  tlie  above  pic- 
ture by  reasoning  a  postenori.  He  was  Bashaba — only  such  an 
Indian  could  bo  a  Bashaba — thcroibro  such  wtis  Passaconaway. 

Yet  his  appearance  is  much  changed  from  this  when  he  makes 
his  first  mythical  bow  in  1023.  Modern  paintei;^  (who  have  seen 
him)  put  a  royal  crown  on  his  liead  in  tho  8liai>e  of  a  dowdy  skull 


*IIii»  imiiiu  Ih  iiidicntivo  of*  hiH  warlike  character:  Papioscconcwu,  an  written 
by  liiiiiHoir,  ii|uaiiitiK  Uiu  child  of  thu  Inmu*.  HciiiK  derived  iVoiu iX(;>or/tf,  a  chihl, 
and  Knnnnivatf,  u  l»ear — rolliM'H  IliHtol  Man.  -IH,  r>l. 

t  LawH  made  by  the  Apustlo  Elliut  for  PaHBacunuwav  and  his  neuple: 

iHt.  That  ir  any  man  l)e  idle  a  week,  at  niuHt  aJ'ortnlght.bee  BliaU  ])ay  Uto  Bbil- 
lingrt. 

'iiX.  ir  any  nnnuuried  man  Hhall  lie  with  a  young  woman  unmarried  lioo  idiaU 
pay  twenty  HJiilllngH. 

:ki.  ir  any  man  Hliall  beat  hU  wile  his  hamU  (tbnll  bo  tied  behind  him  and  ho  be 
*  cnrrieti  to  iliu  place  of  JUHlice  to  bo  Hcverely  puniblied. 

4th.  Kvery  young  num,  if*  not  anotlieWri  servant,  and  If  nnmnrric<l,  ho  ohall  be 
compelled  to  set  up  n  wigwam  and  plant  lor  himscir,  and  not  live  shining  up  and 
d<#wn  to  other  wigwams. 

r>lli.  II'  any  wouuui  shall  not  have  hcl*  hair  tied  up,  but  hung  hMmo  or  bo  cut  aa 
men'H  hair,  she  shall  pay  live  ohilliugH. 

(Hli.  ir  au>  woiunn  goe  with  naUcd  bix*asts  sho  shall  pay  two  shillings  sixpence; 

7th.  All  those  men  that  wcare  long  h»cks  shall  pay  live  shillings. 

8th.  If  any  shall  kill  their  lice  between  their  toctli  they  shall  pay  Ave  ahiUingt. 
-Mass.  II.  C.  vol.  iv.  series  3. 
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ca^,  with  a  crookod  horu  about  four  inches  iu  length  rising  from 
its  apex.  Sashes  of  Aii*8  are  worn  on  his  slioulders,  a  pipe,  a 
pouchy  a  bear's  face — the  Nipmuck  f^tcm — are  altachcd  to  his 
girdle;  liis  icelh  are  gone,  his  face  is  sliruiik  up,  and  his  sunken 
oycs,  siiaded  by  the  high  check  bones  and  tlie  massive  forelicad, 
only  gleam  with  their  wont(ul  fire  when  fierce  excitement  fills  his 
bi*cast. 

His  disposition  is  also  changed.  From  what  the  English  saw 
of  him  wn  should  say  that  he  had  morn  llio  sjiiril.  of  John  Howard 
the  philanthropist,  coupled  with  that  of  ohl  Potter  the  juggler, 
than  of  Julius  Caesar  or  Napoleon  Uonapartc.  lie  had  lost  the 
war  spirit  of  former  years,  and  loved  the  retirement  of  his  wig- 
wams. About  them  he  assembled  his  council  and  his  statesmen. 
To  them  the  children  of  the  forest  brought  his  tribute.  This  did 
not  always  consist  of  soil  furs,  shad  or  salmon,  venison  or  bear 
steaks,  maize,  squashes,  or  pumjikins,  stone  axes,  arrow-heads,  or 
gouges,  canoes,  paddles,  spears  or  fish-nets — none  of  those.  But 
when  tlicy  saw  the  water  in  the  freestone  bowl  burning  with  a 
blue  flame;  when  they  saw  him  sailing  on  a  cake  of  ice  over  the 
shining  lake  on  the  hottest  summer  day,  or  at  night  changed  into 
a  will-o'-wisp  and  dancing  a  wild  cotillon  with  the  mighty  forest 
trees;  or  weaving  for  himself  garlands  from  snow-born  flowers, 
and  wreaths  of  honor  from  oak  leaves  growing  on  fields  of  glar- 
ing ice,  and  holding  in  his  hand  a  writhing  snake,  sprung  to  life 
from  the  deiul  skin,  the  badge  of  honor  on  his  lell  arm — they  paid 
him  a  mighty  tribute  and  great  honor  by  opening  their  mouths  in 
right  good  earnest  to  the  fullest  extent,  while  their  eyes  involun- 
tarily started  from  their  sockets.  13y  such  astounding  juggling 
feats  Passaconaway  iu  his  old  age  extorted  his  tribute  and  retained 
his  mighty  power. 

Another  gift  also  aided  Passaconaway  to  maintain  his  influ- 
ence, lie  was  a  great  medicine  man.  lie  could  beat  all  the 
renowned  homeopaths,  clairvoyants,  and  healing  mediums  of  to- 
day clear  out  of  sight.  If  one  of  his  subjects  was  sick,  he  placed 
him  in  a  tight  wigwam  or  lodge.  Vessels  of  water  were  set 
by  his  side,  and  in  them  were  put  fiery  hot  stones.  A  warm  steam 
naturally  arose  like  a  great  cloud  and  filled  the  lodge.  Passacon- 
away then  dressed  in  the  most  agreeable  manner  possible,  paint- 
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ing  himself  all  over  like  a  striped  pig.  Witli  his  liead  coyered 
witli  a  porcupiiio  skin,  a  drum  in  liis  Iiaiids,  and  tinkling  bells 
attached  to  his  legs,  he  went  howling  and  stamping  round  and 
round  the  lodge  full  a  hundred  times,  all  the  while  keeping  step 
to  the  soul-stirring  peals  of  his  drum  and  the  soft  voluptuous  uotes 
of  his  tinklora.  This  was  done  to  drive  away  the  evil  spirits. 
Then  he  oped  his  mouth  and  set  his  tectli  firmly  together;  then 
gentle  twitches  Hpasmodicully  jerked  nil  the  musclos  of  his  fnir 
countenance ;  then  he  rolled  up  the  whites  of  his  eyes,  and  then 
slowly  i*ol]ed  them  down,  wliero  they  rcnuiined  set  like  those  of  a 
dying  calf;  then  his  jaws  relaxed,  his  tongue  began  to  wag,  and 
ho  pronounced  incantations  thirty-one,  all  different,  to  invoke  the 
healing  spirits.  For  a  full  hour  and  a  half  he  thus  performed,  like 
a  medium,  the  steaming  and  sweating  being  only  a  preliminary  of 
little  use,  \Vliile'  the  aforesaid  howls,  music,  and  incimtations 
eflccted  the  cure,  pretty  much  in  the  same  manner  as  the  homeo- 
paths' very  little  doses  fi*om  the  smallest  possible  bottles,  with  just 
notliing  at  all  in  them,  effect  extraordinary  cures  at  the  present 
day.* 

Passaconaway  was  an  omtor.f  ITis  eloquence  was  great,  and 
with  it  he  could  mould  the  council  at  his  will.  Several  splendid 
speeches  which  it  is  said  he  made  are  still  ext4int.    These  have  been 

■  • 

handed  down  to  us  by  the  politeness  of  the  historians.  The  first, 
as  given  by  Hubbard,  is  said  to  have  been  deliveiTd  at  a  great 
pnblic  fish-feast,  when  all  the  Indians  were  assembled  at  Pawtucket 
falls,  and  is  as  follows : 

**  I  am  now  ready  to  die,"  said  Passaconaway,  "  and  not  likely 
to  see  you  ever  meet  together  any  more.  I  will  now  leave  this 
word  of  counsel  with  you,  that  you  may  take  heed  how  you  quar- 
rel with  the  English ;  for  though  you  may  do  them  much  mischief, 
yet  assuredly  you  will  all  be  destroyed  and  rooted  off  the  earth  if 
you  do;  for  I  was  as  much  an  enemy  to  the  English  on  their  fii*st 
coming  into  these  parts  as  any  one  whatsoever;  and  I  did  tiy  all 
ways  and  means  possible  to  have  destroyed  them,  at  least  to  have 
prevented  their  sitting  down  here;  but  I  could  in  no  way  efl<;ct 

*Force'H  Historical  Tracts,  vol.  ii.    New  England  Canaan,  25, 20. 
tJolin  JoHsclyu,  Ijont.,  2  Voyugutf  to  New  Engltuid,  131. 

t  Drake's  Indian  Iliograpliy,  277. 
Hubbard,  ludlnu  Want.  U7,  OS. 


INDIAN    ORATORY.  56 

it.  [Meaning  by  liie  iucantAtions  and  Borccnos.]  Thorofora  I 
advise  you  never  to  contend  with  the  English  nor  make  war  with 
them." 

Dr.  Bouton,  a  cclebi*a(ed  modern  historian ,  gives  the  follow- 
ing mnch  prettier  version,  as  he  had  probably  a  repoi*ter  on  tlie 
spot:  "  ILearkcn  to  the  last  words  of  your  dying  father.  I  shall 
meet  you  no  more.  The  wliit6  men  ai*e  the  sons  of  the  morning, 
and  the  sun  shines  bright  above  them.  In  vain  I  opposed  their 
coming ;  vain  were  my  arts  to  destroy  them ;  never  make  war 
with  them ;  sure  as  you  light  the  fires,  the  breath  of  heaven  will 
turn  the  nnmcs  to  consume  you.  LiRlen  to  my  advice.  It  is  the 
last  I  shall  ever  give  you.    Uemember  it  and  live  I"* 

Now  there  is  much  beauty  in  all  this,  as  well  as  in  many  other 
speeches  that  have  been  attributed  to  him,  and  what  is  better  a 
gi-eat  probability  that  the  old  chief  delivered  the  speech  quoted. 
Hubbard  says  it  was  done  at  Pawtucket  in  1660,  and  was  his  dying 
siieech  to  his  tribe.  Bouton  in  his  book  says  the  speech  he  gives 
is  the  identical  one  delivered  by  Passaconaway  in  1660,  and  wo 
may  well  believe  it,  for  he  nUlrms  that  it  was  delivei*ed  at  the 
same  place,  to  the  same  audience,  and  at  the  same  time  as  Hub- 
banVs.  We  come  to  the  probably  correct  conclusion  that  Passa- 
wmaway  said  something  very  pretty  and  exceedingly  eloquent 
sometime.f 

When  he  had  seen  the  snows  of  a  hundred  winters  or  so  pass 
away  he  concluded,  like  many  another  sinner,  to  join  the  church. 
To  the  apostle  Elliot,  who  had  Icll  friends,  home,  and  happy  coun- 

•Houton's  Hlelorj'  of  Concord,  N.  II.,  80. 

fllaretow  li'ivoH  tlio  rollowing:  '•  lIo.nikoM,*'  m\U\  PnwBnronnwny,  "to  iliolnst 
wordH  <»r  your  Jntlicr  iiixl  IViciid.  ThcM'liite  men  me  llio  bomb  of  the  fiioi-niiig.  The 
Greiit  Spirit  id  Uicir  father.  If  is  enn  shines  bright  nliont  thcni.  Never  malce  war 
with  tlu'ni.  Sure  as  yon  liglit  tlic  llros  tlic  l)rcatli  of  lioaven  will  turn  the  flames 
U|>on  you  and  destroy  yon.  Lifiton  to  my  advice.  It  Ih  the  Inst  I  shall  be  allowed 
to  givo  you.    Itcmcmber  it  and  live  I"—  I'list.  of  N.  II.,  C8. 

Hon.  Chandler  K.  Potter  gives  this  fancind  version  :  "  Hearken  to  the  words 
of  your  father.  1  am  an  old  oak  that  lias  n  ithstood  the  ntoi-ms  of  more  than  an  hnn* 
dreil  winters.  Leaves  and  branches  liavo  been  ptrippod  fkom  me  by  the  winds  and 
IVosts ;  my  eyes  are  dim  —  my  limbs  totter  —  I  nmst  soon  fall,  lint  wlion  yonng  and 
Btuiily— -when  my  bow  no  young  mini  of  tlio  Pcnnar.ooks  couM  l»cnd  — when  my 
anftwa  would  pierce  a  deer  at  u  Inindivd  yardM,  and  1  could  bury  my  luitclua  in  u 
sapling  to  tiie  eye, —  no  wigwam  li:ul  8o  many  fur^,  no  pole  so  nuuiy  Kcnip-locks  au 
J»aMsaconaway*«.  Tlien  I  was  delighted  in  war.  Tlie  wlioop  ot  the  rcnnacook 
w.'iN  lieard  on'the  Moliawk,  and  no  voice  so  lon«l  as  PaHsairfuui way's.  The  sculps 
upon  the  polo  of  my  wigwam  told  the  8tory  (»!'  Mohawk  sufTering. 

"The  Knglisli  came.  They  seized  our  lands.  /  Hat  me  (toiim  at  rennaeook. 
Tlioy  followed  upon  my  footsteps.  I  nmdc  war  upon  them,  but  they  fmtght  with 
tins  and  thunder;  my  young  men  were  swept  down  befora  me  when  uo  dim  was 
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try  to  cross  the  ocean  on  an  errand  of  mercy,  is  due  his  conversion, 
lie  left  ofT  Juggling  and  l>ccame  a  very  good  man.  lie  vas  benev- 
olent, peaceAil,  and  forgiving.  Wo  think  it  fortunate  for  the  very 
kind-hearted  and  well-disposed  colonists  who  came  to  Massachu- 
setts and  New  Hampshire  that,  like  Massasoit,  he  was  not  fight- 
ingly  disposed.  It  is  a  notorious  fact  that  the  English  trespassed 
on  his  hunting-grounds  and  stole  his  lands.*^  Yet  he  never  stole 
anything  fi-oni  thorn.  They  killed  his  warriors— yet  ho  never 
killed  a  white  num,  woman,  or  child.  Tliuy  captured  and  impris- 
oned his  sonsf  and  daughters — yet  he  never  led  a  captive  into 
tlie  wilderness.  Once  the  pix>udcst  and  most  noble  Bashaba  of 
New  England,  he  passed  his  extrome  old  ago  poor,  forsaken,  and 
robbed  of  all  that  was  dear  to  him,  by  those  to  whom  he  had  been 
a  firm  friend  for  nearly  half  a  century. 

Passaconaway  luid  six  children — four  sons  and  two  daughters 
whom  we  i*ead  of — and  perhaps  ho  had  more.  The  exceedingly 
pretty  names  of  the  boy  pappooses  wcra  as  follows :  Nauamoco- 
muck,  who  first  was  sachem  or  sagamora  of  the  AVachusctts  in 
Massachusetts,  and  secondly  with  his  whole  tribe  was  changed 
into  the  great  Amariscoggin  nation,  of  which  he  continued  chief; 
Wonalancet,  a  peaceable  man,  who  trod  in  the  Ibotstops  of  his 
father:  Unanunquossct,  of  whom  we  know  but  little,  and  Nona- 
tomenut.  AVo  are  much  grieved  that  the  naipe  of  the  eldest 
daughter  has  not  come  down  to  us.  It  only  transpiras  that  she 
was  the  squaw-queen  of  the  ix)yal  Nobhow.    The  youngest  was 


ticnr  llioin.  I  trUuX  gnrtu^ry  agniiiHt  (lunii,  hiil  llioy  ntill  lucnMiHtMl  niid  invvniltil 
over  iiiu  iiiid  iniiu>,  iind  1  pivo  piaco  iiiid  n'Un*<|  to  my  hfniilinii  ihlaml  of  NntU 
cook.  1  run  iiiuku  tliu  tlrv  luufliiiii  grvoii  and  livo  aK»)ii;  lean  Uiku  tliu  i-aUlcMiiakc 
iu  uiv  palm  as  a  wonn  without  lianii.  J,  who  have  had  coiiiiiiiiiiioii  with  the  iivtsAi 
Spirit— dreaminir  and  awake  — J  am  powcrlcDB  bcrora  the  pule  faces. 

"The  oak  wUl  soon  bi-eak  bel'ora  the  whirlwind  — it  nhivers  and  shukcs  even 
now.  Boon  its  trunk  will  bo  prohtratc,  tlio  ant  and  Iho  worm  will  sport  uiiou  it. 
Then  think,  my  chihiron,  or  what  1  say.  1  comniuno  with  the  (ircat  Spirit,  lie 
whispers  mo  uow :  '  Tell  your  people,  peace  I  l*oac<i  is  the  only  hope  of*  your  race. 
1  have  given  lire  and  thunder  to  the  pale  faces  for  weapons.  I  have  made  them 
plentier  than  the  leavos  of  the  forobt,  ami  still  shall  they  inr.reasR.  TIiohv  mead- 
ows shall  they  turn  with  the  plow  — these  forosls  shall  fall  by  ihuir  axe;  the  pale 
facet  shall  live  upon  your  hunting  grounds,  and  make  their  villages  upon  your  llhh- 
Ing  places.'  The  iinuii  Spirit  says  this,  and  it  muHt  be  so.  We  are  few  and  power- 
less before  them.  We  must  ImukI  before  tlie  storm.  The  wind  blows  hant.  The 
old  oak  trembles  I  The  branches  art)  gone.  Its  sap  is  fi-ozen.  It  l»endsl  It  fallsl 
I'eace.  ]»eace  with  the  white  man,  is  the  command  of  the  iireat  8plrit,  and  the  wish 
—  the  last  wish  —  of  I'assaconaway .—  Hist,  of  Manchester,  00. 

IV.  Mass.  II.  C.  series  a,  82. 

•  Pottei-'s  Hist,  of  Alanchester,  01. 

t  Wlieu  the  gov't  of  Ms.  sent  forty  men  to  arrest  Pnssaconaway  they  did  uot 
succeed,  but  captuitxl  his  sonne  Wonalmicet. —  Wiiithi'op's  Joiirmil. 

Drake's  Indian  Biog.  i7U. 
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Wotnniooy  ilic  bcnutifiil  8qnaw  of  MoiialawamimtcCy  the  liaughty 
Hngamoro  of  Saugiis.  From  tlio  poet  Whittiei*  vfo  learn  that  the 
maiTiagfe  of  this  beautiful  Indian  girl  was  celebrated  in  great 
state,  and  that  the  bride  was  escorted  to  her  lord's  wigwam  or 
palace  by  a  noble  train  of  warriors ;  that  homesick  the  Saugus 
chief  returned  her  to  visit  Pa^saconaway  with  like  ])om]),  and  that 
in  due  time  ho  demanded  her  back  willi  the  snme  fonnality.  But 
old  Passaconaway  had  got  sick  of  this  foolery  and  vain  show,  and 
would  not  take  the  trouble  to  restore  her.  Whereupon,  the  poem 
states,  she  left  her  father's  wigwam  at  Peunacook — by  the  way, 
Passaconawiiy  never  had  a  wigwam  there — io  sail  down  the  Mer- 
rimack home,  but  unfortunatoly  prriHlied  on  tlie  foaming  hills  of 
Amoskeag;  a  very  poetical  idea,  but  an  exceedingly  improbable 
tale.    AVetamoo  was  known  as  a  grass  widow  for  many  years.* 

Wq  give  this  somewhat  extended  account  of  Passaconaway, 
for  his  life  illustrates  some  of  the  ihicst  traits  of  Indian  character. 
As  Bashaba  he  was  obeyed  by  all  the  Indians  of  New  I(ampshii*e. 
and  by  many  other  of  the  New  England  tribes.  Ue  died  about 
1GC3.  In  the  deep  wood,  at  a  place  now  unknown,  the  noblest  of 
the  Nipmuck  Indians,  their  Inst  and  greatest  Bashaba,  was  laid  to 
rest  in  the  burial  place  of  his  ancestors. 

*  Morton's  Now  Enginnci  Cniinnn. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

IK  WHICH  IS  8£T  FORTH  THE  MANNER  THE  PEMIGEWASSETTS  SOME- 
TIMES ENJOYED  THEMSELVES  WHILE  THE  NEW  BASHABA  LIVED, 
AND  THEN  OF  A  SLIGHT  WAR  THAT  AROSE,  WHICH  WAS  EX- 
CEEDINGLY ENTERTAINING  TO  THEM,  TOGETHER  WITH  ITS  l*IOUS 
CLOSE  AT  QUOCHECO. 

The  Pcmigewossetts,  a  tdbc  of  tho  great  Nipmuck  nation, 
belonging  to  tho  widely  extended  Algonquin  race,  were  at  peace 
wllli  the  English  for  llfly  years  after  tlio  llrst  scttlenicnts  wei*o 
made  at  Dover  Neck  and  Strawberry  Bank.  The  same  is  true  as 
far  as  tho  thirteen  other  great  tribes  of  Now  IIainp8hii*e  were  con- 
cerned. But  with  tho  Marquas  or  Mohawks — sometimes  called 
Mohogs — their  relations  wcro  not  always  the  most  friendly.  IIow 
many  tierce  battles,  cunning  ambuscades,  or  gray-of-the-morning 
surprises  our  Peinigewassetts  encountered  or  inflicted  upon  them, 
cannot  now  bo  told.  Wo  lanienl  this  ignorance,  but  there  is  no 
romedy,  for  their  birch-bark  histories,  if  they  over  had  any,  ai*o 
all  burnt  up;  tJieir  story-telling  Icgend-inon  are  all  dead,  while  the 
Just  and  worthy  English  settlers  had  such  a  holy  horror  and  pious 
hatred  of  red-skins  that  they  would  have  disdained  to  record  their 
great  wars,  oven  if  they  had  known  anything  about  them.  In 
fact,  tho  reasons  why  tho  learned  historians  of  those  days  say  so 
little  and  frequently  nothing  about  our  beloved  Pemigowassetts 
are  Just  these:  First,  because  they  lived  far  in  the  interior,  and 
did  not  travel  down  to  the  coast  very  often  to  report  themselves, 
and  when  they  did  they  had  somehow  changed  into  some  other 
great  tribe,  being  known  as  tho  Anioskeogs,  Nashuos,  or  Winnc- 
cowotts,  Just  as  it  happened,  tho  name  depending  upon  the  place 
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of  their  temporary  gojouni  and  changing  with  their .  removal. 
Secondly,  the  EngliRh  scarcely  ever  visited  them ;  for  it  must  be 
remembered  that  ton  other  great  tribes  of  Now  Hampshire  always 
iniervcned.  Tiiirdly,  (he  PuiiUniH  believed  tlie  Indians  to  bo  the 
chihiren  of  the  devil,  and  their  Quaker-loving,  witch-lianging 
ix;1igion  forbade  tlicm  to  iissociate  with  sue] i  low  offspring;  and 
fourthly,  being  religiously  inclined  to  blot  out  the  devil  and  his 
works,  they  would  take  especial  pains  to  destroy  rather  tlian  pre- 
serve the  history  of  our  happy  Pemigewassotls.  Still  we  know 
enough  of  that  history  to  be  tissurcd  that  in  battle  they  did  some- 
times distinguish  and  immortalize  themselves  among  all  good 
lighting  Indians.  , 

Ohl  Acteon  used  to  tell  how  often  a  large  number  of  bravo 
war-jmrties,  each  consisting  of  three  or  more  fierce,  gloi^-seeking 
soldiers,  all  painUMl  and  plumed,  went  nnijostically  forHi  to  light 
the  Mohawks.  They  have  danced  the  war-dance,  taken  leave 
of  the  women  and  children,  and  having  gathered  around  their 
chosen  chief,  depart  from  the  shadows  of  Moosihiuke  and  the 
Haystacks.  The  Indian  story-teller  of  two  hundred  years  ago, 
listening,  might  have  heard  them  singing  as  tliey  crossed  the  long 
river  of  pines — the  Connecticut  — 

"  Tlic  cnploH  pnrnin  on  liigli, 
Tlu'y  whet  l\w\r  loikcd  licnks; 
|{:iis(>,  rnlso  llu*  ImUlo-cry, 
*TiM  itiiiiu  out*  Icailor  souks." 

Or  he  might  have  heard  the  whistling  of  their  arrows,  the  whirr 
of  their  tomahawks,  and  their  savage  shouts  in  the  valleys  of  the 
Hudson  and  Mohawk  rivers,  or  in  the  dark  glens  of  the  Green 
mountains.  Wa  can  well  believe  that  such  brave  mountaineers 
were  often  victorious,  and  returned  triumi)hant  with  rich  trophies 
of  dangling  scalps.  But  as  all  great  military  commanders  know, 
that  the  fortunes  of  battle  are  fickle,  it  is  nothing  more  thnn  fair 
to  presume  that  the  war  chief  sometimes  came  back  with  a  huge 
fiea  in  his  eiir,  more  scalps  having  been  left  among  the  festive 
Mohawk  fighters  than  he  would  well  care  to  acknowledge. 

Thus  the  Pcmigewassetts  found  the  wildest  kind  of  enjoyment, 
and  we  suppose  pretty  much  all  the  rest  of  the  New  England  In- 
dians lived  in  the  same  way,  even  to  the  time  of  the  death  of  the 
great  Basbaba,  Pussaconaway. 
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But  ill  1G75  a  groat  war  with  Uic  English  ai-ose,  iu  which  mauy 
of  tho  Nipmitcks  engaged,  and  whicli  was  exceedingly  interesting 
to  the  Vcniigcwussctts  who  lived  among  our  hills. 

Philip  of  Mount  iro]>e,  suchkni  of  the  Wouipanoags,  known 
iu  Indian  tongue  as  the  renowned  l*onie(acoui,  waged  (he  first 
war  with  the  peaceable  Puritans.  The  English  had  arrested  aud 
executed  his  wamors  without  his  consent.  lie  himself  witli  his 
child  they  iiad  captured  and  sold  into  slavery.  Tho  chieftain  was 
stung  to  the  quick;  madness  seized  upon  him;  hatred  tonnented 
him,  and  soon  his  heart  burned  for  revenge.  Besides,  tlio  en- 
croachments of  his  white-faced  enemy  wore  driving  him  from  his 
hunting-grounds.  War  was  inaugurated.  What  Alexander  or 
Hannibal  was  to  the  ancients,  or  Bonaparte  to  the  last  genera- 
tion, was  Philip  to  the  Indians.  The  bravest  in  the  fight,  the  most 
skilled  in  diplomacy,  and  eloquent  above  all  others  in  tlio  council, 
the  great  sachem  enlisted  nearly  every  New  England  tribe  in  his 
cause. 

Wonaltincet,  in  part  successor  to  Piissiiconaway,  true  to  tho 
teachings  of  his  father  and  the  apostle  Elliot,  rcAiscd  to  join  him. 
This  Nipmuck  sachem  could  not  break  his  faith  pledged  to  tho 
English,  neither  could  he  be  a  traitor  to  his  own  race  and  fight 
against  Philip.  Beset  on  one  hand  to  fight  for  the  English,  on  tho 
other  Philip  endeavored  to  gain  him  as  an  ally ;  refusing  to  join 
the  first  he  was  suspected  of  treachery,  and  holding  himself  aloof 
from  the  second,  he  was  hated  by  ull  the  hostile  Indians. 

There  was  no  safety  for  him  at  home  on  tho  beautiful  island  of 
Wickasauke,  where  he  had  long  resided,  and  he  fied  to  the  land  of 
the  Peiniacooks.  And  hero  let  us  notice  a  very  novel  idea,  once 
before  slightly  alluded  to.  Wonalancct,  by  almost  every  writer  on 
the  subject,  has  been  styled  the  sachem  of  the  Pennacooks.  Yet 
all  his  life,  up  to  the  period  referred  to,  he  had  lived  amongst  tlie 
Paw  tucket  Indians,  and  we  have  no  record  of  his  ever  residing  in 
the  Pennacook  country  until  he  was  compelled  to  seek  refuge  in 
it  at  this  time.  Yet  he  only  copies  the  historical  style  of  his  father, 
Passaconaway,  who,  likewise  called  the  Pennacook  sachem,  never 
lived  in  that  country  at  all. 

The  withdrawal  of  Wonalancct  with  his  few  followers  alarmed 
tho  coui*ageous  colonists  very  much.    liuuuei*s  wck*c  sent  ''to 
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NatacookOy  Pcuogooge,  or  otlier  people  of  those  nai^them  /n- 
dians"  iuyiting  Woualaiicet  or  any  other  of  the  principal  men  to 
rctnrn.  But  Wonalancct  did  not.  choose  to  accept  the  polite  invi- 
tation, which  waR  very  much  in  the  ibrin  of  a  peremptory  Bnin- 
mons,  and  Captain  Moseiy,  the  noted  Indian  fighter^  was  sent  to 
disperse  the  Indian  enemy  ''at  Penagooge  said  t/)  be  gathered 
tliere  for  tlie  pnrpose  of  miscliicf.''  But  the  valiant  captahi  could 
not  find  him,  and  he  had  to  content  himself  with  burning  wig- 
wams, and  destroying  dried  fish  which  had  been  cured  for  winter 
nse. 

Wonalancet  was  off  to  the  fastnesses  of  the  mountains, 
"whore,"  as  Major  (lookhi  wiys,  '*  ir(fs  a  plncr.  of  good  lunilmg 
for  moose,  deer,  bear,  and  other  such  wild  beasts  J' 

Late  in  the  autumn  all  the  Wamcsits,  alias  the  Wauchusetts, 
alias  the  Pawtuckets,  Joined  him.  They  had  been  basely  treated, 
had  been  driven  from  their  homes,  and  only  found  "Wonalancct  in 
his  safe  hiding-plnco  aitx^r  much  toll,  privation,  and  sufrering. 
Numphow,  their  sagamore.  Mystic  George,  a  teacher,  **  besides 
divers  other  men,  women,  and  children  perished  by  the  way."  An 
old  legend,  told  first  perhaps  by  Acteon,  then  repeated  by  our 
grandfathers,  seated  at  evening  around  their  gix;at  cabin  fire- 
X)Iace8,  says  that  the  above-mentioned  two  lie  buried  on  the  banks 
of  the  Asquamchnmanke. 

Many  other  Indians  joined  Wonalancet  in  his  retreat.  Among 
tliem  was  •Monocco,  or  one-eyed  John,  and  fShoshamin,  or  Saga- 
more Sam,  a  valiant  chief  who  had  fought  under  Philip.  Some 
of  these  refugees  even  went  to  the  head-waters  of  the  Connecticut, 
and  during  the  long  and  cold  winter  suflercd  severely. 

rhilip*8  war  closed  in  <he  summer  of  1G76,  Wonalancct  with 
Jiii«  people  then  returned  to  the  south  part  of  the  HIato.  On  (he 
sixth  of  July  he  with  several  others  made  a  treaty  with  the  Eng- 

•  Bfonocco,  flo  cnllocl  bv  hit  countrymen,  but  liy  the  Kn^rlfph,  One-eyed-John. 
\vn«  ttTuied  by  nn  early  writer  an  otnblo  fellow.  Wlicn  IMiilip'swnr  be^nn  he  livecl 
nenr  Lanc-jixtor,  Mjimm.  lit*  had  rre(|U(*iiily  Mervtul  iu  Mii*  warn  af^aiuKl  the  Mo- 
liankH.  Willi  (MM)  liKliauM  he  burned  Jianr.aKt<M'  and  earri<*d  all  the  inhabilants  into 
e^iptirily.  Ifc  afterwards  burned  <jrolon,  and  boaflted  much  what  lie  was  K^ing  to 
do.  Jlc  was  one  of  Mioec  who  were  cai)tnred  at  Cocheeo,  was  taken  to  iJofilon, 
mandied  through  the  Htreetn  with  a  halter  ubout  his  neek,  "and  hanged  at  the 
lown'H  end,  Sept.  2U,  H57(»."—  DrakeV  Ind.  Hiopf.  2U7. 

Niles'  llinlory  of  the  Indian  and  Krenrli  Wars,  Mh.  II.  C.  Sd  series,  vol.  vi.  202. 

tSliot«handn,  alias  rskalnprnu,  and  called  by  tlie  Kn^rlinh,  SaprMmoir  Sam.  He 
wiiH  II  liiKh-niiiidrd,  "  iiinKiinnihuMiH  Hiichfiii.'*  At  Ihe  burnbi^  (d*  l<aH<'.aHii>r  he 
look  an  active  part.    Jlo  waH  handed  willi  Monocco. —  licakc'H  liidhui  lliog.  2118. 
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lish.  By  it  they  agi*eed  to  live  in  peace;  that  they  would  dellvor 
np,  for  a  rewai*dy  all  hostile  Indians  who  shonld  come  araong^ 
them,  or  give  notice  wlici-o  they  wci*e;  and  that  the  English  on 
their  pai*t  should  attend  to  their  own  business,  and  if  they  meddled 
with  the  Indians  or  their  cKlutcs  the  oflenders  should  ho  tried  hy 
English  laws — and  these  by  the  way  generally  found  the  whites 
innocent  as  turtle  doves.  It  was  signed  on  the  one  part  by  Mr. 
Richard  Waldron,  to  be  mentioned  hercaflcry  Nic.  Sliiipleigh,  and 
Thos.  Daniel ;  on  the  other  hy  Wo!ialancet,  Sqnando,*  Doney,t 
Serogumba,!  and  others. 

This  same  Uichard  Waldron,  or  tlio  "IVfajor,"  as  ho  was  c<Mn- 
monly  termed,  had  been  engaged  in  the  above-board  business  of 
persuading  Indians  to  desert  Philip.  Three  hundred  of  these,  to- 
gether with  Wonalancet  and  a  hundred  handsome  Nliimucks, 
came  to  Quocheco  on  the  first  of  September,  at  the  invitation  of 
"the  good  Major."  A  few  days  later  Captains  Syell  and  Ifathorn, 
brave  trooping  men,  with  their  companies  also  arrived  in  town. 
They  were  marching  to  the  eastern  country.  Their  oi-dcre  were 
to  seize  all  Indians,  and  they  wanted  to  fall  upon  Major  AValdron's 
four  hundred  guests  at  once.  But  he  dissented.  lie  was  afraid 
both  friends  and  foes  would  be  killed.  By  his  advice  a  little 
friendly  strategy  was  put  in  practice.  A  grand  sham-tight  was 
arranged.  The  English  were  on  one  side — the  Indians  on  the 
other.  The  latter  wei'e  furnished  with  a  piece  of  cannon,  on 
wheels,  loaded  by  English  gunners.  As  the  unsuspecting  Indians 
manned  the  di*ag-ropes,  tlie  gun  by  the  merest  accident  ranging 
along  their  lines,  strange  to  say  it  went  oil',  no  one  knew  how  — 
perhaps  by  spontaneous  conibuslion — and  several  were  killed. 
The  rest,  including  wounded,  were  taken  prisoncrn.    A  hundred 


*SquaiKlo  yvaa  ulno  a  siiguiiiure  or  Sav.o  ov  Hokokitt.  lie  wad  oiio  uf  the  cliiur 
boginnoi'8  uud  cliiol'  lU'.torH  in  tUo  wur,  l(l75-ti.  IJc  wa»  rouiM.'(l  U>  ii  liatrc«i  of  Uie 
KnglidU  by  tlie  rudo  luitl  intliocrect  act  of  dome  Kiiglidh  dcamcii,  who  cither  lor 
mJgchief  overset  a  cauoo  in  wliicli  wad  Hquuuiio'M  \%  ife  aud  c.liild,  or  to  tmo  il'yoiiiifc 
Iiuliaii6  could  bwiiu  naturally,  like  anlniald  ol'  the  lirulo  creation,  tut  dome  had  re> 
i»orte«1.  [.loliii  JoHd<>lyn,  <ii'nt.,  Haiti  iliey  could  hwiui  like  do^^M.j  The  rhdd  went 
to  the  bott<un,  but  wud  duved  iVoui  dmwniuK  by  the  nu>lliei''d  diviu:;  down  aud 
bringing  it  U|).  Vet  witldu  a  wink*  allor  the  Hsiiil  child  died,  'riu)  wliited  did  not 
believe  tlie  ticath  ol'  the  ehihl  wud  owing  to  the  iuiuicrdion ;  bliil,  we  uiui»t  allow, 
the  Indians  knew  ad  well  ad  they.  He  wad  engaged  in  several  battles,  one  of  which 
was  the  attaek  upon  Saeo  In  1075.    Jle  was  a  bravo  Indian.—  I>rake*d  liul.  Uiog.SWi. 

t  l>oney  was  a  Hueo  saehcni.  He  signed  an  Indian  livaty  in  1US4.  lie  (uicc  had 
a  cajitive  by  the  name  of  lliouuu  Jtulvr.  What  Doney'd  late  wa.t  is  uncurUun. — 
Drake's  Uul.  Iliog.  :H)S. 

I  Seroguniba  wa^  a  sagamore. 
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or  SO  of  them  were  haugcd.  Two  hmidred  were  sold  into  slavery, 
while  the  hundred  np-conntry  Indians,  including  some  of  our 
Peinigcwassctts,  were  dif^misscd  to  their  liomes.  Tliithcr  they 
went,  exceedingly  well-plcnscd  with  their  kind  treatment,  and 
firmly  convinced  that  then*  pale-faced  enterlainers  wore  the  most 
honest,  reliable,  and  pious  set  of  cut-throats  with  whom  they  ever 
hnd  the  happiness  to  become  acquainted. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

HOW  ACXX)RI>ING  TO  TRADITION  THE  PEMrCEWASSETTS  WEKE  PRES- 
ENT AT  A  «RKAT  COURT  AT  QUOCIIECO,  WTIICUK  TIIK  LAWS  WKUK 
VERY  LEGALLY  EXECUTED  AND  JUSTICE  DONE  —  ACCORDING  TO 
THE  IDEAS  OF  CERTAIN  EXASPERATED  RED  MEN. 

The  valiant  deeds  of  Major  AValdron  and  the  bmve  cap- 
tains at  Quoclicco  were  well  remembered  by  the  northern  Indians, 
among  whom  were  numbered  the  Pemigewassetts.  They  believed 
that  the  pious  Qnochcco  settlers  and  their  allies  had  committed  a 
gi*eat  sin.  After  thinking  the  subject  over  for  ten  years  or  more, 
and  after  having  had  their  thoughts  quickened  from  time  to  time 
by  the  Indian  slaves,  many  of  whom  had  returned,  they  came  to 
the  solemn  conclusion  that  it  was  their  duty  to  take  the  law  into 
their  own  hands  and  see  it  properly  executed.  Accordingly  they 
planned  an  expedition  to  (each  Major  Waldron  and  his  friends  a 
lesson,  if  nothing  more. 

The  leader  was  Kancamagus ;  and  as  he  often  sat  down  in  the 
Pemigewassett  countiy,  being  a  Pemigewassett  chief  when  there, 
we  must  give  him  a  passing  notice.  He  was  **  grant-son  "  of  Ptis- 
saconaway.  For  many  years  he  was  chief  of  the  Amariscoggins, 
sometimes  of  tlie  Peipuiwkees,  and  linally  a  Pennacook  sachem. 
At  one  time  he  was  the  firm  ally  of  the  i*enowned  Worombo,*  and 
with  him  maintained  a  strong  fort  far  in  the  wildcrnces,  on  the 


*  Woroiiibo  wutf  a  Biichoin  or  thu  AmnrURog|ci>i2<*  Ho  had  u  fort  on  tlio  Hvoi' 
Imnk.  It\vu8  captiirtMl  by  Col.  CliiircJi  in  liKN),  Sopt.  11.  Two  of  Woronibo'tt  rliii- 
(Iran  wui'o  t^iken  priHonvru  un«l  currbnl  lo  IMynioulli.    8cv(mi  diiyn  uIUt,  Kiin(':nna- 

(rii8  unil  Woronibo  fell  n|Mni  Clinirli  by  burpHHo  at  Ciinco,  Muinc,  killeti  hovrn  of 
iitf  men  ami  wonmluil  Iwcnty-rour  more,  two  ol'  whom  (itcd.  The  huliauo  were 
boateii  oflf  only  after  u  long  ami  despcruto  tight.  He  wait  a  bravo  Indian.  What 
bocamo  or  him  18  nnccrUdii. 
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l)ankR  of  tho  Androscoggin.  Ho  was  a  brave  and  politic  chief,  and 
had  a  little  of  the  forgiving  spirit  of  his  grandfather  Passacona- 
way  and  uncle  Wonalancet,  but  his  mercy  did  not  endure  forever. 
In  person  ho  was  tall  and  well-proportioned ;  ho  possessed  gi*eat 
strength,  was  fleet  of  foot,  and  hud  an  eye  like  an  eagle. 

When  the  gentle  Racliem  Wonalancet  fled  away  as  he  did  to 
the  land  of  the  Arosognnticookfl,  otIicrwiHo  known  or  tho  St. 
Francis  Indians,  with  a  portion  of  his  tribe,  Kancaniagus  took  up 
his  residence  in  tho  f<u*tilo  meadows  of  the  l*ennacooks.  Cranflcld'^ 
tho  English  governor  at  tho  time,  did  not  like  the  idea  of  his 
residing  in  the  hunting  grounds  of  his  ancestoi*s,  and  being  a 
scrupulous  man  he  wont  to  New  York  and  entered  into  au  engage- 
ment with  tho  gentle  flghting  Mohawks  f  U)  come  and  drive  him 
and  his  people  away.  Kancamngus  heard  of  tho  design,  and 
addi-cssed  sovernl  letters  to  the  "  Ilonur  Governor  my  friend," 
and  sent  him  presents  of  beaver-skins,  but  without  much  eflfect. 
In  fact,  the  governor  was  Arm  in  his  purpose;  the  Mohawks  sent 
word  that  they  were  coming,  and  Kancamagus  ond  his  braves, 
•  giving  up  the  idea  of  taking  their  revenge  just  then,  fled  far  into 
the  northern  wilderness. 

But  he  did  not  remain  long  away.  When  King  William's 
war  broke  out  he  was  back  again  upon  the  banks  of  the  Merri- 
mack. Around  the  council  fire  they  recounted  the  treachery  at 
Quochero;  how  their  brothei-s  had  some  been  butchered,  others 
sold  into  slavery;  some  hung  upon  trees  in  Boston  or  shot  down 
in  the  streets  at  noon-day;  and  how  they  had  been  burnt  in  the 
wigwams  by  the  dozen  in  time  of  peace ;  and  now,  as  the  war- 
times  oflcred  an  excellent  opportunity,  the  old  plans  for  revenge 
were  fully  determined  upon.  Under  the  trees  on  the  ba!iks  of 
the  river  they  dant'.ed  the  war-dance — the  war-paint  was  prepared 
— and  Aniariscoggins,  (Joosucks,  IVcjuawkees,  Winneinssaukies, 
AnioskiMigM,  IN^nnacooks,  Pemi«;o\vasHel.li<,  in  llnoall  theNipmncks 
HMnainingy  were  ready  to  put  their  plans  of  revenge  in  execution. 

lUit  Major  Waldroii  and  his  friends  might  have  been  saved. 
When  the  plan  was  maturing,  friendly  Indians  coninumicated  it 


•  He  wiis  nutliorixeil  a«  cnrlv  as  Mnrch  22, 1C83,  by  «ie  Council  of  Massachu- 
McltM  to  (in  this. —  rotter's  I  lint,  of  Man.  8:). 

tThc  MoliAwka  were  8omctimct<  cnllcil  Manquftwoj?**,  I.  o.,  ninn-catcrs. 

£ 
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to  Captain  Thomas  Illiichmaiiy  of  Cliclnisfonly  Mass.,  and  ho  im- 
mediately dispatched  a  mcsscng^cr  to  the  <|^overiior.  lUit  tlio  fatter 
was  cavolcss,  liocded  it  not,  llioii<^ht  nor  cared  but  little  about  it. 

Juno  27th,  1C89,  the  woods  about  Quochcco  were  full  of  In- 
dians. Our  valiant  tribes  had  conio  down.  Yet  tlip  inhabitants 
mistnist^id  nothing;  they  felt  Eccure,  for  as  yet  the  governor's 
messenger  had  not  arrived  with  the  warning. 

Night  came  on,  and  two  squaws,  as  the  plan  intended,  went 
to  each  of  the  garrison  houses  and  asked  leave  to  lodge  by  the 
fire.  In  the  night,  when  the  people  were  asleep,  they  were  to 
open  the  doors  and  gales  and  give  the  signal  by  a  whistle,  when 
the  Indians  should  rush  in  and  take  their  long-meditated  revenge. 
These  squaws,  in  pairs,  were  admitted  into  every  garrison  but 
one,  and  the  people  at  their  request  showed  them  how  to  open  the 
doors  in  case  they  should  have  occasion  to  go  out  in  the  night. 
Mesandowit,  a  chieftain  under  Kancamagus,  was  a  guest  of  Major 
Waldron.  At  supper,  with  his  usual  familiarity,  he  said :  ^'  Broth- 
er Waldron,  what  would  you  do  if  the  strange  Indians  should 
come?"  The  Major  carelessly  answered  that  he  could  assemble  a 
hundred  men  by  lifting  his  linger.  In  this  unsuspeclingconii- 
dcnco  the  garrison  retired  to  rest. 

When  the  gates  wore  opened  the  signal  was  given.  The  In- 
dians rushed  in,  and  the  butchery  commenced.  The  Major,  awak- 
ened by  the  noise,  Jumped  out  of  bed,  and  tliough  advanced  in 
life  to  the  oge  of  eighty  years,  ho  retained  so  much  vigor  as  to  be 
able  to  drive  them  through  two  or  three  doors;  but  as  he  was  re- 
turning for  his  other  arms,  they  came  behind  and  stunned  him 
wi til  a  hatchet,  drew  him  into  his  hall,  and  seating  him  in  an  elbow 
chair  mounted  on  a  long  table,  insultingly  asked  him,  ''  Who  shall 
Judge  Indians  now?"  They  then  obliged  tlio  people  in  the  house 
to  get  them  some  supper,  and  when  they  had  done  eating  they 
cut  the  Major  across  the  breast  and  belly  Avith  knives,  each  one 
witli  his  stroke  saying,  *' I  cross  out  my  account  I"  They  then 
cutolf  his  nose  and  ears,  forcing  them  into  his  month;  and  when, 
spent  with  the  loss  of  biood,  he  was  fast  falling  duwn  from  the 
table,  one  of  them  held  his  sAVord  under  him,  which  quick  put  an 
end  to  his  misery.  Five  or  six.  houses,  and  all  the  mills,  were 
burned;  twenty-three  people  were  killed,  and  twenty-nine  were 
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carrlod  nway  captiro.    Boforo  tlio  morning  ilio  Indians  woro  off 
to  llicii*  ihsincsscs  nniong  (lio  nionntaius. 

Gov.  Cninficld*8  messenger  urrlvcd  nt  Quoclicco  lliat  very 
afternoon^  but  too  late  to  prevent  tlie  slauglitcr. 

An  instance  of  generous  forbearance  on  (lie  part  of  a  warrior 
is  related:  Mrs.  Heard  was  by  clianco  fastened  outside  of  lier 
husband's  garrison  Iiouse.  Slie  liid  ficrself  in  tbe  buslies  near  by, 
so  near  that  slic  witnessed  the  wild  ma^sacro  and  the  burning  of 
the  buildings.  A  young  Indian  came  towards  her  with  a  hatchet 
as  if  to  Ivill  her,  but  when  lie  loolvcd  in  her  face  he  turned  away 
with  a  yell  and  lied.  AVIion  tlio  four  hundred  wei-^  seized  in  1676, 
an  Indian  boy  took  refuge  in  Iier  Iiouse,  where  she  concealed  him 
until  lie  was  able  to  eflcct  his  escape  in  safety.  The  young  warrior 
was  that  boy.  He  had  not  forgotten  her,  and  her  kindness  to  him 
saved  her  lilb. 

The  Mipinucks  hod  taken  their  revenge — their  wrongs  woro 
in  part  cancelled. 

The  colonies  were  annized — awe-struck.  Kancamagus  wa^ 
outlawed,  and  a  price  set  upon  his  head.  Captain  Noyes,  with 
soldiers,  marched  to  Pennacook,  but  the  Indians  had  lied.  NoUi- 
ing  was  found  but  some  corn,  which  was  destroyed.  Other  sol- 
diet*s  went  as  far  north  as  the  White  mountains,  and  so  much 
were  the  Indians  pressed,  as  Actcon  relates,  that  even  tlio  Pemi- 
gewassetts  were  compelled  to  leave  their  hunting  grounds,  and 
hurry  away  to  the  head- waters  of  the  Connecticut  and  across  the 
border  into  Canada. 

About  thin  time  the  first  Indinn  cnptiros  woro  carried  into  our  northern  wil* 
dcmofi8.  In  KUfi,  Utuic  llrndlry,  ngtMt  15,  nnd  Willlnm  Whittnkcr,  aged  U,  were 
t4ikrn  prifioiicrHiind  rairtcd  i»  \\  iniH'pi(<Hiof(P4>lnko.— Mh.  II.C2d  HcricK,  vol.  4, 128. 

Ill  11X17  iho  K'loiirtilnl  IhtuniUi  Dtmtoii  \vn»  cniituriMl  til  lliivorliill,  MiiHfi.,  find 
wont  ni>  llii'  Mi'ri'iinicic  riviM'  towards  (iiti*  I'ciiiigowaMsetl  country,  as  I'nr  nn  the 
iniMilli  or  tho  Contooc'.ook  rlvn*.  Here  Ihoy  lodgtMl  upon  an  i8lau«l  lor  dotne  time 
anil  Mi'H.  I>iistoii  loniiud  thr  phin  ol  killin;^  the  wiiulc  party.  Twootlicr  prisoners, 
Mr*.  NofT  and  an  Kngiinh  l)oy,  readily  aprred  to  aHHint  her.  To  the  art  ol*  killing 
an«l  nr^ilping  kIio  waH  n  HtrauKer,  amrtliat  tliere  Blionid  ho  no  failuro  in  the  Ini8l* 
neHH,  Mix.  ImihIoii  in^tnl''l^<l  lli«^  lioy,  who,  (Voin  IiIh  lonfi:  n^Aidenco  with  them  had 
lM'i-<Miii'  ax  one  ol  lite  Indiana,  to  iiiiiiiire  oi  oiu*.  ol'  I  lie  men  how  it  wa^  done,  lie 
did  HO,  anil  Ifie  Indian  Hlioweil  him  wiMioiit  niihlinsling  llie  origin  ol  tlie  inquiry. 
It  waH  now  Manii  :(lst,  ami  in  I  hi;  dend  ol  night  roilowmg,tliin  l>lnody  tragedy  was 
cnarla'd.  WliiMi  llie  liidiaiiH  wen*  in  lh<'  most  sound  Hieep  tliene  i hire  capti veil 
aniiH*,  anil  Hollly  arming  lliemmdveA  wiili  llie  loniahawkH  ol'  iheirmastei-s,  nliotteil 
tlie  nninlicr  earli  nhonhl  kill ;  and  so  truly  did  tlioy  dirout  thoir  hlowH  that  but  one 
csi'nped  whom  they  UeHigned  to  kill.  This  was  n  woman  whom  they  bndly 
woniiiled.  There  wan  alHo  a  boy,  who  lor  Home  rennon  they  did  not  wish  to  harm, 
and  accordingly  he  was  allowed*  to  eKcape  iiahiirt.  Mi-s.  l>iiston  killed  her  mnston 
and  the  boy,  i«e(>iiard:»on,  killed  the  iirni  who  but  one  day  before  had  so  freely  told 
him  where  to  deal  the  deadly  blow  and  how  to  take  ofl*  a  scalp. 
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Kancamagns  did  not  long  remaia  idle.  Captain  Church,  a 
noted  Indian  fighter,  had  attaclced  Woi-omho's  fort,  captui-cd  it, 
and  with  it  the  wife  and  child  of  Kancamagns.  This  stung  the 
chieflain  to  the  qnick.  With  Woronibo  ho  fought  Church  at 
Cuscoy  killed  seven  white  racuy  and  wounded  twenty-four  more, 
two  mortally,  as  we  have  J>efore  narrated.  His  wife  and  cliild 
were  then  i^estored  to  him. 

This  famous  Indian  died  about  1691,  and  tradition  has  it  that 
lie  was  buried  in  the  land  of  the  rcniigowassetU. 

All  Wfut  ovor  bofuru  tlio  dnwn  of  ilny,  niul  nil  iliiiiKo  wore  yut  rundjr  Tor  loAvlnir 
tills  plncu  or  I>I(mnI.  All  Uiu  boiiU  liiiluiio  wuro  hcuIUuiI,  U»  pruvuiit  buiiig  piirtfuiMl, 
aiKl  wUli  whut  nriiis  aiul  provisiuiis  lliu  liulinu  cuiui>  iilToi-ilctl,  tliuy  eiiibnrkcd  itjioit 
tho  buul  rcinuiiiliiK,  and  ttluwly  and  siluiilly  tu4>k  llic  cuiir^o  of  llio  Mcrrhnnck  nvor 
tu  tliuir  boiiius,  wlioru  they  nil  huoii  nller  nrrlved  witlioiii  ncitidout. 

Several  etiier  white  captives  were  carried  into  tho  New.  Ilampsliire  woods 
about  IhiH  time,  aud  In  this  manaor,  probably,  the  drHt  white  persons  entered  the 
Asquamchumauke  vaUey. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

CX)NTAININC)  A  SLKSIIT  ATTKMIT  AT  lUOimAniV,  Oil  TIIK  RARLY 
LIKK  OK  AVATKUNOMKK,  OT1IKUWISE  WATTANUMON,*  SOMRTIMES 
VULOARIT  CALLKD  WALTKRNUMUSy  LAST  CIIIKF  OF  TUB  PEMI- 
OEWASSUTTS. 

In  a  wigwam  beside  the  Asquamchnmauke,  long  years  ago, 

as  old  Actcon  said,  was  born  a  young  pappoose,  whoso  history  is 
better  known  than  that  of  any  other  member  of  the  Pemigewassett 
tribe.  At  first,  lashed  to  its  cradle,  it  was  borne  about  from  place 
to  place  by  its  mother,  or  hung  upon  a  branch  of  a  tree  while  she 
was  at  work.  Then  the  boy  ran  by  the  bright  stream  in  spring- 
time, plucked  wild  fiowers,  and  chased  the  buUorflies.  As  the 
young  Wiitcrnomcc  grew  in  years,  he  journeyed  with  his  family 
tlii'onghout  the  whole  Icnglli  and  brcadlh  of  (lie  Nipmuck  terri- 
tory. AVhcu  he  arrived  at  manhood  he  became  the  chief  of  his 
individual  tribe,  and  often  went  back  to  the  old  hunting  grounds, 
the  land  of  his  birth. 

It  was  there  Acteon  first  saw  him.  He  said  ho  was  well 
built,  tall,  ''sti'ulght  as  a  pickerel,"  a  fine  smooth  face,  and 
with  "an  oyo  like  a  hawk."  lie  was  a  good  hunter,  and  was 
much  given  to  farming  (hence  his  name),  and  could  use  a  spear 
better  than  any  other  mnn  of  liis  tribe.  On  the  river  he  could 
make  his  canoe  fairly  fly,  and  he  had  marched  through  the  forest  a 
hundred  miles  in  a  day.f     He  wns  the  admiration  of  his  tribe,  and 

•The  u'onl  Waltaniinioii  menus  a  fnnncr,  or  planter. —  Potter,  2.>8. 

Tliorc  U'cro  other  Indinns  by  the  «amo  iinnio :  One  lived  at  Concord,  long  after 
(he  death  ol*  ttie  l*cmige\vu«tHOtt  chid'. 

fThny  arc  generally  quick  on  foot,  brought  up  IVom  the  breasts  to  running; 
their  lcg»  1>eiug  also  from  the  womb  stretclied  and  bound  up  in  a  strange  way  on 
their  cradle  backward,  ai  also  annointed.    Yet  they  hayo  tome  that  excel :   So  that 
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ho  80011  had  gi*cat  influence  in  every  other  clan  among  the  whole 
Nipmnck  people.* 

In  1G89  ho  is  flrat  montioiiM  in  English  history,  as  a  bravo  bat 
kind-hearted  Indian.  March  5th  of  that  year  <<  Waternumon,  nii 
Indian  who  lived  at  Newbury,"  as  he  is  described  and  hia  namo 
spelt,  in  a  company  of  thirty  or  forty  Indians  made  an  attack  iiiK>n 
Andover  and  killed  Ave  persons.  Colonel  Dudley  Bradsti-cct  and 
family  weix)  liis  friends,  and  when  there  was  danger  of  their  being 
killed,  ho  nished  forward  and  preserved  them. 

The  same  year,  in  May,  he  Avent  northward  to  his  old  haunts, 
and  ho  is  i*eported  by  those  who  went  to  ti*eat  with  tho  uortheiii 
Indians  as  one  of  tho  chief  captains  of  Wonalancet. 

At  the  attack  on  Quocheco,  as  ancient  ti*adition  has  it,  ho  was 
present  under  Kancamiigus,  and  witnessed  one  of  tho  wildest 
slaughtera  that  ever  happened  on  the  New  Ilanipshirc  fi*onticr. 
The  part  he  took  in  it,  however,  is  now  unknown. 

Then  came  ten  years  of  peace,  and  tho  chief  Waternomee 
went  back  among  the  mountains  and  made  his  homo  in  tho  pleas- 
ant hunting-grounds  of  his  boyhood. 

There  was  a  beautiful  planting  placo  at  tho  conflnence  of  tho 
Pcmigewassett  and  Asqnamchumauke  rivei*s;  good  Ashing  waters 
were  at  Sawheganet  and  Livermore  falls,  and  round  about  was 
the  best  of  hunting  in  all  tho  northern  woods.  Moose  and  deer 
were  in  tlie  valleys  and  upon  tho  hills,  and  he  got  largo  supplies 
of  beaver  skins  from  the  solitary  beaver  meadows  and  i)onds,  high 
up  on  the  streams,  even  to  their  very  sources  among  the  moun- 
tains.   Wuternomco  wsis  a  most  successful  hunter,  and  he  well 

I  have  knowu  many  of  them  run  between  ronrscore  or  nn  hundred  miles  in  a  dar, 
and  buck  within  two  tluvd.  Tlioy  do  nlHo  imictiou  running  nicus,and  commonly  lu 
the  summer  tliev  delight  to  go  witlimit  hIioch,  although  they  iitive  tliem  liungiug  aft 
their  backii.  Tiiey  iii*e  bo  ex(|niHilciy  Hkiiled  in  idl  tho  body  and  boweU  of  tho 
country  by  ro.'U)on8  ol'  their  hnniings,  lliat  1  iiiive  ollen  boon  guided  twenty,  thirty, 

i'cu  MonietnneM  lorty  milui  tlirougU  tlio  woodd  u  tftraiglit  courite,  out  ol'  any  |»aUi. — 
Coger  WiliiuuiM'  Key,  3  Maitti.  II.  C.  211. 

*Watcrnomeu,  it  \h  itaid,  liiid  an  IViendH,  who  livc<1  up  and  down  ilio  river, 
Tohunlo,  .Sngurniiiy,  Weranunipou  .Sugunnuy,  i'ar.oluiulu,  QuHngecnn,  Niumtuui, 
MonumuHque,  and  Pehuungun.  Tlie  l:iUur  wan  a  well  known  warrior,  and  hU 
iiamo  was  indicative  ol'  his  ciiurac.ler,  /*dutun(/nn  meaning,  *'  Uewai-e  of  Mel"  Ho 
was  killed  in  a  drunken  tVolir.  in  I7.tj,  at  llio  agt?  ol'  Til  years,  and  wan  hurittd  very 
curerully  — l!ie  Indians  treading  lliu  dirt  In  his  grave,  eiying  all  the  time  like 
maniacs,  "  Hj  no  get  up,"  "  lid  no  conu  back  now."  Tiiey  loared  his  ghost  would 
return  from  the  laud  ol  skadei  to  hauut  tUom. 

Drake  more  particularly  locates  the  Niiimucks  npon  tho  Nashua  rivor,  a 
branch  of  tho  Merrimack,  lie  gives  the  I'ollowiug  spelllugs  ol'  tho  namo :  Nopnata, 
Nipnets,  or  Nipmuks.—  Ind.  Uiog.  8i. 
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know  every  pond  and  stream,  and  flashing  wateiiUll  in  ali  bis 
pleasant  conntry. 

Acteon  saw  his  wigwam  fii*c  blazing  once  by  the  mouth  of  tlie 
Mikaseota  or  Black  brook,  and  heard  the  crack  of  his  rifle,  as  he 
shot  some  of  the  smaller  game  up  by  **  Indian  Hock."  Theii,  as 
he  once  travelled  northward  to  the  land  of  the  Coosucks,  he  on- 
camped,  as  the  Indians  were  wont  to  do,  by  Wachipauka  pond, 
the  leaping  waters  of  Oak  falls  making  pleasant  music  in  his  ears. 
Tradition  avors  that  Acteon  tolil  (he  story  how  AVaternomeo,  with 
a  few  other  Indians,  once  followed  the  Asquamchumauke  up  to  its 
very  source  in  the  mountains.  There  they  unnped  beside  a  beaver 
pond,  where  the  beaver,  Tunnnunk,  had  built  houses.  Thoso  they 
did  not  molest,  but  set  out,  just  as  the  sun  rose,  to  go  over  Moosil- 
auko  to  the  "Quonnocticut"  valley. 

Not  oHen  did  the  India)is  climb  the  mountain,  and  tlicy  only 
did  it  now  to  save  tinjo  and  distance.  It  was  a  hard  ascent  for 
tlieir  moccasined  feet,  over  the  stones  ami  through  the  hackma- 
tacks, as  they  called  the  dwarf  flrs  and  spruces;  but  upon  tho 
bald  mountain  crest  the  way  was  easier,  and  the  little  birds, 
Psnkses,  wei*e  whistling  and  singing  amo)ig  tho  lichens  and  rocks. 
When  they  reached  the  snmmit,  the  heaven,  Kesuk,  was  cloudless, 
and  the  view  unobscurcd. 

It  was  a  sight,  the  like  of  which  they  hud  never  seen  before. 
Great  mountains,  "NVadchu,  were  piled  and  scattered  in  the  wild- 
est confusion  in  all  the  land;  and  silver  lakes,  Sipes,  were  spark- 
ling; and  bright  rivers,  Scpoes,  were  gleaming  from  the  forest. 

As  they  sat  upon  that  topmost  peak,  the  wind  was  still, 
and  they  could  hear  the  moose  bellowing  in  the  gorges  below; 
could  hear  the  wolf,  Muqnoshim, howling;  and  now  and  then  the 
great  war  eagle,  Koneii,  screamed  ajul  hurtled  throngh  the  air. 

A  feeling  of  superstitious  reverence  took  possession  of  thoso 
Indians  as  they  drank  in  the  strange  sights  and  wild  sonnds,  for 
they  believed  that  the  peak  was  the  honte  of  Gitche  Manito,  their 
Great  Spirit.  Djcs  the  unlettered  Otholic  have  reverence  at  tho 
altar? — much  more  was  the  untutored  savnge  filled  with  awe  as 
he  stood  in  the  very  dwelling  place  of  liis  God,  afraid  that  the 
deity  would  be  angry  at  the  almost  sacrilegious  invasion. 

As  tho  suu,  Nepauz,  was  going  down  tho  western  sky,  a  light 
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mist  collected  around  the  eastern  peaks,  and  above  all  the  river 
valleys  in  the  west,  clonds,  at  firat  no  larger  than  a  man's  hand, 
began  to  gather.  Soon  Imnghig  over  every  valley  was  a  shower — 
the  heavens  above  them  clear — the  sun  shining  brightly  niK)n  the 
vapor.  Quickly  the  wind  freshened,  and  the  gi*eat  clouds,  purple 
and  gold  and  crimson  above,  black  as  ink  below,  hurried  from 
cveiy  quarter  towards  the  crest  of  Moosilanke.  Then  thunder, 
Pahtuquolmn,  bngun  to  hollow,  and  (ho  llghliiing,  Ukkntshanniun, 
leaped  from  cloud  to  cloud,  and  streamed  blhidhig  down  to  the  hills 
beneath,  while  the  great  min-<li*op8  and  hailstones,  crashing  upon 
the  infinite  tliick  woods,  sent  up  a  roar  loud  as  a  hundred  moun- 
tain torrents. 

"  It  is  Gitche  Mimito  rooming  to  his  home  angi*y,"  muttered 
Waternomce,  as  with  his  companions  he  huiTied  down  the  moun- 
tain to  the  thick  spruce  forest,  Soshsumonk,  for  shelter.  Such 
scenes,  the  wildest  cxhibltionH  of  nature,  made  the  mountain  sum- 
mits to  be  dreaded,  and  he  was  a  brave  Indian  who  dared  ascend 
them.* 

Through  all  his  hunting  grounds,  never  tarrying  long  in  any 
place,  he  travelled — building  his  Avigwam  now  beside  the  fishing- 
place,  then  by  the  maize-field,  and  then  where  game  was  plentiest. 
Thus  the  years  went  by,  and  the  Pcmigewnssett  chief  with  all  his 
people  lived  happily  and  greatly  increased  in  numbers.  Their 
range  was  far  away  in  the  wilderness,  and  their  English  f\*iends 
had  as  yet  never  invaded  their  homes.  But  this  state  of  things 
could  not  long  continue,  for  causes  were  at  Avork  whereby  war 
would  be  brought  about  in  the  old  world,  and  the  Indians  would 
be  again  compelled  to  dig  up  llie  tomahawk  in  the  new. 


*For  u  vucubulttry  of  NiiiuHiek  woiUm  ttuo  Hcbuulcrufl,  vol.  1.  'AM. 


CHAPTER  X 

HOW  THE  rEBIIORWASSKTTS  KNGACRD  IN  QUKKN  ANNE'S  WAR, —  OP 
SUNDRY  RXrEDITIONS  —  AND  HOW  SEVERAL  PEMIGEWASSETTS 
WERE  SURPRISED  AND  SLAIN  BY  FIVE  TERRIBLE  MARQUAS; 
LED  BY  THE  BRAVE  CALEB  LYMAN. 

^fV^IIILE  tlio  oastoru  continent  sliook  to  the  bloody  tread  of 
the  gi*eat  Marlborougfh,  and  Eug^oiie  of  Savoy,  the  primitive  "  sal- 
vftfjfc"  of  the  western  world  was  playing  his  part  on  a  narrower 
tliongh  equally  as  bloody  stage.  Did  those  loving  nations,  Eng- 
land and  France,  but  set  the  sanguinary  ball  in  motion,  and  the 
jKMiceable  forest  children,  instigated  by  pious  emissaries,  imniedi- 
aiely  dug  up  the  tomahawk. 

The  New  England  colonists  had  heard  of  the  war  commenced 
in  Europe,  and  well  knowing  lis  reciprocal  i)iflucncc  and  effect  in 
the  new  world,  they  inunediatcly  began  to  bestir  themselves,  to 
avert  as  much  as  possible  the  storm  that  was  sure  to  burst.  They 
conceived  that  it  would  be  m\  excellent  idea  to  make  a  solemn 
treaty  with  their  red-skinned  foes,  and  keep  peace  if  possible  in 
the  great  northern  forest,  where  with  numerous  other  tribes  the 
Pemigewassetts  resided.  Accordingly  the  good  Gov.  Dudley, 
who  at  that  time  was  ruler  over  the  Colony  of  Massachusetts  Bay, 
sent  messengers  to  all  the  northern  luid  eastern  tribes  and  invited 
their  chiefs  to  meet  him  and  his  council  on  the  peninsula  of  Fal- 
mouth, Maine,  to  make  a  treaty  of  friendship.  This  accomplished 
the  red  warrioi*s  at  least  would  not  light  on  the  side  of  the  French. 

On  tluno  20th,  1702,  they  came  together  in  great  numbers. 
Maiixis  and  llopehood,*  from  Norridgcwolk;  Wanungunt  and 

*  Wahowii,  alias  lionnliooil.  was  hoii  of  RobhihotMl.  Ilig  career  was  n  ncriofl  or 
warlike  and  blooilr  exploits,  ilis  aUacks  upon  Berwick,  Salmon  Falls,  and  at  Fox 
I'oiut,  ore  among  his  most  celebrated  acts.    At  the  latter  place  14  whites  were 
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Europe  would  not  trouble  llioin  mu«h  in  America.  But  thoy  were 
destined  to  bo  terribly  mistrtken,  mtd  quickly  got  nn  inkling  of 
what  mi^lit  happen.  A  parting  snlnte  nniRt  be  flrcd.  The  very 
polite— not  a  bit  jealous-- Knirlish  wished  to  honor  the  Indians 
by  having  them  the  first,  and  when  they  did  so  the  English  were 
greatly  alarmed  at  discovering  that  the  guns  of  the  Indians  were 
loaded  with  balls,  which  rattled  terribly  among  the  leaves  and 
dry  branches  of  the  trees  overhead.  Very  greatly  alarmed — and 
this  notwilhf'tanding  the  curious  fact  (hat  (heir  own  muskets  were 
likewise  fullv  charged  for  service. 

Some  of  the  Indians  fudhermorc  had  gently  intimated  that 
certain  French  Jesuits  had  recendy  come  among  them  and  en- 
deavored to  seduce  them  from  their  allegiance  (o  the  crown  of 
England,  but  without  success,  for,  as  they  said,  they  were  "as 
firm  as  mounlains,  and  should  continue  so  as  long  as  the  sun  and 
moon  endured." 

Dut  all  this  was  a  pleasant  kind  of  cheat.  The  gentle  salvages 
did  not  mean  a  word  they  said.  They  did  not  expect  the  warrior 
Wattanumon — our  Waternoraco  of  the  mountains — at!!the  treatv 
of  peace  at  all.  lie  was  to  come  at  the  licad  of  a  war  party,  and 
Governor  Dudley  with  his  English  friends  were  to  be  swept  from 
existence.  Three  days  after  (hoy  were  gone  back  to  Boston,  two 
hundred  nn)re  Erciich  and  Indians  were  sounding  their  war 
whoop  in  the  forest  where  the  Two  Brothers  were  erected.  Six 
weeks  later,  and  Queen  Annc*s  war  had  broken  out  in  fury,  and 
the  whole  frontier  was  in  a  blaze.  Not  a  house  was  standing  nor 
a  garnsou  unassaulted.  AV^oe  to  him  then  whose  musket  bore  no 
lead. 

War  raged  universally  in  New  England,  and  our  beloved 
Pemigcwassett  tribe  of  course  took  a  hand  in  it.  So  fierce  were 
the  incursions  of  the  Northern  Indians  that  Massachusetts  was 
exceedingly  alarmed.  Jler  general  assembly  was  convened,  and 
a  law  passed  offering  a  bounty  of  forty  pounds  for  every  Indian 
scalp  that  could  bo  procured. 

So  tempting  an  offer  could  not  long  bo  withstood,  and  Capt. 
Tyng,  a  brave  Indian  fighter,  was  the  first  to  embrace  the  tender. 
In  the  deep  mid-winter  of  1703,  ho  with  his  party  went  on  snow- 
shoes  to  the  head-quarters  of  the  Indians  among  the  mountains, 
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and  got  five  scalps.    Mossachasetts  was  pi*oinpt,  and  paid  him  two 
liiindi'cd  pounds  for  them.* 

But  the  Indians  took  a  sweet  revenge  for  all  this,  and  Haver- 
hill, Deerfield,  and  other  settlements  in  Massachusetts  were 
attacked,  and  more  than  two  hundred  whites  Avere  killed  and  Cap- 
tured.   Ample  rcpumtion  for  live  Indian  scalps. 

This  would  not  do.  Moi*e  than  ever  tlie  colonies  were  alive 
to  the  fact  that  the  Indians  must  he  ]mni$hcd  and  snhdned.  So 
Major  nilton,t  with  five  companies,  and'Captuin  Stevens  with  one, 
ranged  all  the  northern  woods,  went  up  the  Pcmigewasset  and  the 
Asquamchumauke  and  eastward  along  the  hase  of  the  AYliito 
mountains,  but  not  an  Indian  did  they  discover. 

Waternomee  with  his  people  were  too  careful  for  these  mai*ch- 
iug  parties.  The  old  men,  Avomen,  and  children  weix)  ofl*  to  the 
fastnesses  of  the  mountains  and  Uie  deep,  impenetrable  swamps, 
where  pursuit  was  useless. 

But  one  man,  at  the  head  of  five  Marquas,  Mohog,  or  Mohawk 
Indians,  accomplished  more  than  the  six  great  marching  companies 
together.  By  chance  some  of  the  Pcmigcwassctts  hud  crossed  the 
highlands,  as  old  Actcon  reported,  and  had  set  down  to  plant  on 
the  banks  of  the  Connecticut.  The  Coosucks,  with  a  strong  fort, 
were  on  the  gi*eat  meadoAvs  above  them,  and  on  the  banks  of  the 
stream  below  were  numerous  other  families  of  friendly  Indians. 
Thus  surrounded  they  thought  themselves  secure. 

Some  time  in  May,  1704,  word  came  from  Albany  that  the 
Mohawks  had  discovered  the  fort  upon  the  Connecticut  river  aud 
knew  that  the  Coosucks  were  planting  corn  there. 

June  6th,  Mr.  Caleb  Lyman,  a  brave  man,  placed  himself  at 
the  head  of  five  Mohawk  warriors,  and  leaving  Northampton, 


*  Anolhcr  party  inaruhed  dircc'tly  up  llic  Mcrriniiifk  river  totlio  PonilKOwnttsctt 
land,  lliu  loiirtli  tlu^  fritin  homo  liiuy  (liHrovorcMl  an  Indian  M'ltlennMit  u  t«li<»rt 
dliitauce  IVoiu  tlio  rivor;  uud  alter  caruftUly  rui'unoilcrini;  and  llnding  that  tlio 
number  of  tliu  Indiana  was  lexti  Chun  tlicir  own,  tliey  advanccil  to  tliu  altaclc.  The 
Indiana  diti  not  discover  tlio  KugliHli  until  tliuy  wcro  cloau  upon  tlieni,  wliou  tiioy 
were  accidentally  obaorved  by  a  youlig  wan'ior  wliu  cried,  *'  Owonnx,  Owanux  I'' 
— "  Englishmen,  Englishmen  I"  Thia  iVightened  the  otiier  Indians,  wlio,  rising  tip 
quickly,  were  flred  upon  by  the  Englishmen,  wlio  killed  eight  upon  tlie  spot.  The 
i*cst  immediately  fled,  aud  llie  company,  Willi  considerabli^  booty  and  the  si*.alps  of 
the  slain  Indiann,  returnetl  li(»nie  without  the  lot«s  ol'  a  man. 

fin  the  spring  of  1704  Col.  Winthrop  Hilton  conmianded  a  party  to  scour  Uio 
woods  to  the  heads  of  the  Winuepisseogee  aud  Pemigewassett,  and  wiia  not  only 
this  Hununer  but  most  of  the  time,  when  not  engaged  in  more  important  aud  dis- 
taut  expeditions,  emplf>yed  in  ranging  the  JVonlier  from  Massachusetts  to  Maine. 
—I  Foruior  Sl  Moore's  Col.  21U. 
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Massachnsettfly  struck  into  the  wilderness.  They  were  soon  in  the 
enemy's  country.  Thoy  found  his  ti-acks  and  heard  the  noise  of 
his  guns  in  the  woods.  For  nine  days  they  pursued  their  course 
northward.  Tiicn,  diHcovcring  fresh  tracks,  thoy  followed  them 
till  thoy  came  to  tiie  river.  Supposing  that  hostile  Indians  were 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood  they  halted,  consulted  wliat  method 
was  best  to  pursue,  and  soon  concluded  to  send  out  a  spy — with 
green  leaves  for  a  cap  and  vest,  to  provciit  his  own  discovery,  and 
to  find  ont  the  enemy. 

But  before  he  was  out  of  sight  they  saw  two  Indians  at  a  con- 
siderable distance  in  a  canoe,  and  immediately  called  him  back. 
Soon  nitjor  thoy  also  heard  the  OHiig  of  a  gnn  up  the  river,  upon 
which  they  concluded  to  keep  close  until  sunset,  and  then,  if  they 
could  make  any  further  discovery  of  the  enemy,  to  att^ick  if  pos- 
sible in  the  night. 

Sitting  down  concealed  upon  the  south  shore  they  looked  out 
upon  the  scene.  The  noble  river  swept  round  a  little  wood- 
crowned  height  in  the  east,  and  then  ran  straight  into  the  west, 
till,  meeting  the  low'  bluff  on  that  side  of  the  meadow,  it  turned 
short  and  flowed  away  to  the  south.  Before  them  was  the  long 
reach  of  sparkling  water,  reflecting  the  green  woods  upon  its 
bank;  in  the  light  fairy  canoe,  near  where  the  river  came  out  of 
the  forest  in  the  east,  were  the  two  Indians  spearing  flsh ;  and 
looking  in  over  the  green  hills  beyond  them  was  the  round,  bald 
top  of  Moosilauke,  gemmed  with  snow  fields  not  yet  melted  in  the 
summer  sun.  Even  the  wood-thrush — sweetest  songster  of  the 
forest — was  hei*e;  and  with  the  frogs  in  the  swamp,  and  the  par- 
tridges' drumming,  and  the  warbling  of  the  white-throated  finch, 
made  melodv  in  the  solitude. 

When  the  evening  came  on  they  moved  up  the  river,  and  at 
the  distance  of  half  a  mile  saw  asmoke  and  found  where  the  wig- 
wams were  built.  At  two  o'clock  in  (he  morning  everything  was 
quiet,  and  the  deadly  Marcpias  with  Caleb  layman  were  within 
twelve  rods  of  the  slumbering  Pemigewassetts. 

Here  they  met  a  didlculty  which,  as  Mr.  Lyman  in  his  nari*a- 
tive  relates,  nearly  ruined  their  plan.  For  the  space  of  five  rods 
the  ground  was  thickly  covered  with  dry  sticks  and  brush,  over 
which  thoy  could  not  pass  without  danger  of  alarming  their  enemy 
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and  giving  liim  a  clianco  to  escape.  But  wliilo  tliojr  wore  contriy- 
ing  how  ihoy  might  compass  their  design,  God — as  the  pioas 
Caleb*  would  liavo  it — in  his  good  rmvidunco  assisted  tlicm. 
with  a  miracle.  A  very  small  cloud  arose.  It  gave  a  smart  clap 
of  thunder  and  a  sudden  shower  of  nnn  descended.  The  ACo- 
hawks  with  their  leader  rush  forward,  (hey  cUmr  the  thicket^ conio 
uni)orceived  In  full  sight  of  the  wigwams,  and  discover  liy  (ho 
noise  that  the  enemy  within  are  awake.  Ci*eeping  slili  nearer  on 
tlieir  hands  and  knees,  in  a  moment  they  are  at  the  side  of  the  rndo 
dwellings.  Uising,  they  pour  into  them  a  mnixlerons  tiro;  Uicn, 
flinging  down  their  guns,  with  their  clubs  and  hatchets  they  knock 
on  the  head  every  Indian  they  meet.  Two  only  of  the  whole 
number  of  Pemigewassetts  esc^ipe,  one  mortally  wounded,  tlie 
other,  as  was  afterwards  learned,  unhurt. 

On  looking  over  the  ground,  seven  Indians  were  found  killed 
on  the  spot,  six  of  whom  they  scalped,  leaving  the  other  un- 
touched, the  Mohawks  patriotically  saying  they  would  give  one 
scalp  to  the  country.  Each  would  then  have  one,  which  would 
make  him  rich  enough. 

Then  they  took  their  scalps  and  plunder,  such  as  gnus,  skins, 
etc.,  loaded  them  into  the  canoes  of  the  enemy,  and  started  down 
the  river.  The  6tai*s  shone  in  the  sky  above,  and  the  gibbons 
moon,  sinking  l>ehind  the  trees  in  the  west,  looked  red.  Owls 
hooted  in  the  forest,  the  frogs  sang  a  lullaby  in  the  grass  and  lily- 
pads,  and  tlie  mnskrats  splashed  by  the  sliore.  When  the  sun 
came  up  they  were  twelve  miles  down  the  river,  and  knowing 
that  more  '' strange  Indians"  were  between  them  and  home,  they 
bi*oke  up  and  abandoned  their  canoes,  and  took  to  the  woods. 

They  were  now  a  hundrad  miles  from  the  white  settlements; 
they  had  but  one  m&d  of  victuals  left,  and  as  they  soon  came  upon 
the  trail  of  thirty  Indians  they  durcd  not  hunt  for  a  subsistence. 
Caleb  Lyman  says  that  for  Ave  long  days  they  mn relied,  eating 
nothing  ''  but  the  buds  of  ti*ee8,  gniss,  and  stmwberry  leaves, 
when,  through  the  goodness  of  God,  wo  safely  arrived  at  North- 
ampton, on  the  I9rh  or  20lh  of  the  aforesaid  June." 

The  Great  and  General  Court  of  Massachusetts,  being  humbly 
petitioned,  granted  thirty-one  pounds  for  these  sci-vices.     Why 

*llc  wiut  un  ulilur  of  n  cliiircli  in  no»tuii  Hint  cumuli iiioh  Iiuiik  wUi'Ium. 
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they  did  not  get  £240,  as  they  deserved,  is  mora  than  wo  can  tell. 
At  nny  i*ate  ilicy  merited  it  more  tlinn  Captain  Tyng,  for  it  was  a 
braver  exploit. 

The  captain  of  tlie  Marqnas,  Caleb  Lyman,  sagely  concludes 
"Tliat  in  consequence  of  this  action  tlie  enemy  were  generally 
alarmed,  and  immediately  forsook  their  fort  and  corn  at  Cowas- 
suck  and  never  roinrncd  to  this  day  as  we  could  hear  off  to  renew 
their  settlement  in  that  place." 

That  they  were  greatly  alarmed  there  is  no  doubt,  but  that 
the  Indians  did  not  leave  this  upper  country  just  then  is  a  fact 
very  well  known  <o  all  great  historians.  For  several  more  years 
they  sojourned  hero;  and  during  the  war  fought  a  number  of 
great  battles,  as  we  shall  be  highly  pleased  to  narrate. 


CHAPTER  XI. 

OF  SEVERAL  THINGS  THAT  HAPPENED  DURING  THE  PROGRESS  OF 
THE  WAR,  AND  HOW  AS  ONE  OF  THE  RESULTS  THE  PKMUSE- 
WASSETT  TRI1IE  WAS  DESTROYED  AND  THEIR  HUNTING  (iROUNU 
—  OF  WHICH  WARREN   WAS   A   PART — MADE  A  SOLITUDE. 

And  now  Uiere  was  marching  and  hurrying  through  all 

the  wildwood.  The  Indians  came  down  like  wolves  on  the  fold. 
Hadley  and  Quabaiig/  Nashua,  and  Groton  were  attacked.  Then, 
dividing  into  small  parties,  the  red  foe  fell  upon  Amesbnry,  Tlav- 
erhill,  and  Exeter,  and  did  much  mischief. 

Captain  Tyng  and  Captain  How  entertained  a  wnmi  and 
slightly  cordial  dispute  with  them,  but  came  off  second-best,  that 
is,  got  whipped ;  and  then  company  after  company  of  English- 
men went  northward,  and  tramped  the  forest  through  and  through, 
but  had  the  pooi*e8t  kind  of  luck  in  finding  the  head-quarters  of 
the  Indians.  The  latter  were  off  to  the  swamps,  the  morasses, 
and  the  strongholds  of  the  mountains. 

Among  those  who  ranged  the  woods  was  the  brave  Colonel 
Hilton.  He  came  upon  a  trail  and  killed  four  Indians.  At  the 
same  time  he  took  a  squaw  alive,  with  a  pap]>oose  at  her  bixMist, 
both  of  whom  he  preserved.  She  was  of  gi-cat  soi'vicc  in  conduct- 
ing him  to  a  body  of  eighteen  Inilians.  These  he  succeeded  in 
surprising,  about  bit^ak  of  day,  as  they  lay  asleep,  and  slew  all 
but  one,  whom  he  inmlo  a  prisoner.  This  was  accounted  a  great 
feat  of  arms. 

One  Captain  Wright  also  ventured  far  into  the  enemy's  coun- 
try and  fought  the  Indians  with  varying  sucecss.f 

*Now  HriMiklUfld,  Miimh. 

t  I'ciiliullow'it  Imliuu  Wans,  1  N.  II.  Iliitl.  (;ol.  UU. 
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Thon  tho  Indians,  in  tho  most  torriblo  manner,  would  rotaliato. 
Ono  party  killed  Colonel  Hilton  and  another  slew  Major  T3mg.  * 
Tliey  Rcalpcd  tho  Colonel,  Rtruck  their  hatchets  into  his  brain;  and 
left  a  lance  in  his  heart.  Major  Tyng  was  rescued  and  earned  to 
Chehnsford,  where  he  soon  expired. 

Colonel  Walton,  with  two  companies  of  men,  hastened  away 
for  revenge.  He  went  to  the  ponds  north  of  "  Winnepisseocay  " 
hike,  where  there  were  {ilaccs  of  general  resort  for  fishing,  fowl- 
ing, and  hunting.  lUtt  he  found  no  Indians — only  a  few  deserted 
wigwams;  for,  as  Mr.  Penlmllow  politely  says,  being  so  closely 
pursued  from  one  place  to  another,  they  removed  to  other  nations, 
leaving  only  a  few  cut-throats  behind,  which  kept  the  country  in 
a  constant  slAte  of  alarm. 

Thus,  mutually  killing  and  burning,  the  war  went  on  with 
varying  forUine,  the  English,  afterwards  called  Yankees,  having 
the  poor  luck  to  get  the  worst  of  it  as  a  general  thing,  until  near 
its  close,  when  an  expedition  was  planned  and  a  blow  struck  by 
which  our  Pemigewassetts  were  annihilated. 

In  the  year  1709,  February  27th,  Thomas  liaker  was  taken 
captive  from  Deer/ield,  M}issa(*,husetts.  They  took  him  straight 
up  tho  Connecticut  river,  over  tho  carrying-place  to  Memphremo- 
gog  lake,  and  from  thence  to  the  happy  land  of  Canada.  He  was 
ransomed  a  year  aftx^rwards,  and  came  home  well  knowing  one  of 
the  routes  to  the  haunts  of  the  Indians.  He  also  learned  some- 
thing dunng  his  captivity  about  tlie  great  tribes  we  have  men- 
tioned, their  homes  and  hunting  grounds,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1712 — the  border  war  raging  fiercer  than  ever — he  i*alsed  a  com- 
pany of  thirty-four  men  U)  light  some  of  the  enemy,  who  lived  in  a 
iMMintiful  place  he  had.  heard  of  while  in  Canada.  Iliirty-three  of 
his  company  were  white  soldiers,  and  there  was  one  friendly 
Indian  to  guide  them  across  the  highlands. 

Liont^nant  Ihiker  left  Northampton,!  Mass.,  in  April,  as  soon 
:is  the  snow  was  gone,  and  ]mrs(ied  his  old  route  up  Connecticut 


♦  Konnerly  Cnpt.  Tyni?.    Ilo  liati  boon  i»n»iiu)to<l. 

t  In  (ho  motility  of  llainpHliirc. 

JJont.  TluHimH  llakrv  wjih  born  lit  Nortb»ni)»ton.  AlauH.,  May  14,  lftS2.  lie 
ninrrl«Ml  CbriMiinc  Otin,  othcvwiso  MjuKftrot  (HU,  and  llvcil  onco  at  nrookllohl,  ami 
altvrwar«l«  at  Dover,  N.  JI.  Ilo  iIIimI  aliont  1753,  of  lethargy.  Alargarot  Otia  wa» 
once  taken  priHoncr  by  tho  imlians,  caiTied  to  Canada,  and  was  there  caUed 
Christnio  Otin  by  tho  French. 

F 
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river.  In  four  days  he  was  upon  the  Cowassuck  intemds.  Snow 
banks  were  still  scattered  abont,  and  the  eastern  monntaina  were 
white  as  winter.  The  friendly  Indian  liad  told  him  of  the  old 
Indian  trail  up  the  Olivcrian,  and  by  nightfall  (hoy  had  looked  at 
the  mighty  precipice  of  Owl's  IToad  mountain  and  wore  campod 
on  the  shore  of  AVachipnnka  pond. 

The  next  morning,  passing  Oak  fallf,  they  proceeded  down 
the  Mikasoota,  as  Actcon  called  it,  now  plain  Black  brook,  and 
discovering  signs  of  Indians,  who  appeared  to  have  been  in  the 
neighborhood  hunting,  they  marched  all  day  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Asquamchumauke  with  great  caution. 

At  night  Lieutenant  Baker  and  his  men  camped  without  fire, 
and  ate  a  cold  supper,  for  they  knew  they  were  in  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  the  Indians. 

In  the  morning  early  he  sent  out  scouts  to  reconnoitre.  These 
cautiously  advanced,  and  at  about  eight  o'clock  discovered  numer- 
ous Indian  wigwams  grouped  in  a  circle  upon  the  east  bank 
of  the  river.*  Some  squaws  were  at  work  near  by,  seeming  to 
1)0  getting  ready  to  plant  corn.  A  few  men  were  fashioning  a 
canoe  and  several  children  were  playing  among  the  trees  upon 
the  shore.  A  large  portion  of  the  wamors,  as  was  afterwards 
leanicd,  were  away  hunting.  The  scouts,  after  gazing  uix>n 
this  scene  a  few  moments,  returned  and  reported  their  discovery. 

The  Lieutenant,  after  a  short  consultation  with  his  men,  now 
moved  forwai*d  with  all  possible  circumspection.  No  sound — not 
even  the  breaking  of  a  twig  or  the  snap  of  a  gun-lock — warned 
the  Pemigewassetts  of  their  impending  fate.  He  chose  his  posi- 
tion, and  at  a  given  signal  his  company  opened  a  tremendous  fire 
upon  the  Indians,  which  carried  death  through  their  village,  and 
was  as  sudden  to  them  as  a  clap  of  thunder.  Some  shouted 
that  the  English  were  u|)on  tlicin,  and  that  dromled  name  echoed 
fi-om  mouth  to  mouth,  Ulling  all  with  dismay.  Many  of  the  chil- 
dren of  the  forest  bit  the  dust  in  deatli,  but  those  who  survived 
ran  to  call  in  the  hunters. 

The  company  immediately  crossed  the  river  in  pursuit,  but 
all  who  were  able  to  flee  were  beyond  their  reach.    They  iiixnl  tlie 

♦1  Farmer  A  Moore's  N.  II.  Ilbt.  Col.  128. 
Wbiton'a  Hist,  of  N.  II.,  70. 
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wigwams,  and  as  iho  ilamos  sircamod  upward  and  tlio  smoko 
rollod  aloft  on  tho  air,  a  sliont  from  tho  Indians  came  sounding 
down  the  valley,  informing  Lieutenant  Baker  that  the  warriors 
wore  collecting  to  give  him  battle. 

Wliilo  the  wigwams  wci*e  being  kindled,  part  of  the  company 
were  searching  for  booty.  They  found  a  'rich  store  of  furs 
deposited  iu  holes  in  the  banks,  in  tlie  manner  bank-swallows  dig 
to  make  their  nests.  Having  obtained  these,  Lieutenant  Baker 
ordered  a  reti*eat,  knowing  that  the  Indians  would  soon  return, 
and  he  feared  in  too  great  numbers  to  bo  resisted  by  his  single 
company.  As  they  moved  swiftly  down  the  river,  tlie  sounds  of 
the  war-whoop  greeted  their  eai*s.  This  seiTcd  to  accelerate  their 
Sliced.  OfLon  it  was  repeated  and  each  time  grow  neai*er.  When 
they  had  reached  a  poplar  plain,*  in  what  is  now  tho  town  of 
Bridgewator,  a  shrill,  maddened  yell,  and  a  volley  of  musketry  in 
their  rear,  told  Baker  (hat  the  Indians  were  upon  him,  and  that  he 
must  immediately  prepare  for  action.  Tliis  tliey  did  by  retreating 
to  a  more  dense  wood. 

The  Iiidians,  commanded  by  tlieir  cliief,  Watcniomco — called 
vulgarly  by  some  historian,  Walteruumus — immediately  pursued, 
and,  swarming  on  all  sides,  poured  volleys  of  musketry  into  the 
woods  which  concealed  their  enemies.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
little  party,  concealing  themselves  behind  rocks  and  trees,  plied 
their  muskets  vigorously  and  with  good  eifect.  Balls  rattled  in 
showers  around,  scattering  twigs  and  branches  of  the  trees  in 
every  direction. 

While  the  battle  was  going  on,  Waternomee,  who  was  lead- 
ing the  Indians,  accidentally  encountered  Lieutenant  Baker.  They 
knew  each  otlier  well,  having  met  on  the  frontier  and  in  Canada. 
Tliey  saw  each  other  at  the  same  moment,  and  fired  almost  sinuil- 
taneouHly.  The  bull  from  the  snclieni'S  gun  grazed  Bakci^'s  left 
oye-brow,  but  did  him  no  injury,  Baker's  bullet  went  through 
the  breast  of  the  chief.  Innnediatoly  npon  being  struck,  with  a 
loud  whoop,  he  leaped  four  or  five  feet  high  and  fell  dead. 

Walernomee  was  richly  attirod,  and  Baker  snatched  his  blan- 


♦Mr.  hcarboni  has  viHitctt  that  pimu  and  Hcon  nnrt  examined  a  number  of 
nkulln  wliicli  lie  Kuppo^ed  fell  in  that  enKtiffomcnt.  One  or  two  of  them  wore  per- 
foniied  by  a  bullet.— i'owor'H  IllHt.  of  Coos,  171. 
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kot,  which  was  covered  with  silver  brooches,  his  powder-horn 
and  oilier  oriminciiU,  and  hastened  to  join  tlie  main  body  of  his 
men.* 

The  Indians  liaving  now  lost  their  chief,  and  a  considerable 
number  of  their  warriors  being  wounded,  and  a  few  killed, 
i*etired. 

Lieutenant  Baker  also  immediately  collecie<l  his  men  and 
again  ordei'ed  a  retreat,  for  he  believed  that  tlie  Indians,  though 
repulsed,  would  soon  rally  to  the  attack,  and  their  numbers  con- 
stantly swell  by  those  who  would  join  them.  On  he  went,  allow- 
ing his  men  no  refreshment  adcr  the  battle.  For  many  miles  they 
travelled  without  food,  until,  hunger  oppi*cssirig  them,  they  de- 
clai'ed  that  they  might  us  well  die  by  the  red  men's  bullets  us  by 
famine.  At  length,  upon  crossing  a  sti*eam  in  New  Chester, 
Lienteuant  Baker,  finding  it  useless  to  try  to  pix)cccd  further, 
ordered  a  halt,  and  the  men  pi*epared  to  refresh  themselves. 
Wliile  building  the  fires  to  cook  their  food,  the  friendly  Indian 
who  had  acted  as  guide  proposed  a  stratagem  by  which  (he  war- 
riors when  they  came  up  would  be  deceived,  in  reguixl  to  tlie 
number  of  men  in  Lieutenant  Baker's  marching  party.  lie  told 
each  one  to  build  as  many  fii*es  as  he  possibly  could  in  a  given 
time,  and  in  roasting  the  meat  to  use  several  forks  about  the  same 
piece;  then,  when  they  were  done,  to  leave,  an  equal  number' 
around  each  fire.  This  advice  was  followed,  and  after  enjoying  a 
hasty. meal  they  again  moved  swiftly  on. 

The  Indian  warriors,  coming  up  shortly  after,  found  the  fires 
still  burning;  they  counted  the  array  of  forks,  and  being  alarmed 
at  the  supposed  number  of  the  English  they  whooped  a  reti*eat, 
and  Baker  and  his  men  were  no  more  annoyed  by  them  on  their 
return. 

Without  the  loss  of  a  man,  fJeutenunt  Baker  and  his  march- 
ing party  hurried  down  (he  Morriniack  river  (o  Dniiftdiblo,  and  on 
til?  H(li  of  May,  1712,  mudo  application  in  Boston  for  (ho  bounty. 
They  brought  but  one  sculp,  yet  claimed  pay  for  many  more,  us 
they  believed  they  had  killed  scvenil  Indians,  but  wem  iinuble  to 


*Th<MO  trophies  were  ko)>l  nnioiig  CiipCniu  Unkcr's  (loMcciulnntM  for  iiiniiy  ycun«. 
Loiiif  aflerwnrtlb  iiu  ummI  to  hliow  tliciii  lo  tliv  lii(U»U(»;  llicy  would  tilit^l  U»int  iiiul 
niako  KUHtiirctf  uh  tlioiiKli  llioy  would  Houieliiiiu  kill  liiui  wlivii  wiir  onrc  uioro  siroiic. 
—  Ciciicnloi^cul  Uuifiblcr. 


THE    LAST  OF  TUB  PEMIOEWASSETTSy  85 

got  their  scalps.  The  goYornor  and  council  heard  this  statement 
and  allowed  tlieni  twenty  pounds,  or  pay  for  two  scalps,  and 
wa^R  for  the  Jjientciiant  and  company  fVom  the  24th  of  March, 
tollic  KUhofMay,  17lti.» 

lUit  this  did  not  satisPy  Jjientonant  Thomas  liakcr  and  his 
men.  Tliny  drnw  up  a  potilion  and  preHonMul  Mio  evidence  of  the 
Indians  themselves,  and  on  Wednesday,  June  11th,  wei*e  allowed 
twenty  pounds  additional  for  two  more  Indians  pi*oved  to  have 
been  killed.  Captain  DakoV,  in  addition  to  a  promotion  in  rank, 
also  received  anoUier  honor.  The  stream  on  which  the  battle 
commenced,  and  callcMl  by  tlic  Indians  the  "  Asquamchumauke,"t 
h:is  evc».r  since  been  known  as  Baker  river. 

On  the  retreat  of  the  Indians  they  visited  the  battle-field  and 
looked  with  sorrow  on  the  once  pi*oud  forms  of  their  brotliers. 
After  burying  their  dead,  they  w^eut  to  the  place  of  their  formerly 
beautiful  village.  Through  fear  the  sui-vivors  had  not  collected, 
and,  as  the  warriora  approached,  their  hearts  were  filled  with 
emotions  far  diflcreut  from  those  which  but  a  few  horn's  bcfoi-e 
possessed  them.    All  was  ruin. 

"  No  M'ip^wam  Rinoko  if*  ciirlinff  Ihorc, 
The  very  enrth  Ib  pron'.lHMl  ftinl  bnro ; 
And  llicy  jmtiHO  hikI  liHlrii  tu  catch  ti  Hoiind 
or  brcaUiiiiK  lil'c,  hut  there  coined  not  one  — 
Hhvc  the  Tox'h  hiirk  nud  the  rtihhit'H  honnd  — 
And  hero  iind  Ihrrtuin  Iho  hhu'kenhiirirruunfl 
Whitu  boiicM  HIV  glinliMdng  In  the  nun." 

Here,  too,  the  last  sad  ofilces  were  performed  to  departed 
shades.  This  done,  they  erected  a  few  temporary  wigwams,  and 
gradually  the  fugitives  who  had  fled  from  the  assault  of  the  Eug- 


Allowcd  to 

Tliot).    Itukcr'8 

Coinimiiy. 


Additional 
Allowance  to 
Lieut  Thoa.Ua 
kcr  <t  Com- 
pany   (or 
scalps. 


*"UcHolved  that  the  snm  of  Ten  poundfi  be  allowed  and  paid 
out  or  tliR  rnblic  Ti*caKiiry  to  Thomas  Daker,  commander  of  a 
company  of  niarchhig  fon'os  in  the  late  expedition  againKt  the 
enemy  to  (Joon  and  from  thence  to  the  west  l>ranch  of  the  Merri- 
mack  river  and  ho  to  Dnnstalile,  in  l)ehalf  of  himself  and  com* 
pnny.  for  one  enemy  Indian,  benldcit  that  which  they  scalped, 
whicli  seems  so  very  probable  to  be  nlain. 

Consented  to,  J.  Dadlcy.^' 

f  •  Wednesday,  Juno  llth.  1712. 

Upon  readhiga  i»etition  Irom  liieut.  Thomas  Baker,  commander 
of  a  party  in  a  Into  expedition  to  Coos  and  over  to  Merrimack 
river,  praying  for  a  I'urther  allowance  for  more  of  the  Indian  ene* 
ll<  ...         - 


my  killed  by  them  than  they  could  recover  or  their  scalps,  om  re- 
portal  by  the  enemy  thfrnxelven. 

Concurred  with  a  ivsolve  passed  thereon,  tIz  :  That  the  sum  of 
twenty  pounds  be  allowed  and  paid  out  of  the  Tublic  Treasury 
to  the  petitioner  and  Company. 

Consented  to,  J.  Dudley." 
—.Journal  of  the  Mass.  LegiHlalurc  for  1712. 

fAsquamchumauke  is  from  ylsryuam,  water,  IFoclc/iti,  mountain,  and  ^tiitf,— 
mouutalu-watcr-plttce. 
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liBh  were  gathered  together.  A  few  days  Uiter  the  remainder  of 
their  tribe  Joined  them,  and  after  a  long  council  it  was  decided  to 
unite  with  the  Arosagnnticooks,  or  St.  Francis  Indians,  as  many 
other  eastern  tribes  were  doing.  It  was  hard  to  leave  their  pleas- 
ant hunting  grounds,  but  stem  necessity  compelled  them,  and  in  a 
few  days  those  dear  and  sacred  places  were  solitary  and  deserted. 
A  few  of  the  tribe  remained  about  the  shores  and  islands  of 
Squam  lake,  occasionally  visiting  Lake  Winuepisseogee,  and  there 
dwelt,  a  passive  people,  until  the  settling  of  the  towns  around  tliem. 
Thus  the  Pomigewassett  country,  including  tlio  beautiful  valley 
'of  Warren,  once  possessed  by  a  brave  people,  became  a  solitude, 
and  for  many  years  after  was  seldom  visited,  save  by  a  few  white 
hunters,  or  straggling  bauds  of  hostile  St.  Francis,  on  tlicir  way 
to  or  ftrom  the  English  fVoutiers, 
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TREATING  OF  INDIAN  Fli'.IITS  AN1>  MASSACUES,  EXPEDITIONS  AND 
EXriX)KAT10NS,  UICSULTING  IN  OPENING  TO  TllE  WHITE  MAN 
TlIE  LAND  OF  THE  PEMIGEWASSETT8,  AND  MAKING  THE  VALLEY 
NOW  CALLED  WAUllEN  —  AND  ALL  THE  ADJACENT  OOUNTUY  — 
A  SAFE  PLACE  TO  LIVE  IN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OF  TWO  WAllS  AND  MOIIE  THAN  A  DOZEN  UATTLBS. 

In  tho  previons  book  wo  liavo  shown  how  the  Indians  wero 
dispossossed  of  our  beautiful  Asquamchumauko  valloy.  But  tho 
diiviii^  out  of  tho  red  men  did  not  render  the  land  a  safo  place 
for  white  people.  Hunters  and  Ironticrinen  equally  wei*c  liablo  to 
luivo  thoir  scalps  taken  off,  or  daylight  made  to  shino  tlirough 
thorn  by  a  bullet,  and  in  order  that  tliis  history  may  bo  complete, 
it  will  bo  necessary  to  relate  the  whole  scries  of  rennirkable  events 
that  oi)cned  to  the  hardy  settlers  our  woodland  ])aradiso.  Conse- 
(juently  this  second  book  must  be  one  of  general  history,  applying 
alike  to  a  large  section  of  country  of  which  the  little  territory  of 
Warren  is  the  centre. 

Now,  in  the  first  place,  we  have  seen  how  all  the  Nipmucks 
of  Now  Hampshire  had  gone  to  Canada,  except  a  few  called 
Poquawkccs,  and  the  Amariscoggins,  and  that  these  Nipnuick 
braves  in  Canada  formed  a  considerable  part  of  the  great  Arosa- 
gauticook  tiibe,  sometimes  known  as  the  St.  Fmucis  Indians. 
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But  under  niiothor  iiaino  tlio  Nipniiicks  liml  not  forgoltcn  tho 
wroii^  which  thoy  liuir.ied  (ho  Kn<j:liHh  hml  lUun)  Ihcni,  hihI  Ihiiir 
pricfitfiy  tho  Fi*uucli  Jesuits,  heliHxl  to  keep  tlieir  recollection  fresh 
upon  those  suhjects ;  for  the  Jesuits  hiited  the  Pmtestant  Knglisli. 
So  when,  in  1723,  King  Williams'  war  was  ahout  to  bitiuk  out,  our 
Incliuiis  began  to  annoy  their  English  neighboi's,  **  killing  their 
cattle,  burning  tlieir  stacks  of  hay,  and  rabbi ng  and  insulting 
tliem." 

In  1724  two  meu,  Nathan  CroaA  and  Thomas  Blanchard,  were 
taken  captive  at  Old  Dunstable,  now  Nashua,  and  stalled  towards 
Canada.  Ten  brave  men  wont  out  in  purauit,  under  the  direction 
of  Lieut.  French,  and  were  all  killed  beside  tlie  Merriuuick  river, 
at  Thornton  Ferry,  except  Josiah  Fai*well,  who  took  to  his  heels 
and  escaped. 

Everybody  was  terribly  excited  at  this,  .and  tlie  famous 
Captain  Lovewell  miscd  a  scout  of  tliiily  men  and  staded  nortli 
into  tho  woods  for  revenge.  He  also  wanted  a  slight  bounty  of  a 
hundred  pounds  per  scalp  for  every  Indian  he  could  kill.  With 
his  company  he  marched  lieyond  Liiko  Winnopissoogee  to  tlio 
remigewassett  country,  up  towards  the  land  to  be  ciillctl  Warren, 
and  discovered  an  Indian  wigwam  in  which  was  a  man  and  a  boy. 

December  19tli,  1724,  tliey  killed  and  scalped  the  man,  and 
brought  the  boy  alive  to  Boston,  where  they  i-eceivcd  the  promised 
rowai*d  of  two  hundred  pounds,  and  the  Massachusetts  Lcgislaturo 
kindly  gavo  them  a  gi-atuity  of  two  shillings  and  sixi)ence  i^er  man 
by  way  of  encouragement. 

liy  roiUion  of  this  success  Captain  John  1^ vowel Ts  party  was 
augmented  to  seventy.  Thoy  marched  again  in  midwinter,  visited 
tlie  Pomigowassett  land,  found  tho  dead  body  of  tho  Indian  tlioy 
had  bofoi-e  scali)cd  still  lying  in  the  wigwam,  and  then  turned  off 
castwardly  towards  the  country  of  tho  Pcquawkoes.  About 
the  middle  of  February  tho  Captain  discovered  the  trail  of  a  party 
of  Indians,  fi*esh  upon  the  war-path. 

Februaiy  2()th,  tho  tracks  becoming  fresher,  the  scout  marched 
with  more  wariness  some  live  miles  on,  and  came  upon  a  wig- 
wam but  lately  deserted,  and  pni*suing  "  two  miles  further  discov- 
ered their  smokes."  This  was  near  sunset,  and  the  Indians  were 
encamped  for  the  night.    Love  well's  party  laid  in  couccahncut  till 


KINO  WILLIAM'S  WAK.  8*«^ 

nd^^r  inidiiifrlit,  wlion  Micy  m1vnii(*.od  and  di8covci*cd  ien  liidians 
}i8lccp  ronud  a  hwgQ  lira  by  tlio  sido  of  a  IVozeii  pond. 

Lovowcll  now  determined  to  make  sure  work,  and  placing 
liis  men  conveniently,  oi*dered  a  part  of  them  to  fire — five  at  a 
time,  as  quick  ailer  each  other  lus  ])ORsiblo — and  another  part  to 
reserve  tlieir  (ire.  Jle  gave  the  nignal  by  firing  his  own  gun  which 
killed  two  of  them;  the  men,  firing  accoixiing  to  order,  killed  five 
more  upon  the  spot ;  tlie  other  three  starting  up  from  their  slee]), 
two  of  them  were  immediately  sliot  dead  by  thb  reserve.  The 
other,  though  wounded,  attempted  to  escape  by  crossing  tlio  pond, 
but  was  seized  by  a  dog  and  held  faflt  till  they  killed  him.* 

T\\o\\  tlie  brave  company,  wiMi  ttie  ten  smlpR  Rtret4;hed  on 
hoops  and  elevated  on  poles,  entered  Dover  in  triiimpli  and  i)ix)- 
ceedtMl  ttioncc  to  Doslon,  wiierc  tliey  received  the  bounty  of  one 
hundred  pounds  for  each  out  of  tlie  public  treasury. 

Tills  success  was  hailed  witli  Joy  and  triumph  throughout  the 
Provinces.  Other  ex])editions  wei*e  immediately  set  on  foot, 
(yaptain  Saninet  Willaid,  witli  inrty-sevon  a1>le-b<Mlicd  mm,  went 
up  tlie  IVmigewassotX  river  and  looked  up  the  Asciuamchumauke. 
He  wa8  gone  thirty-live  days,  but  did  notlind  an  Indian.  Captain 
tlabez  Fairbanks  also  traversed  the  whole  country  south  of  tlie 
White  mountains,  and  went  up  the  Asquamchumauke  valley  even 
to  Coos,  but  with  no  better  luck.  Colonel  Tyng,  of  Dunstable, 
also  headed  an  expedition,  and  marched  into  the  country  betwixt 
Pemigewassett  and  Winncpissoogee,  but  afler  a  mouth's  absence 
returned  without  taking  a  scalp. 

Lovewell  was  greatly  elated  with  his  success.  He  raised 
another  company  and  boldly  marched  through  the  soutlierly  por- 
tion of  the  PeinigewasHett  ccnini-ry  towards  Pecpiawket  to  obtain  a 
few  I'ecpiawkee  ncalps.  l^augUH  was  chief  of  the  tribe,  and  his 
name  was  a  (4*rror  (n  (,lii*  fronlicr. 

"*T\v:iK  l»miuii.««  Inl  IIm*  ri(|ii*k'l  LHIm;; 
Ah  riiiiH  Llii*  Ion,  woiihl  l*.'iiif;iiH  run; 
Ah  howls  tlir  wild  wolf  woiiltl  iit^  liowl; 
A  Imp*  iK'nr-Hkin  hail  rmifriiH  on.'* 

On  Friday,  May  7th,  I72A,  they  had  reached  the  Saco  rivei', 

•TliOHc  liiiliaitH  worn  innrrhinp:  from  (!Mii>i(l».f  avcII  riirnlslivil  with  new  ffiinH 
And  plenty  of  unninition,  tliov  hail  alno  ii  lav^o  uiimltcr  or  ((pare  blankctx,  niockn- 
HrtMiH,  anil  nnow  hIioph  for  Iim»  prlnonrrH  whom  lli(»v  ox|»P'*tp»l  to  tnko.  and  wore 
within  two  dayn*  niar«'h  of  tho  IVontU'rH.  The  pond  hy  wint'.li  thiH  exploit  waH  por- 
fonned  han  «vor  ninrc  borne  the  name  of  liOVowoU's  pond.— Jtoiknap,  iUO.  20i). 

rciiliallow  adds :    "  Tlicir  nrmn  wero  so  good  adu  uew  that  most  of  them  were 
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and  on  tlio  morning  of  tlio  8lh  (May  19tli  new  stylo)  Ensign  Wy- 
Uttn  disco vci'ud  an  Indian  on  u  stony  point  of  land  running  into 
a'  i)ond  ftx)in  tlie  cast.  He  had  in  one  hand  some  black  ducks  he 
had  Just  killed,  and  in  the  other  two  guns.  The  Indian,  seeing 
death  was  his  fate,  as  quick  fxs  thought  levelled  his  gun,  fired,  and 
Lovewell  foil  badly  wounded.  Ensign  Wyman,  taking  deliberate 
aim,  shot  the  i)oor  hunter,  and  he  was  scalped  by  the  cliaplaiu. 
The  latter  had  been  very  anxious  for  the  conflict,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing thus  patriotically  prayed :  ''  We  came  out  to  meet  the  enemy ; 
wo  have  all  along  prayed  God  wo  might  find  tliem ;  we  had  rather 
trust  Providence  with  our  lives,  yea,  die  for  our  country,  than  try 
to  i*ctnrn  without  seeing  them,  if  wo  might,  and  be  called  cowards 
for  our  pains." 

*  In  the  meantime  Pangus  with  eighty  Indians  was  watdiing 
the  English,  and  when  the  latter  marched  again  by  the  way  they 
came,  to  recover  their  packs,  he  prepared  an  ambush  to  cut  them 
off  or  take  them  prisoners,  as  fortune  should  will. 

Wlien  thoso  Indians  rose  from  their  coverts  they  nearly  encir- 
cled the  English,  and  at  lli*Bt  ollbi*ed  lo  give  the  luller  quarter. 
This  only  encouraged  Liovewell  and  his  men,  who  answered: 
'^  Quarter '  only  at  the  muzzles  of  our  guns  I"  and  then,  rushing 
towards  the  Indians,  flred  and  killed  several  of  them.  But  they 
soon  rallied,  forced  the  English  to  i*etreat,  and  killed  nine  of  them. 
Captain  Lovewell  with  the  rest. 

The  party  then  i-eti*catcd  to  the  shore  of  the  pond,  whera  they 
had  a  brook  on  the  right,  a  pile  of  large  boulders  on  the  left,  and 
to  the  north  and  iVont  of  them  a  swamp  partly  filled  witli  water, 
forming  a  long,  narrow  peninsula,  only  accessible  from  the  plain 
at  the  westerly  extremity,  over  the  pile  of  I'ocks.  Here  they 
fought  all  day  long.  At  one  time  tlie  Indians  ceased  firing  and 
drow  ofl*  among  the  pines  at  a  little  distance  to  poto^oow  over 
their  success.  They  had  got  earnestly  engaged  in  the  ceremony, 
dancing,  jumping,  howling,  and  beating  the  ground — in  a  word, 
pow-wowing, — when  the  intrepid  "Wyman  crept  up  behind  tlie 

8oM  for  Hovon  potinitH  apicirc,  niul  oiicli  of  lliciii  liuil  l>vo  1>liiiikcU,  with  a  frtmi 
many  inoccoiionH,  which  wci-o  HiipiMiHcd  tu  Ix)  for  ihu  Hii|i|ily  of  cjiiilivuH  lluit  tlMnr 
oxpocUHl  to  hiivo  t:ikon.  Thu  phinilcr  wan  but  u  fuw  skhiH:  but  (UiriiiK  thu  iiiarcli 
our  uiuu  wore  well  eutcrtuiucd  with  ni(M>BO,  iMsur,  tiud  deer,  tnKether  wltli  Mlinon 
trout,  Mome  of  whieh  were  thi'ee  feet  loug,  and  weighed  twelve  puumlM  niiiece.'*— 
M.  U.  Ukt.  Cul.  vol.  i.  113. 


LOVEWELL'8    FIOIIT.  91 

rocks  niul  ti*cc8  and  firod  upon  tlio  principal  actor,  kiUing  him  on 
tlin  Rpot.  TliiH  man  won  snpposod  to  bo  tlio  ccloliraf^d  cliicf, 
AValiowa. 

The  flglit  wan  thou  i*cnowod  and  continued  with  greater 
earnestness.  Towards  night  John  Clmmberlin  and  Pangus  both 
wont  down  to  the  pond  at  the  same  moment  to  wasli  out  their 
guns.  They  knew  each  other,  agreed  to  flnifth  wosliing,  and  to 
<toinmcnce  U)  h)ad  at  the  same  time.  In  ioadiiigy  I'aiigiis  got  (he 
advantage ;  his  ball  was  so  small  as  to  roll  down  the  bari*el,  while 
Chamberlin  had  to  force  his  down  with  Ids  rod.  Paugus,  seeing 
his  advantage,  (jiiickly  said,  ''Mc  kill  you  I"  and  took  up  his  gun 
to  prime.  Chamberlin  threw  down  his  rod,  and  bringing  the 
breecli  of  his  gun  a  smart  blow  upon  the  hard  sand,  brought  it  to 
his  face  and  llrcd.  Paugus  fell  pierced  tJiroiigh  the  heart.  Cham- 
bcrlin's  gun,  being  worn  from  long  use,  primed  itself,  and  the 
knowledge  of  tliis  saved  the  bold  hunter's  life. 

Then  the  battle  gradually  ceased,  and  at  midnight  all  who 
were  able  began  to  retreat.  LfOvewell  went  into  the  fight  with 
thirty-four  men,  but  only  fcuirlrcn  ever  lived  to  iTach  homo. 
Moi*e  Indians  than  English  were  killed,  and  a  party  of  fifty,  who 
wont  to  this  most  terrible  battle-field  of  Indian  wai*s,  found  and 
buried  Captain  Lovewell  and  many  of  his  brave  soldiers  who  had 
died  beside  him.  They  also  found  and  opened  the  grave  of 
Paugus.    After  this  the  Lidians  resided  no  more  at  Pequawket. 

King  William's  war  closed  soon  after  the  opening  of  tliese  in- 
teresting adventures,  and  then  the  wilderness — hereafter  to  be 
called  Wanxin — was  solitary  enough  for  a  scoi*e  of  yeara,  being 
visited  only  by  hunters  and  trappers,  Englishmen  and  Indians, 
hostile  and  friendly  by  turns. 

But  in  1745  King  George's  war  broke  out,  and  then  began 
anotlier  scries  of  interesting  adventures  and  great  Indian  cam- 
paigns, the  history  of  which  every  son  of  our  town  of  Warrcn. 
ought  to  know,  because  it  relates  some  of  tlio  great  events  which 
produced  such  happy  results. 

The  first  of  these  grand  campaigns  in  our  wild  solitudes  took 
place  in  "King  George's  War"  shortly  after  the  fall  of  Louisburg, 
the  Dunkirk  of  America,  in  1745,  and  when  Benning  Wentworth 
was  the  royal  governor  of  New  Hampshire.    The  Fi*ench  were 
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lii^^hly  exasperated  to  think  that  their  stmiig  foHrcss  lind  l)ecn 
ctiptiired  by  u  fow  I'oiigli  wiNHlsineii  under  Ooloiiel  repiHandl,  or 
OH  they  felt,  '<  Colonel  Fe])per-thom-weil,"  and  they  immediately 
]*e8orted  to  their  old  method  of  warfare,  to  wit:  to  send  a  few  of 
their  very  <jfentlc  "  8alvn«*:eH,"  to  "scnipe"  a  Klij^ht  acupiaintiuictc 
with  tlie  Knfrlish  Inirderei-H,  and  to  form  a  laMtin<^  friendship  by 
sealing  it  in  a  gentle  efVuKion  of  blood. 

Ooyernor  Wentworth  and  his  wise  counselloi's  had  a  sort  of  a 
presentiment,  founded,  like  most  other  presentiments,  on  very 
logical  premises,  that  snch  might  be  the  <:aHe,  and  so  sent  a  garrison 
to  Cai)(4iin  Jeremiah  Clough's  fort,  in  Canterbury.  Ihit  (he  In- 
dians, like  deer,  scented  the  fort  a  long  distance,  hlyly  hied  down 
the  Connecticut,  and  at  the  great  meadow,  now  AValixilo,  kindly 
removed  one  William  rhipi)s  from  all  trouble  in  this  world,  taking 
only  his  scalp  as  a  reward  for  their  services,  and  then  pi*occeding 
to  upper  Ashuelot,  now  Keene,  there  feloniously  and  wilfully  and 
of  malice  aforethought  committe<l  the  same  outrage  upou  ouo 
James  Fisher. 

As  no  one  pursued  them  to  wi*eak  revenge,  the  coui*nge  of  the 
Frenchman's  humane  allies,  our  Nipmucks,  greatly  inci'eased. 
That  very  season  they  went  down  the  Merrimack  on  campaign 
number  two.  They  did  not  (rouble  (hemselves  to  visit  (he  fort  at 
Canterbury,  thinking  it  too  bad  to  disturb  (he  gnrrison  (here  of 
its  cpuet  and  reimse.  Near  Suncook  they  thought  to  ix'lievc  tliu 
monotony  of  their  life  by  a  little  miscellaneous  practice  at  target 
shooting.  Accordingly  they  found  a  couple  of  suitable  marks  in 
the  persons  of  James  McQuade  and  John  liurns,  of  Bedford,  who 
had  been  to  Penuacook,  now  Concord,  to  procure  corn,  and  wero 
returning  homo.  McQuade  was  shot  dead;  but  liurns,  ninning 
zigZ4ig,  and  the  Indians  not  being  able  (o  shoot  round  a  corner, 
escaped.  The  Indians  were  oil*  to  (^anada  before  this  great  battle 
was  reported. 

When  the  news  of  this  brilliant  campaign  reached  Portsmou^i 
it  is  said  Governor  Wentworth  gnashed  his  teeth  and  stumped  his 
foot.  "  How  dared  the  haughty  foe  to  pass  the  impregnable  for- 
tress  at  Canterbury?"  But  he  would  meet  them  on  (heir  own 
ground,  that  is,  in  (he  woods.  The  order  was  given,  a  company 
of  men  was  enlisted,  oHd  Captain  John  Golfe,  of  llarrytowu,  was 
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dctnchcd  by  Colonel  Blancliarcl  to  comniand  the  hazardous  expedi- 
tion, llis  company  of  thirty-four  men  was  selected  from  the 
lar«jo  number  who  presented  themselves.  None  were  enrolled  but 
such  OS  were  noted  for  conrnge  and  sagacity.  The  first  of  January 
they  started  up  the  Merrimack  on  a  scout.  How  far  they  wejit 
wo  were  never  able  to  learn.  Whether  they  i>roceeded  as  far  as 
Coos  is  very  doubtful.  We  cannot  tell,  though  we  wish  we  could, 
whether  they  even  went  as  far  as  the  forks  of  the  Merrimack, 
where  the  golden  salmon  in  the  springs  of  olden  time  are  said  to 
liavc  parted  company  with  the  shad;  all  we  know  is  that  tliey 
scouted  valiantly  all  the  long  winter,  with  excellent  success  at — 
scouting;  but  not  discovering  even  so  much  as  one  of  the 
moccasin  footprints  of  the  enemy,  April  6th,  1746,  they  disbanded. 
Jtut  the  chiefs  who  led  the  renowned  war  parties  in  the  campaigns 
of  the  previous  season  were  heroes  in  the  eyes  of  their  own  little 
Arosagunticook  nation  at  home,  and  many  a  bravo  fellow  who 
had  rcKted  on  sotl  Inrs  in  his  smoky  wigwam  all  winter,  now 
Ktinintat4)d  by  an  abundant  supply  of  **  French  pap,"  was  buniing 
for  deeds  of  glory. 

Down  through  the  wild  Coos,  about  which  the  snowy  moun- 
tains were  gleaming,  they  came  on  the  run.  Over  the  highlands 
and  down  the  As(pninu'hunnmke  they  hurried,  and  on  April  26th, 
1746,  like  the  cratly  crusader,  Itohemond,  at  the  siege  of  Antioch, 
contrived  to  enter  an  open  door  of  the  garrison  house  in  New 
Ilopkinton,  now  minus  the  "New,"  and  plain  Ilopkinton.  They 
found  all  the  peoi)le  fast  asleep,  and  easily  took  as  prisoners  Sam- 
uel Uurbank,  his  sons  Caleb  and  Jonathan,  Daniel  Wordwell,  his 
wife,  and  three  cliihlren,  Kenjainin,  Thomas,  and  Mary. 

This  si^Iendid  victory  was  the  crowning  achievment  of  cam- 
paign number  four,  lint  a  more  blood-thirsty  army,  numbering 
three  bmves,  took  Timothy  Krown  and  one  Mr.  MofTatt  prisoners, 
at  liower  Ashnehit,  killed  »Srt<h  Putnam  at  Number  Four,  and 
made  aiinpaign  nmnber  five  fnll  as  brilliant  as  any  other. 

New  Manipshire  was  now  in  a  terrible  stato  of  alarm.  There 
was  running  and  riding  through  all  the  wild  border.  The  stout- 
est licart  brat  CaHlcr  at  l,he  slighU^Ht  noise  alter  dark.  Women 
tiUMied  pale  at  the  shriek  of  I  he  night  hawk,  or  at  the  bark  of  the 
watch  dog,  and  the  naughtiest  child  in  all  the  ]>roviuce,  affrighted, 
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would  oowor  still  at  its  mother's  side  at  the  bare  name  of  Indian. 
Captain  Gofte,  who  was  really  a  brave  officer,  of  good  ability, 
was  ordoi*ed  to  the  iVontier  with  a  company  of  fifty  men.  In  a 
sorrowful  yet  f  rm  letter,  written  A*om  Pennacook  to  Governor 
Wentworth,  he  complained  of  the  lurking  ambuscade  tactics  of 
the  Indian  enemy.  But  although  he  could  not  see  the  wisdom  of 
their  movements,  we  of  a  later  day  can  admire  the  skill  and 
bravery  o.f  the  Arosagunticooks  as  much  as  the  oblique  move- 
ments of  Epaminondas,  the  new  Gi*eek  fii*e,  or  tlie  harrow-shaped 
columns  which  Napoleon  hurled  with  such  terrible  cflect  on  his 
foes. 

Captain  CofTo  marched  up  tlie  JSicrriniack,  8(U)u(ed  along  the 
Pemigcwassett,  looked  up  the  Asqunmchumauke,  visited  all  the 
great  **  camping  places  "  in  the  adjacent  country,  and  ixsturned  by 
Lake  Winnepisseogee.  Not  an  Indian  could  he  find.  But  Gov- 
ernor Went  worth  was  not  to  bo  thus  thwarted  by  his  very  oi>en 
enemy  that  skulked  though  the  woods.  A  very  brilliant  idea 
took  possession  of  his  head.  *'  To  train  in  the  troop  has  always 
been  considered  about  as  good  as  to  join  the  church,"  and 
the  worthy  Governor  thought  it  very  X)roper  to  X)atronize  the 
horse  companies.  So  he  ordered  detachments  of  Captain  Odlin's 
and  Captain  Hanson's  cavalry  to  proceed  immediately  to  relievo 
the  foi*ts  at  New  Hopkinton  and  Canterbury.  Prompt  to  respond, 
the  brave  mounted  men  went  up  the  east  bunk  of  the  Merrimack. 
Like  a  sweeping  avalanche  thoy  rush  on.  No  common  obstacle 
could  check  tlicir  swift,  wild  march.  Without  a  particle  of  doubt 
the  bright  sun  of  the  second  morn  would  see  them  debouch  from 
the  forost  and  with  their  glittering  trappings  rein  up  their  pi-ane- 
ing  steeds,  chnniping  n])on  the  ini)mtient  bit,  before  Mm  nui8t<ivo 
gate  of  the  strong  foi'trcHs  of  (canterbury.  Hut  how  nn<*ert4Uii 
am  the  MiiiigM  of  UiIh  Avorld.  TIiIh  hrilliiiiit  e\iHHrHi<»n  wiik  des- 
tined to  be  a  sud  failure.  The  gallant  troopers  slackened  their 
headlong  course  on  the  banks  of  the  broad,  deep  Suncook  river, 
the  breiultli  of  which  to-day  is  about  fiily  long  f(;ot,  and  the  dark 
depth  about  eighteen  inches.  No  bridge  spanned  the  sui'ging 
fiood,  and  to  ford  it  was  impossible.  For  hours  they  attempted  to 
overcome  this  gn;at  barrier  of  nature,  but  in  vain,  and  they  were 
foi*ced  to  return  on  their  tmil.    At  a  meeting  of  the  Legislature 
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the  Honorable  Governor  recommended  that  a  bridge  be  constmcted 
across  the  mighty  river.  But  thougli  tlio  cavalry  companies  made 
a  glonons  return,  yet  tliat  the  Indians  might  be  thorouglily  con- 
quci-ody  Captain  Sanuicl  Burr,  of  Londonderry,  was  also  sent 
north  witli  nineteen  men.  lie  was  out  nineteen  days,  and  met 
witli  tlio  same  brilliant  success  as  the  other  bold  captains.  As 
New  Tlampsliire  wouid  in  no  manner  be  behind  her  Ristcr  colonics, 
a  large  ninnbcr  of  soldiers  were  raised,  to  join  a  great  expedition 
to  Canada.  In  after  years  it  was  known  as  tlio  Honorable  Gov. 
Shirley's  Quixotic  success.  As  the  expedition  was  a  heavy  body, 
and  slow  to  start,  the  soldiers  were  sent  into  quarters  on  the  shore 
of  Lake  Winnepisseogee,  where  they  were  to  fight  the  Indians. 
But,  instead  of  long  marches  through  the  pleasant  solitudes  they 
enjoyed  themselves  immensely,  hunting  and  fishing  on  the  shoi'e 
of  the  beautiful  lake — but  not  an  Indian  was  seen. 

Notwithstanding  all  this  marshalling  in  battle  array,  the  St. 
Francis  braves,  now  including  the  entire  Nipmuck  nation  and 
some  other  savages,  gallantly  accomplished  campaign  number  six. 
June  27th  they  fought  a  successful  battle  at  Uochester,  with  five 
Englishmen,  who  were  at  work  in  a  field.  The  Indians  sent  out 
one  of  their  number  as  a  decoy,  who  drew  the  lire  of  the  enemy. 
They  then  charged  upon  Iheir  whito[^foe  and  drove  them  with  the 
blunt  points  of  their  muskets  into  a  deserted  house.  Here  the 
white  men  long  held  them  in  check;  but  with  true  Indian  cun- 
ning they  unroofed  the  house  and  then  coolly  shot  and  killed  Joseph 
nurd,  Joseph  Richards,  John  Wentworth,  and  Gersham  Downs. 
John  Uichards,  the  only  survivor,  was  taken  prisoner.  Keclining 
for  a  short  time  upon  a  sloping  bank,  beneath  a  shady  tree,  in 
which  forest  songsters  warbled  war-pfrans  in  honor  of  their  glori- 
ous triumph,  they  recover  their  exhausted  energies.  Then,  as  the 
sun  bids  good-bye  to  the  flashing  zenith,  the  brave  war-party  rush 
upon  another  company  of  laborers  in  a  field  near  by.  Again 
glorious  victoiy  perches  on  their  banners,  but  the  spoils  wei*e  less. 
All  the  English  escaped  except  one  poor  lad  named  Jonathan  Door. 
Ijong  before  night  the  Indians,  with  scalps  and  prisoners,  returned 
to  the  fastnesses  of  the  deep  wood. 

Madam  Humor,  with  her  thousand  totigues,  circulated  an 
account  of  this  campaign  in  double-cpiick  time. 
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New  Hampshiro  men  again  flew  to  arms,  Capt.  Nathaniel 
Ditikei  of  Hampton,  was  ordei*edout,  *^  with  iiftoon  of  liis  troopers 
to  scout  at  and  about  Nottingham,  f  tted  with  their  horses  for 
fourteen  days."  Capt.  Andrew  Todd,  of  Londonderry,  with 
twenty-three  men,  flew  to  Canterbury.  Capt.  Daniel  Ladd,  of 
Kxeter,  with  a  company  of  foot,  ranged  Uie  woods  by  Miissabcsic 
lake  to  Pennacook,  and  returning  scouted  across  the  country,  to 
Nottingham ;  as  usual,  though  scouting  valiantly,  not  an  enemy 
was  discovered. 

IJy  the  iiret  of  August,  Capt.  Drake's  bravo  ti^oopcrs  were  at 
homo  again,  having  sweat  thonisclvoR  and  horses  terribly  doing 
nothing.  Capt.  Todd  had  rolurned  even  before  thin,  an<l  ("apL 
Ijadd  had  dismissed  his  men  until  August  ilfLh. 

August  tenth  the  Indians  came  to  Pennacook,  but  Capt.  Ladd 
at  the  same  time  came  also. 

The  Indians  were  keen  enough  to  discover  the  fact,  but  Capt. 
Jjiuid  did  not,  consequently  the  former  grew  very  religious,  and 
resolved  not  to  fight,  as  it  was  the  Sabbath.  In  this  they  did 
dilTerently  frem  many  other  great  military  peoples,  who  have 
improved  this  day  for  battle.  The  Indians  retired  into  a  deep 
black  wood  for  solemn  meditation. 

The  following  day,  Monday,  they  were  A*esh  for  tlie  contest. 
They  made  a  snug  little  ambush  on  the  path  leading  from  Penna- 
cook to  Ilopkinton.'  It  was  about  half  a  mile  from  the  chureh 
which  they  did  not  att4ick  the  i)revious  day.  When  a  ]»ortion  of 
Capt.  Jjadd's  company  came  along,  leather  in*cgularly,  the  Indians 
gave  them  a  wninn  welcome.  Daniel  Goodman  had  gone  forward 
to  Are  at  a  hawk,  which  sat  on  a  dry  stub  by  the  path.  Obadiah 
Peters  was  resting  un<ler  the  rustling  leaves  of  a  po]>1nr  tree,  whih^ 
tlie  rest  of  the  party  behind  walked  Icinurely  up.  Willi  the  war- 
whoop  ringing,  and  the  echo  of  the  nnisketry  reverberating  fiinn 
tlie  distant  hills,  the  smoke  curled  slowly  away  through  the  ti'ees, 
and  showed  five  men,  drenching  the  mossy  hillside  whh  their 
blood.  Lieut.  Jonathan  Bradley,  Samuel  Bradley,  John  Luifkin, 
John  Bean,  and  Obadiali  Peters  were  dead ;  but  the  quick  eye  of 
the  Lieutenant  had  caught  sight  of  the  Indians,  and  he  killed, 
before  he  received  his  death  wound,  the  only  Indian  that  fell 
duiing  this  great  war. 
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With  their  dead  eomrade  buHed,  howling  and  yelling,  with  the 
scalps,  and  two  prisoners,  this  brave  wild  war  party  of  forty 
Arosognnticooks  i*ctunicd  to  Canada. 

In  the  lini<;iin^c  of  one  of  Iho  fM'8t  liiRl^nunR  of  the  times,  this 
cAnipai*(n produced  ''dii*cconstoniiition  tliron^hoiitiill  Ihciirovincc. 
New  Hampshire  armed  hcreclf  in  hor  might."  Sh(3  was  deter- 
mined to  defend  herself.  Tn  the  way  she  did  it,  she  won  an  imper- 
JHhahh)  glory.  ^  KorU  and  block  Ii(»ns(>K  Hprnng  np  all  along  the 
frontier,  a  garrison  was  placed  in  each,  and  at  the  head  of  Little 
Day,  in  the  present  town  of  Sanbornt-on,  Fort  Atkinson  was  built 
of  i-ongh  stone,  and  strongly  manned.  If  the  Indians  had  only 
attacked  one  of  these,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  a  most  gallant 
defence  would  have  been  made.  lUit  that  was  not  the  Indians' 
style ;  they  did  not  care  a  rush  for  forts,  blockhouses,  or  garrisons. 

In  the  spring  of  1747,  they  oi)cnnd  anolhcr  brilliant  campaign, 
the  eighth.  On  the  morning  of  May  10th,  they  fell  upon  two  men 
atSuncook;  one  they  killed  and  scalped,  the  other  escaped.  At 
night  they  fired  upon  four  others,  but,  much  to  their  chagrin, 
missed  them.  By  this  time  the  settlers  had  all  got  snugly  inside 
the  garrison  house,  and  the  Indians  not  believing  anything  was  to 
be  made  by  attacking  it,  very  quietly  decamped.  A  few  days 
afterwards  sconis  pursued  llicni,  a^  usual,  and  with  the  usual 
success. 

Campaign  tlie  ninth  was  disastrous  to  the  Jndians.  They 
approached  Pennacook,  and  this  time  a  scout  did  actually  discover 
thcui.  But  they  were  off  like  a  smoke  in  a  high  wind,  leaving  all 
their  vast  military  train,  to  wit:  things  stolen,  provision  bags, 
roiHis  for  the  prisonei-s,  and  blankets,  in  the  possession  of  the 
English. 

Campaign  the  tenth  was  more  successful.  August  2l8t,  they 
t*)ok  tlie  house  of  Charles  McCoy,  in  Epsom,  captured  Mrs.  McCoy, 
stole  all  the  apples  off  a  single  tree  Ihat  composed  their  orchard, 
burned  the  house,  and  llien  cleaied  for  Canada  by  Coos  intei^val 
and  Lake  Chnmplain.  Away  went  the  English  scouts  after  them, 
with  the  same  glorious  success  as  ever. 

Campaign  eleventh  was  an  iidack  on  Hinsdale.  They  killed 
sevenil,  took  a  ntnnber  of  prisoners,  jind  achieved  a  splendid  vic- 
tory, without  any  scout  to  ]Mirsue  them. 

a 


08  UI8T0UY   OY  WAUUKN. 

Campaign  twelfth  thoy  gi*c\y  8o  heroic,  on  account  of  provioiu 
success,  tliat  they  oven  besieged  Number  Four,  and  somehow  man- 
aged to  take  several  piisonera. 

These  were  the  great  campaigns  of  1745-6-7.  In  1748  there 
was  a  little  skiimishiug  with  the  enemy's  pickets.  Several  men 
were  frightened,  and  possibly  a  few  might  have  been  hurt.  But 
the  tixuity  of  Aix-la-Chapelle  put  an  end  to  the  war,  and  the  bravo 
Ai'osagunticooks  buried  the  tomahawk. 

Tliis  border  war  was  a  source  of  great  snifering  to  tlio  English, 
as  well  as  mortification.  Many  of  their  number  had  fallen,  and 
many  wei*e  pining  in  captivity.  The  Indians  had  the  advantage  in 
the  whole  contest.  But  one  of  their  number  had  been  killed,  and 
they  never  had  returned  to  Canada  but  once  without  a  scalp  or  a 
captive.  The  Arosogunticooks  knew  well  where  to  find  tlio  Eng- 
lish. The  latter,  brave  as  their  painted  enemy,  looked  in  vuin  for 
Indians.  Like  the  rersians  advancing  on  the  l(elIeHiM>nt,  the  In- 
dians were  well  acquainted  with  the  country  they  had  to  pass. 
The  English  scouting  parties,  like  the  Gi*ceks,  dare  not  venture 
across  tlie  great  wild  solitudes  of  our  beloved  Pemigewassett  land, 
which  stretched  between  themselves  and  the  home  of  their  oneniv. 
Captain  Baker  and  Captain  Jolui  Lovewell  had  fought  the  Indians 
valiantly  on  their  own  ground,  and  could  Captain  Goife  luive  been 
as  successful  in  finding  tliom  he  would  have  fonght  equally  as 
well.  But  he  and  the  other  brave  captains  had  wholly  failed  of 
meeting  them,  and  consequently  could  not  light  them,  and  thoy 
now  retired  to  their  faions  with  about  as  much  glory,  and  feeling 
about  as  well,  as  the  noble  lion  in  his  lair  stung  half  to  death, 
while  all  his  despicable  enemies,  the  wasps,  were  uninjui*ed. 


CHAPTER  11. 

A  BEAUTIFUL    SOLITUDE;    AND    HOW    THERE    WAS    AN    ATTEMPT  TO 
BUILD  TWO  FORTS  ABOVE  THE  TEMIGEWASSETT  COUNTRY,  AND 

WHAT  CAME  OF  IT. 

« 

A  fow  years  now  pasBcd,  and  a  dooper^  shade  Ailed  the 
solitudes — the  wilds  of  the  ARqnninchumauke — or,  as  modern 
civilians  delight  to  t<Miri  it,  T^akor  river,  once  the  land  of  the  Pom- 
ij^ewassett  liidiaiiH.  True  it  is  that  down  by  the  grass-grown 
intervals  of  Coos,  where  the  Connecticut  sweeps  around  the  great 
oxbow,  then  up  the  Indian  trail  by  the  wild,  roistering  Olivenan 
brook,  marauding  parties  of  the  French  and  Indians  from  St. 
Francis,  Canada,  occasionally  travelled;  but  when  they  had  gone 
bac.k  the  soliludcs  ;^rcw  grinniicr,  and  every  thing  wonid  have 
been  still  as  chaos  and  old  night,  but  for  the  lowing  of  the  autlered 
moose  and  the  howling  of  the  wolf  and  panther. 

This  land  of  the  Penugcwassctts,  which  included  the  little 
territory  of  Warren,  together  with  the  whole  upper  country  once 
inhabited  by  the  Coosucks,  our  solitudes,  was  now  debateable 
ground,  claimed  both  by  the  English  and  St.  Francis  Indians. 
Scouts  and  captives  who  had  been  there  said  it  was  a  delightful 
region,  and  the  old  soldiei*s  of  Captain  Baker  depcanted  wonder- 
fully upon  its  being  a  perfect  paradise;  and  now  that  King 
George^s  war  was  over,  New  IIami)8hire  men  began  to  have 
extraordinary  desires  for  obtaining  it.  Besides,  it  was  a  great 
strategic  poiiil,  worlh  having  if  ano(h(;r  war  phonld  arise;  for  the 
meadows  of  lower  Coos  had  been  a  sort  of  a  rendezvous  for  the 
Arosagunticook  Indians,  from  which,  in  the  wars  just  mentioned, 
thcv  had  sallied  fortli  down  either  the  Connecticut  or  Merrimack 
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rivers.  Consequently  the  public  mind  was  greatly  roused,  the 
attention  of  all  was  tnniod  towards  possessing  this  npi)er  country, 
in  the  exact  centi*e  of  which  was  our  little  mountain  valley,  War- 
ren, and  a  pleasant  series  of  most  entertaining  adventures  was 
carried  on  for  the  accomplishment  of  that  puqiose,  as  wo  shall 
endeavor  most  faithfullv  to  show. 

The  first  thing  that  happened,  as  we  have  Jnst  intimated,  was 
an  immense  amount  of  talking.  Then  a  petition,  numerously 
signed,  was  presented  to  the  General  Assembly  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. It  pmyed  that  a  road  might  be  surveyed  and  cut  [^"om 
Bakerstown^  a  settlement  that  had  been  pushed  fiiv  up  on  the 
frantior,  to  the  Coos  intervals,  and  that  two  forts  might  be  built, 
one  on  each  side  of  tlio  Connecticut,  for  the  benefit  of  settlers  and 
the  protection  of  the  lower  country.  The  Ccncml  Assembly  was 
deeply  interested,  and  the  Governor  and  Council  most  favorably 
disposed.  They  had  fi-etted  and  Aimed  through  l^ng  George's 
war,  and  now  they  were  i*eady  and  willing  to  do  almost  anyUiing 
to  keex)  back  the  dii*e  and  savage  Arosagunticooks,  and  increase 
the  number  o$  settlements  and  subjects. 

Numerous  plans  for  settling  this  upper  country,  building  and 
ganisoning  forts,  were  presented.  Finally  in  the  winter  of  1752, 
the  following  very  nice  one  was  agreed  ui)on : 

A  tract  of  land  on  Connecticut  riVer  was  to  be  laid  out  into 
five  hundi*ed  suitable  portions.  It  was  then  to  be  granted  to  Gve 
hundi'ed  bmve  men.  The  conditions  of  the  gi'ant  were  tliat  they 
sliould  pay  a  small  quit-rent  and  should  occupy  the  lands  imme- 
diately. 

f\irthermoi*e,  two  townships  should  be  laid  out,  one  on  each 
side  of  the  river.  A  regular  garrison  should  be  built  in  each  of 
them.  The  latter  should  encompass  fiileun  or  more  acit^s  of  land, 
ill  a  square  or  parallolognim  form.  A  lino  should  be  drawn 
around  their  area,  Just  as  the  ancients  nmrkcd  out  their  cities, 
and  on  it  were  to  be  bidlt  log  houses,  at  considerable  distances 
apart — and  a  log  house  was  certainly  to  be  ei'ected  at  each  corner. 
The  spaces  between  the  houses  were  to  be  filled  up  with  a  palisade 
of  Sijuare  timbci*s,  making  a  wall  so  strong  and  high  that  the 
nimble  Arosagunticooks  should  not  bu  nimble  enough  to  leap  over 
it,  even  if  they  should  be  foolish  enough  to  make  tlie  attempt. 
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III  ihc  cciitro  of  thifl  groat  sqiiaro,  and  upon  a  rising  plat  of 
ground,  if  such  could  bo  found,  was  to  be  built  a  strong  and  iin- 
prcgnublo  citadel,  such  as  tho  Creeks  and  Persians  wora  in  the 
habit  of  building  within  tlieir  cities.  Hero  should  be  the  granary 
of  tho  colony,  and  here  should  be  the  last  refuge  of  the  inhabitants, 
if  they  should  bo  driven  from  the  outer  enclosii  1*0.  Within  hailing 
disUmce  on  each  bank  of  tho  noble  river,  either  fortiflcation  was 
to  assist  the  other,  in  case  of  an  emergency. 

•  As  an  addenda  to  the  above  brilliant  plan,  a  form  of  govern- 
ment was  prescribed.  Courts  were  to  bo  estiiblished,  and  justice 
aud  equity  wero  to  be  administered  in  all  civil  causes.  That 
every  thhig  might  go  smoothly,  and  that  there  might  not  be  Uie 
least  possible  chance  for  jar  or  discord,  the  governor-general  of 
these  ah'cady  renowned  fortresses  was  to  have  the  power  to  pro- 
claim martial  law  at  any  time,  and  to  put  every  iidiabitant  under 
strict  military  discipline.  The  above  plan  hiyying  been  matured 
and  decided  upon,  a  commitice  was  immcdia(oly  chosen  to  carry 
it  into  elfcct.  This  committee  was  composed  of  resolute  and  enei'^ 
getic  men.  They  quickly  made  all  necessary  arrangments.  Part- 
ings were  hastily  taken  with  kind  friends  and  families,  for  it  was 
a  hazardous  enterprise  upon  wliich  tliey  were  entering,  and  each 
hurried  to  the  rendezvous  at  ISakerstown,  from  which  place  tliey 
were  to  make  the  desperate  attempt  to  penetrate  tho  dark  soli- 
tudes of  the  to  them  hitherto  unexplorod  north. 

It  was  a  bright  day  when  they  set  out.  Old  Winter  had  just 
taken  up  his  march  to  the  double-quick-time  tune  of  "  The  hot 
sun's  a  coming,"  and  all  nature  was  bursting  into  life.  On  the 
trees  the  young  leaves  were  expanding,  and  the  little  wild-flowera 
springing  up  among  the  gnarled  roots  lent  -a  delicious  fragrance  to 
tho  air.  Tho  birds  carolled  in  the  branches,  making  merry  music 
to  cheer  the  woodsmen,  or  ratlier  tho  committee-men,  as  they 
pushed  their  canoes  up  the  Merrimack,  toted  them  round  the  falls 
of  the  Pcmigewassett,  and  with  setting  imles  drove  them  up  the 
"rips"  of  tho  Asquamchumauke. 

Suffice  it  to  say,  that  they  must  have  left  them  in  the  shoal 

head  waters  of  tho  stream  and  then  toiled  slowly  through  the 

womls  by  the  old  Indian  trail  across  our  valley  to  tho  Connecticut. 

Here  they  rested  themselves,  as  men  natunilly  would,  looked 
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OYor  the  land  on  the  costorn  bank  of  the  broad  stream,  and  then, 
crossing  to  tlie  wostoni  shore,  ascended  the  rocky  bhilT  to  obtain 
a  better  view  of  the  country.  AlUiongh  rougli  woodsmen,  they 
could  not  liavo  been  inHensililo  to  the  magninconco  of  tlio  smsne. 
At  their  feet  the  Connecticut  wound  like  a  band  of  silver  tln*ou«j[h 
a  seeming  gai*den.-  Noble  elms  grew  upon  tlie  river  banks.  Be- 
neath their  shade  the  wild  deer  sported  and  with  their  mottled 
fawns  beside  tJiem  cropiKul  the  luxuriant  herbage.  A  mighty 
forest  Just  clotliing  itself  in  young  vei*dure  covered  the  lesser  hills 
of  New  Hampshire,  while  far  in  the  distance  the  gi*eat  peaks  of 
the  Haystacks  shot  u])  into  the  transparent  etlier.  To  tlie  south, 
the  long,  swelling  summit  of  Moosilauke,  still  flecked  with  snow- 
flelds,  lay  mirroring  itself  in  the  blue  heaven.  They  also  noted 
where  the  sti'eams  came  down  from  the  highlands  and  entered  the 
river;  where  lay  the  broadest  and  richest  intervals,  and  where  the 
rising  plats  of  ground  afforded  the  best  sites  for  their  forts. 

Descending  fi'om  the  eminence  that  commanded  such  an  en- 
chanting scene,  and  was  also  so  sei'viceable  in  showing  the  natural 
facilities  of  the  country,  they  selected  the  places  for  the  forts  and 
located  the  townships.  This  done,  and  their  provisions  being 
nearly  spent,  they  hurried  back  to  their  ci\noc8  and  floated  nipidly 
down  stream  through  the  woods  to  tlie  settlements. 

They  gave  so  flattering  an  account  of  the  beauty,  lichness,  and 
fertility  of  the  intei*vals  that  four  hundrod  men  were  immediately 
enlisted  to  settle  this  paradise  of  New  England.  Active  propara- 
tions  for  the  Journey  to  this  upper  country  were  commenced,  and 
another  autumn  bid  fair  to  have  seen  two  forts  gleaming  wiUi 
bayonets  on  the  banks  of  the  Connecticut. 

But  how  illusory  are  the  plans  of  men.  The  Indians  had 
watched  the  acts  of  the  committee  with  a  Jealous  eye.  Like  men 
of  common  sense,  they  Judged  the  loss  of  their  planting  grounds 
would  be  a  serious  evil.  To  counteract  it  and  to  prosei*ve  their 
lands  they  commenced  what  was  to  themselves  an  entertaining 
seiies  of  hostilities — but  wluch  meant  death  or  captivity  for  the 
poor  whites.  We  shall  now  endeavor  to  show  how  the  migratoiy 
would-be  English  colonists  wero  for  a  time  thwarted,  and  that 
part  of  our  ])lca8aiit  land  of  the  reinigewassetts  now  called  War- 
ren hindered  from  being  settled. 


CHAPTER  III. 

OIVINO  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  A  IIIINTrNd  PAUTY  ON  THE  ASQUAMCIIUM- 
AUKK,  HOW  TWO  YOUNO  MKN  WKKK  CAITIVATED  IN  THE  MOST 
CArnVATINO  MANNER,  (X)NCLUl)INO  WITH  HOW  ONE  «OT  1II8 
HACK  TICKLED  WITH  THE  OH.  OF  ItlllCH,  WIHLE  TIIE  OTUKIl 
DID  NOT — MUCH  TO  THE  DELIUHT  OF  ALL  CONCEIINED. 

Tile  Indian  runner  must  have  been  llcot-footed  who  bore 
the  news  of  tlio  committee's  acts  at  the  Coos  intervals  to  the  village 
of  the  St.  Francis.  Like  a  shower  of  toads,  an  old-fashioned, 
time-out-of-mind  war  party,  under  the  generalship  of  Acteon,* 
some  say  Francis  Titagaw,  others  the  young  chief,  Peer,  was  hop- 
ping over  the  logs  and  stealing  through  the  thickets  which  lined 
the  banks  of  the  Asqnamchnmauke  almost  as  soon  21s  the  commit- 
tee had  gone  in  their  canoes  down  tlie  Merrimack. 

Now  it  so  happened  that  some  of  those  daring  spirits  who 
always  delight  to  live  upon  the  frontier,  and  are  never  contented 
unless,  like  their  red-skin  cousins,  they  were  strolling  through  the 
woods  whether  it  paid  or  not,  were  trapping  upon  the  Asquam- 
chumauke,  and  along  a  little  black  mountain  stream  in  the  present 
town  of  llonnioy.  They  were  brave  follows  every  one  of  them, 
and  their  names,  as  is  known  to  all  who  have  read  the  oft- told 
story,  were  William  and  John  Stark,  David  Stlnson,  and  Amos 
Eastman. 

They  had  come  up  fix>m  their  homes  at  Amoskeag  falls,  and 
had  worked  most  industriously  at  trapping.    They  had  sable, 

*— ^ — ■ ■■■■■____  

•A«'U'on  wjifl  n  Nipiiiiick  liifliiin,  nnti  iiinrricil  an  Aroaagimtiiiook  woninn.  IIo 
WAS  sometimes  cnllcd  Cnpt.  Moscb.  Ho  was  nt  one  time  an  nssocinto  with  Wahowa. 
nn<l  WAS  tlicHame  Indian  tliatin  his  old  ago  sometimes  made  his  home  with  Colonel 
Obadiah  Clement. 

Peer  was  a  young  chief. 
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maiion,  mink,  and  boaver  traps,  set  on  three  long  ranges  or 
'Mines,"  one  up  Stinson  brook  to  the  hciul  waters  of  tlie  Peinige- 
wassett,  another  up  the  "  South  Branch "  to  the  water  shed  of 
tlie  Mascoma,  and  a  thiixl  far  up  the  Asquamchuumuke  to  Moosil- 
aukc  mountain.  Tliey  liad  been  veiy  success  Ail  in  their  avocation, 
and  had  gathered  An*s  amounting  to  more  than  five  hundi*ed  and 
sixty  pounds  in  value.*  But  tlie  long  days  had  come;  corn-Helds 
and  potato-patches  umst  be  improved,  and  so  they  made  ready  to 
return.  Another  cii*cumstance  tliat  quickened  their  departure  was 
tlie  discovery  of  fresh,  moccasined  footprints  on  the  Indian  trail. 

All  day  long  they  had  worked  diligently  in  gathering  their 
traps,  and  on  the  morrow  they  wei*e  to  bi*eak  up  their  camp.  It 
was  nearly  evening.  The  long  shadows  began  to  steal  across  tlie 
water,  and  the  last  rays  of  tlie  setting  sun  wcva  streaming  fUU 
upon  the  face  of  craggy  Rattlesnake  mountain,  when  John  Stark, 
who  was  stooping  to  take  a  steel  trap  A*om  tlie  water,  was  startled 
by  a  sharp  hiss.  Jumping  up  he  saw  the  Indians,  and  the  uiuzsilIcs 
of  half  a  dozen  muskets,  staring  at  him  within  thi'ee  feet  of  his 
head,  told  him  that  escape  was  hopeless. 

That  night  he  lay  bound  among  his  captors,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing was  early  roused  to  proceed  down  the  river,  wliero  they  were 
to  lay  in  ambush  for  the  rest  of  the  huntera.  The  latter  had 
guessed  the  cause  of  Stark's  absence,  and  at  the  earliest  dawn 
packed  their  fura,  traps,  and  camp  equipage  into  their  canoe  and 
stalled.  Eastnmn  was  upon  the  kIioi-c,  while  AVilliam  Stark  and 
Stinson  guided  the  frail  cratl  as  it  iloated  down  in  the  rapid  cur- 
rent. The  Indians  easily  captured  the  former,  and  then  bid  Stark 
hail  those  in  the  canoe,  and  Invite  thcin  to  come  on  shoro.  Stark 
complied  so  far  as  to  tell  them  to  pull  to  llio  opposite  bank  and 
then  run  for  tlieir  lives,  as  the  Indians  had  got  him  and  would 
have  them  too  unless  (hey  wcro  quick  in  getting  away. 

Curses  and  blows  fell  thick  upon  the  head  of  the  dutiful  but 
unfrightened  hunter,  and  then  tlie  Indians  leveled  their  muskets 
to  fivQ  upon  the  retreating  men.  ''Not  yet,  my  fi'iends,"  said  tlie 
belaborod  Sl^irk,  as  he  struck  up  their  gniiM  at  the  iiioineiit  of  dis- 
charge. For  this  he  got  another  shower  of  kicks  and  culTs,  and 
when  a  second  lime  they  uttcinpted  to  llro  he  again  endeavoixxl  to 

*  PoUcr'tf  Hint,  of  Httiicliciitoi',  277. 
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atop  thom,  but  not  so  successfully  as  before.  Stinson  was  killed 
in  the  act  of  leaping  upon  the  shoix),  and  fell  backward,  his  blood 
staining  the  clear  water.  The  paddle  in  the  hand  of  William 
Stark  was  shivered  with  bullets,  but  leaping  from  the  canoe  like  a 
deer  he  took  to  the  woods  and  escaped.* 

The  Indians  in  their  usually  polite  and  gentlemanly  manner 
now  wished  for  a  slight  memonal  of  young  Stinson  to  take  to  St. 
Francis.  They  crossed  the  stream,  dragged  liis  body  ashore,  dex- 
terously took  off  his  scalp,  and  ailer  giving  John  Stark  a  sound 
beating  for  his  daring  interference,  told  the  two  captives  to  take 
up  what  was  to  thein  a  not  very  agreeable  march  to  tlie  happy  land 
of  Canada. 

The  first  night  they  camped  on  the  Coos  intei*vals,  close  by 
the  Connecticut.  As  he  lay  bound  between  two  of  his  captors 
John  Stark  could  hear  the  murmunug  of  the  dver  and  see  its  dark 
waters  gleaming  in  the  moonlight,  as  the  full  orb  rose  slowly  up 
over  the  bow-backed  summit  of  Moosilauke  mountain. 

It  was  a  long  march  up  the  Connecticut,  across  the  highlands, 
and  down  the  sluggish  St.  Francis  river  to  the  St.  Lawi*ence. 
Meanwhile  the  Indians  determined  that  the  captives  should  run 
the  gauntlet  when  they  reached  the  village,  and  so  to  beguile  the 
way  they  Ijiught  Ejistman  and  Stark  a  sentence  in  Indian,  which 
they  should  recite  during  that  interesting  ceremony,  the  tenor  oi 
which  was:    *'  Pll  heat  all  your  young  menP- 

On  their  arrival  two  long  lines  of  warriors  wei*e  formed,  and 
between  tliem  the  captives  wei*e  to  run.  Each  warrior  had  a  club, 
with  the  right  to  beat  the  prisoner  as  much  as  he  chose  as  he  passed 
along.  To  each  of  the  runners  the  Indians  gave  a  pole  about  six 
feet  in  length  upon  the  end  of  which  was  stretched  the  skin  of 
some  animal.  Upoii  Stark's  was  a  loon  skin.  Eastman's  turn 
came  fii-st.  "When  the  young  Indians  heard  liim  cry  out,  "  Pll 
beat  all  your  young  men ! "  they  cudgelled  him  most  unmercifully, 
and  he  c^ime  out  of  the  linos  more  doiul  than  alive.  But  young 
Stark  was  made  of  diflcrcnt  mettle.    He  marched  up  to  the  start- 

♦Wlicn  the  news  of  the  captni-c  of  EnRtiimn  nnrl  Stark  renchctl  Riimford,  a 
party  wns  rni8C«l,  who  proccc<lc<l  to  Bukor  river,  found  ai»U  bnried  tlie  boilj'  of 
Stinson  in  tlie  woods,  nnd  bronirlit  home  one  of  tlie  paddles  of  the  canoe,  which 
was  pierced  with  several  shot  holes.  It  was  possessed  a  long  time  by  the  Virgin 
family. 

.lamb  lloyt,  Kmi..  says  that  In  this  paiiy  were  Phincas  Virgin,. Voscpli  Kastman 
(eanc<l  deacon),  nml  Mosos  Kastman.— 1  list,  of  Concord,  ItRI. 
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ing  point  with  firm  step,  astonished  the  braves  with  tlie  cry, ''  ru 
kva  all  ymir  yonny  women!''  mid  then  boniidod  into  the  linos, 
lie  knocked  down  tlio  lirat  Indian  ho  mot^  and  continnod  to  lay 
aliont  liim  with  so  much  vigor  tluit  the  astonislicil  natives  snflcred 
IdiD  to  pass  tlirougli  with  scarcely  a  blow. 

The  old  men  were  pleased  at  the  consternation  of  their  yonng 
warriors,  and  so  greatly  admired  the  bravery  of  •Stark  that  they 
wished  to  adopt  him  as  their  chief.  But  the  hero  of  Bennington 
had  no  notion  of  passing  his  life  in  the  wilds  of  Canada,  and 
plainly  told  them  so.  Afterwards  they  bid  him  hoe  corn.  IIo 
complied  so  far  as  to  cut  it  up  by  the  I'oots  and  then  throw  his  hoc 
into  the  river,  declaring  that  such  work  was  lit  only  for  squaws. 
This  only  heightened  their  admimtion  for  him,  and  they  did  not 
ask  him  to  do  any  more  work. 

Late  in  the  autumn  Captain  Stevens,  of  Number  Four,  and 
Mr.  Wheelwright,  of  Boston,  went  to  St.  Fi-ancis  to  radeem  the 
prisoners.  For  Eastman  tlicy  paid  a  ransom  of  sixty  dollars,  for 
Stark  one  hundred  and  thi-ce  dollara,  showing  how  much  higher 
they  prized  tlie  couinige  of  the  latter  above  tlie  timidity  of  tlio 
former. 

They  returned  home  by  Lake  Champlain  and  Number  Four — 
Eastman  to  leml  the  life  of  an  industrious  liirnicr,  Stiirk  to  plan 
and  execute  new  hunting  or  tmpping  cxcuraions,  to  pi-ocure  mcaiui 
to  pay  his  ransom,  or  to  serve  as  guide  tlu*ough  the  wilderness 
he  had  explored,  all  of  which  disciplined  him  for  achieving  those 
immortal  deeds  in  tlie  old  French  war  and  tlie  Revolution.  We 
hear  of  him  the  next  summer  down  in  the  wilds  of  Maine,  trap- 
ping on  tlie  Androscoggin ;  but  pi*evious  to  this  he  was  pilot  for  a 
large  party  which  made  one  more  attempt  to  explore  the  north 
country,  that  historical  land  containing  our  mountain  hamlet — 
Warren. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

now  THE  SALVAOES,  SADATIS  AND  CIlllISTO,  STOLE  TWO  MEOROES 
FROM  TUE  SETTLEMENT  AT  CANTERBURY,  AND  THE  EXCITE- 
MENT IT  caused;  TOGETHER  WITH  A  GRAND  RESULT  BEFORE 
lUNTED  AT. 

The  captare  of  the  hnntora  and  the  murder  of  Stinson  in 
the  Pcmigcwossett  country  caused  the  New  Hampshire  people 
considerable  alarm,  and  communicated  in  fact  a  little  palpitation 
of  the  heart  to  the  (governor  hiniscir.  But,  like  any  other  nine 
days'  wonder,  it  soon  died  away.  Yet  quiet  only  reigned  for  a 
moment,  and  then  the  excitement  connnenced  again. 

There  were  two  big,  burly  savages,  who  sometimes  resided  at 
St.  l^'rancis,  but  more  often  on  the  head  waters  of  the  Mernmack. 
Their  names  were  Sabatis  and  Clnisto.  Like  most  of  the  Indians 
of  that  degenerate  Indian  time  they  would  get  dnink,  and  then 
would  boast  of  their  wicked  deeds  done  in  the  wars.  They  were 
a  source  of  terror  to  the  women  and  childron,  and  many  a  time  it 
was  whispered  at  night  when  the  family  was  gathered  around  the 
huge  old-fashioned  fire-place,  where  the  buraiug  logs  were  glow- 
ing, how  these  men,  stealing  from  the  northern  solitudes,  had 
buried  their  tomahawks  in  the  settlers'  heads ;  and  how  Sabatis, 
sleeping  on  the  hearth  as  he  was  wont,  would  start  and  groan  and 
scream,  as  he  said  his  victims  did.  Yet  tlie  settlers  treated  them 
kindly,  and  for  some  time  they  shared  the  hospitality  of  two  men, 
Miles  and  Lindsey. 

Now  it  chanced  that  two  negroes  were  living  in  Canterbury, 
the  property  of  said  Miles  and  Lindsey,  and  our  red-skins,  not 
liavlng  the  fear  of  the  law  before  their  eyes,  and  never  having 
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heai*d  the  teachings  of  certain  abolitionists  who  lired  at  a  lalor 
day — how  wicked  it  was  to  hold  black  chattels  in  bondage — at 
once  ox|)eiicnced  a  strong  desire  to  appropriate  said  cluUtola  to 
their  own  use.  Accordingly,  like  other  men-stealei-s,  they  Imme- 
diately began  to  form  plans  to  ^^captiyate"  the  negroes. 

It  was  a  bright  summer  moniing.  Men  were  roimiring  to  the 
fields,  and  tlie  two  would-be  kiduappei-s  started  for  a  stroll  in 
tlio  woods.  Tlioy  met  the  negroes,  asked  tlieni  to  show  a  path 
that  led  to  a  certain  locality,  and  the  darkies,  good  honest  souls, 
complied.  When  they  wero  a  considerable  distance  in  the  forest, 
the  Indians  seized  the  negroes,  bound  their  hands,  Ibttered  tlioir 
little  heels,  and  then,  instead  of  taking  them  down  south,  like 
kidnappers  of  a  later  day,  they  engineei*ed  tlie  first  underground 
rail  1*001!,  and  stalled  their  chattels  towanls  Canada. 

But  one  night,  when  tlioy  woi*e  fur  on  the  I'oad,  one  of  tlio 
negix>es  managed  to  unfetter  himself,  and  in  terse  Indian  nomoii- 
clatui*e,  ''him  run  fast,"  and  escai)ed  to  Ids  "ole  massa"  again. 

But  the  other  negro  was  not  so  fortunate.  His  Indian  captors 
waded  him  across  Uie  "  river  of  pines,"  the  dark  flowing  Ck>nnoo- 
ticut,  feasted  his  keen  ideality  on  the  wild  beauties  of  the  rolling 
Green  mountains,  and  delighted  his  vision  with  the  sight  of  the 
sparkling  Lake  Champlain.  Suffice  it  to  say,  the  kidnapped  dar- 
key saw  the  fW>wnlng  battlements  of  Grown  Point,  where  his 
humane  captora  sold  lum  to  a  French  officer.  Whether  he  was 
redeemed  or  not  is  too  insignificant  a  matter  for  tliis  history  to 
invesligate. 

But  one  gi*eat  rosult  gvQv/  out  of  Uiese  Indian  depredations. 
Petitions  were  again  circulated,  signatures  pi*ocured,  and  wlien 
the  great  and  dignified  Assembly  of  New  Hampshire — character- 
ized then  as  now  more  by  its  size  and  numbera  Uian  by  its  ability 
— met,  it  was  memoiialized.  The  petitioners  humbly  prayed  that 
a  road  might  bo  marked,  cut,  and  nnulo,  fk'om  the  settlements  on 
the  Merrimack,  through  the  Peihigewassett  land  to  tlio  Goos 
meadows.  Then  the  forts  would  Hurely  be  built.  Then  bristling 
bayonets,  gleaming  over  the  bright  watera  of  the  Indian  garden- 
land,  would  keep  those  self-some  Indians  who  pretended  to  own 
the  oforesoid  garden — yearly  planted  with  pumpkins,  com,  and 
beans — from  committing  their  deprodatlons  ufiou  iuuocout,  bravo 
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hunters,  sablo  trappers,  and  white  squatters,  who  of  right  roamed 
upon  the  frontier.  In  other  words  ther^  should  be  a  guard  at  the 
Coos  memlows,  who,  ever  vigilant,  sliould  make  tlie  settlers  feci 
more  secure  in  their  new  homes. 

Thoy  never  dnMiniod  that  the  Indians  could  leave  the  Connec- 
ticut iiigher  up,  and  come  down  tlu'ougli  tlie  notcli  by  tlie  Hay- 
stacks, wheits  they  couhl  learn  one  lesson  of  stern  grandeur  from 
the  Old  Man  of  the  Mountain;  or  that  they  could  go  round  by  the 
gi'oen  hills  of  the  west  and,  crossing  the  Connecticut  below,  reach 
the  Asquamchumauke  by  Baker  ponds.  There  were  no  such  con- 
tingencies about  it  in  their  ndnds;  the  forts  once  built,  they 
were  safe. 

But  New  Hampshire  then,  as  no«v,  was  poor.  It  would  be 
groat  exi^ense  to  cut  the  road  and  maintain  tlie  forts.  But  after 
considering  the  matter  for  a  long  time,  it  was  determined  that  so 
weighty  a  i)etition  could  not  be  disregarded ;  Uiat  the  interests  of 
the  State  demanded  immediate  action;  and  so  they  voted  to 
assume  tlie  expense  of  cutting  and  making  the  road,  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  survey  and  mark  the  same.  That  committee  con- 
sisted of  Zacheus  Love  well,  of  Dunstable,  a  relative  of  that 
Captain  Lovewell  who  fought  Paugus ;  John  Tolford,  of  Chester, 
and  Caleb  Page,  of  Starkstown ;  and  they  hired  John  Stark  to 
assist  them.  The  Assembly  sat  in  the  winter  of  1752-3,  and  in  the 
spring  following  tlio  coniniittx^e  (H)nnnencod  the  work  —  looking 
towaiHl  the  beloved  land  of  this  history. 


CHAPTER  V. 

UOW  THE  ROAD '  WAS  CUT  THROUGH  THK  WOODS,  AND  HOW  THS 
GREAT  AND  MIGHTY  NATION  OF  AROSAOUNTICOOKS  —  COMPOSED 
OP  ALL  THE  NIPMUOK  TIUDES,  INCLUDING  OUR  PEMIGEWA89ETT8 
AND  SOME  OTHERS — SENT  A  'FLAG  OF  TRUCE  TO  NUMBER 
FOUR.     CONCLUDING  WITH  A  GENERAL  UACKOUT. 

TnE  committco  woro  no  lii^gards.  Tho  General  Assembly 
of  Now  Hampshire  made  a  wise  choice.  They  immediately  reu- 
dezvoused  at  Amoskeag  falls,  the  place  where  John  Stark  lived, 
and  where  daring  spidts  like  Waternomee,  Kaucamagns,  and 
Fassacoiiaway  congragated  in  times  long  ago.  Philosophers  say 
that  associations  form  human  character.  Tell,  amid  his  native 
mountains,  was  brave  and  daring;  tlie  inhabitant  of  India  is  cow- 
ardly and  effeminate.  Consequently,  the  great  rocky  barrier  at 
Amoskeag,  the  white,  foaming  water,  ever  roaring,  the.  northern 
granite  mountains — all  conspired  to  make  such  men  as  John 
Stark  and  his  friends. 

The  committee  hii-cd  sixteen  men,  and  Stark  was  to  pilot 
them  through  tho  Pemigewassett  country  to  tho  Coos  intervals. 
Robert  Rogera,  the  most  daring  ranger  of  the  old  French  war, 
was  one  of  tlie  number. 

It  was  Mai*ch  10th,  1753,  when  tlie  sui*veying  party  left  Amos- 
keag. The  river  was  yet  fi*ozeu  over.  Each  man  had  a  pair  of 
snow-shoes  on  his  feet.  His  blanket,  twenty-five  days'  provision, 
and  his  cooking  utensils,  wei*c  strapped  to  his  back.  Half  tlio 
paity  had  guns.  Almost  all  had  axes  or  hatchets,  and  Caleb  Pago 
cai*ried  a  compass  and  other  materials  suitable  for  making  a  plan 
of  the  survey. 


THB  ROAD  BLAZED  TO  COOS.  Ill 

Thus  cqnipped  thoy  proceeded  np  the  river  on  the  ice  as  far 
M  linkcrstown,  now  Franklin,  N.  11.  They  stopped  one  ni^ht  at 
the  most  northern  settler's  hut,  and  rested  their  weary  limbs  on 
tlio  Hoor  by  the  blazing  hcartli.  On  the  bright  ensuing  morn, 
when  the  sun  gleamed  on  the  myriad  diamond  points  of  the  fi'ozen 
snow,  and  the  red-crested  woodpecker  drummed  a  merry  tune  on 
tlie  hollow  beech-tree,  they  struck  into  the  woods.  Their  route 
was  now  up  the  west  bank  of  the  Merrimack.  A  part  of  the  com- 
pany would  pei*form  the  day's  march  in  the  forenoon,  constiiict 
the  camp,  cut  the  wood  for  the  night  fire,  prepare  and  cook  the 
provisions,  and  make  everything  as  comfortable  as  possible  for  the 
tired  I'oad  choppers  and  surveyors.  At  difTercnt  points  on  the 
route  they  Icfl  a  portion  of  their  supplies,  to  be  used  on  their 
return.  The  snow  was  four  feet  deep ;  yet  they  pushed  on  with- 
out faltering.  Not  a  man  lagged  behind.  One  day,  in  what  is 
now  our  good  town  of  Went  worth,  they  started  a  moose.  The 
whistling  balls  of  half  a  dozen  rifles,  in  sailors'  phrase,  "brought 
him  to,"  and  at  evening,  when  night's  shadows  were  creeping 
throngh  the  forest,  the  gleaming  knives  of  nineteen  hardy  border- 
ers flashed  before  (he  cnni|)fire,  iis  tliey  carved  out  the  choicest 
nuirsels  and  over  Mieni  cracked  their  merry  jokes.  In  llfLeen  days 
they  had  blazed  a  pathway  through  the  wilderness,  and  were  en- 
camped on  the  intervals  at  Coos. 

They  occupied  six  days  in  returning,  and  when  they  disbanded 
at  Amoskeag  on  the  31st  day  of  March,  the  great  province  of  New 
Hampshire,  with  Benning  Wentworth  for  Governor,  was  indebted 
to  this  indomitable  surveying  party  in  the  sum  of  684/.  6s,  old 
touor.  Caleb  Page  got  221,  extra  for  surveying,  and  John  Stark 
more  pay  than  his  fellows,  for  additional  work  and  services  as 
guide. 

But  our  mighty  Arosogunticook,  or  St.  Francis  tribe  of  red- 
skins, heard  of  the  act  of  tlie  General  Assembly  of  New  Hamp- 
shire almost  as  soon  as  it  was  passed.  Although  they  had  no  gov- 
ernor, they  had  a  chief;  if  they  had  no  legislature,  they  could  sit 
smoking  around  the  council-iire,  and  debate  mattera  concerning 
their  nule  nation  of  eighteen  hundred  souls,  in  a  manner  more 
dignified  and  grave  than  even  the  Uonian  Senate ;  if  they  had  no 
money  to  pay  the  ex[)ense  of  an  expedition  to  the  English  settle* 
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mentSy  Btill,  thoir  resolve  once  detoiinined  upon,  tliey  oould  find 
daring,  pointed,  tuflcd-headed  dcspenidoes  euougli,  to  wlioui 
the  pleasureable  prospect — tlie  excitement  of  burning  buildings, 
groaning  victims,  sighing  captives,  and  dangling  scalp-locks — 
would  bo  a  sufficient  inducement  to  undertake  such  enterprise. 

With  a  little  prompting  ft*om  the  French  the  war-council 
decided  upon  war.  But,  be  it  said  to  tlieir  credit,  they  had  learned 
one  principle  of  christian  civilized  wai'fai'e  mentioned  in  Uie  books 
that  treat  of  the  laws  of  nations.  That  was,  befora  open  hostili- 
ties were  commenced  in  the  usual  ambuscade  fashion,  they  deter- 
mined to  notify  the  enemy.  Accordingly  in  the  winter  of  the 
liassage  of  the  act,  even  before  our  noted  committee  with  its  hardy 
surveying  pai*ty  lia<l  performed  its  laboi*s,  six  Indians,  (for  In- 
dians in  those  days  were  as  hatxly  as^whito  men)  binived  tlio  chill 
winds  of  'Miigog  lake,  rustled  Miu  snow  ln>ni  the  ovorgit^on  lira  of 
the  swamps,  and  with  a  flag  of  truce  suddenly  api>earod  at  tlie 
fort  in  Numl)er  b^our,  now  Oharle8t4>n,  N.  II. 

CapUun  Stevens,  the  commander  received  them  in  true  military 
style,  even  as  did  Cyrus  the  younger  the  Queen  of  Silesia,  only  not 
quite  so  affectionately  perhaps;  or  tlie  gi*oat  Hannibal,  Scipto;  or 
Bonapaite,  Lord  Wellington.  They  fared  sumptuously  upon  tlio 
good  viands  within  the  log  foi*t,  dined  upon  hearty  mooso-beef  and 
supped  upon  corn-cakes,  washed  down  with  sundry  mugs  of  Hip, 
made  hissing-hot  with  the  old-fasliioncd  loggerhead,  which  was 
always  kept  at  a  white  heat. 

On  the  day  following  their  arrival  they  stated  their  message. 
Their  orator,  di-awing  liimself  up  Aill  height,  asserted  their  title 
to  the  corn  patches  and  pumpkin  fields  at  the  long  river  of  pines, 
which  runs  tlirough  the  meadows,  under  the  shadow  of  tlie  snowy 
mountain,  Moosilauke.  ^^  Our  father's,**  said  he,  **gave  it  to  us. 
We  Juivdhieoei'  sold  lY,  tievev  bargained  it  for  the  deadig  fire- 
water, Whff  do  f/ou  tnuspasti  uftou  if/  Whi/  wrongfallg  turJ^  to 
drive  it*  from  our  ijUieritauce'/  Alrcadt/  have  your  armed  uien 
visited  it.  Already  Imve  forts  been  staked  out  upon  it.  We  say 
notOy  desist!  Let  not  the  Mnylish  eome  to  Cowass,  If  they  do — 
sure  as  the  heave^is  above  tlie  mountain  peaks  sliaU  blush  in  the 
rosy  morning,  you  shall  have  war,  and  it  sliall  be  a  strong  war! 
Like  a  wolf  on  your  flocks  we  will  rush  on  your  wives  and  child- 
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ren;  like  a  htirricane  uprooting  the  forest y  %oe  will  pluck  you 
from  the  soil  I  ^^ 

This  incssago  delivered,  the  Iiidians,  Jolly  roisterers,  managed 
to  dispose  of  suiidiy  other  mugs  of  flip,  heated  in  the  befoi*c-meu- 
Moned  niannor,  cut  numberless  antics  and  capers  around  tlic  rude 
fort,  and  then  ^vhooping  a  wild  applause  allcr  their  own  peculiar 
style,  all  of  which  signified  that  they  liked  good  mm,  took  their 
departure  for  the  St.  Lawi*enco. 

Captain  Stcven«  bolted  and  barred  his  fortress  and  posted  a 
stronger  guard  that  night,  and  the  next  day,  finding  that  all  was 
quiet,  sent  off  a  disx)atch  to  Govenior  Shirley,  of  Massachusetts, 
infoiming  him  of  tlie  remonstrance  and  declaration  on  the  part  of 
the  Arosagunticooks. 

The  honorable  governor  heard  the  message  with  astonish- 
ment. Rather  than  the  "tufted-headed  salvages,"  should  nish 
down  upon  the  frontier  settlers,  as  the  wild  clansmen  of  Scotland 
did  upon  merrie  England,  or  as  the  Nipmucks  who  lived  with  their 
dear  French  fnends  had  been  accustomed  to  do  for  the  past  hun- 
di-ed  years,  the  governor  thought  they  had  better  be  allowed  to 
retain  the  garden-patch  at  "Cowas." 

With  great  haste  he  sent  a  messenger  to  Governor  "Wentworth 
with  the  news,  who,  after  considering  it  for  some  time  witli  his 
council,  came  to  the  sago  conclusion  that  whereas  it  was  going  to 
cost  a  largo  sum  of  money  to  make  the  road,  and  also  as  it  was 
going  to  make  the  dire  and  dreadful  "salvages"  exceedingly 
wroth,  and  fuilhermore  as  there  was  a  great  prospect  that  a  terri- 
ble war  would  shortly  break  out  between  Franco  and  England, 
tliey  concluded  to  abandon  the  very  plan  that,  in  any  event,  was 
80  necessary  for  their  protection. 

Thus  the  two  forts  were  not  built,  the  four  hundred  men  never 
went  to  Coos,  the  bayonets  never  gleamed  over  the  still  water,  and 
the  tramp  of  the  soldier-guard  was  never  heard.  The  happy  land 
of  Warren  also  bid  fair  to  have  grown  greener  in  her  mountain 
solitudes,  the  white  man's  footstep  to  have  awoke  no  echo,  his 
cattle  to  have  browsed  in  no  valley,  the  bleat  of  his  flocks  to  have 
enlivened  no  hillside  for  tho  next  half-century,  had  not  an  addi- 
tional tmin  of  circumstances,  which  we  shall  mention  in  our  next 
chapter,  just  now  commenced. 

U 


CHAPTER  VI. 

HOW  8ABATIS  AND  PLAUSAWA  FARED  IN  THE  HANDS  OP  PETER 
DOWEN,  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  MIRACULOUS  OPENING  OF  THE 
JAIL,  CONCLUDING  WITH  A  CAl»TIVATINO  ACCOUNT  OF  A  WHOLE 
FAMILY,  WHO  WERE  POLITELY  INVITED  TO  GO  TO  CANADA  BY 
THE  GENTLE  SALVAGES. 

iEVERY  mau  admires  courage.  Marshal  Ney,  ''  the  brav- 
est of  the  brave,"  was  the  envy  of  the  world ;  but  even  his  dariiig 
feats  have  many  a  time  been  equalled.  Unfortunately,  tlie  heroes 
acting  on  a  more  obscure  stage,  unlike  the  favored  French,  had  no 
historians,  and  are  consequently  forgotten.  We  do  not  pretend 
that  every  savage  is  a  hero ;  but  many  an  early  pioneer  of  New 
England  can  attest  to  deeds  of  fortitude  and  bravery  that  can 
scarcely  find  a  parallel.  King  Philip,  civilized,  would  have  stood 
beside  a  Hannibal  or  an  Alexander.  Even  our  fdend  Sabatis,  who 
stole  the  negroes,  flimishes  us  with  a  notable  instance  of  physical 
daring  and  moral  heroism,  or  as  a  latter-day  Yankee  would  express 
it,  of  cheek,  of  brass,  of  impudence,  truly  astonnding. 

That  kidnapper,  that  '^  brave,"  who  wheedled  away  the  i>oor 
**  darkies,"  the  great  and  distinguished  Sabatis,  accompanied  this 
time  by  a  new  friend — Flausawa  by  name — without  even  a  blush 
on  his  red  face,  but  with  an  assuming  air,  dai*cd  to  walk  into  the 
highly  peaceable  and  prosperous  Rcttlcment  of  Canterbury,  the 
very  next  June  after  stealing  the  negroes.  ]runtci*8  and  trupi>ei'8, 
farmers,  men  from  the  woods,  and  men  black  from  the  ''  burnt- 
piece,"  with  their  wives  and  innocent  children,  wero  alike  aston- 
ished. When  they  had  somewhat  rccoverod  A*om  their  suii)rise, 
they  upbraided  Sabatis  with  his  troachery. 
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With  a  haughty  air  he  said,  ''Mo  not  to  blame;  St.  Francis 
Indians  no  make  treaty  with  the  English.  No  harm  to  steal  nig- 
gers ;  white  men  steal  niggers  in  Africa  I  Red  men  same  right  to 
steal  niggers  in  ^Mcrica.'' 

This  was  an  irrefragiblo  argnmclit,  equal  to  that  learned  from 
the  great  Socrates  by  one  Strcpsiadcs,  and  the  white  settlers  would 
willingly  have  allowed  him  to  be  a  keen  logician  if  they  could 
only  have  had  the  pleasui*e  of  seeing  him  cantering  fast  away  from 
Canterbury. 

But  Sabatis  would  not  go.  Ho  put  on  airs.  Like  other  men 
who  think  they  have  performed  great  feats,  he  became  insolent  in 
his  conduct,  buantcd  in  bnigadocia  style  of  what  he  had  done, 
threatened  to  butcher  the  inhabitants,  flourished  a  glittei*ing  knife, 
and  like  another  Jack  Falstaff,  brave  where  was  no  danger,  bran- 
dished his  tomahawk  over  the  head  of  a  defenceless  woman. 

But  worse  than  this  —  some  keen-eyed  settler  discovei^ed  that 
ho  caiTicd,  sccrclcd  about  his  person,  a  collar  and  lines,  nice  con- 
trivances with  which  to  fetter  captives,  and  then  the  whole  settle- 
ment was  alive  with  the  kidnapping  affair  again.  ''  It  might  do  to 
steal  negroes,''  said  an  old  farmer,  "but  'pon  honor  it  will  never 
do  to  steal  white  folks."  Bmg  was  a  game  that  two  could  play  at, 
and  some  old  soldier-citizens  of  Canterbury,  who  had  seen  servico 
at  the  siege  of  lionisbnrg,  bcllovcd  lliat  they  tlienisclvcs  would  be 
yet  good  for  blows  and  even  bullets.  So  when  Sabatis  commenced 
his  insolence  ngain,  he  heard  something  that  he  had  never  heard 
befoix)  in  that  settlement.  Gleam  of  steel  shone  on  steel,  and  the 
cry  of  '•  Blood  for  blood  I "  greeted  the  cars  of  the  tawny  brave. 
The  frontier  hamlet  grew  too  hot  for  the  St.  Francis  men,  and  one 
July  day  they  quietly  decamped,  this  time  without  any  prisoners, 
crossed  the  bright  Merrimack  in  a  beautiful  birch  canoe,  and  took 
up  their  residence  in  Contoocook,  now  Boscawen. 

But  they  had  not  yet  learned  to  be  civil ;  they  were  just  as 
insolent  as  ever.  Plunder,  captives,  and  scalps  were  continually 
on  their  tongues,  and  tho  whole  settlement  soon  grew  heai*tily  sick 
of  them.  They  were  tlie  guests  of  two  men,  Messrs.  Momll  and 
Bowen.  Tho  first  was  a  fanner,  but  Peter  Bowen  was  a  wild  bor- 
derer, lie  knew  every  trait  of  Indian  character.  A  hunter  and 
trapper,  ho  had  passed  half  his  life  in  the  woods.    lie  was  well 
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acquainted  with  the  two  Indians  and  their  misdeeds,  and  knew 
tliat  they  were  hated  hy  every  settler.  For  years  it  was  reported 
how  Boweu  fought  tliem  in  self-defence — hut  this  was  an  idle  tale 
got  up  for  cifoct.  Bowon  i*eAsonod  in  this  wise :  '<  The  Indians 
have  muixloixid  a  grout  many  while  mon.  Thoy  say  llioy  will 
munlor  more.  Only  last  your  thoy  stole  Iho  negroes.  At  any 
moment  my  noighhor  or  myself  is  liable  to  bo  killed.  Now  to 
protect  ihoni  and  my  family ,  and  to  get  a  rich  lot  of  furs — for  the 
Indians  in  question  have  two  hundi*ed  pounds  worth — I  will  put 
the  pestilent  serpents  out  of  the  way.  Every  one  will  juslity  the 
deed,  and  I  shall  be  the  gainer." 

So  when  Sabatis  and  Plausawa  were  about  to  leave  the  settle- 
ment, Bowen  invited  them  to  have  a  treat  at  his  house.  Both 
Indians  got  drunk,  and  Bowon  di*ow  the  charges  from  their  guns. 
Then,  when  they  departed,  thoy  went  into  the  woods  towards  the 
Mcn-imack.  The  Indians  got  separated  some  distance  apart  and 
then  Bowen  attacked  Sabatis.  The  di-uuken  brave  snapped  his 
gim  at  him,  but  Bowen  sank  a  hatchet  to  the  helve  in  his  brain, 
cut  him  with  it  several  times  in  the  back,  and  plunged  a  hunting- 
knife  into  his  heart.  Plausawa  coming  up  begged  for  his  life. 
Bowen  answered  not  a  word,  but  killed  him  on  the  spot.* 

That  night  he  left  them  by  the  path-side.  The  gibbous  moon 
looked  through  the  ti^ces  upon  their  u))turncd,  ghastly  faces.  The 
wolf  howled  on  the  mountain  as  ho  scented  their  blood  afar,  and 
the  solemn  owl  hooted  in  harsh,  discordant  notes — nature's 
requiem  over  wild  spirits  dopurted,  whose  earthly  delight  liad 
been  human  butchery. 

On  the  morrow  Bowen  returned  with  his  son,  scooped  a  shal- 
low hole  and  threw  the  bodies  in,  slightly  covering  them  with 
earth  and  leaves.  But  wild  animals  and  dogs  dug  them  up,  and 
for  years  afterwards  their  white  bones  bleached  by  the  road  side 
in  the  woods. 

Indian  huntera,  who  had  come  to  the  settlements  to  traffic, 
heard  of  the  murder  of  tlio  two  Indians,  and  bore  the  news  to  the 
St.  Fi-ancis. 

The  New  Hampshire  authorities  also  heard  the  story.  As  in 
duty  bound,  the  government  officials  clapped  a  legal  hand  ui>on 

•  I'oUor'H  If  i»i.  or  Muiichotflor,  281. 
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Morrill  and  Bowon.  Like  Paul  and  Silas  ilicy  wore  borno  away 
to  prison,  yot  for  a  very  unlilco  cause.  Tlicy  wore  incarcerated 
within  the  walls  of  the  old  Jail  at  Portsmouth.  That  they  might 
not  attempt  the  role  of  Jack  Shepard,  their  limbs  were  placed  in 
iron  manacles.  They  were  indicted  for  murder,  and  were  to  have 
Uieir  trial  March  21st,  1754. 

Telegraphic  operators  sometimes  send  messages  without  the 
aid  of  a  battery.  The  air,  overcharged  with  electricity,  pi'oduces 
an  almost  magical  cllcct  upon  the  wires,  and  with  hardly  an  clFort 
the  thonghU  of  the  operator  leap  thousands  of  miles  away.  Al- 
Uiough  there  was  no  telegraph  at  that  time,  still  a  subtle  and  mys- 
terious agency,  almost  as  wonderful,  seemed  to  be  at  work.  It 
pcrviulcd  every  settlement.  An  almost  une.xplainablo  attraction 
Rcemed  to  iniiiel  men,  and  on  llio  cold  night  of  March  20th,  as  the 
story  is  told,  hundreds  were  threading  their  way  through  the  dark 
and  the  storm.  Down  by  Dover  Neck,  along  by  .Squamscott's 
snowy  banks  tliey  came,  and  up  by  the  ocean  shore,  where  the 
waves  were  '*  roaring  on  the  rocks." 

At  midnight  scores  of  dark  forms  crouched  under  the  walls 
of  the  Jail,  and  then  simultaneously  rushed  at  the  gate,  broke  it 
in,  knocked  the  irons  from  the  limbs  of  Morrill  and  Bowen,  and 
set  them  free.  In  the  morning  a  thrill  of  excitement  ran  through 
the  community.  Law-abiding  citizens  demanded  their  recapture ; 
but  the  larger  number  rejoiced  at  their  escape.  The  two  men  were 
generally  justified.  The  best  men  in  New  Hampshire  had  aided 
tliem.  Governor  AVentworth  ollbred  a  reward  for  their  rccnptui-e, 
but  no  man  troubled  himself  to  apprehend  them.  In  a  short  time 
they  went  wholly  at  large,  and  an  arrest  could  not  easily  have 
been  made.  If  it  had  been,  as  in  the  case  of  James  the  Second, 
every  body  would  have  been  displeased  with  the  captors,  and 
would  have  given  the  Indian  killers  a  chance  to  run  away  again  as 
fast  OS  they  were  able. 

But  something  must  be  done  to  appease  the  Indians,  who  were 
not  so  readily  satislled.  New  Hampshire  therefore  sent  pi^esents 
to  the  relatives  of  Sabatis  and  Plausawa,  and  with  them  the  blood 
was  wiped  out — but  not  so  with  the  St.  Francis  people.  They 
were  enraged ;  they  muttered  threats  of  vengeance.  The  retalia- 
ting blow  was  planned,  and  ''  like  a  thunderbolt  it  fell  on  the 
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infant  sotilcmont,  but  a  kind  Providoncc  partly  averted  its  cfTocU." 
It  was  May  lltli,  175  i,  ono  of  the  bnglitcst  days  of  spnng. 
A  party  of  thirty  Indians,  every  ono  of  them  painted  lilco  a  cii*cu8 
clown,  and  with  scalp-locks  dancing  in  the  wind,  had  come  down 
ft-om  Canada.    Nathaniel  Meloon  and  William  Emery,  who  lived 

• 

in  Stovenstown,  nowapartof  Fmnklin,  discovei'ed  them  tlie  night 
bofoi*e.  Emery  was  a  wide-awake  man,  and  he  immediately  took 
his  family  to  a  garrison-house  near  by.  But  Meloon  was  dilatory, 
and  like  the  Mr.  Slow  mentioned  in  Motlier  Goose's  melodies,  was 
given  to  procrastination.  His  family  wero  all  at  home  in  uncon- 
scious innocence,  except  one  son,  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  who  was  at  work 
in  a  field  near  by.  They  were  taking  a  hearty  bi*cakfast  of  bean 
porridge,  when  they  were  startled  by  the  wild  whoop  of  the 
Indians,  who  had  captured  the  elder  and  slow  Meloon,  as  ho  was 
returning  from  Uio  garrison. 

The  capture  of  the  ftmiily  was  also  but  the  work  of  a  moment, 
and  then  tlio  painted  demons,  to  s])eak  in  the  ixisiKictful  language 
of  earlier  histonans,  bnuidished  their  tomahawks  and  flourished 
tlieir  seal  ping-knives,  as  they  proceeded  to  rip  open  feather-beds, 
for  the  sake  of  the  ticks,  and  to  steal  all  the  clothing  and  provis- 
ion tliey  could  lay  tlieir  hands  upon. 

In  a  wonderfully  short  time  they  seiTcd  Emery's  house  in  the 
same  manner  and  then,  before  the  sun  was  very  high,  were  all  on 
their  way  to  Canada. 

Meloon,  Junior,  who  had  seen  tlie  Indians  approach,  fled  five 
miles  as  fast  as  his  legs  could  carry  him,  to  Contoocook,  raised 
eight  men,  and  hurried  back  to  the  rescue.  But  he  was  too  late. 
Father,  mother,  sisters,  brother,  had  been  gone  for  hours.* 

The  people  of  Stevenstown  and  Contoocook  were  terribly 
aroused  by  the  Indian  depredations.  It  was  necessary  to  do  some- 
thing, and  so  Stephen  Gerrish  was  dispatched  to  Portsmouth.  On 
the  17th  of  May — quick  time  in  those  days  of  tote-roads  and 
bridle-paths — he  laid  a  petition  before  the  Governor  and  Council, 
signed  by  all  the  inhabitants,  praying  for  as8isl4ince. 

''Oh I  how  we  wish  the  forts  at  Coos  intervals  hod  boon 
built,"  said  one;  ''And  the  four  hundrad  stout  men  with  mns- 


*  Molooii  uiid  his  faniilv,  Willi  lliu  cxcc|)lioii  or  one  child,  Sanili,  wli«»  tUoU  in 

ulHiiit  i'uiir  ycartf  uflurwunU,  liiivltig  cxiteriunccil  iiiiiiior* 
0U8  horiUliipB  and  miiuy  »tnuigo  advouiiutM.— i'ofctcr'8  ilUt.  of  Muiickoiitor,  <8S. 


Canada,  all  got  Haro  liouiu  aiHiiit 
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kcts,"  added  anolbcr;  ''Then  our  settlers  would  have  been 
secure,"  said  all.  But  it  was  of  no  use  to  wish  that.  The  next 
best  tiling,  howeyer,  could  be  done.  What  that  was  it  took  a  long 
time  to  determine.  But  Anally,  witli  great  wisdom  and  foresight 
on  tlie  part  of  His  Excellency  tlic  Governor,  and  his  council,  it  was 
onlci-ed  that  twenty  mounted  men — good  cavalry  soldiers — should 
be  sent  to  the  woods  of  Contoocook  and  Stevenstown,  riding 
through  underbrush  and  over  windfalls,  across  marshes,  bogs,  and 
fens,  with  what  efToctivencss  must  be  very  plain  to  every  one 
familiar  with  the  north  woods  of  New  Hampshire. 


CnAPTER  YII. 

now  CAPTAIN  PETER  POWERS  MARCHED  OALLANTLT  THROUGH  THE 
PEMIOKWA8SETT  COUNTRY  TO  THE  LAND  OV  THE  COOSUCKS,  OK 
A  BRAVE  EXPLOIT  AND  A  HEROIC  RETREAT. 

The  wild  moBS-troopors — bravo  cavalry  soldiers  as  tlioy 
were — scouted  valiantly  in  the  shaggy  woods  of  Contoocook  and 
Stevenstown.  For  a  month  they  galloped  np  hill  and  for  a  month 
they  galloped  down.  Not  a  red-skin  was  discovered,  for  with 
their  prisoners  and  plunder  they  had  all  gone  to  Canada.  Yet  we 
would  not  detract  a  particle  fVom  the  merit  of  the  brave  English 
scouts.  Captain  John  Webster  was  leader,  and  a  bold  roan  was 
he.  James  Proctor  was  lieutenant  and  Cliristopher  Gould  was 
clerk.  But  their  month's  term  of  duty  soon  expired  and  they 
returned  home,  having  done  good  seiTice  in  beating  the  bush 
vHthout  catching  the  bird. 

But  the  high  functionaries  of  the  royal  province  of  New 
Ilampshire,  so  loyal  to  Ccorge  the  Third — for  the  i*oadcr  must 
recollect  that  our  worthy  ancestry  once  lived  under  a  king — 
were  not  satisfied  with  the  results  of  the  expedition.  They  had 
been  fiightcned  out  of  tlie  plan  of  building  strong  fortresses  at 
Coos,  and  now  they  believed  it  necessary  to  hold  that  territory 
with  companies  of  scouts  and  rangers.  So  another  expedition 
was  immediately  planned,  and  Captain  Peter  Powera,  of  llollis, 
N.  H.,  was  put  in  command.  James  Stevens  was  his  lieutenant, 
and  Ephraim  Ilale,  ensign.  Both  these  latter  were  fh)m  Town- 
send,  Massachusetts. 

And  here,  by  the  way,  we  must  acknowledge  our  obligations 
to  the  first  historian  of  Coos,  the  Rev.  Grant  Powers,  in  most 


THE  EXPEDITION  OM  THE  M ABCH.  121 

respects  truthAil,  yet  not  without  family  pride.  This  is  plainly 
exhibited  when  ho  tries  to  exalt  Captain  Peter,  his  gi-andfather  or 
great-uncle — no  matter  which— into  a  distinguished  traveller,  like 
Marco  Polo  of  former  times,  or  a  llumboldt  of  later  days ;  or  into 
a  great  military  hero  and  explorer,  like  John  Charles  Fremont, 
who  rode  a  woolly  horse  over  a  moun(4viii  18,000  feet  high  I  But 
we  honor  the  historian  for  wringing  from  oblivion  so  many  im- 
lK)rtant  fncU  of  history  that  would  soon  have  been  lost  forever. 

Captain  Powers  was  an  active  man.  J  lis  company  immedi- 
ately rendezvoused  at  Kumford,  formerly  Pennacook,  now  Con- 
coi'd,  N.  H.  It  .was  June  14tli,  1754,  when  the  last  man  of  the 
party  arrived  there.  On  Saturday,  the  15th,  they  proceeded  to 
Contoocook,  where  they  tarried  over  tlie  Sabbath  and  weut  to 
meeting,  as  good  Christians  should. 

Let  us  now  pause  here  for  a  moment.  It  is  no  holiday  excur- 
sion upon  which  these  stout  hearts  are  entering.  No  one  of  all 
tlie  gallant  heroes  who  had  formerly  headed  expeditions  against 
tlie  bloodthirsty  Arosagunticooks,  had  ever  penetmted  much  far- 
ther north  than  the  White  mountains ;  but  now  Captain  Powers 
was  going  to  eclipse  all  tlie  historic  deeds  of  previous  brave  Indian 
ilghtei'S,  to  plunge  Airther  into  the  wilderness,  and  xieiibim  deeds 
of  glory  that  should  render  him  immortal. 

We  have  said  tliey  were  all  ready  for  a  brave  dash  into  the 
northern  wilderness,  and  so  on  Monda}'  morning,  the  17tli,  at  the 
fli-st  dawn,  they  put  their  biiggage  into  thcir][canocs.  }\y  nine 
o'clock  A.  M.,  a  part  on  the  shore,  a  part  in  their  light  barks,  they 
wei-e  hurrying  up  the  Merrimack.  The  painted  salvages  wei-e  in 
the  upper  country,  and  Captain  Powei*8'  men  weixs  eager  for  the 
fi*ay.  They  passed  the  forks,  or  "  crotch"  of  the  river,  where  the 
"  dark  Aquadocta"  mingles  with  the  bright  Pemigewassett,  pushed 
up  tlie  latter  stream,  toted  their  baggage  and  canoes  round  the 
falls  and  camped  the  fli*st  night  at  the  head  of  ''  the  hundred  rod 
candying  place." 

Beautiful  weather  greeted  them  in  the  morning,  and  they  shot 
rapidly  up  the  winding  sti*eam,  shut  in  by  green  woods.  The 
winds  piped  in  the  foliage,  and  the  wood-thrush  mingled  his 
sweetest  melody  with  the  roar  of  Sawheganet  falls.  Here  they 
saw  great  fat  salmon  shooting  up  the  rushing  waters.    They 
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looked  into  tlio  dark  opening  from  whence  came  Sqnom  riyer, 
Howing  from  tlic  most  bcaulifiil  Now  England  lake ;  gazed  with 
delight  on  the  broad  intei*vals  of  Plymouth,  and  saw  in  the  dis-  ^ 
tance  the  stiarp  IFaystacks,  yet  white  with  wintei*'8  snow.* 

They  turned  up  the  Asqnamchnniauke,  otherwise  called  liaker 
river,  which  came  down  from  tlie  west,  and  paddled  their  light 
canoes  rapidly  along  its  crooked  and  sluggish  course.  The  fourtli 
day,  the  setting  sun  half  an  hour  high,  saw  them  camped  at  tlie 
foot  of  Rattlesnake  mountain,!  tlie  most  bold  and  precipitous  peak 
in  the  valley,  and  its  towei-ing  clifib  echoed  to  the  report  of  their 
muskets,  as  they  shot  a  moose  for  their  supperf  They  left  their 
canoes  in  the  shoal  head  water  of  the  river,  thought  they  would 
try  the  west  route  to  the  Connecticut,  and  that  night  tliey  camped 
between  the  two  Baker  ponds  in  the  present  town  of  Orford. 

Storms  of  '^ haile''  and  ''heavy  showers  of  raine"  kept  them 
here  for  two  days.  This  detention  very  much  tiied  the  patience 
of  the  Captain  and  his  tinisty  scouts.  They  were  eager  to  coxk) 
with  tlie  brave  salvages,  whom  they  ex|)ected  to  Hiid  at  the  head 
of  the  long  river  towai*ds  Wliich  they  were  hastemng. 

But  Captain  Powers  managed  to  while  away  the  time,  watch- 

***  WedM9dayt  June  19th.  16&4.— -  We  inarched  ou  our  lonmey,aiitl  carried  acroM 
the  long  carrying  place  on  i'cinigcwasBCtfc  river,  two  miles  noilh-eotft,  which  land 
hath  a  good  noil,  lioccli  and  luuplo,  willi  u  goo4l  (iiiaiiliiy  of  hirgc  inat»t8.  From  tlic 
place  wlicre  we  piil  in  the  cuufK}!«  we  Htcercd  otiat,  noiili-e:uit,  up  lliu  river  nl»out 
one  mile,  and  then  we  ateercd  noi-ili-eoiit  one  mile,  and  north  six  niilc»,  up  to 
Sawhegainet  FuUh,  whei*e  we  carried  by  about  lournMlit;  nn<l  from  the  TuIIm  wo 
steered  alK>ut  noi-th-eoDt  to  I'emigcwutfttet  interval,  two  niilea,  and  I'ktim  the  lM*ginniiig 
of  the  interval  we  made  good  our  courtte  north  four  miles,  and  there  cumpeil  on  a 
narrow  point  of  land.    The  lost  four  miles  of  tlie  i*iver  was  extremely  crooked." 

**  Thursilayt  JtttieVdh.—Wo  BtiCcrctX  our  course  one  turn  with  another,  which 
were  great  tuiTis,  west  north-west,  about  two  miles  and  a  half,  to  the  crotch,  or 
parting  of  the  Pemigewasset  river  at  Uoker  river  moutli,  thence  iVom  the  moutli  of 
Itaker  river,  up  said  i*iver,  north-west  six  miles.  This  river  is  extraordinarily 
crooked,  uiid  good  intorvul.  Thciice  up  tlie  river  alxuit  two  miles,  nortliwest,  and 
tliero  we  shot  a  mouse,  the  sun  about  u  half  an  hour  high,  and  there  caiu|H.*il." 

[This  must  have  beeu  in  the  town  of  Itomney.] 

*'  /Vulfiy,  June'il»i. —  We  814:011:11  up  the  Haid  Kakcr river  with  our  cjuiocs  aliout 
Ave  miles,  as  the  river  nui.  wliicli  was  extnu>nliiiarily  cn>oke<l.   In  the  after  imrt  of 
this  day  theits  was  a  great  shower  of  *  liailc  and  raiiie,'  which  prevented  our  pro- 
ceeding further  mid  licit)  we  canipiMl :  and  here  we  lull  our  canoes,  for  tlio  water  in 
the  river  was  so  shoal  that  we  could  not  go  with  them  any  flirtlier." 

"  Saturday.  June.  i2d. — This  morning  was  dark  and  cloudy  weather,  but  after 
ten  of  the  clock,  it  clcarcil  oflT  hot,  and  we  marched  up  the  river,  near  the  ln<llan    . 
carrying  pliice,  (i-oni  Kaker  river  to  Connecticut  river. and  llicro  camiM!d,aiid  couhl 
not  go  any  iXiiiher  bv  i-cason  of  a  great  sliower  of  rain,  which  held  almost  all  this 
afternoon.''— Capt.  l*eter  Towers'  Journal,  Hist,  of  Coos,  18. 

t  Powers  says  the  inhabitants  of  our  valley  can  without  doubt  flx  upon  Capt. 
Peter's  several  encampments  with  tolerable  accuracy,  and  that  it  must  bo  very 
interesting  to  mark  out  the  places  which  were  thus  occupied  by  swords  and  brist- 
ling bayonets  in  1764,  whilst  the  whole  country  around  remained  an  aubrokcn 
wilaemess — History  of  Coos,  10. 
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u\g  ilic  clouds  wliirliii^  arouiul  iho  siiiiiuitts  of  tlie  lofty  cafltcrii 
mouiiiaiiis,  and  wrilin^  in  his  jonninl  of  the  broad  and  fertile 
intervals,  the  beautifnl  white  pine  that  ^rew  upon  them,  and  how 
i*  back  from  the  intrcval  is  a  coufliderable  quantity  of  largo  moun- 
tains" which  ho  looked  upon  with  much  admiration. 

Itomlor,  think  of  the  forest  Rtrctchin(|;  a  hundred  miles  away, 
unbroken  by  a  single  white  man's  clearing;  of  the  bright  lakes, 
the  silver  rivera  winding  through  the  woods;  of  the  wild  oiid 
savage  beasts  that  roamed  and  howled  aud  bellowed  therein ;  of 
the  great  shaggy  mountains, ''  daunting  terrible ; ''  of  the  numer- 
ous cruel  murders  committed  on  the  frontiers  by  the  Indians ;  of 
this  company  of  stalwart  hearts,  camped  in  storm  of  '*  haile  and 
raino  and  tlmnder,"  beside  thesQ  exceedingly  solitary  ponds  in  the 
basin  of  tlie  great  mountains,  each  man  eager  with  trusty  "  Queen's 
arm  "  to  huny  further  away  into  the  wilderness,  to  fight  what 
were  to  them  veritable  "painted,  red  demons; "  perchance  to  be 
slain,  to  be  scalped,  to  be  devoured  by  wolves,  or  to  rot  in  some 
cold  swanii* — and  you  have  the  romance  of  Captahi  Powera' 
expedition.  Truly  one  might  expect  heroic  deeds  from  such  brave 
men. 

On  Tuesday,  June  2r)th,  they  struck  Connecticut  river.  Pro- 
ceeding up  the  east  bank  they  crossed  the  Oliverian,  swollen  by 
tlie  great  rain,  and  pushed  rapidly  forward  until  they  came  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Ammonoosuc.  Here  they  tarried  a  day,  built  a 
canoe  with  which  to  cross  the  latter  stream,  and  there  dismissing 
four  of  the  men  who  wei*e  lame,  sent  them  in  it  down  the  Connec- 
ticut to  "Number  Four." 

From  Ammonoosuc  river  they  went  tramping  through  the 
woods  nortliward,  over  John's  river  and  over  Israel's  river,  to 
the  beautiful  intei*val  of  upper  Coos.  On  this  intciTal  the  brave 
Captain  left  his  soldiers  to  mend  their  shoes,  and  with  two  men 
proceeded  up  the  Connecticut  "  to  see  what  they  could  discover." 

Five  miles  on  he  met  with  an  Indian  encanixnnent — a  sight 
tliat  gladdened  his  very  eyes — and  found  whei*e  not  more  tlian 
two  days  before  they  had  coustinicted  several  cauoes.  Like  eveiy 
other  great  military  hero,  he  was  now  eager  for  the  contest;  so, 
musing  on  this  sight  for  a  few  moments,  he  returned  to  his  men. 
They  wero  soon  mustered  in  battle-array.    A  council  of  war  was 
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held.  That  thoir  shoes  were  worn  out,  that  their  proyisions  were 
nearly  gone,  that  thej  were  foot-sore  and  lame,  and  that  their  hail- 
pelted  bodies  were  rheomatic — was  all  tme.    But  notwithstanding 

this,  now  was  the  time,  and  they  determined  to  make  a  vigorous 

• 

campaign  after  the  Indians,  and  if  possible  to  ocliiiso  the  renown 
of  the  bold  cavalry  troopers  in  the  wooils  of  Stevcnstown  and 
Contoocook.  To  do  this  it  was  necessary  there  should  be  a  change 
of  base.  Strategy  must  be  used,  and  this  should  be  the  great 
plan :  They  would  advance  towards  homo  on  the  double-quick ; 
the  ''painted  salvages"  of  course  would  pursue  them;  the  bold 
strategists  would  then  make  a  deadly  ambuscade,  and  there  shoot 
and  capture  the  whole  Arosogunticook  army. 

And  hero  some  skeptical  reader  may  ask  us  where  we  got  our 
information.  Wo  can  only  reply,  if  this  was  not  the  "  plan,"  what 
was  it? 

But  the  Indians,  obdurate  pagans,  did  not  pursue,  although 
Captain  Powers  advanced  homeward  most  gallantly.  We  are  sin- 
cerely sorry  they  did  not,  for  we  are  thereby  prevented  from 
recording  a  most  fierce  fight,  wherein  Captain  Peter  and  his 
men  would  have  won  immortal  renown,  and  some  hallowed  spot 
on  ''  the  long  river  of  pines"  would  have  been  as  celebrated  as  the 
mouth  of  Baker  river  or  Lovewell's  pond. 

The  last  we  hear  of  the  war-party  they  are  hurrying  on 
through  the  gap  of  the  caslcni  mountains — the  Oilvcrian*  notch — 
to  their  canoes  waiting  in  the  Asquamchnmauke.  No  doubt  tliey 
reached  homo  in  safuty,  for  wo  never  licuixl  anything  to  tlie  con- 
trary, told  big  stories  of  their  brave  exploits  to  the  day  of  their 
death,  relating  how  tlicy  enjoyed  themselves  killing  moose  and 
deer,  and  eating  the  same,  how  they  saw  tlio  ploiuumt  hinds  idiout 
Moosilauko  and  the  head  waters  of  the  Asquamchunmuke,  and 
how  they  got  well  paid  in  '*  old  tenor"  money  for  these  inqiortaut 
services. 

In  all  probability  the  Grovemor  tliought  this  expedition  would 
aid  materially  in  keeping ofiT the  Indians;  indeed,  much  more  than 

*3aturtiap,  July  6.— Marched  down  tlio  great  river  to  Grout  Coos,  an«l  crosMd 
the  river  below  tlie  great  turn  of  clour  interval,  and  ihere  U/t  the  great  riper,  aud 
iieered  §outh  6y  east  about  three  miles  and  there  camped.—  Towera'  litKt.  of  Coo«,  SI. 

Powers  says  he  knows  no  more  of  the  homeward  march.  The  Journal  ceases 
at  the  point  where  he  left  the  river.  ~I>o.  as. 
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the  two  forts  which  were  to  have  stood  on  the  Coos  intervals,  or 
the  four  hundred  armed  men  who  were  to  have  held  them,  or  than 
even  the  two  score  of  moss-troopers  at  Contoocook  and  Stevens- 
town.  But  how  great  must  have  been  Ids  surprise  at  the  shock- 
ing deeds  committed  by  the  Arosagunticook  braves  in  a  very  few 
days  after  Captiiin  Powers'  gallant  change  of  base,  as  will  bo 
truthfully  set  forth  in  this  brief  history  of  Indian  wars,  in  which 
the  armies  marched  and  countermarched  through  our  much  loved 
tcn*itory  of  Warren. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

OF  A  (GALLANT  KXl*IX)IT  ON  TIIK  NKW  UAMPSIIIKK  KllONTIKU,  OK  AN 
KXCITED  CAHP  ON  TUB  SlIOUB  OP  WACllirAUKA  l*ONUy  WITH 
OTHER  KNTKICTAINING  AND  CURIOUS  HATTER,  VERY  INTEREST- 
ING TO  KNOW. 

Every  child  or  Now  England  has  hoard  of  tho  old  Fronch 

war.  It  had  much  to  do  with  tho  sottlomout  of  our  uiouiitaui 
hamlet,  Warren — almost  as  much  as  the  creation  of  tho  world,  or 
tho  discovery  of  Amoric4i  hy  Chnstophor  Colon.  Tlio  namition  of 
all  its  graat  and  important  events  would  bo  decidedly  foixiign  to 
our  purpose,  and  we  prefer  to  place  ourselves  immediately  in 
medicu  resj  and  only  describe  those  exti*aoi*dinary  occurroncos 
that  served  to  make  tho  Indian  coru-fiolds  and  pumpkin  patches, 
fishing  watera  and  hunting  grounds  under  the  sliadows  of  bald 
Moosilauko,  so  well-known. 

War  was  declared  in  Europe  in  1753.  A  colonial  congress 
met  at  Albany,  New  York,  in  1754,  to  devise  means  of  defonco. 
Canada  roused  the  Indians  to  further  hostilities,  and  tlie  Now 
IIainpshii*e  frontier  bled  again. 

Like  a'wolf  skulking  about  a  8hoo])-r(>ld,  or  a  thief  crawling 
down  chimney  at  night,  thirty  bravo  Indian  fellows,  armed  cui>-u- 
pie,  guns  on  their  shoulders,  scalping-kuives  in  their  belts,  plumes 
in  their  tufted  scalp-locks  waving  like  the  white  feather  of  Murat, 
bright  uniforms  in  tho  shape  of  dirty  brcoch-clouts,  and  moose- 
hide  moccasins,  came  down  for  open  war. 

'Twas  tho  morn  of  August  15th.  Jolly  Pha^bus  had  just 
coolod  liis  hissing  hot  oxlotrees  in  tho  cold  currents  of  tlic  Atlantic, 
and  was  driving  pell-mell  up  the  eastern  sky,  when  tho*  above- 
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inontionod  war  pai*ty  boldly  marched  iiito  a  little  clearing  In 
Stovcnatown.  A  one-story  log  cabin,  with  a  cow  pen  and  pig 
sty  near  by,  stood  on  one  side  of  the  small  field.  Mrs.  Coll,  her 
dauglitcr-in-law,  wife  of  Philip  Call,  and  an  infant  of  the  latter, 
wei-e  therQ.  Mr.  Call,  and  young  Call,  and  Timothy  Cook  wore 
at  work  on  the  otiicr  side  of  the  clearing.* 

The  braves  made  dii*cctly  for  the  house.  Mrs.  Call,  like  a 
Spartan  mother  or  a  Roman  matron,  bravely  met  them  at  tlie  door. 
Without  a  word  tlio  foremost  Tndian  with  a  blow  of  his  toma- 
hawk foiled  her  to  Mio  earth,  and  her  warm  blood  drenched  the 
thrcshhold.  Kickin*^  her  dead  body  aside  they  ruflhcd  into  the 
house.  The  young  woman  ci*ept  into  a  hole  bcliind  the  chimney, 
kept  her  child  quiet,  and  escaped. 

The  father  and  son,  and  Timothy  Cook,  attempted  to  get  into 
the  house  before  the  Indians  but  did  not  succeed.  They  heard  the 
blow  that  knocked  down  Mi*s.  Call,  her  scream  and  death  groan, 
and  the  wild  war  whoop,  and  then,  as  the  savages  rushed  towards 
them  tliey  fled.  Cook,  like  Iloratius  Codes,  leaped  into  the  river; 
but  unlike  that  Heman  swimmer,  did  not  reach  the  opposite  shore. 
The  Indians  shot  him  from  the  bank.  Dragging  him  from  the 
water  they  peeled  olV  his  scalp,  served  Mi*s.  CalPs  head  in  the 
same  manner,  rifled  the  house,  and  then  took  to  the  woods. 

The  Hying  Calls  nolinrd  the  garrison  at  Contoocook,  and  a 
party  of  eight  immediately  went  in  pursuit.  The  Indians  as  yet 
had  taken  no  prisoners,  and  without  these  to  sell  to  the  French 
the  expedition  would  be  unprofltable.  So  one  Indian  got  beside 
a  stump,  another  under  a  windfall,  a  third  behind  a  greenwood 
tree,  and  whole  squads  lay  down  beneath  thick  clumps  of  bushes 
or  the  deep  green  branches  of  the  fir  copse.  In  otiior  words,  they 
made  a  it^gular  ambuscade. 

But  somehow  the  keen-eyed  settlers  discovered  them  at  a  dis- 
tance, thanks  to  their  good  fortune,  and  itm  away  as  fast  as  (hey 
could,  with  the  Indians  in  full  pursuit.  But  one  Enos  Bishop, 
who  was  not  very  nimble-footed,  had  the  ill  luck  to  be  captured. 
The  rest  of  the  party  escaped.  The  captured  man  was  then  com- 
pelled to  go  with  the  enemy,  and  was  that  day  marched  a  long 
way  towards  the  captive^s  happy  land,  Canada. 

*  PoUur's  Jiist  of  Mniichctftor,  2U1. 
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Now  it  chanced  that  one  Samuel  Scribner  and  one  John  Bar- 
ker— we  won't  accuse  them  of  laziness — had  left  their  haying 
and  clearing,  and  were  looking  after  beaver  meadows  near  New- 
found lake.  It  was  a  hot  afternoon  and  tliey  were  sitting  in  the 
shade  of  a  wido-spi*eading  maple,  by  the  shora  of  the  bright,  spark- 
ling water,  when  the  Indians  suddenly  came  upon  them.  They 
woro  so  completely  taken  by  surprise  that  resistance  or  escape  was 
iiopoloss,  and  much  against  tlicir  iucliiiutiou  they  were  coniiiellcd 
to  leave  tlic  crystal  sheen,  low  set  among  Uic  dark  brown  hills, 
and  gnicc  tlio  captora'  tmin. 

Tradition  has  it  Uiat  tlie  war  party  feared  pursuit,  and  hurried 
rapidly  forward  by  the  shortest  route.*  The  second  night  they 
halted  by  a  little  lake  called  in  the  Indian  tongue,  as  we  have  be- 
fore said,  Wachipanka,t  but  by  modem  civilians.  Header  pond. 
They  built  their  camp  and  kindled  their  fire  on  the  rocky  beach. 
On  the  opposite  shore  a  pi'ccipltous  peak  sliot  a  thousand  feet  into 
the  clear  blue  sky.  During  the  evening  hours  the  stars  glimmered 
on  the  cool  night-air,  the  full  moon  shone  brightly  on  the  dark 
water,  and  its  rays  glinted  from  the  granite  mountain.  At  mid- 
night a  black  cloud  spi*ead  across  the  sky,  darkness  grew  grimmer, 
and  a  thick  fog  fVom  the  Connecticut,  that  had  crept  up  tlie  goi'ge 
of  the  Ollvcrian,  settling  dank  and  heavy  on  tlie  cniggy  uiountiun 
brow,  made  the  night  still  more  black.  At  this  moment  John 
Barker  rose  silently  among  the  sleeping  Indians,  glided  over  tlieui 
like  a  pale  ghost,  unbound  Bishop,  and  gently  endeavorad  to  wake 
him.  Just  then  a  wolf  howloil  on  the  mountain  top,  a  groat  owl 
in  a  lofty  hemlock  answered  bm;k  the  wild  cry,  and  a  sudden  gust 
of  wind  whirled  a  shower  of  sparks  into  the  dark  shadows  of  the 
woods.  An  Indian,  dreaming  perhaps  of  the  land  of  shades,  was 
startled.  He  caught  sight  of  the  dim  form  of  Barker  bending 
over  his  companions.  Leaping  to  his  feet  he  uttered  the  war 
whoop.  Across  the  lake  the  echo-god  returned  the  wild  battle- 
shout,  and  every  brave  sprang  for  his  musket  and  his  tomahi^wk. 
Barker  was  seized  and  doubly  bound,  the  other  captives  were 
made  mora  secure,  and  thereby  a  second  Mi's.  Duston  tragedy  was 

■I  ■Mi»i  ■!»■  ■         ■■■  ■  I  y  I     ^    -  -  ■   I  .^»—       ■■■  ■■■  ■■■■■  I  »ii^i»^ 

*Tho  Indians  had  a  route  by  the  lake,  north,  and  they  knew  the  BbortCttt  iiatiiB 
Ofl  well  as  tiio  white  men. 

Acteou  oiteu  told  this  story. 

t  Wochipauka  is  IVom  Wailchu,  mountain,  Sii>oa,  still  water,  and  aake. 
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pravoiited.  There  was  no  more  sleep  in  the  Indian  camp  that 
nighty  and  at  the  earliest  dawn  they  were  threading  their  way 
down  the  wild,  roaring  Oliverian,  to  the  Connecticut. 

In  thirteen  days  they  arrived  at  St.  Francis  village.  Bishop 
and  his  good  friends  rejoiced,  for  they  wci*e  leg-weary,  foot-soro, 
and  half-starved.  Whore  Bishop  was  placed  is  not  told,  but  Scrib- 
ner  was  sold  to  a  Frenchman  at  Chaniblay,  and  the  valiant  Barker 
to  a  jolly  man  of  the  same  race,  who  lived  near  the  Indian  village. 

Enos  Bishop  practiced  with  his  heels  that  year,  and  one  night 
i*an  away,  as  any  other  whifo  man  would  have  done  under  similar 
circumstances.*  But  he  had  a  hard  time  of  it.  Alter  failing  for 
cigiiU^on  clays  through  the  wildnrnoss,  suffering  intensely  fixun 
fatigue  and  hunger,  ho  i*eaclicd  Number  Four,  from  whence  ho 
returned  to  liis  family  at  Contoocook.  Barker  and  Scribner  were 
shortly  after  redeemed. 

Precisely  in  the  same  manner  as  when  Meloon  and  his  family 
were  captured,  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier  were  all  ternbl}' 
frightened.  Andrew  McClary,  of  Epsom,  a  descendant  of  the 
Scotch  covenanters,  was  deputed  Mercury.  Like  the  swift  son 
of  MaisB,  with  winged  feet  he  Hew  to  Portsmouth  and  narrated 
to  the  Honorable  Governor  and  the  worthy  council  the  sad  deatlis 
of  Mrs.  Call  and  Timothy  Cook,  the  probable  capture  of  the 
missing  men,  and  the  great  fight  of  the  renowned  eight,  who  went 
out  to  see  the  Iiulians,  while  (uily  seven  returned,  and  that  every 
family  on  the  frontier,  to  the  number  of  eight  all  told,  had  left 
their  fields,  corn,  hay,  flocks,  herds,  and  homes,  and  had  come 
down  to  the  lower  towns. 

His  Excellency  was  astounded.  The  council  looked  aghast. 
But  they  proved  themselves  ecjual  to  the  groat  emergency.  The 
trunii>et  was  not  innncdiately  sounded,  but  the  decree  went  forth. 

♦Kxtnwt  of  a  k-Ucr  fnun  mi  ofllcor  in  CIi:irIoBt<m,  otiicrwiso  cnUcd  Number 
Four,  in  the  |irovln«rc  of  New  IIiunpHlnir,  tinted  Urtoher  4tli,  nati: 

"This  (Iny  arrived  licra  one  Kiiocli  Hyshop,  an  Kiiglinh  cnptivo  Trom  Cnimdat 
who  WAS  tfiken  Trom  Contoocook  nhont  two  yeai*H  ninco.  Jle  loll  Cana<la  twontv-fiix 
days  af(o,  in  romnnny  witli  two  otiier  Kuf^iiAli  captives,  vix:  William  JIair,  entered 
into  (Jeneml  Siiirlcy's  i-e;:(inient,  and  taken  at  Opeweco,  (tiie  otiier  name  unknown). 
Tlioy  came  away  From  Canada,  witliont  jfunH,  iiatciiet  or  lire-works,  and  no  more 
titan  tliree  loaves  or  bread  nn«l  four  pounds  of  pork.  As  tliey  snfl'ered  murli  for 
want  or  iintvisionM,  Idx  conipanionH  worn  not  able  tolravei  any  rnrtiier  tlinu  a  iittie 
on  thin  siile  ol  Cowans,  wiiere  lie  was  oblipriMl  to  leave  tliein  last  Lord's  day,  with- 
out any  Hii«tenanr.r  luiL  a  lew  benieM.  Six  men  were  this  evening  sent  out  to  look 
Tor  the'ni,  Init  it  is  to  lie  leai-ed  that  tiicy  poriHiied  in  the  wlitlerneHS."— [Cojiiud  H'tiui 
the  New  York  Mercury  of  October  25th,  17riO,  in  tiio  library  of  tlio  N.  Y.  Jiist.  Soc., 
by  Juiui  l^ibbcy]. 
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But  that  they  might  show  themselves  men  of  deliberation  and  firm- 
ness, they  caused  said  decree  to  be  entered  on  the  council  minutes 
as  follows:  ''  WhereaSf  That  the  settlers  might  be  cuconragod 
to  return  to  their  habitations  and  secure  their  cattle  and  harvests, 
and  to  encourage  other  fh>ntier8  in  that  quarter,  His  Kzcellency 
be  desired  to  give  immediate  orders  for  enlisting  or  impressing 
such  a  number  of  men  as  he  may  think  proper,  and  di6i)oso  of  Uie 
same." 

Governor  Wontworth  acted.  A  detachment  of  Oapt.  Odlln's 
troop  of  twenty  horse,  with  an  officer  in  command,  also  a  like 
detachment  of  Capt.  Stevens'  troop,  were  oixlercd  to  Stevcustowu 
to  guard  the  inhabitants  on  the  fh>ntier. 

But  Governor  Wentworth  was  no  fool.  The  idea  did  creep 
into  his  head  that  a  few  foot  soldiers,  fitted  out  in  tlie  Indian  stylo, 
would  be  about  as  cflective  in  fighting  the  painted  i-od-skins  as 
good  cavalry  troopc^.  Wlici'ouix)u  ho  immediately  Issucil  a  Air- 
ther  order  to  Colonel  Joseph  Blanchai*d,  tliat  he  forthwith  enlist 
and  impress  fifty,  or  more  men,  if  ho  tliought  that  number  insuffi- 
cient, that  he  put  them  under  an  able  and  bravo  officer,  one  in 
whom  he  could  confide,  and  order  them  to  march  immediately  to 
Contoocook  and  Stevonstown.  Tlicn  he  added — and  may  bo  Uie 
fVamers  of  the  great  constitution  of  tho  United  States  copicil  this 
illustrious  example  when  they  iuseiled  tlie  clause  wheroby  Con- 
gress should  vote  supplies  for  the  army, — ''I  have  conveiie<l  the 
General  Assembly.  It  will  vote  pay  and  supplies.  Tho  soldiers 
shall  not  want." 

Colonel  Blanclmrd  was  a  brave  officer.  He  immodialoly  i>cr- 
formod  his  duty.  Our  brave  Captain  John  Goife,  of  Amoskeag, 
marched  to  the  scene  of  action.  He  behaved  valiantly.  For 
many  a  hot  summer  day  he  scouted  through  all  tlie  wild  border, 
far  up  the  Merrimack  towards  our  beloved  land,  but  not  an  Indian 
did  he  encounter. 

And  here  a  gi*cat  historian,  a  lover  of  that  race  whose  council 
fires  have  gone  out,  whose  war  songs  aro  no  longer  heard,  whoso 
name  only  is  chronicled  by  their  dcstroyora,  exclaims  with  much 
dignity  and  self-congmtulatiou,  that ''  the  promptness  of  Governor 
Wentworth  in  this  emergency,  and  the  cflective  force  detailed, 
preseiTcd  tlie  inhabitants  of  the  Merrimack  valley  from  any  Airther 
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molostation/'  when  in  fact  tlicro  was  not  an  Indian  within  a 
Imndrccl  miles  of  tlic  place,  and  there  did  not  choose  to  be.  They 
liad  accomplished  (heir  purpose,  and  laughing  in  their  moccasins, 
witli  dangling  scalp  locks  and  groaning  captives  they  hod  gone  to 
Canada. 

Men  frequently  buy  a  ])adlock  for  the  stable  door  afLcr  the 
liorse  is  stolen.  So  New  Hampshire  aiforded  protection  after  tlio 
blow  was  struck. 

Ihit  if  (governor  AVentworth  did  protect  thcMciTimack  valley 
he  did  not  the  Connecticut,  and  he  would  have  displayed  his 
imnn))(no8P  l4>  boMcr  advanlnf^e  ir  ho  had  also  sent  a ''scout"  to 
the  latter  place  for  a  ''preventive,'*  as  wc  shall  innnediately  pro- 
ceed to  show. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

AOOOUMT  OF  THE  MANNER  TIIE  BRAVE  AR08AGUNTI000KS  OV  ST. 
FRANCIS  PASSED  CAPTAIN  GOFFK;  THE  CA1*TUUE  OF  TIIE  JOHN- 
SON FAMILT,  WITH  OTHER  INCIDENTS  NO  DOUBT  VERY  INTER- 
S8TINO  TO  THE  PARTIOUPANTS ;  TOGETHER  WITH  THE  FIRST 
CAMPAIGN  OF  THE  OLD  FRENCH  WAR. 

The  St.  Francis  Indians,  the  great  nation  of  the  Arosa- 
gunticookSy  were  cannhig  inou.  Whctlior,  like  tlio  Simrtiui  youth, 
their  nnderstanding  was  cultivated  in  order  tlmt  tlicy  iniglit  suo- 
cossfhlly  practice  cnill,  slirowduoss,  niul  houonilih)  dcrxsptioii  in 
war  is  not  recoixled,  but  we  ratlier  suspect  it  was.  Like  tlio  Spur- 
tans  also  they  had  a  terse  brevity  in  their  siieech  that  might  well 
be  tenned  laconic.  But,  unlike  Uie  Spartans,  they  were  fond  of 
rough  romance  and  poetry.  There  is  no  doubt  of  this.  Many  a 
wild  legend  could  their  medicine  man  i*ccouiit;  many  a  plaintive 
air  did  the  Indian  lover  sing,  as  with  palpitating  heart  he  wood  his 
dusky  mote ;  and  they  always  went  forth  to  battle  with  the  war- 
song  pealing  high.  But  the  modest  souls  would  never  sing  when 
they  came  near  the  enemy. 

Captain  QofCo  scouted  up  the  Merrimack.  He  paddled  his 
canoe  in  the  bright  Pemigewassctt  and  turned  Us  prow  up  the 
Asquamchumauke.  He  snutTed  tlie  winds  laden  with  foi^est  sweets, 
as  over  bending  woods  and  i-ustling  leaves  they  came  frolicking 
on  their  way  fh)m  the  Haystacks,  And  on  the  very  morn  of  the 
day  of  his  return,  when  Aurora  stepped  blushing  like  a  modest 
damsel  into  the  eastern  sky,  and  the  sunbeams  were  kindling  in 
purple  and  gold  on  Moosilauke's  bald  crest,  about  thirty  mighty 
savages  were  over  the  highlands  in  the  Connecticut  valley,  and 
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Alroocly  wore  hurrying  down  "the  long  rivor  of  pines."  Two 
days  afterwards,  August  29th,  they  were  at  Number  Four.  Downy 
couches  on  the  bosom  of  mother  earth  did  not  woo  their  slumbers 
long.  They  were  early  risers.  They  leaped  over  the  hedge  on  the 
border  of  the  woods  beforo  a  white  man  was  stirring  or  a  blue 
smoke  curling  fi-om  a  cabin  chimney.  But  a  white  family  did  stir 
quickly  in  James  Johnson's  house  two  minutes  afterwards.  John- 
son, wife,  three  children,  and  Miriam  Williard,  Mrs.  Johnson's 
sister,  together  with  Peter  Larabee  and  Ebenezer  Farnsworth, 
who  were  lodging  there  that  night,  with  all  the  household  provis- 
ions and  furniture  to  which  the  "  war-hawks"  took  a  fancy,  consti- 
tuted the  spolia  optima.  These  captives  and  tlils  plunder  were 
about  as  much  as  the  war  party  could  conveniently  manage,  and 
so  they  concluded  to  instantly  decamp.  As  their  appearance  had 
been  sudden,  their  disappearance  was  more  so.  Not  a  white  set- 
tler knew  of  the  dire  catastrophe  for  a  long  time  afterwards. 

But  the  spoils  were  cumbersome,  the  children  were  young, 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  in  a  very  critical  condition,  so  they  did  not 
travel  very  far  that  day.  On  the  morrow,  in  the  deep  wilderness, 
fllleeu  miles  from  her  home,  Mrs.  Johnson  gave  birth  to  a  daugh- 
ter. The  sailor  boy,  born  on  the  deep  blue  sea,  has  Neptune  beat- 
ing time  with  foamy  trident  to  his  own  deep  basso  of  thanksgiving 
and  praise  at  tlie  christening,  so  that  ever  after  the  boy  loves 
the  crested  waves  and  the  music  of  the  winds  piping  in  the 
shrouds.  80  Cores,  the  earth  mother,  assisted  at  the  birth  of  the 
forest  child,  and  all  tlie  sylvan  nymphs  danced  for  Joy,  as  they 
crowned  the  little  cherub  with  garlands  of  wild-flowers,  kissed 
dimples  into  her  rosy  cheeks  and  covered  with  nectar  her  glowing 
lips. 

The  mother  called  the  daughter  '<  CArrrvE."  But  whether  in 
afUsr  life  she  loved  the  wild  woods,  its  cool  dells  and  shaded  grot- 
tos, its  deep  green  foliage,  its  singing  birds,  its  wild  wind  sighing 
through  the  bmnchos,  or  its  deep  and  awful  roar  in  the  storm — 
like  the  voice  of  the  distant  ocean — we  cannot  say.  All  we  do 
know  of  her  furtlier  is  that  she  lived  to  be  married  like  oUier 
women,  and  found  a  kind  husband  in  one  6eoi*ge  Kimball.  He 
was  a  colonel  of  foot-soldiers,  but  whether  serving  in  the  militia 
or  in  Uie  wars  we  were  never  informed. 
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The  Indiaus  may  be  called  cruel  savages  for  carrying  off  this 
family  and  plundciing  their  dwelling;  but  tliis  time  they  can 
not  be  called  human  butchers.  As  our  readers  must  already  know, 
they  did  not  dash  out  little  Captive's  brains  against  the  nearest 
tree;  on  the  contrary^  they  kindly  cared  for  her,  waited  a  wholo 
day  for  Mrs.  Johnson,  carried  the  unfortunate  mother  on  a  litter, 
and  afterwards  it  is  said,  though  we  somewhat  doubt  it,  ftimishcd 
her  with  a  horse.  Like  a  man  who  would  keep  liis  ox  well,  or 
like  the  master  who  would  have  fUt  sleek  slaves,  this  was  not  all 
done  out  of  pure  kindness  of  heart.  On  reaching  Canada  the  In- 
diaus sold  all  tlio  big  captives — and  little  Captive  also — to  the 
French  for  a  good  round  sum.  But  an  early  historian  of  this  sad 
tale  says  that  they  met  with  gi*cat  difficulties  and  experienced 
great  suffering  at  the  hands  of  these  polite  descendants  of  the 
noble  Fninks.  After  two  long  yeara,  Mrs.  Johnson,  her  sister, 
and  two  daughters  returned  home.  Whei*e  went  Larabee  and 
Farnsworth  is  not  recorded.  Mi*.  Johnson  did  not  behave  in  a 
manner  satisfactory  to  the  hospitable  sons  of  Gaul,  and  so  for 
throe  years  he  was  kindly  suffered  to  pine  in  a  Canadian  prison. 
At  the  end  of  that  time  ho  with  his  sou  had  the  good  fortune  to 
return  to  Number  Four  by  way  of  Boston. 

But  the  eldest  daughter  had  a  diffcront  fate.  Like  many 
another  giddy  damsel,  she  became  deeply  enamored  of  the  things 
of  the  new  country.  8he  became  either  so  exceedingly  wise  or 
foolish,  we  can  hardly  tell  which,  that  she  fell  in  love  with  a 
shaved  head,  a  straight  gown,  a  white  veil,  a  stHng  of  beads,  a 
Latin  prayer-book,  and  a  chapel  bell,  and  in  a  nunnery  concluded 
to  spend  a  portion  ofhcr  days  in  tlieonjoynientof  **  those  religions 
festivities  in  which  some  priests,  certain  shaking  quaker  elders, 
and  not  a  lew  ministers,  so  nmcli  delight. "* 

If  a  messenger  went  to  Portsmouth  to  tell  of  this  hostile 
inroad  of  the  enemy,  we  are  not  inlbrnied  of  the  fact.  At  any 
mte  no  particular  notice  was  taken  of  it.  Settlers  in  the  Connec- 
ticut valley  might  take  care  of  IhcniKclvcs  or  look  to  Massoclinsctts 
for  aid.  Now  Hampshire  could  not  now  attend  to  them.  The 
times  were  iiregnunt  with  great  events.      Even  the  shrieking 

*Thus  wrote  certain  historians  long  ago;  but  it  must  be  remembered  that  they 
bated  all  religions  cxcMspt  tlioir  o)yn, 
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aiitufnii  blast  portoiidod  liorrid  war.  Mars,  hot  and  fioroo,  leaped 
across  the  Atlantic  on  an  angry  visit  to  the  Now  World.  All  the 
^rotlfl  bncklod  on  Micir  armor  and  put  thoniRolvos  in  battle  array. 
The  mighty  deep  was  lashed  in  Airy,  as  hostile  fleets  swept  over 
it;  the  pent-up  fires  in  the  earth  beneath  blazed  anew  under  the 
tramp  of  hostile  squadrons,  and  the  awAil  bolts  of  Jove  thundered 
at  mid-winter  in  the  heavens. 

Three  arinies,  such  as  the  western  world  had  never  before 
scon,  were  put  in  rapid  motion.  General  Draddock,  accompanied 
by  Washington,  penetrated  the  southern  wilderness.  Ills  destina- 
tion was  Fort  Dn  Quesne,  on  the  Ohio  river.  But  he  never 
i*eached  it.  He  perished,  with  three-fourths  of  his  gallant  soldiera, 
in  the  dark  forests  of  the  AUeghanies.  Groverner  Shirley  led  a 
second  army  against  Fort  Niagara.  With  his  cannon  he  was  to 
batter  down  its  strong  walls.  But  their  roar  never  mingled  with 
the  thunder  of  the  mighty  cataract  near  which  stood  the  fortress. 
The  exi>odition  was  a  failure.  General  Johnston  led  a  thii*d  force 
against  Fort  Edward.  And  here  fortune  favored  the  hero.  New 
Hampshire  furnished  a  regiment  for  hi^  army,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Blanchard,  of  l)un8t4iblo,  now  Nashua. 

How  they  i^endezvoused  at  Stevenstown,  and  marched  and 
countermarched  tlirongh  our  beloved  Femigewassctt  country,  up 
the  Asquamchumauke,  and  across  the  land  now  called  Warren 
and  so  to  the  Coos  country,  we  shall  endeavor  most  faiUifully  to 
narrate. 


CHAPTER  X. 

TIIBATINO  OP  THR  ASSEMBLIKO  OP  THK  RRGIMENT  AND  TUB  BUILD- 
INU  OP  TUB  LOO  POllTUKSS  AT  COOS,  WITII  OTIIKU  IMTBUBSTINU 
ADVBNTURBS  IN  TIIE  COUNTRY  ABOUT  LA  KB  CIIAMPLAIN. 

The  call  to  aims  was  sonndod.  Mars'  inessongoro  wont 
forth  and  New  Hampshire  was  qnick  to  respond.  Tn  the  stylo  of 
tho  old  Scotch  poets  it  is  related  how  A*oin  StrawbeiTy  Bank, 
Boar's  Head,  and  Dover  Neck,  came  a  company  of  hardy  siilp 
bnildcrSy  cod  fishers,  and  fhr  titidors, — men  nsed  to  hard  knocks, 
to  ocean's  battling  storms,  and  cnuning  wiles  of  Indians.  From 
Sqnamscott's  winding  valley,  Newichannock's  bright  stream, 
and  Pautnckaway's  deep  indented  shores,  came  a  company  of  stal- 
wart farmers,  fhll  fifty  strong.  From  Massabosic's  bine  waves, 
the  twin  Uncanoonncks,  and  the  falls  of  Amoskeag,  came  FVaziers, 
McKcnzies,  Campbells,  and  Grants,  Scotia's  descendants,  amount- 
ing to  two  full  companies.  The  latter  were  potato-planting  men, 
linen  spinnera, — besides  numerous  shad,  eel,  and  salmon  fishers  — 
all  good  tough  fellows,  used  to  shillalah  fights,  and  not  a  few  had 
taken  many  a  bout  in  the  woods  after  the  Indians.  From  Uio 
pebbly-bottomed  Nashua,  the  cloud-capped  Monadnock,  and  tho 
frontier  alM>ut  bristling  Kcarsarge,  came  fanners,  huntei's,  trai>- 
pers,  and  wild  borderers.  Captain  GofTe  and  Captain  Moore,  both 
brave  Derryfielders,  men  who  never  quailed  beneath  the  Indian's 
eagle  eye  (to  put  it  gmndly),  and  who  loved  the  music  of  tho 
whirring  tomahawk  and  the  singing  shot,  each  commanded  a 
company. 

Captain  Robert  Rogers,  of  Starkstown,  now  Dunbarton,  whom 
the  war-cry  of  a  thousand  braves  could  not  move  a  hair,  marched 
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At  the  head  of  seventy  Jolly  bmisera,  wlio  were  accnstiOined  to  fish 
at  Amoskoag  falls.  Nonh  Johnson  was- one  of  his  lieutenants  and 
John  Stark  was  the  oilier.  The  latter  was  now  along,  lank  young 
man,  with  a  frame  not  encased  in  a  coat  of  mail,  but  in  iron  muscle, 
with  a  physique  which  could  endure  without  a  moment's  sleep  a 
march  of  a  hundred  long  miios  through  the  snow  when  four  feet 
deep.  With  those  lieutenants,  Rogers  had  the  bravest  company  of 
tlie  old  Fi*ench  war.  They  were  known  as  the  "Rangers."  They 
carried  but  little  baggage  and  were  lightly  armed;  and  as  the 
French  employed  the  Indians,  so  were  these  employed  by  the  Eng- 
lish to  scour  the  woods,  to  waylay  the  enemy,  or  to  obtain  supplies. 

As  Xerxes  rendezvoused  at  Capodocian  Critella,  or  the  Greeks 
of  Cyrus  the  Younger  at  Sardis,  so  all  these  great  companies,  fully 
equipped,  with  knapsacks  on  their  backs,  canteens  and  haversacks 
at  their  sides,  and  old  queen's  arms  on  their  shoulders,  debouched 
fh>m  the  deep  wilderness  upon  the  broad  Merrimack  intervals  at 
Bakerstown,  alias  Stovenstown,  now  Franklin,  N.  11.  Colonel 
Jllanchard,  of  Dunstable,  as  wo  liavo  bcfoi*e  stated,  was  the  great 
general isslino  or  coininandcr-iii-cliicf. 

There  was  a  log  forti*ess  in  the  centre  of  tlie  black  stump 
clearing  at  Stovenstown.  The  said  clearing  was  afterwards  a  fine 
field,  owned  by  Iho  lion.  Daniel  Wobstor.  Around  the  abovc- 
nientioiiod  fortress  Colonol  Hlnnchard  mustered  his  regiment, 
while  all  day  long  was  heard  the  din  of  preparation,  as  the 
sappers  and  miners  and  artisans  were  engaged  in  building  ba- 
teaux on  the  river  bank.  With  these  they  were  going  to  transport 
their  baggage  along  the  navigable  waters. 

Governor  Wcntworth,  as  we  have  before  shown,  was  an  ex- 
ceedingly learned  man  in  the  arts  of  war.  He  had  sent  good 
cavalry  soldiei's,  jolly  moss-troopers,  to  scout  through  the  wind- 
falls and  tangled  thickets,  llo  was  also  a  man  of  taste*  and  fond 
of  artistic  beauty.  This  was  very  commendable,  and  he  exhibited 
it  by  building  for  himself  a  beautiflil  rustic  residence  on  tlie  shore 
of  Tjake  Winnepisseogee,  fVom  the  silver  surface  of  which  as  he 
glided  along  in  his  sailboat  he  could  see  the  gnged  liackinatAck 
niounlainH  in  Mio  grout  wild  north,  llo  now  showed  himself  a 
greater  geographer  than  Ptolemy  or  Christophor  Columbus  hiin- 
w»Jf,  lor  he  verily  believed  that  Albany,  the  place  to  which  he  was 
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to  send  the  regiment,  lay  in  tlie  path  of  a  direct  line  drawn  fh>m 
Stevenstowu  to  the  noi*th  pole.  Besides,  all  his  council  and  con- 
fidential advisers  believed  the  same.  So  the  order  was  issaed  to 
Colonel  Blaachai*dy  and  that  gallant  officer  in  tarn  conunanded 
Captain  Rogers  to  procepd  with  his  rangers  due  north  one  degree 
west  to  the  upper  Coos  meadows,  and  there  construct  a  fort  for 
the  accommodation  of  the  little  army  when  it  should  follow. 

The  rangers  loft  the  old  garrison  house  in  the  l)efore-mentioned 
field  and  followed  the  trail  up  the  Merrimack.  With  their  trusty 
queen's  arms  on  their  shouldei*Sy  their  hunting  knives  in  tlioir 
l>clt8,  their  wolf-skin  ciips,  their  bright  red  shirts,  liuttono«l  cIoko 
about  their  tliroats,  their  short  sheep's-gray  frocks  tucked  wiUiiu 
their  moose  hide  or  shec|>-skin  pants,  and  with  ixml  Tiulian  moc- 
casins on  their  feet,  the  rangers  presented  even  a  more  picturesque 
appearance  than  their  paintetl  foe,  wiUi  tufted  sca1i)-locks,  dirty 
breech  clouts,  and  long-haii*ed  leggins. 

They  pushed  up  the  Asquamchumauke,  camped  one  night  ou 
the  shore  of  the  cold  mountain  lake,  Wachipauka,  under  the  shadow 
of  pi*ecipitous  Webster  Slide,  and  in  six  days  reached  the  upper 
meadows.  They  built  the  fort  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Connecti- 
cut, Just  below  the  mouth  of  the  upi>er  Ammonoosnc  river,  in  the 
prascut  town  of  Northumberland.  It  was  constructed  of  huge 
logs  from  the  dense  wilderness  and  the  summer  winds  now  sighed 
through  the  thick  leaved  trees  and  anon  moaned  around  the  pick- 
etted  palisades  of  the  wooden  fortress. 

After  they  luul  coiupletod  the  work  of  coui*80  thci*e  nuist  be  a 
chiistening.  So  each  ranger  took  a  good  swig  of  old  West  India 
fi-om  his  canteen — thus  iMniriiig  a  lilmtiou  to  the  sylvan  deities. 
Then  an  old  soldier,  mounting  the  topmost  timber,  delivered  him- 
self of  a  short  speech,  Uiis  being  a  part  of  the  ceremony  of 
''naming  the  building,"  as  was  the  old  tinie-out-of-niind  custom, 
in  which  without  doubt  ho  rouiarkod  wluil  a  good  geographer  Uio 
governor  was,  and  ended  by  calling  the  stronghold,  Fort  Weut- 
worth.  Then  tho  orator  descended  from  the  rostrum,  and  tlie 
whole  company  joined  in  tlii*ee  lusty  cheers,  which  awoke  all  tlie 
bats,  owls,  and  similar  drowsy  gods  for  many  a  league  around. 
They  then  sat  down  to  a  bountiful  feast  of  corn  cakes  and  tnah 
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moose  meaty  of  wlilch  last  they  had  taken  care  to  secure  an  ample 
quantity. 

On  the  morrow  a  messenger  came.  His  Excellency  had  dis- 
covered a  slight  miBtako  in  his  reckoning,  lie  had  come  to  the 
snge  conclusion  that  Albany  lay  nearer  a  lino  drawn  due  west 
from  SUwenstown  Uy  China  than  that  to  the  north  polo.  Captain 
lt4)gerR  rccciv(5d  a  dillbrcnt  order.  With  his  rangciTJ  he  Icil  tlio 
ungarrisoncd  ibrt  to  slowly  rot  away  under  the  shadow  of  the 
white  summits  of  Percy  peaks,  and  marched  directly  to  Number 
Four.  From  thence  with  the  rest  of  the  regiment  they  struggled 
through  the  wilderness  over  the  Green  mountains  and  Joined  Gen- 
eral Lyman,  who  connnandcd  the  Now  England  troops. 

In  the  campaigns  about  Lake  George,  Crown  Point,  and  Ticon- 
dero^A,  the  whole  New  Hampshire  regiment,  by  their  endurance 
and  daring,  won  an  enviable  reputation.  But  Rogers — who  soon 
rose  to  the  rank  of  Major — far  exceeded  all  the  rest  with  his  bold 
rangers.  They  fought  like  heroes  every  man,  when  at  the  capitu- 
lation of  Oswego  the  savages  butchcrod  the  captive  English  by 
scores.  They  wore  the  bravest  of  the  brave,  when  at  Fort  William 
Ilenry  the  butchery  of  Oswego  was  re-enacted  with  additional 
scenes  of  horror. 

The  heroes  of  Charles  the  TwollXh  never  won  brighter  renown 
than  the  New  ]lamx)shire  contingent,  when  Kogora  with  only  one 
hundred  and  eighty  of  his  itingers  fell  into  q|i  ambush  of  over 
seven  hundred  French  and  Indians.  At  midwin(4)r,  with  the  mer- 
cury below  zero,  in  a  dense  forest,  and  with  tlie  snow  four  feet 
deep,  they  fought  all  day  long.  The  blood  of  many  a  poor  fellow 
stained  the  crystal  snow,  and  at  night  the  moon  gleamed  on  the 
crimson  crust.  In  the  twilight  Rogers  at  the  head  of  his  few 
comrades  charged  up  the  hill  against  the  line  of  the  enemy,  broke 
it,  and  escaped.  A  mile  away  over  tlie  ndge  they  met  John  Stark 
coming  to  tlieir  relief. 

He  who  fought  at  Trenton,  the  hero  of  Bennington,  left  his 
blanket,  his  provision,  and  his  soldiers  to  protect  Rogers,  and  alone 
pushed  back  on  his  trail  forty  miles  through  the  wilderness  to  Fort 
Edward.  He  reached  it  a  little  past  midnight,  obtained  a  company 
of  soldici*s,  also  handslods  for  the  wounded,  returned  on  his  track, 
and  bui*st  in  upon  Rogers'  camp  at  a  little  past  noon.    John  Stark 
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had  travelled  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  less  tJian  two  days^ 
without  rest  and  without,  a  moment's  sleep. 

But  the  crowning  achieyement  of  the  rangers  was  their  de- 
struction of  tlio  St.  Fmncis  villapro  and  tlicir  retreat  through  tlie 
wildonioss  to  the  meadows  of  Coos,  lying  green  Ijeneatli  tlio 
shadows  of  lofty  Moosilauke.  As  this  was  the  effective  stroke 
that  opened  our  northern  paradise,  Wan^en,  to  the  white  settler, 
we  shall  endeavor  to  fu]thf\i11y  naiTate  all  its  most  interesting 
details.  * 


CIIArXER  XI. 

A  LONG  MARCH  THROUGH  THE  WOODS ;  A  TRRRIBLE  ATTACIC  ON  AN 
INDIAN  village;  A  BLOODT  BUTCHERY — AWFUL  TO  THE  PAR- 
T1CU»ANT8  —  BUT  WITHAL  VERY  PLEASANT  TO  READ  ABOUT. 

Like  Ilobln  noocl's  foi*cflt,  llko  tUo  villngcB  of  the  Norman 
iVccbootoi*8,  or  in  later  times  like  Algiers,  the  rendczvons  of  tlio 
Algeriue  pirates,  numerous  war  parties  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury had  continually  been  dispatched  from  the  little  village  of  St. 
Francis  to  harass  the  English  pioneers.  Located  at  the  confluence 
of  the  St.  Lawrence  and  the  St.  Francis  rivers,  it  was  of  easy 
access.  From  it  they  could  proceed  to  Lake  Champlain  by  the 
rlvpr  Sorrel,  or  ascend  the  iiver  St.  Francis,  ci*oss  the  highlands 
to  the  Connecticut,  and  drop  down  the  latter  stream.  Then,  hang- 
ing like  a  black  cloud  over  the  border  settlements,  they  would 
hurl  their  fury  ui)on  the  dcfencclcKS  inluibitants,  and  fly  back  with 
scalps  and  captives,  to  receive  their  reward  from  the  French.  In 
tlus  manner  they  had  made  the  Pomigewassett  territoi*y  a  danger- 
ous  abiding-place,  and  kept  new  settlers  far  away  from  the  histor- 
ical land  of  Warren. 

A  long  continued  warfare  had  enriched  the  St.  Francis  village, 
and  forty  dwellings,  thrown  together  in  a  disorderly  clump,  pre- 
sented a  strange  contrast  to  the  ancient  Indian  wigwams.  A  small 
Catholic  church  stood  in  the  midst.  In  its  steeple  hung  a  bell 
brought  from  France,  whose  clear  tones  summoned  tlie  villagers 
to  matin  hymns  and  holy  vespers.  Within  its  walls  waxen  can- 
dles shed  their  flickering  light  on  golden  crosses.  Pictures  of 
])atron  saintit  hinig  on  the  dingy  columns.  In  a  niche  behind  the 
altar  stood  a  large  silver  iinsige  of  the  Virgin  Mary,  while  in  tlie 
low  gallery  was  a  small  but  beauti(\il  organ  of  excellent  tone. 
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Their  worship  licre,  as  Lord  Macaulay  has  perhaps  nnjnsUy 
remarked,  was  what  the  Catholic  religion  ever  is  to  tlie  ignorant 
and  suiierstitious — an  a))pcal  to  the  senses  and  the  passions  rather 
than  to  the  nndershinding.  Pictui'es,  Grasses,  gorgeous  altars 
and  images,  cl^^mned  the  eye.  'J'ho  iMiantilnl  stniiuH  o{'  the  organ, 
now  soil  and  delicate  as  tlio  notes  of  an  a*oliun  harp,  now  rushing 
and  wild  as  the  storm  on  tlio  mountains,  anon  deep  and  heavy  as 
the  muttering  of  distant  thunder,  cnmptui'cd  the  car,  while  burn- 
ing incense  in  the  censer  of  the  French  friar  who  officiated,  bis 
mystic  woi*ds  and  chant  accompanying,  and  the  tolling  of  tlio 
concealed  bell,  made  the  Sabbath  worahip  most  impressive,  and 
cast  a  strange  spell  over  the  wild  spints  of  the  savage  braves. 
But  the  very  pious  French  friar  of  St.  Fmncis  had  other  duties 
besides  ministering  to  the  i*cligiou8  wants  of  tlie  red  men.  It  is 
said  that  ho  was  the  modest,  meek,  and  holy  tool  of  the  very  hon- 
est and  peaceable  French  government.  With  his  keen  perception 
of  human  nature,  and  his  "good  Jesuitical  qualities,"  he  was  to 
the  Indians  what  the  legislative  branch  is  in  a  civil  government. 
He  voted  war,  and  stirixid  up  his  devout  church  members  to  fight 
the  English,  while  the  grand  sachem,  a  brave  chief — once  i)erson- 
ated  in  tlie  hei'etofore  mentioned  and  renowned  Acteon — was  the 
executive.  For  he,  like  most  good  Catholics,  implicitly  obeyed 
the  priest  and  led  the  war-parties. 

As  the  conquest  of  Canada  now  ajipcai-cd  quite  pi*obable,  it 
was  thought  good  i>olicy  to  make  ]>cuce  with,  these  Indians.  Ao 
cordingly  tlie  British  commander  sent  Captain  Kennedy  with  a  Hag 
of  truce  to  arrange  a  treaty.  But  they  seemed  Uy  have  forgotten 
how  politely  Captain  Stevens  had  received  them,  and  how  tliey 
had  been  entei*tained  with  sundry  mugs  of  flip,  when  their  own 
flag  of  trilce  was  presented  at  Number  Four.  "With  a  sort  of  Punic 
faith  or  Itomaii  honor,  they  seized  the  gallant  captain  and  made 
him  their  X)risoner. 

This  proceeding  enraged  Geneml  Amhei*st.  Tie  resolved  to 
chastise  them  and  teach  thcin  a  bhort  lesion  in  the  law  of  nations 
that  seemed  to  have  escaped  their  memory.  For  this  puri>ose  ho 
issued,  September  13th,  1759,  the  following  order: 

"Maj.  Kogers:  This  night  join  the  detachment  of  two  hun- 
dred rangera  yestei*day  ordered  out.    Proceed  to  Mississqui  bay. 
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j^rnrch  froni  ihoiico  Miron^h  the  woodn.  Attiick  iho  soltlctncnts  on 
llio  sonili  sido  of  the  St.  Lawrence.  Encctually  (1iR<|^i*iico  mid 
injure  Uie  enemy.  Let  honor  and  rucccss  attend  the  English  arms. 
Ilcnieniber  barbarities  conmiittcd  by  tiic  enemy's  Indian  scoun- 
drals.  Take  deep  i*evcnge — but  spare  the  women  and  children. 
Noitlier  kill  nor  hurt  them.  When  you  have  performed  this  ser- 
vice, join  the  aniiy  again."* 

This  order  was  worthy  of  a  Spartan  Cleomenes  or  Agesilaus, 
and  tlie  way  in  which  it  was  executed  was  equal  to  a  feat  of  old 
Scotch  McLan,  or  the  sally  of  a  horde  of  Tartara  from  tlieir  fastr 
nesscs  on  the  steppes  of  Asia. 

Jtogers  and  his  men  strur.k  camp  that  very  ni^ht.  Eml)arking 
in  bateaux,  for  ten  days  they  kept  directly  down  Lake  Chanixilain. 
The  weather  was  delightful.  The  hardy  rangers  vigorously  plied 
Uicir  oars.  When  the  wind  was  favorable  they  rigged  a  sail  in  the 
prow.  Tlie  stirring  strains  of  a  solitAry  bugle,  echoing  from  the 
indented  shoi-cs  and  dying  away  upon  the  dimpling  waves,  cheered 
them  on.  Night  and  day  Ihcy  kept  on  their  course.  No  sleepy 
Talinarius  fell  from  the  high-pointed  stern.  Each  bark  followed 
that  of  Ilogers,  and  every  man,  trusting  him  as  a  guiding  star, 
foithAilly  discharged  his  duty.  But  as  they  approached  the  outlet 
they  grew  more  cautious.  At  times  they  would  hug  close  to  the 
shoix;,  and  then  again  would  strike  boldly  across  from  hemlland  io 
lieiuUand,  carefully  avoiding  the  French  cruisers  that  liovcred 
about  Uie  foot  of  the  lake. 

At  Mississqui  bay  they  left  their  boats  and  provisions  in  charge 
of  two  trusty  Indians  and  struck  into  the  wilderness.  There  was 
no  road.  They  struggled  through  thickets,  over  fallen  trees,  and 
foixlcd  streams  now  swollen  by  the  autumn  niins.  At  night  of  the 
second  day  the  boat  guard  overtook  them.  Four  hundred  French 
and  Indians  had  ca])turcd  their  bateaux,  and  two  hundred  were 
now  on  their  trail.  This  caused  much  uneasiness.  Their  mission 
was  before  them.  To  abandon  it  would  be  disgrace.  They  must 
cscaiK!  from  the  French  who  were  hanging  upon  their  rear  to  fall 
iilK)n  and  cliastise  the  St.  Francis  Indians.    Like  the  ten  thousand 


•  It  miiHl  We  borne  in  mind  Hint  Hovcial  iMinclnMl  of  the  TronUor  BcUIerB  of  New 
Hnmpfiliirc  liiid  nl  clifTiM-eiit  liniuH  been  killed  by  the  nnvaffeSf  unci  the  pcmilo  or  our 
SlAto  very  nntiirnlly  lintcU  this  St.  FrnnCls  niar.  The  I'liritau  writers  of  that  day 
gave  hini  a  very  poor  choroctor. 
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under  Xenophon  they  most  Hy  before  one  enemy  to  fight  and  con- 
quer another. 

Lieutenant  McMullen  was  dispatched  across  the  country  for 
supplies,  and  then,  as  related  by  an  early  historian,  like  Charles 
XII  dashing  across  the  marshes  of  tlie  Baltic,  the  rangers  hurried 
through  the  forest.  For  nine  days  they  marched  in  a  spruce  bog. 
Many  a  mile  it  was  coverad  a  foot  deep  with  water.  At  tlie  first 
dawn  tliey  would  breakfast,  and  long  before  the  sun  had  chased 
the  shadows  A'om  tlie  woods  wera  fur  on  their  way.  They  scarcely 
halted  for  dinner,  but  ate  as  tliey  marched.  When  the  twilight 
faded  and  the  stai's  came  out,  they  would  stop  and  construct  a  kind 
of  hammock  to  secure  them  Arom  the  water,  and  lay  down  to  sleep 
in  their  pole  and  bough  beds,  racked  by  the  winds  that  sighed  and 
soughed  throngh  the  evergreen  spruces. 

The  fifth  day  Captain  Williams  was  accidentally  bnrnt  with 
gunpowder,  and  returned  with  the  sick  and  hurt.  The  little 
party,  reduced  to  one  hundred  and  forty-two  men,  now  puslied 
on  witli  vigor,  and  in  five  days  came  to  a  river  fifteen  miles  fi'om 
the  8t.  Francis.  It  was  several  rods  in  bi*eadth,  and  flowed  with 
a  strong  swift  current.  A  raft  conld  not  be  pushed  across  it,  and 
the  men  must  struggle  thraugh  by  fonling.  The  tallest  were 
placed  u])  stitsani,  and  holding  by  each  other  that  raiie  of  human 
beings,  writhing  and  swerving  in  the  imshing  torrent,  tolled 
across.  The  remaining  distance  was  good  marching  ground,  and 
on  the  evening  of  the  twenty-second  day,  a  scout  having  climbed 
a  large  hemlock,  discovered  the  chuixh  spire  of  the  village  gleam- 
ing through  the  tree  tops. 

Ilogci*s  writes  in  his  journal  that  he  ordered  the  rangers  to 
encamp  and  refi*esh  themselves,  and  at  eight  o'clock,  taking  witli 
him  two  ofiicers,  he  roconnoitei*ed  the  town.  He  found  the  Indians 
celebrating  a  wedding.  There  was  feasting  on  the  village  green. 
The  old  forost-ai*clied  canopy  i*esoundcd  to  the  mcriy  song.  The 
sprightly  dancers  with  jokes  and  laughter  kept  time  with  nimble 
feet  to  the  wild  music  of  an  Indian  drum,  blending  witli  Uic 
quicker  notes  of  a  half-civilized  violin.  Like  the  exultant  Ti*ojans, 
when  they  had  drawn  the  wooden  horse  within  their  walls,  tliey 
seemed  to  celebrate  tlieir  own  destruction. 

At  two  o'clock  in  the  morning  Itogcra  says  he  rotiirned  to  liis 
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camp,  thttf  lie  foiiiid  it  buried  in  sitiitibcr,  and  tliat  before  wakinpf  bis 
(command  lie  sat  down  a  moment  to  rest.  Tlio  fires  of  tlio  village 
had  gone  out;  the  shouts  of  the  Indian  revellers  had  died  away, 
and  not  a  footfall  disturbed  the  silence.  To  him  the  moment  was 
iiiiprcsKive  and  awful.  He  could  almost  hear  the  solitude  creoi)- 
Ing  down  the  St.  Francis  river,  only  broken  by  the  water  kissing 
the  pebbly  shore,  or  by  the  mournful  howling  of  the  Indian  dog 
n[K>n  the  bank,  sending  his  monotonous  cry  after  the  cloud  shad- 
ows, as  they  ilitted  like  [ihantonis  over  the  starlit  water. 

But  duty  forbade  delay.  Jtousing  his  men  at  three  A.  M.,  ho 
advanced  within  five  hundred  yards  of  the  village.  Ordering  the 
nmgcrs  \o  halt  and  lighten  their  packs,  he  formed  them  for  action. 
In  the  manner  of  true  Indian  warriors  they  wait  for  the  most 
favorable  moment.  The  sIju-h  glimiiior  h^ss  brightly  through  the 
triMis,  and  Ihc^  rosy  dawn  (»f  nioniing  tinges  the  esistern  sky.  it 
wtis  the  time  when  deep  sleep  bound  the  limbs  of  the  tired  Indian 
fastest,  when  Kogers  gave  the  signal,  and  those  hundred  and  forty- 
two  men,  in  three  divisions,  rushed  forward  with  horrid  yells, 
hurled  the  blazing  fire-brands  into  the  dwellings,  and  shot  down 
alike  men,  women,  and  children. 

The  lurid  glare  of  the  blazing  habitations  showed  more  than 
six  hundred  human  scalps,  with  hair  fiuttering  in  the  fire-made 
breeze,  stretched  u[)on  poles — savage  trophies  of  the  border  war. 
The  sight  filled  the  men  with  rngo,  and  they  rushed  with  redoubled 
fury  to  the  slaughter.  Some  of  the  Indians,  leaving  their  dwel- 
liiigH,  lied  to  lh(;  river  and  l(*a])ed  into  their  canoes.  The  rangers 
pui*sued,  sank  their  frail  craft  and  shot  or  drowned  those  endeav- 
oring to  escape.  Others  concealed  themselves  in  the  cellars  and 
loflj*  of  their  dwellings  and  preferred  to  perish  in  the  fiames.  Two 
of  the  strongest  rangers,  IJradh^y  and  l<\irriiigton,  caiilo  to  the 
door  of  the  wigwam  where  the  wedding  had  laken  place.  They 
threw  tlifuiiselves  violently  against  it,  burst  it  from  its  hinges,  and 
Hradloy  fell  headlong  among  Hu^  sleeping  iiimales.  The  Indians 
wen^  lilled  wilh  roiisteniatinn,  but  seizing  (heir  arms  fought  brav(^- 
ly  for  a  few  monien<»<^,  when  the  rangers  inuring  in  overpowered 
and  slew  tliein.*     J?ojrers  av rites  that  the  first  beams  of  the  morii- 


•HiHtoiy  or  ('oiuoiil.  N.  II.,  IU4. 
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iug  8UII  plorccd  iho  miiiglccl  siiioko  uud  fog  that  rolled  slowly  dowu 
the  vnlloy  of  the  St.  Francis;  that  the  spire  of  the  hla/Jii|(  dinrch 
glistened  for  the  hist  thno  in  the  hrighl  sunlight,  Ihcn,  tottering 
for  an  Instant,  fell  with  a  loud  crash,  the  hell  uttering  a  mournful 
l)eal — the  last  sad  i*cquicni  over  the  doomed  village  of  St.  Francis. 

At  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning  the  work  was  done.  Like 
Ilium,  the  Indian  hamlet  smoked  to  the  ground.  Two  hundred 
Indians  lay  half  consumed  in  the  emhers  of  their  dwellings,  or 
stained  the  nohle  river  with  their  hlood.  Of  all  the  inhahitantii 
hut  twenty  women  and  children  were  alive.  Itctaiuiug  live  of 
these  as  guides,  Rogera  suffered  the  remaining  fifteen  to  deiiart.* 

Only  one  of  his  men  had  fallen  and  hut  live  or  six  wero 
wounded.  Five  English  captives  who  liad  hcen  sometime  with 
the  Indians  escaped  during  the  ilght.  They  i*eported  that  three 
hundred  French  and  Indians  had  encamped  the  previous  night 
four  miles  down  Mm  rivrr,  and  were  alivady  moving  hi  Iho  scone 
of  action. 

Uogei»  had  rotrcat4!d  hofore  them  to  fall  lik()  a  thunderlKilt 
upon  the  St.  Francis,  luul  accomplished  his  purpose,  and  with  the 
enemy  moi*e  than  douhle  his  number  still  following  him  like  a 
blood-hound,  must  now  plunge  into  an  unbroken  wilderness. 
Ordering  his  men  to  secure  the  small  quantity  of  corn  which  tlioy 
found  in  three  I'cmaining  outbuildings,  for  thoro  was  no  other 
provision,  ho  began  to  retreat.  As  the  forest  closed  uroniid  the 
rangers,  hiding  the  smoking  ruins  from  their  view,  the  shouts  of 
the  enemy  coming  rapidly  up  quickened  their  Aying  footsteps. 


*  We  have  not  boon  able  to  Icnm  with  r«rlniiity  the  fate  of  the  8t.  ]*Vauci8  IViar. 
It  in  probAblc,  however,  tlint  liu  iiiaile  kihhI  Iuh  ct^caiu'. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

THE  RETUKAT  AND  ITS  II0RU0U8,  THE  CAMP  ON  THE  COOS  INTERVAL 
UNDER  THE  SHADOW  OF  MIOHTY  AIOOSILAUKE,  CONCLUDING 
WlTir  A  llEAUTIFUL  AND  GOLDEN  TRADITION,  THAT  HAS  BEEN 
REPEATED    AROUND    THE    FARMER'S   FIRESIDE   FOR  A  HUNDRED 

I 

YEARS. 

Marshal  JUNOT  defeated  ami  dispersed  the  Turkish 
army  at  Nazaretli,  and  Mount  Tabor  saw  the  Musselmoii  flying 
before  the  gallant  Klcber;.yet  famine  and  the  plague  drove 
Napoleon's  brave  soldiers  from  Pales  tine.  So  the  hardy  rangers, 
who  never  quailed  before  any  human  foe,  now  met  in  the  deep 
forest  an  enemy  more  terrible  than  the  half-blood  Frenchman  or 
the  maddened  savage.  True  it  was  that  three  hundred  of  the  lat- 
ter Ktill  hung  like  ravenous  wolves  upon  their  ti-ail,  joining  addi- 
tional horrors  to  ghostly  famine.  Vet  the  starving  rangers  hurried 
on  through  (he  pathless  woods,  over  rugged  mountains,  with  no 
landmarks  to  guide  them,  while  the  old  forest  roared  and  rocked 
in  the  cold  October  storm.  Nor  did  they  always  advance.  Their 
guides  were  treac^herous.  For  three  days,  as  the  record  reads, 
they  wandered  about  in  an  almost  in(<2rminable  swamp.  The 
fourth  day  they  returned  on  their  retreat  so  much  that  they  struck 
the  trail  of  the  enemy  that  was  following  thcin. 

The  French  and  Indians  were  well  provisioned.  The  rangers 
were  worn  down ;  famine  preyed  upon  their  emaciated  forms,  and 
at  any  moment  they  were  in  danger  of  falling  into  the  deadly  am- 
buscade. There  was  but  one  hoi)e.  The  famishing  party  divided 
itself  into  nine  snnill  companies,  each  with  a  leader.*     It  was 


*  Ro^ci-H  loil  one  off  ho  |i:irLicB;  J^UmiIh.  lMiili|ifi,  Cniiipbell,  CnmUl,  nml  Far* 
HnKfjiii,  Eiirtigii  A v(>ry,  Sfrp^iMiiit  Kvciim,  niid  Uiiiilmr  nnd  Tiinicr,  led  llio  nllicrs. 
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iijp'ced  that  ilio  one  which  should  cncouuicr  iho  enemy  shoiildy  like 
11  forlorn  hope,  fight  till  the  lost  moment,  while  the  othorfi,  wnnicil 
hy  the  contest,  nii|i;ht  e.sciq)e.  IIuvin<;  Bcpuinited,  in  Imlf  iin  hour 
volley  atler  volley  told  that  one  of  the  conipanieH  wiw  Kiicrificin«f 
itself  for  its  compunionH.*  Ilurrylnj^  forward  to  meet  death  in  n 
moi*e  terrible  fonm,  they  left  their  brave  comrades  to  waste  away 
in  the  damp  mosses  of  tlie  swamp. 

Memphremagog  lake,  sparkling  like  a  gem  in  its  forest  setting, 
saw  them  boiling  and  eating  their  powder-horns  and  shot  iM)uches. 
When  these  failed  their  moccasins  furnishcid  another  txnigh  morsel, 
from  which  they  gathered  strength  to  di*ag  on  witli  bleeding  fcict 
through  the  wilderness. 

At  the  end  of  the  eighteenth  day  one  party  struck  the  Con- 
necticut river  at  upper  Coos,  mistaking  it  for  lower  Coos,  liradley, 
he  who  was  so  brave  in  the  fight  at  St.  Fnmciu,  was  among  them, 
lie  was  a  native  of  Coiu;ord.  He  said  if  he  was  in  full  strength 
he  should  be  in  his  father's  house  in  three  days.  He  took  a  |H>int 
of  compass  which  at  lower  Coos  would  have  bit)uglit  him  to  the 
Merrimack,  but  in  fact  led  directly  over  the  White  mountains.  A 
ranger  and  a  mulatto  man  accompanied  him.  The  next  year  a 
])arty  of  hunters  found  in  one  of  the  deep  mountain  gorges  a  man's 
bones;  by  them  wei*e  three  half-burned  brands  piled  together. 
Silver  brooches  and  wampum  lay  scattered  about  —  plunder  from 
the  St.  Francis — while  a  leather  ribbon,  such  as  Bi*adley  wore, 
bound  the  long  black  hair  to  the  whitening  skull.  No  anns  were 
by  him  and  no  signs  of  companions. f 

The  remainder  of  the  company  made  a  hurried  march  down 
the  river,  for  the  current  wjw  too  wild  for  ratts.  AVhei-o  the 
Annnonoosuc,  (toniing  fVoni  I  he  south,  and  seeming  to  lN*at  back 
the  dark  waters  of  the  (Joiniecticnt  as  tlu^v  surge  through  the 
^VNarrovvs,"  Rogers  had  apinnntcul  a  rendezvous.  Here  they  ex- 
pected  to   find   relief.    General  Amherst  had  indeed  dispatched 


*U  wiiH  (III)  itiirly  It'll  by  Kiir^iKii  Avery  wiilrli  wan  ovorUikeii  hy  (lie  ciicui} . 
|{iiHi(lu8  UioH(>  killril,  Ht'Vfii  «>!' lii»  iiifii  Wito  Inkcii  |>ri.soiiui*H,  liiil  two  of  llieiu 
C8cn)KMl.  Liciil.  («eoi'f^o  CuinplicirH  puiiy,  uiul  StM'i^tuiit  I<]veii8*  party  8av(Hl  ilicir 
lives  by  caliiiK  Avcmv'h  iU-uiI  Hii|«rKM-.s/wli<»  liu«l  .sarrilic<;i|  (licitisclvcM  Uiat  ilio 
otiicra  itii;;lit  C8cn^>4'.  ^I'liiH  act  of  KiisIkii  Avery's  men,  yieltliiiK  up  tlieir  livtM  lliut 
tliu  ollicri*  iniKlil  live,  in  one  ol'  Iho  iiiuHt  luible  re<*<>nle(l  in  lu8(<»ry. 

tTrailitioii  han  it  thai  Uratlltty  t»tartei|  wilh  Ivvttor  three  men,  but  lliey  never 
rcaclieil  luniie.  It  in  t«uppoHei|  they  all  p«'riHlu>(|  with  hunger  ami  eobi  amid  llie 
trnowM  of  thu  wililerneHH. — lIlHhiry  nf  ('oneoril,  li)|. 
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fiiRiiUiniiiit  Stcvciifl  with  provipions,  dircciiii^  liini  to  rcniniii  till 
the  ran/iroi-R  arrived,  but  reckless  of  Ids  duty  he  returned  at  tlie 
riid  of  two  dayp,  nirryiii^  ovcrythiiifif  witli  him.  lie  lind  ])ccn 
flfoiio  but  a  short  tiiiio  when  the  llrst  party  came  upon  tlio  intci*val 
and  found  his  >ani|>-liroH  still  burning.  Tlioy  discharged  their 
niiiskct^  to  brinnf  him  back,  lie  hoard  them,  and  thinking  it  wfis 
the  enemy,  hurried  on  the  faster.  Des])airing,  they  eat  their  last 
morsel  of  food,  and  then  laid  down  in  Stevens'  deserted  camp  and 
Hwalt^ed  their  fate. 

That  night  Lieutenant  Philips  brought  in  his  party.  Philips 
wtis  a  half-blood  Indian,  his  mother  luring  a  wild  Mohawk.  The 
Karl  of  London  commissioned  him  lieutenant,  and  throughout 
tlie  whole  seven  years'  war  he  was  a  gallant  leader  of  the  rangers. 
Yet  his  party-  sullcred  terribly.  Day  after  day,  as  the  story  is  told 
by  himself,  they  continued  io  retreat  without  a  morsel  of  food.  As 
they  reeled  through  the  woods  it  seemed  as  if  the  dry  limbs  of  the 
trees  shrieking  in  the  wind  was  the  voice  of  ghoslly  famine  croak- 
ing over  them  like  llie  boding  owl  of  destruction.  "When  their 
emaciated  forms  seemed  just  ready  to  sink  down  they  determined 
io  kill  a  St.  FraJicis  i»risoner  who  was  with  them.  A  draft  of 
human  blood  and  a  feast  of  human  llesh,  or  death — this  was  the 
di*cadful  alternative.  lUit  that  aft-ernoon  they  killed  a  muskrat, 
which  they  divided  amongst  themselves,  iind  human  life  was 
spared.* 

Sergeant  Kvens,  another  leader,  came  in  with  his  comi)any  on 
the  following  morning.  Their  sulferings  if  i)0S8ible  were  even 
more  terrible.  The  sergeant  used  to  tell  how  for  days  and  weeks 
thej'  wandered  through  the  woods.  ]Jirch  bark,  gnawed  with 
ni venous  teeth,  and  roots  dug  with  long  bony  lingers,  only  kept 
away  death.  In  the  cold  swamp,  through  which  they  st^iggered 
delirious,  they  stumbled  upon  the  nnuigled  renmins  of  their  slain 
companions.  vVlmost  every  man,  as  if  he  were  a  ravenous  beast, 
gorged  himself  upon  human  tiesh.  Kvens'  feelings  revolted  and 
he  refused  to  cat.  JUit  his  soldiers  laid  in  a  supply,  and  a  few 
nights  afterwards,  when  the  chills  of  death  seemed  creeping  over 

^IMiilips  iliti  iiol  rciiiMiii  Ioiik  on  lli(>  Coos  InlcM'vailH.  lie  Ifuik  the*  old  liiilhiii 
I  mil  lip  the  Olivcrhiii,  ivarliiMl  Ilic  AstiiiniiicliiiiiiiiiikiMiiHl  Follou'tMl  down  tlit*  river 
Jioiiic  lo  (oiiconl,  N.  II. — lliMiory  at'  ('i»ii«*i»r«l, 'i**). 
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him,  ho  took  a  steak  of  his  comrades'  Aosli  from  the  knapsack  of  a 
sleeping  ranger,  roasted  It  upon  the  coals,  and  years  aflei'wards 
pronounced  if  the  sweetest  moi*sel  lie  ever  tasted." 

Lieutenant  George  Campbell,  who  led  another  company,  said 
that  his  men  suffered  severely.  For  four  days  not  a  particle  of 
food  passed  tlielr  lips.  AVithout  a  guide  and  ignoiiint  of  the  conn- 
try,  they  wandered  they  knew  not  whither,  like  a  ship  m\ron  a 
stormy  ocean,  without  compass  or  star  to  dii*ect.  The  weak  in 
mind  wei*e  driven  mad  by  despair  and  sufforhig;  the  weak  in  body 
laid  down  and  died.  I'^iiting  leather  stnipK  and  the  covers  of  cai"- 
touch  boxes,  tough  food,  did  not  appease  the  dire  hunger  tliat  con- 
sumed them.  At  lenglli  their  ivsourccs  were  all  gone,  and  not  a 
my  of  hope  glounied  through  the  bai-s  of  their  foi-est  pdson. 
Death  had  laid  his  fearful  grasp  upon  them,  and  it  seemed  as  if 
the  last  man  must  perish.  October  28th  but  half  the  party  wore 
alive.  A  few  houi*s  more  and  these  must  die.  But  a  gtiastly 
rolief  came  to  them  when  they  least  exi>ected  it.  A  ranger  cross- 
ing a  stream  slipped  from  a  log.  ills  foot  disturbed  the  leafy  cov- 
ering that  had  fallen  upon  the  Avater  and  ho  caught  sight  of  some 
human  bodies  scalped  and  horribly  mutilated.  The  Airious  hunger 
of  these  famishing  men  knew  no  rostraint;  they  did  not  even  wait 
for  a  fire  with  which  to  prepare  their  ghastly  banquet,  but  ate  like 
beasts  of  prey.  Then,  collecting  carefully  the  remnants,  they 
pursued  their  journey. 

At  this  time  Uogoi*8  also  came  with  his  party.  During  Uie 
whole  rotrcat  ho  hud  shown  liiniKclf  a  hero,  and  now  when  his 
men  wore  perishing  he  constructed  a  rude  rati,  and  Avitli  Captain 
Ogdcn  and  an  Indian  boy  started  (o  lloat  down  to  Number  Four 
and  obtain  supplloK.  The  faniisliing  riing(;r.s  saw  liini  disappear 
around  a  long  sweeping  bend  of  the  river,  and  then  lay  down  to 
wait  ten  days,  at  the  end  of  which  he  had  promised  to  return. 
The  hours  went  slowly  by — a  week  passed — and  those  men  sat  in 
the  smoke  of  their  fires  and  listened  to  the  Avind  sighing  about 
their  camp.  As  their  fornis  grew  more  attenuated,  their  faces 
more  haggard,  and  their  eyes  and  cheeks  moro  sunken,  they  would 
reel  into  the  woods  to  gather  roots  and  bark,  coarse  food  to  keep 
the  last  spark  of  life  from  going  out. 

Across  the  open  meadow  was  a  loAy  mountain,  and  the  early 
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RI10W8  of  autumn  glistoued  in  tho  sunliglit  upou  its  snnirait. 
Old  settlers  tell  the  story  how  two  of  the  raugcra,  one  of  them 
hy  name  llobort  romoroy,  hrnl  hunted  on  tho  strwims  beyond 
that  mountain  in  bygone  days.  With  their  companions  dying 
around  them  and  death  staring  them  in  the  face  they  resolved  to 
cross  it  and  go  home.  One  niglit,  when  the  rest  of  the  band  were 
nsleop,  they  took  front  a  knapsack  a  lininan  lieiul,  cut  olT  pieces, 
ronsUMl  thorn  upon  tho  coals,  satisHod  their  hunger,  and  at  the 
rnrliost  dawn  doparl-od.* 

Ijato  in  (he  afternoon  tliey  were  standing  upon  the  summit  of 
Moosilanke  mountain.  They  stopped  to  rest  and  to  gaze  upon  the 
wildest  scene  that  ever  met  their  eyes.  Mountains  like  mole  hills 
were  scattered  through  the  great  northern  country.  To  the  east, 
l>eak  after  peak  shot  thousands  of  feet  into  the  clear  ether.  Look- 
ing south,  the  mountain  upon  which  they  stood  seemed  the  wild 
head  of  the  deep  wilderness.  Scattered  through  it  were  gleaming 
rivers,  flashing  ponds  and  silver  lakes,  while  at  its  foot,  a  hundi*ed 
miles  distant,  a  bright  line  on  the  horizon  showed  where  tho  blue 
sea  was  dashing.  AVcstward,  range  after  mnge  of  lofty  wooded 
monnfAins  stretched  far  away,  like  the  rolling  billows  of  a  tempest' 
tossed  ocean.  And  then  all  the  forest  for  a  hundred  miles  around 
was  one  glorious  bliize  of  brilliant  colors.  Kvery  autunni  hue  and 
tint  imaginable  shone  resplendent,  as  though  the  hand  of  the 
Divine  Artist  had  woven  together  myriads  of  gorgeous  rainbows 
with  which  to  mantle  this  hitherto  unseen  solitude. 

Half  an  hour  later  they  saw  < he  sun  sink  slowly  down  and 
gild  every  range  of  nionnUuns  wilh  golden  rays  of  glory.  The 
rlonds  I  hat  lay  along  (lie  liori/on  sparkled  in  roseate  tints,  while 
tho  horizon  itself,  appearing  like  a  golden  plain  in  continuation 
of  the  earth,  changed  soon,  first  to  green,  and  then  to  a  cold 
ashen  gray.  As  the  crescent  moon,  at  first  pale  but  with  growing 
brighlness,  together  with  a  single  star  of  large  magnitude,  appeared 
over  the  summits  of  the  snowy  eastern  mountains,  romei*oy,  be- 


•l»nvl«l  ICv«*i»M  Hniil  licit  our  iukIiI,  uhiln  llio  inni  or  IiIh  nnrty  won*  ftPlor|»  in 
liif*  f'niiip.  IiIh  own  ('nivinK><  l'<>i*  I'ooii  wen*  ho  nnHn|>|HM'l:ilii(*  liuil  liv  nuolco  Ironi 
slc<*|»,  an<l  Hi'rin^  a  larpi  l&naprtaclc  liclonffinp;  to  ono  ol  liis  roniradcn,  oi»cnc«l  it  in 
ln)|ieH  to  find  nonicllnnK  to  Hntinfy  iiin  linnKor;  Hint  lie  fuinid  in  it  tiircc  liuninn 
lirmln:  tlint  lie  cat  a  iiiecc  frnni  uno  of  ilicni.  and  broiliMl  anil  ate  it,  while  tlin  men 
ftnnlinnod  to  Klcrp.  Uiit  ho  naif  I  lie  wonlil  sooner  die  of  Intngcr  tlian  do  the  like 
nfrain.  Jle  obKorved  that  when  Iheir  di»trei«iBeK  were  fp-entefit  they  lianlly  deserved 
the  name  oT  hiiniiiu  belnjfH.— Ifistoiy  of  ('oneonl,  MKi. 
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numbed  with  cold,  sank  down  saying  he  must  sleep.*  ITis  com- 
panion tried  to  rouse  liiiu  but  in  vuiuy  and  i'curing  for  liis  own  life 
huiTied  down  the  mountain.  Tlie  wolf  hoAvlcd  in  the  gi*eat  gorge 
tliat  night  and  tlie  wihl  echoes  wera  mused  1)y  the  pantliei^'s  cry. 
Jiut  tlie  mnger  liceded  them  not,  and  wlien  tlie  last  twilight  hail 
faded  from  the  westeioi  sky  he  in  turn  sank  down  exhausted  at  tlic 
foot  of  the  Seven  Cascsides. 

The  legend  Airther  I'ehdcs  in  a  beautiful  nuinner — and  sui*ely 
this  can  be  nothing  but  a  legend — how  the  ranger  seemed  to  ho 
dying;  and  when  the  stars  shone  bright  above  him  and  the  moon 
looked  in  through  the  trees  and  lighted  up  the  white  foam  of  Uio 
cascades,  distant  music  coming  nearer  seemed  to  mingle  with  that 
of  the  water,  and  his  quickened  senses  heard  fairy  harps  joined 
with  fairy  voices,  and  saw  fairy  feet  dancing  i!i  llie  silver  spray. 
Kltin  kings  and  fairy  queens  whirled  in  the  mazy  dance  for  a  mo- 
ment and  wei*e  gone.  And  then  came  a  troop  of  nereids,  with 
long  dishevelled  hair  and  eyes  lustrous  as  the  stars  that  shone 
above  them,  to  bathe  in  the  clear  crystal  fountain.  For  an  Instant 
they  seemed  to  hold  sweet  dalliance  with  the  s])arkling  water  and 
then  floated  away  in  the  thin  mist  that  hung' over  the  groat  wood 
and  turbanned  the  distant  mountain.  Day  8ecuied  breaking,  and 
the  bright  sun  looked  in  from  over  the  eastern  hills  upon  a  ci*owd 
of  mount4un  genii,  who  chanted  their  nuitin  hymns  in  their  wild 
rock-hewn  temples,  and  then  mounted  up  on  viewless  steps  to  oiler 
incense  on  their  rainbow  altar,  golden  in  the  flood  of  rosy  light, 
and  glistening  in  the  diamond  drops  of  the  waterfall. 

As  a  dark  cloud  stole  across  lla;  sky,  veiling  I  he  moon,  the 
scene  changed.  The  shrieks  of  the  dying  Indians  at  St.  Francis, 
the  mournful  peal  of  the  chapel  bell,  the  retreat,  the  famine,  the 
terrible  feast  n]>on  human  hcadn,  the  dying  comrade  upon  the 
niounhiiu  lop,  himself  ])erisliing  by  tlio  forrent, —  and  then,  seen 
for  a  moment,  the  picture  of  a  dark  form  bending  over  him — and 
the  famishing  ranger  was  unconscious. 

The  next  morning  the  sun,  glorious  in  his  splendor,  gleamed 
on  the  seven  cascades  of  the  gorge.    There  was  no  wind,  and  the 


*Uolicrt  ruincroy,  a  rniigiT  rrniii  Dorrylleld,  •  •  •  )ieritiliecl  in  Uio  wou(l<( 
•  •  *  tluringtlie  Iiiiliun  wuri)  ♦  *  •  niul  liU  buiic.H  were  t'ouiul  yiMim  nflor 
about.  Uio  8(iiii-cct<  of  tlio  Mci riiii.ick.  Tliuy  ucru  idiMitilU'il  by  Iuh  hair  iiiul  mhiiu 
poiHon.Ml  ofli.*<-lH  Hint  had  tiul  dtM-ayed.— INUUtV  lli{<l.  uX  MaiirhoHlur,  XMi, 
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hriglifc  flashing  waters  as  they  leaped  down  seemed  io  hymn  a  lolly 
pjran  of  praise  in  the  soliliide.  Li  was  a  far,  wild  countiy,  one  in 
which  seemingly  no  human  foot  had  ever  trod.  Yet  there  was 
one  heing  even  here.  An  old  huntx^r  from  the  frontier  had  pcne- 
IriUmI  this  wildoniosH  U)  trap  of  tor,  heaver,  and  sable.  He  had 
nonstriictcd  a  rude  camp  for  himself  by  the  side  of  Gorge  brook. 
In  the  great  meadow  over  Ihe  ridge  ho  set  his  steel  traps  for 
beaver,  and  built  Jndian  culhcags  for  sable  by  his  sx)otted  line  on  . 
the  mountain  side.  It  chanced  that  lie  was.  visiting  the  latter  that 
morning.  lie  discovered  the  footsteps  of  the  ranger  who  had 
crossed  liis  line,  and  following  them  found  him  almost  insensible 
at  the  foot  of  the  aiscadcs.  Hearing  him  to  the  camp  he  nursed 
him  back  to  life,  and  for  a  few  weeks  he  assisted  the  hunter  in  his 
duties. 

One  day,  as  the  early  settlers  relate  the  golden  tradition,  the 
ranger  stop])cd  to  quench  his  thirst  at  a  little  mountain  rill.  As 
he  kneeled  to  sip  the  sparkling  water  he  saw  shining  in  the  sand 
at  fhe  bottom  what  ai)peared  lo  bo  bright  grains  of  gold.  Picking 
up  a  Imndtnl  of  these  h<^  tied  thoin  in  a  corner  of  his  handkerchief 
and  after  heaping  a  small  monument  of  stones  on  the  bank, 
ileparted.  The  particles  thus  collected,  on  being  shown  to  a  jew- 
eller, proved  to  be  pure  gold,  and  he  received  for  them  fifty 
dollars.  But  although  careful  search  has  since  often  been  made 
neither  fhe  monument  nor  the  golden  stream  has  ever  again  been 
discovered.  When  the  snow  began  to  fall  in  Uie  valley  the  hunter, 
accompanied  by  the  ranger,  returned  to  the  settlements. 

The  remaining  companies  of  the  rangers  came  straggling  in 
upon  the  intervals.  As  one  by  one  they  died — the  allotted  ten 
days  not  j'ct  passed — despair  seated  itself  on  the  countenances 
of  all  the  living,  and  they  prayed  once  more  that  iiogers  might 
return. 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

HOW  THE  SDRVTVING  RANGERS  ALL  GOT  SAFELY  HOME,  AND  HOW 
THENCEFORWARD  THE  TEHIGEWASSETT  LAND,  CONTAINING  THE 
PLEASANT  LITTLE  TERRITORY  OF  WARREN,  BECAME  VERY  SAFE 
COUNTRY  IN  WHICH  TO  SOJOURN. 

Robert  IIOGEUS'  journal,  writtou  by  liimsolf,  [pvcs  a 
succinct  account  of  liis  exploits  in  tho  old  Kroncli  war.  Tt  relates 
how  at  his  dcparturo  from  the  intervals  to  obtain  help  he  laid  down 
with  his  two  companions  on  their  rude  cmfl,  by  far  more  primeval 
than  that  on  which  sailed  Jason  and  his  mythical  companions  in 
search  of  the  golden  fleece,  and  for  hours  floated  swillly  down  in 
the  rapid  current.  Yet  he  fails  to  narrate  the  fact — for  it  is  pre- 
sumed that  every  one  should  know  as  much — that  tho  river  was 
swollen  by  the  autumn  rains,  and  that  the  streams  from  the  high- 
lands on  either  hand  poured  in  their  turbid  floods.  Neither  does 
he  mention  the  bright  hues  spread  over  all  the  woods ;  nor  the 
wild  gcQso  which,  noting  the  strange  craft  on  the  water,  cacklc<1 
at  them  from  the  sky ;  or  that  at  night  bcai*s  halloed  frani  the  hills 
and  muskrats  swam  splashing  along  the  8hoi*cs. 

Even  Ompompanoosuc,  a  western  stream,  heaving  with  its 
muddy  tide,  was  unnoticed,  and  they  were  only  roused  fi*oni  their 
lethargy  by  a  dull  but  fearful  roaring  ahead.  Starting  up  tliey 
Sjiw  a  thin  mist  rising  from  the  fulls  which  (heir  rufl  was  rapidly 
approaching.  Their  ours  were  too  buiall  to  manage  their  unwieldy 
craft  in  the  now  eddying  and  boiling  current.  A  few  moments 
more  and  they  must  go  over.  Pealli  shired  llieni  in  Mir.  face,  lint 
they  had  met  it  in  a  thousand  forms  and  though  famishing  they 
would  not  yield.    Tjoaping  into  the  water,  after  a  hard  struggle 
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ihay  f^aincd  tho  8lioi*c.  Thcii*  mil,  imusinpf  a  inomont  on  the 
hriiik,  lonpod  like  a  niln»^  of  lifo  iiit4>  Mio  aviUI  vortex,  and  wafi 
(hislied  in  pieces. 

"VVct,  cold,  and  stArving,  witli  niucli  difTlculty  tlioy  reached 
the  foot  of  tlie  falls.  To  proceed  by  land  was  impossible;  yet 
1  toppers'  indomitable  spirit  never  sank.  Bidding  his  men  hunt  for 
fowl,  he  went  to  work  in  true  Indian  style  and  kindled  a  fire.  Jn 
three  days  he  had  burned  down  and  burned  off  ti*ees  BulTicient  for 
a  rafb,  and  bound  them  together  with  withes.  In  tho  meantime 
his  companions  had  procured  a  red  squirrel  and  a  single  partridge 
— just  sufHcient  to  keep  soul  and  body  together — and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  fourth  day  they  placed  themselves  upon  tlie  new  rail 
and  once  more  glided  swiftly  on.  The  genii  of  the  waterfall 
seemed  to  scream  after  them  through  the  mist,  bidding  them  make 
no  delay,  for  tho  famishing  rangers  were  roasting  human  flesh  far 
back  in  the  cold  shadows  of  Moosilauke  inountnin. 

White  river  was  passed,  and  in  another  hour  they  heard  the 
roaring  of  Wattoqueche  fall.  Uogers  this  time  was  on  the  watch 
for  dangers  ahead.  Paddling  their  raft  ashore,  Ogden  guided  it 
over  the  falls  with  a  long  withe-rope  of  hazel  bushes,  while 
Kogers  swam  in  and  secured  it.  This  rati  was  their  only  hope; 
with  it  lost  their  (:i(e  was  death.  All  night  without  food  they 
floated  down  the  stream.  Morning  showed  them  a  clearing. 
Shortly  after  men  came  to  cut  timber  on  the  river  bank,  who 
discovered  and  assisted  them. 

llogers*  first  thought  was  for  his  rangers  who  were  dying  one 
by  one  at  Coos.  Several  canoes  were  inimediak'ly  tittod  out,  and' 
manned  by  strong  arms  they  shot  like  arrows  up  through  the 
forest  that  shut  in  the  Connecticut.  In  four  days  the  suffering 
rangers  saw  them  pull  round  the  headland  where  ten  days  before 
their  lemler  had  disappeared.  Ilesting  for  a  day  only,  Rogers 
went  up  the  river  to  meet  his  men  and  again  share  their  fortunes. 
It  was  a  strange  sight,  that  silent  voyage  down  the  blue  stream; 
those  rude  boats,  freighted  with  men  whose  matted  beards,  sunken 
eyes,  and  hollow  checks  told  of  the  horrors  they  had  endured. 

On  the  fifth  day  of  November  the  last  living  ranger  had 
arrived  at  Number  Four.  Gathered  around  their  leader  at  tlic 
fort  they  seemed  moi*e  like  ill-dressed  corpses  than  like  human 
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boiugs.  Dolayiiig  a  few  days  to  i*ocruit  their  oxliaustcd  oiicrgios, 
Itogei's  placed  himself  at  their  head  and  liurricd  away  aci'oss  the 
Green  mountains  to  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point  to  take  ]>art  in 
tlio  closing  scenes  of  the  war. 

Perhaps  some  would  like  to  know  the  subsequent  history  of 
Major  Rogers.  To  narrate  all  of  the  events  of  hie  after  life  would 
bo  altogcMior  foix)ign  <4MMir)nirp(>80.  ,AVlion  Wolfe  do roulod  Monl- 
vAiUn  on  the  ])1ainH  of  Abraham^  and  llio  Ibig  of  old  Kngland  was 
unfurled  above  the  batMonientH  of  Iho  sh-ongCHt  fortress  in  Amer- 
ica; tlie  major  went  to  the  far  west,  lie  scouted  sonietinie  In  the 
woods  about  Detroit,  searching  for  Indians,  and  then  made  an 
exi)edition  on  the  ice  up  Jjake  Uuron,  towards  Michillraackinac. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  went  to  EuroiK),  and  thence  to  Africa, 
where  he  fought  two  battles  under  the  Dey  of  Algiers.  For  a 
further  account  of  his  life  wo  would  refer  to  "  Itogoi-s'  Journal," 
published  by  himself,  a  very  old  and  niro  work,  the  author  of  tliiH 
veritable  history  never  having  met  with  but  one  co[>y. 

Rogers  liimself  and  his  rangera  never  forgot  their  memorable 
visit  to  Coos,  and  years  afterwards  many  of  them  found  a  home  in 
the  scene  of  their  suflcnng. 

The  work  was  now  all  done.  There  was  no  nioi-o  fear  of  the 
Indians,  and  our  beloved  Pemigewassett  land,  including  the  town 
of  Warren,  the  history  of  which  we  aix3  trying  so  hard  to  write, 
was  now  destined  to  undergo  a  great  change.  A  more  glorious 
era  was  about  to  dawn  upon  the  great  wild  north  of  New  IFamiH 
»liire. 

As  this  second  book  was  designed  only  to  treat  of  Iho  lionler 
wai*s  by  means  of  which  the  old  hunting  grounds  of  the  Poinige- 
wassotts  became  known  and  ox)oncd  up  for  sett  lemon  t,  we  shall 
here  necessarily  put  an  end  lo  our  narrations  of  bush-Jights,  cap- 
tivities, and  explorations,  and  sliuU  endeavor  in  our  next  to  tell 
how  our  own  Warren — one  of  the  wildest  of  the  northern  ham- 
lets— was  established  and  occupied. 


BOOK    III. 


iW  TI1K  IIIKTII  OK  A  MOUNTAIN  IIAMI.KT,  Olt  TIIK  VUKriSK  ANI> 
ACr'UltATK  IIISTOIIV  OK  TIIK  A<T.S  OK  SIXTV-SIX  IMHTINtSUISllKl) 
MKN,  OTlllCUWISK   KNOWN  AS  TIIK   PU01»UIET0US  OF  WAIIUEN. 


CHAPTER  1. 

(X>N(;KUNIN<S  a  OICKAT  SllAlUiV  WOOO  ANI>  NIIMKUOU8  IllJNTKUS 
TIIKKKIN,  AND  THEN  OK  A  SWEET  LITTLE  KEUD  BETWEEN  TIIUEE 
KOYAL  (SOVEUNOnS  AND  HOW  ONE  OF  THEM  POLITELY  EUCHRED 
THE  OTIIEIIS,   MUCH  TO  THEIR   DELIGHT. 

llIK  ohi  Kniiirli  war  wuh  (mkUmI.  The  liulimis  wore  no 
lonjrcr  feiircil.  Jtogcrs  had  criislied  them.  A  vast  extent  of  foi'cst 
country  now  hiy  open  to  tlie  colunisls.  Our  little  mountain  ham- 
let— not  yet  railed  Warren — wan  in  this  mighty  wood,  in  which 
there  were  no  opeiiiii<rH  save  those  mwU)  hy  the  hurrieane,  the. 
Hood,  or  the  liidian*s  lire.  (/amelV.  I  lump  and  Alt.  Manslield 
looked  down  upon  the  h\sser  hei^^hts  of  the  Green  mountains;  the 
Whif€  hills  rose  out  of  the  woods  like  islands  in  ti  sea,  and  Mts. 
Azisroos  and  KaUirdin  stood  hijj^hahove  Uinhagog  and  Moosehead 
lakes,  which  had  mirrored  them  for  centuries.  Otter  creek, 
Onion  river,  and  the  Lamoile,  llowed  from  the  wilderness  to  the 
west;  the  Connecticut,  the  Merrimack,  and  the  Saco  came  down 
from  the  mountains  of  N^ew  Hampshire,  and  the  Androscoggin, 
the  Kennebec  and  the  Penobscot  from  the  bright  lakes  of  the  east. 
Tho  Indians,  as  we  have  befoi*e  shown  in  tliis  most  veritable 
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history  luul  nearly  all  left  this  umbrageous  wilderness ;  but  the 
''wild  beostes/'  so  accurately  described  by  tliat  early,  celebrated, 
and  very  chaste  historian,  John  Josselyn,  Grent.,  such  as  bears, 
wolves,  panthera,  moose,  deer,  loui)cerviers,  and  sweet-smelling 
''squnckes,''  rouiuined. 

My  gentle  reader,  without  doubt  you  know  already  that  tlie 
little  tract  of  territory  at  tlie  head  of  the  Asquamchumauko  vol- 
ley and  surrounded  by  lofty  mountains  was  in  the  very  heart  of 
this  great,  wild,  beast-filled  wilderness.  The  far-sighted  glance  of 
the  eagle,  soaring  aloft  above  the  crests  of  its  mountains,  scarce 
penetrated  to  the  distant  confines  of  civilization.  The  neoi-cst  far 
apart  settlements  in  New  England  were  mostly  along  Uie  sea-* 
coast  and  on  the  banks  of  the  largest  rivers.  Up  Uie  Merrimack 
the  clearings  had  crept  as  far  as  a  place  called  Bakerstown,  after- 
wards Stevenstown,  and  now  Franklin,  N.  II.  On  the  Connecti- 
cut river  the  most  northern  settlement  was  around  tliat  little  log- 
fort  which  we  have  known  in  the  book  pi'cceding  as  Number  Four, 
at  pi-esent  the  town  of  Charleston.  For  a  hnndi*cd  and  iilly  yeara 
the  French  had  lived  in  the  St.  Lawrence  valley  and  their  settle- 
ments branched  off  into  this  wilderness  on  tlie  banks  of  the 
Chaudiere,  the  St.  Francis,  and  the  Sorolle.  To  the  east,  Froncli- 
uien  lived  on  the  river  St.  John,  and  wustwanl  were  scatteixsd 
openings  beyond  Champlain  and  by  the  great  lakes.  It  was  hun- 
dreds of  miles  across  this  forest,  east  and  west,  north  and  south. 

Yankee  men  of  that  heroic  age  were  as  fond  of  hunting  as  any 
Avho  live  at  the  present  day.  Kvcn  those  not  (piit-o  so  bravo  spirits 
who  had  hithei'to  been  compelled  to  stay  at  home  through  fear  of 
the  Indians,  could  now  take  up  their  march  wltli  perfect  Impunity 
into  the  woods,  to  hunt  and  to  tmp  all  that  wild  fcrocions  game 
which  John  Jossclyn,  Gent.,  has  so  particularly  described  to  us  in 
his  yenicious  history. 

The  last  of  September — in  this  climate  the  most  delightful 
month  of  the  year — now  saw  hundreds  of  men,  old  and  young, 

"  The  wiltl-cat,  liiconi,  or  liiecrct,  or  ounce  aa  Hoino  rail  it,  U  not  Inrerior  l«> 
lamb.    Their  }C)*ca8e  iu  very  Hovcit^ii^n  for  lamencBH  upou  Uiking  cold." 

**  Tlic  iquHcte  \h  almost  as  big  as  a  ra<'.cooii,  iierfecl  blark  an<l  white,  or  |>yo 
balU.  with  a  buBhtail  like  u  I'ox,  and  ofTensive  carrion.  Tliu  urine  or  Ihitf  creaturu 
iH  or  HO  htrong  a  Hcent  thai  if  it  liKitt  u|>on  anything  liicrc  Ih  no  abiding  of  it.  It 
will  make  ainanHtnell  tliougli  hv  were  (»r  Alexander't)  coinplexitm,  ami  ho  tihar|*» 
if  he  do  but  wlditk  Idn  buuli  wid<'.li  lie  oioHcth  upon  in  the  face  of  a  dogg  huuliiig  of 
lilm,  and  if  any  of  it  light  in  his  eyes,  it  will  nuiko  him  almost  mail  with  tliu  smari 
th«nH>f."— «lohu  .losselyn's  2  Voyages  to  New  Knglaml. 
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leaving  thoir  wives  and  sweethearts  and  journeying  to  those 
pleasant  solitudes  in  tlio  wooded  valleys  beside  the  sylvan  brooks, 
rivers,  and  lakes.  They  were  accustomed  to  go  in  boats  up  tlie 
streams  as  far  as  possible,  often  following  the  same  routes  that 
Capt.  VcAer  IV>wei*8  sailed,  rowed,  and  poled  over,  or  that  Col. 
Joseph  Blanchard,  Maj.  Tolford,  and  Capt.  John  Coflb  traveled. 
We  can  imagine  them  leaving  their  canoes,  gun  in  one  hand,  axe 
ill  the  other,  and  a  great  pack  made  up  of  steel  traps,  spare  shirts, 
feeling,  and  provisions,  in  all  more  than  a  hundred  pounds  weight 
strapped  upon  their  backs,  and  toiling  through  the  woods  and 
over  the  mountains  in  search  of  beaver  meadoWs  and  sable  ranges. 
They  would  build  for  themselves  pleasant  little  cabins  beside  some 
musical  stream,  and  here  they  would  hunt  till  the  snowflakes  flew. 
Then,  (oting  their  traps  and  rich  peltries  back  to  their  canoes,  they 
would  paddtu  rapidly  down  the  swift  current  of  the  now  swollen 
sli'canis  to  their  homes  again. 

Such  were  the  human  inhabitants  of  our  very  interesting 
forest  just  after  the  closing  of  the  "  Seven  Ycara  War;"  and  such 
were  the  only  visitors  of  our  mountain  bounded  valley.  By  these 
hunters  every  stiTam  of  the  wilderness  was  explored,  every 
meadow  and  vnllcy  noted,  mountain  gorges  traversed,  and  even 
the  inounUiinM  tticniselves  ascended. 

Ilillierlx)  the  pro[)cnRity  of  the  Yankee  people  to  emigrate  and 
takp  It])  new  lands,  io  clear  fiinns,  build  log  cabins  to  be  su(T,eeded 
by  pine  board  palaces,  had  been  restrained  as  we  have  already 
hinted  by  a  terror  of  the  Indians.  But  now  a  new  instinct  seemed 
to  have  taken  possession  of  the  multitude.  Like  the  mutterings 
preceding  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem,  an  ominous  voice  seemed 
to  say,  **  JjpX  us  dc[)art  hence,"  but  the  departure  was  for  a  very 
different  reason.  The  wild  lands  of  the  north  wei*e  on  every 
tongue.  All  the  hunters  we  have  mentioned,  all  the  wild  bordei^ 
ers,  all  the  explorers,  and  all  the  seven  years  war  men  who  had 
marched  and  campaigned  through  that  section,  told  almost  fabulous 
stories  of  its  richness  and  fertility. 

The  world  has  seen  many  an  exodus.  But  the  flight  of  the 
Jews  from  Kgypt  was  very  unlike  that  about  to  be  seen  in  south' 
erii  New  Ihinipshiiv  and  Massacliiiseds.  The  wild  Asiatic  honlcs, 
hurrying  from  the  northern  table*lands  io  the  south  and  west,  fui*- 
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nisbed  hardly  a  parallel  case.  There  they  moved  as  a  vast  army, 
conqiieiing  the  lauds  they  coveted  and  making  serfs  of  the 
original  dwellers  of  the  soil.  Here,  however,  they  seemed  desir- 
ous to  go  one  by  one  into  the  wilderness ;  fathera  with  Uieir  fam- 
ilies, and  young  men  without  families,  each  for  himself,  caring  for 
nobody,  thinking  only  of  future  fields  and  meadows  iUll  of  black 
stumps  and  logs,  rich  pastures  with  the  same  atti*active  features 
and  no  end  of  cobble-stone  pyramids  added,  out  of  all  which 
should  come  great  gains  and  much  happiness. 

But  we  would  not  dcti*act  one  ioUi  from  the  merits  of  our 
forefathers.  J^et  no  one  think  they  i*csemblcd  the  squuttcra  of  tho 
present  day,  or  that  they  occupied  the  lands  without  leave  or 
license.  They  had  great  respect  for  law,  order,  and  the  rights  of 
proi>crty.  Much  as  they  dcsli*od  rich  homes  for  themselves,  not  a 
family  would  move  into  the  wilderness  until  they  liiul  accjuircd  a 
title  to  the  lands  they  wanted.  Unt  who  owned  the  lands?  Who 
(Hiuld  give  them  deeds?  Who  could  insure  them  a  |)eriect  immun- 
ity from  being  considered  trespassera,  and  protect  them  n'oni  writs 
of  ejectment  and  i>eii)lexing  lawsuits  in  which  some  men  so  mucli 
delight?  These  were  very  interesting  questions,  and  upon  them  a 
gi*eat  discussion  ai'ose.  All  tlie  provinces  began  to  talk  of  the 
great  discoveries  of  Christopher  Columbus,  of  the  seizure  of  the 
different  portions  of  America  by  the  sevcrul  nutioiis  of  Kuro]>o, 
of  the  portion  old  Knglaiid  modestly  took,  that  of  the  Virginia 
company,  tho  Dutch  West  India  company,  the  Miissacliusctts  liay 
company,  and  the  grant  of  that  famous  little  ti*act  of  land,  made 
by  the  last  named  company  to  John  Mason,  and  then  about  the 
entertaining  lawsuits  instituted  by  said  Mason's  heirs  against  other 
claimants  of  the  soil  of  the  province  once  known  as  Mariana, 
otherwise  Lacoiiia,  and  finally  New  Ilainpsliirc. 

At  last  the  very  wise  conclusion  obtained  possession  of  men's 
minds  that  the  land  belonged  to  the  crown,  and  to  the  crown  they 
began  to  look  for  graiils.  Then  auiin  the  qm^stion,  '^  Through 
what  channelH?'' — and  upon  this  the  disliiignishcd  rulers  of  New 
]ramp8liii*e,  Massacliusetts,  and  New  Voi'kem:li  hoX  up  nioirr.lainiH 
to  the  land  in  (juestion,  and  each  announced  to  the  ])CO])le  that  he 
was  the  person  to  issue  grants. 

It  is  said  that  thi*ce  proctainations  were  ])ut  forth  by  (he  riva' 
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govomorfl  stating  thifi  fact,  and  by  tliis  means  all  Uie  people  of  the 
several  provinces  were  clearly  enlightened.  The  dilemma  waxed 
more  difficult.  The  law-abiding  citizens  became  mora  and  more 
imiMitienty  and  lilce  tlie  ass  between  two  bundles  of  hay,  they 
might  wait  forever. 

To  i*elieve  tlie  public  mind  of  the  great  suspense  that  was  now 
hanging  over  tlicse  niiglity  provinces,  embassies  were  dispatched 
to  England  to  obtain  a  settlement  of  the  great  question.  Who 
went  on  this  important  niisRion,  and  wlion  tliey  went  or  returned, 
it  is  not  for  this  veracious  history  to  chronicle.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  they  did  return  and  made  so  satisfactory  a  report  that  the 
whole  matter  seemed  more  befogged  than  ever,  and  things  did  not 
advance  a  particle. 

The  several  royal  governoi*8  grew  more  belligerent  than  before. 
Tliey  eyed  each  other  like  dogs  watching  a  bone,  each  Jealous  of 
the  other.  So  furious  did  they  become  that  even  grim  visaged 
war  with  its  horrid  front  seemed  portending.  An  old  historian 
said  the  moon  loolced  like  blood,  that  a  comet  appeared  in  the 
heavens,  and  meteors  flashed  across  the  sky.  Provinces  hitherto 
I)eaceAil  amon^  themselves,  content  to  light  only  a  common  foe, 
Indian  or  Frencli,  now  seemed  ready  to  gird  on  their  armor  for 
internecine  strife.  Of  the  two  methods  of  settling  boundary  lines 
— one  by  arms,  the  other  by  compi*omise — it  seemed  at  one  time 
highly  probable  that  tlie  former  might  be  chosen. 

But  the  fates  decreed  otherwise,  and  determined  that  neither 
method  should  be  followed.  While  the  royal  governors  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  New  York  were  contending  with  high  words,  and 
seemed  almost  ready  to  come  to  blows  and  broken  heads.  New 
Hampshire's  greatest  and  best  ruler  continued  to  add  Aiel  to  the 
flames  of  contention  now  brightly  burning,  an^  also  sub  rosa  took 
time  by  the  forelock,  boldly  cut  the  goixlian  knot  for  himself,  and 
before  a  rumor  of  what  he  was  doing  had  gone  abroad,  made  hun- 
dreds of  grants  to  actual  settlers,  leaving  his  two  dear  fViends  the 
governors  nothing  to  flght  about,  and  so  shot  far  ahead  of  them  in 
worldly  riches  and  gubernatorial  fame.  How  this  was  accom- 
plished we  shall  immediately  proceed  to  show. 


CHAPTER  IL 

OP  A  FINB  OLD  OOYEBNOB  OP  TB  ANCIENT  DATS  AND  OF  HIS  ROTAL 
8ECRBTART.  HOW  THESE  TWO  WORTHIES  BUILT  GOLDEN  CAS- 
TLES IN  THE  AIR  AND  FINALLY  GREW  QUITE  RICH. 

BeNNING  WENTWORTH,  whom  we  have  many  times 

before  mentioned ,  was  the  son  of  John  Wentworth,  one  of  the 
former  royal  lioatenaut-govcrnora  of  the  province  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  was  installed  in  office  with  great  ceremonies  and 
i*eJoicings  on  the  13th  of  December,  1741.  It  is  recorded  how  a 
mighty  cavalcade  escorted  him  into  that  great  seaport  town,  Ports- 
mouth, and  how  he  was  received  amid  the  JoyAil  acclamations  of 
thousands  of  people  who  assembled  to  welcome  him.  This  is 
probably  the  partly  truthAil  and  the  partly  poetical  language  of 
the  distinguished  historian ;  but  we  can  well  pai*don  his  voncmtion 
for  one  of  the  most  honorable  governora  of  his  loved  State.* 

Had  our  royal  ruler  consented  to  have  lived  till  the  present 
time  we  might  have  presented  a  faiUiAil  portrait  of  his  character, 
appearance,  and  habits;  as  it  is,  we  shall  bo  under  the  necessity  of 
giving  him  but  a  passing  notice. 

Governor  Wonjworth  was  a  fine  gentleman,  "  all  of  ye  olden 
time,''  and  in  the  matter  of  di*c88  was  fusUdious.  On  state  occa- 
sions he  appeared  in  powdered  wig,  throe-coniorcd  hat,  blue  coat 
with  buff  facings  and  bright  buttons,  breeches  rather  broad  in  the 

*Beniiing  WentworCh  wm  a  descendant  or  Elder  WilUam  Wentworth,  of  Dov- 
er. Lient.  Governor  John  Wentworth  hml  fouricon  children :  Ist.  Bouning,  after- 
wards governor;  3d.  .John,  Judge  or  I'robate  or  Portsuiouth ;  3d,  Ihuiking;  4th, 
William;  6th,  Samuel,  father  of  Mrs.  Gov.  John;  titli,  Mark  lluukiug,  nuher  of 
Gov.  John;  7th,  Daniel;  8th,  Kbenczcr;  Utii,  (iooi-ge;  10th.  Ilannnh,  uiarriod  8am- 
uel  Plaisted  and  Theodore  Atkinson;  llth,  »ar:ih,  mnrriocl  Aivhihald  Mcriiodris; 
12th,  Mary;  13Ui,  Klizahoth;  llth,  Itobucca,  uiarriod  Tliiunna  Tackor.  llonniug 
Wentworth  was  councillor  lV«Mn  17.ti  to  1741,  when  ho  hocauiu  govunior,  and  re- 
mained in  ulUce  till  May,  1767.— History  of  Chester,  54. 
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iicai  and  tight  aroand  the  leg,  long  stockings,  sharp-pointed  shoes, 
silver  knee  and  shoe-bnckles,  an  iinninnno  frixzln  ai*ouiid  tlie  neck, 
and  a  shirt  bosom  set  forth  witli  enormous  rn flies. 

In  education  he  was  superior  to  most  men  of  his  time,  having 
spent  several  years  at  Harvard  University  and  received  all  the 
honora  of  that  renowned  institution.  Probably  geography  was 
not  then  tanght,'  or  he  never  would  have  made  those  lamentable 
mistakes  in  reckoning  latitude  and  longitude,  which  as  we  have 
before  shown  in  this  most  delectable  history  cost  so  much  blood 
and  treasure. 

He  made  bat  few  laws,  but  he  took  great  care  that  these 
should  be  well  understood  and  executed,  as  we  have  seen  in  the 
cane  of  Peter  Dowcn  and  his  friend,  when  they  went  s^ot  frae  on 
aoconnt  of  public  opinion. 

As  a  warrior  he  was  peculiarly  great  and  fortunate,  although 
we  have  no  knowledge  that  he  ever  fought  a  battle  in  his  life.  He 
preferred  rather  to  plan  mighty  campaigns  and  trust  to  his  distin- 
gaisbed  generals  to  execute  them.  Cavalry  soldiei'S  were  his  fav- 
orites, and  the  desperate  charges  of  his  bold  wild  horsemen  through 
the  dark  woods  of  the  north  ai*c  facts  well  known  in  history. 

Governor  Wontwortli  reigned  long  and  well,  much  to  the  sat- 
isfaction of  his  loyal  subjects,  and  bid  fair  to  have  held  liis  posi- 
tion till  the  day  of  his  death  but  for  his  love  of  wealth  and  that  his 
great  gains  excited  the  envy  of  other  ambitious  and  avaricious 
men  of  tlie  province. 

The  governor  had  a  worthy  secretary,  who  had  been  a  friend 
and  acquaintance  of  his  boyhood,  they  having  attended  the  same 
school  and  hunted  birds'  nests  and  stole  apples  together  on  holi- 
days. At  a  later  day  his  honorable  secretary — the  **  Right  Hon- 
orable Theodore  Atkinson,  Jr.," — had  married  Benning  Went- 
worth's  sister,  and  the  governor  having  an  eye  for  the  advantage 
of  his  relations — like  many  another  high  in  office  before  and  since 
his  time — had  given  his  brother-in-law  an  appointment.  They 
pulled  togetlier  kindly,  and  Secretary  Atkinson  held  his  place  till 
the  honorable  governor  was  obliged  to  retire. 

We  have  been  thus  particular  in  mentioning  these  two  men, 
high  fhnctionaries  of  the  royal  province  of  New  Hampshire,  be- 
cause to  the  bravery  of  the  one  and  the  faithfulness  of  the  other  is 
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due  the  creation  of  our  little  dependant  democracy — Warren. 
They  stood  godfkthens  at  the  birth  of  oar  mountain  hamlet,  and 
must  not  be  forgotten. 

Some  men  act  fh>m  principle  and  sink  self,  the  motive  that 
actuates  them  being  purely  philanthropic ;  but  like  angels'  visits 
they  are  few  and  fkr  between.  Selfishness  is  generally  the  ruling 
motive.  Thus  Governor  Wentworth  and  his  precise  secretary  saw 
a  golden  opportunity  before  them  and  interest  whispered  tiiat  it 
must  be  improved.  Dreams  of  how  they  could  malvC  a  howling 
wilderness  blossom  as  the  rose ;  broad  intervals  and  rich  hillside 
pastures  covered  with  flocks  and  herds ;  nice  farm  houses,  great 
bams  filled  with  hay  and  grain,  and  an  industrious  population  ex- 
ceedingly eager  to  pay  a  large  sum  in  quit  rents,  burst  upon  their 
vision,  and  tiiey  were  not  slow  to  take  advantage  of  the  oppor- 
tunity. 

While  the  discussion  was  going  on,  and  the  governors  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts  were  considering  the  case.  Governor 
Wentworth,  as  we  have  already  intimated,  commenced  the  grand 
work  of  giving  titles  to  the  land.  He  secretly  gathered  together 
all  the  surveyors  of  the  surrounding  country  and  set  them  at  work 
to  survey  the  richest  poi*tions  of  our  great  wildenicss.  On  each 
side  of  the  Connecticut  river  tiiree  tiers  of  townships  were  laid 
out,  and  before  the  worthy  rulers  of  the  neighboring  provinces 
were  aware  of  it  the  sections  had  nearly  all  been  granted  to  intelli- 
gent and  enterprising  men,  who  wore  making  evei*y  eflbrt  to  settle 
and  cultivate  the  same. 

We  cannot  stop  to  tell  of  the  mighty  wrath  that  waxed  hot  in 
royal  bosoms  when  the  acts  of  Governor  Wentworth  were  report- 
ed ;  how  Massachusetts  finally  relinquished  her  claim,  and  how 
New  York  by  fi*and  established  hers ;  nor  how  the  rough  back- 
woodsmen on  tiie  borders  and  among  the  Greon  mountains  con- 
tended with  the  avaricious  "  Yorkers,"  who  were  encouraged  by 
old  England,  for  long  years,  until  they  established  their  indepen- 
dence and  Vermont  became  a  State  by  itself.  We  leave  such 
things  to  graver  and  more  prosy  historians. 

Governor  Wentworth,  thrice  happy,  thrice  blessed,  now  made 
himself  a  great  favorite  with  all  his  people — for  a  short  time.  All 
the  wild  moss-troopers,  all  the  heavy  infantry  that  had  served  in 
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the  old  Fi*eiich  and  Indian  wars,  all  who  had  money  in  their  pock- 
ets wherewith  to  pay  good  round  fees,  were  now  suddenly  enriched 
by  the  good  governor.  All  they  had  to  do  was  to  dniw  up  a  peti- 
tion,  get  the  requisite  number  of  signers,  go  to  the  governor  with 
a  nice  bag  of  gold,  and  a  charter  was  sure. 

Our  respectable  secretary  had  a  hard  time  of  it,  writing  out 
all  the  charters  and  recording  them  in  the  book  kept  for  that  pur- 
pose, but  many  a  weary  day  he  toiled  on  for  fees  which  wei*egi*eat 
and  for  rcseiTations  which  were  greater.  Their  coffers  were  well 
filled,  their  purses  were  heavy,  and  their  broad  domains  extended 
on  every  hand.  Our  royal  governor  reserved  for  himself  ^\q  hun- 
dred acras  of  good  land  in  every  township,  and  his  diligent  secre- 
tary's name  always  appeared  in  the  list  of  grantees.  Then  there 
were  the  quit-rents  of  money  and  numerous  ears  of  com,  stipula- 
ted to  be  paid  in  all  coming  time.  And  the  governor  and  his 
worthy  seci*etary  longed  for  the  day  when  they  should  revel  in 
their  palaces  on  the  slioros  of  the  silver  lake  Winnepisseogee,  and 
with  ilect  horaes  and  baying  hounds  follow  the  doer,  or  with  costly 
equipage  roll  along  busy  and  prosperous  tlioroughfaros.  What 
vistas  of  joy  and  grandeur  opened  on  their  delighted  vision. 

Wild  contentions  witli  the  '' Yorkera,"  and  the  envious  avarice 
of  others,  destroyed  their  bright  air  castles.  But  all  these  and 
many  oUier  Uiings  were  necessary  to  bring  our  little  mountain 
hamlet  into  existence. 


CHAPTER  III. 

WHAT  JOHN  PAGE,  BSQ.,  DU>,  OR  HOW  IIB  PROCURED  A  ROTAL 
CHARTER  or  OUR  MOUNTAIN  HAMLET,  WARREN,  CONFERRINQ 
MANY  GLORIOUS  PUIVILRC^ES,  AND  ONI.Y  A  FEW  CONDITIONS, 
VERY  EASY  TO  BR  COMPUED  WITH. 

Not  far  from  Portsmoiitli,  the  residence  of  '<  Old  King 

George's"  royal  governor,  Benning  Wentworth,  is  the  little  town 
of  Kingston.*  One  of  the  most  prominent  pereons  of  the  latter 
town  was  John  Page,  Esq.  lie  was  a  man  of  Intelligence,  of  ex- 
tensive acquaintance,  and  always  prompt  to  take  advantage  of  tlio 
times,  in  personal  appearance  ho  was  nearly  six  fuot  tall,  broad, 
sqaare-shouldered,  and  would  weigh  one  hundi-ed  and  eighty 
pounds.  lie  had  a  square-set  face,  keen  grey  eyes,  light  hair  and 
sandy  whiskers.  His  dress  was  neat  and  he  wore  short  bi*eeches, 
long  stockings,  and  on  Sundays  silver  shoe  and  knee  buckles. 

He  had  served  as  selectman,  had  ixipixiscntcd  his  town  in  the 
gcneml  court,  and  had  also  engaged  in  titidc  and  8i)ccu1atioii.  lie 
was  a  man  who  would  act  when  occasion  pi-uscntcd  itself,  and 
now  when  speculation  in  land  was  rife  he  was  wide  awake  for  his 
share  of  the  profits.  It  was  an  easy  thing  for  him  to  drnw  up  a 
petition,  and  it  did  not  bother  him  much  to  get  sixty  odd  men 

possessed  of  means  to  sign  the  same.    No  less  than  eight  men  of 

* 

his  own  name — including  John  Pago,  Jr.,  a  son  of  course ;  Colonel 
Jonathan  Greeley,  mine  host  who  kept  the  village  inn,  with  his 
relatives,  Jonathan  Greeley,  2d,  Andrew  Greeley  and  Joseph 
Greeley,  Esqrs.,  also  Moses  Gi-ecley,  of  Salisbury,  Mass. ;  True- 
worthy  Ladd,  who  kept  the  countiy  store;  the  Hon.  Dr.  Josiah 

*  Since  dirided  Into  Kiogfton  and  Baat  Kingfton. 


TUB  CHARTER  GRANTKD.  l67 

Bartlctt/  nttcrwaids  a  member  of  the  Coutinental  tiongrcss;  John 
Hazen,  Joliii  Parker,  George  Marsh,  and  Thomas  Pierce,  four  val- 
iant captains  who  had  commanded  companies  in  the  old  French 
war,  were  among  the  petitioners. 

Armed  with  this  petition,  and  carrying  in  his  saddle-bags  a 
little  purse,  containing  a  hundred  pounds  or  more  in  gold,  ho 
mounted  his  dark  bay  horse  one  fine  moiiiing,  Just  as  many  other 
men  at  that  time  who  wanted  grants  of  land  were  doing,  and  rode 
to  Portsmouth.  Uo  had  no  difficulty  in  gaining  access  to  His 
Honor  the  Governor,  and  when  he  had  shown  his  petition,  signed 
by  the  best  of  the  king's  subjects  who  lived  in  Kingston,  and  had 
Jingled  his  little  purse  of  gold  in  the  gubernatorial  car,  Tlis  Excel- 
lency^ was  dcliglilcd  to  grant  a  charter.  He  could  not  find  it  in 
his  heart  to  refuse  such  honorable  men,  and  withal  so  brave  sol- 
diers. How  wonderfully  does  gold  grease  the  wheels  of  all  enter- 
prises. 

"My  secretary  shall  write  you  a  charter  immediately,"  said 
His  Excellency,  and  the  Hon,  Theodore  Atkinson,  Jr.,  was  called 
and  directed  to  proceed  with  the  work.  TheodoitJ,  the  secretary, 
smiled  as  he  said  to  John  Page,  Esq.,  that  he  would  be  delighted 
to  place  his  own  name  among  the  list  of  the  honorable  grantees. 
Esquire  Page  could  only  reply  that  he  would  be  most  happy  to 
have  him,  and  then  the  govci*nor  rang  the  bell  and  directed  the 
servant  to  bring  three  bowls  of  rich  punch,  in  which  tliey  were  all 
very  much  pleased  to  drink  each  others'  health. 

In  the  meantime  the  charter  was  duly  written  out,  signed  by 
Bonning  Wentworth,  the  great  seal  afilxed,  handed  to  a  clerk  to 
bo  recorded,  and  John  Page,  Esq.,  bidding  the  governor  and  his 
secretary  good  day,  mounted  his  horse  and  went  home. 

Warren  tlien  had  a  legal  existi^nce.  It  had  been  marked  on 
the  map  and  named  nearly  two  years  previous,  and  was  then  polit- 
ic4illy  conceived.     The  \Mh  of  JxUy^  1763,  was  its  birthday, 

John  Puge,  JOsq.,  told  his  friends  the  grantees  what  ho  had 
done  and  promised  them,  as  the  governor  had  him,  that  they 


*Josinli  HnrtlctC  was  a  physician,  born  at  Amcslniry,  Mass.,  in  November, 
1730.  Tie  coninionred  pni«tict>.  in  Kingslon,  N.  11.,  became  an  active  politician,  a 
member  or  the  nrovincinl  IcglBlnturc,  also  of  tlie  committee  of  safety,  in  1776,  and 
at  the  close  of  that  year  a  memlier  of  tlie  continental  confrrcss.  He  was  afterward 
a  Judge  and  then  irovornor  of  New  Hampshire,  and  died  in  May,  17D6.  Uo  wm  at 
one  time  a  Colonel. 
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should  have  the  charier  iti  a  few  days.  But  they  were  destined  to 
wait.  They  could  not  hurry  the  governor,  and  his  secretary, 
''  The  Rt.  Hon.  Theodoi*e  Atkinson,  Jr.,"  had  so  much  hosiness 
on  liand  tlmt  neither  he  nor  his  clerks  could  possibly  find  time  to 
complete  tlie  work  of  recording  tlic  clmi'tor  of  Warren  until  the 
28th  January,  1764.  The  original  was  tlicn  forwarded  to  John 
Page,  Esq. 

That  night  he  met  his  friends  the  associate  grantees  at  Colonel 
Jonathan  6i*eeley's  inn.*  He  showed  tlie  pnze,  and  they  all 
seemed  exceedingly  well-pleased.  It  was  written  in  a  nice  round 
hand,  the  parchment  was  excellent,  a  blue  ribbon  was  attached, 
and  the  great  seal  of  the  royal  province  gave  it  regal  dignity  and 
legal  consequence. t 

*  Four  romls  nioct  in  Kiisi  KIukmUui,  N.  II.,  oiio  |iiiir  riiiiiiiiiff  iiurili  mid  MMiik, 
the  otlior  ohBi  auU  womI.  Oii  iiiu  iitUcr,  uiiu-rourlh  of  a  luilo  wcMt  ur  tliu  four  cor- 
nun  was  Ui«  CmIuhuI'm  holci.  It  mUmmI  ou  tiio  iioi-ih  hIUo  uf  lliu  rund.  lu  flronl 
iiiuliilutiiiK  UuIUh  mIu|H!4|  up  Ui  tliu  top  or  iliu  low  wou«kM|  IiUIm  in  iliu  hoiiUi.  whlk} 
to  tlio  uortli  tbuy  gnulually  doclintMl »  mile  awuy  to  tlio  low  boUoiu  UiuU.  For  Ally 
rodH  iu  ftrout  of  tlio  liouse  tlie  roiul  U  level,  boginuiug  to  donccuU  to  the  oaateni 
Vttlley  by  the  great  rock  oo  the  len,  and  to  tlio  western  by  the  old  burying-place. 
On  tlda  road  our  old  proprietom  tricil  tlio  speed  or  their  horses  after  town 


inn.  West  of  the  house  was  the  orchard.  The  house  Itself  was  a  large  two-story 
building,  eaves  to  the  road,  built  in  the  style  peculiar  to  tliose  days.  Two  square 
rooms  in  ft*ont— the  south-east  one  the  bar  room— a  long  dining-ball  or  kitchen  in 
the  rear,  and  behind  was  a  dairy  and  cook  room.  There  was  a  long  unfinished  hall 
up  stairs,  over  the  dining  room,  filled  with  be«ls  for  lodgers,  and  in  ftront  two  ftir- 
nfshed  chambers.  The  bar  room  and  dining  hall  were  ceiled  with  white  pine 
boards,  but  the  parlor  and  chamber  waUs  were  "  hung  with  rich  paper."  The 
house  was  built  over  about  twenty  years  ago,  but  the  same  materials  were  used, 
and  to-day  the  doors,  the  windows,  the  casings,  are  all  tlie  same  as  when  Colonel 
Greeley,  John  Pa^e,  Dr.  Bartlett,  and  Jeremy  Webster  first  assembled  at  the  propri- 
etors' meetings.  In  the  back  room  is  an  old  chest  of  drawers,  and  a  cupboard ;  also 
the  "  Dairy"  used  by  Colonel  Greeley's  family. 

t  CBAKTKR : 

l*rofHno€  of  New  Ifamp»kire^  George  tke  Thini^  by  the  Grace  qf  Ood,  ^  Qreai 
Britain^  France^  and  Ireiatulf  A'tnp,  Defender  of  the  Faith^  tfc. 

To  all  persons  to  whom  those  presents  shall  come,  greeting:  Know  ye  that  we 
of  our  special  grace,  certain  knowledge,  aud  incro  moliun,  fur  the  due  oncoura^ 
ment  of  settling  a  new  plantation  within  our  snid  province,  by  and  with  the  adviou 
of  our  triisiv  and  well  beluvod  ItoiiiiiiiK  Wcutwurth,  Kho.,  our  governor  and  nom- 
niniid<T-in'<'iii()rofoui*Hiiid  pruvliiceofNi'w  llnnipr<liiri*  in  Now  Kiiglniid.niMlof  our 
council  uf  the  said  province,  have  upon  tliucuiiditiuiiHiuid  reservations  licitiiuaftisr 
made,  given  and  grunted,  and  by  thetie  presents  for  us  our  heirs  and  successors  do 
give  and  grant  in  etiual  shares  unto  our  loving  subjects,  inhabitants  of  our  said 
province  of  New  llnmpMliire  and  our  other  govui-iniicitl8,  and  to  their  heini  and 
assigns  forever,  whoso  names  are  entei*od  on  this  grunt,  to  be  divided  to  and 
amongst  them  into  seventy-two  etjual  shores :  All  that  tract  or  parcel  of  la^d  situ- 
ate lying  and  being  witliin  our  said  province  of  New  llauipshire.  containing  by  ad- 
measurement twenty-two  thousand  ncrei>,  whicli  tract  iu  to  conlaiii  almost  six  milus 
square  and  no  more ;  out  of  which  an  alluwunce  is  to  be  mode  for  higliways  and 
unimproved  lands  by  rocks,  ponds,  mouniains,  and  rivers,  one  thousand  and  forty 
acres  ft'ee ;  according  to  a  plan  and  survey  thereof,  made  by  our  said  govemort 
order  and  returned  into  the  secretary's  office  and  hereunto  annexe4l,  l>uttod  and 
bounded  as  follows,  vis:  lieginnliig  at  the  uorUiwestorly  corner  of  lloinney, 
thence  running  north  twenty-four  degrees  east  five  miles  and  tlux>o-anarters  of  a 
mUe:  thence  turning  oflT  mm  running  north  lUly-eitfht  degrees  west,  six  milea  and 
one  iialf  mile  to  the  southeasterly  corner  of  liaverinU;   thence  south  twenty 
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In  tlio  maiiiicr  of  ilio  moBt  Rtniulanl  iiovolistR  wo  would  hero 
pause  aud  invito  iiio  gciitio  reader  to  look  with  us  over  tlie 
shoulders  of  Johu  Page,  Esq.,  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley,  and  their 
numerous  A*ionds  the  grantees,  at  tlus  mighty  instrument: 

Creorye  the  Third,  by  the  Oracc  of  God,  of  Great  BHU 
ain,  France f  and  Ireland,  King,  Di^ender  of  the  Faith,  Ac. 

Sucli  was  its  heading ;  aud  we  must  remember  that  they  lived 
in  good  old  provincial  times  and  that  George  III  was  their  king. 
How  glad  they  are  tliat  Governor  Wentworth  has  been  so  good  to 
them.    He  has  given  them  thirty-six  square  miles  of  tcrntory,  and 

degrees  west  five  inflos  nnd  thrco-qunrters  of  a  mile;  then  tiimlDg  off  again  and 
mnnhig  Hotith  llllv-nine  degrees  east  six  miles  to  the  comer  of  Romney  begun  at; 
and  that  the  same  be  and  hci*ebv  is  incorporated  into  a  township  by  the  name  of 
Warren,  and  the  inhabitants  that  do  or  shall  hereafter  inhabit  the  said  township 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  enfVauchised  with  and  entitled  to  all  and  every  privilege 
and  immunities  that  other  towns  within  our  province  by  law  exercise  and  eiOoy : 
and  Turthcr,  that  tlic  said  town  as  soon  as  tlierc  sliall  bo  fifty  families  resident  and 
settled  tliercin,  sliail  luivc  the  liberty  of  lioldiug  two  fhirs,  one  of  which  shall  be 
holden  on  tlie  [  ],  and  the  other  on  the  [  ].  annually:  which  fairs  are  not 

to  be  continued  longer  tlinn  the  respective  [  ]  following  the  said  [  ] ;  and 

that  as  soon  as  tlie  said  town  Hhall  consist  of  fifty  families  a  market  maybe  opened 
and  kept  one  or  more  days  in  each  week,  as  may  be  tiiought  most  advantageous  to 
the  inlmliitants ;  lUso  that  tlie  first  meeting  l*or  the  choice  of  town  ofUccrs,  agreeable 
to  the  laws  of  our  nnld  province,  shall  be  held  on  the  second  Wednesilay  of  Febru- 
ary next,  which  said  meeting  shall  be  notified  by  John  Page,  Esq.,  who  is  hereby 
also  appointed  the  moderator  of  the  said  first  meeting,  which  he  is  to  notify  and 
govern,  agreeably  to  the  laws  and  customs  of  our  said  province;  and  that  the 
annual  meeting  foi-ever  liereafter  for  the  choice  of  such  officers  for  said  town  shall 
be  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  Alarcli  annually :  To  have  and  to  hold  the  said  tract 
of  land,  as  above  expressed,  together  with  all  piivileges  and  appurtenances,  to 
them  aud  their  respective  heirs  and  assigns  forever,  upon  the  foUowing  conditions, 
▼iz: 

1st.  That  every  grantee,  his  heirs  or  assigns,  shnll  pinnt  and  cultivate  five 
acres  of  Innd  witliiu  tlio  term  of  Ave  ycnrs  for  every  fifty  acres  conUiined  in  his  or 
their  share  or  proportion  of  land  in  said  townshiu,  aud  continue  to  improve  and 
settle  the  same  by  additional  cultivation,  on  penalty  of  the  forfeiture  of  his  grant 
or  share  in  said  township  and  of  its  i*evcrting  to  us  our  heirs  and  successors,  to  be 
by  us  or  them  rcgranted  to  such  of  our  subjects  as  shall  effectually  settle  and  culti- 
vate the  snnie. 

34l.  That  all  white  or  other  pine  trees  within  the  said  township  fit  for  masting 
our  rt»yal  nnvy  1m*  carefully  prosiTVOd  for  that  us<«;  nn<l  none  be  cut  or  A>lle<l  with- 
out our  Hpccial  liccnMc  for'no  iloinK  HihI  Imil  and  obtained,  up<»u  penalty  of  the  for- 
feiture of  the  right  of  Hu<*.li  grantee  Ills  lieirs  and  aHHigns  to  us  our  heirs  and  sue- 
C4!ssors,  as  well  an  being  huIiJocI  to  the  penalty  of  any  act  or  acts  of  parliament 
that  now  are  or  shnll  Iicrenll4*r  he  enactotl. 

Sd.  That  b<*roi*c  anv  iliviHion  of  the  lanil  be  mmle  to  and  among  the  grantees  a 
tract  of  hind  iis  near  the  centre  of  said  township  as  the  land  will  admit  or  shall  bo 
reserved  and  marked  out  lor  town  lots,  one  of  which  ahall  be  allotted  to  each  gran- 
tee, of  the  coiilciitH  of  onr  acre. 

4th.  Yioliliiig  and  paying  tlieivfor  to  iih  our  heirs  ami  successors,  for  the  space 
of  ten  years  to  be  computed  from  the  date  liei-eof,  the  rant  of  one  car  of  Indian 
com  only,  on  the  twenty-IIllh  day  of  December  annually.  If  lawf\i11v  demanded; 
the  first  payiiuMit  to  1m*  made  on  the  tweiity-llltli  day  of  1>ecember,  iftCI. 

Tith.  Kvcry  proprietor,  setller,  or  inhabitant  shall  yield  and  pay  unto  us  our 
heirs  and  siiccessorH  yearly,  and  for  every  year  foraver  fVom  and  after  the  expira- 
tion of  ten  years  after  the  above  said  twenty-fifth  day  of  December,  namely,  on  the 
twenty-llflh  day  of  December  which  will  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1773,  one  shil* 
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dividod  it  into  soventy-two  oqnal  shares.  Tho  inimlMsr  of  acres 
is  twenty-two  thousand,  all  good  and  excellent  hmd.  \\y  Uie  way, 
they  have  never  seen  it  yet,  bat  then  certainly  most  of  it  must  be 
good,  for  has  he  not  made  an  allowance  for  highways  and  unim- 
proved lands,  by  reason  of  rocks,  ponds,  mountains,  and  rivers, , 
one  thousand  and  forty  acres  fi*ee? 

IIow  accurately  it  is  bounded.  Romney  is  its  southeast  cor- 
ner, and  Haverhill  its  northwest  comer;  so  we  know  that  both 
Romney  and  Haverhill  have  been  already  located  and  surveyed. 


ling  proclamation  money,  for  every  hundred  acres  he  8o  owns  setUcs  or  poieeatet 
and  80  in  proportion  Tor  a  greater  or  leas  tract  of  tho  said  land,  which  money  ahaU 
be  paid  by  the  respective  persons  abovesaid  their  heirs  or  assigns,  in  our  coanoil 
chaml>er  in  Portsmouth,  or  to  such  officer  or  officers  as  sliali  be  aupointed  to 
receive  the  same,  and  this  to  be  in  Ueu  of  all  other  rents  «nd  services  wliatever. 

In  testimony  wliereof  we  liave  caiisetl  tho  seal  of  our  said  province  to  be  here- 
unto affixed.  Witness  llonning  Wentworth,  Ksn.,  our  govcrnt»r  and  coromaudor- 
in-cliiof  of  our  said  nrovincc,  tliu  14tli  tiny  uf  Jul  v.  in  tho  yuar  uf  our  Lonl  Christ 
one  thousand  seven  liuuilroil  and  sixty*throo»  and  in  tho  thinl  year  of  our  ruigu. 


[L.  8.] 
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By  Ills  Kxcelloncy's  conunand,  with  advice  of  Ck>uncil— 

T.  Atkinson,  Jun.,  Secretary. 

Province  of  New  Ilampshlre,  Jan.  SStli.  1704. 

Bucortlo«l  in  tho  Boole  of  Clinrtors,  Mo.  3,  pages  78, 70. 

T.  ATKINSON,  JUN.,  Secretary. 


TIIIC  NAMSS  OV  TUB  01UNTKK8  OW  WAUUKN : 


Aamuel  Page, 
Moses  Page, 
John  Page,  Jun., 
Kphraim  Page, 
Kuoch  Page, 
BenJ.  French,  Jun., 
Aai*on  Clough,  Jun., 
Silas  Nowol. 
David  Morrill, 
Nathaniel  Currier, 
Buiijumlu  Ciuugh, 
Henry  Morrill. 
Jacob  Hook,  Bsq., 
Josiah  BartlcU, 
Joseph  Whitcher, 
BeulMjn  French, 
Hmiiucl  OAgtHHl, 
ThuniOM  True, 
David  Clougli, 
Daniel  Page, 
Peter  Colli  u,  Jun., 
William  Parker,  Jr.,  Esq., 
Capt.  Thomas  Pierce, 


John  Page.  Ssq^ 
Jona.  Greeley,  Bsq., 
James  Graves. 
Joseph  Blancnard,  Bsq., 
Capt.  John  Hazen, 
Bpnraim  Brown, 
Joseph  Page, 
Belcher  Dole, 
Beuben  True, 
Stephen  Webster, 
John  Darlinff, 
Capt.  John  Parker, 
Jona.  Greeley,  8d, 
Bnoch  Chase, . 
Lemuel  Stevens, 
Abel  Davis, 
Capt.  Gcon^o  Marsh, 
Bbenezer  Moirill. 
True  worthy  Ladil, 
William  Whitcher, 
Kbeuezer  Collins, 
Ebenezer  Page, 
James  Nevins,  Esq., 

His  Excellency  Benning  Wentworth  a  tract  of  land  to  contain  five  hundred 
acres,  as  marked  B.  W.  on  the  plan,  which  is  to  be  accounted  two  of  the  with- 
in shares.  One  whole  share  Tor  tliu  incorporutoii  societv  for  tlio  propagation  of 
the  g(>S|>cl  in  Toroign  parts.  One  shni-u  lor  u  glul»u  for  llie  Clinrcli  of  England, 
as  bv  law  establislietl.  One  share  fur  tlio  lirst  settled  minister,  and  one  shara 
for  tue  boocllt  of  a  school  in  said  town  forever. 

Province  of  New  Hampshire,  Jan.  28th.  1701. 

Bocordod  in  the  Book  of  Charters,  Mo.  3,  page  80. 

T.  Atkinson,  Jun.,  Secretary. 
*  IN.H.  Hist.  Col.  SSS. 
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Tbe  next  fact  that  mcot*  tJio  oyo  is,  "  That  the  Baiao  bo  oiid 
boroby  !a  iiicoi'portitoil  into  n  towiisliiii  by  tlio  lutiuo  or 


John  I'agc,  Jr.,  must  here  hnvo  aekcd  his  venerable  sire  wh^ 
it  WM  HO  cnllcd.  Triulilioii  Iiur  it  that  Jobn  i'ngc,  8v.,  replied 
tliat  ho  liad  coiivcriicil  with  the  f^uvttnioi-  uboul  Iho  origin  uf  Uio 
uainc,  and  tliat  His  Kxcollcncy  itifornicd  him  Uiat  tlio  survcyori 
of  tlio  "  King'B  Wooda,"  wlio  Jiod  visited  tlio  tuwnehip  to  C8tol>- 
lisb  Uic  lines,  rciiorlcd  that  It  was  a  boanlifu]  land,  ftill  of  rabbits, 
where  iintiirc  had  secniiiigly  aiiimiprintcd  a  piece  of  ground  to 
tboir  breeding  and  preservation. 

Dr.  Josiob  UaHlett,  who  was  learned  in  Indian  as  well  as 
medical  lore,  interrn)itcd  and  anid  ho  auppoaed  it  ninnt  bo  u  place 
granted  by  the  Uitclie  Muiiitu,  the  Indian  god  who  hod  his  homo 
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on  the  BQininits  of  the  lofty  monntainB  round  abont,  to  the  red 
sons  of  the  forest  in  which  to  keep  all  their  "  beastes,"  fowls,  and 
fish ;  **  For/'  said  he,  '<  all  the  jolly  hunters  say  that  the  woods  are 
fhll  of  moose,  deer,  bear,  and  other  game,  that  wild  ducks  swim 
on  the  rivers  and  ponds,  and  that  every  stream  is  alive  witli  the 
speckled  trout  and  golden  salmon." 

John  Page,  Esq.,  further  said  that  Ilis  Excellency  told  him 
that  he  was  also  influenced  to  bestow  the  name,  Warren,  upon  this 
tract  of  wild,  mountainous  country,  out  of  respect  for  his  friend, 
Admiral  Warren,  of  <<  Louisbu^g  notoriety."  He  wished  to  honor 
the  admiral,  because  he  had  greatly  aided  the  Now  ITampshiro  and 
Massachusetts  troops  in  wi*esting  that  almost  impregnable  fortress 
fh>m  tlio  French. 

Now  we  desire  to  caution  our  readers  against  putting  too 
much  faitli  in  tlio  above  very  plausible  Inulitious.  We  have  a 
pretty  theory  of  our  own  in  relation  to  the  matter,  and  it  is  but 
natural  that  we  should  want  to  give  it  a  place  in  this  most  ambi- 
tious history.  It  is  this:  Old  England  has  a  borough  named 
Warren,  and  there  was  then  a  town  of  WaiTon  in  neaiiy  every 
other  royal  province,  and  it  was  and  is  extremely  fashionable  to 
bestow  this  beautiful  name,  signifying  a  rabbit  borough,  u^ion  a 
handsome  and  fertile  tract  of  country ;  therefoi*e  Ilis  Excellency, 
imitating  the  motlier-land  and  the  royal  govcrnora  of  other  loyal 
provinces,  named  this  beautiful  and  fertile  grant,  given  to  John 
Page,  Esq.,  and  sixty-five  others — Wari-en. 

Wo  cannot  conclude  this  subject  of  etymology  without  notic- 
ing the  opinion  of  the  learned  Deacon  Asa  McFurland,  so  long  the 
able  editor  of  the  New  IIanipsliii*e  Statesman,  and  a  nieuiber  of  tlio 
New  Hampshire  Historical  Society.  He  gravely  asserts  that  the 
town  is  named  for  and  after  General  Joseph  Warren,  Avho  fell  a 
martyr  for  his  country  at  Bunker  Hill.*  lUit  as  General  Warren 
was  but  a  stripling  in  17()l,  and  probably  unknown  to  our  goml 
governor,  and  as  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill  was  not  fought  until 
fourteen  years  after  Benning  Weutworth  had  retired  from  office, 
and  even  his  loyal  successor  had  taken  French  leave  of  his  most 
royal  province,  we  can  but  conclude  that  our  most  wise  editor 
was  entirely  correct  in  the  matter,  and  would  enjoin  ui>ou  our 

*S6e  flies  of  the  New  Hampshire  Stutcsiimn. 
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renders  to  pnt  the  utmost  confidence  in  the  learned  deacon's 
opinion. 

Haying  thus  profoundly  shown  how  the  name  of  our  Httle 
hamlet  odginated,  we  will  proceed  to  examine  with  John  Page, 
Esq.,  and  the  nnmnrous  other  grnnteos,  into  the  Airthor  mysteries 
of  their  great  and  mighty  instrument,  the  charter. 

The  next  ftict  learned  is  that  the  future  inliabitants  of  said 
townsliip — once  called  in  the  charter  ^^ a  new  plantations^ — are 
hereby  declared  to  be  enfrancliised  with  and  entitled  to  all  and 
every  privilege  and  immunity  that  other  towns  within  *'  our  prov- 
ince "  exercise  and  enjoy. 

This  was  kind.  But  Ilis  Excellency,  the  geographer,  was 
determined  to  do  more  for  John  Page,  Esq.,  and  his  friends  than 
was  customary.  The  governor  loved  them  exceedingly;  they  had 
been  so  good  as  to  bring  a  larger  bog  of  gold  than  was  usual.  He 
therefore  ordered  "The  Rt.  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinson,  Jun.,  Esq." 
to  insert  the  i)rovision,  "That  as  soon  as  there  shall  be  fifty  fam- 
ilies resident  and  settled  in  town  they  shall  have  the  liberty  of 
holding  two  fairs.s*    This  would  make  the  land  sell  better. 

It  was  a  glorious  privilege,  and  all  the  grantees  imagined — 
and  some  of  them  had  excellent  imaginations — how  like  old 
Derryfield  or  the  fairs  of  England  and  Ireland,  or  like  the  Olym- 
pic, Pythian,  iRthmian  or  Nemean  games  of  classic  Greece,  their 
semi-annual  gatherings  should  be  held,  when  the  farmers  could 
sell  and  swap  horics,  run  horse  and  foot  races,  wrestle  and  box, 
climb  slippery  poles,  and  pursue  greased  pigs ;  while  at  even-tide 
the  youths  and  maidens  should  dance  on  the  village  green,  or  wilr 
ness  the  wild  acts  of  improvised  athletes,  and  listen  to  the  sweet 
songs  of  wandering  minstrels. 

That  there  might  be  no  doubt  coricenung  the  governor's  sin- 
cere friendship  he  also  caused  to  be  inserted  the  authority  "  That 
a  market  may  be  opened  and  kept  one  or  more  days  in  each  week, 
as  may  be  thought  most  advantageous  to  the  inhabitants." 

What  a  happy  idea  was  this:  The  village  green  should  1>e 
alive  with  horses,  beeves,  sheep,  and  hogs,  with  loads  of  hay  and 
grain  and  wood,  and  long  rows  of  stalls  where  marketmen  and 
marketwomen,  carrying  well  filled  baskets,  could  buy  and  sell 
poultry,  fish,  meats,  and  vegetables  of  every  sort  and  kind. 
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But  there  mnst  be  a  few  conditions.  The  privileges  must  not 
be  all  on  one  side.  If  the  grantees  do  not  hasten,  the  town  will 
not  flourish  with  a  rich  and  teeming  population,  and  the  quit- 
rents,  ears  of  corn,  and  proclamation  money  will  not  come  in  fast 
enough,  and  tlio  royal  govcnior  and  his  secretary  cannot  ride  in 
their  coaches  and  build  tlieir  palaces  on  the  shore  of  the  smiling 
lake  as  they  would  like.    So  it  Avas  stipulated : 

1st.  That  eoery  grantee  for  every  fifty  acres  he  owns  shall  with- 
in the  term  of  five  years  jpton^  and  cultivate  Jive  acres  of  land. 

2d.  That  all  pine  trees  fit  for  masting  our  royal  navy  shall  be 
carefully  preserved. 

3d.  That  a  town  lot  one  acre  in  size  shall  be  laid  out  near  the 
centre  of  the  town  for  each  grantee. 

4th.  That  for  ten  years  each  grantee  shall  pay  the  rent  of  one 
ear  of  Indian  com  annually. 

5th.  That  after  ten  years  each  grantee  shall  annually  pay  for 
every  hundred  acres  owned  one  shilling  proclamation  money. 

We  are  thus  particular  to  put  all  these  conditions  into  our 
most  important  history  because  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
governor  put  them  all  in  the  charter. 

Then  in  the  most  gracious  manner  possible  the  governor 
reserved  for  himself  only  one  lot  containing  five  hundred  acres, 
and  he  was  very  particular  to  have  it  marked  on  tlic  little  plan  of 
the  town  accompan}ing  the  charter.  But  he  hod  the  misfortune 
to  locate  it  in  a  very  poor  place,  owing  no  doubt  to  his  gi-eat  skill 
in  geography.  Wachipaulva  pond,  the  pracipitous  face  of  Web- 
ster Slide  mountain,  and  the  blueberry  patch  on  its  summit,  con- 
stituted the  good  gentleman's  reservation. 

Governor  Wentworth  was  an  excellent  man.  He  belonged  to 
Uie  high  church  of  England;  and  withul  was  piously  inclined.  So 
he  told  his  brother-in-law  the  honomble  secretary  to  reserve  one 
whole  share  ^^  for  the  incorporated  society  for  the  propagation  of 
the  gospel  in  foreign  parts,"  ''one  share  for  a  glebe  for  the  Clmrch 
of  England  as  by  law  established,"  and  ''one  share  for  the  first 
settled  minister." 

But  not  an  acre  did  he  give  to  the  witch-hanging,  ear-crop- 
ping, cheek-branding,  bundling  puritans,  as  he  called  them,  nor 
to  the  Scotch  covenanters.    Not  he!    He  did  not  believe  in  them. 
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But  ho  did  believe  in  education ,  and  was  very  willing  to  do 
fM>nietliing  for  coming  generationn,  eflpccially  when  other  people 
[mid  the  cxpeiif<e8;  and  no  he  ordered  in  addition  that  ''one  Bharo 
flhonld  bo  appropriated  for  tlie  benefit  of  a  school  in  said  town 
forever.*' 

How  satisfactory  were  all  these  conditions,  provisions,  and 
roseiTationSy  and  how  well  John  Page,  Esq.,  Colonel  Jonathan 
Oreelcy,  and  all  thoir  friends  felt  that  night.  Visions  of  broad 
acres  and  riches  without  limit,  accruing  from  great  sales  of  land 
and  from  rents,  floated  before  them.  The  entii-e  brood  was  reck- 
oned up  before  a  single  chicken  had  burst  the  shell,  and  with 
characteristic  liberality  drinks  and  viands  were  ordered  up. 
Bowls  of  hot  punch  and  mugs  of  good  old  fashioned  flip  circulated 
freely,  and  with  song  and  jest  and  shout  the  time  flew  fast.  The 
moon  had  gone  down  in  the  west  and  the  stars  were  dimming 
when  these  future  lords  of  the  soil  separated  for  their  homes. 


CnAPTKR  IV. 

OFBAOBR  MKN — nOW  T11RY  HKLD  8KVKRAL  MKKTINOS  —  AT.SO  OF  A 
GAY  AND  FBSnVB  OORPORATION  DINNKR — CONCLUDING  WITO  A 
POWERFUL  EFFORT  TO  OBTAIN  A  SURVEYOR  OF  THE  *'  KING'S 
WOODS." 

D^OW  there  shall  be  no  more  delay.    The  long  summer  and 

antnmn  had  passed,  and  part  of  the  winter  had  gone,  since  the 
risit  of  John  Page,  Esq.,  to  Portsmouth,  and  it  did  seem  to  the 
anxious  grantees  that  the  Rt.  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinson,  Esq.,  liad 
not  the  slightest  regard  for  their  feelings  and  desire  for  gain,  else 
he  would  have  recorded  and  foi'warded  the  charter  sooner.  No 
more  time  should  be  lost;  a  meeting  must  forthwith  be  called. 
At  the  gathering  at  the  inn  of  mine  host.  Colonel  Jonathan  Gree- 
ley, the  grantees  one  and  all  had  importuned  John  Page,  Esq.,  to 
make  all  possible  haste,  post  the  notices,  and  let  them,  the  eager 
grantees,  immediately  assemble. 

John  Page,  ICsq.,  did  so,  Agreeably  to  the  pravisions  of  the 
charter,  and  in  Just  ten  days  after  it  was  ixscordcd,  on  February 
8th,  1764,  Colonel  Jonathan  Greeley's  lively  inn  was  honored  by 
the  great  initiatory  meeting. 

The  proprietors  of  our  little  mountain  hamlet  assembled  in 
fhll  numliers.  ]<]vcn  Moses  Greeley,  of  Salisbury,  Avas  present. 
At  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  they  were  ready  for  business,  and  John  Page, 
Esq.,  as  directed  by  the  charter,  called  the  meeting  to  order. 

It  was  held  in  the  long  dining  hall  back  of  the  parlor  and  the 
tap-room.  A  bright  fire  was  blazing  on  the  open  hearth,  there 
were  benches  around  the  hall  on  which  the  men  were  to  sit,  while 
some  of  the  more  chilly  gatiiered  standing  about  the  fire.    An  old 
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tabic  was  placed  upou  a  little  platform  at  one  end  of  the  hall,  and 
by  it  sat  John  Page,  Esq.  Happing  upon  it  with  hie  knnckles  he 
called  the  meeting  to  order  and  immediately  the  hum  of  conversa- 
tion ceased. 

From  the  time  of  his  return  from  Portsmouth  he  hod  kept 
close  possession  of  the  charter,  and  now  drawing  it  forth  he  pro- 
ceeded to  read  it  at  Icngtli.  When  ho  had  iinished  a  buzz  was 
heard  about  the  room,  as  is  usual  at  town  meetings,  but  Esquire 
Pago  again  rapped  upon  tlie  table  and  proceeded  to  remark  that 
the  first  business  in  order  would  be  the  choosing  of  a  town  clerk; 
and  the  proper  way  to  proceed  would  be  to  elect  him  by  ballot. 
He  therefore  i*equestod  that  written  ballots  might  be  prepared  and 
forwarded.  Upon  counting  them  it  was  found  that  Jeremy  "Web- 
ster had  received  the  whole  number,  and  it  was  declared  that 
Jeremy  Webster  was  unanimously  elected.  In  a  like  manner 
Jeremy  Webster,  Colonel  Jonathan  Greeley,  and  Lieutenant  James 
Graves  were  chosen  selectmen.  It  was  then  voted  that  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  proinictors  of  Warren  should  be  held  on  the  first 
Wednesday  of  March,  and  that  the  next  one  should  bo  held  at  the 
inn  of  mine  host,  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley,  on  the  7th  of  March, 
1764,  that  date  falling  on  the  said  first  Wednesday.  The  meeting 
was  then  dissolved. 

But  the  proprietors  did  not  disperse.  It  was  the  first  corpora- 
tion meeting  and  tliere  must  be  a  corporation  dinner.  John  Page, 
Esq.,  himself  says  that  two  long  tables  were  set  in  the  very  hall  in 
which  the  meeting  was  held.  The  plates,  knives,  spoons,  pewter- 
platl^rs,  mugs,  and  service,  all  brought  from  England,  were 
arrayed  with  niatlioniatical  exactness.  Jtoast  beef,  spare  ribs, 
turkeys,  and  chickens ;  chicken  pies,  plum  puddings,  mince  pies, 
apple  pies,  cakes,  sauce,  and  savory  viands  of  all  kinds,  including 
without  doubt  sundry  i)ot8  of  baked  beans  contrasted  with  huge 
loaves  of  Indian  meal  bread,  fairly  caused  the  festive  board  to 
groan. 

John  Page,  ICsq.,  also  says  that  ho  himself  sat  at  the  head  of 
one  table,  and  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley  at  the  other,  and  that  each 
man  carved  for  himself,  as  was  the  fashion  in  ''ye  ancient  time." 
As  beef,  pork,  and  fowl  rapidly  disappeared,  what  cheer  was 
there — what  jokes  tliey  cracked — how  rich  they  felt — and  how 
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fast  flew  tho  time.  And  then  the  hissing  hot  punch  was  brought 
in,  and  first  of  all,  every  one  standing,  they  drank  King  Creorge's 
health.  Then  the  song,  tho  jest,  the  laugh,  and  the  licaltli  of  our 
good  governor  was  not  forgotten.  To  cacli  other  long  life,  hap- 
piness, and  riches  were  drank,  and  the  short  houra  flew  swiftly  by 
until  one  by  one  our  worthy  proprietors  had  drank  tliemselves 
sober  and  had  departed  their  several  ways.  The  cxi>en8c  of  this 
and  all  other  meetings  was  paid  out  of  the  proprietors'  stock.* 

It  was  a  worthy  company  that  look  sup|>er  at  Co\.  (irocloy's 
inn.  The  presence  of  tho  Ut.  Hon.  Theodore  Atkinson,  Jun.,  tho 
Hon.  Josiah  Bartlett,  afterwards  governor  of  Now  Ifanipshiro, 
Col.  Jonathan  Greeley,  a  man  of  much  influence,  John  Page,  Esq., 
and  a  host  of  other  good  and  notablo  men,  made  a  most  respecta- 
ble meeting. 

Of  course  not  many  plans  Avcro  made,  for  according  to  the 
vote  another  meeting  was  soon  to  be  hold,  at  Avhich  a  programme 
was  to  be  fully  discussed  and  adopted. 

Consider  for  a  moment  this  flrat  meeting  of  our  forefathers. 
All  northern  New  Hampshire  was  tlien  a  wilderness.  Tlie  little 
hamlet  of  Warren  was  chalked  on  the  map,  but  thei*o  was  no  road 
to  it  or  through  it;  notliing  but  an  Indian  trail.  A  few  settlers 
had  Just  set  themselves  down  by  the  Connecticut  river,  at  tlio 
Coos  intervals,  and  twenty  miles  away  the  llobarts  and  tho  Web- 
sters  were  building  the  first  camps  on  the  Pomigowassett.  King 
George  ruled  tlie  British  empire,  and  the  western  world  but  com- 
posed his  royal  provinces.  The  king's  head  ornamented  all  tho 
coin  of  tho  realm,  and  even  on  Jonathan  Greeley's  sign  was 
painted  the  English  coat  of  arms.  No  dreams  of  independence 
flitted  through  their  brains  then ;  all  wci*e  loyal  subjects. 

Riches  wore  what  the  proprietors  wanted,  and  so  when  the 
first  Wednesday  of  Marqh,  17G4,  came  they  were  nearly  all  present 
and  eager  for  action.    How  avarice  will  spur  men  on. 

The  meeting  being  called  to  order  in  the  same  old  hall,  John 
Page,  Esq.,  was  chosen  viodet^ator ;  Jeremy  Webster,  clerk;  Jos- 
eph Whitcher,  constable;  Capt.  Ephraim  Brown,  Col.  Jonathan 
Greeley,  and  Jeremy  Webster,  selectmen;  Capt.  Stephen  Webster, 
Joseph  Pago,  and  Ebenezer  Stevens,  surveyors  of  highwat/s;  and 

*  8eo  Proprietoni'  Records. 
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that  there  mi^lit  be'  no  delay  they  determiiiod  to  choose  a  com- 
mittee to  mil  the  lines  round  nbout  the  township  and  view  the 
land.  For  this  purpose  they  chose  John  Page,  Esq.,  Lt.  James 
Graves,  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley,  Capt.  John  Hazen,  and  Captain 
Stephen  Webster,  They  were  authorized  to  procure  a  surveyor 
and  other  ncccsRar}"  assistanfi^  and  to  proceed  innnediately  to  the 
bn.sinc8H.  Our  first  nniiual  town  iiicetin<^,  at  whicli  these  fourteen 
men  were  iinniorfalized  by  being  elected  to  such  important ofHces, 
was  then  adjourned.  Every  q|ie  now  believed  that  the  work 
would  go  bravely  on  and  that  soon  the  land  would  be  all  sold  and 
settled — and  then  how  rirJi  they  would  be. 

Our  valorous  coniniiUoo,  chosen  to  run  the  lines  and  view  the 
lands,  did  indeed  go  to  work  in  a  bold  and  enterprising  manner. 
They  made  application  to  every  trusty  and  skillful  surveyor  in  the 
country,  but  to  no  purpose.  They  were  all  engaged  running 
town  lines  and  lotting  lands  for  other  proprietors.  The  committee 
even  made  sundry  and  divers  journeys  across  the  border  to  the 
land  of  Massachusetts  Bay  to  see  if  they  could  find  one,  but  with- 
out any  better  success.  The  whole  summer  went  by,  and  when 
autumn  came  they  were  thoroughly  convinced  that  among  other 
requisites  a  considerable  sum  of  money  was  necessary  to  secure 
the  sei*vices  of  so  important  a  x)ersonage  as  a  surveyor  had  now 
got  to  bo. 

Accordingly  a  tliird  meeting  was  called  and  licldontliol7thof 
September,  1701,  wlicn  it  was  voted,  *'That  a  dollar  (or  its  equiv- 
alent in  pai)er  currency,)  be  paid  upon  each  right  in  order  to  fur- 
nish and  pay  the  fore-mentioned  committee  when  they  should  act 
for  running  the  linos  nbout  the  township."  That  there  should  bo 
no  mistake  this  time.  Col.  Jonathan  Ctreeley  was  chosen  treasurer, 
U)  collect  Mild  pay  out  the  inoin^y  for  that  purpose. 

Ihit  prosperity  did  not  smile  upon  them.  Although  the  hon- 
oriible  committee  labored  with  all  their  might,  still  no  surveyor 
was  procured.    The  year  went  by  and  nothing  was  done. 

Consequently  when  the  selectmen,  as  in  duty  bound,  on  the 
19th  of  February,  170o,  warned  another  meeting  to  be  held  on  the 
Gth  of  ^larch  following,  they  inserted  an  article  in  the  warrant, 
"To  vote  what  the  proprietors  will  further  do  relative  to  the  com- 
mittee chosen  last  year  and  the  business  they  were  to  transact." 
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This  was  tho  mighty  qnestion.  Every  grantee  considered  it 
most  thoroughly.  At  the  6th  of  March  meeting,  hold  at  the  inn  of 
Col.  JonaUian  Greeley,  they  voted  nnauimously  <<That  the  propri- 
etors' committee  run  the  lines  about  the  township  as  formerly 
determined ;  they  are  to  begin  tho  work  about  tho  first  of  Juno 
next,  and  to  proceed  in  the  business  as  fast  as  possible,  and  if  they 
need  assistance  they  are  hei'eby  authorized  to  get  it." 

Now  they  will  surely  act — no,  gently,  not  yet.  They  cannot 
get  a  surveyor  any  more  than  last  year,  although  tho  most  strenu- 
ous efforts  are  made.  The  summer  again  goes  by  and  the  lines 
are  not  run.  Some  of  the  proprietors  who  had  paid  liberally  were 
indignant,  and  said  this  would  not  answer. 

The  last  of  August  the  rulers  of  the  praprietary,  otherwise 
the  distinguished  selectmen  for  that  year,  call  another  meeting. 
It  is  to  be  held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  September,  1765.  Tho 
proprietors  were  alarmed.  They  had  contributed  to  the  little 
purse  of  gold  for  the  governor,  they  had  paid  for  corporation  din- 
ners, they  had  been  assessed  for  contingent  expenses;  these  had 
all  been  outgoes,  but  not  a  penny  liiul  they  received.  Itcsidcs,  the 
conditions  of  the  charter,  osiieciully  that  one  requiring  that  Hie 
town  should  be  settled  in  five  years,  had  not  been  fulfilled,  and 
if  much  more  precious  time  was  wasted  all  would  be  lost.  The 
proprietors  met  as  directed,  this  time  at  Jacob  Curi'ier's  inn,  in 
South  Hampton,  and  not  at  Col.  Greeley's;  but  they  did  nothing 
but  talk.  After  a  long  discnssion  tiicy  adjourned  to  meet  again  in 
one  week  at  the  same  place. 

Being  met  again  and  the  meeting  called  to  order,  John  Page, 
Esq.,  said  that  he  had  some  good  news  to  communicate.  lie  then 
announced  that  by  good  fortune  the  proprietors'  committee  had 
secured  the  services  of  an  excellent  suiTcyor  and  assistants.  This 
piece  of  information  was  gi*eeted  with  applause,  and  the  whole 
proprietary  felt  so  good  that  both  flip  and  punch  were  ordered  up 
and  every  one  drank  to  his  heart's  content.f 

It  was  then  voted  that  when  the  meeting  adjourn  it  be  to  meet 
on  the  third  Tuesday  of  October,  17C5,  to  hear  the  Airthcr  report 
of  the  committee.    Some  one  then  suggesting  that  they  had  bettor 
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meet  nt  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley's  ngain,  a  motion  to  tliat  olTect  was 
])asBcd  with  almost  an  unanimous  vote,  only  a  few  of  Jacob 
Cnrrier's  friends  dissenting,  as  they  wanted  him  to  have,  the 
prolits  of  the  meetings.  But  the  majonty  remembered  the  good 
things  in  Col.  Greeley's  larder  and  bar:  they  believed  also  that  the 
good  will  of  his  place  had  much  to  do  with  success.  Thus  the 
hope  of  gain  combiued  Avith  a  longing  for  the  flesh-pots  of  Egypt 
succeeded. 

There  shall  be  no  more  delay.  The  committee,  no  longer  fur- 
nished with  excuses,  must  act  at  once,  and  we  shall  now  have  the 
I)leasure  of  accompanying  the  valiant  little  surveying  party  far  to 
the  uorth  for  a  delightful  stroll  in  the  great  wilderuess  of  the 
future  towu  of  Warren. 


CHAPTER  V. 

HOW  THE  LINES  WERE  KC7N  ROUND  ABOUT  WARREN — A  CAMP  IN 
THE  FOREST — A  ROARING,  RAtiINU  KQUINOCTIAL  8TORU  WORTH 
SEEING,  AND  A  REPORT  OF  THE  WHOLE  AFFAIR  UY  SURVEYOR 

LEAvrrr. 

And  now  John  Page,  Esq.,  and  his  associutos  move  in 
Uicir  work,  mid  Bciijauiiu  LcuviU,  the  exxcliuiiL  Kiirvoyor  whom 
tliey  had  hired,  together  witli  liis  assist-ants,  are  soon  i*cady. 

The  committoe  accompany  him,  and  one  hrigiit  morning  we 
find  the  little  surveying  party  breaking  camp  beside  Sfinson  pond, 
on  the  east  side  of  Mount  Carr,  and  wending  tlieir  way  by  the 
blazed  line  to  the  northeast  corner  of  the  town  of  Komney. 

They  found  and  established  that  point  of  our  little  mountain 
hamlet.  Its  lines  had  before  been  chalked  on  the  map,  but  now 
its  bounds  were  to  be  set  up,  and  tlie  trees  blazed  to  show  the 
course. 

They  first  traced  the  east  line,  following  along  upon  tlio 
eastern  slope  of  Mount  Carr.  At  noon  Ihcy  halted  for  dinner  on 
the  shores  of  Glen  upper  pond.  No  clearings  were  visible.  Thei-c 
are  none  to  be  seen  to-day.  The  same  wildness,  Ihe  same  solitude 
witnessed  by  John  Page,  Esq.,  Benj.  Lcavltt,  and  Ihcir  associates, 
when  they  stood  by  that  little  circular  pond  a  hundred  years  ago, 
exists  there  now.  Tlie  deer  and  the  bear  then  came  to  drink  of 
its  water.  The  bear  drinks  there  io-day,  and  the  niulMed  fawn 
and  the  antlered  buck  now  crop  the  grass  upon  the  moist  shore 
the  same  as  then.  There  Avere  moose  (here  then,  but  there  are 
none  there  now. 
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At  night  they  camped  on  tho  side  of  Mt.  Kinoo.  The  morrow 
Bftw  thoin  acroM  Ciishman  inoniitaiii  to  the  noHhcabt  corner,  saw 
Micni  tnivclinj^  down  the  slope  of  Ml. .Ayalcrnonicc,  on  Ihc  north 
line,  to  the  Asqnanichumauko  river.  That  night  tlicy  camiMsd  by 
tlie  roaring  torrent.  The  third  day  they  crossed  the  spur  of 
Moosehillock,  passed  tlio  head  waters  of  Berry  and  Oliverian 
brooks,  climbed  tlie  precipitous  Webster  Slide,  and  sundown 
found  thcni  cnnipcd  by  a  little  stream  that  flowed  down  into 
Tarleton  lake.  Across  the  lake  or  around  it,  down  over  Piermont 
nionntain,  lenving  Eastman  ponds  to  the  east  and  including  them 
in  Warren,  to  the  southwest  corner,  and  there  they  camped  tho 
night  of  the  (ourth  day.  Eastward  over  Sentinel  mountain,  across 
Martin  brook,  then  so  called  from  a  hunter  who  had  trapped  upon 
it,  and  over  the  spur  of  Beech  hill  to  the  Asquamchumauko  river 
again.  Here  the  quick  eye  of  Surveyor  Leavitt  noted  the  old 
Indian  trail.  It  was  about  tAvo  o'clock  in  theaflernoon.  Leaving 
their  surveying  instruments  in  a  safe  place  they  followed  the  trail 
up  tho  river  for  two  miles,  crossed  Iho  mouth  of  Black  brook — 
tho  Mikaseota — and  at  tho  end  of  the  ridge  between  the  brook 
and  the  river  they  camped  for  the  night. 

Tradition,  that  most  trustworthy  historian,  has  it  that  while 
they  were  cooking  their  supper  John  Page,  Esq.,  followed  up 
Black  brook  a  few  rods  to  whei*e  tliero  was  a  little  white  fall  leap- 
ing over  the  mica  slate  rock,  and  shot  a  deer  which  had  come 
there  to  drink,  the  sun  being  about  half-an  hour  high.  Tho  sar- 
Toying  party  had  an  extra  supper  that  night.  Flashing  knives 
carved  out  the  choicest  morsels,  and  by  their  campfire  tliat  gleamed 
through  the  woods  they  sat  for  long  hours  telling  old  legends  and 
bloody  talcs  of  Indian  wars. 

The  next  morning  they  crossed  tho  valley  and  climbed  tlio 
hill,  came  back  and  followed  the  trail  to  Runaway  pond,  tlien 
back  and  ui)  the  valley  to  Berry  brook.  At  nigh^  they  had  re- 
turned to  their  camp  again  on  tho  end  of  the  ridge.  The  land  in 
the  valley  was  good,  and  the  great  pine  trees  on  the  plain,  where 
the  connnon  is  now,  some  of  them  more  than  two  hundred  feet 
high,  in  whose  cones  they  heard  the  autumn  wind  siglung,  were 
the  objects  of  their  especial  admiration.  But  they  could  only 
admire  them.     Tho  surveyor  of  tlio  kii^y^s  woods  had  marked 
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them  'wiili  ibo  broail  arrwp,  uiid  llioy  could  only  be  used  for 
masting  the  royal  navy. 

They  had  gone  to  sleep,  their  camii-fii'o  burning  brightly  iu 
the  darkness.  Ilours  of  quiet  went  by,  when  suddenly  John 
Page,  Esq.,  started  up.  What  was  that?  Was  it  the  howl  of  tlio 
wolf,  the  cry  of  the  catamount,  or  the  wcU-nigh  forgotten  but 
terrible  whoop  of  the  savage?  lie  listened  fur  a  niumcnt  but 
heard  nothing  save  the  muimer  of  tlie  brook  and  the  i-iTcr,  which 
united  Just  below  them.  Soon  a  flash  of  lightning  lighted  up  the 
forest,  followed  by  the  low  deep  rumble  of  thunder  behind  the 
western  mountain.  A  moment  more,  others  having  been  aroused, 
and  a  sharp  flash  blinded  their  eyes,  followed  by  another,  which 
in  turn  was  succeeded  by  a  crash  of  thunder  louder  and  more 
stunning  than  any  they  had  ever  befoi-e  heai*d.  Mount  Carr 
echoed  back  tlie  terrible  peal,  and  then  the  rain  poured  down  in 
torrents. 

Our  little  sui*veying,  land-locating,  fortune-hunting  party 
were  now  all  wide  awake.  Their  Are  was  out,  their  camp  leaked, 
and  almost  in  less  tlian  no  time  they  were  drenching  wet.  For 
the  i-est  of  the  night  tliey  sat  there  in  a  delightful  condition  of 
shiver.  They  tlionked  their  lucky  stars  for  their  good  fortune, 
tliat  they  had  only  got  a  good  wetting  and  nothing  more,  and 
without  doubt  they  said  their  prayera  and  made  sundry  pious 
ejaculations  during  those  luminous  and  happy  hours.  But  they 
did  not  swear. 

When  the  morning  dawned  they  found  that  tlie  wind  was 
blowing  A*om  the  northeast,  that  black  clouds  were  hurrying 
across  the  sky  from  Mooschillock  to  Mount  Can*,  and  that  the 
thunder  shower  was  but  the  prelude  of  the  storm.  It  was  no  use 
to  break  up  the  camp  then — everything  was  too  wet.  They  made 
a  fli*e,  dried  their  clothes,  breakfasted  on  the  remains  of  the  veni- 
son, longed  for  a  dish  of  delicious  punch  to  wash  it  down,  and 
then  tightening  the  camp  and  gatlicrlng  more  firewood  waited  as 
best  they  might  for  what  could  not  bo  helped. 

By  ten  o'clock  A.  M.  the  wind  was  howling  in  the  woods  and 
the  rain  fell  fast.  All  day  long  they  sat  there,  managing  one  way 
and  another  to  pass  away  the  time,  while  Surveyor  TiCavitt  made 
notes  in  his  Journal  to  aissist  him  in  writing  his  report. 
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When  (lie  Buu  went  down  a  new  sound  nroso.  As  tlio  evening 
hours  wore  on  it  seemed  ixn  if  all  the  storm  spirlls  had  leaped  from 
the  waleriUUs  in  Hie  ravines  of  Mount  Carr,  and  were  joining  in 
one  grand  pa^au,  louder  than  the  mightiest  roar  of  tho  ocean. 
The  Indians*  god,  Gitcho  Manito,  with  tho  whole  host  of  lesser 
aboriginal  divinities,  assisted  by  Jupiter  Tonans,  Vulcan,  Pluto, 
and  every  other  heathen  god,  seemed  mingling  their  voices  in  one 
continuous  roll  of  thunder  through  the  huge  mountain  forests. 
John  Page  and  his  companions  had  heard  the  roar  of  the  ocean  in 
a  storm,  but  never  a  sound  like  this.  People  of  AVarren  some- 
times hear  tho  same  now,  when  tho  equinoctial  storm  of  autumn 
comes  late,  or  when  the  av inter  breaks  up  suddenly  and  tho  molt- 
ing snows  and  warm  rains. turn  tho  mountain  streams  to  torrents. 

In  tho  morning  tho  storm  was  over.  A  bright  tiro  made  them 
comfortable,  (he  last  of  the  venison  was  cooked  for  breakfast,  and 
when  (lie  white  uiiKts  from  the  waterfalls  wereclimbins;  outof  tho 
ravines  and  ch:ising  each  other  over  the  wooded  crest  of  Mount 
Carr,  and  tho  wind  had  shaken  tho  rain  from  tho  trees  and  bushes, 
they  hurried  back  dow»  the  trail  to  tho  spot  where  they  had  left 
their  suiToying  instruments.  They  crossed  tho  now  roaring 
Asquamchumauke  and  climbed  over  the  eastern  mountain.  Tho 
line  was  linished  that  day,  and  night  found  them  back  in  tlieir  old 
camp  by  Stinson  pond.  Four  days  more  and  they  were  at  home 
making  up  their  report. 

On  tho  third  Tuesday  of  October,  1766,  the  proprietors  met 
again.  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley's  long  hall  and  cosy  tap-room 
seemed  like  home  to  them.  The  meeting  having  been  called  to 
order,  John  Page,  Esq.,  chosen  moderator,  and  Jeremy  Webster, 
clerk,  they  passed  the  following  vote:  "That  wo  receive  and 
accept  the  report  of  tho  connnittce  wo  sent  to  the  township,  and 
give  the  committee,  Jeremy  Webster,  Esq.,  Col.  Jonathan  Grooley, 
and  John  I'age,  Esq.,  the  sum  of  sixty-four  dollars  for  their  time 
and  expense  in  going  u]>  to  Warren  to  run  the  lines  about  tho 
township  and  viewing  the  land.-'* 

Th«^  report  of  the  conimittee  h;vsnot  coine<lown  to  us  inform, 
but  tradition  says  that  the  committee  told  tho  proprietors  that  our 
beautiful  little  hamlet  was  located  among  great  mountains  ''daunt- 
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ing  terrible ;"  that  to  all  sound  appearances  ''  loud  roaring  divcls  " 
lived  among  said  mountains ;  that  silver  rivers  and  streams  ran 
thi*ough  it,  and  upon  the  borders  around  it  wera  sparkling  lakes 
and  ponds.  They  might  also  have  stated  that  on  Patch  brook  (not 
then  having  a  name)  was  an  old  beaver  meadow  where  the  grass 
grew  wild,  and  that  there  was  another  meadow  larger  and  better, 
at  the  outlet  of  Runaway  pond. 

Perhaps  they  might  have  fbrther  made  mention  of  the  fact 
that  on  the  slopes  of  Beech  hill  and  Picked  hill  were  immense 
maple  groves  where  sugar  might  at  some  later  day  be  made,  but 
tliis  we  can  only  conjecture.  Suflice  it  to  say  that  the  conmiittco 
made  an  exceedingly  interesting  report,  tliat  tlio  proprietoi-s  were 
mightily  well-pleased  thereat,  and  immediately  took  other  and 
more  determined  steps  to  accomplish  the  settlement  of  the  town. 


CUAPTER  VI. 

CONDITIONS  HARD  AND  TERRinLE  —  A  ROAD  MADE  OF  AN  INDIAN 
TRAIL — RICH  LOTS  OF  LAND  DRAWN  IJV  LOT,  AND  HOW  BIEN 
FKLT  RICH   nUT  ANMOUS. 

**  1st,  That  eva*y  (jrantce  for  every  fijly  acres  of  land  he 
owns  in  ^V'arren  ioxonship  shall  within  the  term  of  five  years 
plant  and  cultivate  five  acres  of  land" 

Like  the  sword  RHSpcudcd  by  a  hair  over  the  head  of  tcr- 

rifind  Daiiioclos,  so  Mic  above  condition  ol'  (be  cluirlcr  was  forever 
banging  over  our  worthy  proprietors.  Tlie  very  first  condition—* 
it  must  be  fulfilled.  A  failure,  and  the  little  hamlet  of  Warren 
was  lost  U)  (bom.  Tbo  other  conditions  could  be  ojisily  complied 
with.  The  pine  trees  fit  for  masting  our  royal  navy  could  be  pre- 
served; the  town  lols  could  be  laid  out;  the  rent  of  one  car  of 
Indian  corn  only  could  be  yielded;  and  the  one  shilling  proclama- 
tion money  could  bo  **  deposited  in  our  council  chamber  at  Forts- 
mouth  "  without  dillicnlty.  But  in  performing  our  first  condition 
— there  was  the  trouble. 

What  shall  be  done?  It  must  be  planted  and  cultivated  in  Uie 
space  of  live  yeare.    This  not  done  and  the  charter  is  forfeited. 

We  have  seen  how  the  lines  were  run  and  went  witli  the  com- 
mittee to  view  the  lands.  It  was  necessary  to  set  up  the  bounda- 
ries so  (hat  the  proprietors  of  olher  towns  should  not  trespass  upon 
our  woody  territory.  That  the  proprietors,  ownei*s,  and  would-bo 
settlers  might  journey  thither  without  difllculty,  a  road  must  be 
cut.  lUit  two  years  h:i<l  passed  already  and  one  had  not  as  yet 
been  begun.    Perhaps  the  worthy  proprietors  waited  for  those  of 
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oUior  towiisliips  on  Uio  river  below  to  cut  out  their  roads,  so  that 
it  might  bo  moro  easy  to  get  to  the  boundiiry  of  Warren  to  begin 
theira;  perliaps  they  liod  no  money  in  tlio  treasury  to  pay  for  Uie 
worlc ;  perhaps  they  tliouglit  there  would  be  such  a  siYontanooos 
rush  to  buy  their  lands  that  there  would  be  no  need  of  their  doing 
anything.    But  time  disiKslled  the  ilrat  and  last  of  these  illusions. 

The  year  1765  was  nearly  passed;  almost  half  the  time  given 
for  the  settlement  was  gone,  when  at  a  i)ix)prietoi*s'  meeting  held 
late  in  antumn  it  was  vQted  to  pay  for  cleanng  a  public  road 
tlirougli  the  township,  and  a  committee  was  chosen  to  attend  to 
the  same.  It  consisted  of  Col.  £benezer  Stevens,  Col.  Jonathan 
Greeley,  Jacob  Hook,  Esq.,  Samuel  Page,  Esq.,  John  Page,  Jun., 
John  Page,  Esq.,  and  Capt.  Ephmim  Brown.*  The  road  once 
cleared,  and  then  emigrants  would  Hock  to  the  land  of  the  hills. 
Our  mountain  hamlet  would  certainly  be  settled,  and  the  first 
requirement  of  the  charter  fuliillcd. 

But  tliat  there  might  be  no  failure  in  this  matter  of  cultivation 
and  settlement,  they  determined  to  divide  a  iM>rtion  of  the  laud 
into  lots  and  distribute  them  anionic  Iho  several  grantees.  Then 
each  one  would  have  a  separate  personal  intci'est,  and  would  labor 
with  more  energy  for  the  settlement.  Accoinlingly  at  the  annual 
meeting  in  17G5  it  had  been  voted  that  a  division  of  home  lots 
should  be  made  by  the  above-mentioned  road  committee,  to  con- 
tain eighty  acres  each,  i*espect  to  be  paid  to  quality  as  well  as 
quantity. 

But  this  vote  was  all  for  nought.  The  season  went  by,  and 
late  in  autumn,  the  proprietoi*s  being  again  met,  they  voted  to  lay 
out  a  home  lot  to  each  grantee,  containing  one  hundred  acres  to 
the  lot,  as  convenient  as  may  be.  That  thei*e  might  be  no  it^peti- 
tion  of  failure  they  further  voted  to  niise  money  to  defniy  the 
chai*ge8  of  laying  out  the  same,  and  also  instructed  the  road  com- 
mittee to  lay  out  said  lots.  The  vote  to  raise  the  funds  to  pay  for 
the  work  was  the  best  vote  passed.  The  work  must  now  move. 
Something  will  8ui*ely  be  accomplished. 

We  have  seen  how  diilicult  it  was  for  our  former  committee  to 
procure  a  surveyor.    The  one  headed  by  Col.  Ebenezer  Stevens 

*8eo  l*i*o|»riulura'  ICoconlH. 

I7U!>.    The  propriutora  vutod  to  i*aitfc  luuuuy  to  ilolVay  tlio  rJiai-gu  or  clearing 
the  public  road  now  about  to  bo  laid  out  through  the  towuvhip  or  Warreu. 
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cncoaniored  tho  samo  obstacle.  Procare  a  sarvoyor  thoy  could 
nof..  Tho  yoar  ITOG  passed,  and  nofhinff  was  done.  Tho  grantees 
waited  for  Uiclr  committee  to  act,  and  did  not  OTon  call  a  proprie- 
tors' meeting.  IndiTidually  they  exhorted  the  committee  to  work 
— bnt  all  to  no  pnrpopo. 

As  wo  liav(5  berorc  said,  and  as  every  wide-awake  proprietor 
knew,  tho  time  for  fulfilling  the  lirst  condition  of  the  charter  was 
fast  flying,  and  their  claim  to  the  little  mountain  territory  seemed 
slipping  li*oni  their  gnisp.  The  spring  of  17C7  came.  Only  one 
year  of  Ihe  five  given  was  now  left.  The  work  must  bo  done  at 
once  or  all  would  soon  be  lost.  At  this  critical  juncture  of  affairs 
John  Page,  Esq.,  rallied.  A  meeting  of  part  of  the  committee 
was  held  at  the  usual  place.  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley's  inn,  at  which 
it  was  emphatically  redetermined  to  run  the  lines,  locate  the  road, 
and  lay  out  the  lots. 

To  accomplish  all  this  a  surveyor  must  be  had,  and  John  Pago, 
Esq.,  said  he  was  happy  to  inform  the  committee  that  Benjamin 
Leavitt,  who  had  formerly  run  the  lines,  could  be  procured.  Sam- 
uel Greeley,  Fry  Bayley,  Abraham  Morrill,  Samuel  Page,  Joseph 
Eastman,  and  Jacob  Morrill  were  to  be  his  associates.  They  were 
to  pemmbnlate  fhe  boundaries  and  layout  thefii*8t  division  of  lots. 

It  was  spring  time  when  the  surveying  party  and  the  commit- 
tee chosen  to  clear  the  road  came  to  Warren.  They  established 
llicnisolveH  in  Ihe  old  camp  on  the  end  of  tho  ridge  between  tho 
Mika.<;eoia  or  lUack  brook  and  the  Asqnanichunninke  or  ](aker 
river,  and  while  Surveyor  Leavitt  went  over  the  lines  again  and 
was  laying  out  the  lots,  the  road  committee  attended  to  their 
duties. 

And  now  our  worthy  readers  will  naturally  inquire  what  kind 
of  a  road  they  made  and  where  it  was  located.  We  have  no  doubt 
concerning  the  truthfulness  of  the  reply  we  shall  give,  for  we  have 
the  facts  vouched  for  by  many  of  the  ancient  settlers  and  also 
recorded  by  history  itself.  Our  indcDitigable  committee  did  not 
locate  any  new  road  —  they  simply  cleared  out  the  old  Indian  trail, 
and  made  it  into  a  tolerable  bridle  path. 

This  Indian  trail  was  a  very  ancient  way,  about  as  much  so  as 
the  old  I  toman  roads.  For  centuries  back  the  Indians  had  followed 
it.    Wonalancct  and  his  friends  had  journeyed  over  it  nearly  a 
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hundred  jroare  previouB  to  Uio  littlo  improyement  undertaken  by 
our  committee.  Watemomee  knew  every  rod  of  it.  Arosaguu- 
ticook  warriors  had  led  their  captives  on  it  northward  to  Canada.* 
Capt.  Bakci*'8  ''marcliing  party"  liad  linrried  down  it  to  light  tho 
Indians  at  the  month  of  tho  ^Vsquamchumauke.  Capt.  Peter 
Powers  t  made  use  of  it  in  his  glorious  reti*eat,  and  along  its  wind- 
ings Ilol>ei*t  Rogers  had  marched  his  whole  company  of  rangers. 
It  was  the  shortest  road  to  the  sea  board,  and  those  in  a  hurry  to 
reach  tho  lower  country  have  ahvayA  traveled  it. 

Many  a  hunter,  trapiwr,  and  exph)ror  journt^ing  northwanl 
hi  those  pnniitivo  times  availed  themselves  of  its  facilities.  The 
Ilev.  Cnint  Powers,  a  most  truMifiil  liiRtoriaii,  narrates  how 
the  very  first  settlera  who  came  up  the  Merrimack  valley  to  Coos 
employed  it.  In  April,  1702,  he  8:iys  that  Col.  tloshua  Howard, 
Jesse  Ilarriman,  and  Simeon  Stevens  cngngtMl  an  old  hunter  at 
Concord  to  guide  Uicni  through  the  wildeniess.  They  ciuuo 
west  of  Newfound  lake,  in  Hebron,  followed  up  the  northwest 
branch  of  the  Asquamchumauke  or  llakcr  river  into  Coventry, 
and  down  the  Oliverian  to  the  Connecticut.  They  performed  the 
Journey  in  four  days  A*om  Concord .( 

Most  of  these  things  happened  when  tlie  Pemigewassetts,  the 
Coosucks,  or  the  Arosagunticooks  had  a  right  of  way  over  it.  Bnt 
this  very  summer,  after  our  committee  had  so  much  impi-oved  it,  a 
lady,  solitary  and  alone,  took  a  romantic  journey  along  its  woody 
windings.  The  story  is  this — a  simple  talc — told  in  an  ancient 
record:  Thomas  Burnside  and  Daniel  Spaulding  were  journey- 
ing with  their  families  to  settle  at  tlic  npi)or  Coos.  At  Plymouth 
one  of  Mr.  Spanlding's  cliildren  was  so  badly  burned  lus  to  be 
unable  to  proaicd,  and  Mrs.  S|ianlding  was  led  behind  to  attend 
to  it.  Her  hnsband  and  friends  having  gone  she  became  lonesome 
and  i*esolved  to  follow  them.  A  friend  living  at  Plymouth  had 
agreed  to  accompany  her  throngh  the  woods  with  a  horse  thirty- 
four  miles  to  Haverhill,  but  he  Ictt  her  at  a  house  in  Uonniey,  the 
last  one,  nine  miles  on,  and  turned  back.  iMrs.  S.  was  not  discour- 

*Acieon'0  Narrative. 

t  Powers'  nistory  of  Coos,  40. 

1 "  Some  of  the  early  settlers  of  UaverhlH  and  Newbury  took  Uic  same  route 
to  rlynioutli,  kept  on  the  north  side  of  Uaker  river  into  Coventry,  and  tlion  down 
the  Olivcrion."— J'owcrs'  History  of  Coos,  100. 
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nged ;  with  her  child  in  her  arms  Bho  proceeded.  SIio  wnded 
through  Baker  river,  wliich  was  low  from  drouth,  and  all  day 
long  toiled  up  the  blazed  path  to  Warren.  Across  Black  brook 
and  up  the  meadow  she  met  two  men,  whom  she  tried  to  avoid  by 
stepping  out  of  the  pa(h.  They  saw  her  and  endeavored  to  per- 
suade her  to  turn  back,  and  among  other  things  told  her  that  she 
must  "  wade  through  a  part  of  Wachipauka  pond  where  there  was 
nolhing  to  direct  her."  But  she  still  ])orsi8tod.  In  the  course  of 
the  allcrnoon  a  heavy  thunder  shower  passed  over  and  thoroughly 
wet  both  mother  and  child.  She  continued  travelling  until  in  the 
darkness  the  track  could  bo  no  longer  followed.  Then  quietly 
seating  herself  by  the  side  of  a  tree  she  leaned  against  it  with  her 
child  in  her  arms,  and  there  rested  without  sleep  till  morning.  It 
was  a  lonely  night.  The  rumble  of  Oak  falls  echoed  through  the 
leafy  wood,  the  whippoorwill  sang  in  the  alders  by  the  brook,  and 
the  bullfrogs  in  the  neighboring  pond  croaked  and  "chugged"  the 
whole  niglit  long. 

At  early  dawn  she  continued  her  jouniey  and  soon  arrived  at 
the  pond,  tlu'ough  part  of  which  she  waded  waist  deep.  Fortune 
favored  her  and  she  found  the  path  on  the  opposite  shore  without 
difllculty.  She  also  waded  the  Oliverian  which,  to  use  her  own 
language,  "looked  wild  and  terrifying,"  being  probably  swollen 
on  account  of  the  shower  of  the  preceding  day.  Pushing  rapidly 
on  at  eleven  A.  M.  she  reached  the  settlements  on  the  Connecticut.* 

Where  through  Warren  did  the  Indian  trail  run — that  most 
ancient  way  over  which  indian  kings  and  princes  of  mighty  tribes 
had  travelled,  and  where  Mrs.  Spanlding  took  her  romantic  jour- 
ney? it  followed  np  the  west  bank  of  the  Asquumchunniuko  to 
the  mouth  of  the  ^likaseota  or  Black  brook,  crossed  tlio  latter 
stream  and  followed  up  its  east  bank,  going  some  of  the  way  just 
where  the  road  is  located  now,  to  Ihe  neighborhood  of  Beech  hill 
bridge,  where  it  crosstnl  to  the  west  bank  and  continued  along  tlio 
same  to  its  source  in  Wachipauka  or  Header  pond.  Crossing  the 
pond  at  the  outlet  it  continued  round  the  east  shore  to  the  head, 
over  the  little  summit,  down  the  slope  of  Webster  Slide  mountain 
to  the  Oliverian,  and  down  the  latter  stream  to  the  Connecticut. 

The  surveyor  and  his  party  did  even  better  tlian  our  road 

*  let  Former  &  Moore's  Historical  CoUoctions,  85. 
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committee.  BenJ.  Loavitt  with  his  assistants,  as  wo  said  beforo, 
perambulatod  the  old  liues  and  then  proceeded  to  lay  out  the  lots. 
They  began  on  the  south  side  of  the  town  and  laid  out  the  first 
division.  The  crest  of  Mount  Carr,  whei*o  the  hockmataclkS  fi^row, 
they  did  not  tliiuk  worth  spending  any  time  upon,  but  Sui*veyor 
Leavitt  spotted  his  lines  across  Hurricane  brook,  and  washed 
down  his  dinner  one  day  by  a  draft  fi*om  '<  Diana's  bowl,''  which 
is  carved  in  the  rock  at  the  top  of  Wolf's  TToad  falls. 

They  made  nine  ranges  in  the  lirst  division,  and  as  high  as 
eleven  lots  in  a  range,  as  can  be  seen  by  looking  at  any  old  plan  of 
the  town.  The  land  was  lotted  as  far  north  as  the  ^^  Eleven  mile 
tret^'*  so  called,  which  stood  beside  the  Indian  trail,  and  is  often 
spoken  of  in  the  proprietors'  rccoi*ds.  This  work  accomplished 
the  whole  party,  i*oad  clearei*s  and  surveyors,  returned  to  the 
southern  country. 

Benj.  Leavitt,  Esq.,  took  his  time.  lie  made  up  liis  repoi*t 
carefully,  di*ow  an  accurate  plan  of  his  survey,  and  when  the  com- 
mittee to  notify  proprietors'  meetings  notified  said  pi*opnctors  to 
meet  on  Tuesday,  Nov.  17, 17G7,  he  was  ready  to  hand  it  in.  The 
meeting  was  called  for  that  pui*pose.  AW.  2d  of  the  warning  was, 
''  To  hear  a  report  of  a  committee  returned  fix)m  running  tlie  lines 
of  said  township,  and  as  they  have  laid  out  part  into  lots,  to  see  if 
the  proprletoi*s  will  vote  to  accept  it."  At  the  meeting  held  on 
said  day  it  was  voted  to  allow  the  committee  for  their  seiTices  in 
the  sum  of  twenty-one  pounds  and  four  shillings.'^ 

Thus  the  lots  were  laid  out,  the  report  made  and  accepted, 
and  it  now  remained  to  divide  the  land.  After  due  considcmtion 
it  was  voted  that  it  should  ho  diHtrihiitcd  by  lot,  and  that  one  man 
should  draw  the  lots  for  the  whole  pi^oprictiiry,  and  also  voted  that 
the  moderator  was  the  man  to  draw  said  lots.  The  meeting  then 
adjourned  for  half  an  hour,  the  slips  of  paper  were  prepared,  and 
being  again  met  the  lots  were  drawn. 

At  the  drawing  Thomas  True  got  the  first  lot  in  the  first 

*  17(*7,  Nov.  17.  Voted  that  we  allow  the  comniitteo  aliove  mentioned  in  AiU  for 
tlieir  services,  ati  ToUowetli,  viz : 

To  Fry  Bayley,  4  days  at  5  shillings  per  day.  12  0  0 

"  Ilcnj.  lieavitt,  Surveyor,  14  days  at  G  Hliillings  per  day,  4<  4  0 

"  Abraham  Mon-ill.  14  days  at  &  HhillinK«  |h;i'  day,  :</  10  0 

"  Samuel  Page,  11  flays  at  6  shillinirs  iter  diiy.  *il  15  0 

"  Joseph  Eastman,  1 1  days  att  5  shiUings  i>er  uay,  2/  15  0 

*'  Jacob  Morrill,  14  days  at  6  shillinffs  per  day,  3^  10  0 

<*  Samuel  Greeley,  14  days  at  5  shilUngs  per  aay,  S^  10  0 
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range,  Ebcnosser  Stevens  got  the  second  lot  in  the  first  range,  and 
80  on  until  all  were  drawn.  The  names  of  the  drawers  were  then 
entei*cd  respectlTely  upon  the  original  plan  and  this  constituted 
their  title  to  the  land.  It  was  real  estate  which  did  not  come  to 
them  eitlier  by  descent,  purchase,  escheat,  forfeiture,  execution, 
or  directly  by  grant.  The  land  was  granted  to  the  pi*oprietors  as 
a  corporate  body,  divided  by  lot,  and  when  so  divided  each  gran- 
tee had  a  good  title,  which  he  could  alienate  either  by  deed  or 
devise.  In  the  old  proprietors'  records  are  recorded  the  drawings, 
the  divisions,  the  ranges,  the  number  of  the  lots,  and  the  names 
of  the  proprietors  by  whom  they  were  drawn.  Thus  was  tlie  land 
in  our  beautiful  mountain  territory  most  equitably  divided. 

At  an  adjourned  mooting,  hold  November  26th,  1767,  it  was 
voted  ''  that  we  will  raise  nine  shillings  on  each  right  in  addition 
to  what  has  boon  already  voied  (o  he  raised,  to  defray  the  charges 
that  have  arisen  on  account  of  laying  out  the  lots."  Our  worthy 
proprietors,  now  severally  rich  in  lands,  were  yet  compelled  to 
pay  somewhat  for  the  privilege  of  being  considered  rich  land 
owners.  But  the  distinguished  grantees  were  now  perfectly  cer- 
tain that  the  town  would  be  settled  and  cultivated  and  the  first 
condition  of  the  charter  fulAllod.  So  much  wei*e  thev  of  tliis 
opinion  that  they  passed  by  without  notice  an  article  in  the  war- 
rant of  the  meeting  to  bo  held  in  November,  1767,  which  was  to 
vote  "what  encouragement  they  will  give  to  any  person  who 
will  undertake  to  build  a  saw  mill  in  said  town  tlie  next  year." 
There  was  no  need  of  spending  their  money  for  such  a  thing. 
They  also  passed  by  without  action  another  article  in  the  warrant, 
as  tliey  did  a  similar  article  at  the  meeting  the  previous  spring, 
which  was  "  to  vote  what  encouragement  they  will  give  to  forward 
tlie  settlement  of  the  township."  There  was  likewise  no  need  of 
Uhs — the  condition  would  be  fulfilled  sure. 

But  there  wore  some  not  so  sanguine ;  the  time  was  almost 
out.  If  terms  could  not  be  made  with  His  Excellency  tlie  Gov- 
enior,  tlien  time,  taxes,  treats,  dinners,  and  purses  of  gold  would 
all  be  lost,  and  they  would  got  to  profit  whatever  from  tlioir  spec- 
iilation.  SomcUiing,  thought  the  wiser,  must  be  done,  and  upon 
this  thought  they  acted.  What  they  did  we  shall  proceed  to  show 
in  our  next  chapter. 

M 


CHAPTER  VII. 

HOW   Tins    PROPRIETOns'  PBO8PE0T8    GOT  DESPERATK,  80  MUCH  SO 
THAT   THEY    WERE    WILLING    TO    GIVE    AWAY    SOME    OP  TIIEIR 

lands;   now  piiillips  white  came  to  the  rescue — got 

THEM  OUT  OP  A  TERIUBLE  DirPICULTY,  AND  FINALLY  PROCURED 
A  NEW  CHARTER — WHICH  ENDS  THIS  ISOOK  AND  INTRODUCES 
US  TO  AN  ALTOGETHER  NEW  LIFE  IN  WARREN. 

Long  and  fulthAilly  liaTO  wo  toiled  ovor  tho  Propiiotors' 
BccordSy  extracting  thcrefh)m,  as  a  bee  honey  from  a  flower,  every- 
thing sweet  and  beantiful.  Oar  duty  as  an  accurate  and  tmthfhl 
historian  comi)ellcd  us  to  do  this — as  a  sample  of  which  witness 
the  disagreeable  passages  of  the  last  chapter — and  our  most  com- 
prehensive history  would  never  be  complete  without  such  consci- 
entions  regard  for  facts. 

John  Pago,  Esq.,  and  tho  most  energetic  of  our  venerable 
proprietor,  wcro  now  very  anxious  about  the  township.  They 
must  work  or  tho  charter  would  be  forfeited,  and  all  the  liuo-run- 
ning,  lot-locating,  and  road-making  would  go  for  nothing.  Ac- 
cordingly at  a  proprietors'  meeting  held  the  2d  Tuesday  of  May, 
1767,  tho  question  of  what  should  bo  done  c4uno  up,  and  among; 
other  things  it  was  determined  to  send  a  committee  to  the  new 
governor  to  obtain  if  possible  a  longer  time  in  which  to  fnldll  tho 
iii*st  condition  of  the  charter.  Col.  Jonathan  Gi*cclcy  and  tho 
Uon.  Dr.  Josiah  Bartlett  were  chosen  as  the  committee. 

We  have  said  they  were  to  treat  with  the  new  governor.  His 
Excellency  Bcnning  Wentwertli  had  been  compelled  to  resign, 
and  his  nephew,  John  Wentworth,  had  been  commissioned  in  his 
place,  under  date  of  August  11th,  1706,  as  ^^  Governor  of  New 
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Hatnpshira  and  Surveyor  of  the  King's 'Woods  in  North  America.'' 
He  had  been  installed  in  oiSlce  with  even  more  pomp  and  cere- 
mony than  Benning  Wcntworth  himself.  On  the  moniing  of  his 
entrance  into  Portsmouth — we  liavo  it  on  tlio  authority  of  one  of 
the  best  historians — all  the  bolls  i*ang  a  regular  double-bob-major, 
the  cannon  of  the  forts  and  battciies  thundered  till  their  brazen 
throats  were  hoarse,  and  the  numcrons  ships  anchored  in  the 
stream  and  at  the  wharves  flung  out  all  their  bright  bunting,  flags, 
and  streamers  to  the  harbor  breeze. 

Col.  Greeley  and  Dr.  Bartlctt  found  no  difllculty  in  gaining 
access  to  His  Excellency.  He  was  a  jolly  soul  and  loved  to. wel- 
come company,  especially  when  ho  could  see  a  foe  in  prospect. 
The  conunittoe  laid  their  case  before  him  In  the  prettiest  manner 
possible:  told  him  of  the  great  difiiculties  which  they  had  mot; 
that  there  were  no  roads,  that  it  was  far  in  the  wilderness,  and 
that  men  could  not  bo  found  to  settle  all  the  towns  which  had  been 
granted. 

Governor  'NV^entworth  sympathized  with  the  committee  and 
sought  to  console  them  by  ordering  up  three  bowls  of  ''  creature 
comfort."  Afler  drinking  enough  to  reipove  their  melancholy, 
Governor  Wentworth  toid  them  to  go  on  as  well  as  they  could, 
jnst  as  though  their  time  was  not  out  and  would  not  be  out,  and 
he  would  do  what  was  right  in  the  matter.  But  His  Excellency, 
like  his  uncle  Benning,  was  exceedingly  fond  of  the  root  of  all 
evil,  and  so  he  told  the  committee  that  he  thought  that  by  and  by 
they  would  need  anew  charter,  gently  intimating  that  considerable 
expense  generally  attended  the  granting  of  such  new  instruments. 

Our  committee  were  exceedingly  well  pleased  with  their 
reception  by  the  young  governor.  They  went  home  and  reported 
their  success  to  the  proprietors  individually,  no  meeting  being 
called,  and  as  the  season  was  nearly  passed — the  fall  rains  had 
come  and  the  winter  was  coming  soon — they  concluded  they  had 
better  wait  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  and  not  try  to  do  any- 
thing that  year.  But  when  the  winter  was  gone  then  they  would 
act.  There  would  be  three  beautiful  spring  months  before  July 
14th,  17G8,  and  in  that  time  they  could  accomplish  wonders.  Be- 
sides, tlicy  would  send  the  committee  to  the  governor  again,  and 
they  had  no  doubt  but  tliat  they  could  get  excellent  terms  from  him. 
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Daring  the  early  part  of  the  winter  they  discussed  numerous 
plans,  and  when  the  annual  meeting  of  1768  came  they  adopted 
one  very  much  in  vogue  among  the  proprietors  of  various  other 
townships  and  were  thns  prepared  to  act  most  efficiently.  As  a 
proliniinary  to  their  grand  plan  tlioy  passed  the  following  votes: 

1st.  To  give  to  each  family,  to  the  number  of  twenty-five, 
that  shall  settle  in  said  township  before  the  first  day  of  October 
next,  1768,  lifly  aci*cs  of  land. 

2d.  That  the  fii*st  settler  shall  take  his  first  choice  of  the  fifty 
acre  lots  and  so  each  in  their  order. 

dd.  That  each  family  that  shall  settle  agreeably  to  the  above 
vote  by  the  first  day  of  October  next  shall  have  six  pounds  lawful 
money. 

And  they  did  not  stop  here.  To  show  tlioir  decided  deter- 
mination to  clear  and  cultivate  the  land,  and  not  forfeit  their  title 
as  grantees,  they  chose  another  committee  to  finish  clearing  the 
road  through  tlie  town.  It  was  a  strong  conmiittee  chosen  for 
that  purpose,  and  consisted  of  Mr.  Samuel  Page,  Col.  Jonathan 
Greeley,  Lieut.  Joseph  Pago,  Phillips  White,  Esq.,  Ensign  Jacob 

Gale,  Jacob  Hook,  IJsq.,  and  Mr.  Enoch  Puge.  This  committee 
really  worked  sometime  on  the  i*oad,  and  also  laid  out  the  land  as 
above  voted  for  the  settlors,  and  at  another  meeting  they  were 
allowed  five  shillings  a  day  for  their  time.* 

All  that  men  could  do  by  voting  was  now  done.  They  shall 
surely  succeed  this  time.  Evei7body  is  going  to  work.  So  each 
one  thought  as  he  waited  for  his  neighbor ;  but  as  is  usual  in  such 
cases,  where  each  depends  upon  the  other,  nothing  at  all  was  done. 
Our  committee  did  not  even  go  again  to  tlie  mountain  territory  of 
Warren  before  the  fatal  day  of  July  14th,  1768.t 

That  day  came  and  the  charter  was  forfeited.  All  legal  right 
was  gone.  Tlie  only  hope  of  the  proprietors  now  lay  in  executive 
clemency.  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley  and  the  Hon.  Dr.  Josiah  Bart- 
lott  had  got  encouraging  promises  from  the  governor,  and  on  tliese 
they  relied. 

*  Pub.  Gth,  17(jU.    "  VoUmI  to  kIvo  llioso  tliiil  worktMl  cIcariiiK  Uio  rond  lliro' 
Warrvn  tlvu  HliilliiiKs  a  ilay  for  Uiu  timo  lliuy  worked  ou  said  ruud." 
See  l*roi>rictori»'  ItccordH. 

tltiitUiufoiiiiiiiUfudid  Ku  to  Wurruii,>vliuru  Uiuy  woi-kud  Homotimo  duriug 
llio  HOiiauu  oi  J70tf. 
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Yet  our  proprietors  had  done  as  well  as  most  of  those  of  other 
townships.  Bcnning  Went  worth  had  granted  towns  and  made 
himself  rich  in  so  doing.  John  WentwoHli's  great  plan  was  to 
rcgrant  tliem  and  make  liimsclf  equally  rich. 

The  committee  saw  His  Excellency  again.  This  time  as  be- 
fore he  promised  them  fair  things,  and  again  gently  hinted  at  the 
great  expense  which  usually  attended  the  regranting  of  charters. 

Again  they  went  home  encouraged  and  determined  to  work. 
Another  proprietors'  meeting  was  soon  called.  They  paid  those 
who  had  worked  on  the  road.  They  voted  six  shillings  a  day  to 
those  who  had  been  engaged  laying  out  the  lots.  They  further 
voted  to  those  who  should  settle  in  said  town  lands  and  money. 
Tlicy  agreed  to  give  "ten  more  settlers"  who  should  settle  in  said 
township  ilfly  acres  of  land  and  six  pounds  in  money  to  each,  or 
one  hundred  acres  of  land  without  any  money,  which  the  said  set- 
tlers shall  choose;  and  further  voted  that  said  land  *' shall  be  laid 
out  on  the  road  which  is  cut  through  said  town,"*  At  a  subse- 
quent meeting  it  was  voted  that  Col.  Jonathan  Greeley,  Lieut. 
Joseph  Page,  and  Mr.  Enoch  Pago  be  a  committee  to  lay  out  said 
lots  and  agree  with  settlers. 

These  several  things  were  done  as  an  earnest  of  their  good 
intentions,  and  they  then  voted  that  Col.  Greeley  and  Phillips 
White,  Esq.,  go  to  the  new  governor  and  treat  witli  him  for  a  new 
charter. 

Phillips  White  was  not  one  of  the  original  gran(-ocs.  Wo 
first  find  his  name  in  the  Pro])ric(orH'  Jtcc<»r(lK,  March  Hth,  17G8, 
as  having  been  chosen  one  of  a  committee  to  get  the  road  cleared 
thix)ngh  our  mounlain  territory.  11c  hud  become  ])OKSCsscd  of  a 
certain  portion  of  the  lands  by  heirship;  he  had  bought  out  the 
rights  of  a  few  of  those  grantees  who  had  become  discouraged  in 
tlie  enterprise,  and  afterwards,  for  meritorious  sci*vices,  the  gmn- 
tees  themselves  gave  him  several  large  tiTicts  of  land  located  east 
of  the  neia  reservation,  and  u\h}}\  the  side  of  Watcrnomce  moun- 
tain. Mcxt  to  John  Page,  K«f|.,  he  luul  become  one  of  the  most 
prominent  men  among  the  gnintecs.  IIo  held  all  the  important 
offices  of  the  proprietary,  was  entruRtcd  with  all  the  funds,  served 
on  all  the  principal  committees,  and  during  his  long  life  frequently 

*  Soo  rroiiriclore'  UocurUs. 
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came  to  Warren  to  look  after  his  own  interests  and  those  of  the 
other  proprietors.  He  had  much  wealth  and  good  common  sense, 
and  therefore  much  influence,  lie  was  just  tlio  man  to  go  to  the 
governor  witli  mine  host,  Gol.  Jonathan  Gi*cc]cy.* 

Col.  Greeley  liad  learned  the  way  to  the  governor's  heart,  lie 
told  rhilliLMi  White,  Kmi.,  what  must  be  done,  and  rhillips  While, 
Esq.,  was  prepai-ed  to  do  it,  and  to  become  the  saviour  of  the  pro- 
prietors' inheritance.  How? — by  his  gold.  If  Benning  Wcnt- 
worth  liked  the  musical  Jingle  of  the  filthy  lucre,  so  also  wero  the 
ears  of  John  Wentworth  delighted  with  it. 

It  was  on  a  cool  September  day  that  our  new  committee  rode 
their  two  strong  saddle  horses  to  Portsmouth.  Tliey  had  no  diffi- 
culty,iii  gaining  access  to  His  Excellency,  and  the  latter  was  glud 
to  see  the  proprietors'  committee.  Well  he  might  be — fur  he 
knew  that  when  Phillips  White,  £sq.,'came  something* was  certain 
to  be  accomplished.  The  governor  rang  his  bell  and  a  servant  ap- 
peared, lie  ordered  four  bowls  of  punch  just  as  before,  and  as  was 
always  the  custom  called  in  his  secretary,  the  lit.  lion.  Theodore 
Atkinson,  Jun.,  Esq., — who  was  not  dead  yet  nor  out  of  office 
either — and  they  then  began  to  discuss  the  subject  of  a  new 
charter. 

All  the  difficulties  which  the  gmntecs  had  encountered  were 
enumerated;  how  a  mistake  had  been  made  in  surveying  the 
grant,  whei*eby  the  proprietors  of  other  towns  luul  claimed  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  the  lands;  how  much  difficulty  they  had 
experienced  in  cutting  roads  in  such  a  far  foroign  land,  and  how 

*  ne  WA8  a  member  of  the  Continental  Congress,  1783, 178S.  Also  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety,  ftx>m  Jun.  !20, 177G,  to  Jan.  20, 1777,  and  IVora  Dec.  87, 1781, 
to  tbo  autumn  of  1782. 

"In 

Memory  of  tlio 

Hon.  I'liiLurs  Whitk,  Ksq., 

Wlio  do]>nrto«l  this  T.ife 

Juno  ^th,    IHll,    in    the 

S2d  yciir  of  his  age." 

The  above  was  eopied  ftrom  his  gravestone,  a  plain  slate  stone  slab,  April  iO, 
1S65,  in  South  Hampton,  N.  11.    The  following  is  on  the  gravestone  of  his  wife : 

"  Mrs.  Ruth  Wuite, 

Comfort  of 

The  Hon.  I'iiimji-k  Wiiitk, 

Died  July  0th,  17U7, 
.  In  the  60th  year  of  her  age.'' 
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mxivh  in)uIi1o  Mioy  liml  found  in  goilUig  settlers  for  the  township. 
''Hundreds  of  oilier  towns,"  said  riiillips  AVliltc,  Esq.,  "have 
boon  grnnted  nnd  till  of  the  other  proprietors  have  met  with  tho 
same  difficulties  as  the  g^-autces  of  Warren ;  in  fact,"  said  he  to 
the  governor,  ''have  we  not  succeeded  as  well  as  nine-tenths  of  ' 
tlie  proprietor  of  other  townships,  and  have  you  not  given  them 
MOW  cliartcrs?    Will  you  not  treat  us  as  well  as  you  have  them?" 

The  governor  acknowledged  the  fact,  ordered  his  secretary  to 
make  a*ininute  of  what  was  required,  and  then  in  the  blandest 
manner  possible  suggested  that  tiie  suiToyor-gencral  would  be 
under  the  necessity  of  making  new  plans,  tho  secretary  would 
have  a  great  deal  of  writing  to  perform,  and  of  course  a  small 
amount  of  funds  would  be  necessary. 

Col.  Chcclcy  and  l*hillii)s  White,  lOsq.,  both  had  the  same 
Uiought  and  assured  him  the  money  should  be  forthcoming.  The 
governor  was  much  pleased  and  said,  ''  You  shall  have  tho  now 
charter,  and  that  soon.^' 

His  visitors  thanked  him  an<l  went  home.  They  thought  tliey 
should  get  the  charter  in  a  few  days,  but  they  were  ngain  destined 
to  wait.  The  year  went  by,  the  winter  and  spring  of  1770  passed, 
and  tlie  summer  was  nearly  half  gone  before  they  were  notified 
that  it  was  ready  for  them. 

Fhiliips  White  went  to  Portsmouth  for  it.  Like  John  Pago., 
Esq.,  he  carried  a  bag  of  gold.  IIq  counted  out  the  yellow  sover- 
eigns to  the  governor,  to  Col.  Atkinson,  to  the  surveyor,  and  to 
the  Rurveyor-gcneral — in  all  for  the  procuring  of  a  new  charter 
the  sum  of  seventy-eight  pounds  one  shilling.  It  also  cost  the 
proprietaiy  for  the  further  expenses  of  its  committee  the  sum  of 
seventeen  pounds  four  shillings.*    The  governor  was  happy  to 


April  2f»,  ITT.J.  "  Voteil  to  give  Col.  Circcley  li»r  Bciviccs  done  tlio  proprietary 
ono  liiiiulrtul  ami  Iwciity-llve  iu'tch  of  land  In  the  nortlieant  comer  of  the  township 
to  bcf^in  nt  the  Huld  northcaBt  corner  and  to  run  southerly  on  the  line  of  said  town 
TM  ro«l8,  theni'.e  westerly  «l)  i-ods,  thence  northerly  52W  rods  to  the  northerly  line  of 
tho  towii,  thence  easterly  on  said  line  OU  rods  to  said  northeast  corner .'' 

Also,  ••  Voted  t<»  give  IMdlHps  White,  Esq.,  for  services  done  the  propriotarv, 
400  acres  of  land  in  the  northeasterly  pnii  of  the  township,  to  begin  at  the  northerly 
lino  of  said  town  adjoining  tho  land  voU'A  to  Col.  (ireoley,  thenrc  southerly  by  said 
(•n»rloy  land  *2!M>  hmIh,  tiKMice  wcmUtIv  *il  rodn,  tlienco  ntirlhorly  2t)0  to  the  north 
line  of  the  town,  Ihenct^  easterly  221  rods  to  tho  bound  llrst  lueutlouod." 

See  I'roprictors'  lleconls. 

♦For  obtaining  the  now  charter:  "Voted  to  pay,  March  26, 1771,  to  Phillips 
White,  Ksq.,  7<  IHn:  to  Col.  .Jonathan  Ureoley,  U4l4«;  to  Josiah  Bortleti,  Esq., 
il  13«.    8ee  I'roprietors'  Uecords. 


200  HI8TOBT  OF   WABBXM. 

welcome  Fhillipa  White,  Esq.,  a  second  time.    Ilis  were  golden 
visits. 

This  second  charter  was  not  so  long  as  the  first.  It  recited 
the  difSculties  the  proprietors  had  met.  It  included  the  prayer 
for  more  land,  and  then  prescribed  the  bounds  of  the  township, 
stating  that  they  were  made  by  actual  survey  by  "  Isaac  Rindge, 
our  surveyor-general  of  our  lands  within  the  province  of  New 
Hampshire."  But  the  great  point  gained  by  the  chai'ter  was  that 
the  proprietors  should  have  four  years  more  in  whicli  to  clear  and 
settle  our  wild  mountain  hamlet.  All  the  i*emaining  conditions 
were  tlie  same  as  befoit),  and  tlie  young  and  gallant  governor  was 
very  cai*eful  to  stipulate  that  all  the  rents  due  to  us  in  our  council 
chamber  in  Portsmouth  shall  be  paid.  The  groat  seal  was  afiixedi 
the  charter  signed  by  His  Excellency,  and  Phillips  White,  Esq., 
returned  witli  it  to  the  proprictoi's. 

How  great  was  their  joy !  They  wore  saved.  Col.  Greeley's 
little  tapix>om  and  long  dining  hall  saw  a  mcriy  time  on  tlio  night 
'Squire  White  returned  with  the  charter  fmni  Poiismoutli.  The 
health  of  everybody  in  general,  but  of  P.  White  in  particular,  was 
drank.  Influence  and  gold  liad  been  their  salvation.  Now  they 
were  sure  tliore  would  be  no  failure  on  their  part.  Individuals 
wont  to  work  on  their  own  rosponsibility,  and  some  of  the  land 
was  actually  cleared  and  cultivated.  But  they  never  succeeded  in 
fulfllling  the  first  condition  of  their  charter.  True  they  accom- 
plished much ;  but  when  four  years  moro  had  passed  they  incurred 
anotlicr  forfeiture.  They  would  undoubtedly  have  again  lost  tlio 
township — or  have  been  compelled  to  pay  roundly  for  a  new  title 
— had  not  the  Revolutionaiy  war,  which  was  their  salvation  after 
Uie  year  1774,  providentially  occiiri-cd. 

But  we  will  here  put  an  end  to  this  third  book  and  now  pro- 
ceed to  more  congenial  themes  in  the  Iburlh.  To  continue 
further  the  history  of  the  proprietor,  separate  from  that  of  the 
settlers,  would  only  scitc  to  involve  everything  in  inextricable 
confusion. 


BOOK   IT. 


WniCn  RELATES  now  OUR   WILD    MOUNTAIN    HAMLET    WA8    CULTI- 
VATED AND  SETTLED. 


CHAPTER  I. 

OK  DIVERS  AND  SUNDRY  ROUNDS  HEARD  ON  THE  HEAD  WATKRS  OF 
THE  ASQUABICHUMAUKE;  AND  OF  TWO  HOTELS  IN  WHICH  NOT 
A  DROP  OF  ''grog''  COULD  BE  GOT,  EITHER  FOR  LOVEf  OR 
MONET. 

There  arc  a  few  great  eras  in  the  history  of  all  civilized 

communilies.  The  cutranco  of  the  Israelites  into  a  land  flowing 
with  milk  and  honey,  their  deliverance  fi'om  Babylon,  and  their 
dispersion  by  Titus,  are  some  of  the  distinguishing  epochs  of  that 
people.  The  founding  of  Rome  by  Romulus  and  Remus,  the 
sacking  of  Troy,  the  destruction  of  Carthage, — are  extraordinary 
events  in  the  history  of  other  nations.  So  the  year  lYOY  is  ouo 
of  the  most  distinguished  in  the  chronology  of  our  little  mountain 
hamlet. 

Its  position  was  chalked  on  the  map  in  1761.  It  was  granted 
to  John  Page  and  sixty-flve  others  in  1763,  and  tlie  year  1767  is  tho 
date  of  its  actual  settlement. 

The  old  year  17GG  is  dying.  Let  us  pause  on  the  threshhold  of 
1767.  During  all  the  time  of  Queen  Anne's  war,  of  IjOVOWcU's 
war,  of  King  George's  war,  of  the  Seven  Years'  war,  when  scalp- 
ing  parties  hastened  along  the  Indian  trail  down  the  Asquamchum- 
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auko,  and  drafted  men  woi*o  hunting  tlirongb  the  woods  in  search 
of  tlicir  rod  foe,  and  Airlher  back  than  the  memory  of  man  run- 
nethy  Wan'en  was  a  wilderness.  It  is  in  this  case  on  the  last 
night  of  1766.  There  is  no  clearing,  no  house,  no  human  being.  It 
lies  a  cold,  crisp,  terHble  solitude  in  the  heart  of  a  vast  forest. 

The  low  winter  sun,  the  last  of  the  year,  has  gone  down  in  a 
blaze  of  glory ;  the  twinkling  stars  are  glowing  in  an  ebon  sky, 
and  Venus,  just  on  the  edge  of  the  horizon,  is  hastening  down  the 
impearlcd  pathway  of  tlie  sun.  The  evening  hours  ily  swiftly  by. 
It  is  chill,  freezing  cold,  and  the  very  silence  is  oppressive.  No 
sound  conies  up  from  the  AHquainchumankc;  it  is  ice-bound. 
Wateruomee  falls,  on  Mount  Curr,  and  the  ''Seven  ('OKciules," 
between  the  two  peaks  of  the  mountain,  are  silent.  They  are  ice- 
foils,  frozen  as  they  leaped,  and  the  moon  gleaming  on  them  makes 
them  glorious,  as  though  their  mighty  columns  wero  pillars  of 
ruby,  umythyst,  ja6i>er  and  gold.  Mooschillock  — king  of  the 
mountains — stands  up  in  awful  silence  amid  the  lesser  peaks 
around  him. 

But  hark! — the  howling  of  a  pack  of  wolves  comes  sounding 
down  the  valley,  and  no  human  ear  is  there  to  hear  it.  At  night 
they  will  feast  upon  one  of  their  own  number.  Another  sound  I 
The  moose  and  deer  in  their  yards  tremble  as  they  listen  to  it,  and 
the  old  ci*ow  who  has  lived  for  a  century  amid  the  thick  hem- 
locks of  this  unbroken  forest  nearly  topples  from  his  i*oo8t.  It  is 
the  terrible,  almost  human  cry  of  the  catamount.  But  even  this 
lion  of  the  American  forest  is  soon  stilled, — it  is  so  cold.  There 
is  a  moaning  in  tlie  air.  Is  it  the  wind  sighing  in  the  leafless 
branches  of  the  foi*est?  Is  it  the  auroi*a  boi*ealis  snapping  its  elec- 
tric streamers  and  crackling  its  flaming  pennons  athwart  the  sky? 
Is  it  a  troop  of  pule  ghosts,  hIuuIch  of  departed  Indian  warriors, 
charfpng  through  the  air  across  the  valley  to  the  distant  mountain 
side?  But  it  is  still  now  for  a  moment  and  you  see  only  the 
gnarled  trunks  of  the  troes  sUmding  like  grim  sentinels  in  the 
shadows  of  the  great  mountains,  and  the  cold  snow  shroud  of 
mother  earth. 

Listen  again  —  for  it  is  never  long  silent  in  this  niiglity  wood, 
near  the  cry  of  the  wolves  once  moro,  the  terrible  voice  of  the 
catamount,  the  bark  of  the  fox  in  the  spruce  swamp,  and  then  at 


PENNY  WISE  AND  POUND  FOOLISH.  208 

intervals  again  tliat  strango,  unearthly  noise,  coming  from  one 
cannot  tell  where.  The  wind  perhaps? — may  be  Uie  sound  A*om 
tlie  polar  light,  perchance  the  troop  of  ghosts,  the  spii'its  of  the 
departed. 

Wlmt  a  terrible  solitude  it  Is;  never  broken,  an  ocean  of 
woods  full  of  dark  streams,  wild  torrents,  shaggy  hills,  and  great 
niouiilainH.  Hut  there  shall  never  be  another  new  year's  night 
like  this  in  our  niounlnin  hamlet.  Before  17C7  passes  a  change 
will  come.  Be  easy  for  a  moment,  most  critical  reader.  We  have 
written  the  above  that  you  might  have  some  faint  idea  what  a 
place  "Warren  was  just  before  civilization  came  to  it.  But  we  will 
now  come  down  from  our  lofty  stilts  and  plod  along  at  our  usual 
pace. 

The  Indians  had  taken  French  leave  of  the  Asquamchumauko 
or  Baker  river  valley  nearly  fifty  years  before,  and  had  gone  to 
Canada.  The  era  of  border  wars  and  savage  ambuscades,  of 
scalping  knives,  war-whoops,  and  "pow-wows"  had  passed. 
Even  hunters  and  trappers  were  not  so  numerous  as  formerly,  as 
game  became  less  and  less  plentiful.  The  time  of  proprietors, 
surveyors,  line-markers,  lot-locators,  and  road-cleai'crs  had  ar- 
rived, and  treading  close  upon  their  heels  would  come  the  frontier 
settlers. 

Did  it  never  occur  (o  our  readers  during  their  i)rogress  through 
the  thinl  book  of  tliis  most  dclc(*.(nl>hj  history  that  our  venerable 
proprietors  might  have  been  a  little  too  avaricious  for  their  own 
good?  The  first  four  years  alter  the  gi*anti ng  of  the  charter  by 
Governor  "Wentworth  passed  rapidly  away  without  their  even  so 
much  as  making  an  offer  of  either  lauds  or  money  to  any  one  who 
would  settle  in  their  mountain  territory.  The  proprietors  of  other 
townships  were  shrewder  by  far,  and  oficred  botli  lands  and  money 
to  those  who  would  locate  on  and  improve  their  "gi'ants."  The 
consequence  was  that  many  towns  further  in  the  woods  had  num- 
erous Ecttlcrs,  while  our  lovely  little  hamlet  remained  a  howling 
wilderness.  Perhaps  John  Page  and  the  associate  grantees  thought 
tlie  land  was  so  fertile,  the  woods  so  beautiful,  the  hills  so  inviting, 
the  mountains  so  sublime,  the  game  so  plenty,  and  the  streams  and 
ponds  so  well  stocked  with  the  speckled  trout  and  golden  salmon, 
that  there  would  be  a  mighty  rush  of  settlers  eager  to  occupy  our 
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woodland  paradise,  and  tliat  thoy  should  make  an  immense  amount 
of  money  by  the  sale  of  their  lands  even  before  they  were  lotted. 
But  they  wero  most  thoroughly  disabused  of  tliis  idea  about  tlio 
time  thoy  lost  cvorytliing  by  forfeiting  their  charter.  They  learned 
to  their  great  cost  that  in  order  to  sell  any  portion  of  their  land 
they  must  first  give  away  some  of  it;  and  they  also  got  another 
''cute  idea"  through  their  heads — that  they  would  have  to  pay  a 
good  smart  bounty  to  any  man,  to  induce  him  to  receive  a  portion 
of  the  land  even  as  a  gift,  and  engage  to  settle  on  it.  The  reason 
of  this  was  that  tlicre  was  much  mora  land  to  be  settled  tliau  tliero 
wera  settlers  in  all  New  England. 

But  expeiiencei  that  high-priced  schoolmaster,  taught  them 
the  above  lesson,  and  in  1767  they  went  to  work  in  a  more  com- 
mon sense  manner.  At  two  consccuiivc  meetings  this  year  the 
subject  of  bestowing  lands  and  bounties  was  discussed,  but  it  was 
not  fully  determined  whether  tliey  would  give  them  or  not.  Yot 
the  rumor  of  what  might  be  exi>cctcd  to  be  done  went  abroad,  and 
as  a  portion  of  the  lands  had  already  been  laid  out  into  lots  by  the 
proprietors'  committee,  a  few  enteriirising  young  men  began  to 
turn  their  attention  to  them. 

But  befora  proceeding  further  wo  must  consider  briefly  what 
took  place  on  the  king's  gi*eat  highway  which  the  proprietors  had 
caused  to  be  cleared  thi*ough  Wari*en.  We  should  not  record  this 
slight  jotting  of  history,  but  that  we  consider  it  will  prove  a 
great  benefit  to  posted ty,  and  so  we  piously  note  it  down. 

The  firat  human  habitations  in  Warren,  of  which  we  have  any 
correct  knowledge,  were  tlie  wigwuniH  of  the  Indians;  the  next 
the  nide  camps  of  huntcra  and  trupiici's,  and  following  them  tlio 
camps  of  our  former  surveying  parties. 

But  when  the  spring  of  1767  came,  when  the  sun  ran  high  and 
tlie  warm  showcra  descended,  when  the  buds  on  tlie  trees  expand- 
ed, and  the  speckled  adder  tongues  pierced  up  by  the  snow  banks 
through  tlie  moist  mat  of  leaves  on  the  ground;  when  millions  of 
fiowers  wei*e  developing,  and  the  delicious  yellow  dandelion  grew 
blooming  so  sweetly  on  the  grassy  river  bank, — then  it  was  that 
travelers  journeying  to  the  lovely  Coos  country  through  the  land 
of  the  Pemigcwassctts,  built  beside  the  conimiltcc's  road,  or  ratlier 
tlie  Indian  trail,  two  exceedingly  line  and  hospitable  hotels,  even 
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Uoforo  n  single  white  man  had  moved  into  the  township.  One  of 
tlicm  was  located  beside  the  trail,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  As- 
qnarachamanke,  and  the  other  upon  the  shore  of  our  little  moun- 
tain pond,  Wachipauka.* 

They  were  only  one-story  hi^h,  a  low  one  at  that,  and  were 
built  in  the  most  economical  manner.  Two  crotched  stakes,  each 
about  six  feet  long,  were  driven  in  the  ground  about  seven  feet 
apart;  a  pole  was  placed  horizontally  in  the  forks  for  a  "plate;" 
two  others  some  twelve  feet  long  each  wei*o  then  placed  with  one 
end  on  the  liori7X)ntal  pole  and  the  other  on  the  ground,  seiTing 
for  rafters ;  on  these  were  fastened  the  ribs  for  the  roof,  and  then 
the  top  and  right  angled  trianglcd  sides  were  covei-cd  with  spruce 
bark.  Before  the  open  front,  which  generally  faced  the  southeast, 
the  fire  was  built. 

Although  there  was  neither  landlord  nor  landlady,  chamber- 
n^aid,  cook,  or  waiter,  hostler  or  errand  boy  about  these  one- 
roomed  hotels,  still  they  wei*e  most  welcome  inns  to  the  weary 
traveller.  If  he  could  not  find  provisions  in  them,  still  they 
afforded  hnu  comfortable  shelter,  with  a  soft  bed  of  moss  and 
hemlock  boughs,  and  the  dry  punk,  flint  and  steel,  could  always 
be  relied  upon  with  which  to  kindle  a  cheering  fire.  Whether  or 
not  the  bar  was  well  stocked  with  the  good  creature  we  are  not 
succinctly  informed ;  but  we  have  no  doubt  the  guests  would  have 
miscd  the  most  congenial  spirits,  provided  their  own  backs  hod 
been  stouter.  Their  dispositions  were  certainly  good  enough,  and 
their  stomachs  sufficiently  strong,  to  have  brought  the  requisite 
store  of  "old  i*um"  that  distance  into  the  wilderness.  Pocket  pis- 
tols of  approved  construction  wei*o  not  unknown  even  in  tlioso 
days,  and  the  canteen  or  bottle-shaped  gourd  slung  to  the  side  of 
the  sturdy  woodsman  who  set  his  face  towards  the  mountains  con- 
tained often  a  more  potent  restorative  than  pure  spring  water. 
Who  knows  but  that  these  "first  hotels'*  of  Warren  saw  many  a 
night  of  jovial  revelry  in  the  year  1766? 

**'  It  mny  be  proper  Tor  mo  to  Btato  in  thin  place  that  onr  foreratheri  had  taken 
tlio  prorniitioii  to  biiiid  cnnipn  on  the  i*onte  fVoni  Ilaverliill  to  Snltnliury,  one  camp 
hi  evory  Iwrlve  or  IUIimmi  mih'H.  niui  each  wnn  Hiipplini  with  lireworkN  find  fuel,  ro 
tliftt  n  Irnvcrilcr  f*oiii«l  noon  kindle  liini  li  Ih'o,  and  he  hn<l  tlie  bongliH  or  liemlu^k  for 
bin  be«I."— I*o\vor«'  Jllntory  of  (Jooh,  72. 

Th(?y  liml  two  campn  on  llie  lleiKltt-o'-Tinn(1,one  on  tlio  very  Bnmmit  ami  one  by 
the  brook  rnnnini^  fnnn  KtiHtninn  pon<l  into  Tiirletun  lukc.  Thu  cjuup  by  JSaHtnimi 
brook  w:ii  in  Piennont.— lUntory  or  Coos,  117. 
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Tavernfl  then  there  were,  two  of  thenii  by  the  old  Indian 
trail  in  those  early  times ;  but  who  cleared  the  first  land,  erpcted 
the  fintt  cabin,  and  brought  civilization  to  Warren,  we  will  tell  in 
our  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  II. 

ABOUT  JOSEPH  PATCH,  THE  FHtST  WHITE  SETTLER  OF  WABREN, 
AND  HOW  HE  HAD  A  FEW  HUNGRY  VISITORS  WHICH  ATE  UP 
ALL  HIS  PROVISIONS. 

Adam  was  the  first  man.  Eve  tlie  first  woman ;  Noah  and 

his  sons  peopled  the  earth  afler  the  flood ;  Columbus  discovorod 
America ;  Captain  Jolin  Smitli  explored  New  England,*  and 

JOSFPH  PATCH 

was  tlio  fir^t  bona  flde  settler  in  the  township  of  WaiTen. 

Some  men  are  born  great,  otliers  aclyeve  greatness,  and  some 
have  greatness  thrust  upon  them ;  and  thus  it  is  tlio  good  luck  of 
Joseph  l^itch,  by  Imppcniiig  to  bo  the  first  settler  of  our  mountain 
hamlet,  to  be  immortalized  in  tiiis  delightful  history. 

It  was  in  the  autumn  of  1767  that  he  first  came  to  Warren  to 
live.  He  had  imbibed  a  passion  for  hunting  in  his  earliest  boy- 
hood and  it  was  to  gratify  this  tiisto  that  ho  built  for  himself  a 
luinter's  camp,  the  lost  of  ScpUMiibcr,  beside  one  of  our  wildest 
mountain  torrents.  Hurricane  brook.f 

lie  was  a  young  man  not  yet  twenty-one  years  old.  He  had 
brown  hair,  blue  eyes,  light  complexion,  a  pleasing  expression  of 
countenance,  and  was  very  agreeable  in  conversation.  He  was  of 
a  middle  stature,  well  formed,  muscle  hard  and  compact,  would 
weigh  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  and  was  capable  of 
great  endurance.    He  had  courage,  and  was  cool  and  collected  in 


♦  New  Knglnnd  is  that  part  of  America  which,  together  with  Virginia,  Marv- 
land,  and  Nova  Scotia  were  by  the  Indians  called  (by  one  name)  Wingadocoa.— Ill 
Scries  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Col.  Vol.  3,  23S). 

t  Jacob  Patches  statement.    He  was  a  son  of  Joseph  Patch. 
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the  hour  of  danger.  It  is  told  how  he  lay  sleepiDg  upon  his  bed 
of  sprace  boaghs  one  dark  niglit  in  his  half-open  campi  when  the 
low  growling  of  the  dog  at  his  side  awoke  him.  The  fire,  which 
he  had  left  burning  when  he  went  to  sleep,  had  gone  out,  and  all 
was  black  darkness  in  the  woods.  Only  the  mstle  of  the  leaves 
overhead  and  tlie  low  murmur  of  the  brook  on  the  smooth-worn 
stones  distnrbed  the  silence.  Looking  cautiously  out  he  could  see 
notliing.  His  dog  continuing  to  growl,  he  put  liis  hand  on  Uio 
hound's  back  and  found  that  the  hair  was  as  stiff  as  brisUes. 
Again  he  looked  out,  and  happening  to  miso  his  eyes  ho  saw 
gleaming  in  the  branches  of  a  low  maple  what  seemed  two  balls 
of  fire.  Ue  knew  what  it  was ;  only  the  eyes  of  a  catamount 
could  glow  like  that.  He  felt  the  cold  sweat  creeping  oyer  liim, 
but  realizing  his  danger  he  recovered  himself,  coolly  picked  up  his 
gun,  took  delibei*ate  aim  and  fired.  Thera  was  a  wild  howl,  a 
dead  fall,  a  terrible  struggle  for  a  moment,  biting  the  earth  and 
rending  the  bark  from  the  trees,  and  the  ferocious  animal  was 
dead.  The  hunter's  courage  had  saved  his  life.  The  catamount 
was  preparing  to  spring  upon  him,  and  had  he  done  so  Patch 
would  have  been  torn  in  pieces.  He  built  a  bright  fire  for  the 
remainder  of  the  nighlf  and  in  the  morning  had  the  pleasure  of 
skinning  the  largest  catamount  he  ever  saw.* 

In  personal  appearance  he  was  the  real  backwoodsman.  Ho 
had  a  cap  of  wolfskin,  the  hair  considerably  worn  off;  no  vest  or 
coat,  but  a  short  sheep's  gray  fi*ock,  which  he  tucked  inside  his 
moosehide  breeches;  a  coarse  tow  shirt,  no  neck-tie,  woollen 
stockings,  and  tlie  real  ludlun  moccasins  on  liis  feet.  Ills  dress 
was  stout  and  would  not  easily  be  torn  among  the  trees  and  undeiv 
brush  through  which  he  hastened. 

Patch  was  *^  bom  of  poor  but  respectable  parents  "  in  IloUis, 
N.  H.  His  father's  name  was  Thomas  Patch.  His  early  educa- 
tion was  much  neglected,  he  having  attended  school  but  a  few 
months  in  his  life.  His  boyhood  had  been  passed  on  his  fhtlier's 
farm,  and  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  gaining  a  few  pence  in 
autumn  by  building  culheag  traps  on  the  banks  of  his  native 
streams,  to  catch  mink  and  muskrat,  and  he  was  also  skillful  in 
setting  steel  traps  for  foxes. 

*  Mrs.  iiobort  Wyatt  said  she  beard  Mr.  Tatch  firequoutly  relate  this  adTontiure. 
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When  the  mania  for  occupying  northoi'ii  lands  first  caino  on 
lie  accompanied  tlio  Ilobarts  and  AVobstors,  liis  townsmen,  into 
ilio  wilderness.  lie  at  iirst  resided  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Hobart, 
in  New  Plymouth,  of  whom  he  bought  some  laud.  But  avarice 
and  cupidity  got  the  better  of  his  employer's  morality,  and  ho 
cheated  Patch  out  of  it.  In  after  years  Ilobart  repented  and  to 
ease  his  own  conscience  gave  our  first  settler  two  cows  in  payment.* 
Putrh  afi^rwurds  workod  for  Diivid  WebsUu*,  inn  keeper,  a  short 
time,  and  was  often  employed  as  a  guide  through  the  woods  to  the 
Coos  intervals. 

Just  west  of  the  main  (carriage  road  now  running  through  the 
town,  Just  east  of  the  railroad  and  on  tlie  south  bank  of  Hurricane 
braok,  Joseph  Patch  built  his  hunter's  camp.  Game  was  plenty, 
(treat  fat  salmon  were  swimming  in  the  river,  and  trout  that 
would  weigh  several  pounds  apiece  sported  in  the  brooks.  There 
were  partridges  in  abundance,  and  thousands  of  rabbits  had  hero 
a  warren — so  that  there  need  bo  no  lack  of  something  to  eat. 
One  mi«;ht  hunt,  trap,  or  ilsh  at  pleasure.  Wolf,  bear,  moose,  or 
deer  could  be  shot,  and  beaver,  otter,  sable,  fox,  mink,  or  muskrat 
captured  for  a  rich  store  of  peltries.  These  wei*e  the  inducements 
that  brought  Joseph  Patch  to  Warren, 

Could  you  have  stood  by  his  cayip  a  huiulred  yeai's  ago  you 
would  have  felt  that  you  wore  a  long  way  in  the  wilderness,  that 
you  had  somewhat  of  a  rural  house  to  stop  at,  that  there  was 
plenty  of  wood  to  burn  and  that  there  was  a  great  chance  for 
clearing  before  there  could  be  any  very  fine  farms.  You  would 
have  seen  hanging  upon  or  fastened  to  the  great  pine  trees  around 
the  skins  of  all  the  various  animals  above  mentioned,  drying  with 
the  ilesh  side  out,  the  many-colored  tails  pendant  presenting  a  gay 
and  attractive  appearance. 

Joseph  Patch  had  seen,  at  Plymouth,  the  proprietors'  commit- 
tee, that  came  to  Warren  the  previous  spring,  and  he  had  heard 
them  say  that  in  all  probability  land  in  AVarren  would  be  giveu  by 
the  proprietors,  cither  in  the  fall  or  the  next  spring,  to  any  one 
who  would  settle  upon  it,  and  that  the  tirst  settler  would  have  liis 
tlrst  choice  of  lots,  lie  had  lost  what  he  had  purchased  at  Ply- 
mouth, and  one  day,  as  the  story  goes,  recollecting  what  the  com- 

*  Jacob  Pntch'R  nlntcnient. 

N 
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mittce  lind  said,  he  tlionght  it  might  ho  an  excellent  idea  to  select 
the  lot  whei*e  he  had  built  his  camp.  Afler  thinking  of  (he  sub- 
ject for  some  time  'he  finally  concluded  as  he  had  possession — 
which  by  the  way  is  esteemed  nine  points  in  law — that  committee 
or  no  eommittce,  gift  or  no  gift,  he  would  have  it  if  iM)8siblo  and 
remain  where  he  was. 

The  next  step  was  to  choose  a  spot  for  clearing,  and  the  fintt 
week  in  Octoba*  he  fqll  an  acre  or  more  of  trees.  The  Indinu 
summer  dried  them,  and  setting  them  on  fire  he  got  an  excellent 
bui*n.  Before  snow  fell  he  had  cleaitid  the  gi*ound  ready  for 
planting  the  next  spring.  This  first  opening  in  the  forest — the 
initial  aci*e  clearing — was  just  cast  of  the  ''Forks"  school-house, 
sometimes  called  Clough  school-house.  It  was  in  the  corner  of 
this  lot  that  he  planted  the  first  apple  ti-cc  that  ever  grew  in  War- 
ren. Patch  next  cleared  a  small  piece  of  land  a  few  rods  soutli- 
wost  of  his  camp. 

It  now  became  necessary  to  change  his  hunter's  camp  into  a 
cabin,  so  he  dug  himself  a  cellar,  stoned  it,  built  over  it  a  log 
shanty,  covered  it  with  spruce  bark  and  tightened  it  with  moss. 
A  cliimnoy  of  flat  stones  was  built  on  one  side,  over  a  capacious 
fire-place;  his  door  was  made  of  rifled  boards,  hewed  down  with 
his  axe,  and  an  opening  in  the  wall,  closed  at  will  with  a  shutter 
made  in  the  same  manner  as  the  door,  admitted  the  light. 

On  the  top  of  a  great  pine  stump,  cut  smoothly  for  the  pur- 
pose, he  built  of  stones  and  earth  a  tolerable  Dutch  oven.  Thus 
Airnished  he  was  ready  for  the  winter. 

The  remains  of  the  apple  tree  which  he  planted,  the  old  cellar 
fallen  in,  and  the  stump  on  which  lie  built  his  oven,  are  yet  to  be 
seen.* 

In  addition  to  these  labors  he  had  good  success  in  hunting. 
lie  found  several  beaver  meadows,  one  on  Hlacrk  brook,  one  on 
Berry  brook,  and  one  on  Patch  brook.  There  was  a  beautiful  pond 
on  the  latter  stream,  formed  by  a  dam  built  of  poles  and  mud,  as 
only  beavers  can  build  a  dam,  and  on  the  shores  were  numerous 

•Jacob  Pntch'8  Htat^mcnt,  1857. 

JoiiuUiAii  Ciuuffli's  Htntoiiiciil.  Ml*.  C. ttliowed  likuwUo  the  npph'tn;!',  tlicccUar, 
and  tho  pIno  Htiiinp  on  which  Patch  built  \\\^  t»voii.  A  ruler  IVoni  the  tiiink  of  thu 
upplo-trois  lie  llrtit  plunl4!il  !«  in  cxintvncu.  It  Man  nimlo  by  Aiuoh  F.  ChniKh,  iu 
ISSO.  The  trunk  is  nearly  aU  gone,  but  new  ttpronttt  iiuvo  Krowu  up,  markiuK  Ihi* 
place  of  the  old  tree. 
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picliireflqno,  conical  little  niud  doinicils,  full  of  various  apari- 
montA  opening  only  into  tlio  water,  in  which  the  boavcrfi  lived, 
rt  seemed  too  bad  to  destroy  the  habitations  of  these  almost  half- 
human  and  industrions  villagcrR.  But  such  thoughts  never  enter 
the  head  of  a  hunter,  and  Joseph  Patch  was  very  successful  and 
took  great  pleasure  in  trapping  these  diligent  animals.  His  mink 
and  sable  lines  were  also  very  productive.  Thus  ho  passed  his 
time  till  the  streams  froze  up  and  the  snow  flow. 

Then  he  constiiicted  a  sled  and  took  a  journey  "  down 
country  "  to  sell  the  rich  product  of  his  hunting.  Necessaries  pur- 
chased and  he  relurned  to  his  cabin  in  the  wilderness. 

It  is  win(.er  now.  ilosoph  Patch  is  alone  in  a  gi*eat  forest. 
His  nearest  neighbor  is  a  Mr.  Davis,  who  lives  in  that  notable 
tract  of  country,  since  inhabited  by  a  proud,  good-feeling  people, 
called  after  our  royal  governor,  Wentworth.  Alexander  Craig* 
lived  in  Romney — now  called  Rumncy  on  account  of  the  immense 
amount  of  *'good  mm,"  said  to  be  "  excellent  for  sore  eyes,"  kept 
and  drank  by  the  jolly  roisterers  who  have  inhabited  that  fair 
region.  There  was  quite  a  settlement  at  Plymouth — not  the  Ply- 
mouth of  Cape  Cod  Bay,  where  pious  ministers  with  vinegar 
faces  ))rcachcd  to  witch-hanging  congregations — but  Plymouth, 

*K|)hraini  Lund  built  flic  flmt  saw  nnd  ATiftt  mlU  in  Plymnutb,  near  whera 
Corlirnn*M  niillM  now  arc.  Mr.  J)rarlM)rn  nnys  that  in  1705  Jaino«  Ilcaln.  fVom  Can* 
trrluiry,  Daniel  UriiinanI,  Kk«i..  and  Alcvanilnr  CrnI;;  made  HcltlnmontM  in  Itomnrv. 
Soon  a'acr  a  Mr.  I>avl«  uiored  Into  Wcntwortli,  aud.lOHoph  Patch  into  Warren!  He 
nny»  that  hn  known  that  those  ivcrc  the  fIrKt  HcttlcrB  in  Uicho  towns,  l>ut  will  not  l>o 
poHitivo  as  to  the  year  they  mtuXe  their  entrance.— Powers'  Hist,  of  Coos,  172. 

"  March  1,  177.5.  This  may  certify  that  Joseph  Patch  is  entitled  to  one  hundred 
acres  of  land  in  the  township  of  Wninen,  by  his  settling  in  said  town,  agroeablv  to 
a  vote  of  the  proprietary  of  said  townHliip  in  the  year  1773.  We  agree  that  ho  shall 
have  lot  No.  10  in  the  l)th  nuige  in  the  second  division  in  said  township  for  the 
same.  P.  WHITK, 

KHENKZKIl    STKVKN8, 
Coinn)itt4>e  in  the  year  1774  to  lay  lots  for  settlerH." 

.Inn.  IM,  I7H7.  "  Vnlrd  MitiL.loHeph  Palch  linve  lllHTty  to  pitrli  utw  lot  in  lien  of 
that  he  formerly  nitrhcfl  in  said  town  for  a  Hctller's  lot,  whicii  liappcUH  to  be  In 
Coventry  by  the  running  IJie  la«t  lliie»." 

.Inne  28,  1787.  "  VoumI  that  Joseph  Patch  have  lot  No.  14  in  the  third  range  of 
lots  laid  out  for  settlerH'  lotH,  and  for  lots  Utkcn  into  other  towns  by  a  new  lino;  it 
being  in  lien  of  one  that  was  taken  into  Coventry  that  was  givon  him  for  settling  in 
saidlown." 

See  Proprietors'  Itecords. 

.fOSKPlI   I'ATCII'8  rAMlLr  UKCOHD. 

He  married  ytnna  Merrill.    Slie  was  i>oni  Dec.  2S,  17W;. 

D:nilel,  born  Keliniary,  177H.  .lacoii,  born  August  i:J,  17HIJ. 

.loHeph,.lr.,  born  April,  1780.  William,    j  He  was  a  lame  man  and 

David,  l)orn  1782.  tauglit  school  on  Pine  hill.] 

Anna,  born  1784.  Stephen,  oom  August  3, 1705. 

Thomas. 
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N.  H.  Daniel  Cross  and  Mr.  John  ^fann  had  founded  the  mighty 
town  of  Orfoi-dy  soniothnos  vulgarly  called  Oxford,  uwin^  proba- 
bly to  €ho  huge  oxen  raised  theits.  The  lioots.  Crooks,  and 
Daleys  had  set  down  in  the  territoiy  named  Piermont,  which  ex- 
tends westwaitl  quite  to  the  Yarscho,  or  fresh,  or  Connectlcnt 
river,  as  the  Dutchmen  call  it.  Tliere  were  numerous  familios 
squatted  on  the  rich  meadows  of  the  Coosucks,  but  not  a  human 
being  lived  in  old  Coventry — the  hind  wliero  blueberry  liills 
abound — or  in  Peeling,  or  in  Trecothick,  great  wilderness  regions 
beyond  the  eastern  mountains.  Patch  was  ventably  alone.  Yet 
the  solitude  was  not  so  terrible  as  it  was  a  year  before.  True  ho 
heard  the  howl  of  the  wolves  every  night,  except  when  the  tcm- 
{Hsst  was  so  loud  as  to  drown  it.  Catamount  tracks  were  seen  in 
the  snow,  and  he  bolted  his  door  and  fastened  his  one  shutter 
tightly  when  in  tlie  darkness  its  terribly  human  cry,  fi*cezing  Uie 
blood,  came  sounding  through  the  foi^est.  There  were  yards  of 
wild  deer  on  the  hills  and  in  the  ravines  frarn  which  the  spring 
torrents  rushed,  and  Josepli  Pateh  also  saw  yarded  by  the  Asquani- 
chumauke  great  wild  beasts,  or  moose,  which  John  Josselyn, 
G^nt.,  describes  as  ''  Creaturos,  or  rather  if  you  will,  Monsters  of 
superfluity."  '' A  fhll-grown  moose,'' to  use  his  own  language, 
"is  many  times  bigger  than  an  English  oxe,  their  horns,  as  I  havo 
said  elsewhere,  very  big,  (and  brancht  out  in  palms),  the  tips 
whereof  are  sometimes  found  to  be  two  fathoms  o^sunder,  (a 
fatliom  is  six  feet,  fVom  the  tip  of  one  finger  to  the  tip  of  the 
otlier,  that  is  four  cubits),  and  in  height  from  the  toe  of  the  fore- 
foot to  the  pitch  of  the  shoulder  twelve  foot,  both  of  which  has 
been  taken  by  my  sceptiquc  readers  to  be  monstrous  lyes.  If  you 
consider  the  bredth  that  the  beast  carricth  and  the  magnitude  of 
the  horns  you  will  be  easily  induced  to  contribute  your  belief." 
One  of  these  "monsters  of  supei-fluity"  our  iirst  settler  killed  for 
the  sake  of  the  meat,  and  a  shot  now  and  then  furnished  delicious 
venison,  equal  to  any  procured  from  an  English  park,  lie  buried 
the  greater  part  in  the  snow,  to  remain  frozen  for  future  use,  and 
dug  it  out  when  wanted.  One  night  his  dog,  lying  by  the  Are  on 
the  hearth,  barked.  He  listened  and  heard  out  in  the  woods  the 
howl  of  a  pack  of  wolves  coming.  They  were  famished  and  food 
they  must  Inive.    They  growled  about  the  house,  snapped  at  the 
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cloRocl  door,  ftiicl  mounted  by  the  snow  bank  upon  the  bark  roof. 
VnicU  llionglit  there  was  danger  (hoy  might  come  dowJi  (ho  chim- 
ney, so  lie  piled  liis  morning  wood  on  tlic  firc,  making  the  smok- 
ing fhie  a  diflicnit  phice  of  ingress.  -All  at  once  there  was  a  sharp 
bark,  a  howl,  then  a  harry,  then  growling,  snapping,  snarling 
like  hungry  dogs,  and  the  man  in  the  cabin  knew  that  his  visitors 
were  making  most  free  with  liis  moose  meat  and  venison.  Ue 
was  content,  for  he  was  aware  that  wlien  that  was  gone  he  would 
get  a  clean  riddance  of  his  ravcnons  friends,  the  wolves,  and  then 
with  his  long  barreled  gun  he  could  easily  replenish  his  stock  of 
provisions.  The  next  day  however,  as  a  mutter  of  precaution,  ho 
strengthened  his  roof.* 

Thus  the  weeks  went  by,  with  plenty  to  eat  and  nothing  to  do 
but  chop  his  firewood,  or  hunt  np  the  valley  or  on  the  mountains 
for  a  day,  acconiiumied  by  his  faiMHiil  dog,  or  a  trip  to  l*ly mouth 
now  and  then,  to  learn  the  news  and  to  obtain  supplies,  which  ho 
drew  to  cani})  ni)on  a  hand-sled;  with  an  occasional  visit  from  his 
disinnt  neighbors  in  the  wild  bordering  regions,  or  a  call  from 
some  northern  traveller, —  thus  pjisscd  the  wiufer.  The  spring 
ranin  wiili  its  warm  sun,  nielling  snows,  wild  monnlain  torrents, 
roaring  river,  expanding  buds,  green  grass,  bright  woodland 
flowers,  and  then — road-committee,  suiTcying,  lot-locating  party, 
and  last,  though  best  of  all,  cheering  neighboi-s,  as  the  next  chap- 
ter will  show. 

*.Saiiiticl  McrrUrH  Hliitcnicnt;  f*iii«l  lie  hnd  hcnril  Palcli  tell  tills  story  often. 

.loHoph  rntc.h  mnvcd  to  tho  north  bnnk  of  Tatch  brook  nntl  had  his  house  on 
the  e.'i8t  hide  of  the  old  Cooh  rond.  llifi  sou,  Joseph  Patch,  Jr.,  built  the  house 
noAv  [1870]  occupied  by  Jonathan  Eaton,  and  lived  in  it  until  he  sold  it  to  Mr. 
JRaton. 


CHA1>TER  III. 

HOW  EIQirrKEN  FAMILIES  AND  TWO  SINGLE  GENTLEMEN  CAME  TO 
WARREN  TO  RESIDE  AND  AMUSED  THEMSELVES  BUILDING  CABINS, 
CI^EARINO  LAND,  HUNT1N4S  MOOSE  AND  DEEU  ON  THE  HILI^,  AND 
FI8HINO  IN  THE  (?LEAR  UArn>  TUOUT  8TKKAMS. 

And  now  tho  solitary  places  sliall  bo  made  glad,  and  tho 

wilderness  shall  blossom  like  a  i*oso.  How  it  all  happono<l,  who 
come  to  do  it,  tho  oi*dcr  of  their  coming,  and  the  timo  when  thoy 
came,  will  constitute  the  nnity  of  tliis  most  welcome  chapter  of 
"Warren's  history. 

We  have  seen  how  onr  worthy  propi-ictors  in  the  spring  of 
1768  began  to  put  forth  the  most  pixnligious  oflTorts  to  save  their 
woll-timbei*ed  lands  up  among  the  hills.  Wo  remember  how  at 
the  annual  meeting  it  was  voted  to  give  each  individual  who 
should  settle  in  town  prior  to  October  1st,  17G8,  Afty  acres  of  land 
and  six  pounds  in  money ;  liow  tlic  roud-cloarlng  conimitlco  came 
up  to  Warren,  how  thoy  were  to  lay  out  tlic  twenty-live  lots  of 
land  in  such  place  as  tlicy  thought  proper,  and  how  each  family 
who  should  settle  as  above  should  have  one  of  the  lots,  the  ili*st 
settler  to  have  his  tirst  choice,  and  so  each  in  his  order. 

This  was  the  tempting  bait.  It  had  the  desired  eflect.  Dan- 
ger of  losing  everything  was  why  it  wiis  thrown  out,  and  pei^sons 
wishing  to  become  real  estate  holders  as  well  as  pioneers  on  the 
frontier,  eagerly  caught  at  it. 

I  have  heard  my  uncle*  say,  and  he  was  well  versed  in  such 
mattei*s,  that  the  llrst  family  that  settled  in  Wari^en  was  from 
Poi*tsmouth,  N.  II.    He  said  that  in  the  spring  of  1768,  befoi*e  the 

*UeuJainiiiLiUIc. 
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snow  wn8  liaixlly  gone,  Mil.  John  Mili^,  with  his  wife  and  their 
son  .lohn,  soverni  other  cJiildron  niul  Mr.  Mills'  sister,  with  one 
horse  on  which  lliev  rode  bv  turns  and  on  whose  back  was  borne 
A  decidedly  small  stock  of  lionsehold  furniture,  and  also  driying  a 
cow  along  with  them,  came  journeying  up  tlie  bridle-path  to 
Warren.  The  proiiriotors  had  oiTcred  the  land  and  Phillips  White 
bad  ]>ersnadod  Mr.  Mills  t^  come  on  as  a  settler. 

Mis  wan  the  iirst  clioice  of  lotx.  lie  chose  one  that  was 
bounded  west  by  the  AK(|uanichuniauke,and  through  the  meadow 
on  the  east  flowed  Patch  brook.  On  the  ridge  which  once  formed 
a  part  of  the  second  of  the  three  geological  terraces  in  the  Asqnam- 
chumauke  valley,  just  south  of  the  river  bridge  in  the  lower  vil- 
lage, and  cast  of  tlie  great  railroad  bridge,  he  selected  the  site  of 
his  cabin.  It  was  a  frail  habitation,  erected  on  the  very  day  of 
his  arrival,  but  it  sei*ved  as  a  shelter  during  the  summer.  Upou 
one  side  he  built  a  stone  Are-place,  and  a  chimney  of  small  sticks 
and  mud.  Household  furniture  he  had  next  to  none,  and  he  was 
under  the  necessity  of  manufacturing  some. 

He  made  a  rustic  table,  but  a  good  one  as  my  uncle  testified, 
by  splitting  a  large  ash  tree  into  sevei*al  thin  ])ieces,  smoothing 
them  with  his  axe,  and  tlien  pinning  them  side  by  side  to  two 
other  pieces  which  ran  in  opposite  directions  in  tlio  form  of  cleats. 
This  lie  fantA^ined  to  one  side  of  the  cabin,  supporting  it  by  small 
posts  driven  into  the  ground  for  legs,  liut  he  had  a  more  novel 
method  for  making  chairs,  and  it  was  the  one  generally  practiced 
by  the  tlrst  seMlers.  The  top  of  a  spruce  or  tlr  ti*ee  was  selected, 
upon  uhicli  several  limbs  w<*.re  growing;  this  was  split  through 
the  middle,  the  limbs  cut  off  the  proper  length  for  legs,  and  afler 
smoothing  to  suit  the  fancy  the  chair  was  complete.  Sometimes 
the  body  of  the  tree  was  cut  nearly  off,  and  then  quite  off  at  a  proper 
distnnce,  the  wood  split  down  and  quite  a  comfortable  back  left. 
These  made  durable  chairs,  and  the  instances  were  rare  in  which 
it  became  necessary  to  send  them  to  the  cabinet  maker  for  repairs 
— especially  to  have  the  legs  glued  in. 

Bedsteads  were  made  by  boring  two  holes  into  the  log  walls 
of  the  cabin,  about  six  feet  apart.  In  these  were  driven  two  sap- 
ling poles,  the  ends  of  the  same  being  supported  by  posts.  For 
cords  elm  bark  was  used. 
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A  \\U\o,  liai*d-moatedy  leathern-sided,  wiry  man,  with  gmy 
eyes  and  grizziy  hair,  was  John  Mills.  Ills  son  John  also  was  aa 
tongh  as  tripe,  and  taken  botli  together  they  were  just  tlie  men  to 
make  a  settlement  in  the  wilderness. 

Almost  the  first  thing  they  did  after  erecting  their  rude  cabia 
was  to  tear  out  the  logs  in  the  beaver  dam  and  drain  the  pond. 
lfei*o  wild  grass  grow,  which,  together  witli  a  few  tuniiiuiy 
ekeil  out  with  birch  and  hemlock  browse  and  such  other  rough 
'  fodder,  was  suillciont  to  keep  the  horse  antl  cow  during  tlio 
winter.  All  summer  their  little  stock  ptutturod  on  the  banks  of 
the  river  or  browsed  in  the  woods.  Then  the  men  cleared  a  few 
acres  of  land  to  the  soutli  and  east  of  their  cabin,  where  tliey 
planted  corn,  turnips,  and  pumpkins,  and  a  large  quantity  of  beans, 
which  served  as  the  basis  of  tliat  favorite  dish,  bean  iK>rridgOy 
with  which  they  so  often  regaled  (hemsclves.  The  seed  was 
almost  all  obtained  at  Plymoutli  and  Haverhill. 

John  Mills  was  proud  of  his  little  farm.  His  field  was  Uien, 
and  is  now,  a  place  of  beautii\il  springs,  of  swift  and  crystalline 
brooks.  Above  tliem  dances  in  the  A-csh  Juno  breeze,  frisky  and 
festive, — warbling,  chirping,  singing — the  little  black -backed, 
white-breasted,  gay  and  jolly  bob-o'-liiicoln,  making  all  the  time 
music  sweet  and  loud  enough  to  burst  his  slender  throat.  In  tlie 
trees  that  hang  over  the  waters,  and  ui>on  the  banks,  the  thrusli 
and  the  robin  build  their  nests,  and  send  out  over  tlio  gi*ocn  sward 
the  men*y  song,  or  at  evening  their  long  plaintive  carol,  while  in 
autumn  the  hill  and  mountain  eastwaixl  bui*st  into  a  crimson  blaze 
of  licauty. 

Mr.  Mills  also  changed  work  with  l^[r.  Patch,  by  helping 
tlie  latter  clear  and  plant,  while  our  hunter-settler,  with  a  rifio 
which  he  bought  the  last  winter,  )>aying  for  it  in  furs,  procured 
moose  meat  and  venison  for  his  neiglil>or.* 

Now  it  so  happened  that  thcro  was  journeying  northward  to 
find  a  home  in  the  forest  a  certain  Irishman  recently  from  the 
ICmerald  isle,  named  James  Aiken.  With  his  wife  and  two  child- 
ren, one  night  in  May,  he  stopped  at  our  public  hotel  on  the  west 

*The  old  MtUert  used  to  teU  how  the  wolves  howle<l  aboat  John  Mills'  boase 
the  Arst  winter  he  liye<l  in  town,  and  looked  into  hin  only  window,  luilting  their 
noses  against  the  wiudoW'pane,  and  sturing  at  tlio  funiily  us  thoy  Hut  liy  the  grent 
Uro-idace  in  the  evening;  hut  Mills'  folks  wore  not  to  be  IVighlcnod  by  such 
visitors. 
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Ijaiik  of  the  Afiquainchuinaiikc.  The  next  morning  tlio  sun  came 
up  hot  and  tlic  weather  was  sultry.  Nevertheless  the  family 
shouldered  their  packs  and  began  their  journey.  For  a  time  they 
got  along  well,  for  the  tall  trees  through  which  the  path  ran 
aflbrdcd  an  agreeable  shade,  and  the  rippling  of  the  river  and 
Black  brook — tlie  Mikascota — made  mellow  music  in  their  oars. 
But  when  they  arrived  on  the  ridge  between  the  brook  and  the 
river  the  trees  were  more  scattered,  and  the  sun,  which  had  got 
higher,  shot  his  vertirul  rays  directly  upon  their  heads,  nniking 
the  day  intolerably  hot.  "IJe  jabers,"  said  James  AikOn, '*  in 
faith  f  can*t  sl4Uid  this ; ''  and  the  rest  of  the  family  being  some- 
what of  the  same  mind,  and  also  slightly  foot-sore,  tlicy  camo 
to  a  halt  near  the  present  site  of  AVarren  depot.  The  river  looked 
])leasant  and  the  meadow  beyond  inviting,  and  our  traveller 
thought  he  might  journey  to  the  workVs  eiul  and  not  iind  a  bettor 
place  or  a  more  pleasant  home.  But  the  fact  that  he  did  not  own 
a  foot  of  the  land  made  him  hesitate.  But  in  a  moment  it  was  all 
right,  "For,"  said  he,  "  an' surely  we  shan't  be  seen  here  in  the 
woods,  if  we  only  get  a  good  distance  from  the  path." 

Itcsuming  their  packs,  they  left  the  old  Indian  trail,  crossed 
the  river,  climbed  out  of  the  meadow  half  a  mile  to  the  east,  and 
on  the  second  plateau  or  terrace,  just  beside  a  clear  babbling 
brook,  they  chose  a  spot  for  their  cabiu.  It  was  built  that  very 
day  of  posts  and  bark,  and  served  as  a  shelter  till  the  fi*0dts  came 
and  the  leaves  fell,  when  they  erected  a  strong  cabin  of  hewed 
logs,  better  than  any  i\wy  had  ever  had  in  old  Ireland.  The 
cellar  that  they  dug,  though  now  nearly  tilled  up,  is  yet  to  be  seen. 

The  next  morning  Aiken  climbed  up  on  to  the  ledgy  hillside 
east  of  his  cabin,  as  my  old  uncle*  told  me,  where  ho  could  got  a 
good  prospect,  and  was  greatly  surprised  to  see  a  blue  smoke  curl- 
ing lazily  out  of  the  forest,  atid  floating  away  above  the  trees  half 
a  mile  to  the  south  of  him.  **  \\c  j.abers!  I  have  got  neighbors," 
said  James  Aiken,  and  being  a  genial  soul  ho  was  not  long  in 
making  their  ac(|uainUince. 

A  foot-path  blazed  through  the  wood  to  the  proprietors'  high- 
way, and  another  to  John  Mills',  were  the  only  i*oads  ever  built  to 

the  Irishman's  cabin. 

-*— ^         -      - — ~ 

*  Ucnjaniiu  LUtlc. 
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J  AUKS  Aiken  was  tlius  the  third  settlor  lu  >Viurrcu;  and  Mr. 
John  Mills  had  still  another  neighbor  just  to  Die  north  of  his 
own  location. 

Joshua  Corr,  Esq.,  Die  fourtli  settlor,  caine  to  Warren  iyom 
Ilauipstoad,  N.  IL,  the  last  of  May,  17G8.  Ho  clioso  a  lot  hiid  out 
by  the  committee,  and  built  his  cabin  on  the  southerly  sloixs  of 
Red  Oak  hill,  forty  or  fifty  rods  north  of  Martin  brook,  vrliidi 
runs  at  its  base. 

Copp  was  broad-shouldered,  square-built,  with  an  open,  intel- 
lectual -  countenance,  and  was  always  a  man  of  much  infiueneo. 
He  was  energetic  and  hard-working,  and  tliat  summer  would  often 
come  home  to  his  dinner  of  bean-porridge,  from  the  woods  where 
he  had  been  burning  a  piece,  with  his  short  frock  and  long-legged 
breeches  crusted  with  ashes,  and  his  face  smirched  wilh  coals, 
nis  table,  around  which  gathered  his  wife  and  five  diildrou, 
besides  himself,  was  mmle  of  a  single  board,  which  ho  hewed 
from  an  immense  pine  tree.  Often  there  was  but  one  dish  npon 
it.  a  large  wooden  bowl,  which  he  also  made,  and  it  would  hold 
ten  quarts.  This  was  filled  with  bean  porridge — the  best  meal  of 
victuals  in  his  shanty.  Funiished  each  with  a  wooden  spoon,  the 
whole  family  would  eat  out  of  it  at  once.* 

In  Mr.  Copp's  house  Joshua  Copp,  Jr.,  was  born,  February 
25tli,  1769, —  Warren's  first  white  son.  But  we  never  heard  tliat 
Mrs.  Copp,  his  mother,  ever  i*cceivcd  a  lot  of  land  or  other  bounty, 
as  was  customary  in  those  times. f 

*Tlie  tettlers  made  lieaii  porridge  by  boiling  tlio  bcaii«  very  ko(1,  tldckcnluir 
the  liquor,  mid  adding  a  pieco  of  t>alt  porlc  to  M'artoii  it.  A  li.'uidnd  or  corn  wan 
tK)nictime8  put  in.  It  in  Hiud— I  ilo  not  voucii  lor  itM  tnitli— Cluit  \vlu*n  tlicgiHMl  man 
wan  going  awajr  witli  lu8  team  tlie  woman  would  nmku  a  pot  i>oiTid^  and  fVetsze  it 
with  the  Btring  in,  so  that  he  could  liang  it  on  Win  8lcd-8tuikC,  and  whon  lie  wanted 
to  bait  he  might  cut  off  u  piece  and  thaw  it. 


t  J08UUA  AND  8ALLV  (PoOTj  COPP'8  FAllII.V  ItKCUltl). 

lie  waa  bom  m  llampHtcad,  May  11, 17-11.    She  wait  bom  in  Uowlcy,  Ovt.  S7,  1741. 

MurrictI,  8cpt.  I'J,  1758. 

Molly,  iMim  .luly  15,  I7fi9.  MtiiiUiblo,  bom  May  15,  1773. 

Kliacal»cth,  boni  April  14, 1701.  4icoi-};(;  Wiihhiii|Ctoii,  burn  AugUMttM, 

MoHCM,  lM>rii  Fob.  ^i,  17U:t.  177(i. 

Klipiialot,  l>orn  FvU.  it7. 17(i5.  Saniiicl,  b<»rn  Aug.  !l,  1778. 

Sarah,  bom  Mari'li&'i,  I7U7.  Ilciijaniin  laUli',  iMtm  Sfpl.  12,  17HU. 

.loHhua,  Fob.  25,  I7i».  Nnt  laiiicl  l'oab<M|y,  bom  .hint' 2.1,  178:1. 

HuMaunali,  bom  Mandi  2U,  1771.  William  Waliaci*,  bom  April  a,  178(i. 

BeuJ.  L.  died  November  2J,  17tM. 


Oct 
plan 


>ct.  10.  17fr7.    "  Voteil  that  Phillips   White,  KHq.,  Iiavo  a  lot  marked  on  the 
,  *  rhillipii  White,  N,'  adjoining  (»ii  lot  No.  la,  laid  out  to  the  right  of  Belcher 
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Ksquira  Copp  ilrovo  a  cow  into  tlic  wildonioss.  During  Uio 
RUimiicr  slio  could  iivo  well  enough,  feeding  by  the  brook  and  in 
tlio  woods,  but  in  tlio  winter  slic  must  iiavc  Imy.  Ilis  noiglibor, 
Joseph  Fatcli,  told  liiin  tlici*c  was  a  beaver  pond  on  the  Mikosoota 
or  Black  brook,  and  around  the  sedgy  shoit)  wild  grass  grew  in 
groat  abundance. 

It  was  a  June  day  when  he  went  to  the  valley  of  Uunaway 
pond,  where  was  the  little  tarn  of  the  beavers.  lie  left  the  pro- 
prietors' road,  which  ran  some  forty  rods  to  the  west,  and  pro- 
ceeding noiselessly  through  the  woods  came  to  the  water's  edge. 
A  wood  duck  with  her  brood  was  swimming  on  its  surface;  sand- 
pijKjrs,  uUxjring  their  (jucnilous  "  wcct,  wcct,"  ran  through  their 
reedy  haunts:  a  blue  heron  was  watching  for  iish  at  the  outlet, 
and  by  the  head  of  (he  pond,  on  the  blasted  peak  of  a  gi*eat  pine, 
an  eagle  stood  out  against  the  sky.  Uo  saw  the  long  row  of 
beaver  huts  opposite,  and  a  single  beaver,  watching  him,  sank  in 
the  water  and  disappeared,  leaving  scarcely  a  ripple.  Following 
along  the  shore  a  wild-cat  sprang  across  his  track;  the  blue  hei*on 
at  the  outlet  llcw  away;  the  duck  with  her  brood  dove  and  rose 
farther  oil'  toward  the  head  of  the  pond,  then  dove  and  rose  again 
still  further  away,  and  the  eagle  screaming  soared  aloft  in  mighty 
circles  till  lost  in  the  deep  blue.  For  a  moment  only  he  paused; 
then  with  his  axe  he  cut  a  lever,  pried  out  some  of  the  logs  in  tbp 
dam — the  gurgling  water  rushing  through  assisting  him — and 
befoi*e  night  the  beaver  ])ond  was  gone  forever.  In  August  he  cut 
a  large  quanlily  of  gnujs  upon  this  nuulc  meadow,  stacked  it,  and 
with  the  help  of  his  neighbors  drew  away  upon  haudsleds  the 
ensuing  winter  what  the  moose  and  deer  did  not  eat. 

Mr.  Epiiuaim  Tuuk  came  from  somewhere  down  country, 
but  from  what  town  never  could  be  learned,  even  from  the  oldest 


hole,  wlHi  :i  fxorf*  of  I.iihI  Ivln»r  nvnr  unto  nnifl  lot;  ami  ii  lot  No.  17,  In  the  flrst 
raiiw  of  lotH  laid  out,  for  thoiic  lotM  wliirli  wen*  cutoff  Uy  the  Into  lines, niul  drawn 
t<»lli«ris:litor  Wllllinn  Marker,  Ksq..  lor  a  lot  lie  the  naid  White  gave  to  Joslina 
Copp,  Kmi.,  for  HrltUii^  in  the  town." 

.logliua  Copp  dli'«l  in  WaiTcn  about  IHOi.  lie  wiw  buiied  near  the  outlet  or 
Runawnv  |Min«l,  bcHlile  tlin  old  Indian  tniil.  The  preclno  ni»ot  Ih  unknown.  There 
let  him  rest  in  an  unnmrkcd  jfravc  '♦  till  the  last  trump  shall  call  him  back  to  life." 

William  Wallarn  Coiip,  youngest  Honof  'Squire  .lo«hua,  wnRft  very  smart  man. 
lie  became  a  mendnint  in  Montreal  ami  impoitod  hie  ffoodn.  lie  went  on  a  sailing 
ve»«J»el  to  Kii/;land  ami  no  tidinj^R  Mei-e  ever  i-eceived  Ironi  him  allerwards.  lie  Is 
Hald  to  have  lieen  llie  iient-lookiiig  man  in  Urn  country,  had  a  line  Intellect, and  was 
given  to  theological  diHcufiHlonR.  lie  wrote  a  iMiwerlul  pamphlet  on  prc«lestl nation 
and  Tree  agtMicy.    IIIh  death  linn  always  l>ecn  a  mystery. 
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inhabitants.  Ho  settled  a  short  distance  north  of  Mr.  Aiken,  in  a 
piace  long  known  to  the  villagers  of  onr  inonntain  hamlet  as  '^  over 
the  river."  Wr.  True  was  a  strong,  stalwart  man,  and  liml  a  largo 
family,  his  wife  being  much  more  prolitic  than  the  red-headed 
siK>use  of  his  neighbor  Aiken.  1  have  heard  my  grandmother  say 
Uiat  her  mother  told  her — and  there  is  no  doubt  of  the  truUiful- 
ness  of  the  story,  for  my  great-grandmotlier  was  a  most  excellent 
woman — that  once  upon  a  time  she  went  to  Mr.  Trucks  a-vislting. 
On  her  arrival  she  found  no  one  at  home,  Mr.  True  and  his  good 
dame  being  at  work  in  the  woods  clearing.  Seating  hei*self  upon 
a  stool  she  soon  heard  a  slight  noise,  and  looking  careAilly  aboat 
she  saw  some  half  a  dozen  flaxen,  towy  heads,  peeping  from 
under  the  bed  watching  her,  but  not  one  could  she  coax  to  como 
out.  Mrs.  True  coming  in  shortly  after,  excused  herself  and  child- 
ren, saying,  ''Lor!  they  see  ])eople  so  seldom  they  are  as  wild  as 
partridges."  One  man,  after  listening  to  tliis  anecdote,  was  lieard 
to  say  that  the  fact  aQbrded  food  for  the  contemplation  of  sohous 
and  pious  persons,  as  to  whether  man,  like  the  ass,  kept  in  soli- 
tude, would  not  quickly  i*cturu  to  his  naturally  wild  slate.  Wo 
may  add  that  these  child  1*011  afterwards  made  smart  men  and 
women. 

This  season  the  proprietors'  committee  was  in  town,  clearing 
the  road,  and  also  iiiuning  the  lines  about  the  lots.  Travellers 
journeying  to  and  fram  tlie  northern  settlcniciils  were  plenty,  and 
our  live  settlers  ofUiii  tnivellcd  to  IMymouLh  or  Haverhill  for  sni>- 
plies,  carrying  them  to  tlicir  homes  on  their  backs.  Thus  passed 
the  time,  and  this  year  no  more  settlers  came. 

In  tlie  winter  of  17G9,  at  a  meeting  of  the  proprietors,  it  will 
be  remembered  that  a  vote  was  passed  to  give  to  each  of  ten  set^ 
tiers  "who  shall  move  into  town  this  year  fifty  aci*es  of  land  and 
six  pounds  in  money,  or  one  hundred  acres  of  land  without  tlie 
money,  as  they  may  choose,"  each  making  his  selection  in  the 
order  of  his  settling.  A  committee,  consisting  of  Col.  Jonathan 
Greeley,  Lieut.  Joseph  Page,  and  Mr.  Enoch  Page,  was  chosen  to 
lay  out  the  Iocs  and  agi*ee  with  settlers.  The  proprietors  also 
began  to  talk  much  about  building  a  saw-mill,  to  supply  the  inhab- 
itants with  boards,  thus  making  tlicm  as  comfortable  as  possible. 
This  had  the  desired  eflect,  and  two  more  bmvc  men  came  to  town. 
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John  WniTCiiER,  the  sixth  settler,  came  from  Salisbury  in  the 
spring  of  17G9.  lie  was  uumarriod,  and  was  travelling  about  the 
world  in  search  of  his  fortune.  Some  say  that  Moses  Greeley,  of 
Salisbury,  persuaded  hini  to  come  on  and  make  a  settlement  in 
order  that  the  most  possible  might  be  done  to  fulfil  the  first  condi- 
tion of  the  charter.  But  this  don't  matter;  all  that  we  care  for  is 
the  fact  that  he  really  came.  He  was  a  red-haired  man,  with  light 
blue  eyes,  muscles  of  steel,  a  heart  as  brave  as  a  lion,  and  just  the 
fellow  to  fell  trees  and  commence  a  wilderness  settlement.  Ho 
located  himself  on  Pine  hill,  built  a  cabin,  and  in  the  fall  went 
back  down  country  to  see  his  sweetheart,  Miss  Sarah  Marston.* 
'J1ie  proprietors  afterwards  gave  him  the  lot  he  chose  by  dii*ect 
vote. 

John  MoiturLL  was  a  friend  of  Mr.  Whitchcr,  and  he  came  to 
Warren  along  with  him.  Mr.  Morrill  had  a  family,  and  being  of 
a  speculative  disposition,  he  bought  out  'Squire  Copp.  The  latter 
had  procured  the  lot  containing  his  beaver  meadow,  and  he  imme- 
dialcly  erected  a  cabin  there  and  moved  into  it,  being  the  first 
settler  in  the  valley  of  llunaway  pond.  John  Morrill  was  a  lively 
genius,  and  was  sure  to  create  a  wide-awake  neighborhood.  In 
short  he  was  a  sturdy,  obstinate,  bustling  little  man,  and  it  was 
lucky  he  moved  into  the  woods,  for  he  always  managed  to  keep 
cyery  one  about  him  on  the  qui  vive,  lie  also  had  a  good  store  of 
worldly  goods,  which  he  contrived  to  bring  to  AVarreu  by  making 
sundry  down  country  journeys.  This  property  was  well  taken 
care  of,  for  he  wns  of  a  saving  turn,  as  evidenced  by  his  always 
wearing  an  old  greasy  pair  of  moosehide  breeches  for  the  sake  of 
e<!ononiy.  Ah  we  have  before  intimated  he  wns  continually  given 
to  trade,  and  before  he  had  been  in  town  a  year  he  swapped  farms 
with  another  sotHcr. 

And  now  came  the  tug  of  war — the  great  struggle  of  life  and 
death  for  the  proprietors,  whether  or  not  they  should  get  a  now 

♦.lolIN   ANI»  HAIIAII   (Mnrtton)  WIIITniKirH  FAMII.T   IIK<!0|||l. 

Ho  wuH  bom  Jit   SaliHlMiry,  Mahh.,  .hiiir  1!),  J740.    8liu  waH  bom  October  II,  174S. 

MnrrictJ,  Dec. «,  1770. 

.foKcpli,  born  Nov.  10,  )7?2.  Obnilinb,  bom  Oct.  11, 1784. 

Ui'iibiMi,  b«Mii  Hit.  :U),  I77;i.  Ibilrhi'blcr,  bom  AuR.  .i,  1787. 

.loliii,  Immii  Aiif?.  10,  177.5.  Obuflbih,  '2il,  born  April  2:1, 1780. 

Ib'lty,  born  Orl.  3,  177M.  .Inrcminli.  bom  Ann.  20, 17!)0. 

Sanili,  born,  Oct.  17,  1770.  Kcbccca,  tiora  Dec.  10, 170R. 
Henry  J>.,  bom  Oct.  30, 1782. 
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iliarUsr,  as  wo  liavo  bolbro  shown.  To  succeed  Ihcy  must  make 
ilroug,  despointa  cfibrU;  gottloi's  must  bo  prooiii'cd  fnstci'  and 
tllier  ImprovemanU  Tor  a  now  aeltlcment  must  be  pushed  nipidly 
)u.  Accordingly  tlio  grantees  of  Wfivreii  mado  the  king's  lilgh- 
rVny  bi-ondcr;  laid  ont  ii  new  road  ovef  tlio  Ilci;;1it-o'-lniid  to  Hiiv- 
nhill  Coiner, nml  disuontinucd  Iho old  louto  by  Wachqiaukn  iioitd ; 
.  I  now  diviBiou  of  loU  was  locntutl;  Uxr-xo  bounties*  wcio  oflVircd 
'or  Gottlers,  und  even  to  thoeo  who  ivonld  only  "fall  treos"  in 
lOwn;  and  it  wua  proposed  to  give  tliirly  |>anuds  to  any  one  who 
would  ci-ec(  a  saw-mill  and  snpply  the  inhabitants  wllh  boards. 
lIuL  all  this  WAS  to  no  ])iir|)0K0,  Tor  tbo  ftcltlora  did  not  conic. 
Three  years  went  by  beroro  another  funilty  sat  down  in  'Warren. 

OnADiAii  Ci.RUENT  came  fi-oiii  Sandowu,  N.  II.,  in  tUo  yonr 
1772,  and  settled  on  tho  nortbwoetcvly  side  or  Uuunwny  pond  val- 
ley, Mr.  Clement,  in  aller  ycai's  a  militia  colonel,  was  a  largo, 
Rtout  man,  aliont  flvo  feet  ten  iiiclies  in  lici^'lit,  wonbl  wci<;li  one 
linndrod  nnd  eighty  pounds,  and  was  oa  qulek-motioned  as  a  oat. 
He  was  Iwrn  at  Kinjrston,  N.  ]i.,  tho  lOth  day  of  February,  1743, 
O.  S.,  and  married  Sarah  llatchelilcr,  Aug.  27th,  ITG^.f     Ho  was 


looted  Id  kIvc  cudi  niinlly  tlintalinU  >eUlolii(DU-i 

Mid,  Mgivciblv  u>  tlm  r— -  -'  '- —  " 

!, '-Vulucl  toglvDloam 

....  -.   ■ycBTliiU'ftilaltiiriiui 

t-ouul  (lilt  PIilUJi<*  While  aiiil  ttr.  Snniui 


a  or  Und,  Mgivciblv  In  tlm  Toto  of  lut  /aiir." 

>n  tlirn  year  liiU'  ft  daltiir  ]>uf  noi-s,"— Sen  IVupiJulort' 


IlewBiilianialKiDgBdni,  Feb.  10, 114.1,0.  K.    Sim  irni  iHirn  .liiiui  30,  HIT.    ttn- 
I'IlkIAiik.ST,  ITia. 
Aniin,  bom  ntSniiiliiwii.Aiir.iU,  17*17.       Oliaillnli,lH>nilii  Wiim:n,rcli,1!8,ITTS. 
Job,  bom  Dec.  13, 1701.  Olmilwh,  M,  born  \feii.  ID,  177U. 

MelilMble,  bom  Feb.  17, 1771.  BulvUeidBT,  boni  Fob.  IS,  ITSt. 

Itnniel,  bom  Uoruli  T,  ITli.  Moaus  II.,  boru  Feb.  13,  ITM. 

KuTleil  Sara*  Hater,  of  Suncook,  He|>e.  D,  ITSS,  wUo  WM  lioni  AiiK.  in,lT»>,(>.  H. 
flnrnb  11,,  liorii  Soirt.  a,  ITtW.  JnioHili  K.,  Imm  May  M,  ITIH. 

Itiiti'hi'Mi'r.  lHmi.l<iiiu»l,  I71II.  .Icim-iiIi,  bum  tX'.t.Si,  17in. 

IavvwvU,  Iwrii  Ajirll  1:1,  171B. 
Cai.  Obudidli  (lle<l,  utjul  197,  In  ]ian.    Surnli  ItKlchehlor,  Ilia  wiO:,  <lii:il  Jan.  1, 17tU. 
Obiidlsli,  Ont  vliilil  ar  tliut  iiniiicilLu.l        lri>vuwun,  dicl  Mny  H,  ITW. 

JIlRrck  3.\  im.  J..H^|il.  II.,  Muirh  In,  ITUJ. 

llolclivldfir,  ilk'd  .lUH.SI.  I7«;. 

A|iril  30,  1772.  "  Voted  to  give  oVery  lunii  Ibnt  rnovca  iulo  (ouii  lliia  yuur  oiin 
liunilreil  Ruren  ol*  gooil  Uiiil." 

"VaMilluitlvoliiiir  Bdolliir  peinureror  every  ucreorirceadinlelinli  be  Tell  In 
Wamv  llib  your." 


•M'lillliiiii  WIiUr,  K*i|'.  C'<\.  ■)»»"tlMii  tlrcrloy,  and  Klwiiuurr  Tucker 
iiiiiy  avtlle  uiiiler  Uk 


to  uive  vrlUi  wuli 


initol  InuiU  ill 
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a  cooper  by  trade,  and  worked  at  (lie  busincRR  inoi*c  or  less  duriii;^ 
Ills  whole  life.  He  lived  for  a  sliort  time  in  Sandown,  N.  II.,  and 
wliilo  there  Kpccnlaied  somewhat  in  saw-millK,  as  a  sort  of  rccrca- 
tion.  Ho  bought  ]ii»  land  of  Col.  JonaUiaii  Greeley,  and  by  him 
was  induced  to  come  to  Warren.  Ho  built  a  lar<?o  cabin  at  the 
forks*  of  the  bridle  paths,  where  one  ran  west  over  the  Height-o'- 
land  and  the  other  north  by  Wachipauka  or  Header  pond.  Ho 
Umk  <j:roat  pains  building  it,  hewed  the  \o*!^  down  smooth,  mado 
it  twice  as  wide  and  twice  as  \ou*r  as  any  other  cabin  in  town,  had 
<  wo  ^ood  lar<i:e  rooms,  with  bedrooms,  cupboard  and  pantry  aIonj(- 
sidc,  and  in  tlio  rear  a  shed  mado  of  poles  and  bark.  The  chim- 
ney had  two  capacious,  cavernous  fli*c-placcs,  all  built  of  stone, 
one  in  each  room.  There  were  four  bed  rooms  in  the  garret, 
])arted  oflf  or  separated  from  each  other  by  a  frn.me-work  of  poles 
covered  with  spruce  bark.  'J'he  house  itself  was  covei*ed  with 
long,  shaved  shingles.  It  had  doors  of  hewn  boards,  a  floor  of 
square  hew^i  logs,  firm  and  solid,  and  each  room  on  the  ground 
floor  was  lighted  by  a  small  window,  the  flve-by-seven  glass  for 
the  panes  having  been  brought  up  from  down  country  on  the  back 
of  a  horse.  When  the  cabin  was  flnished  and  furnished  a  hotel 
was  opened,  and  Obadiah  Cloniont  was  Warren's  fli*8t  landlord. 

[Nfy  great-grandfather t  used  to  tell  what  a  mighty  flue  build- 
ing (!ol.  (/Icment's  hotel  wns,  which  grew  up  so  suddenly  in  the 
wilderness.  The  old  gentleman  related  how  he  travelled  up  the 
bridle-path  one  afiernoon  (o  see  the  landlord  and  get  some  of  the 
good  filings  with  which  his  bar  was  always  well  stocked.  Enter- 
ing the  little  rJcaring,  which  soenied  a  sort  of  island  in  the  woods, 


♦AtllrHttliry  only  lintl  a  H|mM.(Ml  iiiu*  ovvr  Mm*  llolplit-o'-l>iiinl  to  Ilnv«i'liill 
(Punier,  nii«l  (*ol!  (Mkim.  .hiliiiMon  jiml  otlici'H  IohI  it  one  iiiiclit*  hh  Mioy  lUtoniiilcd  t<> 
folliMV  il  ti)i-oii;^ii  hy  fcK'Hiiir  the  upotH  on  the  trees,  nml  litul  to  lie  in  tlio  wooils  until 
morning.  Itev.  <trtint  I'owcrH  nnyH :  **  Jt  wuh  not  the  ex]>cetntion  of  tlio  people  of 
(;ooH  that  they  Hlionhl  ever  linvc  n  roiid  through  to  riynioutli  for  lomled  teams,  but 
their  hopcf*  re.oted  on  Chnrlefitown  Tor  henvy  nrtielen ;  and  the  first  time  an  ox-team 
went  through  it  whk  efTeeted  hy  arnni|mnv  \vho  went  out  expreHdly  for  the  i>un><>s<) 
with  .linialhan  ]Mr(!onni'll  at'lheir  hea<C.  'I'he  expedition  excited  much  int<'roNi 
wilh  (he  inlialutanls  at  home,  and  the  progrenn  of  IheadventunM'H  wnH  iniiuiixMl  for 
IVoui  day  to  day;  and  wlien  they  Mere  making  Unverhili  Corner  upon  their  return, 
the  men  went  out  to  uH'et  aiid  cougratiiiate  with  them,  and  an  they  cnine  in  tlio 
ratth"  were  taken  poMKeMwion  of  in  due  form,  and  conductt»d  to  aAvcct-flowing  foun* 
laiiiH  and  weli-Htufre<l  crilm  Tor  the  night.  Their  masters  were  served  in  the  stylo 
of  lords,  ami  their  uniTation  of  the  fentaof  'Old  Mrond'  at  the  sloughs,  the  patient 
endurance  of  '  Old  Ilerry '  at  the  heightH,  and  the  stitT  hohl-back  of  'Old  Duke'  at 
tin;  naiTowff,  were  listened  to  hy  their  owners  with  the  liveliest  demonstrations  ut 
joy."— History  of  Coos,  118. 

ftToKhiiaropp,  Ksq. 
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he  sat  down  on  ^ho  tmnk  of  a  tree  to  cool  and  rest  himself.  Kren 
to  him,  a  ron^h  backwoodsman,  there  was  much  of  licauty  In  ilio 
place.  The  green  fields  lying  so  peaceAiUy  in  the  forest,  wldch  in 
one  place  pushed  forwaixl  its  Rcat(ei*od  trees,  in  another  rctreiUcdy 
hero  sprinkling  them  out  thinly,  and  there  hanging  their  masses 
of  dark  foliage  over  the  low-roofed  buildings.  The  cabin,  so 
quiet  too;  a  few  wild-flowers,  crane's-bill,  and  honeysuckle  grow- 
ing by  the  door  and  open  window;  a  flock  of  geese  cropping  tlie 
grass,  and  the  cows  coming  homo  out  of  the  forest  to  bo  milkod, 
the  bell  on  the  loader,  slung  to  her  ndck  with  a  leatliorn  strap  and 
buckle,  sounding  so  quaint  and  woodland-liko,  made  all  resemble 
somo  briglit  land  of  the  poets,  full  of  Arcadiau  boauty.  Then 
thero  was  a  ringing  of  stccl-shod  hoofs,  and  as  two  travellers  on 
hoi-seback  winding  out  of  tho  wooils  by  Iho  bridlo-path  procee<1od 
across  (ho  Hold,  ho  looktul  up  and  saw  the  low  slono  chimney  of 
tho  cabin  smoking,  and  the  shadows  stretching  out  longer  from 
tho  top  of  the  mountain  aci*os3  Iho  grain  and  tho  grass  land  and 
over  tho  foi-ost.  ^*  But  the  best  of  all,"  said  tho  good  old  man, 
"Obadiah  Clement  treated  mo  handsomely  that  night.'' 

Col.  Clement  had  the  most  fertile  farm  in  town,  and  on  his 
open  meadow,  which  gave  evidence  (hat  the  Indians  had  burnt  it 
over  and  planted  it  long  years  before,  he  cut  hay  enough  to  keep 
his  cow  and  yoke  of  steers,  lie  got  corn  at  Haverhill,  and  salt 
and  such  other  necessaries  at  Plymouth.  These  he  brought  home 
on  his  back.  Fortune  favored  him  in  procuring  a  supply  of  meat. 
Opening  the  door  one  morning  before  the  i*cst  of  the  family  were 
Stirling,  ho  saw  a  moose  feeding  among  the  black  stumps  of  his 
little  clearing.  He  had  a  gun,  plenty  of  powder,  but  not  a  bullet 
ill  the  house.  Yet  he  did  not  hesiUUe  long.  An  old  inHitary  coat 
that  Hoinc  friend  had  worn  in  the  French  war  I'liniiKlicd  givat  brass 
bell  buttons,  and  he  rammed  lioine  three  of  them.  IViniing  the 
old  "queen's  arm"  he  took  deliberate  aim  and  fired.  One  of  the 
buttons  pierced  the  heart  and  the  inoose  running  a  few  rods  fell 
dead.  Col.  Clement  was  H(4inding  in  his  door  at  the  time,  and  the 
loud  report  woke  up  in  great  fright  the  whole  family,  till  then 
sound  asleep;  but  they  soon  asccrtjiined  what  was  the  matter. 
That  morning  they  had  (he  choicest  morsel,  the  under  lip,  for 
breakfast,  and  all  winter  long  they  rejoiced  over  tho  happy  shot. 


NEW  ACCESSIONS.  225 

Col.  Olomont.'fl  yoniiffcr  l>rot.licrs  camo  on  niul  worked  for  him 
iliinii<(  Llic  RiiiiiiiuM*,  uihI  (lio  lu'.xt  year,  1771), — 

.ToNATiiAN  Clkmknt*  vAiwio  to  Wnrrcii  as  a  Koitlor.  It  was 
lOiiocli  Paj^c,  one  of  the  proprietorR,  tlmt  furniBliccl  liim  a  home  in 
onr  nionnhiin  lianilot.  Ilo  ^^avc  IStr.  Clement  the  lot  of  lami  ]yin<<f 
hetween  Col.  Cleinent'R  and  *S(piire  Copp'R,  and  lie  huilt  his  eabin 
a  short  dislnnce  norlliwcfd.  of  tli<»  Ri)ot  where  the  road  from  l*jne 
liill  (lid  intersect  witli  the  ohl  turnpike.  In  September  Mr.  Clem- 
ent went  down  country,  *fot  married,  and  moved  Ids  youn^  wife 
lionic.    Dolly,  his  llrst  child,  was  born  Nov.  4, 1774,  in  Warren. 

Ukubkn  Clkmknt,  the  otlier  brother,  lived  with  Jonathan 
many  years.  Ueuhen  wjis  the  hdlcst  of  the  tln*ee,  standing  six  feet 
in  his  Rtockin<::s,  and  wtis  an  aclive,  athletic  man,  but  sometimes  a 
little  ci-azy.  When  the  fit  was  on  him  he  would  stalk  through  the 
woods  from  cabin  to  cabin,  carryin<^  a  cane  as  high  as  his  head, 
stout  enough  for  a  lever  and  Avith  the  branches  partly  left  on,  for 
all  the  world  like  the  one  borne  by  the  witch  Meg  Merillies.  On 
such  occasions  he  would  dress  himself  in  his  l>est,  a  Ruit  brought 


♦.InSATIIAN   ANI»  IIANKAIi  (l^ntff)  <M.KMKNT'S  FAMILY   KKCOUH. 

lie  Av:iH  horn  .Inn.  :i,  XIM,  ni  Sniiilowii,  N.  II.    SIh>  wum  honi  l)er..2.1, 17ri(l.    Mnrrioil 

Srpl. -21,  ITT.i. 

Dollv,  bom  Nov.  4, 1774:  dlcil  Nov.  18,  Tjige,  bom  3lHy  1,  1787;  died  Aug.  11, 

1779.  178!». 

.lonntiinn,  Jr.,  bom  Aug. 23, 1770;  i\\oA  John,  bin-n  April  30,  1780. 

.Sept.  2:1,  1777.  Piifc,  bom  Aug.  20, 1700. 

ir.nnunh,  bom  Fob,  20, 1778;  <llc«l  Oct.  l>olly  nud  KIcnnor,  July  25, 1702. 

:tO,  1770.  •Sally,  bom  June  20,  I70i. 

Jon.'ilfiiin,  :til.  bom  Oct.  12,  I7H0.  .lohii,  horn  July  17,  I7!K{. 

Iliinniih,  bom  Jan.  27,  1783.  llonjauiin,  born  Nov.  25,  1708. 

Kpbriiim,  born  Fob.  12,  I7H.1.  Dmiicl,  bom  Dec.  3, 1801. 

"  Wcntu'ortli,  (>r«.  21,  \im.  Thin  may  wiiiry  that  Jonathan  CIcuirnt,  of  Wnr- 
rcn,  18  ontitloii  to  l><it  No.  8  on  whirh  \m  now  lives.  Tor  Kcttling  the  «amc,  according 
to  former  votes.    Arct-plod  and  alIowe<l.  rillLUPS  WIIITK, 

KNOC'II  PAOK. 

C'onnulttoo." 

Oct.  20, 178(1.  "  Voted  that  Knf>ch  Pago,  Ksq.,  have  Lot  No.  3,  laving  south  of 
the  No.  on  widch  Jonathan  i'lonuMit  now  livcH,  in  consideration  or  a  lot  no  drawcfl 
for  Hald  ricmcnt  to  hcHIo  on.^' 

Soo  Proprietors*  HcronlH. 

April  20,  177.1.  "  Voted  that  such  private  ways  as  Phillips  White,  Ksq..  <:apl. 
William  llackelt.  and  Knsign  Knorh  Pago  shall  think  pro|)cr  to  be  cle^irod  this 
present  year,  shall  be  done  at  the  chai-ge  of  the  proprietary." 

"  Voted  to  give  100  acres  ol'  land  to  each  <ir  ten  mmillos  who  shall  actuAlly  set* 
tie  in  town  the  present  year." 

.loseph  Pati'h  claimed  bis  land  under  the  above  vote,  as  It  was  the  best  ofTor 
that  had  been  mailc. 

"  Vote«|  that  the  sahl  conunittee  to  clear  out  private  ways  be  a  committee  to  lay 
out  lots  lor  Holilers,  and  the  Tamily  that  first  moves  Into  t<iwn  to  take  his  first  choice, 
ami  HO  an  they  nu»ve  in." 

•Sec  Propriettirs'  llcconls. 

Joseph  Patch  rlid  not  settle  on  and  novcv  lived  on  the  lot  of  land  he  got,  us  will 
bo  seen  by  exatnlning  the  Pro|»rietors'  llocords. 
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from  down  country.  Tfis  <(flittcriii«f  kucc-hncklcs,  %Yhich  fastened 
his  short  ti;^)it  breeches  to  his  ]on<^  s(ockiii<<s,  his  bright  silver  shoo 
buckles,  his  cont  Kliin<r  on  liis  iiriii,  liis  lon;if  jacket  iiiibiitloiio«l, 
the  collar  of  his  linen  shirt  loose  mid  llowiii^,  his  loii^  hair  stream- 
iiig  in  the  wind,  and  his  bright  eye,  restless  and  flashing  nnder 
his  cocked  up  hat,  made  him  seem  some  weird  man  of  the  woods. 
Reuben  Clement  had  a  friend  and  familiar  companion  who  came 
to  Warran  along  with  him. 

81MKON  SMrrii  was  llie  nnm,— and  all  of  his  ncJghlmra  as  long 
OS  he  lived  believed  that  he  was  an  adept  at  the  black  art.  Of  him 
it  was  alleged,  ''That  some  gloomy  night,  like  those  chosen  by 
magicians  to  invoke  spirits,  he  had  called  up  the  devil  at  the  cross 
roods  where  four  roads  met  in  his  native  town,  and  to  obtain 
superhuman  powera  had  sworn  to  bo  his  licgo  man,  and  had  then 
kissed  Satan's  cloven  hoof."  AVondcrful  avcix)  the  featii  he  could 
perform.  Sometimes,  from  sheer  malice,  ho  would  saddle  and 
bridle  one  of  his  ncighbon<,  and  ride  and  gallop  him  all  over  the 
country  round.  Then  turning  jack-oMantern,  with  counterfeiting 
voice  he  would  call  some  loitering  pci*sou  through  woods,  around 
marshy  ponds  into  tangled  thickets,  and  leave  him  lost  in  the  cold 
damp  swamp.  The  buller  would  not  conin,  and  he  was  in  the 
churn;  (he  cat  mewed  and  jumped  wildly  about  (he  house,  aiitl 
he  was  tormenting  her;  the  chiUlren  behaved  strangely,  and  he 
had  bewitched  them.  Smaller  than  a  gnat,  ho  could  go  through 
the  key  hole;  larger  than  a  giant,  he  was  seen  al  twilight  stalking 
through  the  forest.  He  could  tnivel  in  the  thin  air,  and  mounted 
on  a  moonbeam  could  flv  swift,  as  the  red  meteor  over  the  woods 
and  the  mountains. 

Without  doubt  all  this  was  pious  scandal,  worthy  of  the  old 
Pnritnns,  for  Simeon  Smith  was  a  good  man,  and  in  spite  of  their 
sn]>erstition  compelled  the  respect  of  his  neighbors,  lie  came  to 
Warren  in  I'V'bruiiry,  I77:»,  bringing  his  laniily  luid  worldly  cIlcrtM 
in  a  one-horse  vehicle,  known  among  farmers  as  a  ** jumper."  lie 
Kctded  on  Ued  Oak  hill,  and  lived  for  a  time  with  that  restive 
little  backwoodsman,  ^Ir.  John  ^rorrill.  !Mr.  Smith  was  likewise 
a  i>nuill-8ized  man,  smart  to  work  and  (jiiick-niolionc'd.  lie  had  a 
large  family,  two  or  three  boys  old  cnonji^h  to  help,  and  before 
another  winter  he  had  a  coniforUd»le  cabin  of  his  own. 
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KriiuAiM  Lund  was  the  next  settler,  lie  came  fi*om  Ply- 
mouthy  N.  II.,  where  he  had  built  the  first  saw-mill  for  the  pro- 
prietors of  that  township,  and  he  erected  a  cabin  and  cleared  a 
few  acres  on  the  south  shore  of  Tarleton  lake.  The  place  where 
he  lived  was  lonpf  known  ns  Chnrloston,  btit  why  it  was  so  called 
no  one  has  ever  been  able  (o  tell.  It  rained  a  few  days  aft«r  he 
first  came  to  AVarren,  succeeded  at  night  by  a  thick  fog.  A  little 
past  sunset  ho  was  startled  by  the  wildest  cry  he  over  heard.  It 
seemed  as  if  some  one  lost  in  the  woods  was  hallooing  in  despair. 
Tic  got  his  gun  and  starting  towards  the  lake  discharged  it  several 
times,  that  the  report  might  guide  the  lost  one  to  his  cabin — but 
no  person  came.  Who  was  it  ?  What  had  happened?  A  few  days 
alTrr  he  heard  tlu^  hallooing  again,  ami  going  through  the  woods 
to  I  he  rocky  shore  he  learned  (hat  the  sound  that  startled  him  so 
was  the  cry  of  "  tlie  great  northern  diver."  He  had  never  heard 
or  seen  the  bird  before,  and  was  now  ^lorfectly  safistiod  that  when 
lold  that  any  om^  conld  *Minlloo  like*  a  loon"  (hat  such  person's 
voice  nnist  be  most  loinl  and  (errible,  especially  if  it  was  heard 
by  a  man  solilary  and  alone,  on  a  Coggy  nighl,  and  in  the  dark 
wo<»ds. 

JosK.ni  Lund,  his  brother,  came  shortly  after,  and  settled  near 
hhn.  He  was  a  good-natured,  kind-hearted  man,  and  it  is  said 
that  he  was  of  middle  stature,  broad-shouldered,  rather  bandy- 
legged, brown-complex  ioncd,  carroty -bearded,  hairy-bodied,  big- 
bellied,  and  fiery- red- nosed.  Dame  Humor  has  it  that  he  loved 
good  milk  toddy  and  was  not  averse  to  whisky  punch.  He  wore 
a  long,  home-made  trock,  coming  down  half-way  from  his  knees 
to  his  heels,  and  he  was  accustomed  to  girt  a  half-inch  rope,  twice 
drawn  tightly  around  him,  as  some  said  to  keep  his  well-filled 
belly  from  bursdng.  Then  h(^  (alked  loud  on  some  occjisions,  but 
at  times  his  tongue  wjis  rather  thick,  and  it  bothered  ]>eople  to 
iinderK(aii(l  him.  He  was  a  good  shot,  and  when  he  travelled  in 
the  woods  always  carried  his  gun  with  him. 

It  is  told  how  returning  home  from  AVentworth  one  day  in  the 
fall  he  saw  a  large  bull  moose  drinking  from  the  river,  near  the 
loot  of  1{(m1  Oak  hill  and  not  far  from  (he  present  south  line  of  the 
town.  He  immedialely  fired  at  the  animal,  but  the  ball  only  stjig- 
gere<l  it.     !ns(4iii(ly  recovering  i(i<eir  it  (hished  out  of  the  water, 
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lcai)od  np.the  opposite  bank,  and  disappeared  in  the  thick  woods. 
Mr.  Lund  hastily  reloaded,  nislied  through  (he  liver,  saw  tliat  it 
was  stained  witli  l)lood,  and  following  the  easy  trail  for  a  few 
ro<ls  met  the  moose,  which  liad  turned  to  face  him.  Again  he 
Ared  and  again  the  animal  fled.  This  contiiuicd  till  he  had  lodged 
six  bullets  in  its  body,  when  he  succeeded  in  dispatching  it.  It 
was  a  prize,  and  supplied  meat  for  both  of  the  Mr.  Lunds  all 
winter. 

Mr.  Lund  wius  also  an  excellent  tra]>i>er  as  well  as  hunter,  as 
the  following  strictly  hiKtoricul  anccdolu  will  hIiow.  Tnidilion 
relates  that  he  drove  a  few  nheep  to  AVarron,  the  fii-Kt  ones  ever 
kept  in  town,  but  he  found  it  rather  an  unpi*otltable  investment, 
for  the  reason  that  the  beat's  killed  fo  many  of  them.  Thev  had  to 
be  yarded  every  night,  and  during  the  daytime  they  would  fre- 
quently come  running  to  the  house  |Hirsu(ul  by  those  1>lack-coa(ed 
gentry.  One  atternoon  he  found  the  remains  of  one  that  had  been 
killed,  and  wishing  to  take  revenge  he  gathored  and  ]>laced  them 
by  the  end  of  a  hollow  birch  log.  inside  the  log  he  sat  the  gnu  in 
such  a  manner  that  when  the  bear  began  to  eat  the  mutton  lie 
would  discharge  the  gun  and  receive  the  contents  in  his  own  head. 
Mr.  Lund  heard  the  report  of  his  old  queen's  arm  in  the  night, 
and  rising  early  the  next  morning  ho  went  to  learn  the  result, 
lie  found  a  very  large  bear  lying  dead  a  short  distance  from  aheap 
of  half-roasted  mutton,  while  the  log  was  a  pile  of  burning  coals. 
Among  these  was  the  gun,  minus  the  entire  wooden  fixtures, 
with  the  barrel,  lock,  and  ramrod  essentially  ruined.  This  was 
agix^at  loss  to  him,  but  he  often  recounted  wit4i  much  glee  the 
manner  in  which  he  swapped  his  gun  for  a  bear.*  South  from  the 
Lunds,  and  on  the  eastern  shore  of  Kaslnian  ponds, — 

TiioMA.s  Oi.AKKf  l)(*gah  a  scMIrnitMit.  llo  was  (all  ofstatnm, 
fair-complex ioned,  with  black  hair  and  a  keen  black  eye,  his 
aspect  between  mild  and  stern;  of  few  words,  slow  in  speech,  not 
easily  provoked,  and  soon  pacified.  Another  man,  just  his  oppos- 
ite in  appearance,  for  contraries  love  companionshi]),  came  to 
AVarren  with  him. 

*Mr.  KUf|ilKJii  I.iiiiiI'h  hI:iI(suiimiI. 

t  Volnl,  Oi'l.  I!»,  I7U7,  Hull  IMiUliiM  \S\\\w  liavi:  a  K'>rt.'  «>i'  IiiihI  niiiiiiiiK  on  IMur- 
muni  Hnc,  niarkuil  on  Uhj  pl.in  "  IMiHIii*:*  WliiU',"  hi  conuiiluriilion  of  IiIh  Muiiliutf 
Thuuitu  Clui'k.— I'roprlctorb'  KocunU. 
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IsAiAii  Batciieldeu  wos  bi'ood-facod,  of  a  vaddy  coiDploxioii, 
rolling  eyes,  with  n  large  boll}',  and  a  lover  of  fat  living.  Ho 
built  a  log  hut  for  himself  souUi  of  Mr.  Clark'R,  but  did  not  move 
into  it  Avidi  IiIh  family  (ill  the  next  8ca8on.  These  two  men 
received  (heir  land  from  AVarreu's  most  energetic  proprietor,  at 
that  time  living,  Mr.  riiillips  White. 

CiiASK  AViiiTciiKU  came  next,  lie  was  born  in  Salisbury,  was 
a  relative  of  Mr.  John  AVhitcher,  who  was  as  yet  our  only  settler 
on  Pine  hill,  andaUhough  a  mere  boy  he  took  ])OR8es8ion  of  a  lot  of 
land  in  the  north  part  of  the  town,  fell  a  few  acres  of  trees,  and 
built  himself  a  log  camp  covered  with  bark.  lie  was  sent  by  tlie 
proprie(ors,  they  observing  tliat  he  was  a  resolute  youth,  that  they 
might  if  possible  fulfill  the  to  them  terrible  first  condition  of  the 
charter. 

Chase,  the  boy  settler,  was  a  tail,  bony,  raw-built  fellow,  with 
a  spare  face,  red  hair,  and  a  hard  head,  and  he  could  hunt  as  well 
a3  the  best  of  them.  Mink,  muskrat,  and  ott^^r  he  caught  by  the 
foamy,  roistering  Oliverian  ;*  beaver  he  trapped  at  Beaver-meadow 
ponds,  the  head  waters  of  the  wild  Ammonoosuc,  and  his  sable 
lines  ran  here  and  there  upon  the  sides  of  tlie  mountains.  Then 
it  is  said  he  was  fond  of  the  occupation  indicated  by  his  given 
name — that  in  autunni  he  loved  Ihe  chase.  The  cry  of  his  old 
Iiound-(h>g  ill  ihe  woods  w:i8  music  to  him,  and  following  a  moose 
one  day  he  climbed  over  Moosehillock,  being  the  first  settler  that 
ever  stood  on  its  bald  summit. 

At  another  time  he  was  chasing  a  wild  buck,  which  ran 
down  on  the  rocky  crest  of  Owl's  Head  mountain.  Whitcher 
heard  the  baying  of  his  old  bloodhound  in  the  distance,  at  regular 
intervals,  each  time  coming  nearer,  and  cocking  his  rifle  got  behind 
a  rock,  thinking  to  shoot  the  stag  as  he  passed,  lie  did  not  have 
to  wait  long.  The  deer  burst  out  of  the  thin  woods  fifty  rods 
away,  too  far  off  for  a  shot,  and  bounded  towards  (ho  edge  of  the 
precipice.  He  whistled  to  the  old  dog  following  closely  behind, 
whose  three  wild  yells  rang  out  regularly  upon  the  clear  moun- 
tain air,  but  could  not  make  him  hear.    Neither  deer  nor  hound 


*"  In  ro(;ar<l  to  iininiiif:  OlivoHnn  lirnnk  I  Imvo  no  lo^rnl  kiiowlcdp^c.  Trnditioii 
H.ayH  (hill  in  tnirly  tiuicK  a  man  nanunl  Oliver  and  another  person  wcro  crossing  the 
titreaui,  that  the  flrnt  Tell  in  and  the  other  gave  the  alanti  by  ci7hig '  Oliver's  in.' 
Hence  the  name,  Olirerian."—lloBca  S.  Bolcer. 
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liccclccl  wlici*o  thoy  wcro  g^oiiig,  and  when  thoy  reached  Uio  brink 
of  the  niountahi,  in  ilio  oxciteineut  of  tlic  moment  the  Imnter  licid 
his  breath,  as  ho  saw  Uie  buck  unable  to  stop,  and  tlie  ^reat  black 
hound,  intent  only  on  his  prey,  both  leap  far  out  over  the  edge  of 
the  precipice,  then  falling  swift  as  lightning  disapiieur  in  the 
oliyss  a  hundred  fathoms  down. 

In  an  hour  the  young  man  liod  climbed  down  through  the 
woods  by  a  roundabout  way  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  where 
he  found  the  deer  dead,  and  his  liound  with  one  leg  bi-okcn  and 
otherwise  terribly  bruised.  The  dog  hud  light^sd  on  the  (op  of  a 
great  pine,  which  brake  the  force  of  his  full.  In  time  he  got  well, 
but  could  never  again  be  induced  to  run  another  deer  on  the  top 
of  Owl's  Head  mountain. 

Mr.  Whitcher  lived  in  his  camp  but  a  i)ortion  of  the  time. 
Tiie  rest  lie  spent  at  Mr.  John  Wliitchcr's,  and  down-country,  till 
1777,  when  he  man*led  Miss  Hannah  Morrill,*  built  him  a  nice 
cabin  of  hewn  logs,  and  moved  his  young  bride  home. 

William  IIkatii  lived  in  town  about  this  time,  but  hod  no 
particular  place  of  residence.  He  was  one  of  those  curious,  non- 
descript sort  of  peraons,  to  be  found  in  every  back  settlement,  and 
Uiei*e  is  no  country  village  but  has  his  ]>rototype.  lie  would  work 
out  a  few  days  hei*e  and  a  few  somcwhei-e  else,  and  then  would 
fell  trccs  on  a  lot  he  had  selected,  saying  he  was  going  to  settle 
down.  Jle  delighted  to  hung  round  Olmdiah  Clement's  bur-i*ooni, 
and  he  would  8i>end  a  whole  -thiy  ut  any  place  where  he  thought 
they  would  give  him  a  drink.  Jle  had  hlmrkcd  it  ulM>nt  the  world 
])icking  up  a  living  without  paying  for  it,  anti  by  long  fitting  ut 
times  had  become  a  tall,  lunk,  hungry  looking  sort  of  follow, 
swin  of  foot  und  long-winded.    lie  had  the  wolf-skin  cap  and 

•CUAHK  AM>  HANNAH  ( Murrill)  WHITCHKU'M  FAUIl.V   ICKrOKH. 

He  wutf  bom  Oct.  0,  n&'l,  at  Bnlibbiirv,  Maiti».    She  wub  lioru  June  lU,  1758,  at  Ameit- 

bury.    3l»rrie<l  July  U,  1777. 

Levi,  bom  S4«|»t.  22,  1770.  Jac-ob,  bom  June  22,  \1'J\. 

l>ony,  bom  Jau.  22,  1781.  Miriaui,  b^im  Mai-cli  18,  1?JI. 

William,  bom  May  23,  17R3.  llaiinali,  lM>m  Alarch  1»,  17UG. 

Molly,  bora  Apiil  lU,  1785.  Maitlia,  bum  July  18,  17iJ8. 

Chase,  Jr.,  bom  Sept.  5,  1787.  David,  horn  Jan.  15,  18U3. 
I^vi,  2<t,  bom  Aug.  31, 178U. 

William  Whitcher,  son  of  Cha«e  Whitcher,  watt  the  father  of  Ira  Whitclior, 
Cha»e  Whitcher,  Daniel  Whitcher,  and  other  bonn,  all  now  living  at  North  ISen- 
ton.  Hid  family  were  all  tall  in  stature,  of  more  than  onlinai-y  intelligence, 
and  the  sons  active  and  influential  business  men.  *'  There  weix*  more  than  a  hun- 
drc<l  feet  of  Whitchers  in  Williom  Whitcher's  family.*' 
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short  frock  of  tho  settler,  but  his  belt,  legginS)  and  moccasins, 
gave  him  an  Indian  look,  and  liis  hair  hanging  straight  in  gallows 
locks  mndo  him  look  more  sliarky,  so  that  in  appearance  ho  w^as 
an  ugly  customer  to  deal  with.  It  is  told  however  that  lie  chanced 
one  day  to  meet  at  Col.  Clement's  tavern  our  mettlesome  little 
settler,  Mr.  John  Morrill,  and  being  well  pickled — or  in  plain 
English  drunk  —  he  managed  to  get  ui)  a  fight,  and  Mr.  Morrill 
being  sober  gave  him  a  good  beating  as  he  deserved. 

AVlien  William  Heath  sobci-ed  oil*  his  chagrin  was  great  to 
iliink  he  had  been  vanquished,  and  he  immediately  left  tlie  settle- 
ment and  buried  himself  for  a  month  in  the  deep  woods.  AVhen 
he  came  back,  to  take  off  the  edge  of  his  absence,  he  said  he  had 
been  a  hunting.  JUit  the  two  combatants  were  soon  friends  again. 
Thus  William  Heath  i)assed  his  life,  and  when  the  Revolution 
brokQ  out  he  was  one  of  the  first  off  to  the  wars. 

Mu.  Stevens  Meuuill*  was  the  father-in-law  of  our  first  set- 
tler, and  before  coming  to  Warren  lived  in  Plaistow,  N.  H.  Mr, 
Patch  had  called  at  IVfr.  MerrilPs  house  when  he  had  been  down 
country  to  !<ell  his  furs  and  get  supplies,  had  fallen  in  love  with 
young  Miss  Annie  Merrill,  and  when  she  was  a  trifle  more  than 
sweet  sixteen  they  were  married,  lie  moved  his  young  wife  homo 
and  she  was  the  prettiest  flower  in  all  the  wilderness.  She  had 
sparkling  bhick  eyes,  rosy  cheeks,  cherry  lips,  raven  tresses  in 
abundance,  and  in  form  was  light  and  agile  as  a  doe. 

In  1775  Mr.  Morrill,  who  diil  not  like  the  political  complexion 
of  llio  count  ry,(!on(:lud(Ml  to  go  where  he  could  tind  peace  and  quiet, 

•  STKVKNM  ANI»   SAItAII  (ChascJ  »IKI(UILL'M  FAMILY   ItKCUUH. 

•Joiiatiinii,  born  l>o«.  13,  1752,  at  New-  Alur>',  born  Mny  13, 1702. 

bury,  Mn«9.  .lo^cph,  born  .Sept.  24,  17W. 

Snrnb,  Imni  Sept.  23,  \7M.  Untb,  born  Mnrcli  «,  1707. 

AniiM,  boni  Dor.  •2H,l7ri«.  Ciileb,  born  April  4,  1709, 

8u8{inn:ih,  .luiiu  4,  175!),  nt  riniHlow,  ItoiHcy.  May  15,  177i. 

N.  II.  Ilannnli,  born  Oct.  1),  1776. 

Sarah,  the  first  wife,  (lied  April  30,  1701.    Mary,  tiio  second,  died  August  21,  ISM. 
llnnnnh,  died  Nov.  21, 1800.  Gnleb,  died  June  8,  1806. 

NntliHuiel  Mrnill  iind  Ids  lirotlicr  .lolin  came  n*oni  Kngland and  settled  In  New* 
bury^  MnHH.,  Kctfi.    Nntlianirl  mnrricd  Sminnnnh  f/ordon. 
NuUiiinicl,  «lr.,  born  UiVi,  married  Joan  Kinney, 
Peter,  born  li«;7,  inniTied  Sarah  Haxxeltan. 
Abel,  born  1(R»7,  niarrlod  Ituth. 

Stkvkns,  l»orn  .luiio  10,  1731,  nfarrietl,  Int,  Sarah  Cha$ti  2d,  Mary  Noye», 
.losrpli,  l)orn  Sejit.  2i,  I7«M,  ninrricMl  Sartth  Copp. 
SuHnn  C,  born  .inly  :M»,  ISIW,  married  Jfnne  Little. 

StevenH  Merrill  waH  born  in  Alkinnon,  N.  11.,  lived  nt  Newbury,  JVlnss.,  ibcn  tit 
Plaistow,  N.  II.,  then  puttied  in  Warren  as  above. 


H  niSTOIIV    op  WAHRKN. 

lid  BO  inovod  to  our  woutllaml  imiiuUnc.  Ho  bought  ttitt  lot  oi 
..tiiil  oil  wliidi  Jikincii  Aikiii  livLtl,  iiiiil  liiiilt  u  log  liousa  on  Uio 
I'ivui'  hiihk,  II  luw  i-uik  HiiiitliuiwL  of  lUu  itixtKiiiit  iI«ihiL,  iiiiiI  JumI 
Eoutti  of  the  woBt  Olid  of  Uio  llixUy  bi-id]{o. 

Stevens  Merrill  was  n  struiglit,  mcdlum-BizciI  iniui,  Imd  n  iami 
tatx,  u  Lliiii  slruiglit  now)  uiid  btiio  uycu.  Mr.  &I.  wub  n  Quaker, 
did  not  boliovu  Iii  war,  uiid  had  no  eympaUiy  with  tlic  coloiiislB. 
Ho  was  Btcru  of  a£|ioct  and  slow  iu  BpocuU,  and  tlio  cUitdi'Qii  woi'o 
iifmld  of  hiiii.  llo  wus  iiilluxiblo,  Imdainiiid  and  will  of  Ida  own, 
and  could  not  bo  bont  from  Iub  pur])OBe,  Coiinigo  lio  posuufiscd 
to  a  remarkable  dogroo,  niid  noithoi-  man,  wild  bvast,  nor  dcvU 
could  ftightcn  biin.  His  cnttlo  used  to  nin  in  Llio  woods.  OiiC 
day  thoy  got  lost,  and  after  huulhig  u  long  tiuio  lia  found  nil  nour 
HurHuiue  brook,  cxooiit  ouo  ox  ami  a  liuifur.  DHving  them  up 
tlio  bridlo-patli  bo  bcani  the  ox  lo>viiig  in  tiio  woods  on  Uio  riglit. 
lie  knew  Ibnro  wtis  troublu,  (ioiuj^  bauk  to  bis  BOii-in-luw's  lio 
pi-ouui-od  aelout  pilolil'ork,  lliun  I'ulluwoil  ihruutfb  tliu  woods  till 
lio  found  the  ox  hi  tiie  moudow  neiir  Patub  brook,  guarding  tlio 
licifur,  wbioh  n  largo  bear  was  trying  to  kill.  Tho  lu'llbr  was 
very  badly  Himluliud  and  bitlun.  Assiiilud  by  Mm  ox,  Mr.  hi. 
allaukud  the  buiir,  IIhs  birgL-sl  onu  hu  ovtir  miw,  and  ulUir  n  baixl 
liglit  BUcccodcd  1(1  driving  it  away,  but  did  not  kill  it.  Tlic  sninc 
l>ear  killed  cattle  in  Ilomiioy  and  tho  towns  bolow,  and  was  ilsulf 
ovcntnully  killed  by  a  buiiler. 

JUNATiiAN  Mkuuill,  Esq.,  a  son  of  tbo  alravo,  came  to  Vfa.T' 
reu  with  htm.  Ito  lived  for  a  timo  with  bis  brotber-in-law,  and 
his  son  Stevens,  aflorwai-ds  the  lidicst  man  in  town,  was  born  lii 
Mr.  Patch's  tmbhi.  'Squire  Jonutluin  Mcri'lll  was  ono  of  tbo 
emartoet  inon  lliat  ever  lived  in  '^Viirrcu.  lie  was  six  feet  tall,  of 
a  lordly  mien,  straight  as  an  arrow,  and  liod  an  eye  like  a  hawk, 
lie  was  perfect  in  the  science  of  hnmiin  nature,  knew  wlien  to 
drive  uiid  when  to  coiix,  and  had  a  huge  slock  of  soa  Boaji,  whidi 
he  geiiundly  ileall  uiit  willi  a  liherul  hand.  I.iku  IiIh  fiitbcr,  lie 
was  a  ijiiuker  of  Iho  MlniighlesL  heel;  woru  a  bi-uail- brim  mod  hat, 
and  n  long  tlnib  cont  oriiumenlcil  with  great  woo<1cn  butloiiB, 
culled  by  some  "  mathunun  bnlloiiB."  Ab  toon  as  his  father  bad 
lliiiBhed  his  large  log  cabin  be  moved  homo  wilii  him,  whcro  be 
lived  through  life. 
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tlosiuiA  iMKimii.i.y  Ks4^./  ToIIowimI  IiIh  fViciidR  mid  rolativcH 
iiit<>  llic  wildcriicRs.  lie  boiif^lit  llic  lot  of  Iniul  iiiiincdiiitoly 
8outli  of  'Squire  Copp,  and  biiiU.  liis  \og  liiit  nt  llic  foot  of  Boccli 
hill,  a  few  rods  iiorUi  of  (lie  bridge  over  Black  brook. 

He  was  8ina1l-8lzedy  ^tral^^lit,  litliC)  and  agile,  and  wltlial  was 
an  excellent  lioraeinaii .  ''As  straight  as  Uncle  Joshna,"  was  a 
si)occh  common  uniong  the  settlers.  He  was  also  a  tough,  stuinly, 
weather-beaten,  mettlesome,  leathern-sided,  lion-hearted,  gen- 
erous-spirited little  man.  He  would  never  give  up  when  he  had 
entered  a  contest,  and  he  battled  for  five-score  years  with  Old 
Father  Time,  only  yielding  when  the  snows  of  more  than  a  hun- 
dred winters  had  whitened  his  head.  He  was  the  best  dressed 
man  in  (own,  and  it  would  have  done  you  good,  kind  reader, 
to  have  seen  him,  could  you  only  have  lived  in  those  times.  Ho 
would  frequently  drcHS  liimKclf  in  his  best  on  some  week  day, 
when  nothing  particular  was  going  on,  and  then  would  call  round 
on  all  Jiis  neighbors  to  show  how  pretty  he  looked.  Perhaps  he 
wanted  to  advertise  his  warcf^,  for  report  has  it  that  he  was  once  a 
tnilor  by  trade.f  On  such  occasions  he  wore  a  very  short-waisted 
coat  of  dark  color,  with  short  tail-fla])s,  a  wide-rimmed  hat — 


JONATHAN  AND  SUSANNAH  ( Katotl)  MEllRILL'S  FAUILY  llECOnD. 

Sninuci.  horn  Ffli.  28,  1771,  ai  IMtiifl-  Siisnniinh,  bnm  April  S,  1788;  ilicd 
tow ;  (lioil  Ooc.  1 1,  jMlf).  April  iS,  1813. 

8tcv(Mi8,  born  Mnr.  ir>tli,  1770,  at  Wnr-  lliitli,  l>om  Juno4,  1788;  died  Feb.  0, 
r(Mi;  (Ucd  Mny  12.  IHM.  HUO. 

Ihiijic,  born  Aug.  4, 1778.  Uctpcy,  bom  Nov.  21,  1700. 

llnnniili,  bom  Mm  21,  1781.  Mcliititltle,  liom  S<«i»t. «,  1798. 

Hnrali,  l»om  .Inn.  2H,  I  <H1.  Polly,  I»om  March  10,  1704. 

•SuManntili,  wifu  of  'Sqniru  Jon:illinn,  liivd  l>cc.  2((,  181.'{. 

•jOflHirA  ANli  MKHITAIILK  (KmeVBOn)  MKIIUILI/S  FAMILY  UKCOltD. 

He  was  Iwrn  Mav  27tti,  17a!»,  in  Newbury,  Miiftn.    Slie  wo«  bom  Aug.  28tli,  1741,  In 

linnipHtctul,  N.  II.    Married  Feb.  lU,  1700. 

Ruth,  bom  Nov.  23,  17<»,  in  llanip-  Uuth,bom  April  8, 17CG. 

8tcad.  Ilniiuah,  bom  Aprd28, 1771. 

Ablirnil.born  Nov.O,  \7i>l.  .losliun,  bom  July  17,  1770,  at  Wnr- 
Mchitabln,  bom  Juno  1 ,  17(U,  at  San-  ren. 

down. 

Abigail  died  April  I,  17(^1.    Tlie  IIihI  iCulli  died  .lune  18,  1701. 

At  a  pmprietorfi'  mooting  hold  .Inly  8, 17H0,  "  Voted  that  Mai.  Joseph  Pago  hnvo 
a  hundrod  ncro  lot  of  bind,  which  wiih  survoyod  Ity  Mr.  .losiah  flu rii ham  on  the 
lOth  AuguMl,  I7S7,  in  oonHiilnalion  of  hiH  Hoiilinii;  Mr.JoHlnui  Merrill  In  Haid  town.*' 
Joshua  Morrill  wan  a  brother  of  SlcvonM  Morrill. 

t  Nonrly  nil  the  olotli  he  made  up  in  those  good  old  days  was  homespun.  The 
sheep  kept  bv  Uio  sotUers  were  of  u  coor>»o-woole«l  kln<l.  This  wool  was  carded 
with  hancl-cnVds,  which  wan  a  very  laborious  work  for  the  women.  Sometimes,  to 
make  it  more  clioorHd,  they  would  have  n  ftfc,  or  wool-breaking.  It  was  nearly  as 
much  work  to  cnni  as  to  spin  It,  and  a  w<Hnnn'H  "  Htent "  for  s)dnning  was  live 
skeins  a  dnv,  for  which  the  usual  price  was  lilTy  cents  and  board  per  week.    The 
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rim  full  ten  inches  wide — hip  bi*ecche8  fastciicil  ut  the  knee  witli 
buckles,  color  dark ;  long  stockings,  blue  and  white,  and  fastened 
by  a  loop  to  one  of  the  breeches  buttons,  and  buskins  of  wool  or 
leather,  tied  with  sheep-skin  strings  over  his  thick,  double-soled 
ox-hide  shoes.  His  jacket  was  of  the  same  nnilerial  as  his  t^oai 
and  breeches,  with  largo  flaps  over  the  |K>ckcts,  and  for  cold 
weather  he  had  a  great  coat  with  veiy  long  c&\^  and  no  waist, 
buttoned  with  four  or  five  **  matheman  buttons.*'  The  sleeves  liad 
very  wide  cuffs,  eight  or  ten  inches  at  least,  and  two  great  buttons 
on  each.  When  he  had  this  suit  on,  and  was  mounted  on  his  great 
black  stallion  which  ho  used  to  ride,  ho  would  dash  through  tlio 
woods  along  tlie  stony  bridle-path  like  a  wild  Arab.  lie  was 
known  all  over  the  country  i*ound,  and  everybody  would  say, 
''Thci*e  goes  Farmer  Joshua,  the  iK)lltcst  and  best  dressed  man  in 
the  Stote." 

Mil.  AViixiAM  TluTLKK  was  employed  by  the  proprietors  to 
come  to  AVari-cn  to  i>erform  a  piece  of  work  which  we'sliall  bo 
most  happy  to  mention  hereafter,  lie  was  born  in  Brentwood, 
April  24th,  1757,  and  married  pretty  IMchiUible  Mills,*  Mr.  John 
Mills'  sister.  Williuni  Butler  was  a  handsome  man,  with  i-ouml 
features.    lie  was  Ave  feet  eleven  inches  tall,  stniight,  well-pro- 

wool  spun,  nnd  It  won  woven  in  tlio  old  liaml-loom.  The  moMt  common  cloth 
vrim  **  8iicep'8  gmv"  tliu  w«»ul  of  a  black  8hucp  ninl  a  white  bhucp  uiniii  hikI  wuvua 
to{(uthC'i'.  Then  llicy  hail  lulleil  chilh,  (UvkhciI  hy  a  clothier  tluwii  cuiiutry .  S«aue- 
tiuictf  tlicy  maile  heavy  waled  cloth  aiitl  dyed  it  with  hark  at  home.  Thu  woiuuii 
ill  winter  wore  **  Imize,"  dyed  with  K>*t'en  or  red,  and  when  it  wa^  pre88e<l  it  wait 
calhMl  preiii»ed-cluth. 

Nearly  every  pxid  liouKewile  wtaild  have  a  blue  vat  in  the  ronii  or  a  'Mye-iNit," 
in  which,  iuHteatl  of  ditibolviny  the  iudigo  at  once  with  Hiilphuriu  acid,  it  wan  put 
Into  a  hag  and  dissolved  gradually  in  urine.  What  a  beautilul  Binell  when  our 
^nindmothorti  wninff  out  ln»ni  the  dye-pot.  llei-u  stockingit  and  npi'ous  uud  the 
yarn  I'or  blue  IVocking  was  dyed. 

Our  flrtit  wettlcn*  began  t(»  raise  flax  almost  as  soon  as  they  moved  into  townT 
After  the  flax  was  "pulled"  the  seed  was  thnuslied  ufT,  then  it  was  rotted,  and 
about  the  first  of  Alan'h,  iM'forc  Hti^ariiiKt  "  K*'t  out."  KirHt  Ihe  flax  was  broken  in 
the  *' flax-break,"  then  it  was  "HwiiiKh'd"  on  the  K\viii;;liiiK-l'«>2ti'*l:  a  very  siunrl 
man  would  swiiiKle  forty  ptMiiids  a  day.  "  C«)nd>in)("  came  next;  the  **  tow**  was 
Kot  out  and  then  tiie  llax'  was  ready  to  put  on  the  '*  «liHfall'."  The  bU7./.in^  linuii- 
wheel  made  mu.sic  in  the  old  kiti'.heiiH,  ami  '*  two  doiiblc-HkeiuH  "  was  a  dny*s  work 
for  a  smart  woman.  When  the  cloth  was  woven  it  was  bucked  and  then  l>elte«l 
with  a  maple  beetle  on  a  smooth  flat  stone,  iihirts,  sheets,  pillow-cases,  and  nice 
dresses  were  made  of  the  cloth.  .Small  ;firls  spun  the  '*  .HWiuKlinK-tow  "  iiitit  wrap- 
\iU\tf  twine  and  with  it  bonj^ht  notions  down  country.  Older  k>i'I>*  made  **  all  tow/* 
**  tow-an«l-lineii,"  or  "  all  linen  "  stuiT  to  bart<!r  i'or  their  "  ilxiiiK  mil." 

Karmer  Johlina  made  all  the  fine  clothes  our  early  settlers  had. 

lie  was  born  April  21,  17.'>?,  in  Brentwood.    She  was  born  Jan.  23,  irfKi,  in  Ports- 
mouth.    Married  Feb.  ir>,  177U. 
Uetsey.  born  Feb.  l.i,  I7H0,  in  Wanvn.        Stephen,  born  .Aug.  2.1,  I78.>. 
Mary,  liorn  April  1,  I7S'J.  Sally,  born  May  8,  17rt7. 

William,  Jr.,  born  May  11,  I7Ki.  IMly,  burn  Aug.  W,  1788. 
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portioned,  and  would  woi'fh  more  than  two  hundred  pounds. 
Like  Clmsc  AVJiitchcr,  lie  was  very  young  when  lie  came  to  War- 
rcMi.  lie  wuK  a  gcnthMnan  fanner,  lived  several  years  with  Mr. 
Mills,  did  not  like  to  work  very  hard,  pi*eferrcd  to  oversee  his 
liii*ed  help,  and  spent  much  of  his  time  buying  and  selling  cattle 
and  trading  horses.  He  was  a  good  calculator,  made  money,  and 
eventually  got  rich. 

There  wtis  another  man  came  to  AVarren  about  these  times, 
but  no  one  can  precisely  fix  the  year. 

John  Hinciison  was  Warren's  first  hennit.  lie  built  a  hun- 
ter*s  cain[>  for  himself  soulhwest  of  Mr.  Tatch  and  on  the  easterly 
bank  of  Patch  brook.  The  life  ho  led  was  that  of  a  wild  Indian. 
A  hound-dog,  named  Wolf,  was  his  only  companion.  In  the  sum- 
mer ho  spent  the  time  lishing,  catching  salmon  and  trout,  with 
which  the  river  and  brooks  abounded.  One  fall  it  is  said  he  went 
over  the  mountains  hunting — catching  beaver  by  Glen  ponds,  in 
Fox  Glove  meadow,  and  on  Moulton  brook  —  and  other  seasons 
he  travelled  far  away  across  the  Pemigcwassett  valley  to  the  head 
waters  of  the  streams  among  the  White  mountains.  In  the  win- 
ter he  hunted  moose  and  deer,  which  aflbrded  an  abundance  of 
provision.  Sometimes  he  would  be  gone  a  year  or  two,  no  one 
knew  where,  and  then  would  come  back  to  his  old  haunts  ngain. 

Thus  Warren  was  settled;  and  living  in  the  fairy  realms  of 
her  antiquity,  these  were  her  first  settlers.  .  Laws,  churches, 
schools — they  had  none;  and  from  all  restraints  or  taxation  they 
were  wholly  free.  lla])py  days  were  theirs;  plenty  to  cat  and 
drink,  work  enough  to  do,  keen  api)ctites,  seldom  sick,  and  with 
neither  doctors,  lawyers,  nor  ministers  to  support.  J  low  delight- 
ful to  dwell  on  their  history,  abiding  in  a  woodland  town,  sur- 
rounded by  great  mountains,  and  beyond  them  ti*ackless  forests, 
that  seenifMl  to  shut  out  all  the  cares  and  vanities  of  the  wicked 
world.  Hut  nil  this  is  loo  benuMful  to  last  long.  Dame  Fortune, 
overblowing  a  shining  gale,  lively,  changing  scenes  arc  soon  to 
come.  How  the  lives  of  the  settlers  checkered  up,  and  Warren 
right  merrily,  like  bursting  flowers  dancing  into  life  to  the  music 
of  spring  birds,  changed  about  into  a  fine  old  country  town,  whore 
ambitious  men  lived,  is  most  interesting  to  know. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

OF  now  TUB  KARLY  SETTT.KllS  OF  OUR  MOUNTAIN  IIAULGT  TOOK 
ORKAT  TIIOUQIIT  AliOUT  TIIK  UANNKR  TIIKY  SHOULD  HE  8IIE]> 
TKitKl),  AND  WHAT  THKY  SHOULD  KAT,  AND  OF  THE  liUlLDlNO 
OF  MILLS ;  CONCLUDING  WITH  TIIK  MIGHTY  LEA1>S  OF  THK  8AI^ 
MON   AND   A    l>KLF.(rrAHLK  SWIM   IIY  TIIK   HOYS. 

OUU  di^iifictl,  worthy^  and  arislocniticul  body.  Die  distill- 
g^uislicd  propHetors,  had  done  protty  well,  but  hud  not  oblAinod 
the  filly  funiilies  us  settlers.  There  was  «|reut  dunt^r  of  tlioir 
agiun  loKin«(  their  ehuder,  but  the  politieid  tronbles  witii  tlio 
mother  coniitry  for  a  time  removed  attention  from  themselves,  and 
as  wo  have  before  remarked,  in  the  end  the  Revolution  proved 
their  salvation.  In  its  turmoils  they  wei*e  for(>^otten  and  they 
saved  their  lands. 

In  our  mountain  hamlet  tlio  twenty  settlers,  eonstituting  tlio 
eighteen  families,  made  a  most  agreeable  but  a  very  rustic  neigh- 
borhood, and  they  had  a  most  rustic  style  of  living.  The  rude 
hunter's  camp,  the  log  cabin, — often  without  glass  windows,  the 
rough  opening  that  admitted  the  light  closing  sometimes  with  a 
wooden  shutter — the  door  of  rilled  boards,  the  fioor  of  rough 
poles  frecpiently  covered  with  bark,  the  chimney  a  cob-work  of 
sticks,  plastered  with  mud,  the  great  iire-])1ace  builtof  stones,  and 
all  the  furniture  as  plain  and  simple  as  the  house, — such  were  the 
homes  found  by  our  early  settlers  in  the  d.'lys  long  ago. 

Think  of  these  frail  tenements,  growing  up  like  wild  flowers 
in  the  wilderness,  in  the  latter  half  of  the  eighteenth  centur>'. 
There  is  no  road  norlh  or  sonlli,  only  a  bridle-path,  and  that  not 
half  as  good  as  the  one  now  running  to  the  sunmiit  of  Mooschil- 
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lock.  But  few  of  tlic  cabins  were  located  even  beside  Hie  l)ridlo- 
roiito,  nnd  n  liliizcd  pal li  led  iliroiiffli  (lie  woods  to  tliein,  mid  for 
yonrs  tlic  fofest  trees  locked  brniicbes  above  them.  Neillier  yanl 
ill  front,  nor  fence  nor  wall  beliind,  nor  «jarden  pite.  The  Iioney- 
Riickle*(rew sweetly  by  the  door,  and  \vild  Rinnm'.h  and  blackberry 
bnfihes  llowerin^  in  (heir  season,  and  the  golden-rod,  and  white 
birch  intertwining  with  the  inonntnin  ash,  sprang  up  by  the  open 
window.  Near  by  the  cabins  were  the  little  cleanngs — one,  two 
or  five  acres,  no  man  more  than  ten  acres.  lUit  few  sheep  were 
kept  then ;  a  cow,  a  yoke  of  steers,  sometimes  a  horse,  constituted 
the  settler's  stock.  Often  bears  broke  down  and  ate  the  corn,  or 
a  moose  or  a  deer  were  seen  feeding  on  their  little  improvements, 
and  at  night,  when  the  gibbous  moon  shone  in  the  sky  and  looked 
in  upon  the  ciibin  among  the  trees,  the  early  settlers  retiring  to 
rest'Nvould  hear  the  wolf*  howling  on  the  mountain,  and  the  sol- 
emn owl  hooting  in  harsh  discordant  notes, — wild  music  heard  in 
the  solitudes  which  had  been  but  just  invaded. 

All  this  is  now  very  pleasant  to  contemplate,  but  the  good 
men  of  Warren  did  not  then  exactly  like  it.  They  longed  for 
something  better, —something  like  what  they  had  left  in  old  IIol- 
lis,  TIampstead,  Sandown,  Atkinson,  Plaistow,  and  Salisbury,  the 
towns  from  which  they  had  emigrated.  Fi*amed  houses,  covered 
with  sawn  boards,  was  one  of  the  requisites  to  satisfy  the  heart's 
desire,  but  they  could  not  be  had  without  a  saw-mill.  The  pro- 
l>rietors  had  oflered  a  bounty  for  building  one,  and  Mr.  Stevens 
Mernll  was  the  man  energetic  enough  to  undertake  the  work. 

At  the  **  little  white  fall "  on  Black  brook,  where  John  Page, 
Ksq.,  once  shot  a  deer,  he  chose  his  mill  site.  The  dam  was  built 
of  great  pine  logs,  and  a  pretty  pond  of  live  or  six  acres  gleamed 
in  the  woods  at  the  foot  of  Beech  hill.  Three  great  rocks  stood 
out  of  the  water  among  the  trees  on  its  western  shore,  and  a  green 
wooded  cape  shot  far  down  towards  the  (centre.  The  mill  itself 
was  simply  a  heavy  frame  of  hewed  logs,  unboarded  of  coui*sc, 
and  the  roof  was  covered  with  long  shaved  shingles.  Then  there 
was  a  pause  in  the  work, — the  mill  irons  must  be  bn)Uglit  up  from 

♦  nWrr*.— Tlio  yrnr  l7H(i  wnx  n  rriii:trk:iblc  voar  Tor  wolves.  They  Rwaniiwl 
ilown  fntiii  Mio  north  Miroiifrli  xll  llu*  country.  1(|o«<ch  Jl.  ('IcimMit  iiHcd  to  tell  how 
IiIm  iiiolhor  t«}ok  him  lo  tho  (l(M»r  one  nlglit  lo  hrtir  th»  wolvei*  howl.  They  would 
•'oiiie  round  I  he  hum  nn<*r  nheeii  hut  could  not  imi  hi.    Many  were  killed. 
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lown  country  and  a  saw  must  bo  procured.    Col.  Obadiah  Clom- 
cut  went  on  foot  to  Boscawon  for  tlio  lust,  and  brought  it  all  ilie 
way  fifty  mlloH  to  AVarran  on  his  back,     lie  made  tbo  joiiriioj 
througli  the  woods  over  (ho  roiigli  bridlo-palli  in  tlirao  clays. 
Another  settler  brought  up  sonio  of*  tlio  smaller  irons,  but  iho 
cmnk  could  not  come  till  winter.    Mr.  Merrill,  Col.  Clemouty  and 
his  brother  lleuben  went  for  it  and  drew  it  to  AVarren  on  a  great 
wide-runnered,  frame-work  hand&led,  made  for  that  veiy  purix>80. 
In  the  spring  the  mill  was  finished,  and  the  music  of  its  whoel 
driven  by  fourteen  feet  waterfall,  the  click  of  (he  cogs  on  the  log- 
frame,  and  the  clip  of  the  saw  gnawing  through  the  pines,  which 
the  settlers  sawed  u])  regardless  of  the  '^  broad  arrow  nuirk"  niioii 
(hem,  Houn<hul  for  the  (Irst  (inie  (hrough  (ho  ])leaKaiit  woiida  of 
Warren. 

'11101*0  is  a  stirring  little  anecdo(e  connected  with  the  old  mill 
which  the  kind  i*ejider  may  believe  or  not,  as  the  highly  voracious 
gentleman  who  related  it  said  he  wa;^  not  cjnito  6ui*e  but  that  it 
occurred  somewhere  cIkc  down  east  alter  all.  It  is  told  by  him 
how  one  spring  'Squire  Joiuilhan  Merrill  was  at  work  sawing, 
and  every  morning  he  would  miss  the  lai*d  with  which  ho  greased 
the  nmchinery,  and  sometimes  it  would  be  gone  at  noon.  One 
day  he  brought  down  a  large  quantity  of  it,  and  thinking  ho  hoard 
the  thief  prowling  in  the  thick  swamp  woods  (hat  grew  by  (be 
bog  a  few  rods  east  of  (he  mill,  he  placed  (he  dish  on  (he  long  log 
he  was  sawing,  hoisted  (he  gates  and  H(ar(et1  towards  home, 
hooking  back  he  caught  sight  of  bomethhig  crossing  the  logging 
path,  and  stealing  round  so  that  he  could  look  in(o  the  mill  him- 
self he  saw  a  great  black  bear  sitting  upon  the  log,  back  to  the 
saw,  eadiig  (he*,  grrase.  rreKc^nMy  (he  saw  came  no  «*h»HO  i( 
scra(ched  his  back,  but  Itruiii  only  growliul  and  hnni^hed  along. 
Again  it  bit  him,  and  this  lime  smarting  with  pain  he  turned 
(piickly  round,  reared  on  his  hind  feet  and  clasped  the  impudent 
iron  intrud(^'  on  his  dinner  wi(li  his  fore-paws,  to  give  it  a  death- 
hug.  But  now  he  caught  a  tartar;  he  gnawed  a  file.  Down  came 
the  saw,  stroke  after  stroke  in  rapid  succession,  till  (he  black- 
coated  thief  was  litx^rally  sawn  in  two.  It  is  proper  to  inform  the 
reader  that  (he  bear  died,  aHer  having  given  (he  saw  blade  a  coal- 
ing of  very  excellent  oil  from  his  own  greasy  carcass.    Overall 
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wliichjiko  (ho  boy  poltinjj;:  the  frogf,  'Sqiiiro  Morrill  sliod  no  tears; 
uiid  whothor  true  in  whole  or  in  part  the  incident  lias  more  than 
once  served  to  "point  a  moral  and  adorn  a  tale." 

Iliifli  up  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Warren  is  situated  a  pretty 
little  sheet  of  water.  As  we  have  somewhere  hinted,  the  Indians 
called  it  AVachipauka,  but  tho  later  generations  of  our  mountain 
hamlet  deli|^ht  to  term  it  Header  pond.  It  is  yet  rij^ht  in  tlio 
heart  of  the  woods,  and  from  its  esistern  shoro  springs  a  Imndsomo 
forest-covered  cape.  On  the  north  AVcbster  Slide  slioots  sharp  up  a 
thousand  feet,  its  top  crowned  by  silvery  birch  and  waving  pine; 
tlie  crannies  of  its  rocks  radiant  with  tho  bhieborry,  harebell, 
lichen,  and  other  mountain  flowers.  On  a  warm  summer  day  the 
water  reflecting  the  rich  foliiige  of  the  yet  undisturbed  forest,  is 
ruflled  only  by  the  great  speckled  trout  jumping  or  the  wild  duck 
swimming;  but  when  the  autumn  winds  come  the  blue  water 
curling  smiles  upon  the  mountain-face  and  laughs  at  tho  bald  head 
of  Moosehillock,  looking  in  from  the  distance  over  the  great 
wood. 

j)lack  brook  —  the  Mikaseota — comes  down  from  Wachipauka 
pond.  Its  waters  turn  the  wheel  of  our  first  saw-mill,  and  the 
logs  cut  11])  furnish  the  inhabitants  with  lumber. 

And  now  the  great  naked  log  walls,  the  massive,  lumbering 
(loors,  the  floor  of  logs  hewed  down,  the  rude  style  of  construct- 
ing bed  and  board  shall  disappenr,  and  the  second  generation  of 
settlers'  houses  come.  Ono  story  high,  and  a  low  one  at  that;  a 
great  stack  of  a  chimney  of  stone — then  afterwards  containing 
brick  enough  to  build  a  modern  brick  house  —  right  in  the  centre; 
two  square  rooms  in  front,  a  long  kilchen  behind;  at  one  end  of 
this,  bedroom  and  entry  ;  at  the  oilier,  buttery,  stairway,  and  cellar 
way;  an  unlinished  attic  where  the  children  slept,  parted  off 
sometimes  by  blankets,  oftener  by  spruce  bark,  one  portion  for 
the  boys  the  other  for  the  girls.  These  were  the  palaces  our  fore- 
fathers were  anxious  (o  get. 

()n(^  of  Ihesc  stands  just  nt  the  foot  of  that  stcei)  hill  known 
as  the  Blue  llidge,  and  is  probably  the  oldest  framed  dwelling 
house  in  town.  This  was  the  dwelling  built  anil  occupied  by 
•Joshua  Copp,  Kh<|.,  and  formerly  stood  a  (|unrtcr  of  a  mile  west 
of  its  present  location,  near  the  spot  where  he  first  erected  his 
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hamblo  cabin.  The  first  A-omcd  dwcDiiig,  as  we  hare  before 
stated,  was  ci-oct«d  by  Mr.  Joseph  Pittch,  by  the  mivlsida  on  the 
northerly  batik  or  Patch  brook.*  I>iittcrly  tlic  more  nristocnitio 
well  to  do  nmon<,'  our  fiiHioi-s  built  liii'jic,  double,  two-story  lioiiaos 


of  which  the  old  red  house  built  by  Stevens  Ikfcrrill  and  uow 
slaiKling  Hcnr  tlio  dc|)ot  is  n  6aiii|>]c. 

For  this  <;reut  eiiter>)rise,  tliu  Iniilding  or  n  eiivr-inill,  tlie  gtro- 
imetors,  Jan.  1<^[h,  178t,  long  iiltcr,  vulcil  to  ullow  Mr.  Ucrrill 
Iwclvi:  pDMiiili),*  111  Ih!  ]iiiid  liiiH  us  mihiii  iiv  ■'.nliiM'toil,  in  iniiiiny  or 
in  ccrtidcatcs,  and  so  iniicli  <1id  onr  inonndiin  pioncei-s  rejoice  that 
for  several  years  Ihey  excused  Mr.  M.  Cram  puyhig  taxes  on  his 
mill. 

A  ti<j;ht  roof  to  <tovor  tlioir  liuiiils  wiu  uxciicdiii^ly  iiitw,  but 
good  corn  uakes  and  wbcaton  loavus  wci-c  also  what  lltey  craved; 
llinsc  were  diflleiilt  to  bii  oIiIiijimmI.  It  wii^  liaril  lo  Irnvcl  la 
Haverhill  or  Plyniontli  I'ur  a  •{list,  and  the  proprietors  reallKln;; 
that  this  wus  an  iinportnut  tiling  fur  Iho  towii,ollei-edaboHnty  for 
building  u  grist-mill.  William  Itutlor  accepted  llie  propoaltlou. 
AcroBS  the  Asqnamclinmaukc,  just  below  whei'c  the  great  railroad 
bridge  now  spans  its  waters,  he  built  u  huge  duin.  Tlic  mudsill  is 
still  lo  be  Been,  an  object  of  wond<u-  to  the  boys  who  f;a  to  swim 
in  "  the  old  deep,  hole,"  as  it  is  termed ;  and  Ihc  hubs  drilled  and 
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cut  in  (lio  great  rock  on  tlio  western  slioro  fIiow  wlioro  were  tlio 
fastenings  of  the  dam.  One  at  a  time  the  rude  millstones  were 
dmwn  up  from  down  country  by  William  Ihitlcr,  wi(h  four  men 
to  assist  him,  Just  as  the  crank  of  the  saw-mill  came^  and  early  in 
177G  the  iirst  settlers  brought  theiK  grains,  products  of  a  virgin 
soil,  to  be  ground,  and  waited  for  their  grists  listening  to  tlio  buzz 
of  rude  mill  stones  mingling  their  music  with  that  of  the  wheel 
which  now  for  the  first  time  vexed  Asquamchumauke^s  waters. 

The  proprietors  were  well  satisfied  with  William  JUitler's  work 
and  afterwards  voted  to  allow  him  eighteen  pounds  for  building 
the  mill,  to  be  ])aid  him  as  soon  as  collected.  * 

We  have  said  the  boys  go  to  swim  in  **  the  old  deep  hole."  A 
great  historical  fact  would  bo  lost  to  all  the  coming  countless  gene- 
rations did  we  fail  to  record  that  young  John  Mills,  Jr.,  and  Jo- 
seph Merrill,  Stevens  Mcrriirs  son,  and  Moses  Copp,  son  of  'Squiro 
Joshua,  and  other  boys  also  went  to  swim  in  *'  the  old  deep  hole," 
jiow  made  doubly  deep  by  AVilliam  Untlcr's  mill  dam.  The  woods 
were  very  thick  all  around  it  and  not  a  house  was  visible,  so  no 
delicate  sensitive  nerves  could  be  shocked.  Jumping  out  of  their 
moosehido  breeches  and  tow  shirts  the  boys  ran  over  smooth  peb- 
bles of  mica  slatd'and  shining  quartz,  green  hornblende  and  frag- 
ments of  porphyritic  traj),  little  dreaming  of  the  virgin  gold  lying 
concealed  b(*neath  them  u  liich  would  onlv  be  discovered  a  bun- 
,dred  years  later,  and  plunged  into  the  clear  sparkling  water. 
John  Mills,  Jr.,  could  swim  the  whole  length  of  the  pond  (o  the 
dam.  Here  he  would  rest  himself  nnd  look  over  into  the  foam- 
ing pool  below,  where  the  salmon  congregated  and  out  of  which 
they  wonhl  leap  up  t!iroii;^h  the  falling  w.'itcr,  swift  as  the  rush  of 
Indian  arrows  through  the  sky.  nine  perpendicular  feet  into  the 
pond  above.  AVilliam  Hntler  said  l;e  had  seen  the  salmon  shoot 
up  over  the  dam  many  a  time. 

Swimming  ashore  young  Mills  and  his  companions  would  sit 
down  in  the  shadow  of  the  great  hemlocks  and  wide  spreading 
beech  trees  and  watch  the  white  flc^ece-likc  foam,  formed  where 
the  roaring  Asquanichnmauke  lost  it«eir  in  the  pond.  It  was  a 
pleasant  place  to  pass  a  summer  atlernoon.  The  wood  thrush  and 
the  robin  were  singing  overhead,  the  partridge  drummed  on  an 
♦Sec  Proprietor's  liccords. 
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old  decaying  log  up  in  the  pines  by  Indian  roclc ;  a  blue  jay  was 
duclving  its  crest  and  hustling  the  water  with  its  wings;  on  tho 
slioro  a  sand  piper  crying  wcct.  Jumped  up  on  a  groat  hIouo,  llioii 
ran  fast  by  the  water  under  the  bending  gniss;  hoar  hound,  cranes- 
bill  and  honey  suckle  lent  a  delicious  fragrance  to  the  air  and 
bright  clouds  mirrored  in  the  clear  water  were  floating  away  and 
losing  themselves  in  the  deep  blue  beyond  old  Mount  Carr  and 
Mooeohillock  mountain. 

But  these  were  only  the  beauties  of  the  pond  fit  for  the  boys  to 
look  at;  the  utility  of  the  grist  mill  joined  with  tliat  of  the -saw- 
mill constituted  one  of  the  mighty  agents  which  wrought  such 
great  changes  in  our  mountain  hamlet. 


CHAPTER  V. 

NARUATINd  now  TWO  MBN,  STEVENS  MBRKILL  AND  JAMES  AIKEN, 
LOVED  EACH  OTIIKU, — HOW  THE  LAWS  WERE  EXECUTED  AND  A 
HOUSE  BURNED  Ul»,  CONCLUDING  WITH  A  PIOUS  INQUIRT  WOR- 
THY OP  ALL  GOOD  CHRISTIANS. 

\t  E  have  Faid  lively  c1ian;^iii<(  sccncfl  arc  soon  to  come.  But 
lot  118  not  be  ill  a  linrry  to  enter  ii])on  tlicm.  Pause  a  moment! 
These  are  the  halcyon  days  of  oui*  little  mountain  hamlet.  Eight 
boauliful  suinincrs  have  come  and  gone  since  it  was  settled.  Our 
pioneers  are  living  all  this  time  in  the  most  rustic  simplicity. 
There  is  nought  to  disturb  them,  nought  to  make  (hem  afraid. 
There  w(*re  no  doclorn  to  physic  tlieiii  to  death,  no  ininislcrs  to 
ineacli  war  and  bloodshed  instead  of  peace  and  love,  and  no  pet- 
tifogging lawyers  to  send  caititT scouts,  catch-polls,  and  bum-bailiffs 
to  distrain,  to  attach,  and  to  arrest.  In  fact  there  wi\s  not  a 
lawyer,  sherilF,  judge,  court,  or  jailor  within  sixty  miles  of  our 
little  hamlet  among  the  hills.  Neighbor  loved  neighbor,  the 
golden  rule  was  observed,  and  peace,  happiness,  and  good  will  pre- 
vailed, and  all  was  harmony  serene.  It  was  a  place  of  which 
poets  loved  to  sing — of  old  woods,  clear  rushing  streams,  wild  and 
lofty  mountains,  where  oven  the  gods  would  dwell. 

But  wait,  perhaps  everything  is  not  quite  so  nice  after  all. 
Men  are  human  even  here.  Either  civil  law  or  club  law  must  pro- 
vail  in  every  community,  and  we  shall  soon  see  that  in  the  ab- 
sence of  civil  law  they  sometimes  used  the  club  right  freely  in 
our  good  old  mountiiin  town. 

James  Aiken,  as  previously  described,  was  a  lusty  Colt  from 
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the  Emerald  Islo,  and  Stevens  Morrill  was  a  nicdhiin  si/.ed  man,  ii- 
Quaker  of  the  straightcst  sect,  stern  in  aspect  and  slow  in  8i)ccch. 
Wo  have  hcforc  said  that  (hoy  both  settled  on  the  same  lot  of  land ; 
the  first  a  gentle  squatter,  (he  second  luul  purclnised  it  of  the  loi*dly 
])roprictors  and  had  a  good  warrantee  deed  of  the  prcnnses.  It. 
was  natural  that  one  having  a  good  conifortidilc  cabin  and  a  few 
broad  acres  nicely cleai*ed  sliouhl  want  to  stay ;  and  that  the  other 
having  an  excellent  title  bought  with  his  own  hard  c;isli  should 
want  the  first  to  leave.  Consc(|uently  there  would  bo  a  dignified 
reserve  between  the  two  lords  of  the  soil. 

When  they  fii*st  met  the  Quaker  gently  hinted  to  the  Celt  that 
he  had  no  title  to  his  land.  lie  did  not  take  the  hint.  At  the  next 
cordial  interview  Mr.  M.  said,  ^*  I'hei;  must  leave.''  Aiken  '^  did 
not  seo  it.''  Next  time,  a  week  or  so  later,  iStevens  Merrill  told 
him,  **  Thee  have  got  to  go,  and  if  thee  do  not,"  said  he,  '^  1  will 
serve  a  process  on  thee,  a  writ  of  ejectment."    At  this  Mr.  Aiken 

laughed  politely,  then  said  decidedly,  "  I> d  if  I  will  go." 

Quaker  blood,  so  peaceful,  now  boiled  like  a  little  pot  on  hearing 
this  so  profane,  so  unchristian  ro]>ly,  and  he  inwardly  determined 
to  have  his  rights,  legally  if  he  could,  by  hook  or  crook  if  necci}- 
sary.  IMiey  did  not  siMMik  at  the  next  mooting,  only  eyed  each 
other  askance. 

Aiken  know  by  the  api)oaranco  of  things  there  was  trouble 
brewing  and  so  kept  close  at  homo  to  protect  himself  and  property. 

But  in  proco:>s  of  time  it  imcamo  ab:»olutoly  necessary  for  him 
to  go  down  the  valley  to  the  neighboring  land  of  Wentworth, 
where  his  brolher  ha<l  bcttloil,  for  supplies,  lie  wont  very  (|uiolly 
one  morning,  away  round  through  the  woods  down  on  the  east 
side  of  Patch  brook,  next  to  the  foot  of  the  hill,  so  no  one  would 
sec  him.  Uut  he  was  not  so  fortunate  as  could  bo  desired.  Our 
keen  eyed  hunter,  Joseph  Tatch,  was  looking  about  his  promises 
and  by  chance  saw  him.  Ho  know  what  his  faMior-in-law  wanted, 
how  hard  he  had  tried  to  got  a  writ  of  eject niont,  but  could  not 
very  well  do  it  on  account  of  distance,  bad  roads,  and  expense,  so 
he  hurried  away  to  tell  him  that  this  was  the  time  for  the  strategy 
devised,  the  opportunity  to  execute  a  splendid  flank  movement. 

Stevens  Merrill  made   no  delay.    lie   forded  the  river  and 
crossed  the  meadow.    'Twas  a  bright  aulnmn  <lay.    A  higging 
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wIihI  blow  ov(5r  tlio  pluiii,  nistliii;;  tlio  bccdicH  iiiid  inuplcs.  On  the 
cd^c  of  the  clcni'iiig  lie  stopped  to  recoiinoiti-c ;  the  cabin  stood 
ill  the  centre,  a  little  brook  was  babbling  beside  it,  three  children 
were  playin<^  tit  the  door,  and  the  bnxz  of  a  linen  wheel  was  heard 
within. 

"  It  is  a  bad  job,-'  ho  said  to  himself,  "  bnt  it  will  bo  worse  if 
it  is  flclayed."  Knlerin^  the  cabin  ho  Mil  Mrs.  vVikcn  she  must 
leave.  *'  An  faith  I  won't.''  snid  she.  '*  Bnt  thee  will,"  said  Mr. 
M,  "  V\\  sec  abont  it,"  said  kIk*,  and  spran«if  for  an  axe  that  stood 
in  the  corner.  Bnt  Stevens  Merrill  was  too  <iuick  for  her.  lie 
wrenched  it  from  her  grasp  and  then  afTectionately  ejected  her 
from  (he  cabin.  The  children  screamed  and  Mrs.  A.  threatened 
vengeance.  Bnt  it  was  no  nsc.  Mr.  M.  began  to  pitch  the  things 
ont,  and  seeing  his  determinaiioii  they  picked  np  their  extra 
clothing  aiul  trndgod  away  down  the  bridle  path  to  John  Mills'  as 
fast  as  their  legs  wonld  carry  them. 

He  moved  all  the  rest  of  the  fnrniturc  ont  carcfnlly,  even  the 
linen  wheel  and  the  pots  and  kettles  thathnngon  the  stont  Ing 
pole*  in  the  great  lire  place,  carried  them  to  a  safe  distance  and 
then  not  tin?  to  the  cabin.  The  wind  freshened,  the  snn)ke  curled 
np  and  iloatcd  away  over  the  woods,  the  ilames  roared  and  leaped 
abont,  and  in  an  hour  the  pleasant  dwelling  was  a  mass  of  black- 
ened rnins. 

When  James  Aiken  came  back  they  told  him  the  news  at 
.John  Mills'.  Ifo  was  terriblv  ni'id  and  swore  that  he  "  would 
have  n»vcngi'  — llijit  old  Merrill  liatl  cfnnmittcd  arson  —  that  he 
should  be  locked  np  between  the  four  walls  of  a  ])rison  —  that  he 
was  the  devil's  own  and  the  regular  son  of  a  dog  mother,*' to 
speak  polil^tly  what  the  Oelt  said  plump  and  plain. 

Stevens  Ikleirill  kept  a  watch  abont  his  own  cabin  every  night, 
himself,  sons,  and  son-in-law,  by  turns,   until  their  friend  had 


*  In  tlu'  rlihimoy,  nrrosM  tho  Hue,  wnn  Uic  liijr  pnio,  ninilo  of  rivpii  brccb  oriHR' 
|i|(*  IVoiii  two  l.o  iniir  inrlins  in  tliniiH^ici*,  niu\  on  wliicli  wcrn  linii^  liookn  tuul  trttni- 
nirlM  of  wriMiirltl  in»n.  m«»  ronslnirlril  mm  Io  l»r  rils<M|  or  lowcinl  t«»  Hiilt  llu»  roii- 
voiiiciin*  of  tlio  ixils  nnil  kclilcs  HiiH|K-ntl(Ml  IIkmtoii  for  nilhiiiry  mirpoHCH.  Tlionc 
\u)i  polos  woro  liaUlo  to  bo  burnt  bv  tbo  llro  wliirb  blnr.cd  bcnc.ntii  an<l  broken  by 
(he  woiffbt  KUK]ionilo(l  on  tboni,  am)  in  due  time  f^nve  plane  to  the  crane  which  M'ns 
oon»trui'to(l  of  iron  and  fMstoned  on  one  fildo  lu  Iho  chimney  Jnmb,  while  the  end 
8\vnnK  over  the  fire  with  the  hookn  and  trnnunels  on  it. — ^Acob  I'atch'a   stnte- 

nionl. 

ftfevouH  Men-ill  drove  Aiken  off  and  burnt  hlK cabin. ^Jieacon  Jonntli.inCleni- 
cnlK*  »t4iteincnl. 
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moved  Ilia  goods  away  and  had  gone  to  his  brother's  in  Went- 
MTortli.  Evou  thou  ho  did  not  fool  qiiito  safo,  for  lio  knew  ho  liad 
not  done  Jnst  rig^lit  taking  tlio  law  Into  liis  own  iiands. 

James  Aiken  afterwards  wont  back  down  country.  Wlieu 
people  came  down  he  would  ask  if  "  Stevens  Merrill  had  gone  to 
hell,  ibr  if  ho  had  not/'  said  he,  "  hell  no  ncetl  to  Imvo  been 
made ;"  a  pious  remark,  showing;  the  deep  love  lie  had  for  hia  gen- 
tle friend. 

Our  Quaker  settler  from  this  time  forward  cultivated  the 
Irishman's  field  and  took  pains  to  obliterate  his  memory.  Bat 
the  old  cellar,  now  almost  filled  up,  yet  remains  to  mark  tlio  spot 
where  this  dire  calamity  hapiiencd,  and  the  little  brook  mnnlug 
down  on  the  second  of  the  gcologic^il  terraces  and  near  which 
stood  the  IriMhman's  cnbin,  boars  his  name  and  is  called  Aiken 
brook  cvon  to  this  duy. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

BIOUNT  OAUU,  ITS  ANCIRNT  INirARITANTS ;  AND  THEN  OF  TlIK  r.UANI> 
OLD  IllTNTIN'tiS  THAT  WKItlC  HAD  ABOUT  IT,  WITH  A  HKAUTIFUI. 
MOOSKIHIJ.OOK  DKSCKirnoN  THROWN  IN  VOU  VAUIKTT. 

Mount  CAUU  is  a  grand  old  inounlaiii.    It  rises  3,606  feet 

above  the  ocean,  is  covered  with  a  dense  forest  even  to  the  summit 
and  occupies  a  part  of  the  following  four  townships :  The  ancient 
Trecothick,  now  Ellsworth,  Homiioy,  now  called  Unmncy,  as 
aforesaid,  Wentworth,  and  our  own  mountain  liandct. 

It  derives  its  name  from  llie  following  circumstance,  which 
we  prefer  to  lell  as  it  was  told  years  ago,  and  tjic  reader  without 
doubt  will  think  it  a  "  delectable  talc.-^  ^*  When  the  countiy 
was  first  settled  and  its  geography  but  little  known,  a  certain  Mr. 
Carr,  wishing  to  proceed  from  Trccothick  to  Warren,  attempted 
to  cross  the  mountain.  At  the  time  he  started  the  sky  was  free 
from  clouds,  and  every  appearance  gave  sign  of  pleasant  weather 
But  soon  after  ho  entered  the  woods  there  arose  a  territie 
shower,  common  to  mountainous  regions,  and  when  it  had  rained 
a  short  time,  instead  of  clearing  away,  a  thick  fog  set  in  com- 
pletely enveloping  the  mountain. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  shower  Mr.  Carr  crept  under 
the  trunk  of  a  large  tree  that  had  fallen  across  a  knoll,  and  as  the 
rain  continued  to  fall  more  violentlv  he  concluded  he  would  be 
compelled  to  remain  there  over  night.  The  log  above  his  head 
was  an  innnense  hemlock,  and  peeling  some  of  the  loose  bark 
from  the  trunk  he  sat  it  with  sticks  of  rotten  wood  against  the 
sides  of  the  tree,  more  effectually  to  shield  himself  from  the  fall- 


248  IIIST«)KY    OF   WAUitKN. 

iii^  water.  lie  liail  no  menus  of  lighting  a  flro,  and  as  he  had 
gained  a  considerable  elevation  wlion  niglit  came  on,  he  felt  cold. 
He  had  only  taken  provisions  enough  for  Ids  dinner,  and  as  he 
sat,  hungry  and  shivering,  the  scene  to  him  was  a  solitiiry  cue. 
The  rain  as  it  fell  upon  the  green  leaves  or  billcil  thruu^li  tlic 
Lmuglis  of  the  hemlock  and  spruce,  kept  up  a  confuf<cd  palteriu|fy 
silling  noiuc,  and  im  it  grew  tlurk  he  laid  down  and  tried  to  fdccp, 
listening  to  its  doleful  music.  But  this  was  almost  impossible, 
for  as  a  drowse  would  steal  upon  him  some  great  owl  overhead 
would  hoot  ominously,  and  as  its  I'ougli  music  died  away  the 
other  inhabitanls  of  the  forest  took  up  the  strain,  and  ho  heard 
the  lioatxe  howl  of  the  wolf,  and  the  long-drawn  halloo  of  the  liear 
echoing  in  the  foi*est. 

Thus  the  night  p:iss«*d  away,  its  long  hours  seeming  like  weeks, 
until  at  last  the  dark  mhiy  light  of  morning  hegan  to  dawn, 
and  the  huge,  gnarled  trunks  of  the  trees  appeared  through  tlio 
thick  fog.  Numb  with  cold,  ho  arose  and  resolved  to  make  an 
effort  to  find  his  way  out  of  the  woods.  He  sl,*irtcd  up  the  monii- 
t:iin,  anil  Ir.ivfilcd,  as  he  thouglil,  until  he  hud  reached  the  top. 
lie  Ihcii  di'Si'L'iidcd  uiilii  ho  arrived  al  the  lout  and  began  to  have 
h<»pe  that,  he  ^honld  find  the  scLllement,  but  he  was  doomed  to 
diJiapi>ointnient,  for  he  had  traveled  but  a  short  distance  before  lie 
l»egan  to  :iseond  again,  lie  then  tried  to  retrace  his  steps  but  it 
w:is  of  no  avail,  and  alter  wandering  about  for  a  long  time  he 
found  himself  standing  upon  the  shore  of  Ulen  pond.  It  still 
rained,  and  the  descending  drops  made  strange  mnui*.  as  they 
struck  upon  the  snioiMli  surlaecof  the  little  mountain  lake. 

He  now  made  up  his  mind,  as  it  was  near  ni«;ht,  to  remain 
here  until  the  following  day,  and  building  a  light  camp  by  the 
faille  of  a  rock,  passed  a  much  more  dreary  ni<^ht  than  the  fii*8t. 
Cold,  wet,  sliivering,  and  sloeplcs.s  as  he  lay  by  the  side  of  that 
sheet  of  water,  he  heard  the  hoarse  croaking  of  the  frogs  ming- 
ling with  the  voices  of  his  sercnadcrs  of  the  previous  night. 
AVhen  the  morning  broke  it  had  ceased  raining  and  although  foggy 
he  was  able  to  distingnish  the  position  of  the  sun  when  it  rose, 
and  thereby  learn  his  points  of  compass. 

Two  nights  had  now  passed,  he  had  not  tasted  food,  and  hun- 
ger was  oppressing  him.    To  satisfy  it  he  tried  to  catch  some 
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lishy  but  after  a  few  iiiefrecUial  attempts  lie  gnve  it  up.  As  he 
stood  looking  at  the  water  ho  saw  swimming  about  and  liopping 
along  the  shore  numerous  frogs.  A  luingr}*  man  will  catialmost 
anything.  Can*  caught  a  number  of  them,  cut  them  up  wilh  liis 
knife,  and  made  a  Iiearty  meal  upon  the  raw  Hesh  or  lish. 

K(;cling  now  mudi  refreshed  he  attempted  again  to  (ind  the 
settlement.  Taking  a  westerly  course  he  once  more  found  him- 
self upon  the  top  of  the  mountain.  The  clouds  hung  thick  around 
making  it  impossible  lo  distinguish  any  object  a  few  feet  distant 
But  proceeding  cautiously  he  began  to  descend,  as  he  believed 
upon  the  opposite  side.  For  a  number  of  hours  he  slowly  went 
down,  crossing  in  his  course  several  streaniH  now  swollen  with 
the  rain  until  he  reached  the  level  country.  Here  after  wander- 
ing about  some  time  ho  began  to  think  that  he  should  be  obliged 
to  spend  another  night  in  the  woods,  but  as  ho  was  looking  around 
for  a  convenient  camping  place,  the  sharp  ringing  of  a  settler's 
axe  greeted  his  ear,  and  proceeding  towards  what  was  to  him  the 
joyful  sound,  he  soon  emerged  into  a  recent  clearing.  In  the  cen- 
tre stood  a  snug  cabin  and  he  quickly  found  himself  within  its 
hospiUible  wull:^,  where  he  was  generously  provided  for,  and  afller 
somewhat  .recovering  from  his  fatigue,  related  his  advent\ires  in 
the  woods.  (Gradually  the  story  circulated  through  the  neighbor- 
ing settlements  and  the  people  gave  his  name  to  the  mountain  upou 
which  the  adventure  happened."* 

Dr.  Jackson  says  the  mountain  is  composed  of  granite,  which 
having  been  erupted  through  the  mica  slate  lying  upon  its  sides 
forms  a  cap  on  its  summit.  But  after  the  most  diligent  search  by 
several  very  distinguished  geologists  the  granite  is  as  yet  undiscov- 
ered. Nevertheless,  it  is  a  most  singular  formation.  A  hun- 
dred diflerent  kinds  of  rock  are  found  upon  it,  and  some  most  in- 
teresting minerals,  among  which  are  tourmaline  or  schorl,  garnets, 
quartz  crystals  of  a  lovely  hue,  amy  thy  st,  beautiful  as  the  sum- 
nii*r  rose,  anil  last  but  not  least  arc  scattered  all  over  it  small  ])ar- 
ticles  of  pure  virgin  gold. 

•C;iiT  w;is  ;Uru;ml  of  Alcxniulov  C.'rnlf;  who  hKUimI  in  Itomncy  niul  who  hiid 
rclntivos  living  nt  Mio  time  in  i'ionnont. 

Snniucl  Kniglit  iclntetl  how  two  boys  Trom  Ellsworth  In  these  enrly  times  como 
over  Mount  Can*  in  the  winter,  ItnnHo'ut,  and  cninped  one  night  near  Batchelder 
brook,  lieforc  they  reached  the  settlements  in  Warren. 
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A  dozen  beaatifuly  white  foamy  streams  come  mshing^  dowii 
its  sides,  among  whicli  may  be  mentioned  Martin  1)i*ook,  braiiclies 
of  Stinson  broolc,  Moulton  1>rook,  Batclielder  brool;.  Patch  brook, 
and  tliat  most  beautiful  of  all  streams,  Uurrtcane  brook.  On  tlie 
latter  are  those  little,  white  tumbling  waterfalls  which  for  so  many 
yeai*s  were  almost  unknown  hut  are  now  so  much  adrniixsd. 

By  these  it  is  said  in  olil  times  lived  llic  fairies.  It  was  here 
on  the  rich  carpets  of  green  moss  they  danced  in  the  moonbeama 
and  sang  an  accompaniment  to  the  falling  waters.  The  deep, 
mossy-rimmed  basin,  set  with  gems,  and  carved  in  the  rock  high 
up  on  the  mountain  side  might  have  been  their  bathing  font,  and 
in  it  even  llobin  Goodfcllow  and  Queen  Mab  might  have  per- 
formed their  ablutions.  The  Indians  had  a  beautiful  tradition  how 
the  fairies  stole  the  childi'on  away  and  gave  them  fairy  bread  to 
eat  which  changed  them  into  fairies.  Then  said  they  there  was  Joy 
for  the  little  folks  as  they  revelled  in  the  green  cmbo  won  ng  woods; 
and  the  elfin  king  and  the  fairy  queen  ruled  long  and  well  in  the 
old  centuries.  But  the  ]>eriod  when  they  existed  has  melted  into 
the  mellow  twilight  of  ages  and  all  these  joyous  rovellers  arc 
gone  forovcr. 

Now  it  is  said  there  ai*o  some  so  skeptical  that  they  don't  be- 
lieve the  fairies  ever  lived  there  at  all,  that  the  whole  story  is  but 
a  pleasant  myth  told  to  please  the  childi*en.  Be  this  as  it  may 
their  reputed  haunts  were  frequently  invaded  about  those  times. 
Our  rustic  pioneers  loved  fresh  meat  and  a  BiovQ  of  rich  peltries, 
and  the  woods  of  Mpunt  Carr  wci^c  scourad  for  the  supply. 

'When  the  autumn  came  and  the  maples,  birches^  poplars,  and 
a»li  were  dolliod  in  all  llicir  crimson  KpleutlorH  in  the  glens  tiiid 
on  the  mountains,  the  gun  was  roused  from  its  slumber,  the  dogs 
howled  in  ecstacy  on  the  hills,  and  the  time  for  partridge  shooting, 
mink,  beaver,  and  sable  tmpping,  and  deer  and  moose  hunting  had 
come.  Joseph  Patch  *'  was  in  his  element  then."  Chase  AVhitcher 
was  on  the  hunter's  path,  Oliadiah  Clenicnt-s  gun  resounded  in 
the  woods,  and  even  fat  William  Butler  joined  in  the  pi-ofitablo 
pastime. 

Patch  is  a  happy  hunter.  lie  is  threading  his  way  along  the 
Asquamchumauke  towai*ds  the  wooded  mountain.  He  steps  from 
hummock  to  hummock  in  his  little  pasture,  brushes  the  bine  and 
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p:ol(l  Howcrcd  liardliack  aside,  and  rustics  the  ralloii  leaves  with  his 
heel  ill  ilio  woods.  lie  shall  lieai*  the  roar  of  the  torrent,  the  inii- 
Hie  of*  tlie  waterfall;  shall  wind  around  the  reedy  shores  of  the 
Or  f(kirf(Ml  (ilrn  ponds,  and  at  ni^Iit  lit^  down  to  Hl(*op  on  his  bod  of 
sofl  bou[(li8  by  his  cmnp  fire,  llis  youngest  sou  relates  that  at  one 
(into  ho  came  honie  with  fiHy-threc  mink,  sable,  fisher-cat,  and  bea- 
ver skins,  cau;(ht  in  a  Hin<rlo  week  in  his  Indian  culhea<^s  and  steel 
tnips.  Old  Deacon  Jonathan  Clement  said  that  Chtisc  Wliltchcr 
caught  in  one  season  a  hundred  and  forty  dollaw'  worth  of  beaver, 
on  the  hcml  waters  of  Black  and  Deny  brooks.  The  old  beaver 
dams  and  little  gi'ass  grown  meadows  where  their  ])onds  wei^o  arc 
still  to  bo  HocMi.  Obadiah  Cloincnit  could  shoot  more  ])aHndgos 
than  any  other  man  in  the  hamlet.  lie  had  a  brisk  little  dog  ix> 
FvavQ  them  up  aiul  then  shot  them  on  the  wing. 

vloseph  Patch  also  had  a  good  supjdy  of  steel  traps  and  there 
was  not  a  man  in  the  whole  country  who  could  catch  more  foxes 
than  ho.  lie  bailed  them  on  a  bod,  as  it  is  called,  and  late  in  the 
fall  was  snit^  to  get  one  almost  ovory  morning.  But  once  he  found 
an  old  fi)X  almost  as  ennning  us  hinisoll*.  When  ho  would  go  to 
his  *'  bed ''  he  would  find  his  bait  gone,  his  trap  sprung,  but  liot  a 
fox  to  Ik?  seen.  This  hnppened  many  times  even  though  his  trap 
was  sf^t  in  tho  most  carolul  manner.  But  there  was  one  thing  he 
always  nolicTd. — his  tmp  invariably  had  a  stick  in  its  jaws.  One 
day  ho  s(»t  it  very  carefully  and  then  picked  up  and  carried  away 
every  stick  more  than  two  inchcis  long  ho  could  find  in  the  vicinity. 
TJis  plan  proved  successful.  The  next  morning  he  found  a  liand- 
Home  silvoi-  gray  fox  caught  by  the  nose.  The  stick  with  wliich  it 
attempted  to  spring  tho  tnip  was  too  short.  Reynard  seemed  to 
realize  his  situation.  J  le  looked  up  in  the  hunter*s  fsice  imploringly, 
as  much  as  to  say,  **  please  let  me  go  this  time."  But  Patch  could 
iH)t  think  of  it.  AVith  one  blow  he  dif  pitched  him  though  he  often 
said  aftei'wards  he  never  regi'etted  the  killing  an  animal  more  in 
his  life* 

♦TIiIm  fJoiy  \v:iH  Inlil  llio  millior  by  Mr  n«vlrl  Snillli.  lie  walcl  Pftlcli  rclnlctl 
it  to  him  Willi  liin  own  liiiR.    ncnjnuiiii  Little*rt  slntcnicnt  nlflo. 

A 118011  Merrill  paid  timt  Pntcli  once  auw  a  bnnr  in  his  corn,  ncnr  Pntch  brook: 
jfot  within  twenty  roils  nnd  then  conld  not  see  liis  irnme  well,  «o  ho  stood  on  n  hill 
t»r  roni  nnd  rnlKod  hiniftell'  on  tiii-lno  nnd  llred.  The  l»enr  rnn  bnt  I*ntr.h  fViuml 
thnt  he  had  drawn  bhxNl  nnd  loliowinf?  alonfr  hoRido  the  brook  logt  the  trail.  A 
week  Inter,  it  lieinff  warm  wcnllicr  hcRcentcd  hiin  nnd  found  hisfcainodcndon  the 
Uankf}  or  tho  stroam. 
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John  llindimai,  IiIh  iM'i<^ilmr,  liiul  (wo  iKMiiitiliil  llcH't^rtNilecl 
deer  lioniuls.  One  of  tlicin  wiw  imiiitnl  'Wolf.  Patch  prevAilcd 
u|MMi  hun  to  Koll  liiiii  the  hitter  anil  tluui  he  roiihl  rival  hiM  rricmcl 
Whitchcr  in  tlic  chose.  My  uncle  wlio  rcnienibere<l  the  hiaftory  of 
John  Mills  ko  well,  Mini  tliut  early  S4*tlh*r  *io\  a  ^(nnI  su|i]i1y  or 
venison  one  day,  the  would-l»e  ]»nMlnct  of  Patch's  hnn(iii«r.  lie 
hcartl  the  sonorous  ycllin<;^  of  the  old  hound  c^niin<c  down  flio 
ravine  by  Rocky  falls,  on  Patch  lirook ;  soon  the  autlei*cd  buck  bunrt 
fVom  tlie  woods,  flew  acti'oss  the  little  clcarin<^  and  made  for  ilio 
mill  pond  on  the  Hver.  Mills  was  i*eady  with  his  ^m,  and  as  tlu% 
Kla*;  swam  nipidly  downacn»HH  the  ]N>nd  he1iNl<;o<1a  char^^e  of  biiek 
shot  in  Mh  throat  and  befon*  Patch  came  up  (he  ;onne  wax  hid  in 
the  (^rist-mill,  while  the  hunter  wtis  letl  to  infer  that  the  deer  lia<1 
citiKsed  lh(;  river  ami  es4'a]MMl,  John  Mills  all  the  lime  niaintainin;^: 
a  pious  silence,  somewhat  after  the  manner  of  the  Quakers. 

Pa4iKe  here,  ^nlle  reader!  <bi)p  a  U*f\v  for  the  fate  of  Patelra 
fleet  deer  liound,  Wolf.  As  the  yeai-s  rolled  on  he.  •^•ew  old.  IIi*« 
bayin[^  was  luuird  nt»  more  on  the  hills,  his  fc>et  lN)nndod  no  more 
throuj^h  the  w<mn1s.  (Jray  wilh  a<^e  he  could  only  lie  mi  the  lieaiih 
hy  the  warm  lire.  Omt  day  Patch  said  half  in  earnest  to  his  Imys, 
*'  I  gfuess  you  liad  better  take  old  Wolf  out  and  8lHM>t  him,  he  in  no 
use  to  any  one.*'  The  dog  looked  up  Kori*owf\dly,  M*eminp^  to  un- 
derstand what  was  said  and  (hen  slowly  left  tlu^  house.  Tliatni|^h( 
they  hunled  for  him,  and  called  him  in  vain.  The  next  day  they 
found  him  in  a  deep  pool  of  Patch  brook,  drowned. 

If  Patch  snsiHM'.ted  his  friend  Mills  of  ap|)ropriatin«f  the  veni- 
s<m  he  could  tuisily  for<^ive  him  as  he  sometimes  pnutti>;<ul  such 
thin<^s  himself.  S(ran<^n*K  i'lnmi  a  distance  would  come  (o  hun(and 
wantonly  destroy  lar^e  quantities  of  ^ame  nnu'li  (o  (lu^  annctyanee 
of  (ho  good  sett  lei's  of  (he  hamlet.  Tlies*-.  m:u*:iudin<>:  parties,  Io«- 
sel  scouts,  shoutin<(  wonld  otb'o  come  rushin*^  down  from  the  hills 
with  guns  and  dec|>-moutlied  bayin*^  hounds,  waking(!vcry  echo  in 
the  old  wood.  U  was  (hen  that  the  Merrills.  William  ibitler,  Mills, 
Patch  and  Ilinchson,  laif  tening  would  intercept  the  deer  or  uhmisc, 
and  kill  and  conceal  it  l>ef»)re  the  titjrce  intrudei*s  could  come  up. 
Then  there  would  be  a  sharp  coutciition,  threat^,  and  sometimes 
blows,  but  (h(}  invariabh'.  result  was  that  the  game  hiving  invaders 
would  be  sent  fast  living  back  across  the  border  with  Uwaa  (leas  in 
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Mkmi*  r«i*fi.*    Uoniiu'v  nu»n  and  Mm  Hojounin*8  ninon^  tlio  liills  of 
'rrrn)IIii<*k  wv.w  llins'  l.'ni;i;'lif   In  foi'I  a  (loop  love  for  tijo  "lionost 
WaiTciiih's,"  jiH  llicy  inosi,  rrsprrl fully  U*nii(ul  our  oarly  pioiioors. 
CliMso  WhilcluT,  whilo  folli)\vin*f  a  iin)()S(»,  Avas  Mio  Tii'hI,  RoMlcr 
who  visiicd  llio  miniiiiif  of  Mooscliillock.     It  is  said  that  f)o8C]>h 
Pat-ch  also,  while  hnntin<if  one  bright,  clear  autuniu  day  climbed  the 
mountain.    11c  had  no  companion  8avc  his  dog.    Stillness  and  soli- 
tude were  there,  hill  and  ravine,  «ky  and  valley,  everyAvherc  mag- 
nificent, the  outline  everywhere  bold,  grand,  and  sublime.    No  ani- 
mal life  was  to  be  seen,  only  two  fearless,  strong  winged  eagles  were 
soaring  over  the  great  gorge  down  which  lioars  Tunnel  brook. 
White  (luartz  rocks  and  gray  slates,  among  which  bloom  the  hai*c- 
hell  and  lichen,  and  to  which  the  mosses  cling,  cropped  out  all 
around  him ;  then  there  was  the  gniveyard  of  the  stunted  skeleton 
trees  killed  by  the  frost  and  the  fire  and  bleached  white;  beyond 
was  the  rich  gre(Mi  of  (he  niM/.y.  impentHniblehackmalacks;  in  the 
/.one  below  the  deep  brown  of  the  spruce  and  hendock,  and  in  the 
deep  valleys  at  the  mountjiin  foot,  the  bright  yellow,  the  flashing 
crimson,  the  purple  :md  gold  of  the  forest,  while  above  was  the 
azure  sky,  and  in  tlii^  far  distance  thi^  blui^  wa(4M*  of  the  ponds,  the 
Inkes,  and   tin*  ocean.     It  wjis  a  wild  scene,  'S!nigs,  knolls,  and 
nuuinds  confusediv  hurled  "  far  as  the  eve  t'ould  reach.     In  the  cast 
the  highest  of  the  AVaundiecket  Methna,  the  Indian  name  for  the 
White  mountains,  gleamed  white  with  the  fii*st  snow,  Avhile  in  the 
west  the  sharp  peaks  of  the  Adirondacks  shone  bright  above  the 
(lathing  waters  of  Lake  Champlain.     IJut  he  hunied  away  for  be 
felt  a  strange  indesciibable  awe  at  a  sight  such  as  he  bad  never 
witnessed  before,  and  the  hackmatacks  were  thick  and  the  wav  over 
them  long  and  diflicult. 

lUit  it  was  only  in  the  winter  wiien  the  snow  lay  four  feet  deep 
in  the  w()ods  of  the  vallev  and  on  the  mountains  that  the  moose 
could  be  hunted  successfully.  W(;  have  it  on  the  authority  of  Ja- 
I'ob  Patch,  son  of  *loseph  Patch,  that  our  luintxM' on  snowshoeswas 
following  tlic  Astpiamchumankc,  otherwise  Haker  river,  high  up  on 
the  hU\v  ot  Mooscliillock  mountain.     It  had  snowed  that  day  and 


i'K<<r|.  Joiintlinn  Morrill  oiir.o  wliippod  n  prnlliiiit  Rnmnrv  liiintrr  with  hU  ox 
ffonri,  *'  lunkiiig  him  yell  good/'  wlioii  Hiiid  hiiutut*  aocti8cd  hiin  of  tficnllnff  a  doer. 

Stovoiif*  ^fcrrill  1)y  good  Inck  got  n  moose  once  In  the  river  behind  his  house 
which  Honic*l>ody'>«  dogs  hnd  chased  down  ttom  the  mountains. 
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tlic  way  was  slow  and  heavy.  Lditc  in  the  aneniooii  he  iliscovcrotl 
a  yard  of  moose.  Tr>'iiig  liis  gun  ho  found  it  so  damp  he  could 
not  use  it.  This  was  a  g)*eat  disappointment  but  Ite  was  not  to  bo 
eheated  of  his  game  so  easily.  Cutting  a  long  pole  he  lashed  liis 
hunting  knife  to  one  end  of  it,  rjiutionsly  appn>m'lied  (lieni04>soaiid 
cut  the  ham  stiings  of  thi*cc  of  the  best  of  thcni.  This  done  ho 
found  no  ditliculty  in  dispatehing  thcni.  The  i-est  escaped.  Of 
coui^se  ho  dressed  them,  hung  the  heavy  quartet's  high  up  in  the 
trees,  and  then  hauled  them  home  at  his  leisuro. 

But  the  most  historical  of  all  the  gi-and  old  huntings  tliat  have 
come  down  to  us  Avas  one  that  happened  that  very  winter  of  these 
piimitive  times.  C*hase  AVhilchcr  had  l)oen  across  the  niouutaiud 
to  Glen  i)onds  to  fish  for  ti*out  thi*ough  the  ice.  Coming  home  he 
found  a  gix^t  yaixl  of  moose.  There  were  moix)  of  them  than  any 
oue  man  wanted,  aud  he  generously  told  his  neighbDi*s  of  the  dis- 
cover)'. Then  they  began  to  plan  the  way  of  cjipturc  and  a  day  to 
put  it  in  execution  was  set  when  every  man  should  ho  ituidyfor  the 
work. 

Simeon  Smith,  and  Morrill  fnnn  lied  Oak  hill,  llinchson.  Patch, 
Mills,  and  Butler,  all  the  Merrills,  Joshua  Oopp,  and  OlnidiahC 'leni- 
ent, both  the  Whitchers  and  othei>i  Ktarle<l  for  the  yard  early  ono 
bright  morning.  Jt  was  up  the  sid(!  of  Mount  (*arr  in  the  gleii 
thi*ough  wliich  Patch  brook  flows,  and  over  the  norllicrn  mountain 
spur,  like  Bonaparte  over  the  Alps,  nioiv,  than  :\yin){)  \Vv.{  np.  in  the 
mid  winter  snow.  Thei-e  was  a  hard  crust  and  (lie  sunlight  stivani- 
ing  through  the  tixjes  flashed  on  Mu».  myriad  icy  particles.  A  parl- 
lidge  whirixjd  away  from  before  them  into  the  snow  covered  firs,  a 
i*abbit  that  was  eating  spruce  burrs  leajied  past,  and  both  werc  un- 
heeded either  by  huntei-8  or  clogs.  It  was  ton  o'clock  when  they 
i-cached  the  yard.  The  fli*st  ?ight  showed  them  that  it  was  no  or- 
dinary one.  Tt  was  on  the  mountain  side,  on  the  Black  hill  beyond, 
and  ran  down  by  (ilen  pond,  across  the  valley  to  the  side  of  Mt. 
Kineo.  The  Black  hill  had  been  crossed  and  recrosscd  a  hundi'ed 
times  from  base  to  sunnnit.  A  hundred  parallels  girdled  the  hill 
ai*ound,  intei'secting  the  perpendiculars,,  and  all  were  lianl  and 
deeply  trodden  paths,  so  hard  a  moose  could  notbe  tracked  in  them, 
so  narrow  a  man  could' not  run  in  them.  It  was  a  mazy  labyrinth 
and  to  attempt  to  thix^ad  it  was  to  give  the  animals  an  opiK>rtunity 
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lo  csfMix*.  Tlir  iiiooso  coiiltl  niii  ton  to  lin(*.oii  inilcH  nn  lioiii* 
lliroii<(h  (he  clovioiis  wiii(rni;(.<^,  hrowKiiinr  unci  oatiii*^  lis  Mioy  ran, 
and  not t her  dojrn  nor  nion  ronhl  cunin  np  to  ilicni.  Thct'cforo  iliiR 
litilo  nrniy  of  hnntorR,  out  on  tliin  p^rand  hunting  oxcursiou,  iininc- 
diately  Poparatod.  Thoy  wont  round  on  cithor  sido  oach  loavhig 
(he  othor  at  a  considojiiblodistanoo,  then  Hiey  eauliouRly  enteixid  (ho 
yard;  wlien  a  gun  wns  lh*ed  (hey  h^t  h)oso  the  dogs;  their  yel- 
ling wa.s  wild  nnisic,  in  (lu*.  wood«,  aceoni])aniod  l)y  the  noise 
ot*  (lie  moose  pounding  away  at  a  linrd  swinging  ti*ot^  tlioir  broad 
antlers  i*osoundtiig  as  tliey  soinelinics  liit  a  (i*ee,  tlieir  wide-spread 
hoofs  crackling  at  every  stop  as  they  lied  from  thcif  pursuers. 

And  noAV  all  are  on  the  tip-toe  of  oxi)octation.  Each  man  be- 
lievers ho  is  sure  of  his  gsinn*.  CapUiin  William  Hutlor  is  deter- 
mined to  bag  one.  But  when  the  nnghtiost  animal  he  ever  saw 
went  swinging  by  he  found  he  had  the  moose  fever,  and  instead 
of  stopi)ing  his  game,  the  old  bull  answered  the  crack  of  his  gun 
with  a  bellow  and  bounded  out  of  sight  in  a  moment.  Jt  did  not 
even  leave  the  trace  of  blood  on  the  snow,  much  to  our  excellent 
marksman's  delight.  Simeon  Smith  halloed  with  exceeding  Joy  at 
the  slight  of  ono  and  forgot  to  tiro  at  all.  Morrill  <tallod  him  a  fool 
and  forgot  to  tiro  hiniKolf,  and  »Stovons  Morrill  waj*  so  greatly  pleased, 
or  had  tho  fov<M-  so  bad  that  he  fii-ed  in  the  air,  jn^obably  philosophi- 
oally  thinking  tho  ball  might  strike  one  when  it  came  down.  But 
Chase  Whitchor  brought  down  a  moose  the  llrst  time  trying,  Joseph 
Patch  had  the  same  good  luck,  and  Objuliah  C/lement  had  the  good 
fortune  (o  nhoot  Iwo.     T\u^  o(hoi*s  did  not  snr<'ood  in  g«*ttingashot. 

Kmn*  moose  wore  as  many  as  thov  <'an»d  for,  or  ocndd  well  take 
i'AUv.  of.  So  tlicr  flogs  worn  called  and  the  rest  were  suflei*cd  to 
esca]K*.  The  work  of  skinning  and  di'essing  was  quickly  accom- 
plished, and  the  product  loaded  on  the  light,  broad  ruunered  hand- 
sleds  which  they  had  bi*ouglit  with  thom. 

I(  was  hard  work  <;omiiig  over  tho  mounlain,  and  liefore  they 
arrived  at  the  sunnnit  William  Butl(M-'s  rotund  body  was  too  heavy 
for  his  logs,  and  ho  laid  down  in  tho  snow  from  exhaustion.  His 
good  friends  rubbed  him  smartly,  pimped  him  upon  one  of  the  sleds, 

•loliu  Mni-fftoM,  who  lived  nt  the  Hiimmil,  \\rnl  Iioiiho  up  llif?li  direct,  onco  went 
nn  niio  ol  tltcvn  grniMl  iiioohc  liiinU.  lln  wjih  UfcUy  liiingry  nnil  drnnk  two  qiinrtii 
of  inooHO.  itiiinow.    H  iiimle  Itiiii  tcn'Miln  sic-k,  likcil  to  litivo  kiUed  liiiii,  mid  llio 

Iinrty  lind  to  build  a  flro  nnd  stay  in  tlic  tvoodn  nil  night.    The  next  clay  tlicy  drew 
lim  nomo  on  a  hand  sled.— Nathaniel  lUcliardfion's  statemeni. 
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covered  him  waiinly  witli  tlicir  A*ock8  and  draw  liiin  home  too,  the 
heaviest  moose,  as  they  said,  of  the  whole  lot.  Goings  down  the 
moantaiu  he  ])layfiilly  asked  Stevens  Memll  if  a  moo8(t  lived  in  the 
moon?  a  stupid  joke  (hat  Mr.  M.  r^iuld  not  see. 

Tlierc  waH  feiustin*^  and  merry  niakin*^  in  (he  fM^ltlentent  a  (lor 
that,  and  the  grand  Inint  known  as  *^  the  one  when  (/aptain  Jiiil^ 
lev's  legs  gave  out/'  has  not  yet  heen  forgotten. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


OF  A  rnovisioN  for  uklic;ioit8  mkktincjs;  uuandiloquknt  i>k«crip- 

TION  OFONK  ANI>  IIOW  IT  ri.OSKD  WITH    A    CVV  OV  .SWKKT  COM- 
FOHT  ANI»  PK.\<'K,  AS  WAS  TIIK  (IPSTOBI  IN  ANCIKNT  TIMK8. 


LiKK  one  of  ihvi  old  kiiiKlits  of  the  middle  o^cs  huiTying 
nbnmd  to  avenge  (lie  wi'oiijj^m  of  a  wicked  world,  but  at  tiincB  paus- 
ing under  the  cool  eniboweriiig  sliades,  and  by  babbling  brooks  in 
gi*een  meadows  to  enjoy  the  delights  of  life,  so  we  hastening  to  the 
bustling  confusion  and  the  turmoil  of  the  gixjat  events  of  our  im- 
inortnl  hist/ory,  ai-e  fain  to  pause  a  few  moments  to  revel  in  the 
luilcyoii  H\ve(!ls  in  Mhh  the  twilight  :igc  of  our  nMumtniii  hamlet, 
belbixj  plunging  into  the  wild  scenes  of  the  coming  tix)ub]e8omc 
times  that  arc  surc  to  follow. 

Denning  Wentworth,  i)ea<^e  to  his  ashes  I  had  a  pious  resiiect 
ibr  theC'hurch  of  Kngland,  a  ('hrisliaii  desire  for  propagating  the 
gosiKjl  in  foreign  parts,  and  a  right  good  will  for  the  support  of 
]>rcaching.  Conscfiiiently  he  inserted  in  the  charter  that  a  certain 
lH>rtion  (»f  the  lol^  among  the  hills  should  be  set  apart  for  the  sui>- 
port  of  (he  church,  ])ivm'Jiing,  and  (he  missionary  cruise. 

Our  excellent  proprie(4)rs  wen^  ])ronipt  (o  second  the  good  iii- 

(endons  of  (he  ancien(  governor.     At  the  very  lh*st  division  of  the 

lo(j<,  No.  2  of  the   i(li  rangt»  was    drawn  for  the  supiM)rt   of  a 

minister;  No.  2  of  (he  S(h  range  for  (he  society  for  propagating 

the  gospel ;  and  No.  1  of  the  Otli  range  as  a  glelw  for  the  Church 

of  Kngland,  as  by  law  es(nl)lished.* 

*In  the  8ubHC(|iicut  flivisiuns  or  Iniul  oUicr  lols  were  drnwn  Tor  the  aboro 
purposes,  for  a  list  of  which  see  appemUx. 
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Aiul  Uio  lh*Kt  80(1101*8  OH  the  Iiill8idc8  and  in  tlio  ]>lca8aiiii  vtilloy 
of  tlio  limiilut  wci*c  just  as  desirous  of  a  little  reH<j^ou8  focnl  as  tlio 
I'oyal  flfovei'nor  and  t44e  lonlly  pi'opricfoi's  wem  to  iuipaii  it. 
Therefore  they  )>egau  to  cast  about  for  a  minister  to  ex|K>und  the 
scriptures  and  break  the  bi*ead  of  life  to  them. 

Tt  is  told  how  the  firat  rcli^ous  meetin*^  was  held  one  Sabbath 
out  in  the  broad  oiieii  air,  and  the  Jtev.  Mr.  Powers,  of  ITaverhllly 
N.  II.,  pitjached  the  discxiurse.  lie  and  the  Kev,  Mr.  Wanl,  of 
Plymouth,  weit)  the  only  ininistera  who  i-esided  in  the  wild  i*egioii8 
n)iiiid  alM>ut  our  iM'.loved  valley  for  many  ytMirs,  and  a  minister  ami 
public  Sabbath  woi-ship  wei*e  nire  in  those  primitive  times.* 

It  was  summer  when  the  meeting  was  held.  Spiing  is  i^oiio, 
when  the  c/>i*n  was  planted  and  the  childi-en  set  to  sniro  away  tho 
crows  that  came  to  pull  up  the  tender  h1ioo<k.  The  snow  di*op,  the 
pnmrose,  the  cowslip,  and  the  violets  arc  f^oiie ;  but  the  wihl  rose 
has  come,  the  elder  is  in  blossom,  the  nisplH^rry  is  i-ed  in  the  lii^lge 
by  tlio  bnish  fence,  and  the  unri|)e  blackberry  is  turniiij^  to  a  rich^ 
luscious,  and  jetty  black.  Hayin*^  time  has  come,  the  mowers  liavo 
l>ecn  at  work  among  the  stumps  and  logs  cutting  the  lioiivy  buixloii 
of  grass.  The  gi*een  swaths  Imve  Xmv.n  spiviul  to  dry  by  tho  merry 
lioys  and  girls,  the  haycocks  have  1>een  hea|>ed  high,  and  u|)oii  the 
nide  sled  to  which  the  steel's  have  l>een  yoked  it  is  dniwii  to  Uks 
bam.  But  the  scythes,  i*akes,  and  forks  had  l}eeii  laid  aside,  the 
steere  unyoked  and  turned  away  in  the  pasturo  that  Satuixtay  night 
and  all  miule  i*oady  fm*  the  Sabbath. 

My  grandmother  said  that  Suiulay  was  a  bright,  l>eaut]fnl  day. 
When  the  sun  i*ok<;  over  the  great  monntains  and  the  mighty  W(mn1, 
all  the  worhl  seeine<l  IuisIkmI  and  Htill.  As  Ihe  hours  ri*ep|.  on  the 
l>eople  began  to  assemble.  The  8[>ot  chosen  for  the  meeting  w:i8 
on  the  ridge  of  land  that  formed  the  barrier  of  Uunaway  i>ond,  and 
west  of  Black  brook,  the  Mikaseota.  They  C4une  by  the  blazed 
paths  through  the  wootls  from  every  little  (bearing.  Nimrly  all 
walked  then;  there  were  but  few  sail* lie  horses  and  no  rarriagi»s. 
Some  of  the  men  and  the  boys  and  girls  ai*e  bai*efoot.    They  aro 


*  When  Mr.  Powers  bow  young  men  fullinK  trcen  *  *  *  ho  wonhl  caU 
to  Uiuni  uuil  Huy  IT  rrovitU^ncc  ravortMl  him,  lu;  woiihl  |>rcnr.h  to  them  hi  thiit  |»lnno 
on  8u<*.h  tt  (hiy  un«l  at  Much  an  hour.  Thumr  wcro  wcU'.onio  |ir(»p*>^'>ti<nid  tfiMiurally, 
and  if  there  were  other  scttlementH  neur  Ihuy  were  inronnetl  or  tho  appohitinent, 
and  Mr.  Powers  at  the  hour  specified  wouhl  find  liis  hearers  seated  on  stumps 
and  logs  all  ready  to  receive  tho  word.— Ilistoi-y  of  (Joos.  77. 
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<1i'ckr<mI  ill  ilicir  everyday  gnniicnt8 ;  Sunday  clotlicB  tJicy  have  iioiio. 
The  111011  arc  in  Uicir  Rliirt  sleeves,  their  A'ocks  flhiiig  across  their 
ariiiH  in  C4isc  it  might  miii.  You  would  particularly  notice  Stevens 
Merrill  and  his  inteJligent  black  eyed  wife.  He  was  a  man  ad- 
vanced in  years,  drcsscd  differently  ft'om  most  of  the  rest,  forlioliad 
liis  Quaker  suit  on,  and  was  in  the  liabitof  si)eaking  out  in  meeting 
if  Mic  sermon  did  not  Hiiit  him.*  There  wfis  Mr.  Simeon  Smith, 
fmin  lied  Oak  hill,  also Komewhat  advanced  in  life,  lie  was  always 
noticed  to  he  a  little  iiorvouK  at  inccting.  His  wife  had  heated  tJic 
large  DuU^h  oven  that  morning,  and  put  in  an  iroiipotof  lieans  and 
aneartlien  dish  of  Indian  pudding,  to  bake  in  their  absence,  and 
bei*eady  for  supiwrwheii  they  roturncd.  llis  neighbor  Jolin  Mor- 
rill comes  along  with  him,  and  his  wife,  a  ileshy  woman,  lias  on 
hor  arm,  nn  do  nearly  all  the  i*cst,  a  bag  tilled  with  nut  cakes  and 
cold  meat  for  a  luncheon.  You  will  see  coming  up  IVoni  Hur- 
ricane brook,  Joseph  Patch  and  his  young  wife,  the  daughter  of 
Stevens  Mcnnll.  His  neighbor,  Mr.  Iliiichson,  who  lives  aloiio  iu 
the  woods,  the  hunter  and  trout  and  salinoii  catcher,  accompanies 
him.  AVMIIinm  lUitlcr  also  comes,  the  young  man  fat  and  portly. 
Him  wife.  Mchilahic,  and  John  Mills,  St.,  and  John  Mills,  Jr.,  are 
all  on  hand,  as  the  saying  is.  -Squira  Jonathan,  as  ho  was  known 
in  latter  days,  is  there  nlso  with  his  wife  and  children.  Ephi*aim 
True  comes  from  **  over  the  river."  He  has  wmled  across  for  Oicrc 
is  no  bridge.  Along  with  him  is  his  wife  and  half  a  dozen  small 
childi-cn,  the  latter  still  shy  and  wild  just  like  young  ]mrtridges. 
Joshua  Merrill,  who  lived  to  he  a  hiindn^d  yeni*s  ohl,  who  was  a 
tailor  by  trade,  was  tiiere  with  his  family,  from  the  foot  of  lieccli 
hill.  He  wore  a  thi*ee-coriiercd  cocked  hat  on  that  day,  small 
clothes,  neatly  tit  ting,  and  tight  st4>ckings,  with  huge  knee  buckles 
and  silver  shoe  buckles.  He  was  an  exception,  as  we  have  said 
befoi-e,  and  was  always  the  l)e8t  dressed  man  in  town.  Joshua 
<Jopp,  digiiilled  aii<l  gnive,  with  his  wife  and  sevenil  children  was 
there.     Ohadiah  Clement,  always  religiously  inclined,  witli  his 


*Somc  ono  wno  onco  pmncliinff  nt  Jnnntlian  Clcmcnt*s  Inn.  Mr.  Glomcnt  fiat 
hiftidc  tlin  li:ir  with  IiIa  IiaI  on.  Ttin  niinintor  mulflnnly  chanico'l  liin  diAconrfio. 
IVoni  prrnoliing  to  the  unhitfl,  nnd  bcgnn  to  talk  to  tho  wicked.  Mr.  Clement  JnmiHHl 
ap,  8lioiite<l  nnien  t  and  said  ho  thanked  tlic  Lord  that  the  minister  was  proacliing 
to  the  Hinnrrs.  *lohn  Abl>ott  rone  at  onno,  and  in  pionn  accents  advised  the  mInIS' 
tor  not  to  dwell  long  on  that  sul)jn<*,t.  ns  there  was  only  ono  sinner  present,  and 
that  ono  wan  shut  up  In  tlio  llipior  l>ar,  where  ho  couMn^t  do  any  hurt.  — Ml** 
Hannah  Knight's  statement. 
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bit>t]icray  Jonatlmn  and  Rciibon/  and  their  fiiinilics  wsis  present. 
Isaiali  Batcholder,  the  Clarks^and  tlio  Lunds,  with  their  wives  and 
cliildran  wore  down  ft*oni  Taiieton  hike,  a  long  jonrncy  for  tliom. 
And  even  Mr.  Chose  Whitchcr,  fi*om  his  home  in  the  htisin  of 
monntains  at  Uio  north  pai*t  of  the  town,  had  tnivelcd  u)1  the  way 
down  and  was  present  with  liis  i*elatives  Kcuben  and  John  \Vliit4!hery 
from  Pino  hill,  and  the  families  of  each.  * 

Parson  Powers  in  thoKo  days  woit  a  black  kerMeyniore  «t<)al, 
silk  bix^eches  and  stockings,  tliree-<M)rncrcd  hat  and  fleece-like 
wigy  a  white  band  and  white  silk  gloves.    With  what  dignity  did 
ho  walk  among  that  little  crowd  of  rongli  lKu*kw<M>dsnicn.     How 
meekly  tliey  stood  aside  to  let  liim  pass,  althongh  Stevens  Memll 
was'nt  mnch  af^nid  of  him.    AVliat  was  his  ]>n]pit?    No  high  l)ox 
like  those  of  ancient  days;  bnt  it  might  have  Ihmmi  a  largi^  piiio 
stump  cut  smoothly  on  the  to))  for  the  pnii)ose.    It  nn'ght  have  been 
a  i>latfonn  of  iM)les  iihiced  evenly  ni>on  two  logs.    Above  his  head 
was  no  i)yrainidal  sounding  boanl,  but  in  its  stead  wero  mighty 
columns  of  towering  ti^eeSy  suimounted  by  (!apitals  of  wavy  splen- 
dor.   Thero  were  no  lotly  walls  supported  by  Doric  or  Connthian 
columns  around  liim;  no  windows  painted  with  images,  but  in 
their  stead  were  archivolts  of  leaves  mstling  and  sighing  in  the 
wind;  ai'chiti'aves  of  mighty  branches  that  rocked  in  the  gitmd 
choms  of  stoiins,  aivhes  of  blue  with  heavenward  o|)ening  win- 
dows painted  with  rainlK)WK  and  the  golden  glories  of  sunset. 
There  wero  no  cushioned  p(;ws  nor  altai*H  gaily  decorated  and  Act 
with  procious  stones,  bnt  their  seats  were  cushion<Ml  with  forost 
flowers,  their  chancel  was  of  flowering  banks  with  balnstnidcs  of 
evergixjen;  their  jultar  was  genuned  with  pebbles  and  crystals  of 
mica  and  spangles  of  enienild  moss.     Such  was  the  temple  in 
which  the  flrst.  settlers,  perhaps  blind  U>  the  Ix'anrHiil,  worshii>ed. 
Did  tla^y  have  singing  at  their  nic<;ting?    Of  course  they  did; 
bnt  who  took  the  lead  it  is  ini])ossiblc  now  to  tcll.f    Whether  as 

was  the  custcnn  of  the  day,  some  one  iutling  as  deacon  read  the 

< 

*Ilouben  Wliitcher  was  a  new  comer  about  tlieso  limes. 

t "  One  of  tlio  flrst  clioristcrs  or  Wnrrtni  wns  Cnplnin  Stephen  Uiclinnlson.  lie 
always  wore  to  meeting  Hliort  liip  breeclicn,  luul  long  wliite  BtiK-kings  willi  silver 
shoo  and  knee  buckles.  lie  had  a  wnlrh  pm-.kel  exactly  in  n-ont,  in  the  wnist-lMUul 
of  his  breeches,  and  a  long  heavy  silver  chain,  key  and  Heal  at  Ihe  end,  nttncluHl 
to  his  gi*eal  *  buirH  eyo  watch,' hung  dangling  atwixt  Ids  legs  almost  down  to  his 
kuccs.    lie  used  his  pitch  pipe  lirely,  beiit  lime  luslily  with  his  Ici'l,  swayed  back 
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lii*st  two  lines,  aud  another  tooted  on  the  pitch  pipe  and  then  led 
oil*  with  his  voice,  or  whether  aa  in  our  prayer  meetings  now,  they 
all  joined  in  one  of  those  wild,  roligious  hymns,  such  as  the  old 
Scoi^^^h  </0veuautcrs  were  wont  to  i-aisc  in  their  mountAin  fastjiess, 
or  the  pcrsecut^Ml  Christians  sang  in  the  catacombs  of  Home,  it  is 
also  inijiosHihle  to  tell.  They  had  no  musics)  instruments  then,  but 
if  tlioy  had  listiMicd  they  nii«^ht  have  heard  the  winds  sighing  an 
ncrompaiiiniriit  in  (Ih^  woods,  (.hcninnnnringaiitlHMn  of  iJie  neigh- 
boring brooks  and  dist^mt  river,  or  jierhaps  if  it  werc  a  hot 
Kumnicr  anernoon  the  grand  diapason  of  thunder  peeling  in  the 
gorges  of  the  mountnins. 

The  noontime  of  that  Sunday  nuist  have  been  an  intiu*esting 
occasion  for  our  settlers.  Their  luncheon  eaten  and  they  sat  down 
in  knoti^  and  groups  to  talk  over  the  events  of  the  day.  The  stato 
of  the  countrv  was  discussed  then  tlic  same  as  now.  The  old 
French  war,  the  tyranny  of  King  (xeorge,  the  Stamp  Act,  the  Tea 
Party,  all  came  in  for  their  share.  J*erhaps  some  of  them  wont  to 
Joshua  Copp's  cabin,  for  that  was  then  the  most  centml  part  of 
the  settlement,  and  there  sat  down  and  drank  of  his  nice  cool 
water  from  the  neighboring  spring.  Mrs.  Copp  was  a  neat  woman, 
her  floor  ever  nicely  sanded,  her  pewter  on  the  open  drcsser  bright 
and  glistening.  They  talked  of  the  weather,  of  the  births,  of  the 
marriiiges,  eiigiigements,  healtli,  sickness,  and  deaths,  those  auiong 
themselves,  and  particularly  of  those  among  their  friends  down 
country ;  the  land  from  which  they  had  emigrated,  for  which  they 
yearned,  antl  to  which  they  nnule  frequent  ]iilgrim]iges. 

A  tier  the  services  Parson  l'owei*s  -went  home  with  Obmliah 
Clement  to  enjoy  the  liospitidity  of  his  house  and  spend  the  night, 
and  he  did  it  right  merrily.  As  llie  st4)ry  goes,  and  such  was  the 
custom  in  those  days,  a  good  ghujsof  the  dear  creature  was  brought 
tbrward,  just  as  soon  as  he  had  crossed  the  threshold,  to  clear  the 
reverend  throat.  When  night  came  he  had  a  (bffercnt  kind  of  bev- 
erage to  make  him  slumber  quietly  and  induce  pleasant  dixiams.* 

niul  forth  nn  lie  8unpr,  the  watch  chain  vihratinfc  in  tiniBon  with  the  tunc,  while  all 
tlic  liUlc  hoyR  and  girls  present  tittered  and  laughed  at  tlic  comical  sight."— Miaa 
llnnnnli  Knight's  eital<Mnent. 

Colonel  StcveiiH  M.  Dow  nnitl  tliat  ho  hml  sung  with  Captain  U.,  and  that  tho 
Cnptnin  mua  an  excellent  ninger. 

♦  KIdcr  Currier  wlio  Ilvoil  in  W  out  worth  HonictinieH  iircaclied  In  Wan-en  during 
the  hiHl  yeai'H  uf  the  eighleenth  century. 
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Ill  the  morning  the  best  the  house  aflbnlcd  was  served  up  for 
breakfast,  tlieii  an  excellent  glass  of  punch  was  quaflecl  and  away 
rode  the  divine  of  these  wilderness  settlements  on  liis  strong  little 
hoi-se  over  the  Ilcight-o-landy  round  Tarlcton  lake,  across  which  a 
light  winged  breeze  was  blowing,  through  Picnnont  wooils,  to  tlie 
C)oo8  intervals,  as  tliey  were  kiiuwu  in  those  tiiiios. 


CIIAITKIl  VI IT. 


WAIlI  IIOWIT  UKAUKI)  ITfl  IIOURID  FRONT  AND  ITS  DIN  IlKSOUNDED 
KVKN  ACROSS  TIIK  BOUNDARII'IS  OF  WARRKN,  TOOETIIKR  WITH 
WHAT  PART  Ol'R  KARLY  8KTTLKRS  TOOK  IN  IT. 


It  wiis  ft  bri«(lit  June  day.  JoRCpli  Patch  was  at  work 
cicnriiijc  a  littlo  ])a8tui'c  on  (he  ridge  (hat  forms  the  western  foot  of 
Vicked  hill.  It  wsih  hot;  the  nun  hung  liigli  in  heaven,  and  Patch, 
paufiing  to  rc8t,  sat  down  on  a  long  hendock  log  to  eat  his  luncheon 
anil  (|nafl*  a  dnuiglit  of  Kprnre  l)ccr.  Suddenly  Uici'c  wasa  strange 
sound  in  Mie  air — aviih  it  tlunider  Imliind  the  wes(4*.rn  mountains, 
tlie  faint  nnnlde  of  a  pent  u])  earllH|uake,or  wnsitonly  a  partridge 
drunnuing  in  (lie  (hirk  pine  woods?  He  listxMied  and  again  and 
again  heard  it.  Jt  was  not  (he  partridge's  driun,  not  the  thunder, 
nor  (he  carthqimke  —  what  was  it? 

A(.  noon  he  spoke  (<>  his  fannly  about  it,  hut  tliey  had  not  no- 
(ieed  it.  At  night  he  (4ilked  wi(h  liis  neighbors;  tlolm  Mills  hail 
also  lieartl  i(.  and  so  had  S(evens  Merrill,  but  none  could  (ell  what 
it  was. 

A  week  went  by  and  a  stranger  journeying  through  the  valley 
nortliward  told  (hem  that  a  great  battle  had  been  fought  at  Bunker 
IlilK  }ind  (hut  (housMuds  of  men  were  hurrying  U)  Join  the  n»be1 
army  under  (jenend  Washington. 

lk»foi*e  night  every  settler  in  the  handet  had  heard  the  news. 
It  is  a  hundred  and  twenty  miles  as  the  crow  flies,  to  Bunker  Hill. 
There  could  be  heard  the  booming  of  <Minnon  all  that  distance. 
Now  in  a  rlear  diiy  (he  gnnii((*  shall  which  eonnnemomtes  (hat 
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event  can  be  seen  ft*om  the  bald  peak  of  Mooscliillock  mountain. 

Tlio  settlers  luid  heai*d  of  the  battle  of  Ijexington,  had  seen  a 
few  men  marcluug  south,  Uu'ough  tlie  woods,  with  th^ir  queen's 
arms  on  their  Hhouldcrs,  to  johi  the  anny  as  they  said,  but  they  had 
not  minded  mnch  alnnit  it.  Itnt  now  a  MiouKiuid  uhmi  IumI  diiMl  on 
the  liattle  field  and  the  settlers  weixs  all  on  lii*e  at  the  news  ami  for 
weeks  talked  of  notliing  else. 

Tliere  were  two  imrties  in  town,  one  favored  King  Geoi^,  the 
otiier  tlie  rebelH.  Tlie  latter  wei*e  much  the  8ti*onger,  numl>erin^ 
twice  as  many  as  the  fonner.  Frequent  di84*4iH8i4>ns  arone.  lint 
tliese  soon  ceaseil,  tlie  last  one  taking  place  at  Obadiidi  Clement's 
bar  room,  where  mine  host  and  Stevens  Mem  11  liad  a  pleasant  little 
talk  Bbout  tlie  wai*  which  it^ulted  in  their  liating  each  other  cordi- 
ally ever  after. 

But  there  wei*e  some  who  did  not  wait  for  discussion;  William 
Heath,  as  afoixisaid,  Ilcubeii  Clement,  Jo8e]>h  Wliitcher,  a  new 
coiner,  and  Ejihiiiim  Lund  wci*e  i*eady  to  sei-vc  their  country. 
They  scoured  up  their  old  hunting  pieces,  mended  their  clotiies  and 
shoes  and  wcro  soon  prepared  to  leave.* 

They  all  went  away  togetlier  on  tliat  summer  moniing.  Tliero 
was  no  rail  cai'  in  which  to  lide,  no  jolting  staige  coach  to  carr^*^ 
tliem,  no  wagon  of  any  kind.  A  long,  weary  iiiai*ch  on  foot  was 
l)ef(n*e  tliein.  They  hiul  Haid  goiNl-hyr  (4)  their  familieK  and  IrieiidM, 
and  as  tliey  journeyed  down  the  AHquaiiichiiniauke  tlit^y  KtopiMnl 
to  t4ike  what  might  he  to  (hnn  a  last  look.  In  their  hearts  tlM^y 
felt  that  it  was  '*  farowell  ye  gi*eat  wootls  and  mountains  of  WaiTeii, 
ye  moose  and  deer,  and  ye  bright  streams  of  the  hills.  We  may 
retui*n  no  more,  our  gi-avcs  may  be  in  other  lands.''  Then  all  (lay 
long  they  hastened  down  the  river.  The  hills  melted  away  in  the 
distance  and  th^  great  fore^st  shut  the  inoniitains  fi*om  their  sight. 
A  week  later  tliey  were  soldiers  in  John  Stai'k's  regiment,  and  a 
part  of  Washington's  anny. 

Tloldl  says  some  incredulous  i*eadcr  now  living  in  our  moun- 
tain hamlet.  How  do  you  know  all  this?  Be  easy  for  a  moment. 
AVlien  we  began  the  great  work  of  writing  this  immortal  histoiy 
we  could  not  lind  a  single  i)ei*8on  who  knew  anything  about  those 

*Johii  Hindi  Hon  was  in  Caplaiu  John  rnrkcr'H  coni|mny  in  1775.  llo  went  to 
Cnna(laiui(lK»t  lioniii  l>tM}.31, 1775.  lie  prinUMi  Iiih  name  Uuih, "John  lliNKmiN." 
Vol.  vlii.  im{|rc:ilS.— IUm:oi*(18  in  the  ofllcfi  of  lli«  Swiflary  of  SUlc,  t'onroni,  N.  II. 


THE   AMERICAN    REVOLUTION    DEOUN.  265 

who  served  in  the  war  of  the  Revolution.  lUit  in  the  process  of 
time  the  whole  subject  «(mcluftlly  nnfohled  itself.  One  of  the  first 
sl/^ps  wiifi  the  findinii:  the  c^^nsus  of  I775.*  Then  Wuri-en  and 
Pierniont  were  classed  («pr<»ther  for  enumeration.  The  population 
of  both  towns  wasattliat  time  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight  persons, 
and  of  these,  although  the  war  had  but  just  commenced,  fifteen 
men  wei'e  serving  in  the  anny.  Now  theixj  wei'e  about  twenty 
families  in  Warren,  and  allowing  five  ])orf;ons  in  a  family  which  is 
nearly  the  avenigc,  owv  hundred  of  the  above  ]»opulation  belonged 
in  WarnMi.  Wt^  cnn  Hulcly  nay  one  half  of  it  did  and  by  the  same 
rule  C4in  claim  half  the  soldiers.  Ihit  we  are  modest  and  don't 
claim  but  five  as  that  is  all  that  we  can  hear  of.  Cerhaps  there 
were  more. 

And  now  excitement  pix^vailed  tJu'oughout  the  land;  the  notes 
of  ])!*(»] »ara( ion,  the  din  of  arms,  the  clangor  of  the  strife  resounded 
to  our  hamletamong  the  hills.  Speculators  and  sutlers  were  abroad, 
and  Daniel  Gilman  came  to  town  buying  all  the  moose  skins  ho 
could  find,  which  he  manufactui'ed  into  moosehide  breeches  and 
sold  to  the  ContineutAl  Govenmient  at  eighteen  slullings  a  pair.f 
The  quartermaster  was  abroad,  and  the  great  Connnittce  of  Safety 
appointed  for  the  whole  State  of  New  Hampshire  contracted  with 
Joshua  Cop)>,  Esq.,  our  settler  on  the  banks  of  Runaway  pond,  to 
notify  the  varicms  towns  of  Gmflon  county  and  collect  their  quota 
of  beef  for  the  use  of  the  Continental  anny.t  Something  to  diink 
for  the  soldiers  was  net^essary,  and  as  there  was  no  distillery  in 
Wari*en,  Phillips  AVhite,  the  good,  kind  hearted  proprietor  we  have 
UHMilioned  so  many  times  before,  generously  advanced  the  amount 
U}  be  furnished  by  the  stH.llcrs  of  his  t^)wnsliip,  which  was  '^i^»«^ft; 
tjnrlins  ami  two  qunHn  of  West  /mica  rum,^-**  Ihi^^lie  stnuigest 
thing  that  ha))))ened  this  year  was  the  apimintmcFS^  of  John  Balch 
*'to  ridepost^^  through  all  the  northeni  country  and  tJu'ough  our 


•Tlio  rollnwiiifc  ifl  the  entry  II ndor  tlio  licftil  of  IMormnnt  nnil  Warren,  in  the 
renKiin  report  of  HTft,  vi/. :  Miilefi  iimlcr  Hixtecn,ri2;  l^lnloH  fVoni  Mlxtecn  to  Jlny,  88; 
MiileM  nliove  tiriy,  4:  AInleR  fn  the  nrniy,  15;  Femnlc(«,  00;  NcKi*oes  nml  Slavot.O. 
Tolnl,  liw.  Flrennnw  flt  for  use  1 ;  do.  wnntinfr,  :U ;  poiintis  public  powtlcr,  16;  no. 
privnte  po\v«ler,  0.— N.  II.  Ilint.  Coll.  Vol.  1,2;J5. 

fThurfldnv  Oct.  Slst,  1770.  Affieeil  with  ^Ir.  Danl  Gilman  for  100  coarse 
MooRu  Ilitle  UrcecheH,  at  18b.— N.  II.  Hint.  Coll.  Vol.  vii.  page  63. 

t "  Mnrrh  0, 1783.  Onlereil  the  Troafl  to  pay  .ToBhua  Copp,  Colt,  of  lloef, 
(irnllou,  live  pouudB  fourtoen  PhillinfTft,  for  time  ami  Kx|»enr.e8,  A^c.tonotlfV  Toima 
of  the  time  to  roceivc  Ucef."— N.  II.  Hist.  Coll.  Vol.  vll.  page  317. 

*•  See  Vol.  I.  Town  Clerk's  Book. 
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mouiitabi  hamlot  of  course.  He  was  api>oiiitccl  by  Uie  aforesaid 
Committco  of  Safety,  and  was  to  set  out  fhim  Portsmoutli  on 
Saturday  moruiug  and  ride  to  Ilaverliill  by  way  of  Conway  and 
Plyinonlliy  thoiKte  d4)wn  the  (\>nii(M*ti(nit  river  to  (yliarloKtoii  and 
Keeno,  and  to  r^'Uniontli  a^in  in  fourteen  dayK,  and  wuh  t4> 
iX5eeive  seventy  luinl  Kilver  dollars,  or  their  e(|uivalenty  f<»r  ever}' 
tlirce  montlis'  seiTico.  For  tlic  wliolc  seven  long  years  of  tlio 
revolutionary  war  John  Balch  rode  i>ost. 

!We  are  told  how  one  night  the  stonn  and  darkness  overtook 
him  in  the  woo<1s  this  side  of  Plymouth.  All  the  long,  bhick  liourn 
he  8toi>|>ed  in  one  of  our  old  '^  hotels,"  and  only  r^nne  riding  iiaat 
Stevens  Men-ill's  just  as  tlie  lising  sun  was  Hashing  among  the 
watei*fa]ls  and  sending  the  night  mistj^  down  the  glens.  lUit  most 
often  he  came  to  AVan*en  in  the  bright  foitinoon,  when  the  woods 
vfcre  cheerful  and  the  rough  elearingrt  inviting.  As  ho  dashed 
along  the  stony  bridle  i>ath  he  would  blow  a  bhist  on  his  \Hmt 
horn,  rousing  the  old  woml  and  waking  the  echoes.  Tlien  lio 
would  laugh  to  see  what  a  turn  out  thei'e  would  l>e  from  the  log^ 
cabins;  the  good  man  and  his  wife,  all  the  flaxen  hetuled  children, 
and  even  the  cat  and  <log,  the  geese,  turkeys,  and  chickens,  and 
KOinetiineH  the  old  Iioi*hi!,  row,  and  hog,  eiu'h  M'eniing  eagi*r  !» 
know  whv 

'^.loliniiy  Kulcli,  hhiwiiiK  u  hliiht  holii  loud  ami  itlirlll, 
IHuiiictl  iiiiHHigli  the  wtMxU  uiitl  gulluiK-U  down  the  liill." 

But  most  generally  the  family  wanted  to  hear  the  news  and  tho 
jolly  |K>8t  rider  was  nothing  loth  to  give  it.* 

But  the  summer  went  by  and  the  autumn  came,  and  our  settlers 
Iclirned  that  Si^hiiyler  and  Montgomery  with  a  snudl  fortx5  had 
lulvanced  hy  lake  (.'hainplaiii  against  Moiitmal,  and  Arnold  at  tin; 
hciul  of  a  thoiiHimd  nu^n  hml  ti-anqK.'d  through  the  wilderness  to 
the  St.  Lawrance.  Then  during  all  the  winter  liaixlly  anything 
was  heard  fi*om  the  boys  in  the  army. 

In  the  8]>riiig  of  177G  there  was  another  call  for  ti*oo]>s,  and 
news  came,  after  Arnold  faiUHl,  of  a  threatened  invasion  fi*oni 
Canada.  All  tlu^  frontier  was  in  cxritcinrnt  at  tliis^  iiikI  Iheii^  waK 
a  great  demand  for  arms.  The  (yominit(e<!  of  Safely  endeavonHl 
to  furnish  a  supply,  and  they  let  (Muuse  Whitclier,  our  lioy  sitttler, 

*Foi'  nil  n<xoiiut  of  Jolm  Italcli'ii  ridinjc  |»o:jl,  moo  V(»I.  vii.  N.  II.  lliKt.  Coll. 
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Imvo  money  ciiou^li  to  buy  thirteen  guns,  for  tliat  number  wob 
needed  in  the  hamlet.  He  gave  security  to  pay  for  the  same  when 
cAllcd  for,  and  then  loading  them  upon  his  ]iorse  trudged  behind 
his  faithful  beast,  and  brougiit  tliem  all  safely  to  Warren.* 

Tlicse  guns  were  faithfVilly  distributed  among  our  settlei*s. 
Even  Stevens  Meriill  was  ofiered  one,  but  he  said  Jie  did  not 
believe  in  war  and  would  not  fight  on  either  side  and  so  would  not 
liave  it.  Jonathan  Clement  and  Joseph  Patch  also  refused  to  take 
a  gun  even  as  a  gift. 

It  is  told,  with  how  nuich  tnith  we  cannot  say,  that  Joshua 
('opp  and  Simeon  Smith  wvul  away  to  the  regions  of  upper  Coos 
about  this  time  to  serve  with  Captain  Eames,  a  renowned  military 
chieftain,  said  to  Jiave  once  resided  in  tlie  neighboring  province  of 
AVentworth.  Ca])tain  Eames,  with  liis  company,  had  built  a  fort 
at  Coos,  and  was  oiilered  in  the  autumn  of  1776  **  to  engage  ten 
men  through  the  winter  as  scouts.- '  Copj)  and  Smith,  tradition  has 
it,  served  on  this  scout.  They  had  seen  tlie  supplies,  consisting  of 
two  barrels  of  gunpowder,  eight  hinidred  pounds  of  Jeml  for  bullets, 
si.v  hundred  llint^,  and  blankets  for  forty  soldiers,  autl  all  other 
necessaries  sent  by  the  ('onnnittee  of  Safety.  They  were  loaded  on 
the  backs  of  a  train  of  pack  horses  which  journeyed  along  the 
rough  bridle  i)ath  northwanl,  **and  were  for  the  use  of  the  troops 
on  the  western  portion  of  this  colony  at  Coos."  f  They  rendez- 
voused one  night  at  Obadiah  Clement's  little  tavern,  at  the  foot  of 
IIeight^-land,and  the  next  morning  as  they  marched  away  Copp' 
and  Smith  resolved  that  they  would  see  before  the  snow  flow  what 
kind  of  service  they  would  have  in  the  wild  upper  country. 

The  folks  at  home  had  heanl  from  John  Bah^h,  the  post  iidcr, 
all  the  news  of  the  years'  cam])aign8.  The  disasters  on  Long 
Island  and  the  losses  along  the  JIudson  nnulo  everytliing  seem 
bhu*>k  enough ;  but  in  the  mid  winter  word  came  of  the  great  victoiy 
of  the  battle  of  Trenton  and  the  rebels  took  heart  again. ( 


♦  "  Auk.  •'»*'»,  17711.  <)rdoro<l  the  Rcrclvcr  Cicncrnl  To  pny  Mr.  Cliac<)  Wllclier of 
Wiin-(Mi/r\v(Miiy-roiir  i><Minil(«  to  liiiv  AritiM  niitl  Aniitnliion,  lie  (jiving  Kcciiiiiyio 
\tny  i\\e  Snin<>  wlioii  DcmnnUeU."— N.  11.  lliBl.  Coll.  Vol.  vli.  r»C. 

A  fnin  roHt  :tf)H. 

tScc  Vol.  vii.  N.  II.  IliHt.  Coll. 

i  In  1771!.  Colonol  Willinni  Tnrlctoii  wliu  onco  lived  In  Wnrrcn,  was  a  lergvant 
in  Kdwaril  Kvcrctt'n  comuany. 

The  Ramc  year,  Josrjiii  Luml  wan  in  Captain  James  Osgood's  company .»  See 
Rooonl^  In  the  ofllro  of  Swretnry  of  Sfato,  Conooril,  N.  Fl. 
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Tho  ucxt  year  war  camo  to  our  frontier  in  earnest,  and  the 
dwelled  in  the  land  of  the  Coosncks  got  a  8li««:ht  ta»te  of  it.  Evcu 
our  i)ionecrd  gnnflbd  Uic  battUs  from  afar.  Itnrj^oync  1m(^n  hi«i 
invasion  from  Canaila,  proccodin«^  by  Lake  (Jhamplain,  and  tho 
(greatest  exciiement  prevailed  through  all  the  wild  l»or4h*r.  Ilith- 
erli)  therts  had  IxMsn  only  a  C'Onnnitltut  of  Safety  forllHt  wh4>loSUiti% 
but  now  danger  was  so  inuninent  that  a  connnitlee  of  safety , 
inHi>e<;tiony  vigilantu),  or  eorivj<|)ond<in<^y  whatever  it  might  bo 
ealledy  was  former!  in  nearly  every  town.  These  e(M)|Mniite4l  with 
the  State  (/(nnmiHee  n;nd(^ring  il  rnirit^nt  serviiui.  The  lowns  tJiiiK 
l)e(!iune,  in  a  nuuiKUiv,  M^parate  proviniu^s,  4>r  rsilInT  in4le|M^mlent 
demoeracies,  each  contributing  all  tlie  aid  it  could  to  tlie  great 
cause. 

The  Committee  in  this  northern  country,  as  elsewhera,  met  at 
stilted  intervals  and  acted  in  a  legislative,  executive,  antl  Judicial 
capacity.  The  conduct  of  all  suspicious  pei*sons  was  inquire<l  into ; 
numerous  anxists  wei*e  made,  and  inijirisonments  and  banishments 
A*equcntly  followed.  They  even  took  the  subject  of  conliscatiou 
in  hand  and  the  i>roi>erty  of  many  individuals  who  were  not 
"  truly  loyal "  escheated  to  the  Slate. 

\Ve  never  could  Icam  that  the  gwat  committee  of  AVarren 
ever  did  nmcli  in  these  matters,  but  the  committees  of  riymouth 
and  Haverhill,  ncighbonng  deniocri'acies,  Avei-e  often  terribly  exer- 
cised. For  instance  we  find  it  iv(*or<led  thai  the  State  ( '4>nnnitt4H; 
this  year  i*eceive<l  a  letter  from  the  connnittee  at  Plymouth  "  in- 
forming that  sevcml  stningers,  well  dressed,  had  l>een  discoveratl 
at  a  vciy  nnfi-cquented  placx;  in  the  wood,  whom  they  supjiosed 
weixi  engaged  in  a  bad  design."  The  State  (/Oniniittee  innnetli- 
ately  oixlered  seair.h  to  be  nnule  and  the  str.nigers  up))i*elicnded  if 
lK)ssible.     Whether  they  were  arrested  tir  not  wa  never  learntnl. 

It  is  also  wHtten  down  that  at  Haverliill,  in  the  ^'Coluiss'' 
region,  was  a  gi*eat  tory,  ^f  r.  KislMir  by  name,  who  wius  C4niii)elle4l 
to  exile  himself  to  some  foreign  land.  Ills  fUrni  on  the  inteiirals 
tho  said .  connnittee  gently  took  into  their  possession,  cultivatetl 
it  with  the  s(>ldi<;rs  stationed  at  the  ( 'Obass,  and  cv<>ntnally  sold  the 
land  and  devoted  the  proceeds  to  the  **  i*ebel  cause,"  jis  KingCSeoi'gc 
was  pleased  to  tenn  it. 

lUit  if  Warren's  ('ommittec  of  Satetv  did  not  do  nuieh  in  tho 
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fliivclloii  WO  have  indirnlod.  Micro  wen*  hoiiio  in  f4)wii  who  worked 
for  the  "  ])airiot  cause  '■  in  a  private  cMipaeity,  and  Rome  who  worked 
for  the  good  of  their  own  pockets. 

Jn  the  Journal  of  the  Committee  of  Safety  it  is  also  written  — 
*'  Friday  July  4f  h,  1777.  Ordered  the  U.  G.*  to  let  John  Mills  have 
out  of  the  Treasry  £25,  to  pay  bounties  to  men  he  enlists,  for 
which  he  is  to  he  nc<*Jhle."  f 

How  many  men  John  Mills  cnlisl^Ml  wo  never  learned,  hut 
report  has  it  that  Jonathan  T^ellows,  who  hiul  just  come  to  town 
and  John  Mills,  Junior,  went  away  to  the  war  about  these  times, 
l>erliaps  stimulated  to  i)atriotic  deeds  by  this  very  £25.  And  it 
would  not  be  at  all  unlikely  that  John  Mills  enlisted  men  in  the 
regions  round  about,  as  many  another  recruiting  oflicer  has  done 
at  a  later  day.  Fellows,  and  Mills,  Junior,  it  is  told,  were  at  the 
battle  of  JJennington,  the  latter  being  iirst  lieutenant  in  the  fifth 
coni]»:niy  of  (Colonel  Nichors  ivgiment.t 

])ut  it  is  jiot  written  in  the  Conunittee  of  Safety's  book,  and 
perhaps  that  hononible  body  never  found  out,  what  Stevens  Mer- 
rill and  Ills  son  Jonathan  did.  Wheu  the  cry,  **  the  British  arc 
conn'ng,"  was  heard,  Mr.  M.  and  his  son,  who  were  always  time  to 
the  royal  government,  scented  gold  from  afar  and  prepared  to  put 
a  fair  i)roportion  of  it  in  their  own  pockets.  They  quietly  went 
to  work  and  bought  up  a  considerable  number  of  l)eef  C4ittle  of 
the  settlers  and  obtained  others  from  the  wooded  pastures  in  the 
nc*igliboring  lauds,  and  then  when  they  had  learned  from  the  well 
dressed  strangers  **  discovered  in  the  very  unfrequented  place  in 
the  wood,"  at  what  time  a  Jh-itlsh  guard  would  be  at  the  roudez^ 
vous,  over  beyond  the  Connecticut  river  among  the  Green  moun- 
tains, they  set  off  one  bright  night  with  the  whole  he]*d.  They 
drove  the  beeves  to  Haverhill  by  the  old  Indiau  trail,  now  an 
unfrequented  way,  a  ])ath  in  which  there  was  no  danger  of  meeting 
any  one,  and  wluni  the  gray  of  the  morning  came  on,  halted  in  a 
secluded  glen  two  miles  or  so  fnnn  the  mouth  of  the  Oliverian. 

•  It.  (t.  iiuNiiirt  llcrclvcr  CJciicrnl. 

t  Soc  N.  Jl.  UlHt.  Coll.  Vol.  vH.  101. 

t'lolm  MilU  wns  llrKt  n  '2<l  l>ioutcnniit  in  Colonel  Timothy  Itcdcrs  regiment, 
roinlli  f'<iiii|iiiiiy,  In  ITTO.  Tliin  rofriiiiml  wiih  mnri'liofl  to  Ciinndn,  nnil  ntiifort 
nillt'M  "The  CrilaiH"  wiih  illsifinrcriilly  HurnMidrriMl :  tlicn  in  1777  lie  wiih  Int  lileii- 
Ifunnt  or  (he.  finii  conipMny,  in  Colonel  Mohoj<  NichorH  rrf^iniont,  nnil  wan  prctient 
Willi  his  company  nl  (he  ImlMe  of  llenniiipcton,  nnd  Inst  wna  Ciiptnin  of  the  fourth 
eonipany,in  Colonel  Daniel  Kcynohl'H  regiment,  in  1781.— Sec  Kocords  in  the  oflico 
of  the  Secretary  of  State,  Concord,  N.  II. 
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All  day  loii^^  tlicy  kept  tlio  drove  together  and  on  the  sci^ntl  night, 
with  some  assUtance,  swam  tliem  across  the  Connecticnt.  Morning 
found  tliem  in  tlio  yards  of  the  rondczvons.  Fat  cattle  were  yalu- 
ahlo  then,  and  on  the  fourth  day  our  loyal  settlers  wore  safe  at 
homo  again,  with  their  pockets  well  lined  with  British  gold. 
Ohadiah  Clement  and  others  wondered  what  hecanio  of  the  cattle, 
but  years  went  by  before  they  learned  of  the  profitable  and  some- 
what wild  adventures  in  which  their  neighbors  were  engaged. 

Some  folks  are  ready  now  to  cry  out;  Cowboys!  Tories! 
Traitors!  Devils!  they  ought  to  have  been  hung!  and  a  good 
many  other  like  pious  ejaculations.  lie  easy  for  a  moment ;  Stevens 
Merrill,  from  the  manner  in  which  he  viewed  the  gi^cat  questions 
of  that  day,  from  his  own  stand  point,  was  a  true  patriot.  He 
lielieved  the  colonists  were  wrong,  that  King  George  was  right, 
and  tliat  the  war  would  ruin  the  countrv.  lie  himself  loved  his 
native  land,  and  was  loyal  to  his  kin^.  He  firmly  believed  his 
opinions  were  corroi'i,  his  consrienite  iM>inlcd  out  the  pnlli  of  duty, 
and  then  as  always  through  life  he  endeavored  to  follow  it.  Had 
tlie  result  of  the  roiitost  been  dillereiit  (he  relicln  would  have  l»cen 
in  the  wrong,  deserving  the  halter,  and  himself  the  true  patriot. 
Success  makes  the  hero,  failui*c  the  traitor. 

But  if  our  tory  fHends  pei*formed  a  night  maix;h  to  the  Con- 
necticut, at  the  head  or  taiil  of  a  homed  r^ivah^ade,  many  another 
lK)dy  proceeded  through  the  wocnIk  to  the  same  destination,  but 
for  a  far  ditlereut  object.  There  was  huiTying  to  and  fro  througli- 
out  all  the  countr>',  and  a  lai'ge  number  went  maix;hing  to  the  land 
of  Coos.  Captain  Eamcs  took  up  squads  of  men,  but  Captain 
Bedel  marched  at  the  hcml  of  a  whole  company  along  the  rough 
bridle  path.*  He  had  a  fife  and  dnim,  and  the  musicians  made 
exceedingly  pleasant  music,  sweet  to  hear  nmong  the  woods  of 
Warren.*  Then  ho  luul  a  continental  flag,  carried  sometimes  in  tlie 
centre  of  the  column,  wliich  fluttered  most  beautiAilly  in  the  leafy 
forest.  All  the  men  as  a  ;;cnci*al  thing  romped  netir  Obadiah 
Clcment^H  inn,  marching  the  whole  distance  tnnu  Plynionth  in  a 
single  day,  and  the  train  of  pack  horses  used  to  t-arry  supplies  and 
annnunition,  almost  eat  our  poor  landlord  out  of  house  and  home. 
Sometimes  he  got  his  pay,  but  otlencr  ho  did  not,  and  when  he  did 

•»BeN.lI.  llUl.Con.  Vol.  vil. 
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H  was  tli(^  ol«l  ( !()iitiiioiHii1  ciirmncy,  tlisit  cvoiitiially  proved  woH.li- 
IcHS.  But  he  kept  good  iiaiiirod  and  always  I'cjoiced  at  ilio  ruccoss 
of  the  coh)iiic8.* 

Ca])l4vin  Kanios  and  Bodol  did  ffood  rci'vIco  gnai*ding  the  rirh 
uHMidows  on  tlio  **  lon«^  rivnr  of  pinus,"  olliorwiRo  DutHnnan's 
Vai-shc,  or  fresh  river.  Hut  they  never  had  a  fight;  not  a  i*cd  coat 
fame  to  di«tnrh  them.  Slill  they  kept  the  town  cpiiet,  and  made 
friends  with  tlie  Coosuck  Indians,  ns  they  woi-c  instnicl^d  by  the 
groat  Committee  of  Safety. 

Ail  this  happened  right  at  lionie,  bnt  our  1iai*dy  mountaineei-s 
were  exceedingly  anxious  all  this  season,  1777,  to  hear  the  news 
from  the  army.  AVIien  they  learned  of  the  battle  of  Benning- 
ton, SInrk,  to  thom,  was  the  greatest  man  living,  and  joy  was  nn- 
boundod.  Thei*e  wero  some  who  did  not  like  the  news,  bnt  they 
wero  shrewd,  and  said  nothing.  Again  when  word  came  of  tlie 
suri*ender  of  Bnrgoyno,  most  of  the  good  settlcra  almost  went  into 
ec.stasios;  our  silent  friends  were  inwardly  as  mad  as  March  haros. 

At  the  close  of  tJie  year  the  prosiiecti^  of  the  colonist/?  were 
not  so  good.  Anolher  winlcM*  p:isso(l,  the  winter  of  Valley  Koi*ge; 
tin*  spring  came,  and  willi  it  the  dark(»st  year  of  the  war.  News 
from  the  army  wasscuree;  whatlhey  did  hear  was  bad,  and  the 
inhabitants  of  W'ari'cu  seemed  divided  and  estranged. 

And  now  in  the  (colonists'  darkest  hour  happened  the  gi*eatcst 
eviMit  of  Hie  war — lo  the  Warrenites.  Hostility  came  to  the  dwel- 
h^rs  of  the  hamlet.  It  transpii-ed  in  this  wise.  The  soldiers  who 
guarded  the  **(\)hass''  frontier  were  enliste<l  for  short  periods. 
Consequently  discharges  followed  rapidly,  the  veterans  returned 
home,  and  raw  recruits  hun-ied  to  the  log  forts,  stockades,  and 
block  houses,  so  valorously  guarded  by  Captains  Eames  and  Dcdol. 
There  was  a  (M)ntinual  passing  of  ti-oops,  and  as  these  soldiere,  as 
before  mentioned,  never  found  a  foe  in  the  front,  being  anxious  to 
aehi(^ve  some  <lec<l  of  grenlness,  looked  sharp  for  onk  in  the  rear. 

Some  folks  never  can  mind  their  own  business,  and  no  man, 
who  is  a  man,  is  without  his  enemies.  Joseph  Patch,  our  first  set- 
tler had  his,  and  to  the  valorous  soldiers,  who  marched  and  countor- 
mnrched  along  the  bridle  i)ath,  they  reported  that  J*atch  was  a  tory. 
When  he  was  at  home  no  passer  by  <lared  meddle  with  him.    But 

*.fniiiC8  Ciciiieiii*8  HUitcniciit. 
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work  must  be  doiio,  and  In  autuiiiu  lie  was  often  away  hunting. 
At  sacli  times  Mra.  PaU^li  witli  licr  cliildron  would  go  for  a  day  or 
two  to  her  futhcr'Sy  Mr.  Stevens  MerinH's.  On  one  ocxmihIou  when 
her  husband  was  looking  after  his  sable  traps  and  exploring  for 
beaver  meadows  over  Alount  CaiT,  Mrs.  P.  saw  two  or  three 
soldiers  hurry  across  her  father's  clearing,  and  disappear  in  the 
woods  towards  her  own  dwelling.  Their  api)earance  made  a 
strong  impression  upon  her  mind,  so  much  so,  that  half  an  liour 
afterwai-ds  she  went  out,  and  looking  towards  her  own  home,  saw 
a  dense  black  smoke  rising  like  a  cloud  alwvc  it.  Sciicaming,  she 
gave  the  ahuin,  then  hurrieil  down  (he  bridle  imtli.  Itut  she  wax 
too  late.  The  lire  had  burst  fmin  the  nnif ;  (he  f1amo.s  lea)NMl  up 
hot  and  fierce,  and  tlie  smoke,  a  great  black  column,  towered  hun- 
dreds of  feet  above  and  then  floated  away  over  the  great  forest  and 
disappeanMl  beyond  the  mountain.  Twenty  minutes  later  and  tlie 
house,  which  was  the  1>est  one  in  town,  was  alnioHt  wholly  con- 
sumed. One  of  tlie  soldier  boys  had  set  flra  to  it  witli  his  piix;,  as 
was  afterwards  learned,  and  then  they  valorously  manrhed  on. 
Mr.  Patch  liad  a  lai'ge  quantity  of  provisions,  including  several 
barrels  of  moose  meat,  also  a  considei*ab1e  store  of  rich  ])eltries,  all 
which  were  totally  destroyed.  Nothing  was  saved  fi*om  the  house 
except  **  a  little  iron  picking  itan^**  partly  melted  by  the  fire, 
which  the  family  kept  for  many  ycai*s  as  a  memento  of  one  of  tlie 
great  events  of  the  war.* 

Luml)er  and  ninterials  wore  plenty,  there  wcro  willing  linndh 
to  aid  in  the  work,  and  before  winter  set  in  another  house  rose  like 
the  plicenix  from  the  iuthen.  TIk;  barn  with  iti)  (;on tents  did  not 
burn  and  Patch  was  nearly  as  comfortable  as  before. 

Now  many  people  will  cry  shame.  But  we  would  say  as  l>c- 
foro,  wait  a  moment.  l)on*t  blame  the  soldiers.  Such  tliingK 
must  be  ex)»ected  in  time  of  war.  They  always  hapiKMi — and 
for  our  own  sake  and  yoin*  plciisiire.  Christian  re^ulcr,  w(i  aro 
almost  glad  that  they  do.  Without  such  a  dire  catastrophe  we 
should  not  have  had  this  brilliant  episode  for  our  most  enteriaining 
history. 

But  we  must  [lanse  here.  A  new  cm  dawns  ni>on  our  moun- 
tain hamlet.  Hitherto  the  lordly  proprietors  had  cut  all  the  roads, 
•Jacob  rutcb's  statcmeot. 
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fought  out  all  tho  bouudaiy  feuds,  liod  sout  mou  to  build  inlllB,  liad 
made  appropriations  for  preaching,  and  had  looked  after  all  the 
interests  of  our  little  State  just  as  a  pai*ent  watches  his  child.  Not 
a  farthing  for  taxes,  not  a  day's  labor  on  the  highways,  hardly  any- 
thing paid  for  the  brond  acres  in  the  valley  and  on  tho  hill-side, 
not  a  soldier  furnished  for  the  war  we  have  been  describing,  except 
such  as  went  from  pure  patriotism  with  poor  pay,  and  most  often 
no  bounty ;  the  early  settlera  were  free  as  the  wind. 

Hut  our  little  town  was  fust  expanding  info  st-reiigth  and 
beauty ;  and  tho  former  royal  province,  at  present  tho  Uepublic  of 
New  llampshire,  which  as  yet  had  paid  no  attention  to  the  smiling 
hamlet,  now  believing  that  a  good  revenue  might  be  derived  with- 
out much  trouble,  like  a  fond  lover  began  to  pay  court  and  com- 
mence suit  to  the  bright  and  happy  township  among  the  hills. 

How  our  pioneer  settlement  thus  suddenly  became  an  ample 
democracy  in  which  the  citizens  made  sundry  laws  and  appointed 
the  judicial  and  executive  officers,  but  still  acknowledged  a  slight 
allegiance  to  the  State,  composed  like  the  Amphictyonic  council  of 
the  great  association  of  democracies,  will  be  told  in  the  most 
entertaining  manner  in  our  next. 
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CIIArXER  I. 


OF  TIIK  omJANIZATION  OK  TIIK  IIAMLKT,  ANI>  HOW  CKIITAIX  WKN 
AIJIIIKVKI)  IMMOUTAL  CLOUV  IIV  IJK'mW!  KLVATrRU  TO  TOWN 
OFFICE. 

AV  IIION  in  tlin  course  ol'  hiiinaii  cvciitH  <>ii«  rortniii  bodv 
fccIs  a  i'c«ic^nl  for  aiiotlicr^  thoro  iiiiiucdiutoly  bo«^iii8  to  bo  inmlo 
RUiidry  Rtroii/^  oflbrts  to  iiilbrni  tho  regarded  party  of  the  rciiiarka- 
bio  foob'n^s  cxpcrjonccd.  Smiles,  Hi^lis.  tender  <j:lancc3,  and  little 
^ifontlo  pressures  of  the  bands  are  ^ivon  if  tbo  partioR  are  in  tlio 
immediate  iiei«^liborliood  of  eaeli  other.  IJut  if  disUneo  inlervcncs 
or  extreme  moilesty  i)revails,  then  fond  missivcH  are  indited  and 
borne  by  Hie  tl(*et  ])ost.  (*onnnuni('atin<;  the  heavenly  ]>aR8ion, — all 
which  is  intensely  interestiufj:  <o  the  innnediatc  ])arties  but  deeid- 
edlv  ridi<-ulous  to  outsiders. 

The  latler  meMiod  —  tlie  tender  missive — was  Ihc  one  adopted 
by  our  youn;^  ami  vi;;:(H'ous  n'jniblic;  but  iiol  from  any  feci  in  <j:  of 
modesty.  It  wjis  <listance  that  forced  the  sending  of  a  tender 
epistle  lo  our  coy  litllo  hamlet  Hiat  hitherto  had  nestled  so  rpiietly 
and  almost  lunioticcd  among  <he  hills.  A  go-between  in  tho 
])er8on  of  the  great  Gommittee  of  Safety,  and  a  few  other  patriotic 
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agents*  had  whispered  the  information  that  the  young  hamlet 
lieaatifUl  and  fertile,  and  growing  in  wealth,  and  thas  the  interest 
was  excited. 

What  was  the  tenor  of  the  exquisite  billet-doux  forwarded? 
"  To  the  right  about  face,  foi-ward  march — wake  up,  quick-stop  — 
take  your  place  iu  the  great  family  of  small  States."  Short  and 
sweet !  But  such  was  love's  language  iu  the  war  times  of  which 
we  write.  £very  thing  then  had  to  bend  and  every  iierve  be 
strained,  tliat  the  great  (^mmittoo  of  Safety  might  have  money 
and  the  soldiers  be  armed,  oquip|)cd,  and  fed.  Warrou  must  do 
her  pai-t,  uiumI  show  her  love  for  llie  young  republic,  although  slio 
might  be  a  little  shy  and  backward,  by  contributing  her  mite  to 
the  patriotic  cause. 

Representations,  therefore,  were  made  to  the  Great  and  Gen- 
ci*al  Ck>urt  of  New  Uampshire,  that  it  was  their  duty  to  attend  to 
the  jnatter,  in  order  that  a  generous  ravenue  might  be  forth- 
coming. 

That  honorable  body  acted.  The  machinery  of  legislation  was 
inunediately  put  in  operation  and  a  statute  manufactured.  It  is 
very  intei*esting,  and  reads  somewhat  like  a  romance ;  thus — 

^^  In  the  year  of  our  Lord  oite  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
seventy^ine.** 

*'  An  Act  to  ascertain  the  proportion  of  public  taxes  upon  several 
towns  and  to  enable  them  to  collect  the  same." 

Thus  it  oi>onH  iu  u  licroic  strain.  Thou  follow  the  several 
whoi'cases,  to  wU : 

**  Bath,  Caiimui,  Wentwortli,  and  Wan*cn,  have  not  paid  their 
pro|)ortiou  of  t4ixos. 

**  This  has  been  reprosoutcd  by  agents. 

''  It  is  owing,  1^^,  to  the  unsettled  state  of  the  country ;  and, 
'id,  that  sonic  of  the  towns  have  no  town  officera. 

"  Therefore  that  it  may  never  Iiappen  again, — 

"  BE  IT  KNACfED. 

''  1st,  That  the  State  Treasurer  issue  his  warrant  for  the  whole 
tax.  State  and  Continental. 

*  Obadiata  Clement  was  tbe  principal  of  these. 
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"  2d.  That  it  be  assessed  the  same  as  on  Uie  fii*st  day  of  April 
last. 

"  3d.  That  the  town  of  Warren  pay  twenty  shillings  for  each 
£1,000  raised  in  the  State. 

**  4th,  That  Samuel  Emerson,  of  Plymouth,  is  commanded  to 
call  a  town  meeting  in  Warren,  and  preside  until  a  moderator 
sliall  bo  cliosou." 

This  bill  was  passed  to  be  enfrmMcd,  Juno  22d,  1779.  It  was 
signed  by  John  Langdou,  Speaker  of  the  House ;  Mcshech  Wearb, 
President,  approved  it,  and  it  was  examined  by  Ebonezor  Thomp- 
son, Secretary  of  State. 

Siiniuel  Eniorson,  w)io  dwelt  upon  the  oast  bank  of  the 
Asquamchumauke,  where  it  runs  a  slow  and  lordly  river,  felt 
highly  complimented  when  he  heard  of  the  great  honors  thmst 
upon  him,  and  he  promptly  began  his  duties. 

July  12th,  1779,  he  posted  a  notice  warning  the  inhabitants  of 
our  pleasant  township  to  assemble  ;*  and  on  the  28th  of  the  same 
month,  the  true  men  of  Warren  were  on  hand  at  the  inn  of  mine 
host,  Obadiah  Clement,  ready  for  business.  Our  toiy  friends  did 
not  attend ;  they  forgot  that  the  meeting  was  to  be  held  that  day. 

But  steady  here — with  groat  dignity  and  profound  gravity  I 
The  mighty  events  of  history  should  not  be  hun-icd  over.  IIow 
important  is  the  first  assembly  of  the  hamlet.  It  is  an  anspi- 
ciouR  niouicnt,  a  new  birth  for  the  town ;  an  entrance  uiK>n  a 
higher  life.  A  web  of  circumstances  is  to  be  woven  about  the 
citizens  tliat  shall  change  the  whole  course  of  their  aspirations  and 
ambitions ;  that  shall  furnish  a  field  on  which  they  may  achieve 
distinction,  as  leginlators,  exect^tive  ofilcers,  and  judges. 

Did  the  wise  men  as  they  went  to  that  meeting  from  their 
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iHniiih  Hatrliolilor.  Jnnupli  KinihMl.  .JoHoph  Pntnli. 

Willinm  Htitlcr.  Bplimim  Limtl.  .   HImeon  Smith. 

Daniel  Clnrk.  Joncpli  J^ind.  EnhrAim  True. 

ThonmR  CInrk.  Jolin  Marfiton.  lloses  True, 

.lonatlmn  Clement.  .fonatlmn  MerrlU.  Chiuio  Whitchor. 

Obadiali  Clement.  .Ionium  Morrill.  John  Whitcher. 

Itcuben  Clement.  Stevens  Merrill.  Reuben  Whitchor.  (1) 

JorIuiu  Copp.  John  Mon*ill. 

titinlncr  IMixtin.  Nntlmniel  Nilen. 

(1)  Jui.T  8,  1787.—  rotetl^  That  Mr.  Mo8efi  Paife  have  one  hundred  acroiiof  land 
lavini?  tioriherly  on  Jofijah  Hartletl*H  Khi|.,  in  the  8ixth  ranfr*^,  flrnt  division  to  In* 
laid  out  in  the  name  Torni  an  other  lotn  in  snid  range,  in  cmiHidorntion  or  his  set- 
tling Mr.  Itoulion  Whitchor  in  said  town.— Proprietor's  Uccords. 
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fields  whci'C  they  liotl  bceu  haying  among  the  chnrfcd  stumps  ami 
logs,  I'Oiilize  Its  imi>or(anco?  Did  tliey  know  :is  (hey  ti8»(i*.ndilcd 
in  Obadiah  Clement's  old  log  bar-room,  where  the  soldiers  of  the 
Revolbtion  hastening  to  the  camp  or  Journeying  home  fVom  tlie 
war,  were  wont  to  stop;  where  good  milk-toddy,  whiskey-poncli, 
flip,  and  egg-nog,  could  always  be  had,  and  where  in  winter  the 
old  fashioned  loggerhead  was  always  kept  at  a  white  heat,  that 
this  was  the  beginning  of  a  long  series  of  meetings  that  should 
continue  even  down  to  our  time?  Did  they  think  tliat  in  that 
identical  baiwooni,  varnished  and  painted  by  the  smoke  of  iiitch 
knots  and  tobacco  pipes,  would  anse  those  celebrated  ])olitical 
parties  —  the  Patch  party,  the  Merrill  pai-ty,  and  the  Clement 
imrty — which  always  existed  in  town,  down  to  the  era  of  tlie 
'^  Know  Nothings ;"  that  it  would  l>e  hcix)  that  they  would  learn 
to  love  olHce,  its  honors  and  eniohtnicnts,  to  8|K)ut  and  talk  and 
wrangle  about  the  laying  out  of  n>iu1ri,  the  constructing  of  bridges, 
the  clearing  of  training  fields,  the  lor^iting  of  school  houses,  and 
the  building  of  meeting  Iiousch?  PcrhaiKs  they  i*oalized  it,  and 
perhaps  they  did  not. 

Ihit  <H)rtain  it  is,  that  when  the  hour  of  Urn  was  shown  by  the 
sun-<lial  which  Obadiah  (lenient  hml  fixed  by  his  door,  'Stpiiro 
Kmcraon  in  the  most  dignified  manner,  called  the  meeting  to 
order.  Tie  knew  his  business,  and  he  thought  he  knew  himself. 
A  modeititor,  as  commanded  by  the  statute,  was  first  to  be  chosen. 
'*  Please  fonvard  your  ballots,  gentlemen,"  said  he.  Ihit  not  a  man 
moved.  They  hadn't  a  ballot.  Then  the  'Sipiire  explained  and 
some  one  asked  Col.  Clement  for  paper  and  a  ])en.  He  had  the 
pen,  but  said  he  did  not  think  11101*6  was  any  paper  in  the  house. 
Some  one  suggested  there  was  birch  bark  by  tlie  fii*e-placc,  and  ye 
dignified  cliairman  said  that  would  do.  It  was  cut  in  little  slips, 
the  names  written,  and  the  ballots  forwarded.  It  did  not  take 
long  to  count  them,  and  the  chairman  declared  Joshua  Copp  unani- 
mously elected.  '8quii*e  Emerson,  alter  administering  the  oath  of 
otfice,  whispei-ed  in  Mr.  (/Opp's  ear  that  a  clerk  was  necessaiy,  and 
'Stiuirc  ffoshua,  in  the  style  of  his  great  predecessor,  said,  ^*  Please 
forward  your  ballots,  gentlemen,  for  town  clerk."  This  tiujo  they 
knew  how  lo  do  il,  and  Obadiah  (/Icniont  having  every  one,  wan 
also  declai'cd  unanimouslv  elected. 
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Tlion  (horn  win*  a  piuiKo;  no  oihj  know  exactly  what  wiw 
Avaii((Ml,  or  who  would  ho  Riiihihle  for  the  oHices;  and  after  a  litlln 
<fcueval  diMriission,  and  conMidurahle  privido  talk,  (hey  concluded 
(o  tuljonrn  to  the  twcll'lh  ol*  An^^nnt  next,  tw  the  day  to  (inish  Hie 
bufiinoPK  of  tlie  niccthi<i:,  and  obey  the  rcqui icemen ts  of  tlic  great 
slatnh*  Ko  kindly  passed  for  thoir  h(Mie(ll. 

'J'he  morn  of  An^nst  12th  ranie.  'I'ho  patriot,**  of  Warren 
asHend)led,  anil  even  a  few  of  t.hos<^  loyal  to  Kinji:  (Jeorgc,  who 
wore  not  in  the  habit  of  sayin;*-  much,  looked  in  upon  tlie  meeting. 
But  every  thing  was  cut  ami  dried  beforehand,  as  is  often  the  case 
for  town  m(?etings  of  later  yeai-e,  ami  it  took  but  very  few  minutcK 
to  elect  Obadlah  Clement,  tfoshua  Copp,  and  Israel  Stcvcufi, 
another  new  comer,  selectmen;  Simeon  Smith,  constable;  aud 
William  Butler,  lleubcn  Clement,  and  Thomas  Clark,  suiTeyors  of 
liighwayFi.  Then,  as  this  was  all  the  business  that  could  legally 
come  botbrc  the  meetin«j,  they  adjourned  without  day.* 

Another  thin^  nii;^|it  also  bo  estjd>lished,  and  as  it  was  innno- 
diately  done,  it  is  proper  in  mention  it  \\v\v.  It  iniis  Ihe  openivt/ 
of  ii  Ctfitrt,  in  it  Jud<;e  Joshua  <N>|M*t  prosided  tor  a  long  time 
with  dignity,  and  dispensed  oxart  justice.  As  ho  gi^ew  in  years 
»ludge  Jmiathan  ISlerrill  snoirecded  him,  and  was  noted  for  lirni- 
ness  and  the  energy  with  which  he  enforced  his  doc.isions.  This  is 
well  ill ustnitod  in  the  celebrated  case,  Isaac  Clitlbrd  rersuH  John 
Morrill.  (Jlitlbrd  sued  Morrill  for  the  value  of  a  hog  which  he  had 
sold  him,  and  the  <'ase  was  returned  before  his  honor  Judge 
Merrill.  ICacli  had  a  lav.  ycr  iVom  some  distant  land,  and  after  a 
fnll  hearing,  the  msc  was  decided  tor  the  defendant.  The  tlret 
time  atlerwards  the*fndge  mot  Mr.  (J.  the  latter  would  not  s])eak, 
but  grunted  like  a  hog  at  his  honor.  The  same  thing  hapiioncd 
the  next  time  they  met;  wheixMipon  Judge  M.J  turned  short  about, 

*  Src  V«»l.  i.  Town  Chrrk's  UojmhiIh. 

t  Firnt  ,\r<irr'nttfr  hi  friM'ivn.— FN«|iilrr  .hiHliiiii  Copp  porrorinoil  iicnrly  nU  i\\r* 
iiinn-iii^o  ('(M-mioiiioM  \\\\'\W  lie.  livid  oMIro.  flo  innrrUMi  .loliii  Miirtitoii,  i\\v  flrnt 
iiuiiTiiiKC  ill  town.  The  latUM*  lind  no  money  and  wnn  tn  pay  a  hneliel  of  licuns  In 
advnnrt'..  Il(>  only  unrricil  linli'a  lMiMli4>l.fi;ot  innrrioil  and  triiMt<Ml  too  for  Uio  ottior 
lialT;  and  wouM  not  pay  IxTaiiKc  lut  naid  liin  wilo  klfkod  liiin  onl  of  lied,  uml  he 
had  to  lie  iindeniealh.  jMai>lon  moved  to  lloiimey  and  whh  a  dnmkGU  ntnn. 
Weld,  who  keptrlore,  paid  him  in  rniii  to  rnn  naked  lhi*onffli  the  fitiv^t.  WehVM 
wile  hoi-Hewhippi>d  Mai'Mton,  inakinf;  the  riir  lly  \iwn\y  and  tinjn  whipptMl  her  hiiM' 
hand (oo. 

\  KMipiire.lonalhan  wax  a  man  who  eoiild  nhake  Colkn,  if  he  wnn  Rinilinir  nnd 
smooth  an  oil.    \\'hen  he  and  hi^t  lalher  wilh  their  laniiUeKi  wmi  moving  In  War. 
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seized  ancle  Isaac  by  the  collar,  shook  him  nearly  out  of  his  boots, 
got  an  apology  out  of  him  in  double  quick  time,  and  only  released 
him  when  ho  liud  promised  to  behave  well  in  tlie  Aiture.* 

But  more  often  when  the  parties  were  not  satisfied  with  the 
decisions  of  our  distinguished  Jurists,  they  took  an  appeal  and 
carried  the  case  to  a  court  of  higher  powers  and  broader  juriadio- 
tion,  established  by  the  great  Republic  of  New  Hampshire,  in 
some  phice  far  across  Warren's  borders.f 

But  the  highest  of  all  the  rights  and  priyileges  that  could  now 
be  exercised,  was  that  of  sending  a  minister,  ambassador,  or  pleni- 
potentiary extraordinary,  commonly  tenned  the  re;n*eiien/alt«e,  to 
the  Great 7and  General  Coui-t  we  liave  mentioned,  wliich  like  the 
aforesaid  renowned  Amphictyonic  council,  made  tlie  general  lawa 
which  were  for  the  government  of  tlie  numerous  proud  little 
democracies  of  tlie  republic.  By  so  doing  thoy  secured  tlie  high 
honors  thus  conferred,  and  had  a  voice  in  equalizing  the  light  bop- 
dens  of  taxation  imposed. 

Thus  the  work  was  done.  The  assemblies,  otherwise  called 
toum  meetings,  were  shoil  but  they  answered  the  purpose,  and  oar 
grand  little  hamlet  was  organized  a  healthftil  State.  It  was  to  pay 
a  light  tnbute,  as  wo  have  seen,  in  the  sha^M)  of  State  and  Oonti- 
ncntal  taxes,  for  protection,  to  the  great  Republic  that  had  such  a 
kind  re^rd  for  it,  but  in  other  rc8)>cct8  was  wholly  fi-cc. 

Still  thei'c  was  no  dan^r,  oven  if  it  luul  not  been  compelled 
to  pay  a  fartlihig.  Its  mountain  boundaries  wcit)  a  safeguard  and 
a  barrier  against  neighboring  territories,  and  the  wild  mountain- 

ren,  they  met  a  man  who  wouldn't  turn  out.  High  words  ensued,  and  then  the 
'Squire  and  the  stranger  took  off  tlicir  coats  and  went  at  it.  The  stranger  got  a 
thrashing,  and  Stovciis  Merrill  whoso  religion  forliadu  him  to  fight,  tnmea  the 
strangurs  horse  out  or  the  roud,  and  Ihuy  went  on  their  way  rejoicing. 

•  Isaac  Cliffortl  or  Wcntworth,  was  in  Col.  David  Ilobart's  regiment  IVom  Dee. 
7, 1770,  to  March  1777.  He  was  the  s<in  of  Isaac  Ciinford  of  Kingston,  N.  H.,  who 
married  Sarah  llealy  and  then  moved  to  Konnicy.  Isaat*.  Cliffonl,  or  Itomnov,  was 
the  ancestor  of  all  the  Cliffords  in  the  Asoimmchumauke  valley.  Hon.  Nathan 
Cliffortl,  one  of  the  Jn<lgcs  of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court,  is  one  of  the 
family.— Sec  Hist,  of  Chester,  p.  4iKI. 

t  Whipping  Posts  and  Stocks.— W&rreu  never  had  these  useful  machlnoe  ftir 
preserving  the  peac^  and  inculcating  goml  order.  But  our  fVlonds  down  at  Plym- 
outh did.  At  the  latter  place.  Col.  William  Webster, '*  the  old  man  of  all,**  luul 
charge  of  them,  and  it  Is  said  lie  could  lay  on  twenty  lashes  as  handsomely  as  any 
man  that  ever  lived,  lly  an  act  passed  in  1701,  a  penalty  was  inflicted  for  profane 
swearing,  of  sitting  in  the  stotrks  not  exceeding  two  hours,  and  for  a  second 
offence,  not  exceetling  three  hours;  for  drunkenness,  to  sit  in  the  stocks  throe 
hours.  Theft  might  in  some  eases  be  punishcil  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  twenty 
stripes.  The  stocks  an<l  whipping  were  legal  penalties,  by  an  tu'.t  passed  In  1701 
ami  ill  for«;e  in  1815. 
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ccrs  of  old  Peeling,  and  the  land  of  Trecothlck  and  the  other 
surrounding  rcgiouR,  floldom  durat  venture  across  them. 

Yet  it  was  a  liigh  honor  as  we  intimated  before — worth  a 
thousand  timc^  tlie  small  pittance  rendered — to  have  all  the 
machinery  of  State  running  within  its  territory.  As  in  old  Rome 
the  consuls,  so  in  our  mountain  town  the  selectmen  were  the  high 
Ainctionai'ies  and  rulers,  taking  precedence  of  each  other  in  the 
order  of  their  election.  And  then,  afterwards  elected  or  appointed 
the  jutlffcs  who  presided  in  the  coiirtfl,  the  gmat  ambassador  or 
represeTitcUive,  tlie  treasurer  who  kept  the  money  in  a  ponderous 
"safe"  —  his  pocket, —  the  custodian  of  the  i)eace,  the  mighty 
constable,  the  superintendents  of  the  groat  public  roads,  the  highr 
way  siirmi/ors,  the  conservators  of  the  royal  game,  called  deer 
keepers,  ihe  tythingman  who  kept  order  on  the  Sabbath,  the 
gatliercr  of  the  revenue  or  tribute,  styled  the  toM  collector,  the 
Jiog  constables,  politely  teimed  hogreeves,*  who  put  yokes  upon  the 
necks,  and  rings  in  the  noses  of  swine — each  well  filled  his  sub- 
ordinate place  and  helped  continue  the  State. 

Of  course  now  the  citiz^ens  of  our  beautifhl  hamlet,  especially 
those  loyal  to  King  C^rge,  fondly  appreciated  the  efforts  of  the 
kind  go-between,  the  great  Committee  of  Safety,  and  the  other 
patriotic  agents,  who  had  contributed  so  much  to  bring  about  this 
hcalthfdl  organization,  and  gently  reciprocating  the  fond  affection 
of  the  young  and  vigorous  licpublic  of  New  Hampshire,  exerted 
every  energy  to  become  a  great  and  powci-flil  democracy,  mucli  to 
the  benefit  of  themselves  and  their  ]ioig1iboi*s  mund  about. 


y 


♦  fToarrrrrit.—ChnrUiK  UowIor  wii«  tlio  flr«t  Iiorwovo  in  Wftrmii.    By  nn  net  of 
llonrKO  I,  1710,  il  wiih  iiiiiicUmI  UihL  ho  yoko  hIiiiII  Iio  liCiMHiiiliul  Miinir.initl  llmt  ntiiill 


iiol  In)  liin  litMiUi  of  l\w  hwIiio'h  iitM'.k,  mid  IihIT  ho  iiiiir.li  iMtlow,  mid  tlio  hoIo  or 

til  ' —      .     . 

)  or  iron  Wiro  tliroiigli  tlio  liog*(i  noM,  lirinjir  ttio  ends  iocol 
twint  tlinm'Ro  Hint  it  Hltould  projuct  about  an  inch  above  tlio  nosOi  wliich  would 


lM>ttoni  tlircq  times  M  loiic  mi  tho  tliicknoBfi  oftlio  Hwin«>  nock.     Thu  rin/[fing  was 


to  inncrt  a  pioco  or  iron  wiro  tliroiigli  tlio  liog*(i  none,  briujir  tbo  ends  to^thori  and 

twint  them  Ro  till 

provoiit  rooliiiK. 


CHAPTER  II. 


now  TIIK  UKVKNl'K  WAS  UA1SK1>  TO  C'AUUY  l>N  TIIK  WAU  MUCII 
TO  TIIK  DKLICillT  OV  SKVkKAL  rATinoTIC  iSKNTLKUKN  CA1J.KD 
lX)l{IK.Sy  ANI>  WHAT  KOLDIKItS  WVMK  RlUNISIIKh  'n>  KILL  WAU- 
UEN'S  quota;  and  OTIIKU  VEMV  IMTKKKSTING  AND  KNTEK- 
TAININU  MATTER. 

TlIE  young  Republic  wanted  money ;  the  good  citizens  of 
Wuri'cn  knew  it;  Samuel  Kmci'son,  of  PlymouUi,  liod  inntnictccl 
them  how  it  must  be  raised ;  the  selectmen  wanted  to  tiy  the  new 
democmtic  machine,  and  they  immediately  called  a  town  meeting 
for  tliat  purpose.  August  28,  1779,  it  Avas  held.  Gartbier  Dustin 
having  been  chosen  moderator  tlicy  refused  by  vote  to  accept  a 
])hm  of  govcnnnent  sent  tliom  1)y  the  Oonniiontal  ('0ngi*ess  and 
then  voted  to  raise  one  hundi*ed  and  iifly  [)ounds  to  lay  out  on 
highways  and  one  hundred  pounds  to  defray  town  charges.* 

And  now  the  selectmen,  as  assessors,  went  to  work  imme- 
diately. They  tmveled  fi*om  clearing  to  clearing,  the  little  islandn 
in  the  woods,  for  the  forest  was  the  rule  and  the  openings  the 
exceptions  in  these  bright  priuiitivi;  days;  they  riMinted  (hohorHiM 
and  neat  cattle,  and  estinialcd  the  broad  m'i'<;s  of  arable,  mowing 
and  ])asture  lands,  and  then  rarcfnlly  calculated  each  man's  pit)- 
portion.  The  lists  made  out,  they  were  iilaced  in  the  hands  of 
Simeon  Smith,  constidile,  for  collection,  he  lllling  the  otfice  of  tax 
collector  as  Avell.f 

Simeon  Smith  was  a  man  of  pcrsevercnce,  but  he  found  his 

*  This  was  (lc|>rcciut<Hl  cuii'cncy  — tliu  oh\  Coiitineiilal  nioiivy. 
t  Fur  tliu  (irtii  hiveiUonoH  of  Wanvii,  iiii«l  lax  UhI,  net;  A|»|K>iiili\. 
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tji8k  a  cliflic.iiU  ono.  Some  paid  willingly,  and  some  roRolutoly 
dcclnrcd  tlioy  would  not.  pay  at  all.  lie  coaxed  and  flattorcd,  but 
all  to  no  avail.  Then  he  detemuucd  to  try  what  virtue  there  was 
in  law.  In  ripfht  good  oarnost  ho  wont  t.o  work.  lie  took' the 
liardcHt  <asos  lii-st.  Stevens  Merrill,  the  stern,  sihMit  nuin,  was  the 
tiMighest  cnHt4)nier.  IIIk  whole  tax  was  2\)l  ITw  IW/,  and  he 
deilarcMl  he  would  not  pay  it.  So  Simeon  Smith  took  his  cow  by 
distraint,  and  advertised  it  tor  sale  by  poskiug  a  notice  in  Obadiah 
Clement's  bar-room.    Tt  i-oad  as  follows: — 

"to   HK  SOLI)  AT  A 

r  U  U  L  I(J     V  A  N  D  II  K 

at  the  highest  bidder,  at  the  house  of  ^tr.  Obadiah  Clement,  au 
innholder  in  AVari-en,  the  2l8t  day  of  December,  at  six  o'clock,  P. 
"M.y  Ono  Cow.  Artical  of  sale  to  be  seen  at  time  and  place  by  mo 
the  subscriber. 

SIMKON  SMITH,  Constable. 
Warren,  Dec.  IM,  I77i)." 

Then  the  conditions  are  set  out  at  length,  somethinnf  as 
follows: — "A  cow  to  be  sold;  no  man  to  bid  less  than  a  pound; 
if  two  ]>ersons  bid  at  the  same*  time,  then  the  cow  to  l>e  set  up 
:ig;ijn;  <-asli  or  money  to  be  all  ]middown:  if  the  buyer  won't  pay, 
then  he  shall  forfeit  the  cost  of  the  vandue.  Obadiah  Clement 
apint<^d  vandue  master  and  dark  of  the  sail." 

But  Simeon  Smith  had  to  look  sharp  or  ho  would  not  be  able 
to  keep  that  cow  to  sell.  Stevens  Merrill  was  on  the  watch  to 
rc*take  her.  Three  night/i  the  constable  had  her  in  possession,  and 
ea<;li  night  he  had  to  post  a  guard  over  her.  The  lirst  uight  two 
men  at  tlie  ))rice  of  Uhi  shillings  each, stood  sentry;  ]iext,  ono  man 
performed  the  duty  through  all  the  dark  liours  for  Uio  same 
amount,  and  the  third  night  two  strong  men  mounted  gtianl,  and 
also  had  a  large  force  at  convenient  distance,  who  would  como  at 
<'all  to  iLssist  tlirni  if  necessary.  Th(»i*o  was  great  danger,  and 
people  were  afrai<l  of  Stevens  Merrill,  for  he  was  bmve  as  a  lion, 
and  his  sou  Jonathan  as  ciuming  as  a  fox.  In  tlio  still  hours  of 
night  they  might  conn;  and  steal  the  cow  away.    And  so  they 
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watched,  bat  the  ''  terror  "  of  the  mountain  hamlet  did  not  come.^ 

December  21,  1779,  the  cow  was  sold,  being  struck  off  to 
Reuben  Wliitchcr,  the  "hiest"  bidder,  for  ninety  pounds.  Mr. 
M.  received  all  the  money  except  what  was  necessary  to  pay  taxes, 
costs,  and  charges. 

Jonathan  Clement  was  as  obdurate  as  Mr.  Morrill.  lie  was 
determined  not  to  pay,  and  there  was  also  a  special ''  yandne"  for 
tlio  sale  of  some  of  his  pro]>ei*ty. 

All  ilio  I'OHt  of  tlio  few  contrary  citi/x^ns  now  saw  tliat  onr 
conslablo  was  in  earnest,  and  so  ]Niid  up.  Hut  sucli  things  oflon 
happeno<l  aftorwanls.  The  yory  next  year  Jonatlmn  Merrill  and 
Joshua  Merrill  had  some  of  their  ewe  sheep  sold,  and  a  little  after, 
Joseph  Patch  had  ''  so  much  of  his  gootl  inglish  hay  sold  as  would 
pay  his  taxes,"  and  somebody  else  luul  the  exquisite  pleasure  of 
seemg  their  two  ''  puter  platters  "  auctioned  off  for  their  rates.f 

The  next  year  Ck>l.  Clement  was  himself  constable,  haying 
taken  the  place  of  Joshua  Merrill,  who  backed  out  of  the  honor. 
Col.  C.  co1lcc(4ul  and  paid  over  an  Iiiihioiiro  suin  of  nionoy  to  MaJ. 
Child,  for  supplying  tlie  ti-ooiM  to  the  wostwaixl,  and  also  furnished 
a  large  sum  to  the  Committee  of  Safety  .^    Thus  the  sinews  of  war 

•  BDfBON  BMITH'B  AOOOUNT. 

£     9.    d./. 

The  ftoompt  of  my  feoas  for  dlBtraining                     .    *  .                     .  0   10   0   0 . 

To  two  keepers  one  knight 1000 

To  one  keeper  one  knight 0    10   0   0 

To  two  keepers  one  night 1000 

To  one  knight 0    10    0    0 

one  kou|»er  one  kniglit 0    10    0   0 

To  evidences  to  tondoring  the  Orer|duB  money  that  is  duo  to  tlie  said 

Morrill    .                              1    10    0    0 

To  ox)>cn80S  of  Cho  cow  A  under  clmrgoe  and  exikcnscu  Tur  keeping     .  IH    10   0   0 

2t      6    0    0 
Tax  I  "    "  "    * 

t  For  account  of  these  sales,  see  Town  Clerk's  Records,  yol.  1. 311  to  314. 

I  **  Thursday  March  Ktli  1781.  OrdcrtMl  Uiu  TrtMinr  to  nimuinnt  with  Oliaitiah 
(Jlomens,  CoiiHUddo  for  Warren,  One  thoiiHuiid  and  live  hiuidrciU  pounds,  old 
Kmission,  bein{f  so  much  paid  to  Major  Child  by  onler  of  the  Cummittee  of  Safbty, 
agreeable  to  his  Receipt  or  the  10th  of  Octo  1780  for  surplying  the  Troops  at  tne 
Westward,  £lfi00 .»— N.  II.  Hist.  Coll.  Vol.  vii.  2fi2. 

CoUl    WiiUer. 

The  winter  of  1780  was  terrible  v.oUX.  Tlioi*o  wci-o  forty  days,  thirty-one  in 
March,  that  it  never  thawed  on  the  south  side  of  the  house. 

Lktrk    Day. 

May  10, 1780,  was  the  dark  day.  The  sun  was  seen  at  rising,  hut  it  was  soon 
obscured  by  clouds  and  smoke,  and  it  became  so  dark  that  fowls  went  to  roost  and 
candles  were  lighted. 
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were  pi*OGured  and  the  Continental  Congress  and  the  young 
republic  satisfied. 

But  something  else  beside  money  must  be  had.  Men  to  fill  up 
the  army  were  absolutely  uocessary.  We  have  seen  what  a  num- 
ber, coiiRidoriiig  the  whole  population,  had  gone  Toluutarily,  but 
now,  though  the  will  was  good,  the  country  was  weary  and  drafts 
must  be  made.  The  soldiers  had  got  to  come,  and  the  citizens  in 
Ihnir  (hjinocratio  cjipacHy  woro  njiidy  to  furnish  tlicni. 

TliG  solcctuion  also  called  a  town  meeting  for  this  purpose.  It 
was  held  July  10, 1780.  They  all  felt  veiy  patriotic  in  Obadiah 
Clement's  old  bar-room.  The  good  "  old  west  endea  rum  "  made 
tluMu  r(  on  inch  fill  and  bi*nvo,  and  Mioy  vot4}d  without  a  diHsoiiting 
voi<»o  "  Ihnl  the  sohUcrs  shail  he  raised  by  a  rate  for  that  jYreseivt 
thtu'.,'^  \Un  voted  Obndiah  V I emeiUy  Joshua  Copptobe  a  coiv^ 
mittee  to  2^i*ovide  soldier's  for  the  totvn,  "  and  to  exemp  those 

THAT  HAVE  DONE  TURNS  IN  THE  WAR,  TILL    OTHERS  HAVE  EQUILL 
TO  THEM." 

This  was  done  in  tlic  selectmenship  of  Joshua  Copp,  Thomas 
Clark,  and  John  AVliitchcr,  and  our  committee  assured  by  these 
high  rulers  that  all  their  expenses  should  be  promptly  paid  labored 
bravely  to  hire  a  soldier,  for  only  one  was  wanted  then  fh)m  the 
town.  They  succeeded  and  Caleb  Young*  went  as  "Warren's  levy 
into  the  Continental  army.  He  was  but  a  youth  who  happened  to 
tarry  a  few  days  at  Obadiah  Clement's  inn,  and  a  few  iK>nnds  for 
a  bounty  and  several  mugs  of  fiip,  in  wliich  the  hissing  logger- 
head had  been  thrust,  made  the  young  man  exceeding  brave  and 
caused  him  to  greatly  desire  ''  to  hear  drums  and  see  a  battle." 

Next  year  tlie  town  had  to  fiirnish  anoUior  man.  March  7, 
178 l,t  **  Voted,  Uiat  Uie  selectmen  be  a  committee  to  xirovido  one 
soldier  for  three  years,  or  during  the  war."  This  time  the  task 
wiiH  more  dilllcult,  but  (yol.  (Jlenient  who  was  now  the  first  ''  in 
the  triune  of  mighty  governors  "  yearly  chosen,  called  selectmen, 
bent  all  his  energies  to  the  work  and  accomplished  it. 

CiiAULKs  Bowles,  a  young  stalwart  man,  of  dark  complexion, 

♦  Cnlcb  Young  onllsfced  July  11, 1780. 

t  Tho  new  votcm  !n  the  yonr  1781,  woro— 

('I»ir1c«  Mi»w1<m.  Aniofi  Ifonllt.  Honry  Snnbunr. 

.lonntimn  Ftmlcr.  John  lllitclison.  William  Tnrleton. 

Joscpli  French.  Fetor  Stevens.  William  Whlteman. 
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having  some  of  the  btoo<1  of  Hani  f1owiii«^  in  his  vuinw,  and  his 
Imir  Hli<rhily  *'  kinky,"  hml  jnnt  HoUlctt  on  Ihu  lop  o\'  Ihat  foriilo 
ridgo  over  wliich  wound  the  Ileiglit  o'  hmd  road  towards  Tarlciou 
hike.  He  liad  also  made  anotlior  opening  in  tiie  woods  in  tlio 
north  part  of  the  town,  near  the  lino  of  old  Coventry,  lie  wiis  u 
good  man,  ixsligiously  inclined,  somewhat  given  to  piiiaching,  and 
when  his  patriotism  was  roused,  as  only  Ohadiah  ('lenient  knew 
how  to  rouse  it  in  those  daiys,  was  decidedly  in  favor  of  the  war. 
Ill  the  time  of  the  towifs  soi*est  need,  he  came  to  the  rescue,  ]K>ck- 
cted  a  good  fat  bounty,  as  is  the  custom  in  all  times  when  it  is  to 
be  liad,  and  as  many  another  had  dime,  shouldci'ed  his  musket  and 
went  marching  away  to  the  Wat's. 

When  the  contest  Wiis  over,  he  raine  back,  gi»t  innrried,  ml- 
tled  down,  laboixsd  liard  week  days,  pixuiched  with  unction  on  tlio 
8}d)bath  and  niiMul  ii]>  a  large  and  lt^spectable  family  of  children, 
it  was  his  boast  through  lite  that  he  (ought  his  country's  battles 
bnively.* 

^CUAKi.KS  llowi.RM  wn.snt  tho  Imttio  of  r>4niiiiiiKt«»ii,  In  Cul.  Dnviil  ]foliiiri*A 
lU'Kt.  \liHiUi\>iMU  wtiH  .li'iviiiiiili  I'lisl.  11(1  ««iilirtl4'ii  .Inly  ::i,  1777,  iin«l  wnn  ilin- 
clnii*(^(l  .Svpl.  "Hit  1777.  having  nervcMl  Iwo  nionlfiH  ami  lliitHi  dayn.  lie  nu'i'iveil  in 
all  U  pounda  and  U  Hliillingit,  and  Iravcled  lo  No.  4,  7:2  nnlea,  and  fV(»ui  Ihvuco  to 
Uunnington,  14i. 

Cul.  David  lloburi  was  IVoni  IMyniontli.— Sec  HiM.  Ktutu*d  Uo<ronl8. 

CIIAIILKS  1IOWLK8'  CKKTIFKMTK. 

*'  In  tho  year  1781  I,  eharlcH  bowics,  nindu  a  plK'h  or  one  linndrtMl  aker  lot  of 
land  liy  order  of  the  Conuuittee  of  Coventry  which  lot  watt  Suvahl  by  .losiah  ISnru- 
luiiu  by  order  ot  bald  Conunittec  in  the  aloivbaid  eighty  one  i  went  lo  work  an«l  lall 
tree8  and  made  me  a  lionne  on  .said  lot— tlien  i  wan  caUcd  into  the  army  in  I7S:I  i 
went  to  work  with  Honie  handa  willi  me  and  rlcar«'d  and  mhmI  one,  bnshel  luid  linlT 
of  grain  and  in  (M'.lol>er  I7H0  i  moved  my  family  lliare  wliaiv  i  liave  nnide  my  honiu 
ever  i»ince  till  i  moI<I  my  enlereKl  to  Ohadiah  ( 'hrmciit  and  naid  L(»t  hath  never  liceu 
claimed  by  any  other  iieruon  till  thin  day  aH  I  have  ever  heani 

CllAKLKS  UOWLKS." 

Charles  Howies  was  claimed  by  the  town  ol*  Andover,  N.  II.,  nn  a  part  or  their 
quota,  May  8,  17ttt,  but  that  town  did  not  get  him.— isee.  of  Stide's  Kceonls. 

VAUILV  REOOltU  OP  CilAUi.K.S  A.M)  MOLLV  {CorliiS)  ItOWLBS. 

He  was  bom  Oct.^0,  17<iO,  at  Hanover,  MasH. 

•She  wan  born  Mrh. :{,  l7(iH,  al  Salem,  N.  II. 

Married  Apr.  II.  I7h|. 

JameM,  born  hee..  Ill,  I7HI,  al  Warren,  N.  II. 

Molly,  iHirn  Der..  Vl,  17.s7   al  Warren.  N.  II. 

f 'liarieH.  born  .Ian. 21,  17hn,  al  Warren,  N.  II. 

Klenor  M.,  l>orn  May  Irt,  17!K2,  at  Warren,  N.  II. 

.lesse,  born  Feb.  ^,  liUTi,  at  Warrttn,  N.  II. 

Knna,  born  May  17,  17:'7,  al  Warrcii,  .N.  II. 

Hannah,  born  Mrli.  3,  I7!R|,  al  Warren,  N.  II. 

.lonathan,  born  .Ian.  12,  18U1,  at  Warren,  N.  II.     Died  Aug.  £{,  18UI. 

Sarah,  born  May  2),  180.1. 

Charleri  Howies  tiilerwardH  lau'ame  a  FVee^will  llaptisl  minister,  and  in  now 
ono  of  the  naintd  of  Ihatelinivh.  A  vtdnme  ol'  mmie  'MM  page«  i»rinti'd  mailer  ha8 
boon  publishe<l,  giving  a  history  ol'  his  womlerful  powers  anti  elo<|uence  as  a  uiiu- 
ister.    lie  was  a  uinlutto. 
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Jn  1782  *  llio  same  t]iin<>:  linppciicd  to  flic  town  upiiii,  niid 
IIknhv  SiiAAwf  t''  i»<-w  r^Miior  who  paid  Mio.  girid.  Uik  in  l4)wn  (hat 
very  year,  of  Uiroc  Hliillinfj^R  and  nine  pence,  also  went  to  tlio  war 
IVoni  onr  hnndet.  No  <xot  aRnn^  liMIe  boinity  of  sixly-nine  poniuJK 
lilleen  Rliillin^K,  lawi'ul  money,  ibr  enliHtin^.  What  became  of 
him  we  are  not  inlormed;  hnt  it  i:^  certain  he  never  retnrncd  to 
Waritm. 

Now  this  was  all  on  acconnt  of  the  organization — what  the 
lown  was  ohlifjfed  to  do  according  to  law.  Hnt  a  hnndrcd  other 
Ihiiigs  were  done  about  these  times,  many  of  which  are  exceed- 
ingly inleresliiig  to  ns,  who  live  in  *'  tliis  latter  and  degenerate 
age.-' 

Moses  C<n»r,t  son  of -Sqniro  Joshua  Copp,  though  a  more  boy, 
had  been  in  the  army  a  great  deal,  and  was  noted  for  liis  daring 
and  braverv.  He  was  at  W«?st  Point  when  Arn<»ld  sold  himself  to 
tlie  Hrifish.  J)avii)  MKidiiu.,  a  strong  muscular  man,  who  mar- 
ried -Stpiire  Joshua's  daughter,  but  did  not  Hien  live  in  town, 
as*isled  in  rowing  Arnold  to  the  hostile  man-of-war  that  received 
him.  Me  was  ])nid  a  large  sum  of  gold  for  his  semces, —  not  very 
meritorious  ones  as  most  folks  think  at  the  present  day. 

The  great  (N)nnniMee  of  S:if<»ty  admired  AVilliam  Ileath,  our 
lank  rawney  hiniter  (»f  lighting  proclivities,  and  paid  him  £18  for 
depreciation.** 


♦  'riM»  lunv  Betth'Vrt  in  1782,  were,— 

.Joiiath.an  lliirhoiil.  (Jonlon  lliitrJilns.  Henry  Slmw. 

Itarnnbas  llohnen.  Mokc8  Nuycs.  Nicholns  WhitemAn. 

WAititEN,  AuRust  80,  yr.  178i. 
t "  IlKNiir  Shaw.  Ueccivcjl  of  the  Poler.tinen  of  warren  Sixty  Nine  noiind  iUlcen 
HliillingH  Lawfiil  money  aK  n  Hoiinty  for  inliHlingto  nerve  in  llic  Continental  army 
three  year  for  the  town  of  Wan-en  from  tlie  tUnc  he  pasB  mnntcr  1  say  received  por 

nio 

his 

test     .l<»siniA  :MKitKnx  IIKNJIY  M   81IAW 

.lusiit'A  Core  mark 

A  true  copy  Exnul 

Attest  Josni  A  Corr,  )  Seloctmon 

William  Hittlrk,  >       of 

STEPHKN  KiciLARDSON,  >  Warron." 

llenrv  Shaw.  Warren,  1788,  Ang.  Sfltli. 

1787  I'terd  an  order  on  tlio  Treasurer  for  twenty  pounds. 

.josKPii  rATCir. 

—Sec  Sec.  of  State's  Koconls. 

\  Mo><eH  Copp  man-ted  a  danghtiM*  of  .lohn  Blilln,  and  aaor  tlio  war,  movod 
awav  to  Canada,  lie  had  neveral  hohh.  One  nettled  in  Iowa,  (Unrlinirton,)  and  ni 
IiIh  death  lefl  a  proprrty  of  more  than  one  liiindnMl  Mionnand  do11ai*H.  MoHenfJopp 
waH  enlilled  to  a  pooKion,  ImiL  never  got  it  iK'cauHe  he  lived  in  Cnnndu.  Ho  WUH 
accustomed  to  hcoUI  aliout  it. 

••  Sec  N.  H.  inst.  CoU.  Vol.  vii. 


S88  HUTOBT   OF  WABBBir. 

Bight  at  home  lira.  Joseph  Patch  had  another  pleasant  adTon- 
tore  in  which  she  exhibited  the  plnck  of  her  fltther,  and  the 
shrewdness  of  her  sharp  brother  Jonathan.  One  day  when  her 
hnsband  was  away,  an  old  soldier  called  at  the  honse  and  walked 
iu  without  ceremony.  Mi's.  P.  and  her  children  were  at  dinner, 
and  the  stranger  helped  himself.  Tlien  ho  became  saucy  and 
impndenty  and  when  he  was  proceeding  to  offer  her  some  personal 
indignity,  saying  he  would  bum  the  house  if  she  resisted,  she 
drew  herself  up  firmly  and  said  to  her  little  boy,  <<  Gro  to  the  bam 
and  tell  your  father  to  come  in  instantly.  I'll  see  if  I  am  to  be 
abused  in  my  own  house."  The  ruse  worked  admirably.  Ttie  son 
started  on  his  errand,  and  the  old  straggler,  who  had  heard  of 
Patch  and  did  not -care  to  meet  him,  rushed  out  of  the  house  and 
disappeared  in  the  thick  woods  in  the  shortest  time  possible. 

But  the  saddest  thing  was  the  death  of  JEphraim  Lund,  He 
had  scnred  three  yeai-s  and  then  ro-enlistcd  duiing  the  war.  It  was 
in  a  battle  in  the  south,  shoiHy  before  Coniwallis'  surrender,  that 
he  met  his  death.  He  died  bravely ;  a  comrade  placed  tlio  green 
turf  above  him,  and  dropped  a  tear  on  the  new  made  grave.  The 
spot  where  he  is  lying  is  unmarked  and  forgotten ;  and  his  little 
clearing  where  he  lived,  the  green  woods  upon  Mt.  Mist,  and  on 
the  shore  of  Tarleton  lake,  know  liim  no  more  forovcr. 

Many  other  men  who  come  to  WaiTen  Bhoilly  after  the  contest 
closed,  also  served  in  the  wai*.  Of  Uiese,  Joseph  Fi'cuch  and 
Samuel  Knight,  who  were  at  the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill,  are  per- 
haps the  best  remembered.* 

While  the  town  was  thus  gallantly  raising  men  for  the  army, 
other  great  events  were  transpiring  in  the  wild  but  pleasant  regions 
beyond  the  western  mountains.  When  Burgoyne  had  marched 
down  by  Lake  Cliamplain,  tlie  inhabitants  on  tlie  long  river  of 
pines,  the  Connecticut,  liod  been  terribly  frightened,  and  leaving 
homes,  crops,  and  cattle,  had  hurried  away  into  the  eastern  inte- 

*  other  revolutionaiy  soldierB  who  lived  In  Warrou,  are  Asa  Low,  Jacob  Low, 
Luke  liibbey,  the  latter  seryeil  seveu  ycurs  und  aix  monthB,  wutt  taken  prisoner, 
carried  to  Kngliuid  luul  kej>t  tlioro  fourtccii  nioiitlib.  John  Abbott,  lie  served Bevcn 
yeuni  ojid  wiis  a  dniin-ninjur,  uiid  Ittuilniii  Jbili'liulilor.  Mr.  Kiitcliclilcr  never  gui 
a  peimiuu.  lie  would  tell  in  his  old  nge  how  he  sutTeretl  hi  Iho  wtu*,  and  tlieii  cry 
about  it.  He  waa  a  iiriaoner,  and  came  so  near  starving  that  he  hud  to  eat  the  vorv 
leatlier  breeches  which  he  wore.  Jienrv  Uuiibiiry  who  lived  on  tlielleight-o'laiui, 
was  a  IJessiuu  iu  Uie  British  ai*my,uuJ  was  tulien  prisoner  at  tlie  surrender  oi 
Burgoyne. 


TJIK  IIAMI*S1IIRK  OllANTS.  289 

rior,  wlicix)  buriod  in  the  fastuoesos  of  tho  moiuitaiiis,  and  in  tho 
deep  woods,  they  felt  that  they  wero  safe.  But  in  the  closing  days 
of  tho  war  when  many  of  tho  Groen-mountafn  boys  wcro  away 
figfhtiiig  bmvcly  under  WaRhin^ton  and  Grcone,  frights  came 
oflencr  to  tho  dwellers  of  the  New  llampshiro  Grants,  as  they 
woro  known  in  those  days.  To  understand  these  ton'ors  fhlly  it 
will  bo  necessary  for  us  to  write  a  few  dignified  pages. 

New  Ilanipshiix},  Massiichiisetts,  and  New  York  as  we  told  in 
the  history  of  the  ohl  piH>prictor8,  each  laid  claim  to  the  Vermont 
territory.  The  people  of  that  hilly  country  wanted  to  be  admitted 
iuto  the  confederation,  and  the  Continental  Congi*css  did  not  dare 
do  it  for  fear  of  offending  these  other  important  States.  The 
would  be  State  of  Vermont  was  slightly  discontented  at  tliis ;  the 
British  government  knew  it,  and  now  when  the  prosi)ect  of  fall- 
ing in  subjugating  the  rebels  was  every  day  becoming  more 
apparent,  it  was  thought  to  coax  her  away  along  with  the  "  Ca- 
nuck "  countiy  and  the  land  of  tlie  **  Blue-noses,"  and  continue  her 
a  pleasant  British  provijice. 

For  this  purpose  agents  with  British  gold  in  plenty  in  tlieir 
pockets,  travelled  the  whole  country  tlirough.  The  few  who  were 
venal,  tliey  bought,  but  the  most  wei-e  faithAil  to  the  rebel  cause. 
To  cjiiHure  the  Icadore  of  tho  latter  class  and  to  give  the  torios  who 
were  fi-ecjuently  nillier  roughly  handled,  i*evenge,  marauding  par- 
ties consisting  of  Fi'cnch,  Indians,  and  loyalists,  hurried  to  tlie 
Connecticut  valley.  Then  thciX5  were  the  wildest  kind  of  panics, 
and  men,  women,  and  cliildren,  ran  away.  Nearly  all  would  go, 
and  at  times  the  Coos  country  would  be  nearly  deserted. 

The  (/onnnittJM*.  of  Safety  niudo.  ev«M'y  eflbrt  lo  i*en dor  assistance. 
A  large  nninber  oi*  soldiers  wtwv,  niis(Ml  1^  defend  the  land  of  tho 
Coosucks,  and  C.^iptnin  Absalom  L'etcrs*  who  chose  the  ncighbor- 

*  Cnptnin  Abnalom  Pctors  grndtintod  nfc  Dnrtmoufch  Collogo  in  1780.  His  lioalth 
raiio<1  iiim  niirl  lie  Bcltlod  on  n  (iirm  in  Wontwortli,  N.  II.  In  Oct.  1780,  a  sreat 
nliinn  wiih  Of'r.nHionccl  1>y  llio.  deslitiction  or  iloynllou,  Vt.,  nnti  Trom  a  report  tliat 
4,000  Itritirtit  troopH  iutil  croN80(|  Liiko  CIniniplnin  witli  tlio  intention  of  proT/Ocding 
to  tlic  Coiiiirctiriii  riv<*r.  Al  thin  lime  CapUiin  IVt(M*rt  innrrlicd  at  tliu  licntl  or  b\x 
coinpiinit'M  iVoin  the  northcni  purl  of  New  lliimprtliiro  to  Newluiry,  Vt.,  tlio  placo 
nppointcil  for  tho  run<lezvouH,  and  on  his  arrivnl  was  ahl  toMnJ.Uon.llailoy  wliich 
liu  HUHtainc'l  till  the  cloHe  or  tho  war.— N.  II.  Hist.  Coll.  Vol.  iii.  Wi. 

Captjiin  Pcterx  Itveil  in  Warren  in  17iK{,  anti  harl  at  that  time  Uving  with  him  a 
"  little  nif^^^er  boy  "  nameil  Prime.  One  very  rainy  day  ho  tidd  Prime  to  ttet  the 
cowh;  1)ut  "young  sooty"  wouldn't,  ami  unbeknown  to  Captain  Peters,  hia  under 
tlie  barn.  About  dark  tho  Captain  went  after  them  himsolfand  halloooct  for  Prime 
all  over  tho  pasture,  lie  dri>ve  them  up  and  ImlhMHMl "  little  nig *'  in  the  barn-yard, 
but  got  no  answer.    While  milking,  Cai>tain  P.  ha|ipenod  to  turn  hit  head  and  saw 

8 


290  HISTORY  OP    WARRKM. 

ing  land  of  Wentworth  for  his  home,  went  marching  through  our 
hamlet  to  the  rescue,  at  the  head  of  six  companies.  Tlundreds  of 
pounds  of  powder  and  balls,  a  thousand  flhits  and  more,  tin  ket- 
tles, borax.  New  England  rum,  files,  and  a  scrcw-pUitc,  were 
forwarded  to  ''  Gowass,''  to  the  caro  of  Col.  Charles  Johnson  and 
Maj.  B.  Wliitcomb.  Tliey  put  all  these  munitions  of  war  and  men 
to  good  use,  and  did  guai'd  duty  most  valoi-ously. 

But  they  could  not  do  every  thing ;  they  could  not  prevent  a 
panic,  and  to  provide  for  that,  our  township  of  Warren  went  to 
work  bravely.  The  citizens  enlaiged  their  houses,  inci-eoscd  the 
numl)er  of  tlicir  bods,  raised  more  .provisions,  cnt  mora  hay  to  pat 
in  their  bams,  and  then  Inst  of  all  called  a  town  meeting  to  provide 
for  omci'geiicics  in  case  of  ^*  great  alaninis." 

Without  a  dissenting  voice  they  dctoimined  March  22, 1780,  in 
order  to  rocoivo  tlieir  ncighbora  pmporly,  who  generally  came 
pretty  much  out  of  breath,  '*  to  lay  up  a  stock  of  provisions  to  be 
deU  out  as  it  appears  to  be  wanted.**  *'  Voted  to  raise  tuw  hun- 
dred wait  of  Jlour  and  two  hundred  toait  of  beef  for  this  presetU 
year,  to  be  dealt  out  in  case  of  alarum.'*  ^*  Chose  Joshua  Copp. 
and  Obadiah  Clement  a  Committee  to  provide  the  towns  stock  of 
provisions. ''* 

Having  thus  handsomely  pi*ovidcd  for  their  Mends,  then,  if 
the  terrible  foe  should  pursue  across  the  highlands  byTarleton 
lake  or  up  the  wild  roistciiiig  Oliveriau,  our  moiuitoincers  were 
also  pi'cpai'ed  to  ixscoive  hini  in  a  manner  which  would  not  l>e 
(piite  so  agixH>iib1o.  Tlii;y  protmi^od  a  ^ood  sl4>f,k  of  tmd,  iMiwdor, 
and  Hints,  8(m>uixu1  up  Llicir  nniskct^,  and  1)1<mm1hIiC(1  would  have 
followed  had  the  Britinliei's  only  vcntnixid  within  the  boixior.  The 
Coos  ncighbora  often  cimie  to  Warren ;  but  King  Gcoi'ge's  trooiw 
and  allies,  never. 

And  now  Warren  had  a  dilTerent  kind  of  warlike  excitement. 

I'riiiio'H  wiiiU)  t'^t'H  anil  U't'lii  luokiii^  otil  rroiii  ii:-.«!(*:-  Ihc  *i:irii.  IN>ton»  wfui  mod. 
ilc  lunk  I'rimi;  tnU*  the  iioiim*,  nlooil  liiiu  on  u  c.u.-u'  oi'  •Inuvfi'ti  and  loUi  liiui  U* 
iiiiitworin  liic  i^nnic  luiic  lio  iitH'd.  Fir>t,  l*ot«M'.>  wliisiu'ivu  the  word'*  l*rinic,*'  ami 
I'riiuu  aii<»\vur(Ml  buck  hi  a  \vhi*«|*ci-.  Tlicii  Uv  niitioii  \i\r  pitcli  until  liii  vhoiitvtl  mo 
that  lie  could  be  liuarU  bait' u  iiiilt),aud  "  little  8ooly  "  btraiuud  biiiisieU' 80  uiucli 
trying  to  unswci',  that  lie  looked  white  iii  tiie  I'atte  ami  wa;5  Vti'll  luiiiitdied.  The 
neigliuort)  who  lieanl  weregivatly  amiueU,  and  it  ift  saiid  that  Prime  Wiui  a  good 
boy  and  never  hid  under  tiie  b.iin  ai^aiii. 

Captain  I'etern  geiicrully  went  baieloot.  When  elecU'd  t4>  the  legiHlaturu  bv 
the  town  or  Wentworlii,  he  wore  t>hoeM;  but  he  x^aiil  It  made  ht:i  lect  ho  tciiUvr  It 
ItHik  nioi'c  than  kix  inoiilhb  Ui  toughen  tliein.  * 

*  Town  Clerk 'i*  llecordh,  Vol.  i.  7. 
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When  tlic  tide  of  battle  was  rolling  through  the  south  and  Geu. 
Greene  was  winning  glory,  fighting  with  Cornwallis,  John  Balch, 
who  still  rode  post,  brought  the  Jiews  tlmt  our  groat  Committee  of 
Safety  wero  trying  Col.  Jonathan  Groeley,  one  of  the  old  proprie- 
tors "  for  practices  inimical  to  the  United  States."  Our  citizens 
wero  greatly  roused  by  the  infelligence,  for  Col.  Greeley  hrnl  been 
one  of  their  best  patrons.  Hut  when  they  learned  that  ho  had  l>ecn 
fonnd  guilty  and  Hontenced  to  giv(^  a  bond  for  his  iN^iavior  to  Gen. 
Folsoni,  and  was  conlined  to  his  own  house  and  a  certain  iHirtion 
of  the  highway,  eighty  rods  or  so  in  leugtli,  limited  by  the  flag- 
staff on  the  east  and  the  old  burying  gi*ound  on  the  west,  they 
wero  almost  sis  much  excited  as  wlicJi  they  heard  of  Gen.  Stark's 
groat  victory  at  Bennington.  But  Col.  Greeley  did  not  long 
remain  in  conlliienicnt.  lie  had  good  friends  on  the  conunitteo 
and  they  well  romembered  what  a  fine  fellow  he  was  as  mine  host 
in  old  East  lOngston,  and  tliey  soon  let  him  off  easy.* 

But  in  nine  days  this  affair  was  an  old  story,  so  fast  did  events 
hasten  in  these  troublesome  times.  Something  new  came  almost 
every  day  and  when  the  fortune  of  war  hung  trombling  in  the 
balance  and  vid^ny  inclin(Ml  (h'Mt  Uy  one  side  and  then  the  other, 
away  up  in  tliis  northern  country,  in  the  wild  forests  of  tlie  New 
llampshiro  Gnmts,  discontent  was  fonieiitiiig,  troason  to  tlie  young 
republic  of  New  ilanipsliiro  was  hatching,  and  a  power  in  the 
west,  almost  like  Satan  in  Heaven,  was  trying  to  draw  off  one- 
third  of  New  llampshiro'ft  beautifid  (owns,  Warron  among  them, 
lying  in  the  vicinity  of  Connecticut  river.  Who  did  it?  Jtwas 
the  dcligliMul-wonld-be-Groen-monntain  SlAto;  that  could  not  get 
lulmitted  to  the  Union,  tliat  was  determined  Jiot  to  go  with  old 
England,  and  so  was  planning  how  a  free  and  indei>endent  ropub- 
lic  she  might  set  up  for  herself. 

All  the  (^4-riiory  and  the  greatest  population  iK)ssible  was 
essential  in  the  highest  degree,  and  so,  as  has  been  soflly  insin- 
uated, in  imitation  of  the  fond  mother  country,  agents  from  west 
of  the  Connecticut  ci*ossed  that  bright  stroam  and  laborod  in  all 
tlie  bordenng  eastern  towns.  Their  logic  was  powerf\il,  and  tlieir 
tongues  persuasive,  and  a  scoro  of  young  democracies  wero  almost 
influenced  to  cast  their  lot  with  that  of  tlie  young  empiro  to  the 

•  S.  I i.  Ilia  Coll.  Vol.  vlf. 
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west.  So  much  progt^ess  was  mode  tliat  u  couvciitiuii  was  called 
toiiiiMitat  CliiirhMUiii,  N.  II.,  uiid  tlio  (owiihIiIim  iij^nnul  lo  hojuI 
delegates. 

Wanx)u  was  wide  awake.  Still  business  must  be  performed 
in  a  niauuer  that  should  coniiM)rt  with  the  8<>U;ninity  and  dignity 
of  the  ucctuiiun.  A  town  meeting  was  ailUMJ.  It  wan  liehl  Juii. 
3d,  1781|  and  was  **  to  8ee\f  the  town  will  send  one  man  to  attend 
on  UiC  cotivention  to  be  held  at  CharlaUoton  on  the  thinl  Tuanlay 
of  January y  inst.,  at  one  o'clock  ({fternunej  according  to  anenno" 
tiflcation  sent  from  the  county  of  Chester  J^* 

After'  a  long  discussion  chose  Obadiah  Clement  to  attend  tlie 
convention  at ''  Cliai'lustown,  No.  4/'  and  as  it  was  very  important 
whetlier  they  should  belong  to  Uie  gix^at  *'  Amphictyonic  council,'* 
of  tlie  east  or  to  tliat  of  tlie  west,  a  connnitlce  consisting  of  tbe 
most  dignified  and  influential  men  of  tlie  luunlct,  was  chosen  to 
instnict  the  delegate  elect  how  he  should  act.  It  consisted  of 
Joshua  Copp,  William  Butler,  John  Whitchcr,  Thomas  Clark,  and 
Isaiali  Batchcldcr. 

They  iNuTonned  llidrduty  raithriilly,  and  in  mid  winter  0«»1. 
Clement  mounted  on  hin  stmng  lilurk  HUillioHy  nnle  away  tlni)U|j^li 
the  woods,  over  the  mountains,  down  the  Connecticut  to  '^  Ciiarloa- 
town.  No.  4." 

Col.  Clement  attended  the  Convention  thoroughly.  AVhat 
ti'onspii'cd  has  never  been  fully  written  in  any  history.  Like  tho 
trmisoctions  of  the  old  ITurtibnl  Convention,  or  the  mighty  mys- 
tery of  the  Iron  Mo^k,  its  acts  will  never  be  known. 

Sullice  it  to  say,  our  delegate  heard  all  that  was  to  be  said, 
pondered  upon  it  deeply,  and  then  came  home,  lie  was  not 
pleased,  and  x>lainly  said  so.  To  cix)ss  the  mountainous  ileiglit- 
o'-land,  to  foixl  the  Connecticut,  to  climb  the  Green  mountains 
tliat  they  might  i-eacli  the  future  capit^il  of  the  would  be  empire, 
was  not  80  Cjisy  as  to  ride  down  the  banks  of  the  de1ightf\il 
Asquaiiichuniauke  and  Miuriniuck,  to  the  bright  lands  fmin  which 
they  had  emigrated,  to  the  homes  and  plciisant  associations  of 
childhood,  and  the  happy  intei-conrse  of  those  with  whom  thoy 
had  done  business  for  years,  and  with  whom  by  far  they  had 
i*atlier  be  united  as  members  of  a  grtiat  Amphictyonic  Council. 

*  Tuwu  CIcrk'b  JCc4'.urilti,  Vol.  i.  8. 
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»^>   our  ^niiid  lililo  liuiiilol.  iiiiioii^j;  (Jin  IiIIIm  *xnyi\  lior  wcHtoni 
friends  ilic  ^o-by  uiid  iletcrinincd  to  i*cinai]i  as  she  was. 

fUil.  (/ol.O.  did  not  foci  <iuite  right  in  relation  to  the  "Charles- 
U>wn  No.  4."  Convention.  Ilo  felt  ho  was  not  aiding  the  cause  in 
the  least  which  of  all  others  was  most  dear  to  him.  So,  to  ease 
his  conscience,  he  weut  to  work,  like  a  true  lover  of  office,  to  get 
ciccfcd  Kcprcsentativc  to  the  Gi-cat  and  General  Court  of  New 
irampshire.  Warren,  AVcntworth,  and  Coventry,  wcro  then  classed 
together,  and  Dec.  11,  1782,  the  fitso  and  independent  voters  of 
these  sevei-al  towns  being  met  at  the  house  of  our  friend  Joshua 
Morrill,  familliarly  called  farmer  tfoshua,  Obadiah  Clement  was 
chosen  Ucpresontntive.  That  night  "  ho  felt  complete."  lie  was 
the  iii*8t  man  in  Warren  to  enjoy  this  high  and  immortal  honor. 

The  Great  and  Gencnil  Court  met  at  Exeter,  N.  II.,  in  those 
dayfl,  and  at  tlio  opening  of  (ho  session.  Col.  C.  was  as  usual 
promptly  on  hand  (^>  attend  (.o  his  duty.  And  he  did  it  faithfully. 
The  war  of  the  revolution,  although  nipidly  drawing  to  a  plose, 
was  not  as  yet  finished;  much  remained  to  be  done,  and  our  patp- 
riotic  llcpi'OsenUitive  was  not  behind  hand  in  voting  men  and 
nionoy.  Ilo  was  for  pnsliing  cni  nn(.il  indopondono^  was  fully 
secured.  His  constituents  sustained  him  in  tliis,  and  afterwards 
gave  him  a  triumphant  rc-^Icctiou. 

And  now  what  a  proud  satisfaction  our  citizens  possessed  if 
they  could  only  see  it.  They  had  done  their  duty,  and  were  more 
than  ever  pi-eparod  to  move  on  in  the  grand  march  of  democracies, 
well  knowing  that  (he  taxes  worn  all  raised  promptly,  the  men  for 
the  army  all  furnished  and  more  (^m,  supplies  of  provisions, 
moose-hido  bivccluis,  aniininiK.ion,  and  West  India  rum,  always 
fortiicoming,  and  herself  and  i*epi*esentatives  loyal  to  the  core,  and 
as  true  to  the  New  IIiunx)shire  republic,  her  lover,  as  tlie  needle  to 
the  ])olc. 

Sithfhrn  in  Ihi'  tfi'rttliilinn.—  'VUv  rollouiii^?  iiioii  N(>rvi*i|  in  Uio  wnr  of  l\w  Ili*vo- 
liili«iii,  Koiiif;  rniiit  Wiirrcii  nl  or  nlioiil  ilioihili^  i^iviMi : 

Wiliiniii  llciiMi.  177ri:  UimiIhmi  (Mnnniil.  I77r>:  .loHcpli  Whilrlior,  177r>:  K)ilirnhn 
i.iinil,  I77ri:  .IfiNltiiii  (.'o|Hi,  I77ri:  Sintcon  HiiilLli,  I77ri;  TlinMO  WIii^'Imt,  I77H;  .lolin 
MiuhIoii,  I77((:(I)  .Ii>Iiii  MliichHon,  t77((:  .Ii»mi*|iIi  LiiihI,  I77fi;  .liHintlinu  Kallnwn,  J777; 
John  MillM,  .If.,  I77n,  1777,  nntl  I7HI ;  Mohom  (*o|m».  177!»:  Unvlfl  Morrill,  I77l»;  Cnloli 
YiMin)?,  I7HI>;  CImrloH  ItowlcH,  1781;  llunry  Kiiaw.  I7H2;  Willinm  Turlolon,  1782.  (S) 

(1)  .lohn  MurMton  wnn  In  ('nittnin  .lonlnia  llnywnitVii  Coni|>nny  In  1770.  llo 
kcUIcmI  In  Wmrcn  hoforo  1780.    Alex.  Craig  wan  Lieut,  of  a  Com)>auy. 

(2)  William  Tarlcton  wnn  Captain  of  ilio  Sth  Companv  of  Col.  Timothy  BodoPt 
regiment,  ralHcil  in  I77K,  and  iloing  duty  on  tho  northoni  (Vontler. 


CHAPTER  III. 


TIIB    FIRST    FUNERAL    OF    A    WIIITK    MAN     IN    WARRKN;      OK     nOW 
JOHN  MILI^  DIED  AND  WAS   BURIED. 


JOSTIUA  COVP,  Jr.  was  the  flrat  white  child  bom  in 

Wftireu.  John  Maratoii  was  the  flrat  man  manned;  but  cloTon 
yeara  went  by  after  the  settlement,  before  old  fatlier  Time  on  spec- 
tral wings,  with  hour-glass  and  scythe,  lighted  down  in  our 
Asqnamchumauke  valley,  and  claimed  a  victim. 

It  happened  thus :  John  Mills,  the  first  settler,  who  brought  his 
family  to  Warrcn,  was  engaged  ''  falling  a  piece"  on  the  west  side 
of  the  river  by  Indian  Rock,  near  old  Ooos  road.  He  was  a  very 
smart  cliopi)cr,  uiid  IiIh  son,  Ciipljiin  John  Mills,  who  was  at  home 
Ax)m  the  war  on  a  furlough,  was  liclpiug  him.  They  had  notrJiod 
or  partly  cut  nioi*e  than  two  aci*cs  of  ti-ccs,  but  had  not  brought 
one  to  the  ground.  Then  they  fell  a  gi^cat  pine  u])on  a  clump  of 
spruces ;  this  broke  them  down,  and  they  fulling  broke  down  tlieir 
neighbors,  and  so,  like  boys  Rolling  up  brickR  the  whole  forest 
that  had  been  notched  was  driven  to  (he  ground.  This  was  called 
*'  driving  a  piece,"  and  two  smart  men  would  fell  several  acres  a 
day. 

But  unfortunately  a  large  pine  had  not  been  sufflciently 
notcheil,  and  it  stopped  the  drive.  John  Mills,  Senior,  ventured 
under  to  cut  the  pine ;  it  foil  before  ho  could  escaiK),  a  limb  struck 
him  on  the  head,  and  iuHtautly  ho  was  dead. 

The  son  l>ore  his  father  homo  on  his  slionldors,  laid  him  upon 
tlie  bed  and  summoned  the  neighbors.    They  came  and  tried  to 
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console  the  g^nof-strickcu  family.  But  they  almost  refiised  to  be 
eomfoHM.  Tliei-c  was  sorrow  and  sadness,  and  wrctcliedness, 
and  teai-s  in  that  hnmhle  loj^  cabin,  and  they  felt  that  now  the 
fafhcr  \v:ifl  d(*ad,  tlM5  world  was  hardly  worth  living  for,  and  that 
they  too,  might  as  well  die.  Captain  John  Mills,  Jr.,  hod  seen  a 
thousand  men  dead  on  battle-fields,  but  never  had  death  como 
homo  to  him  so  terribly  before. 

The  third  day  was  tlu^  funenil.  I  Tow  long  and  lonely  and 
tori'ibh*  wfn-e  the  hours  of  wailing.  Hut  the  time  vmiw  at  last,  and 
all  the  neighboi*s  began  to  iissiMuble.  Theix)  was  no  nuiiister  in 
town,  no  church,  no  tolling  bell;  but  'Squire  Joshua  Copp  read  a 
chapter  in  the  Bible,  a  hyjnn  was  sung,  and  then  ho  offered  a 

prayer. 

The  coffin  was  brought  out  and  placed  on  a  bier  under  the 
trees.  Sunlight  and  shadow,  fit  emblems  of  the  hour,  flickered 
over  the  scene,  not  more  bi*eathlcss,  hushed,  and  solemn,  than 
wei*e  the  voice,  step,  and  heart  of  those  sympathizing  neighbors. 

The  rough  coffin  lid  was  turned  back  and  they  approached  one 
by  one  to  take  a  last  look  of  the  remains ;  then  sunk  away  into 
the  silently  wvolving  circle.  The  mourners  prcsently  came  out 
and  indulged  a  tearful,  moinentiuy,  final  vision,  and  Uie  lid  was 
closed.  Col.  Obadiah  Clement  took  the  charge.  The  bier,  caiTied 
on  the  shoulders  of  four  men,  was  followed  by  the  relatives,  and 
then  the  friends  —  every  family  in  town  were  friends  then  —  came 
two  and  two  abi*east. 

Theiv  was  no  graveyard  in  our  handet,  and  they  carried  John 
Mills  down  the  bridle-])ath,  the  roml  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
As(|naniehunianke  then,  Uy  the  elust>er  of  hard  pines  on  the  river 
bank.*  lien;  beneath  the  deep  shad(%  the  first  grave  of  a  wliito 
man  in  Warren  h:id  been  dug,  and  here  was  the  first  burying 
ground  of  the  settlers.  There  was  no  fence,  no  tomb  stones,  nor 
turfy  mounds,  no  choir,  no  singing  at  the  burial,  but  the  wind 
sighing  in  the  scattei-ed  pines,  and  the  voice  of  the  murmuring 
river  seemed  a  requiem  to  the  departed. 

*  Tlic  liltlo  wooiIh  whci-o  >lolin  Mills  wni»  buried  wns  ubchI  for  a  graveyard  Tor 
inoro  liiuii  tw<>nty  ycnrs.  Thon  Pine  hill  biiryiiiff  prrouiul  was  laid  out,  and  the 
plnco  whore  .Inliii  MWlm  niiil  hin  kindred  lie  nlccpinfr.  Toll  into  vandal  hands.  To- 
dnv.  TcMv  iiornnni*  know  or  droam  that  tho  unHi^hlly  spot  On  the  river  bank,  where 


Willi  hrnkoH  nnd  buflhoA  nre  Kt'<*^vin^,  nnd  irnivel  is  dug  for  tho  roads,  Is  the  last 
irsling  pliU'C  of  Warren*H  nccond  settlor.  The  icriiveyard  was  on  the  east  bank  oi 
the  river,  about  thirty  rmis  liolow  the  old  dcc|i  nolo. 
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As  thoy  approached,  tho  men  took  off  their  liatfi,  iho  four  bioiv 
men  lowerad  the  coffin  by  leathern  Btraps,  and  tlien  all  looked  in. 
'Squire  Copp,  as  the  last  obseqniel  act,  in  tlie  name  of  tlie  bereayed 
family,  thanked  the  people  for  their  kindness  and  attention  to  the 
dead  and  the  living,  and  tlie  procession  i*oturned  to  tlie  lioitso. 

Mrs.  Stevens  Merrill,  Mrs.  Joseph  Patch,  and  other  women, 
had  cooked  a  plain  dinner  of  pork  and  beans  and  Indian  padding 
for  all.  The  mournera  hod  a  little  spirit  to  take,  but  Stevens  Mor- 
rill went  to  the  well  for  pure  water  for  the  others  to  drink.  Tboj 
had  no  pumps  then,  and  ho  found  the  long  sweep  piercing  tlio 
skies;  tho  bucket  swinging  U)  and  ft-o  in  the  wind,  lie  rcaclKHl 
up  and  caught  it,  and  grasping  Uie  polo  drew  it  down  hand  over 
hand  until  the  iron  bound  vessel  almost  touched  tlie  limpid  water, 
fie  paused ;  Uie  mouth  of  the  well  was  sliadcd  and  narrowed  with 
green  mosses  and  slender  ferns,  which  l)oro  on  every  leaf  and 
|X>int  a  drop  of  water  fmin  the  wurito  of  the  liucket.  llelow  tlie 
calm  surface  of  tho  water  appeaix^d  a  reversed  shaft,  having  its 
sides  begemed  with  tlie  moss-bonie  drops  which  with  a  singular 
effect  of  darkened  brilliancy,  shone  like  diamonds  in  a  cave. 
Through  a  small  green  subterranean  orifice  he  could  look  into  the 
nethermost,  luminous,  boundless  space,  a  mysterious,  etherial 
abyss,  an  unknown  realm  of  purity  and  peace  below  tlie  earth,  the 
miiTor  faintly  revealing  the  bright  heaven  above,  the  place  to 
which,  as  he  lielicved,  the  ])ui*o  spirit  of  «Tohn  Mills  had  gone. 
Then  he  drew  up  a  bucket  full  of  clear  water,  spattering  on  all 
the  rocks,  and  returned  to  tho  houRC  whei*e  dinner  was  waiting. 

The  meal  over,  ctuiU  friciul  tried  to  say  a  com  toiling  word 
and  then  went  niouriifnlly  home,  fully  ixializing  that  there  was  no 
spot  on  earth  whei*c  men  could  live  forever,  and  that  death  swift 
and  sudden,  had  stricken  down  one  of  their  nunibtu-  in  Warren. 
TTow  solitary  and  dreary  vvas  tlml  Ikuiho  of  nionniing  when  all  tlio 
fVionds  had  gone  away  home  tVoni  the  funcrnl. 

A  week  later  and  C/aptain  tlohn  Mills'  furlough  was  out,  and 
he  went  away  again  to  the  wars.  Captain  AVilliain  Ihitler  hml 
married  a  Kister  of  the  deceased  man,  and  lienrefortli  he  was  tho 
head  of  the  family. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


ABOUT  A  r.RKAT  ARMY  IN   WAUIIKN ;   HOW  IT    MAItCnED  AND  OOUN- 

tkii-mauciied;  of  tub  PRETry  names  it  was  called,  and 

now   IT  WAS  SUBSISTED. 


In  those  troublouR  times  wlien  all  was  dire  constcniation 
along  the  border,  and  the  sounds  of  war  came  fi*om  every  quarter, 
it  was  necessary  to  keep  u\>  a  powerful  military  force  throughout 
the  country.  Measui-cs,  therefore,  were  immediately  taken  to 
oi'ganize  the  whole  people  into  companies,  regiments,  and  divisions, 
and  the  citizens  of  Warren  must  become  soldiers,  of  course. 

The  scenes  and  expcricnc43s  of  the  old  French  war  and  the 
llovolution  gave  a  maHial  turn  of  mind,  and  when  the  order  came 
to  form  a  military  company  in  our  mountain  liamlet,  they  went  at 
the  work  witli  alacrity. 

•  February  8,  1780,  Obadiah  Clement  was  commissioned  Cap- 
tain of  the  9th  Company  of  the  12tli  Regiment  of  militia,  at  this 
time  commanded  by  Col.  Isi'acl  Moi-ey.  No  sooner  was  the  docu- 
ment placed  in  bin  hands  than  he  innnediately  began  with  his 
usual  energy  to  organize  his  company.  lie  quickly  procured 
connniRsions  for  Lieut.  William  Butler  and  Ensign  EphraimTruo, 
and  then  when  the  time  arrived  ho  warned  Uio  good  inhabitants 
of  Warren,  who  had  much  incraasod  in  numbers,  to  meet  for  May 
training,  armed  and  eqnipi>ed  an  the  law  directs. 

The  place  whei*c  they  were  ordered  to  assemble  was  in  the 
dry  little  (ield  situated  about  half  way  between  Farmer  Joshua's 
and  'Squire  Copp's;  and  on  that  third  Tuesday  of  May,  familiarly 
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known  aa  '*  LitUe  Training  Day,"  every  man,  woman,  and  child, 
almost,  came  together  to  execute  and  witness  tlie  mighty  military 
evolutions  Uiat  wera  to  be  pcrfonncil. 

It  was  one  of  the  bnghtest  of  May  mornings,  a  sanshhij 
breezy  day,  balmy  in  hollows  and  dolls,  and  on  southern  uphiuds, 
but  fi*esli  blowing  on  the  ridges  and  along  tlie  northern  mountalu 
slo|>es.    There  was  music  in  the  air,  for  Uie  robins  sang  in  tho 
maples,  and  Uie  blackbird  and  the  wood  thnisli  warblo4l  tlio  aweot- 
est  mclocly  in  the  white  flowering  sugar  plum  and  the  wild  cliorry 
trees.    Then  the  red  squin*cl  chHttcre<1  in  the  spruces,  uiid  ilio 
hairy  woodi)eckcr  nit-tup-tapiHMl  on  the  hollow  beedi  ti^eo,  or  on 
Farmer  Joshua's   sap-buckets,  not   yet  gathered;  the  partridges 
drummed  on  the  hill-side,  and  the  little  chipmonk — the  striped 
squirrel — sunning  itself  by  its  bun'ough,  stailled  by  the  children, 
uttei*ed  tlie  sliaipest  notes.    Overhead  Uie  swallows,  on  twittering 
wings,  skimmed  along  the  blue  sky,  or  diving  down  with  arrowy 
rush,  laved  for  an  instant  their  wings  in  tho  cool  water  of  Blftdc 
brook  —  the  Mikaseota — and  flew  away  to  their  nests  in  the  log 
bams  of  the  settlers.    Thero  were  flowers  opening  by  tho  path, 
violets  springing  up  by  the  hedges,  dandelions  growing  on  gT^umj 
bunks,  niooHomiHsa,  white  and  o<lon>ns,  skunk  udibage,  mldttr- 
tongucH  putting  ont  in  the  nhmlows  of  tlin  tribes,  making  tiM)  air  ho 
fresh  and  sweet  snioHing,  while  tlie  childi-eu,  shouting  and  laugh- 
ing, chased  the  flrat  goUloii  butterfly,  hunted  biixls'  nests  and  siuiil 
shells,  and  turning  over  stones  and  old  logs,  explored  tlie  haunts 
of  thousands  of  ants,  just  thawed  out  into  life.    Then  they  found 
the  blue-tailed  skink,  the  salmon  colored  salamander  and  Uio  crim- 
son-spotted triton,  along  the  high,  wann  banks  of  little  miuiels, 
and  by  the  loud  lill  that  comes  down  from  Rcech  hill  woods. 

But  hark  I  tlie  drum-beat  is  hoard  in  the  little  Uidning  field, 
and  the  shHU  notes  of  the  flfe  go  piercing  through  the  foresL 
Captain  Obodiah  Clement  is  giving  the  note  of  command  in  clear 
linging  voice,  and  evciy  loiteror  is  hurrying  to  see  tho  company 
dnll. 

It  is  a  beautiful  training  fleld,  Aill  of  churrod  stumps,  andliere 
and  thero  a  great  black  log  heap  not  yet  wholly  burned  up.  Bnt 
Captain  Clement  managed  to  And  a  clear  space  to  draw  up  Ids 
whole  company  in  single  flic,  and  then  the  work  commenced  In 
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^ood  cnniCRt.  The  liont/^nant  nnd  tho  onnigii  took  thoir  placofi,  tlio 
Roi-gonntfl  and  tho  corpomlfl  wore  properly  poRted,  cnro  being  taken 
not  to  ftoloct  too  many,  a«  it  was  neccRWiry  to  have  Rome  privatoR 
as  well  aR  ofTlcerR;  for  the  whole  company  did  not  number  more 
than  forty  men,  though  every  man  and  l)oy  old  enough  to  do  mili- 
tary  duty  waR  preRent,  except  thoRc  who  were  away  in  the  army, 
and  StevenR  Merrill  and  Jonathan  Clement,  who  declared  ''  they 
would  not  train  in  euch  a  string-bean,  slam-bang,  flood-wood,  light 
infantiy  company  as  Col.  Clement  had;  tliey  would  pay  a  fine 
fli-Rt."* 

(/aptjun  Clement  ioU]  IiIr  grandRon,  Jim  Clement,  all  about 
whatbonntifnl  uniforniR  Uiey  wore.  Some  had  rx>rked  hat^,  and 
Ronie  woodchuck  and  wolf  Rkin  capR,  with  the  fur  well  worn  off; 
one  or  two  had  nice  Rtniw  braided  hats  which  Uieir  wives  and 
mothers  liad  made  them.  And  then  there  were  all  kinds  of  coats; 
some  of  which  had  been  in  the  army;  many  had  phort  frocks  of 
every  day  wear,  and  some  did  not  have  anything  over  their  rough 
tow  Rhirt/?.  Their  broechoR  were  almoRt  invariably  of  one  kind, — 
mooRchide,  home  tiinned, —  a  kind  not  easily  worn  out,untomand 
no  holoR  in  the  seat.  MoccaRiuR  were  worn  on  the  feet,  but  some 
of  tho  men,  as  it  was  a  warm  day,  were  barefoot;  their  tough 
RolcR  being  Icrr  liable  to  be  hurt  than  the  moccasins  themselves. 
Tliey  had  belts  of  every  sort  and  kind,  canteens  of  various  pat- 
toniR,  priming  wires  and  bruRhes,  and  well  worn  cartridge  boxes 
that  had  Rccn  service  in  the  old  French  and  Indian  wars,  and  some 
in  the  Itevolution  now  going  on.  Their  guns  were  of  almost  every 
pattern,  muskets,  fowling  pieces,  one  or  two  old  match  locks, 
queen's  arras,  and  some  were  the  very  guns  also  that  Chase 
Whit-chcr  had  procurod  fmm  the  Committee  of  Safety. 

(^iptnin  C/lcnient  Kuid  he  was  betlxM*  dressed  than  the  rest.  Tie 
had  iii*opai*ed  hiniRolf  Air  iho  occAsion.  His  hair  was  not  pow- 
dcix^d,  and  he  had  no  wig  on  his  head.  But  a  wliite  cockade 
gliRtcned  on  his  three-cornered  cocked  hat,  silver  epaulettes 
ronndod  oil'  his  RhoulderR,  hifl  coat  was  faced  wiUi  blue,  a  scarlet 
RHsli  onmmonled  his  waist,  and  his  yellow  buckRkin  breeclioR  were 


•  A  poor  excuse  wns  bettor  tlmn  none.  It  wn«  not  unfo  for  tlicm  lit  that  tlims 
to  Hay  tliov  would  uot  trniu  with  rebel  noldlern,  nnd  no  they  cnllcMl  tho  compAny  all 
manner  of  nanieit,  nnil  enid  It  vrt»  so  monn  they  would  not  be  KCcn  in  It. 
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j^rocod  witli  silvor  lacings.    ITo  iniulo  n  lino  apiKuimnco,  unci  us  his 
said  grandson, ''  Jim/'  woll  expressed  it, ''  He  felt  coinpleto." 

''  To  Uio  right  face,''  was  one  of  the  firKt  commands^  and  the 
men  looked  ''every  which  way/'  ''  £yes  nght,"  the  Captain  soiig 
outy  and  they  all  looked  at  him.  ''  Shoulder  arms/' — tlio  accontro- 
ments  rattled  and  jingled,  and  up  went  musket,  rifle,  fowling^ 
piece,  match  lock,  old  qneen's  arm,  and  tlio  thi^ee  or  four  bayonotSy 
gleaming  '*  like  rotten  mackerel  by  moonlight,"  flashed  in  tlie  bright 
spring  sun.  ''  Shoulder  arms,"  he  shouted  again  in  a  sharp  tone, 
for  some  had  hold  of  the  bi'occh,  some  by  the  small  part  of  tlie 
stock  and  some  by  the  lock ;  but  every  man  looked  blank,  and  diil 
not  shoulder  arms.  Then  he  showed  each  man  how  to  do  it,  and 
soon  they  could  carry  arms  and  present  arms,  ground  arms  and 
arms  aport,  without  the  least  difficulty. 

'*  Music  I"  ordered  the  captain,  and  tlie  drums  beat  again  and 
the  flfo  (louriRliod  wondorfiillv.  "Mark  timol"  and  their  foot 
moved  up  and  down  in  Mm  most  rDiiuirkablo  nmnnnr.  ''To  ilm 
right  face  "—"  To  the  Icafaco"— "Forwanl,"— "  l«1le  in  platoons,'* 
"  hito  RectiouH,"  "  Into  divisions  !"  And  then  tliey  nmiv.he<l  and 
countermarched  in  single  file  and  double  file,  and  four  abreast  in 
quick  time,  in  slow  time  and  in  no  time  at  all.  Then  they  wheeled 
round  the  log  heaps,  and  flanked  the  stumps,  and  circled  round 
the  edge  of  the  clearing  next  to  the  woods,  whero  stoo<1  the 
trunks  of  the  old  trees  that  had  l)eon  killed  by  the  fire.  For  four 
long  hours  thoy  thus  mancenvoixMl,  until  all  woi*e  (M>nvincc<l  tliey 
understood  the  whole  thing  perfectly,  and  could  go  through  every 
sort  of  tactics  ever  thought  of  since  by  Scott  or  TIardee. 

Oh !  how  brave  and  valomus  they  all  ware  I  Captain  Clement 
was  lord  of  all  he  sui'vcycd.  The  mighty  rulers  of  the  town,  the 
selectmen,  in  tlioii*  ofllttial  capacity,  had  nolliiiig  to  do  with  this 
tmining.  Kvon  Simeon  Smith,  the  ti^reat  coiiKtnble  rn>ui  IUmI  Oak 
hill  could  not  interfei'c,  and  Judge  Joshua  Copp  was  a  sergeant  in 
the  ranks.  The  men  fi-om  Ti*ecothick  and  the  neighbonng  rogions 
of  Tlomney,  AVcntworth,  and  "  l^cannount,"  said  to  be  pi*esent  as 
visitors,  had  nothing  to  do  about  it.  Only  the  gi-cat  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  Col.  Isniel  Mon^.y,  the  HuiH^'ioi*  ofFicor,  could  (Mnnniand 
our  brave  and  valiant  captain  in  any  manner  whatever. 

Aiul  now  it  was  high  noon  and  very  wann ;  and  the  comimny 
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being  tirod,  tlioy  wera  dlBmiBsed  for  dinner.  This  cousistod  of 
coni-cokesy  boiled  moose  moat,  nut-cakes  and  such  other  fixings  in 
grcftt  store,  wliich  wives,  Rist^erR,  and  sweotliearU,  had  bronght. 
I'lic  huge  repast  liniHUed  with  a  relish,  and  washed  down  with  a 
"  little  good  west  cndca,"  they  sat  down  to  i*cst  and  became  rihjc- 
(nlors  theniHelvcM.  The  women  gathei'ed  in  knots  and  groups 
under  tlie  trees,  chatted  and  gossipped  as  only  women  can,  and 
tlic  boys  and  gii'ls,  enjoying  themselves,  played  "  goal "  and  "  tag," 
and  "  i>izen,"  and  "  hide  and  seek,"  and  "  blind  man's  bufi*,"  and 
"  Mgh  spy,"  and  "  wolf,"  and  shouted^  and  yelled  till  the  woods 
rang  with  echoes. 

The  music  struck  up  again,  the  di'um-call  was  beat,  and  each 
man  spi-ang  to  arms.  Once  moixs  all  the  evolutions  were  gone 
through  with,  and  tlien  they  thought  they  would  see  how  they 
liked  the  smell  of  powder.  The  guns  wei*e  loaded,  the  command 
was  heard,  "  Make  ready,  aim,  fire  I"  and  bang  went  the  whole  of 
them.  Again  ihvy  lorn  led,  and  again  they  iii'ed,  gi*eatly  to  the  joy 
of  themselves  and  all  the  rest  of  the  |)eople  assembled. 

Caphiin  Clement  would  tell  the  pleasant  story  how  young 
Moses  True,  a  new  comer,  and  some  ixjlation  to  Ensign  Ephraim, 
who  lived  "over  the  river,"  inspired  by  extra  potations  of  good 
grog,  was  niled  with  oxceeding  valor  and  wanl;od  to  show  what  he 
ronlil  do.  So  the  conipiiny  IiuUxmI  and  he  loaded  np  his  great  nms- 
ket  with  a  mighty  blank  cartridge.  Turning  away  his  head,  he 
fired  most  intrepidly  into  the  air;  but  the  blundering  weapon 
recoiled  and  gave  the  valiant  Moses  an  ignominious  kick  which 
laid  him  prosti-ate  with  uplifted  heels  on  the  lap  of  motlier  earth. 
The  company  seeing  that  he  was  not  much  hurt,  applauded  him 
with  the  most  uproarious  laughter,  much  to  his  great  delight,  [of 
course.  I^ut  the  discharge  miule  an  immense  noise;  great  echoes 
came  back  from  all  the  wooded  hills  around,  and  even  the  green 
hcxuls  of  Mooschillock  and  Mount  Carr,  aud  the  other  neighboring 
mountains,  looked  in  with  wondennent  on  the  scone. 

When  the  shmlows  w<ii*e  loiigtheiiing,  and  the  old  tiKJefl  on  the 
edge  of  the  clearing  began  to  seem  distant,  withered,  and  dark, 
with  not  a  leaf  lo  shake  in  the  bixu*/,e,  Captain  C.  halted  his  com- 
pany again,  and  in  a  short  speech  invited  tliem  up  to  his  house  for 
rcfresluncnts.    They  accepted  his  invitation  with  a  loud  choor,  and 
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''single  file,  forward,  march,"  was  a  pleasing  oommand.  Gap- 
tain  Cloment  with  drawn  sword  takes  the  leiul;  the  nnisie  fol- 
lows; the  lifer  llrst,  tlie  tenor  drunnner  second,  and  the  bass  drum- 
mer next,  all  playing  as  loud  as  tliey  can.  Then  Ensign  Kphniim 
True  marches  by  the  colora,  a  red  silk  bandana  handkerchief  upon 
a  pole  improvised  for  the  occasion,  near  the  centra,  while  fat  1  Jeut. 
William  Butler  brings  up  tlie  rear;  the  childi-en  running  before 
juhouting  as  usual ;  Uie  women  and  visitors  following  behind.  Up 
the  bridle  path  by  Joshua  Copp's,  across  Orc-hill  brook,  and  up 
IMack  brook,  in  half  an  hour  tliey  ai-e  at  Wan-en's  little  hotel, 
Captain  C.'s  inn. 

The  Captain's  entertainment  was  plenty  of  pudding,  pork  and 
beans,  with  an  abundance  of  tlie  good  creature  to  wash  them 
down.  Pails  of  toddy  wcro  passed  about.  Old  and  young  men 
and  the  middle  aged  all  drank  that  day,  for  it  was  the  fashion,  and 
even  some  of  tlie  boys  tugging  at  Uie  sloiw  got  Aiddleil  and  tight. 

As  tliey  went  in,  their  spirits  got  elevated,  and  they  made  bar- 
room s|)ee(;hes  and  sang  ])ati*io(ic  Hongs,  which  wem  gixicted  with 
shouts  of  applause.  Then  their  courage  incroascd  and  tlioir 
strengtli  came  and  they  ''  x^^tchcd  quoits  "  and  tossed  great  logs, 
and  lifted  at  "  stiff  heels."  Lieut.  Butler  was  the  strongest  man, 
and  he  picked  up  every  i)erson  who  would  lay  down.  A  ring  was 
formed  and  they  wrestled  '^  to  bucks,"  at  ^*  side  holts,"  and  at 
'^aims  length."  Joseph  Patch,  our  first  settler,  was  the  spryest, 
smartest  man.  They  could  not  kick  his  shins  nor  tituul  on  his  toes, 
and  he  succeeded  in  laying  every  one  who  daivd  step  into  the  ring 
squarely  on  his  back ;  making  both  shoulders  touch  the  ground  at 
Uie  same  time,  lie  was  gi-eat  at  ^' iho  ci-oss  buttock  play"  as  it 
was  called. 

When  they  had  ate  all  they  possibly  could,  and  drank  all  the 
punch  they  could  carry.  Captain  Clcniciit  formed  them  in  line 
again,  tlianked  them  for  their  excellent  behavior  us  soldiers,  and 
then  they  broke  ranks  in  Uie  common  form,  which  is  well  under- 
stood by  militjiry  men. 

At  home  sale,  they  were  ull  much  pleased,  with  their  cuptiun 
especially,  ulso  with  tlic  othor  ofllcei*s,  said  they  had  had  an  excel- 
lent Ume,  uiid  witshed  ^*  liUle  trainiiig  tlay  "  iiii«j>:Iii  citiiie  every 
month  in  the  year. 
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So  much  wci*c  they  rejoiced  that  at  the  voiy  next  town  meet- 
ing, held  July  10,  1780,  they  determined  to  put  a  merited  compli- 
ment on  record,  which  stands  oven  to  the  present  time,  and  is  as 
follows: — 

"  Voted,  That  when  the  oiTlcers  of  tlie  mility  helonging  to  the 
town  are  called  up  on  that  thay  bee  paid  equill  fi'om  the  town. 
In  thare  rank  as  soldiera  highered  by  the  town  for  that  year."* 

An  excellent  vote,  exceedingly  grammatical  and  well  spelled. 

•  Towii  Clerk 'h  Uocnrcln,  Vol.  i.  7. 


•  \ 


CnAPTER  V. 


THAKKSGIVING  DAY ;  OR  HOW  THERE  WAS  FEASTING,  DANCINO   AND 
MERRYMAKINQ  IN  OUR  UAMLET  AMONG  THE  HILLS. 


And  now  the  war  is  over,  and  the  piping  times  of  peace 
have  come.*  How  glad  all  the  people  arc  I  From  the  poorest  man 
that  trapped  in  the  woods  and  fished  in  the  streams,  farmers,  me- 
chanics, merchants,  ministers,  doctors,  lawyers.  Committee  of 
Safety,  and  even  President  Mcshech  Wcarc  himself,  all  rejoiced 
exceedingly.  Such  an  occasion  nuist  not  bo  i>a88cd  by  without 
appropriate  cclcbi-ation,  and  Pi-csidcnt  Weare  up|)oiiitcd  a  thanks- 
giving day  t<)  1k)  o!)Acrv(!d  in  all  the  liUUi  (Uinioc.nu'Jcs  of  the  State. 
The  prodanudionf  went  foHh;  copittn  wem  Kent  lo every  (own 
and  the  one  that  came  to  Warren  was  iK>8tcd  in  Obudiuh  Clement's 
little  bar-room,  so  that  all  could  read  it.  Thanksgiving  days  had 
come  before ;  but  the  oc('4i8i(ni  had  never  been  so  great  as  now, 
even  since  the  first  one,  which  took  i>hux>  Jun(i  I.*),  1G:(2,  and  tlio 
good  people  of  our  mountain  hamlet,  like  all  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
try, rosolvcd  to  cclcbmtc  it  with  the  utmost  eclat.  The  Warren 
folks  (lid  not  nor  never  have  kept  (/linstniuH  or  (iood  Friday  or 
Kastcr,  and  they  had  no  '^  goodings  nor  candles,  clog,  carol,  box  or 
hobby  horse,"  neither  did  they  ornament  their  places  of  worship, 

*  Tito  fliml  duDnitive  treaty  uf  peace  between  the  mother  001111117  and  colouieii 
WOfl  8igue<l  Sept.  3, 1783,  ut  PuriB. 

t  TbanksgivinK  day  was  ou  the  2d  Thuruday  of  December,  17S3.— See  Proc  in 
Sec.  of  State's  oflice. 
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(or  Micy  Uiouji^lit  all  Riich  thingfl  to  1)0  "  Hcailiciiric,  Dcvilrio, 
Droiikciisic  and  Pride."  Yet  tliey  must  have  some  sort  of  festival, 
wlicii  they  could  celebrate  in  the  most  festive  manner ;  they  must 
pay  some  fealty  to  (he  iiniversul  gala  sentiment. 

The  morn  of  that  day  was  waited  with  ex[>ectation,  and  the 
gi-eatest  eagerness.  What  mirth  and  hilarity  should  prevail  I 
Col.  Clement  sent  a  rude  ox  team  clear  down  country  for  supplies, 
and  a  stock  of  the  good  cixMiture  for  the  occasion.  Capt.  William 
Ihider  wiw  dc(4)nnincd  tx)  have  a  grand  (urkey  shoot  and  a  rafllo, 
and  the  young  men  and  maidens  of  the  hamlet  planned  to  have 
something  else  (hat  should  please  them  as  well. 

Every  thing  was  just  so  through  all  the  towns  in  the  State  and 
even  (li(».  r.l(»rk  of  the  woather,  as  (ho  old  tah?  runs,  grew  amiable 
and  determined  to  introduce  a  novelty  for  the  occasion ;  accord- 
ingly long  before  the  dawn  of  the  happy  day,  he  mai'shalod  the 
snow  makei's  who  live,  it  is  said,  somcwhei-e  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Greenland,  and  set  them  about  their  business.  From  midnight 
till  morning  they  were  actively  engaged  in  sifting  a  delicious 
whiteness  uj)on  the  gmy  autumnal  bosom  of  our  mother  earth. 
They  whitened  (he  tnuis  and  the  (ields;  they  covered  the  long 
shingled  roofs ;  they  sprinkled  it  like  feathei's  upon  the  log  walls 
of  (lif«  rabins  and  against  (.Ik^  four-by-six  panes  of  glass,  introduced 
just  about  this  time  into  the  settlement.  In  fact  they  worked  like 
iMMMtes  all  night  t^>  make  everything  look  bright  and  beautiful  as 
]H>8sible  for  tli<».  morning.  Everybody  felt  when  they  woke  u])  in 
happy  surprise  (hat, 

"  Tho  falricp  all  brifflit 
<'>uiin  out  tlint  nlK"t, 
Ah  of  ti  HciiMoii  loiic  nf^o : 
AikI  tlioir  Uwt  on  tlic  groiuul, 
II lid  »  tinkling  Aoiinilf 
As  Uicy  Hcnttorod  tho  milk-white  snow." 

The  little  boys  and  girls  clapped  their  hands  witli  delight,  and 
niai-shaled  out  on  the  hill-side  for  a  gnind  snow-ball  and  coasting 
frolic.  In  the  woods  the  ti*acks  of  the  wild  game  were  beautifully 
distinct  and  the  delighted  sportsman  hurried  away  in  the  early 
morning  to  get  his  share  of  the  partridges,  joyfully  listening  to 
the  "  deep-mouthed  blood  hounds'  heavy  bay,  resounding  "  in  tho 
distance,  and  the  echoes  of  the  fowling  pieces  as  they  brought 
down  the  birds  on  the  wing,  to  make  partridge  {non  for  dinner. 

T 
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Abont  nine  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  nil  the  men  and  hoys  were 
hurrying  away  to  William  Dntlcr's  turkey  shoot.  Tt  was  ont  in 
the  little  field  that  John  Millfl  and  Ron  cleared,  by  (he  hubblinur 
Haiid-rimnied  RpHn<^  nortlumst  fn>ni  liiR  lionHo.  Tlic  (Miptain  luul 
a  fine  lot  of  tnrkeys  iTurcd  willi  f^i-oat  care,  to  ket^p  (lieni  fiinn  Uic 
foxes,  and  he  set  them  up  twenty-five  ix>ds  away  for  shot  guns,  and 
forty  rods  for  rifles.  The  hunters  of  that  time  were  better  marks- 
men than  those  of  the  proscnt  day.  A  Kix)H)ii(*^)  a  shot,  ]iayablo  in 
silver  or  its  equivalent — a  high  price  —  was  what  cm;h  had  to  fMiy. 
Tf  he  had  not  asked  it  he  would  not  liave  made  much,  for  Chase 
Wliitchor,  Joseph  Patch,  and  Obadiah  Clement  were  there,  and 
they  seldom  fired  without  bringing  down  a  bii-d.  They  did  not 
have  to  lie  down  and  sight  slowly  over  a  I'est,  but  brought  their 
guns  rapidly  up  to  their  eyes  and  fii*ed. 

Simeon  Smith  was  them  also,  making  dry  remarks,  and  lleu- 
ben  (/lenient,  the  weird  man,  now  ratlu;r  Urituni,  wiih  seatiHl  on 
the  top  of  a  great  stump  watching  the  S(*om^  Ilcforo  him  was  the 
crowd,  a  jargon  of  voiim^s,  and  an  ocnisional  Khouf .  There  wax 
the  report  of  rillcH,  the  running  to  and  I'm  (d*  men  and  Iniys,  dln- 
jnites  alH)ut  shots,  wniugling  and  wreslling,  the  smell  of  gun- 
powder, and  the  blue  smoke  curling  away  among  the  ti*eo8.  Tie 
saw  the  brooks  which  rippled  and  murmni'ed  as  they  ran  fW>m  the 
springs  throngh  their  white  and  shining  snow-cove]*od  banks,  and 
the  river  that  tossed  and  heaved  as  it  hurried  on  among  its  snow- 
cap]>ed  bouldci*s  and  sent  a  dull  sullen  roar  to  the  neiglil>onng 
hills.  On  his  right,  blue  foi-est-covcred  Mount  Can*  shone  white 
and  glistening  under  tlui  morning  sun  ns  a  frostxid  cake,  while  in 
the  north,  above  the  huge  ti*e(*.s  of  Ihe  almost  inlerminable  forest, 
old  MoosehilIo(*k  in  snow  rears  his  rugged  forehead.  lOvery  one 
before  him  seemed  to  fcol  well,  and  many  a  man  who  could  not 
shoot  a  turkey,  ciirried  one  away  which  Ik;  had  won  at  the  rafilo. 

At  home  the  wiv(ss  and  ttonicly  bnxom  danghlei*s  Avere  nuiking 
mighty  pi*eparations  for  the  feast.  The  door-yards  had  been 
]ncked  up  and  set  in  ord(M',  Ihe  house  had  Ihumi  ch^aniul,  Iho  floors 
scrubbed  white,  the  beaulifully  (M;iliMl  walls  were  of  spotless 
]mrity,  and  the  newly  Kcounul  pcwleron  the  optui  di*esscr  ghuimetl 
and  fltished  in  the  bright  light  of  the  gr(^at  kiU-Jicn  lirc-pl:uM). 

The  turkeys  and  other  barn-yard  fowls  were  killed  and  pulled 
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ycstorclftjr ;  tlio  partHdges  bronght  in  this  moniiiig  aiX5  nindo  ready. 
And  ilion,  what,  a  mixint^f  of  pnddinti^fl  of  Mm  r!rlio«t  composition ; 
what  pioH  at'O  niadf^  pumpkin,  cnRtai*dy  apple,  and  mince,  minns 
Hio  iwfllnfl,  l)nt.  plenty  of  swoet.enin«if,  for  Mioy  made  maple  sn^ar 
flion  iw  now  in  «^i*ea(.  alnnidance;  Mie  (rliiclvon  and  paririd<^  piofl, 
tlie  bent  of  all.  What  aikcR  of  trnnRcondcnt  brilliance,  and  bread 
of  the  moRt  exquisite  fineness,  from  flour  ground  at  William  But- 
ler's nn'll.  The  oven  door  opens  and  shuts,  well  stuffed  turkeys, 
and  pieM,  and  rakes,  and  bn^ad,  f^o  in,  and  odors  most  dfilieious 
and  mouth-melting,  inexpressible,  fill  the  house.  AVhat  glowing 
looks  were  (here.  AVhal  spetMilalions,  eontrivanees,  and  antieipa- 
(ions  in  those  milk-and-honey  (lowing  kitchens.  They  have  found 
the  richest  cheose  in  (he  whole  cheese-room  by  tisting,  and  the 
purest  and  swet^test  butter  is  moulded  in  small  cakes,  and  im- 
printed with  ])att4'rns  of  the  most  elegant  figui-e.  In  fine,  what 
f»(rort>*  are  nuwle  that  all  should  e.^perience  the  wonders  and 
delightjj  of  this  our  delirious  little  mountain  (Canaan. 

Ft  is  told  how  on  that  day  thei-e  was  visiting  and  merry-making, 
that  Joseph  I*atch  went  home  to  his  father-in-law's,  Mr,  Stevens 
Nfcrriirs  and  that  .Toslnia  </Op[»  and  Joshua  Nferrill,  also  went 
down  there  to  <«at  thanksgiving  supper.  Then  all  the  Clements 
assembletl  at  Col.  Obatliairs,  all  the  WhiU^hers  at  John's  on  I*iue 
hill ;  Simeon  Smith  and  his  friends  were  social  on  Ued  Oak  hill, 
and  the  Chirks  and  the  liUnds  had  a  merry-making  over  at  Charles- 
ton,* and  down  by  Eastman  ponds. 

The  good  man  and  his  wife  went  to  these  hilarious  meetings  of 
families,  parent.s  and  children,  gmnd-pai*ents  and  grand-children, 
uncles  and  c4>nsins,  riding  double  on  the  good  old  lioi'Se  that  had 
done  them  so  nuu'li  service  in  the  woods;  oflen  carrying  tlie 
youngest  childnMi  in  their  arms,  while  the  elder  children  trudged 
along  the  rongli  bridle-paths  on  foot.  What  a  welcome  they  got; 
what  lively  saluliitions.  The  lioi-se  went  to  the  barn, — "  Come  in!" 
—  otr  came  hat^,  e4ips,  bonnets,  shawls,  and  great^-coatA, — "Sit 

*  ChitrlrHloii.-  Mv.  Niilliiiiiirl  l<ililN\v,  on  n>:iiliiif;  Uio  nilvniit'i;  rtlii'cU  or  lliin 
work,  hiiiti  lir  know  wliv  <:iiiirl«*M|on  w.mm  ho  riill«*i|,  lli;il.  II.  whm  iiniiiiMl  nfU'r  riinrlcH 
nowlrx,  wlio  oiicf>  IivimI  ill  lluit  «U>i<!rl:ilil(*  iv^ioii.  IIowIim  only  f«top|MMl  tlicro  A 
Hliort  tinio,  nnd  mmiiI  he  wtiH  riifcliloncMl  nwny  liy  the  hnniennc  hiill-n'ogfl  which 
InhnhiUMl  Taiicton  l.'ikn;  tliat every  ni^ht hi* co'uM  hoartheni  pinging  out, '' ChnriM 
Uowlen!  (^linrlen  n<»wleH!  We  are  a  rninhiff,  we  nro  a  eonilngi  l)on't  run,  «lon*t 
ninr— nnd  (linl  ho  woiihl  not  ntny  there  for  the  whole  dietrict.  Ills  (VIeuds 
laughed  nt  him  nnd  c^illod  the  place  Charles'  town— .Charleston. 
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down!"  —chatting  and  talking  and  asking  after  the  health  of  this 
one  and  that  one  all  the  time. 

The  men  go  out  for  an  honr  while  the  table  is  being  set;  they 
go  about  the  little  clearings  —  the  arable  land,  the  mowing  and 
pastnre  are  shown,  and  the  questions,  how  mnrli  they  can  niiso; 
how  many  trees  they  shall  full  next  year ;  how  the  young  applo 
and  plum  trees  flourish ;  and  whetlicr  or  not  tlie  climate  is  too  cold 
for  them ;  what  huntings  tliey  would  have  this  winter ;  wliat  fine 
steel  traps  and  guns  and  smart  powder  they  had  got,  and  a  host 
of  others  were  all  freely  discussed. 

In  the  house  tlie  hostess  shows  the  women  folks  mnnd  —  to 
the  cheese  and  butter  room :  to  the  weave  i*oom  where  such  nice 
cloth  is  made,  and  then  they  talk  about  fattening  calves  and  rear- 
ing poultry;  the  growing  of  vegotiiblcs,  of  fruit,  and  flowers,  and 
of  the  nice  things  they  would  get  fi-oni  down  country,  when  their 
husbands  went  down  U)  Porl^niouHi  and  N(v\vburyiM>r(  with  the  ox 
teams,  carrying  (he  butttu*,  cJieest*.,  and  wheat,  the  Kluuqi's  |M)1U, 
moose  and  deer  skins,  and  all  tlie  rich  iieltries,  the  protluctof  tlieir 
husbands'  hunting  in  the  woods. 

In  an  hour  the  settlers,  (Joking  that  they  areJaAtiid  of  their 
wives'  tongues  if  they  did  not  come  bat'.k  in  season ;  that  they  did 
not  want  any  diinier,  not  a  bit;  they  wmx)  only  afraid  of  glutting  a 
scolding,)  make  Uieir  api)earance. 

And  now  all  are  seated  ai-ound  the  table.  What  a  dinner  I 
The  gi*eat  mealy  jKitatoes  uiti  smoking  hot,  the  fut  turkey  carved 
in  tlie  most  admirable  manner,  the  i-ich  gravy  steaming  beside  it, 
and  the  venison  on  Stevens  MennlFs  board,  fiiniishcd  by  Joseph 
Patch,  a  most  tempting  dish.  TIow  excellent  is  the  stuffing,  what 
cool  crystalline  water  to  drink,  and  what  good  *'  old  west  cndea," 
out  of  tilt!  stone  bottles  Inrnislied  by  Ool.  (/loiiiont.,  so  exiiileniting 
to  set  them  all  aglow. 

How  much  they  eat ;  how  fast  the  bounteous  store  disappears ! 
One  would  think  no  rdRi>ect  could  be  paid  to  the  chicken  and  par- 
tridge pie,  the  ]iluni  pluddingH,  Hwc;et  c^ikns,  pics  of  nil  kinds,  most 
delicious  sauces,  maple  lion(;y,  butUM'  and  clu'ost^  the  nic^^st  and 
richest.  But  he  would  be  greatly  mistaken.  They  share  the  same 
fate  as  the  fivBi  course,  disapi^earing  amid  the  most  hearty  laugh- 
ter, sharp  jokes,  and  '^  mother  wit  of  the  keenest  kind.*' 
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Supper  over,  Uie  liours  (ly  8win,  piiflHcd  witli  pIonsaiitricR  and 
^Iowin(>f  conversation.  By  sunset  tlioy  ai*o  all  safe  at  home  again. 
Every  body  in  the  iownsliip  has  enjoyed  this  tlianlcsgiving ;  ail 
have  feasted  to  their  lieart's  content;  there  is  not  a  ])overty 
stricken  C4ibin  in  the  hamlet. 

in  the  evening  the  young  boys  and  girls  of  neighboring  fam- 
ilies get  together  and  pass  a  pleasant  hour,  playing  *^  blind  man's 
buff,"  **  run  round  the  chimney,"  and  "  button,  button,  who  has 
got  the  button?" 

But  the  older  youths  and  blushing  maidens,  and  tlic  young 
men  and  their  wives,  as  we  said  befoi*e,  had  determined  to  spend 
the  evening  in  another  way.  It  was  dark  when  they  began  to 
assemble  in  Obadiah  Clement's  gvc&t  kitchen  and  little  bar-i*oom, 
the  only  iun  in  the  hamlet.  The  windows  were  all  bright-lighted, 
}is  they  came  out  of  the  woods  in  the  little  clearing.  Entering 
tliey  found  a  great  lire  burning  in  the  cavernous  fire-place.  A 
huge  green  back-log,  live  feet  long,  a  great  forcstick  of  half  the 
size,  and  a  "  high  cob-work  of  refuse  and  knotty  wood,"  blazed 
and  roared,  and  crackled,  sending  up  a  bright  and  golden  flame, — 
tlie  black  smoke  hurrying  away  out  doors  all  the  time  through  the 
great  flue  of  the  immense  stone  chimney.  They  sit  down  to 
warm  themselves.  The  wood  sings,  the  sap  drops  on  the  hot 
stones  hissing  and  crackling  and  great  red  coals  roll  out  on  the 
hcarlli,  glininMM'ing,  sparkling,  glisU*ning. 

Moses  Copp  and  his  handsome  sister,  8arah,  with  several 
other  brothel's  and  sisters,  came  lirst;  and  Joseph  Merrill  and 
some  of  his  sisters,  Captain  Butler  and  wife,  and  pi*etty  Anna 
Mills  who  lived  with  them,  Joseph  Patch  and  wife,  two  sons  of 
Simeon  Smith,  and  othera  from  that  neighborhood;  some  of 
Kphraim  True's  grown  up  cliildren,  who  u^ed  to  be  as  wild  as 
partridges.  Chase  Whitcher  and  his  wife,  from  the  Summit, 
and  numerous  othera  came,  for  unity  and  harmony  once  mora  pre- 
vailed now  the  war  was  over. 

Keuben  Clement,  who  could  not  keep  away  from  the  turkey 
shoot,  must  also  aUxiiid  the  ball ;  but  all  the  evening  stubbornly 
rafused  to  dance,  for  he  was  an  odd  genius,  as  we  have  gently 
intiniatcul  befon*. 

The  hall  was  the  long  unflnishod  kitchen,  having  its  naked 


310  HISTORY    OP   WAlUiliN. 

timbers  overhead  oraamented  with  boughs  of  B[>i*uce  aud  hemlock 
and  festoous  and  wreatlis  of  evergreen.  Tallow  caudles  in  wooden 
blocks  wei*e  placed  in  the  distant  coi^ners,  that  every  part  might 
be  well  illuminated. 

How  pretty  they  were  all  dressed !  What  a  variety  thera  was 
too.  There  were  styles  that  had  come  into  being  in  the  backwoocU, 
and  old  styles,  and  new  styles,  and  no  styles  at  all.  There  were 
flashy  prints,  bought  down  country,  goo<l  blue  woolen  dresses, 
and  tow  and  linen  skirts  of  beautiful  coloi*8,  and  strii>ed  aud 
checked  linen  waists.  All  had  necklaces  of  gold,  glass,  or  waxen 
beads.  Their  headnlresscs  wore  simple  and  plain,  oilencst  their 
hair  neatly  aiTanged  witliont  ornament.  Their  shoes  were  of  the 
best  pattern,  sometimes  strii)cd  with  a  white  welt. 

The  belles  of  the  evening  were  Anna  Mills  and  Sanih  Copp. 
The  latter  wore  a  bright  blue  woolen  dresn,  a  little  short  witli  a 
red  border  at  the  bottom,  a  white  linen  apron,  with  flowers 
elaboi'ately  wrought  with  her  own  needle  on  tlie  lower  comers, 
pure  white  woolen  stockings,  a  pair  of  neatly  fitting  moccasins, 
tight  laced  al>out  the  small,  well  turned,  delicate  ankles;  her 
plump  arms  bare,  a  golden  clasi>ed  bracelet  on  one  of  them ;  ou 
her  neck,  a  stiing  of  gold  beads;  her  dark  and  shining  hair 
close  braided  and  only  oraamented  with  a  sprig  of  evergi*eeu 
twined  in  one  of  the  heavy  plaits.  Her  complexion  was  clear, 
bright  blue  eyes  tliat  sparkled,  white  regular  teeth,  lips  of  cherry 
red,  and  plump  rosy  cheeks.  Anna  Mills  was  also  plainly  but 
neatly  dressed.  She  was  light  and  agile  in  form,  as  llie  wild  doe; 
had  Hushing  black  eyes,  and  a  wealth  ol' raven  ti'csses.  Uoth  were 
much  sought  after,  and  they  never  lacked  a  partner  for  the  dance. 

The  young  gentlemen  of  the  settlement  were  also  dressed  in 
tlie  most  remarkable  manner  for  a  ball.  Moses  ('opp  litul  on  a 
portion  of  his  old  Continental  uniform,  ('ol.  (/lenient^  mine  host, 
wore  his  miliUu'y  coat,  and  •lonatlian  ('lenient  kept  on  his  hat,  Un 
immense  one,  through  the  whole  occasion.*  Then  the  short  frocks 

*  Wearing  a  IlfU. — •Jounthan  Cluiuttiit  aliiiost  litunilly  tttiiHit/x  \vo\ti  his  lint.  He 
kept  it  on  ut  niuul  tiiiiC8,  at  luwii  iiicctiiiKt>»  i»  ri'liK>*>^><*  iiieoliiiKit,  and  in  |>rui»ciico 
of  every  one  lie  met,  liigli  ur  low.  U  wa8  the  ilrnt  arliclc  ul'  rhithiug  he  put  on  in 
the  niorninK)  and  the  lant  he  took  off  at  nitfht.  N.  Lihbcy  wint  to  Mr.  C.V  tuveni 
at  luiUuiglit  lor  u  pint  of  mm,  rapped  at  the  door,  and  when  naid  landlonl  came, 
the  only  article  of  dress  be  had  put  ou  was  his  hat.  But  the  slierin*  kuockeil  it  off 
for  him  in  high  Court  oue  day,  to  his  intiuite  disgust,  aud  Mr.  C.  lind  a  fearful 
hatred  of  courts  ever  alter.— Nathaniel  Libbey's  statement. 
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wofo  pix)soiit,  tiickod  out  of  the  way  inside  of  the  iiioopehido  and 
biiclvRkiii  brocdicH.  T]icro  were  lon^  Ktockings  and  many  a  pair  of 
Hilver  shoe  and  knee  buckles,  and  the  tough  moosehide  moccaains 
were  the  easiest  things  in  tlie  world  to  dance  in.  Their  hair  was 
not  |M)wdered,  they  had  no  wigs;  onr  settlnrs  did  nol  fnke  to  such 
thhigs;  but  Col.  Olnment,  as  dhl  sonu;  other  ehlerly  men  at  the 
time,  wore  a  (|uene,  handsomely  tied  wilh  an  eel  skin. 

Uut  they  were  a  happy  company  if  they  were  rather  oddly 
droKscMl.*  The ro  were  Mmilrs  mid  jokeH,  and  bright  sayings,  and 
when  Moses  True,  the  youth  who  made  smrh  a  heroic  noise  on 
'*  little  tiiiining  day,''  took  his  seat  upon  a  high  bench  iu  the  back 
entry-way,  at  the  farther  end  of  tlie  kitchen,  violin  in  hand,  the 
whole  i)arty  leajied  ui>  at  the  wagging  of  his  flddle-sti(;k,  and  took 
their  places  on  the  floor.  Then  soil  music  arose  in  Obadiah  Clem- 
ent's old  kil4*Iien,  and  happy  hearts  and  nimble  feet  kept  time  to 
the  merrv  strain. 

By-and-by  they  had  a  sliglit  refreshment,  and  the  "  milk  toddy  " 
and  '*  egg-nog,"  mild  drinks,  were  passed  i*ound  and  disappeared 
in  vast  quantities.  On  this  their  spirits  rose.  The  young  men 
shulHed  and  kicked  most  vigorously,  and  now  and  then  gave  a 
hearly  smack,  in  all  honesty  of  soul,  to  their  buxom  partners. 
Then  they  used  the  step  called  **  shuflle  and  turn  "  and  **  double 
trouble,"  and  cut  many  a  lively  fantasy  as  the  short  hours  wore 
mpidly  away. 

Lsite  in  the  night  some  of  the  dancers  got  tired  and  two  young 
gentlemen,  tlonathau  llarbord  aiuIMicholas  Whitenum,  who  had 
recently  come  to  town,  laid  <lown  by  the  bar-ix>om  iii*e  to  itsst 
theniselves.  irenbcn  Clement.,  who  htul  wat4'hed  them  all  the 
evening,  said  in  a  quiet  way  that  he  *^  knew  they  nuist  be  fatigued, 
exceedingly  weary,  they  could  not  be  tight,  nothing  of  the  kind, 
for  they  had  not  drank  more  than  a  quart  of  good  rum,  each." 

The  cock  crowed  in  the  barn ;  the  shrill  cry  was  aiiswcitHl 
from  the  nearest  farm-yard,  down  at  Jonathan  Clement's,  and  then 
the  dancing  ceased,  for  Moses  True,  the  goo<l  tiddler,  wjis  moiX3 
tired  than  all  the  rest. 

Some  who  resiiled  farthest  away,  resolved  to  stay  all  lught 
and  go  home  by  daylight.  But  those  who  lived  down  the  valley 
towards   Ued  Oak  hill,  were  olF  in  the  shortest  time  possible. 
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Some  rocle  on  hoi-seback,  but  Uie  most  walked ;  and  Joseph  Mer- 
rill waited  upon  Sarah  Copp,  and  Moses  Copp  went  home  with 
Anna  Mills.  Now  and  then  they  were  startled  by  the  cries  of  tho 
wild  denizens  of  this  new  country.  An  owl  hooted  fh>m  a  great 
hemlock  by  tlie  path,  there  was  a  wild-cat  crying  over  by  Black 
brook,  the  Mikasoota,  and  a  wolf  howled  in  Beech  hill  woods. 
Yet  it  was  only  Nature's  music  to  the  settlora.  They  did  not  fear; 
they  loved  the  beautiftil  night,  for  the  crescent  moon  was  not  yet 
set  behind  Sentinel  mountain  in  the  west;  the  dark  vault  above 
them  was  powdered  with  stars,  and  they  saw  Aldebaran,  Lyra, 
Onon,  and  the  Pleiades,  holding  their  silent  course  tlirougli  tbo 
heavens. 

Thero  was  not  much  labor  jierformed  in  the  settlement  next 
day,  for  nobody  got  up  very  early  tliat  morning.  Yet  every  one 
was  content,  and  always  maintained  that  this  was  the  happiest 
Thanksgiving  ever  known  in  Wanxsn. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


THE  FIRST  SCHOOLS  OF  WAIlllKN;  OU  HOW  TIIK  YOUNO  IDEA  WAS 
TAIK5HT  TO  ail(M)T;  ANI>  OF  A  CKHTAIN  OH.  MUCH  USED  IN  YE 
ANCIENT  DAYS. 

VeNEIIABLE  and  much  to  bo  respected  are  ye  worthy 
men  of  ancient  times,  wlio  had  the  public  good,  the  prosperity  of 
the  State  at  heart.  Benning  Wentworth  and  tlie  honorable  pro- 
prietors of  our  mountain  hamlet,  next  to  the  cause  of  religion,  as 
we  have  before  mentioned,  believed  in  public  education.  So  in 
addition  to  the  o titer  i*eservatioiis  in  the  charter  for  graat  and  good 
puiposes,  tlie  excellent  governor  provided  that  one  share  in  the 
township  of  Warren  should  bo  resoi'vcd  "  for  the  benefit  of  a 
school  in  said  town  forcvcr." 

The  propt  10(4)1*8,  tw  bnlbro,  sorondod  Mio  ^ovoni(n''s  g<Kul  inten- 
tion, and  in  the  dmwing  of  the  lots,  No.  3  in  Uie  f)th  llange,  1st 
Division,  and  No.  if),  in  the  7th  llange,  2d  Division,  were  devoted 
to  the  cause  of  education.* 

Yet  it  was  many  years  before  any  revenue  could  bo  derived 
from  the  lands  thus  appropriated,  and  the  children  of  the  hamlet 
would  have  grown  up  in  the  most  lamentable  ignorance  if  they 
had  waited  for  an  education  till  the  lots  got  productive. 

Our  stunly  settlei-s,  before  whose  strokes  the  forest  bowed, 
could  all  read  and  write,  as  is  well  attested  by  the  old  documents 
that  have  come  down  to  us,  and  they  conld  not  bear  the  thoughts 
that  their  darling  oflspring  should  be  de])rived  of  a  good  educa- 
tion. 


*  Otiicr  IniidH  wore  f*ci  n|mrt  for  school  purpOHOR,  fur  nccounl  or  which  nee 
Appendix. 


\ 
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Yot  thoy  wont  at  the  work  in  ratlior  of  a  nogligont  and  cliUi- 
toty  manner;  now  ami  then  supporting  a  i>rivate  school  In  some 
settler's  cabin,  and  then  letting  whole  years  go  by  without  any 
school  at  all.  But  now  the  town  being  so  well  organized,  thoy 
began  to  agitate  the  subject  of  oi>eni ng  a  public  school.  But  it 
was  only  agitation  at  first,  and  tlien  an  attempt  which  was  a  fail- 
urn.  At  the  aniuml  assembly  of  the  riti/x'.ns,  otliorwisc  tudleil  tlie 
town  mo<iting,  for  17KI,  \uM  Muirli  "J'Jy  it  was  ''  put  (o  vote  to  im« 
if  the  town  would  niiso  money  to  hujlicr  S4*Jiooling,  and  it  jKixMod 
U)  the  (MUitniry."*  The  nanic  Ihing  lmp|MnMHi  at  Ihi*  town  ni«H)lliif( 
held  Maixsh  0,  17K2.  The  inhabitants  felt  an  though  the  bunions  of 
taxation  were  heavy,  and  they  could  not  atfonl  to  raise  money  in 
addition  to  what  thoy  luul  to  ])ay  tit  build  niads,  to  funiish  soldien, 
to  miso  town  supplies,  and  ]>ay  the  State  and  Continental  taxtsa. 
Some  said  —  and  there  are  always  a  few  of  thut'sort  inovery  enter- 
prise  — ''  O,  why  can't  we  have  private  schools?  We  have  always 
got  along  well  enough  so  far  with  those." 

But  next  year,  when  they  could  see  the  war  drawing  to  a 
close  and  peace. beginning  to  dawn,  they  voted  almost  unanimonsly 
to  raise  six  iK>unds  sterling  ''  to  higher  scliooling  this  year."  At 
a  subsequent  meeting  held  May  5,  178:(,  *"'  voted  to  lay  out  tliin 
money  tlmt  is  mised  this  prescmt  year,  in  hiring  a  woman  school y*^ 
also  '^  voted  to  begin  said  school  the  twc^ntycth  of  May  enstant." 
And  finally,  'Woted  to  kcc))  said  m^hool  at  Stevens  Men-il I 's  fortius 
present  year." 

In  Uiose  times  the  selectmen  wore  chai-ged  wilh  the  duty  of 
liiriug  a  Kclioolmarni  and  providing  licr  a  HuiUil»!o  boarding  placi!. 
They  immediately  commcncetl  their  labor.  Fii-st  they  looked  over 
the  liamlet,  but  found  no  one  (pialiHcd  whom  they  could  engage. 
They  then  journeyed  in  the  neighboring  lands — to  Wentwortli  — 
whei'O  thoy  met  with  no  better  success,  and  thence  on  horseback  to 
the  region  called  Oxfoi-d,  now  Ortbrd.  T!iei*e  they  hired  Miss 
Abigail  Arling,  and  she  i)romi8ed  to  be  on  hand  at  (he  appointed 
time.  May  20.  Ueturning  home,  they  fitted  up  the  school  i*oom  in 
the  most  subsUnlial  niuniicr.  It  was  in  one  end  of  Mr.  Merrill's 
barn, —  a  rough  school  liouso  but  good  enough  for  the  liot  summer. 


*  Town  Clerk'a  RecordB,  Vol.  1. 
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A  rude  table  aud  chair  for  Uie  schoolmarm  wiw*  Rct  on  one  side  by 
an  open  i)lncc  where  a  window  sliould  1m?.  Thoi*e  were  no  desks 
for  the  RcholarB,  and  the  seat.s  were  planks  placed  upon  ixiugh  logs. 

Fii-st  day  of  school  in  the  country — who  does  not  i-ecollect  it? 
The  8cholai*s  ai-e  up  bright  and  early  in  the  morning,  faces  washed, 
hair  combed,  dinners  and  books  ])acked  up  roady  to  bo  olT  the 
moment  they  can  get  i)erinission,  so  as  to  get  the  first  choice  of 
seats,  it  is  so  now ;  it  was  so  then;  and  from  the  Height  o'land, 
Tine  hill,  Unnaway  pond,  and  the  Sunnnit,  the  cliildnMi  tJiat  morn- 
ing tnidg(*d  merrily  along  tin;  bridle  paths  and  tott?  road.  They 
did  not  think  ho  nincli  of  traveling  a  short  distance  tlien,  as  now, 
and  they  could  walk  by  the  paths  easier  than  the  settlers  in  the 
land  of  TreroMiirk,  now  KIIhwoHIi,  (U)uld  r^nne  up  by  (Jlen  jiondH 
and  over  Mount  (?arr,  as  they  often  did,  visiting.  What  if  a  moose 
was  killed  that  very  summer  near  the  mouth  of  the  Mikaseota,  and 
Joshua  Merrill  sliot  a  wolf  by  Cold  brook,  tliat  came  howling  along 
down  from  Blue  ridge,  and  they  themselves  tracked  beara  in  the 
muddy  path;  they  did  Jiot  mind  it  much,  for  they  wei*e  used  to 
such  tilings.  They  were  born  in  the  woods;  the  hills  and  the 
valleys,  the  wild  (lowei-s  of  summer,  the  mottled  fawns  and  young 
rabbits  that  lived  among  tJie  evergreens,  and  the  swift  water?  of 
the  glens  were  their  live-loug-day  companions,  and  they  went 
happily  home  to  their  bean-pomdge  supper  and  a  bed  as  simple,  as 
their  gannents.  The  young  Copps,  the  Clarks,  and  the  Lunds, 
the  Whi tellers.  Trues,  Tatches,  Clements,  and  Merrills,  made  a 
numerous  school,  and  flioy  liked  the  srJioolmarm,  for  she  was 
gentle  and  good  and  did  not  anoint  IJieir  backs  nuich  with  the  oil 
of  birch,  U^  sharpen  llicir  wii-s. 

They  did  not  have  many  visitors  nor  any  superintending  or 
prudential  committee;  but  one  day  when  the  gohleii  rays  of  the 
sun  streamed  through  the  great  cracks  of  tlie  barn,  reflecting  the 
myriful  of  particles  ever  floating  like  things  of  life  in  the  air,,  and 
the  swallows  were  twittcn-ing  in  their  nests  on  the  ribs  of  the  roof, 
Stevens  Merrill,  who  had  been  swingling  flax  in  a  shed  near  by, 
followed  by  his  dog,  looked  in.  An  involuntary  murmur  of  sur- 
prise and  gladness  went  round  the  school-room,  for  the  chi]di*en 
could  see  through  the  netted  tow  and  whiteish  down  that  covered 
his  hat,  clothes,  and  face,  like  a  thin  veil,  a  happy  smile  of  ap- 


•  '^-.^ 
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proval,  which  thoy  did  not  always  got  from  hiiiu  llicir  staclics 
wuri)  iiM  Hiiiiplo  iiH  tlioir  K<:luM)l-nMmi.  It  did  not  iieqniru  ^' iiiiHdi 
hook  loi'uiiig"  to  toach  school  in  tliosc  days.  The  VmxUer  and 
Primer  wore  the  only  hooks  used,  and  "  ituulin',  ritin',  aud  'rith- 
metio/'  the  lattor  loimicd  hy  I'ote,  woi-c  tho  only  lUMSoinplisliiiioiitii 
required. 

Ahigail  Arling  rcooivcd  three  ponnds  for  teaching  that  school 
twelve  weeks.  William  lUitler  wiih  paid  two  |)Ounihf  fourtooii 
shillings  for  boarding  the  schoolmai'm,  and  Stevens  Merrill  got  six 
shillings  rent  for  Ids  school-room.* 

Once  begun  our  settlers  did  not  falter  in  the  work.  The  next 
year  they  formed  themselves  uito  a  union  district,  voted  to  build 
them  a  school-house  in  which  to  teach  the  young  ideahowto  slioot, 
cliose  a  building  committee  who  calleil  i\\ion  each  man  for  Uibor 
and  lumber  as  fast  as  wanted,  and  in  less  tlian  six  months  the 
house  was  finished  and  furnished. 

ft  was  a  fnimcd  building  wilii  i*ongh  benches  and  desks  for  Uic 
scholars.  A  huge  stone  lire-place  occupied  one  end,  and  the  wmlls 
were  sealed  with  white  pine  boaixls,  instead  of  l>cing  plastered. 
It  wiis  Icm'^iUmI  by  the  (4)(4)  ro:ul,  a  liHIe  above  the  pntnt^nt  milnmil 
crossing,  north  of  the  dc|>oi,  and  was  right  in  Ihe  heart  of  the 
wildeniess.f 

Nathaniel  Knight  taught  tho  first  school  in  it ;  and  to  him  three 
families  sent  twenty-five  scholare.  He  was  an  excellent  teacher,  a 
splendid  penman,  and  the  most  authentic  trmlition  has  it  tluit  he 
applied  the  bii-ch  in  the  most  magniticcnt  manner,  as  was  common 
in  old  times.  Yet  ho  had  a  pleasant  winning  way  with  him,  and 
the  scholars  liked  his  school  and  its  surroundings. 

He  commenced  in  the  autumn;  but  befora  the  term  closed 
tho  snow  camo,  and  then  the  boys  took  their  sledrt  of  broad  mn- 
nei'ed,  Ihmie  work  pallorn,  along  witli  thoni,  ollen  giving  their 


*  AiiK'^i  I7H:{.    rui<l  lo  AWiKuil  Ailing,  llirtH*  |m»uii(Ih  lor  Iwclvo.  winrkH* 

schooling 800 

Paid  U)  Williuin  llutlcr,  twu  puiinda  ruuitucii  uhUlingH  time  Tor  bounliiig 

ttchool  iuititi-0tt8 i  14  0 


WILLIAM  lU'TLKU,  i  ^^-'ccuneu. 


David  Craig  once  got  Uiree  uhillingd  room  rent  lor  n  hcIiooI.— Sclectmen'« 
Kecordtf,  Vol.  i. 

t  Tho  windows  wore  of  mica  or  iainglabH,  whicli  wnn  ol)taiiied,  as  tradition  liiu» 
it,  ou  llcccli  liill.    Uoo<i  isinglass  or  mica  is  nuw  worth  #1'2,00(>  per  ton. 
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lU.I.U*  HiHtiorH  a  rido,  and  at.  iioon-tiino,  just  an  tlio  boyR  go  to  Bocch 
hiU  HOW,  they  wont  out  on  tlio  liill-Hidoft, — tlio  nliarp  \}\U'h  down  f-o 
tlin  moat*  or  to  the  long  declivity  down  to  the  bank  of  Black 
bi'ook,  for  a  coaflting  frolic. 

When  the  crust  was  hard  and  sparkled  in  the  wintei^'s  sun, 
then  boys  and  girls  togothor  enjoyed  the  exciting  sport.  Up  hill 
nimbly  climbing;  down  hill  flying  swifl  as  an  arrow,  scranching 
and  goring  the  fro/xin  snow.  The  wind  whistles  by  their  oars, 
their  hair  Htrcams  far  ba(;k  as  they  come  down  on  their  light- 
winged  sleds,  and  the  fine  grail  craunchod  and  scored  by  the  riui- 
ners,  glances  up  in  their  faces  and  furzxss  their  clothes  and  hair. 
They  leap  the  hollows  and  mount  the  swelling  ridges,  gliding  on 
swifter,  faster,  surer,  than  the  snug  trimmed  yacht  before  a  spank- 
ing breeze  flies  through  the  troughs  and  over  the  crests  at  sea. 

Nathaniel  Knight  also  taught  the  following  summer,  and  the 
children  loved  besides  (lie  school  the  pleasant  woods  full  of  sweet 
sounds,  and  damping  brooks,  and  cold  crystalline  springs,  all 

about. 

It  is  very  inl^eresting  for  young  |»ersoii8  to  know — elderly  peo- 
ple need  not  iX2ad  this  —  that  in  these  ancient  times,  just  the  same 
as  now,  the  scholar  often  went  np  at  the  nooning  to  the  foot  of 
Mt.  Helen,  sometimes  called  Keyes  ledge.  Hero  they  traveled 
beside  Cold  brook,  which  made  music  with  the  mossy  rocks  in  its 
bed;  and  they  crossed  by  the  tree  bridge,  from  under  which  a 
pewee  flew,  chirping  as  it  IciT  its  nest.  They  saw  flies  and  spiders 
and  long  legged  creepers  dancing  and  jumping  on  the  surface  as 
though  their  feet  wei*e  cold  in  the  chill  water,  and  down  near  the 
bright  sandy  bottom  were  half  a  dozen  shy,  speckled  trout,  their 
bright  eyes  glancing  as  they  lay  almost  motionless  in  the  current. 
Tall  birches  grew  on  the  banks,  aiul  poplars  and  maples,  and  hero 
and  there  great  pines  shot  (Hit,  like  U\\\  sentinels,  a  hundrod  feet 
above  them. 

The  scliolaix  came  up  here  to  get  the  young  chcckcrbori*y,  it-s 
red  pluniH  and  flowers.  It  was  a  cool  ni(M)  place  for  a  summer 
noon,  full  of  birds.    A  wood  thrush  sang  sweetest  by  the  edge  of 


*  The  inont  if*  n  cold  nprfn;?  gituntcrl  down  tho  bank,  nnd  a  little  Bouth  nnd  oast 
fVom  the  town  houHu.  .rnmcs  J>ow  named  it  tho  moat,  and  for  many  yearn  got  liis 
water  to  drink  there.  Owing  to  recent  IVoflhcts  which  have  chaniB^  the  river's 
conrBo  tliu  Hpring  Is  now  In  tlie  river  bed. 
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the  clearing ;  clinging  to  the  breezy  top  of  a  white  birch,  a  robin 
cliantod  itfl  Hweotiwt  mmb'igal ;  a  little  ytillow  imiII,  |xtn^bo<1  on  a 
nistling  lieedi  tree,  wliiHthnl,  and  cIiaHeriMl,  and  rlmnkcxly  iis 
thongh  it  wonld  bni*Ht  its  tliroat;  al»]uo  Jny  in  a  cluHtor  of  saplings 
pines  screamed  siiarp  and  siirill,  tlien  itself  flew  away  up  the  stoep 
hill-side,  as  an  old  owl,  distnrlKHl  in  the  shadows,  halU>oed  Mid 
whooped  in  affVight. 

They  got  great  liandsfull  of  chockerberry,  tied  np  with  a  little 
root  of  the  gold-thread,  a  poc^ket  fnll  of  red  berries  and  bnnrJi 
plums  tluit  grew  under  the  pines.  Tluty  alHO  found  i>artri<]go 
berries  on  evergreen  vinos,  and  unrii>e  bluebenies.  Then  tliey 
made  a  nice  l>ouquet  for  the  teacher,  gathering  the  beantiflil  pur- 
ple cranesbill  fi-oni  whei'e  the  Are  liad  newly  burned  in  the  woods, 
bright'  purple  twin  flowei's  and  star  of  Rethleheni  from  a  cool 
grassy  i-eccss  in  the  foivst,  and  from  Joseph  Merrill's  new  field 
red  clover,  yellow  buttei^cups,  white  daisies,  and  deep  bine  violoto. 
Then  they  wove  in  blue-eyed  grasn,  mosses  (hat  grew  together 
family  like,  star  grass  and  brown  sorrol. 

One  day,  as  the  story  goes, —  and  it  is  an  im|)ortant  bit  of  his- 
tory that  should  not  l>e  foi*gotten, —  Mm  lar<;(T  lutys  and  glrlit 
started  tor  the  sunnnit  of  Ml.  Helen.  They  wound  slowly  alon|^ 
among  the  stately  threc-lcaved  Ibnis  that  overhung  the  tlowors 
nke  elm  trees,  Ihnmgh  blueberry  bushes  and  beds  of  yellow 
brakes,  a  nuisic  box  where  numbcirless  crickets  and  gmsshopiKirR 
keep  u))  a  per]>etual  lulling  murmur,  following  sort  of  a  path  trwl 
by  hedgehogs,  wild  dcor,  and  boars,  till  they  camo  to  the  open 
lodge  upon  the  sunnnit.  Around  tlioni  were  scatterod  rod  oaks,  a 
few  hemlocks,  gi'eat  pines,  aiul  among  the  rocks,  blueberries,  this- 
tles, and  bind  weed  wore  growing. 

The  woods  shut  out  the  viow  of  the  mountains  to  t\w  north- 
ward; but  cast  and  west  the  sky  seems  rosting  on  the  lotty  crostfl, 
and  adown  the  valley  whore  Black  brook,  the  Xfikusoota,  tlashesiu 
the  sunlight,  and  Kakor  rivor  winds  like  a  silver  lino  through  tJio 
forost,  far  in  the  south  is  soon  tho  round,  bald  top  of  old  Mt.  Oar- 
digim.  Tho  clouds  floated  away  in  tho  nniilow  sky  above  it;  and  it 
is  hero  through  the  ritlis  the  sun  lirst  shines,  and  tho  tii*st  bit  of  blue 
sky  appeal's  after  a  storm. 

Farmer  Joshua  had  a  pasturo  then,  <'.loarod  at  the  tV)Ot  of  tlio 
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Blooii  pi-oripi(!0  on  iho  ri^flit,  jumI  from  if.  caiiio  ilio  inuwlc  of  the 
woll  i*ciiiciiil)Ci*ocl  cow-b«Il,  niiiigliii^  with  tho  lowiii*;^  of  nntilo, 
ftinl  Mm  blcalinp:  of  phrcp.    Tlion  thci*c  wjis  the  cawing  of  crows 
in  a  r.lump  of  IioniloclvR,  wlicn^  they  had  thoir  ncstP,  tlio  whiinpcr- 
in*^  of  hawks  overlioiul^  and  their  sharp  shrill  scream  at  intervals; 
by  them  swarms  of  llios  wheelin*?  in  circnlar  squadrons  buzzed  a 
killaby ;  thn  h-ce-toads  and  hylodcs  chimed  in  with  irillinf^  chirnp; 
Hie  locusts  made  melody  in  the  branches,  and  the  flyinjf  grasshop- 
pei*s  with  ti*apsing,  (piivcring  wings,  gave  out  a  pleasant  note  like 
mowci*s  shari>cning  their  scythes  in  ha}ing  time.     A  robin  by 
tiny  Cold  brook,  sent  up  to  them  **  his  long,  sweet,  many-toned 
cai-ol.''     Krom   the  warm  swamp  near  by,  cjimo   (he  (;hnbbing, 
grumming,  ci-oaking,  crooling,  tnlling  melody  of  the  frogs,  and 
thnnigh  the  woods,  jnst  audible  fmm  the  fartiiest  distance,  the 
voice  of  As<|uamchumanke*s  waters.     And  then  all  the  time  odors 
sweet  smelling,  and   porf\nncs  magnificent,  from   the  blooming 
swamps,  the  flowering  trees,  the  brakes  and  the  ferns,  the  millions 
of  wild  flowers  and  gnissos  in  the  ))a<)fnres  and  flf^lds  cnme  floating 
u]>on  the  gentle  breeze  to  regale  and  delight  the  senses.     Amidst 
all  fh(*Me  eliarniH  of  iiatnn%  perlinpH  nnnotleed  bnt  felt|  the  scholars 
made  a  sort  of  ])ie.-nic,  eating  their  dinner  under  the  shade  of  the 
wide-spremling  beech  trees,  and  (pienching  their  thirat  from  a  pail 
of  pui*c  sparkling  water  bi*oiight  up  from  Cold  bi*ook. 

One  of  the  numerous  other  visits  which  has  l>een  made  to  the 
ledge  since  that  olden  time,  deserves  especial  mention  in  this  his- 
tory, for  it  then  got  a  new  name  which  seems  most  likely  fo  cling 
to  it.  The  scholars  begged  an  aflornoon  as  a  holiday,  and  tlien  all 
marching  two  and  two,  wound  their  way  to  the  summit.  Here 
they  gathered  flowers  in  the  woods,  sang  songs,  told  stories,  and 
played  plays.  On  the  large  flat  i*ock  the  older  boys  and  girls 
formed  lor  one  of  the  simple  country  dances,  and  to  the  merry 
nnisic  of  their  voices  kept  time  with  nimble  foot.  Wlien  they 
wen*  (iivd  of  f  his,  as  some  tell  thesfory,  they  feasfod  on  the  abund- 
ant collafion  which  f hey  hiid  bmught.  Then  a  rude  stone  alfiir 
was  erected;  the  fragments  gathered  np  and  placed  upon  it,  a  rus- 
tic throne  built,  and  on  it  was  seated  the  most  beautiful  girl  of  the 
])ar(y,  nani(*d  Helen,  crowned  as  (pieen,  with  a  garland  of  evcr- 
grecni  and  wild  r«>s(*N.     All  the  youths  mid  maidens  Joined  liands 
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in  a  cii*c)o  aronnd  hor;  the  master  of  tlio  ceremonies  lighted  the 
fire,  the  flames  leaped  up  devouring  the  offerings  a  libation  of  pare 
Cold  brook  water  was  poured  and  then  all  dancing  around  in  the 
ciix;le  sang: — 

"  Tlio  hni  Bliall  be  called  Mt.  Helen, 
The  hill  slittU  be  callud  Mt.  Helen, 
The  hUl  8liall  be  called  Mt.  Heleu, 
Heoceforth  and  forever  more," 

until  the  offering  was  consumed,  the  fire  went  out  and  the  blue 
smoke  from  the  white  down-like  embers  and  ashes  no  longer 
curled  away  in  the  sunmier  breexjo. 

Long  years  iiassod  iKsfore  a  new  8<;liool-li<ni8c  was  built  to 
take  the  place  of  tliis  first  one,  and  then  another  was  ci*octcd  only 
because  nuinlier  one  was  too  Hinall.  danu*^  Dow  iiioycd  Waniun'H 
oldest  school-house  away  to  Pine  hill,  wlicm  il  didgiMMl  sin'vice  for 
a  whole  generation. 

From  this  first  union  diKtri(*.ty  the  gi*rin  soinothn<*^  milled  tho 
**  Centre  Diiftrict,^*  sometimes  the  **  Village  school  on  the  Qreen^^ 
have  sprung  finiJRunaiaaf/ponddiittricly*  oMierwiKO  known  as  Uio 
Weeks  district,  in  the  school  house  of  which  for  many  years  iho 
town  meetings  were  held ;  and  then  in  their  oixler  canie  the  now 
defUnct  Charleston  districty^  Beech  hill  district.  Pine  hill  district, 
the  Summit,  Height  o*  land,  East-parte,  The  Forks,  sometimes 
called  Clough  district  in  "  Patchbi-cuckland,"  Stre(imy  vulley  or 
Sawtelle  district,  and  MoosefUllock  district  on  the  south-western 
mountain  spur4 

*  "  UiMsr  echoll  house,"  flntt  nioiitiouo<l  lu  1?J2,  iu  I'owu  Clork'a  Kecorde  Vol.  1. 

t  Nathaniel  Bforrill  taught  school  in  Charlutttuu  in  179&,  at  old  Mr.  Lnnd*s. 
Nathaniel  Merrill  was  the  son  of  llcv.  Niilhauicl  Mcnill,  and  settled  un  Hooch 
hill.— Selectmen's  Uocords,  Vol.  i. 

I  School  DUtricU.—''  Voted,  Bfarch  au,  17in,  to  have  two  districto.  Voted  at 
same  meeting  to  l>cgiu  tho  puhlic,  sch<M>l  tlio  lirnt  of  Aug.  nt;\t." 

•luiuiS.  I7UI.— **  V(»t(*<l  thill  nil  lo  lliu  ttast  and  south  of  Air.  Itjtli'.hclilor'ri  *H<|uiru 
Copii's  aiulCol.  Cluuiuiil's  sludl  iHtluug  to  llii;  li»or  school  houm;,  ^  tlu)  rt'-st  lu  the 
u|M!r  one,  n»  Tur  iis  it  did  exl4*.iid  lant  year." 

**  VottMl  14*  lM«giii  lliu  iMihlic  MclitMil  tho  llrsl  t>r  Ho|>tfUilHU',  »l  Uio  u|i|iur  s«*lioid 
house,  A.  tliu  llrsl  of  August  at  llic  Loor  bcliotil-lKMisu  in  suid  town.'* 

School  districts  were  as  follows  iu  IMW:— "  IW<m<,  TIiu  llrst  districl  begin  ai 
Wentworth  line,  thence  north  vm  far  as  outlet  of  Runaway  pond,  tlientre  on  Pine 
hill  road  as  far  as  Mr.  llatcheldor'H,  and  on  Kust-parlu  road  fur  enough  to  include 
Mr.  Knight,  Mr.  lUuusey,  and  Timothy  Oliflord.  Tho  setuiiid  district  to  Uiku  all  on 
lleecli  liTll.  The  third  to  tiiku  all  upon  lliu  main  rojul  lu  IMcriiuMil  Hue,  iiicluiling 
Mr.  llatcludder.  The  fourth  district  to  take  all  Cliarieblou.  The  lIUli  district  to 
take  triiin  Mr.  Batclielder's  on  Pine  hill  to  Coventry  line.  The  sixth  district  to 
take  all  the  inhabitants  on  East-parte  road  east  of  Mr.  Ibuiiscy's.  The  iuhabitauts 
of  this  town  are  divideil  anddcflned  acconlingly." 

1812.— l*aid  James  WilUams  for  building  a  school  house  iu  the  East-parte , 
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Til  tlioso  primitive  school-houses,  Natlmiiicl  Knight,  boforo 
Hill  lied,  Natliaiiiol  Memll,  David  Badger,  a  waadcring  pedagogao, 
Josiali  Bunihaiii,*  (sad  was  Jiis  fate  for  he  was  Jiuiig  at  navcrhill 
jail,)  and  master  Abbott,  not  yet  qaito  forgotten,  all  knights  of 
quill  pens  and  the  birch  and  ferule,  to  make  the  young  idea  shoot 
quick,  taught  with  marked  success.  Then  came  Lemuel  and 
Jo.sopli,  Henjamin  and  Moses,  Nathaniel  2d  and  llobcrt  IC.  Merrill, 
•Icssc  and  Jonathan  fjiUh^,  and  Oavid  Smith,  keen  wittod,  shrewd, 
and  long  headed,  and  each  did  honor  to  the  profession.! 

From  these  schools,—  and  may  tkey  contintis  forever  —  luive 
gone  out  Rome  who  wei*e  brilliant,  and  some  who  wei-o  dull,  of 
course ;  yet  none  but  who  could  read,  write,  and  cipher,  and  all 
sharp  and  keen  enough  to  compete  with  the  best  and  smartest  of 
this  whole  shixswd,  swapping,  peddling,  jockeying,  guessing 
vankee  race. 


•  .Tnfliali  Uiinilinm  to<»k  liin  pny  for  toncliinff  in  produce.     IIo  tniight  in  1706. 
ThiM  uiirnrtiiiiiito  ffuiilloiimii  \viu«  not  horn  in  Wnrron. 


Ttiomafl  Wliipple. 
Robert  Hums. 
I^nlcc  Ailccn. 
(Jcorpo  W.  Copp. 
Maxtor  Nowoll. 
AnMon  Merrill. 
L(>vi  It.  H'liol. 
•liKMili  l*alcli. 
Wni.  n.  PntcJi. 
Htophnn  nsitnlinltior. 
Jolni  lit  Morrlli. 


t  Schoolma$t«ir», 

Bzclciel  Dovr. 
StovcnR  M.  T>ow. 
.lol>  K.  Mnrrili. 
Isaac.  Merrill. 
UuHioll  F.  Clinrorrl. 
William  Morrill. 
MoridM  haviH. 
•losoph  KollowB. 
UenlM)n  \\.  Fronr.li. 
David  C.  Fronoli. 


John  French. 
Calvin  Sweat. 
Michael  I*.  Merrill. 
Kttssell  K.  Clemenl. 
Janicfl  M.  Williams. 
Iloralio  Heath. 
Ira  Morrill. 
Ira  M.  Weeks. 
Albe  C.  Weeks. 
William  MorrUl. 


u 


CnAPTER  VTT. 


HOW  SAIIAII  WIIITCUEU  WAS  IA>8T  IN  THE  W<M)1)3;  WHAT  II AT- 
PKNKH  AND  HOW  THEY  HUNTED  POIl  HER,  TOGETHER  WITH  A 
UEMAIIKAIILE  DKEAM,  AND  HOW  A  ItUSHEL  OF  ItEAKS  8IT|>- 
DENLY   D18AI»rEAKED. 


Tt  was  the  most  bcantifal  Sabbath  of  June,  1788.  Qniof 
pervaded  the  haunts  of  men.  The  clatt^er  of  tlie  mills  liad  ceased, 
no  rtide  cart  rumbled  aloii^r  the  stony  path,  the  voice  of  tlie 
ploughman  was  not  heanl,  and  the  woodman's  axe  was  hushcil 
and  still.  A  mellow  softnesH  |)oi*vaded  the  air,  the  woods,  and  the 
waterrty  and  a  Ihin  haze  of  the  most  driicions  and  tender  bine, 
iHisied  u]M>n  the  mountains.  All  nalnn;  siMMued  in  worship.  The 
leaves  murmurad  melody  in  the  li<;ht  bi^eeze,  the  bi*ooks  sent  up 
the  gentlest  music  from  the  mosses  of  their  stony  l>ed8,  the  clouds 
like  silent  nuns  in  white  veils  woi*ship])ed  in  the  sunbeams,  and 
the  bii*d8  sang  psalms. 

And  yet  then;  was  no  i*eligions  meeting  in  our  mountuiu 
hamlet.  The  settl(M*s  witli  IIkmi'  raiiiilii^s  siil  down  in  their  homes 
or  reclined  in  the  shade  of  the  trees  about  their  dwellings,  reading 
their  bibles  or  engaged  in  silent  meditation. 

On  Pine  hill,  Mr.  John  Whitcher  diHuuned  the  morning  hours 
away,  and  then  suggested  U)  his  wife  tliat  they  pay  a  visit  to  Chase 
Whitcher,  their  relative,  who  lived  by  the  wild  roistering  Oliverian 
at  the  Summit.  The  idea  wiis  aigreeable  to  ^Irs.  AV.,  and  in  a  few 
minutes  they  were  i-eady  for  the  pleasant  walk  along  the  bridle- 
path through  the  woods. 
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Their  little  girl,  Sarah,  not  yet  four  5'cni*s  old,  liRpingly  asked 
hnr  inoMier  if  slie  roiild  go,  but  was  tx>ld  she  must  stop  at  home 
with  Mio  olli(*r  children,  and  they  would  bring  her  Koniething  nice 
on  their  njtnrn. 

And  then  they  walked  mpidly  away  across  the  ridge,  and 
down  toward  babbling  Berry  brook,  admiring  not  a  bit  the  dewy 
wild  llowei-s  in  the  path,  and  liai*dly  noticing  their  delicious  pcr- 
lumeH  as  they  crushed  thorn  beneath  their  feet,  hi  an  hour  they 
were  at  (>liaso  WhiU^luM-'K  by  the  Olivenan. 

The  day  was  spent  most  agiveably.  The  new  fields  of  full 
bli>wn  clover  and  honeysuckle,  and  on  the  iMmlei-s  of  which  the- 
bright  pnrph^  cranesbill  was  just  blooming,  were  alive  with  the 
nnisl(>.  ol*  the  vir<N),  bhickbirds,  and  the  wood-thrush,  and  the  mild 
fairy-like  hum  of  the  myriads  of  wild  bees  sipping  th(?lr  nectar 
from  I  he  dtillcious  dowel's.  Among  the  gmsses  they  found  the 
swiM^lcst  wild  HtrawbtM'ries,  and  they  passed  tln^  hours  talking  of 
(1h^  wonders  of  Hie  de(*p  foresl^  wliem  they  would  go  hunting  in 
nuhinin,  specnialiiig  how  high  was  the  mighty  precipice  of  Owl's 
head,  and  what  an  abundance  of  blueberries  weix^  growing  on  its 
sunnnit. 

It  was  oidy  when  the  sun  was  sinking  behind  Webster-slide 
mountain  in  the  west,  that  they  said  good  by,  asked  Chase  Whitchor 
and  wife  to  (;onic  and  s(ie  them  and  then  hurried  for  home. 

It  had  lia/ed  u])  in  the  afternoon,  and  as  they  climbed  the  gen- 
tle slope  of  Pine  hill  night  overtook  them,  and  tli<f  few  stars  that 
shone  out  Ktrnggled  (hrongli  the  ritls  of  the  rainy  clouds  and  the 
moon  w:t.s  scarct*  sccmi  at  all.  Ihit  the  bright  light  (Jiat  stivamed 
fnnn  (heir  t^ibin  window  was  cheerlVil  and  mmle  their  home  doubly 
inviting. 

"  What  mjule  you  leave  Sarah  np  at  the  Sunnnit?'*  said  one  of 
(he  older  children  idmost  tin  soon  :is  they  enlxMrd. 

*'  >Ve  did  not  leave  her,'-  instantly  replied  the  father,  aston- 
ished. 

**  She  Is  cerlainly  not  at  homc^  Where  win  she  be?"  each  one 
exclaimed,  and  (hen  Hie  dread  reality  burst  upon  then!  in  a  mo- 
ment,    liost!  lost!     Sarah  is  lost  in  Hie  woods! 

Mr.  Nathaniel  ilichardson  tells  that  the  ruddy  face  of  Mr. 
Whitxiher  turned  ]>a1e,  but  he  said.  *'  Trust  in  the  Loixl;''  that  Mrs, 
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Whitcher's  conntonaiice  lighted  up  with  afinght,  and  Uic  other 
children  gathered  closer  to  theniy  not  knowing  what  ioAlo.  Reu- 
hen  Whitchor  who  wiitf  present,  84U/.(ul  the  dinner-horn  and  8hir(4u1 
instantly  for  the  woods.  Mi*s.  Whitcher  followed  hiin,  tlien  cnnic 
back  and  with  the  older  children  wont  to  Mr.  Stephen  Hichardson's 
to  sprcail  tlio  alarm.  The  father  seemetl  as  if  smitten  down,  then 
agitated  paced  to  and  fi*o  in  ft*ont  of  the  house,  then  hurried  away 
in  the  woods  alone.  The  nearost  neighbors  came,  shouting  and 
liallooing  in  the  foraHt;  then  built  gnuit  \mw  that  gleamed  tJuinigh 
Uio  trees.    Thus  passed  the  night. 

When  her  pai'ent«  were  gone  little  Sandi  followed  aHer  thcin, 
tben  missed  the  path  and  wandered  away  in  tiie  woods. 

As  she — "Mrs.  Dick  French" — told  the  stoiy  in  after  years, 
it  was  a  new  world  for  her;  the  giant  foi*est  extended  itself  inter- 
minably, and  the  huge  old  trees  Iooke<l  tis  if  they  grew  up  to  tho 
skies.  Among  their  rooin  was  the  young  wood  sorrel,  its  beautif^d 
wliite  Aowera  with  brewn  spots  about  the  stamens ;  (hen  she  gath- 
ered handsful  of  wild  peony  with  deep  red  flowei*s,  with  leaves 
tliat  curled  over  the  purple  and  yellow  flowers  of  the  luldor 
tongues,  like  Corinthian  c^ipiljils.  In  the  bninches  aliove  were 
strange  birds  that  she  liad  never  seen  before.  The  (yaiuula  jay, 
called  sometimes  canon  bird,  beciuuie  it  robs  the  huntci''s  traps 
almost  before  his  back  is  turned,  with  slate  colored  back  and  white 
breast,  sent  its  stmnge  wild  note  deep  in  the  forest.  Largo  owls 
in  hooded  velvety  sweep,  flew  by  her.  Squinxsls  chattered  and 
scolded  one  another,  and  their  companions  the  partridges  clucked 
before  her,  or  flew  away  with  heavy,  rumbling  flight.  Once  an 
eagle  sci*eamcd  above  her;  and  she  started  back  aflrighted  as  a 
wild  cat  spmng  past. 

All  (lay  long  she  waiidonul  on;  her  little  hands  full  of  flowere, 
her  mind  fliled  with  a  stmnge  indetinitenesH,  hoping  conliiinally  to 
iind  her  f'atlier  and  mother.  Ihit  site  did  not  meet  them,  and  no 
Wirt  t nicks,  no  cow  paths,  no  8|M)t^  or  blazes  on  the  iiviiH  were  to 

be  seen. 

Despairing,  at  hist  exhausted,  her  feet  scmtched  and  bleeding 
by  the  underbiiish,  she  sank  down  on  the  thick  moss  by  the  great 
rock  that  stands  by  the  old  l>eaver  meadow,  at  the  foot  of  tho  Cas- 
cades on  Berry  brook.*    **  It  is  night  now.    Darkness  has  come 
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down  ou  the  woods.  She  is  alone.  The  wind  is  lieai'd  on  tlie 
nionntain.  The  ioi'i*ent  poui*s  down  the  rocks.  No  hut  recciyes 
lior  from  tlic  nihi,  iilono  in  thr  thick  woods  of  tlit;  vuHcy.  IUkp. 
moon  IVoni  lieliiud  thy  clouds.  Stnrs  of*  the  ni^i^ht  arise,  (jlivo  light 
to  her,  sitting  alone  hy  the  rock  of  the  mossy  stream." 

Something  is  coming.  She  heiu*8  a  strange  sound;  the  under- 
hrush  is  crackling,  a  hlnck  form  appeal's  in  the  darkness.  Fright- 
ened the  teara  roll  down  her  cheeks.  It  is  a  gi-eat  shaggy  black 
bear.  He  came  close  to  her,  smelt  of  her  face  and  hands,  and 
licked  the  blood  from  her  feet.  She  wiis  no  more  afhiid  of  him 
than  of  her  own  great  dog  at  home,  and  dared  to  stroke  his  long, 
brown  nose,  and  ]>ut  lu^r  arm  about  his  n(M;k.  Then  he  lay  down 
brsidt;  hi*r,  she  placed  hci*  head  upon  his  shoulder  and  alone  in  the 
thick  woods,  with  the  dark  clouds  of  the  sky  for  a  coyering,  she 
was  quickly  asleep.* 

Two  days  afterwards  the  foot  prints  of  the  child  and  tlie  bear 
wei*e  found  in  tlie  sand  and  nmd  of  the  brook. 

None  shipt  in  John  Wliitithcr's  house  during  the  long  hours  of 
that  Icrrible  night.  T\w.  fnther  was  ou(  in  Hie  woods,  the  children 
sat  down  with  woe  pictured  on  their  faces,  while  tlie  mother 
would  not  sullcr  a  door  or  a  window  to  be  closed,  but  listened  to 
everv  sound,  and  started  at  everv  leaf. 

In  the  morning,  the  exciting  j-umor  of  **John  AVTiitcher's 
child  lost  and  supposed  to  have  i)crished  in  the  woods,"  seemed  to 
speed  itself,  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  sounding  along  the  bordei*R 
of  iieecli  hill,  startling  the  wild  solitudes  of  the  East-parte  i*cgiou, 
arousing  the  rugged  yeomanry  of  the  Ileight-o'-la!id,  the  brave 
boys  of  liunaway  pond  and  ratchbreuckland,  charging  them  all 
to  pack  up  their  dinners  and  hurry  away  to  the  search  in  tlie 
woods. 

In  an  incredible  short  time  all  the  dwellers  in  the  hamlet  wei*c 
moving  towards  Pine  hill.  Col.  Obadiah  Clement  left  his  oxen 
yoked,  mounted  his  horse  and  galloped  swift  away  up  the  bridle 
path,  passing  Jonathan  Clement  and  'Scpiiri^  Copp,  with  their  sons, 
who,  leaving  their  hoeing,  were  hastening  in  the  same  direction 
with  tin  dinner  horns  in  their  hands.  Joshua  Meiiill,  Joseph  Mer- 
rill, Stevens  Merrill,  and  'Squire  *lonatlian,  seized  their  axes  and 

•  Sarnli  Wliltchci'B.  oUierwiBc  Mr«.  I>ick  Kieiicli's,  own  statement. 
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rail.  Joseph  Putcli,  with  his  long  baiTcllcd  guu,  aud  liiif  iiei^b- 
borsy  caine  ui>  at  a  rapid  pace,  aud  a  little  later  in  the  day,  Luuds, 
ClarkSy  and  Tarlctoiis  came  oyer  the  moiintaiu. 

All  day  long  they  hunted.  Col.  Clement  and  his  fViends  went 
down  through  the  maples  to  Ulack  bixM)!;,  and  ivelly  iioud,  tlieu 
cliniLied  up  hy  Oak  lalls,  an«1  lN!:it  llie  avcmmIh  its  Tar  iik  Wuchipauka 
pond  under  Webster  slide.  'Squii-e  Copp  blew  a  loud  blast  witli 
Ills  horn  on  the  shore.  *'  No  re8|K)nse  caine  At>m  the  far  glimmer- 
ing passionate  sound  but  its  own  empty  echo,"  hurled  back  ftom 
the  mountain  face. 

Stevens  Men-ill  and  othei-s,  with  Joseph  Patch  crossed  Berry 
bi*ook  and  went  through  the  darkest  forest  to  tlie  very  foot  of 
MoosehilUnrk  mountain. 

Chase  Whitcher,  Stephen  IlichardAon,  and  a  host  of  otben 
hunted  along  the  bndle  path,  and  then  exploited  the  Oliverian  up 
what  is  at  pi*esent  Iligh  street,  as  far  as  the  dark  passes  on  either 
side  of  Black  mountain.  The  women  and  children  hunted  for  long 
horn's,  but  in  vain. 

The  night  cuime,  an<l  one  atUn*  another  tlai  parties  rctunwd 
empty  from  the  8eai*cli.  I>e8i>air  seemetl  to  luivo  taken  iNisKcssion 
of  the  grief-stiicken  pai^ents,  and  a  feeling  of  sadness  (Ksrvadcd  the 
whole  settlement. 

On  Tuesday  morning  the  entire  town  i*enewed  the  search.  As 
the  day  woi-e  away,  people  began  to  arrive  from  the  nei^boring 
lands.  Thoy  cimio  from  WcntwoHh  and  Romney,  A*om  Orford, 
Picnnont,  llavcrliill,  and  Newbury.  At  night,  <nie  of  the  last 
iiion  t<»  <*oni«*  in,  lopoHrd  that  ho  liad  found  (ho  track  of  a  child 
and  of  a  b<*ar  on  IUti'V  brook.  *'  Sli«*  is  turn  in  pi('<*(*Kl*'  '*  She  Is 
eaten  up!"  every  one  said,  and  Mi's.  Whitclier  was  nearly  ft-autic. 

The  next  day  they  searched  on  the  ^^nmmit,  going  over  the 
gi*ound  thorouglily ;  but  night  brought  no  success.  '"  She  is  hope- 
lessly lost."  **  She  will  never  be  found."  Yet  at  the  earnest 
retpioKt  of  tlie  agoni/ed  nii>ther  they  [n'oniised  to  continue  the 
search  one  day  more. 

Thni-sday  the  \v004ls  \v<'ic  alive  with  the  jieople  hunting.  The 
long  hours  slowly  woiii  away,  when  about  noon  a  Mr.  Heath  wlio 
had  walked  the  whole  distamce  from  Plymouth,  came  to  the  house. 
Mi's.  Stephen  Hicliardson  who  was  cooking  a  bushel  of  beans  for 
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tlit^  peoplc'fi  supper,  and  ^frs.  Obadinli  Clcinoiit,  wci'c  Alone  at 
John  Wliitclier's.    Mi*8.  Wliitclier  was  still  searching  in  the  woods. 

*'  Give  nie  some  dinner,"  said  Mr.  Heath,  *Mhen  show  mo  the 
bridlc-palh  to  the  north,  «nd  I  will  find  the  child."  AVhile  he  was 
oa<in«r,  he  sUited  how  he  heard  last  evening  that  litMc  Sarah 
Whitcher  was  lost,  and  that  Ihrec  times  in  the  night,  he  dreamed 
that  he  found  hc^r  lying  under  a  great  pine  top,  a  lew  rods  to  the 
south-east  of  the  sjwt  where  the  path  crossed  Berry  brook, 
guanled  by  a  bear.* 

The  women  smiled,  but  parity  believed  it  might  l>o  so ,  for 
people  had  dilVeivnt  notions  then  from  what  they  entertain  now. 
Some  believed  in  wilrhes,  ghosts,  and  goblins,  and  all  had  a 
eert4iin  kind  of  fiiitii  in  dreams ;  at  any  rate  the  women  wished  his 
dream  might  ])rove  true;  they  felt  so  sad  at  the  loss  of  the  child; 
Ihey  wished  so  nuich  it  might  be  found. 

»lust  then  tloseph  J'atcli  eame  in(4)  the  clearing,  heard  Mr. 
Meatirs  slory,  and  said  he  would  accom])any  him. 

An  hour  went  by;  the  sun  was  going  down  on  the  last  after- 
noon of  the  search,  which  would  be  given  up  that  night,  and  every 
one  felt  that  little  Sarah  was  lost  forever. 

Suddenly  a  gun  was  heard ;  every  soul  in  the  clearings  and 
the  woods  lis(en(^d.  Another  report,  then  another.  It  is  the 
agreed  sigiuU  of  success.  **  Thank  God  I  the  child  is  found."  "  Is 
it  dead  or  alive?" 

They  found  her  just  where  Mr.  Heath  said  they  would;  but 
no  bear  was  to  be  seen.  AVhen  she  woke  up,  she  said,  "  1  want  io 
go  t4)  mother,  (^arrv  me  to  mother."  When  asked  if  she  had 
seen  any  onc^,  she  said  **  a  great  blac'k  dog  stopped  with  her  every 

night."t 

Joseph  Patch  took  up  tin;  half  famished  child  in  his  arms  and 

r4U'ricd  hvr  home.     On  tbc^  bridh^-path  they  met  many  peo])lc,  and 

they  ran  befoi*e,  hurrahing,  waving  their  hats  and  gi*een  boughs  to 

tell  the  good  news,  how  all  on  account  of  a  wonderftil  di*eam   the 

chihl  was  found  alive.     Some  said  the  bear  guided  her  to  the  ])ath. 


♦  Sniimol  Merrill,  wIm»  vcpidocl  at  fhcKjiMt-pniU',  inul  llvc<l  to  be  84  ycnrB  old, 
oltcii  Idlfl  about  tlic  lost  cliibl.  llu  bolirvnl  in  Mr.  Ilpntb's  drcnm  as  much  nf<  In 
hfx  own  cxiHloiu'o.  Tlirro  wrrelunidnMlH  of  people  in  Wniren  of  tlie  limt  genera- 
rion  who  bolicvrd  hiiplh-Uly  in  iMr.  lloath'M  drotun. 

t  Nallianiol  UichanlHon'H  MtntonuMit. 
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Mrs.  Wliitclior  was  so  oveijoyod  that  sho  fldnted.    Mr.  Wliitcher 
Gould  not  say  a  word,  but  smoked  his  pipe  as  hard  as  he  oould,  to 
keep  his  feelings  down,  and  the  rest  of  the  children  wore  so  iflad 
that  they  cried  and  laughed  by  turns. 

Tnulition  lias  it  tliat  the  llev.  Mr.  Powers  was  present  and 
offered  a  prayer  of  thanksgiving,  and  then  all  the  people  sang  Old 
Hundred.  However  that  may  be,  we  know  that  they  ate  all  the 
baked  beans  *  that  Mrs.  Richai'dson  hod  preimred,  and  everything 
else  tliey  could  find  cooked  on  Pine  hill.  Tlieu  tliey  blew  their  tin 
honiB  us  though  the  4tli  of  July  had  come;  shouted  and  hurrahed 
uguin  and  aguiui  while  those  who  Imd  guns  fired  volley  after  volley 
till  all  the  powder  in  the  settlement  was  burned,  so  nmch  did  they 
rejoice  that  tlie  lost  child  was  found. 

*  Vatbftniel  RlcbArdson,  Bon  of  Stephen  Blcliar«1«oii,  also  gave  many 
about  the  search,  and  tohl  of  tlie  beans. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


OF  A  MIGHTY  BATTLE  FOUGHT  BETWEEN  TWO  AMBITIOUS  OFFICE 
SKRKEllS;  AND  HOW  EACH  GAINED  THE  VICTORY  MUCH  TO  HIS 
GREAT  DELIGHT. 


At  the  organization  of  our  little  democracy,  Wan*eny  Col. 

Obadiah  Clement,  being  in  synipatliy  with  the  goyemment,  imme- 
diately took  the  lead  in  town  afiaira,  and  held  it  for  several  years. 
But  when  tlie  war  was  over,  others  began  to  aspire  for  the  honors 
of  place  iuid  position,  and  naturally  envied  the  Colonel.  The  most 
pi*ominent  of  the  aspirants  was  'Squire  Jonathan  Merrill.  For  five 
yeai*s  he  had  sought  oillce,  but  in  vain,  for  Obadiah  Clement  knew 
well  how  to  kill  liim  off —  only  having  to  tell  what  a  tory  he  was 
in  war  times,  to  sink  him  out  of  sight  in  every  election. 

But  this  would  not  last  always,  and  'Squire  Jonathan,  who  as 
we  said  bcfoix;,  was  as  cunning  as  a  fox,  went  shrewdly  to  work 
(x>  beat  the  Colonel  and  gain  tlie  honors  of  olllcc.  '*  I'll  fix  him/' 
said  he.  '^  I- II  make  him  hate  tlie  town,  and  tlie  town  will  then 
hate  liim."    This  is  tlio  way  he  did  it : 

( !ol()nol  ( llonionl.  hiul  a  bill  againHt  Mio  lianilot  for  services.  It 
was  for  a  journey  to  Kxotcr  U)  get  the  town  incorporated;  for 
dninin<jr  and  notifying 'MS rand  Jurors,"  and  for  recording  in  the 
town  books.  In  all  it  amounted  to  nine  pounds  eleven  shillings 
and  thi*ce  pence. 

'Squiix!  Jonathan  heard  of  it  and  slyly  whispei*ed  round  telling 
every  body  in  a  confidential  way  that  it  was  too  large ;  that  the 
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town  was  too  iM>or  to  pay  it.     In  other  worcln,  ho  npi>oaled  to  tlio 
avarice  of  the  people  niOHt  elTccf  iially. 

Col.  C.  wiw  tint  ill  the  ini^^hty  triiiinvhtite  of  Uiwn  govoniors 
for  that  political  year,  l78/>-'(>,  aiitl  it  was  Uic  Ihirtl  your  of  liis 
Kc^lcctiiKMiship.*  Tiikcwiwi  ht;  wan  aii«1  had  Inh^i  for  the  hixt  Hix 
yeai*H,  the  ^reat  Hcrilie  or  mighty  (own  clerk,  aiul  Imvinjf  Imhsii 
ambassador  or  Representative  to  the  Gi'eat  and  General  Coart,  and 
also  a  high  commander  in  the  mililai7  forces,  he  natnrully  felt 
liimself  to  be  the  most  imi>ortant  man  in  the  hamlet. 

'Squire  Jonathan  labored  with  Col.  Clement's  associates  in 
power,  and  they  being  near  relatives  to  the  'Squire,  the  first  the 
father,  and  the  second  (he  bi*other-in-law,  he  succeeded  most  eflbo 
tually  in  making  them  think  the  same  as  he  did  about  the  bill. 

So  when  the  day  of  settlement  of  town  matters  came,  they 
reflised  to  allow  the  Colonel's  account.  The  latter  labored  witli 
his  associates  sometime,  but  with  no  ctn^ct,  fi>r  he  had  two  stub- 
born men  to  dejd  with;  and  thtMi  wlioii  he  «*(iuld  not  sui^^hmI, 
parted  t)*om  them  in  a  hntl*;  in  other  words  he  was  exceedin|^1y 
wn>tli.  "  Pay,  you  must,"  said  he.  **  Pay,  W(*  won't,"  said  they ; 
and  so  the  matter  waxed  worae  and  worse. 

This  was  wliat  the  cunning  'Squire  wanted.  He  was  ploascdy 
and  openly  expressed  his  delight.  Col.  C  lu^rd  of  his  adver8ar>''8 
remarks,  and  his  anger  was  fiercer  than  ever. 

One  more  eflbrt  was  mmlc,  one  more  meeting  was  held,  but 
witli  no  bettcu*  success  tlian  before. 

The  Colonel  had  all  the  town  books,  both  the  selectmen's  and 
the  clerk's,  and  he  was  determined  to  hold  them  until  he  should 
get  his  pay.  If  he  could  not  have  his  rights,  he  would  make  a 
storm  in  the  political  sky.  lie  would  hold  on  to  all  the  recoi'ds  and 
prevent  an  assembly  of  the  people.  If  he  couhl  not  nile,  no  one 
else  should. 

'Squire  Jonathan  mntlc  a  few  nion?  aggmvating  remarks,  and 
the  storm  bui*«t.  When  asked  to  cidl  a  meeting  on  the  Ides  of 
March,  (/Ol.  C.  niged,  st4unped  his  foot,  and  then  with  a  look  of 
tierce  determination,  cried,  **  Pause!"  and  there  was  a  pause.  The 
wheels  of  government  in  our  mountain  handet  stopped.  The 
proud  ship  of  State?  no  longer  sailcid  t»n.     She  was  foniideivd  on 

*  Hloveii8  Mori'iil  iiimI  .lu^upli  riiUrli  wtuv  lliu  otiiui-  SrIiMrliueii. 
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Iho  i*ockR  of  that,  diflcord  to  which  'Squh-o  Momll  hod  so  cunningly 
dii-ccti^d  her.  The  waves  of  destruction  beat  over  her,  thi*eatcning 
U>  rend  her  in  ))ieees. 

And  now  occurred  an  inlern^f^nuin*  gitnilar  to  tJioso  which  ha^)- 
poncd  in  the  early  days  of  the  mighty  lioman  Euipiro.  Thei*e 
wei-c  no  powerful  rulers,  no  great  scribe,  no  superintoudent  of 
the  public  roads,  no  gathei*er  of  tlie  revenue,  and  no  taxes.  Every 
thing  seemed  to  have  ix^turned  as  it  was  at  the  time  when  the 
revolutionary  war  was  raging. 

AVhat  should  be  done?    It  was  a  gi*cat  question,  powcrftilly  ' 
discussed  by  those  interested,  but  months  went  by  and  no  action 
was  tjikcn. 

At  last  the  matter  was  brought  to  the  attention  of  tlio  Groat 
and  General  Coui*t,  and  the  Legislature  took  the  question  in  hand. 

Tlie  great  motlier  of  towns  could  not  see  any  of  her  children 
commit  suicide.  So  afl^^r  a  long  time  spent  in  solenm  considera- 
tion, a  resohition  was  framed  and  passed,  going  through  both 
houses  of  the  legislature  tlie  same  day,  June  24th,  1786,  whereby 
Absalom  Petei*s,  the  bai*efooUMl  military  ca])tain  who  marched  at 
the  hesul  of  six  fu>mpanies,  to  the  Coos  intervals,  was  empowoi'od 
to  call  an  assembly  in  WaiTcn,  for  the  choice  of  town  officers,  and 
piTside  therein  during  the  whole  election,  f 

I  hit  tli(^  wise  legislature  forgot  one  thing,  taxes,  and  had  to 
pass  another  resolve,  Sept.  24,  in  order  tliat  the  State  might  get 
her  shaixs  of  the  i*e venue. 

A.  Petei-s  called  the  meeting,  and  presided  tliei*ein  in  the  most 
proper  nmnner.f  Ihit  the  spirit  of  the  citizens  iiin  high.  Tliey 
marshaled  around  their  leadei*s,  and  fought  for  victory.  Each  side 
marched  up  to  the  ballot  box  in  solid  column.  On  counting  tlio 
votes,  it  was  found  that  Obadiah  Clement  and  his  friends  had  won 
every  time ;  electing  .loshua  Copp,  Stephen  Richardson,  and  Wil- 
liam Ihitler,  great  rnlei"s  or  selectmen,  Joshua  Copp,  scribe  or 
rliM'k,  and  Jonathan  (ylenu^nt,  conservator  of  the  ]>ea<^  or  conRt4V- 
ble.     \S(piire  Jonathan'! and  his   friends  felt  cheap  enough,  and 

•  U  hnpponrd  in  1785. 

t  Town  Clerk's  JIccohIh,  Vol.  I.  21. 

t  Tli«  meeting  was  lield  July  10, 1780. 
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silently  went  home.^  But  Jonatlian  Merrill  did  not  give  np  ereu 
in  tlie  hour  of  liiH  Hoemingr  defeat,  lie  went  to  work  twice  um  lianl 
as  ever.  So  persistently  did  he  talk  u\h}ii  the  subject  of  Col.  Cleiii- 
ent's  billy  tliat  even  the  new  selectmen,  tlie  Colonel's  fWends,  did 
not  dare  to  pay  it,  for  fear  they  should  be  indicted  for  mi^-spend- 
ing  the  people's  money,  and  tlie  Colonel  was  more  enraged  lluui 
ever. 

Tills  was  just  wliat  the  'Squire  wanted,  and  although  lie  was 
defeated(again  at  the  annual  election  in  1787,  still  lie  inaiiagod  to 
have  a  meeting  called  Jnly  27th  of  that  year,  and  succeeded  iu 
getting  Idmself,  with  Joshua  Merrill  and  Lieut.  Kphraim  True, 
appointed  a  committee  to  settle  with  Mr.  Clement,  and  procure 
fh>m  him  all  the  town  records.  That  eveiy  tiling  might  seem  fidr, 
it  was  '^  Yotcil,  thtit  a  Hcttleincnt  iiii«^ht  Im)  made,  if  it  auild  bo 
done  consistently  with  jnstice."  The  meeting  was  theu  adjourned 
to  August  G,  to  lieiu*  tlie  reiM>rt  of  the  coiiiniit4ce. 

'Squire  Jonatlian  went  to  work  as  slick  as  *'  lie."  But  he  did 
not  get  a  settlement ;  he  did  not  want  to. 

At  the  adjourned  meeting  he  reported  as  follows :  l/'irH,  not 
to  allow  anytliing  for  going  down  to  get  tlie  town  iiicori)orated ; 
and — 

Second,  to  i>ay  eighteen  i)eiice  for  legally  drafting  and  notify- 
ing jurors. 

But  tliey  know  Col.  C.  would  not  arxxspt  (his,  and  so  thoy 
chose  Stevens  Merrill  and  Lieut.  Epliraini  True  a  coiuinitteo  to 
settle  with  him,  or  to  follow  Knit  or  suiU  at  law,  if  he  cominoiico 
one  or  more  agiiinst  the  town,  to  final  end  and  execution.  ''  Now 
we  will  teach  liim  how  it  is  done,"  said  'Squii*e  Jonatlian.  Col.  C. 
heard  of  the  i*cinark,  and  how  niiul  he  was. 

By  cliance  they  mot.  One  to  have  scon  them  would  have  said 
''  surely  thoy  do  love  cau-.h  other."  Dotx^rininution  seated  itself  ou 
tlieir  connteiiaii(;es.  Ka<^e  11ii><li(;d  from  their  eyes.  **  You  iiiisor- 
alile  tory,"  growled  Col.  (),  "You  old  tliicr  and  e\(orliinior," 
hissed  'S<juii*e  M.  thmugli  his  teeth.  Thou  ('Ol.  ('.  uliook  his  duio 
tlu'cateniiigly.  'Squire  M.  doubled  his  lists  belligerently.  And 
now  gnm  visaged  war  smiled  approvingly,  and  Saultenbatteiy, 


•  Old  men  used  to  say  that  it  was  tlie  tougliost  fight  tliey  ever  saw  at  town 
meeting. 
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one  of  the  ancient  goddcsfies,  grinned  with  malignant  satisfaction. 

*  Blows  would  have  fallen  swift,  and  the  battle  waxed  hot  had 
not  Stevens  Merrill,  the  man  of  Iran  firmness,  and  Joshua  Copp, 
who  had  been  watching  the  im[)ending  conflict,  in terferod  and  said, 
'*  (acntlemen,  tliee  must  stop,  thee  can't  light  in  tliis  town." 

ThiR  i-cncountro  only  made  niattcM-s  woi-so.  But  the  Colonel 
did  not  plunge  heelR  over  head  inl^)  lawsuits,  lie  had  more 
shrewdness  than  that;  he  quietly  went  to  work  and  induced  some 
one  else  to  get  up  some  pleasant  little  sidts  against  the  town ;  to 
wit,  he  got  all  the  public  highways  indicted,  and  thus  raised  the 
d — 1  generally.* 

With  so  much  avidity  did  the  Colonel  prosecute  his  schemes, 
so  many  suit-s  did  he  institute,  that  the  town  was  perfectly  sick, 
and  waiR  glad  to  cry,  hold,  enough.  At  a  regular  town  meeting,  it 
was  '*  Voted  to  dismiss  the  committee  appointed  to  fight  Col.  C, 
and  that  Captain  William  Butler  and  Joshua  Copp,  A*iends  of  the 
(jolonel,  take  the  certific^ite  that  is  in  the  selectmen's  hands,  and 
lay  it  out  discretionary  if  wanted  in  (Mirrying  on  the  lawsuits  com- 
menced against  said  town  for  the  i*epaiiing  of  i*oads,  and  to  pay 
Col.  Clement's  demands  on  said  town."  Thus  they  wero  going  to 
come  a  fiank  movement  on  road  suits,  by  making  friends  with  the 
prime  mover  of  thein.f 

Thin  ended  the  war,  and  Col.  Obailiah,  in  one  sense,  gabied 
the  victory.  But  it  accomplished  all  that  'Sqiure  Jonatlian  desired. 
It  niiule  Mr.  Clement  exceedingly  unpo]mlar,  and  he  never  could 
get  elected  to  any  ofiice  of  consequence  ngain ;  tlie  only  one  he  ever 
held  aftei-wards  being  that  of  moderator  at  some  special  meeting. 

•  Nov.  27.  1700.—"  Voted  to  pass  over  the  4th  article  In  the  warning,  which  waa 
toBce  M'hiit  tlie  town  will  rlo  on  nrconnt  of  being  presented.**— Town  Clerks*  lie« 

corilH,  Vol.  i.  V.l. 

t  Allowed  ronHtnble  Coop  llileen  poundH  nixtocn  Nliitllngn,  now  omififlion,  U 
ho.u\K  lor  throe  poiindH  nineteen  fdiilllngM  silver  money,  which  naid  Copp  paid  Oba- 
ilinh  Cli^iniMit  tliiit  wnn  duo  to  him  IVom  the  town. 

WIIJJAM  nUTLKU,!  »«'oc"»0"- 
— Selertmen*8  liccords,  Vol.  I. 

"May  10,  1701.— Voted  that  Capt.  William  Ilutlerand  .Jonhna  Co|>p  shonld  take 
the  certificate  that  is  in  the  selectmen's  hands,  and  lay  it  ont  discretionary  if  want- 
ing In  carrying  on  the  lawsuits  commenced  against  said  town,  and  to  pay  Obadlah 
Clement's  ocnmnd  on  said  town.*'- Town  Clerk's  Recor»ls,  Vol.  i.  45. 

Names  ol*  the  le»?al  voters  who  hnd  rxune  into  town  fVom  l7S2to  ITSfl,  Inclnsivo: 

NaMi.'inicl  Clough.  Samuel  Knight.  .John  Htono. 

Cfdelt  llomnii.  Levi  Lurkiu.  Klisha  Kwett. 

Kuocli  lloni.iu.  Stephen  JiUnd.  Aaron  Welch. 

Nathaniel  Knight.  Stephen  Richardson. 
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Yot  this  contest  was  prolilic  of  mighty  roAnlts.  Fn>iii  it 
sprang  two  groat  partiosy  the  Cleinont  imrty,  and  the  Merrill  party, 
that  fought  each  other  with  powerful  tenacity  for  more  Umii  two 
generations.  Wlion  the  sons  of  Josepli  l^ltcll  lieitanie  voterK,  a 
Uiird  imrty  sprung  up  Uiut  tichieve<l  some  sucuu^ss,  and  was  called 
tlic  Patch  |)ai*ty.     It  froquenily  hiild  tlic  balanrxs  of  iN>wer. 

'Squiro  Jonatlian  was  now  al>lc  to  au<^x)cdy  and  l»y  striving,  in 
the  course  of  years,  hehl  all  (he  imiiortant  offi(«8  in  the  gift  of  the 
people,  although  Col.  Clement  at  the  head  of  the  Clement  party 
often  said  that  he  fVequently  had  the  pleasure  of  giving  tlie  'Sfjuiro 
and  his  friends  a  sound  dnihhing  at  the  im)11m. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


<;ONrKKNING    A   <}IIKAT   BOUNDARY  FKUD,    AND   WHAT  CAMK  OF   IT. 


And  now  when  the  wildcrucss  bloRsoniR  like  a  wbc  and  good 

scttlin*^  landfl  begin,  to  be  of  Ronie  conRequence,  the  proprietors  of 
tlio  grant*  made  in  Provincial  iitncR  nndcr  Gov.  Bciuiing  Went- 
wortliy  having'  many  of  thcni  survived  the  llevolution,  commenced 
ijo  bestir  tlicniselvcR  and  look  shai-p  afT«r  tlieir  interests.  Mighty 
Imnndary  feuds  I>ogjin  to  urisr.,  for  noigliboring  jwojiles  set  on  by 
tlicir  patrons  tlie  proprio(-ors,  dnl  not  always  observe  the  old  rniuc- 
ini  of  "  cui*sed  be  he  who  i*oniovcth  his  noighboi*8'  land-marks," 
and  llio  riMzonM  of  \Vanvn  foniid  (hat  llieir  friends  across  the  fn>n- 
tiers  began  to  show  an  in<*linati<ui  to  trespass  on  their  fertile  pos- 
sessions. 

In  fiict  they  haul  some  excuse  for  so  doing,  for  in  laying  oat 
the  townships,  in  17(50  and  in  1761,  "the  suiTeyor  of  the  King's 
woods,''  employed  by  the  Governor,  luul  not  been  very  caixsful  to 
make  the  lines  of  townships  correspond.  Consequently  settlers 
upon  (hem  did  not  know  exacdy  where  the  linos  were,  nor  in  what 
town  they  lived,  and  so  did  not  scruple  to  conduct  themselves  in 
rather  a  lawless  manner. 

In  a  short  time,  gi-eat  complaints  began  to  arise,  and  the  town 
of  Warren  thus  finding  herself  encroached  upon,  by  means  of  the 
selectmen,  mighty  rulci-s,  and  the  lordly  proprictore,  who  of  course 
took  a  lively  intxirest  in  the  matter,  immediately  entered  into 
negotiadons  wi(h  the  neighboring  powers  i*ound  about.  It  is  a 
ti*adition  ollen  i*elated  that  by  dint  of  numei*ous  diplomatic  mis- 
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slonB  &  mooting  or  iiiHiiy  or  l)iu  town  proprietors  ftiid  iiniitcroiiti 
bonrda  of  selectmen  was  licld  at  Plymouth,  about  1778. 

It  wM  a  Jolly  old  meeting.  Tlioy  Irealc*!  thomselvea  on  grog, 
and  awallowcd  nil  tlio  vnriousklmbinf  liqunramixiMl  in  Mioxc  ilnjrs, 
and  tlwii,  wlicii  pretty  well  tlroil  up,  proiKe<le<l  le  ImsiiicMfi,  A 
chairman  and  cleric  wore  cluMon,  and  Uien  chartcn,  surveya,  and 


plans'^of  townaliipB,  were  produced.  Each  delegation  had  a 
sjieakcr  of  its  own  uTid  wanted  lo  bo  heaiil  Rvst,  and  uricd  ont,  onr 
lines  mn  so  itnd  ko,  iinr  I'.hnili^r  HiiyH  m>  ami  so,  our  liib<  ttrc  1oi-jit«(1 
so  and  so,  and  bo  on,  ad  inflHititin.  The  chaii-man  called  to  order, 
but  it  was  no  use.  Go»rusIon,  a  goddess,  (,'ut  coiil\iBcd.  Babel 
seemed  [to  have  arrived,  and  whim  ull  was  daltcr-and-lmng,  the 
meeting  broke  up  in  the  most  dignillcd  and  wonderful  manner. 
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But  it  is  a  liisiorical  fact,  on  record,  that  the  delegates  went 
liomo  and  conftidcred.  Some  of  the  wiser  ones  drew  up  a  petition 
to  <Iic  Io<^iRlatiire,  to  liave  a  committee  appointed  to  settle  the 
boundaries,  and  circulated  it.  It  was  extensively  signed,  and  when 
presented  to  the  Great  and  General  Court,  that  body  immediately 
acl4}d,  and  a))pointcd  a  committee  for  that  pui'pose.* 

Said  coiuniittce  were  nearly  four  years  performing  their  duties, 
and  they  had  luimcrous  meetings  at  which  many  boards  of  select- 
men and  proprietors'  committees  appeared.  They  also  employed 
several  surveyors  io  run  the  lines  and  set  up  the  bounds,  and  only 
injulo  their  ixjport  to  the  Legislature,  Sept.  24,  1781,  which  report 
was  approvfMl  and  tlie  bounds  thus  esinblished.t 

Stmngc  work  the  Court's  committee  as  they  were  called,  made 
with  our  young  and  vigorous  townsliip.  They  actually  pushed  it 
up  a  considerable  distance  to  the  north  and  east.  Think  of  it.  A 
whole  township  moved.  Piermont  and  Wentworth  on  the  west 
and  south,  got  large  slices  of  territory.  But  Warren  got  moixs  — 
clipping  of  large  portions  of  old  Coventry,  Peeling,  and  Treco- 
thick.  But  Warren  gained  no  settlers.  WentworUi  and  Piermont 
did.  Warren  lost  on  the  west,  Isaiali  Batchelder  and  Thomas 
Clark,  and  on  the  south,  Simeon  Smitli,  Peter  Stevens,  Joseph 
Kimball,  and  Lemuel  Keezer.  Besides  it  lost  of  unsettled  land 
four  lot>i  into  Coventry,  eight  into  Wentworth,  and  fifteen  into 
Piermont.  The  four  taken  by  Coventry  were  on  the  noith-west 
(corner ;  but  Wanton  got  far  more  land  from  Coventry  on  the  north- 
cast  boundary  than  it  lost. 

And  now  that  the  lines  were  changed,  the  losses  and  gains 
must  be  settled.  Tiiis  was  not  easily  done,  and  a  war  about  pay- 
in(Mil>4  aroMe  liot  and  (Mirnnst.     IHows  did  not  (M>nin  for  they  feared 


*  Tli«  CommiUco  wam  nnpoiiitcd  bv  nn  net  of  Iho  liOcifilntiiro  pnssod  Oct.  33, 
17S0.  mid  it  coiiHiKtcil  of  Ki>cnc7,or  TlionipRon,  .lonoph  liadgor,  Rl»enusor  Smith, 
]«cvi  i>onrboni,  and  .lohii  Smith,  KsqtiircH,  niid  tliov,  or  tlio  mi^or  part  of  thorn, 
woro  ntithorizod  to  Hiirvoy  liomiioy,  Wentworth,  Warren,  riymouth,  Campton, 
IMermont,  and  Orford. 

t  HOUNDS  OP  WAIIRRN. 

'*  irarrrn.— Ropriniiinc  at  a  baas  tree,  being  the  north-west  comer  bonnd  of 
Roinnny,  tlicuco  north,  21  doffrec6  east  (Ivo  and  throe-fourths  miles  to  a  manle 
tree:  thonro  north  about  74  degrees  west,  eight  miles  to  a  beech  tree,  being  the 
6outii-ca.Ht  corner  of  Haverhill;  thence  5|  degrees  west,  five  and  one-half  milea  to 
a  beech  tree,  the  north-east  comer  of  Orford,  thence  on  a  straight  line  to  the  bonnd 
began  at." 

These  are  supposctl  to  be  the  present  boundaries  of  Warron* 

V 
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the  great  central  poiirer,  the  mother  of  towns;  bat  litigatioii,  sodi 
as  the  old  Greeks  loved  so  well,  was  rife.  Warren  did  not  resort 
to  it,  bat  entered  into  negotiations  with  the  far  lands  of  Went- 
worthy  Picrmonty  and  Orford. 

Meeting  after  meeting  was  held  by  the  proprietont  to  settle  np 
tlie  difficulties.    Committees  witlioat  number  tried  tlieir  hand  at 
the  matter.    The  first  cliomn  June  17,  1785,  conHiRtcd  of  Enoch 
Page,  fh)m  down  country,  and  our  ritizcn,  Captain  AVilliam  lUit^ 
lor;  but  (liey  did  not  aaroinplish  tiiiy(liiii<(.    Thtni  Major  Jiiiic|ili 
Page,  another  down  country  gentleman,  waft  associated  with  Ga|)t. 
Butler.    They  went  into  a  minute  investigation  of  the  wliolo  matr 
tor,  and  made  a  (\ill  ]*ciK>rt,  nuirJi  (o  (ho  KariHlartion  of  tlie pro|>ric- 
tors.  Oct.  20, 1780,  Cupt.  William  Ifm^kett  was  chosen  a  committee 
to  settle  with  Gen.  Moulton,  agent  for  the  Proprietors  of  Piermont, 
on  acx»ant  of  land  given  to  Mossi-».  n:it(*lie1dor  and  Clark,    lint 
he  did  not  su<tcce<l,  and  allerwanl  ^^ajor  JoM^ph  Pago,  by  onYer  of 
Warren  Proprietors,  laid  out  two  hundred  acit^  on  Green  moan- 
tain,  now  called  Sentinel  mountain,  to  satisfy  tlie  claims  of  oor 
western  power.  • 

Then  other  scttlomonls  had  to  l>c  made.  The  (own  of  Weiit^ 
worth  got  move  (lian  Ibiir  linndivd  acres  in  >V'^arn^n,  on  acctmnt  of 
what  WaiTen's  Proprietors  had  given  of  Wen(worth  lands  to  sct- 
tlcrH.  A  goiMlly  lot  in  Warn;n  had  to  U)  givon  (o  Orford,  on 
account  of  the  i>i*ctty  quadri lateral  on  the  fioutli-oast  comer,  which 
the  proprietors  had  also  given  away  to  a  setdcr,  but  which  belonged 
to  Orford  town.  Perhaps  sonic  may  niallciously  think  Warren 
was  more  to  blame  alM)nt  boundary  feuds  (han  her  neighbors,  bat 
we  must  positively  ni«suro  (hem  (hat  it  WJis  no(  so. 

In  (ho  matter  with  Covcn(ry,  now  Benton,  the  conclusion  was 
anivcd  at  that  the  changes  or  swops  wem  about  equal,  although 
there  was  KonnMlifllcnKy  in  n>Ialioii  (o  (he  Ilowles  lo(,  so  calletl 
fi-om  (Miarles  Uowles,  who  served  in  (he  war  and  atterwanls  was 
a  celebra(ed  reviv]dis(,  that  Covcn(ry*s  Proprietoi*s  had  given  away, 
but  which  ac(ual1y  belonged  to  Warren. 

Now  (hat  the  boundaries  arc  set  up  wi(li  stability,  the  proprie- 


_j^*  "Juuu  28,  17S7.— VulcMl,  That  Cnpt.  Williuiu  UatkcU  give  iien.  Moulton. 
agent  fur  ricriiioiit,  iiniiicdiato  iiotict*  to  niako  liiB  pitrli  of  dlM)  nrroa  of  laiul  iu 
Warrcii,  in  conHidcratiou  of  tlial  <|iiaiilily  lakcii  into  IMcrniont,  Hctlliil  by  TiiOtf. 
Clurk  and  iHaiali  Uatciielilcr,  by  tliu  lUlli  of  Ch-lobcr  next,  anil  that  W  liu  doili  uot 
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t4)rs  caino  to  tlic  conclnsion  tliat  a  new  survey  of  the  whole  terri- 
tory was  actually  needed.  The  Leavitt  sui-vey,  running  as  far 
north  as  the  eleven  mile  tree^  the  Cummings  survey,  the  Rindge 
survey,  would  not  answer  at  all,  and  they  immediately  contracted 
with  Josiah  Dui'iiham,  school-master,  to  make  an  accurate  plan  of 
the  txiwn.  lie  entered  upon  the  work,  but  it  was  a  long  time  befoi^e 
he  finished  it.  lie  re-mn  the  lots,  established  the  range  lines  and 
surveyed  the  divisions,  making  everything  harmonize  as  much  as 
possible  with  the  old  surveys,  tlie  propnetore'  drawing  of  lots  and 
the  fonner  sales  by  deed. 

But  he  did  not  lay  down  the  i*oads  and  brooks,  nor  trace  the 
eonrse  of  the  river;  neither  did  he  indicate  the  locMillty  of  the 
ponds,  and  the  mountains.     lie  had  no  taslx;  fm*  such  things. 

Ihit  he  was  accurate  as  far  as  he  went,  and  his  plan  has  been 
the  foundation  of  every  map  of  tlie  hamlet  made  since.  May  4, 
1795,  the  proprietors  accepted  his  work  and  paid  him  a  vast  sum 
for  doing  it. 

Thus  the  lines  wei^e  settled  and  peace  pi^evailed  once  more 
along  the  bordci*s.  It  continned  for  more  than  fifty  years,  and  was 
only  dislnrbed  by  old  reeling  and  Trecothick,  who  gi*ew  jealous 
of  our  vigorous  democracy,  and  raised  another  boundaiy  feud,  as 
will  be  related  in  a  subsequent  book  of  this  history. 

miiko  Hniil  |)it4'li  by  xniil  Mmo,  IhnnCJnpt.  IlackcU  to  1  ny  300  nnroii  of  oqnal  ffoodnoAii 
UM  iiiMtr  llir  line  ol  l*i(*nii<tiit  .'ih  ronviMilftnllv  iiiny  Ins  iukI  iniiku  rcltirn  Uioroor  tit 
the  luljouniiiicnt  nl  this  muctiii|^." — I'ropriolorp'ltccords. 

*  Seo  Pnipriclors'  lloconls  for  rtill  iiotco  about  Inndn  tnkcn  into  other  towim. 


CHAPTER  X. 


OF  THE  mOHTT  REQUniTES  NSCBSSART  TO  HAKE  A  PERFECT  DE- 
HOCEACY ;  ALL  GRAFHICALLY  PORTUATED  IK  THE  MOST  ATTRAO- 
TTVB  HANKER. 


Does  any  one  wish  to  know  what  are  the  requisites  to 
make  a  perfect  community,  a  complete  town  organizntion, .  then 
let  him  in  addition  to  what  wo  have  already  stated,  read  this  chap- 
ter of  our  no  less  g^reat  than  modest  history,  and  a  tolerable  idea 
can  be  obtained. 

And  first  of  all,  after  houses,  mills,  and  cleared  lands,  good 
roads  were  greatly  needed  and  our  valiant  citizens  went  bi-avcly  to 
work  to  build  them.  The  old  proprietors'  highway,  paiily  follow- 
ing the  route  of  tlie  Indian  trail,  did  not  suit  them,  and  so  they 
surveyed  a  new  road  over  Itcd  Ouk  hill,  ilii*ougli  '^  l*utchlii*cuck- 
land,"  across  the  Asquamchumauke  or  Baker  river,  through  the 
centre  district,  over  the  Mikaseota  or  Black  bi*ook,  along  tlie  basin 
of  Runaway  pond,  and  winding  away  over  the  Tfcight-o'-land  l)y 
Tarleton  lake  to  Piermont.  U  was  four  rods  wide,  and  aftx^rwards 
was  a  great  thoroughfai-e,  the  iii*8t  ox  teams  fix)m  Coos  passing 
over  it  soon  after  it  was  built,  to  tlio  sea-hoard,  a  circumstance 
most  pleasingly  narrated  by  Rev.  Grant  Powers,  the  distinguished 
historian  of  the  '*  Cowass  country." 

And  then  a  road,  now  discontinued,  was  laid  out  on  the  west 
side  of  the  Asquamchumauke,  following  the  old  Indian  trail  and 
the  proprietors'  firat  liighway  fi*om  Wcntworth  line  to  the  mouth 
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of  Black  brook,  for  Uio  occoinmodatiou  of  l^athaniel  Clough,  who 
had  juRt  settled  on  that  side  of  the  river. 

From  Black  brook  bridge  over  Beech  hill  to  Wentworth  line 
another  was  cut  for  the  benefit  of  'Squiro  Abel  Merrill/  a  new 
Rettlcr  on  tlio  hill  among  Uie  beeches  and  maples. 

Leading  from  the  last  at  a  point  where  now  stands  Beech  hill 
school-house,  a  fourth  road  ran  away  to  the  west  high  up  on  the 
side  of  Sentinel  mountain,  to  accommodate  Mi*.  Amos  Littlest 
who  was  at  this  time  clearing  a  beautiful  and  fertile  spot  in  the 
woods,  a  delightful  breezy  sunsiiiuy  nest  on  the  hill,  fix)m  which 
he  could  overlook  the  valley  and  out  upon  tlie  panorama  of  great 
eastern  mountains. 

The  selectmen  also  hurried  to  lay  out  a  road  over  P}ne  hlU 
from  Chase  Whitchci-'s  by  John  WliitcheWs  down  to  the  "  Society 
8chool-houRe,"t  ^  i^  was  sometimes  called,  in  the  Centre  district. 
For  sovci-al  years  Aaron  Welch,**  who  lived  near  whera  the  ceme- 
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Benjamin,  bom  Oct.  19, 178i.  Joseph,  born  Feb.  16. 171)6. 

John,  born  Mch.  4, 178G.  Wiliram,  bom  Apr.  10, 1800. 

Dnnicl,  born  Mch.  24, 1788.  Ira,  born  July  17, 1803. 

8nlly,  bom  Mch.  0, 1700.  Tamar.  born  Mch.  9, 1805. 

Polly,  born  Mch.  28, 1702.  Hannah,  bora  Apr.  8, 1807. 

Detecy,  bom  Juno  0, 1794.  John  L.  bom  May  8, 1810. 
Samuel  L.  bom  Apr.  10, 170G. 

Names  or  those  voters  who  moved  into  town  in  1789 : — 

John  Abbott.  Ebonexor  Hidden.  Abel  MerrUl. 

John  ItnilfTor.  (I)  John  Hidden.  Biohard  Flllabiiry. 

Snuiiiel  Fellows.  Amos  Little. 

Jonathan  Fellows.  Silas  Lund. 

(1)  John  Badger  was  a  curious  genius.  He  once  ran  away  to  avoid  his  credi- 
tors, and  they  went  after  him  and  brought  him  back.  Then  he  acquired  considera- 
ble nrooerty,  ran  away  again,  but  his  debtors  did  not  got  go  after  nim  to  bring  him 
back.  He  scolded  and  said  he  thought  it  was  a  poor  rule  that  would  not  work  both 
ways. 

fAMOS  ANI>  IIRTBRY  (KimboU)  UTTLB^S  FAMILT  RBGOKD. 

Snily,  bom  May  .11, 1787,  at  Plaistow.  William,  bom  June  10.  1808. 

T.'uiiar,  bom  Aug. 26, 17HU,at  Warren.  Jonathan,  born  June8. 1804, 

Jnmcs,  bom  Sept.  0, 1791.  John,  bom  Mch.  7, 1800. 

Benjamin,  bom  Sept.  22, 1708.  Judith  and  DoUy,  twins,  bom  Feb. 

Hotty,  bom  Aug.  31,  179A.  25, 1810. 

AMi<iH,ltom  l><M*..  ir»,  1797.  Kimball,  bom  Jan.  8, 18J6. 

•loHHC,  bnrn  July  4,  IHINK 

(  I.  "  VoUmI  (o  allow  StcvcnM  Merrill  £0-4-0,  Capt.  Wm.  Butler  0  shillings,  and 
KiiMign  (Jo|i|i .'{  HliillingH,  for  tlioir  simvIcon  as  a  c«miniitt4*4i,  laying  out  A  rofld  Arom 
Covrntry  lino  to  tin*  Sm-lcty  Holiool-houHO,  on  (Joos  roa«i." 

"  Votoil  to  lay  onl  the  road  through  Mr.  Aaron  Welch's  land,  near  the  bank  of 
the  rlv(;r,  direct  aH  \n  convenient  IVom  his  house  to  the  Hociety  scltooi-house.^ 

**  AAUDN  ANJ>  IIRTTY  WKLCII'8  PAMItT  UBCOnD. 

Moses,  bom  Dec.  10, 1788,  at  Warren.  Oliver,  bom  April  10, 1700. 

Aaron,  bom  8opt.  8, 1791.  Thomas,  bom  Aug.  18, 1801. 

Judith,  bom  May  19, 1793.  L*ois,  bom  Mav  10, 1804. 

Betttey,  bom  Apr.  18, 1796.  Sally,  bom  Feb.  90, 1807. 
Samuel,  bom  May  16, 1797. 
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tery  is  now,  by  vote  in  public  asflembly,  waa  allowed  to  have  two 
gates  upon  it. 

Then  one  was  laid  out  for  Chidstian  William  Wlntcmou  xound 
the  east  side  of  Tarleton  lake ;  another  from  Ileight-oMand  road 
across  Runaway  pond  valley  to  Pine  hill  road,  and  yet  another 
fh>m  said  Pino  hill  road  across  lUny  brook,  tlirough  Streamy 
valley,  far  into  the  £ast-parte  i-cgions.  Samuel  Knight,  who  had 
served  in  the  wars,  built  his  cabin  beside  it.^  It  was  a  fttul  dwell- 
ing, and  througli  the  crevices  of  its  roof  blew  tlie  summer  winds, 
and  the  stars  shone  in  at  night.  Knight  was  a  man  of  pleosaut 
adventures,  and  a  narrator  of  wild  and  sUrlling  tniditions.  Ho 
found  where  the  Indians  lived  in  the  valley  and  turned  up  their 
stone  aiTOw-heads  with  his  plow,  lie  had  been  a  brave  man  lu 
his  country's  battles,  and  exhibited  nci-vc  in  his  encounters  in  tlio 
woods. 

These  were  the  principal  higliways,  but  tiB  the  years  went  by, 
rofids  were  laid  out  up  into  Moosehiliock  district,  to  accommodate 
James  and  Moses  Williams,  Caleb  IIoman,t  and  Samuel  Merrill, 
who  had  settled  in  that  section ;  up  Patch  hill,  towards  Glen  |ioud8, 
for  the  benefit  of  Mr.  Iteuben  Dalchclder  and  Capt.  Stephen  Flan- 
ders, who  had  settled  in  the  £ast-purte  countiy ;  round  the  foot  of 
Moosehiliock  to  the  Summit;  up  High  street,  through  the  North 
woods;  from  Pine  liill  i*oad,  up  towards  AVcbstcr-slide  Mt.  by 
Wachipauka  i)oiid,  to  convene  Mr.  Paul  Mcader,  a  new  settler  in 
this  part  of  the  hamlet;  down  Ilcight-o'-land  ix>ad  by  Eastman 
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lie  was  bom  in  Plalstow,  Feb.  21, 17S7.  Sarah  Hradley,  fits  wire,  was  bora  In  Plmia* 

tow,  Aug.  33, 17U0.  Married  Aug.  20, 1778. 

Susannah,  born  May  25, 17711.  Abigair,  bora  Apr.  10, 1790. 

Abigail,  bom  Apr.  7. 1782.  Polly,  born  Oct.  21, 17tf2. 

Mairicd  Mary  MeiTill,  Aug.  20, 1781.  nctty,  born  Apr.ao,  ]7!i5. 

Nathuuicl,  bora  Apr.  20, 1785.  Kuth,  born  July  17, 17*.I8. 

Stevens,  l>ora  May  0, 178U.  Hannah  B.,  born  Jidy  IG,  1801. 
Sarah,  bom  Feb.  3, 1788. 

New  voters  In  1700  :— 

Amos  Clark.  James  Little.  Thomas  Pillsbnry. 

John  Gardner.  Ilunicl  Piku.  C.  William  Whitcmaia. 

t  OALKB  AND  UUTII  (Merrill)  UOMAN'8  FAMILY  RKCORD. 

Married,  Jan.  18  1780.  Joneph,  bora  Oct.  11,  I7U7. 

Sally,  born  Aug.  10,  1780.  Maiy,  bora  July  14,  1800. 

Joseph,  born  Apr.  23, 1?J2.    Died  Juno  Kulh,  bora  FuIj.  2(>,  1803. 

20, 1701.  Alary,  bora  June  U,  1800. 
Susanna,  bom  Apr.  20, 1706. 

New  voters  in  1701*:— 

Davi<l  ISadger.  Knoch  I'age. 

JoMph  Knight.  Dr.  Josupb  Peters. 


A  WILD-CAT  OVKBOOME  WITU  A  OOAD8TICK.  848 

pomlR  (o  ricrinont,  uiid  up  Patch  bi*ook  on  to  Picked  liill,  wliero  a 
sou  of  Joseph  Patch  Imd  built  a  cabin  and  conimouccd  a  cleadng. 

TliCRe  roiuls  wci*e  f^cnis  in  (hcinselvcB,  being  so  much  better 
than  none  at  all;  but  however  gmnl,  they  wcro  often  presented  to 
the  grand  jury  by  indignant  men,  who  jolting  over  them  thought 
they  ought  to  be  indicted  and  tlieroby  made  better. 

Tlien  an  attempt  was  made  to  lay  out  a  road  to  old  Trecothick, 
now  Ellsworth,  across  the  depression  between  Carr  and  Kinoo 
mountains,  and  by  fJlen  ponds;  but  it  was  never  accompUshcdy 
much  to  the  detriment  of  llsheruien  who  wish  to  visit  those  beau- 
tiful sheets  of  water.* 

On  these  roads  have  happened  many  a  stmnge  adventnra 
worthy  of  recoixl  in  this  remarkable  liistory.  Ox  teams,  as  we 
have  said  l)efot*e,  drawing  pondei'ous  freights  to  and  from  tlio 
Cowass  country;  great  canvass  covered  teams,  drawn  by  eight 
horses,  coming  all  the  way  down  ft*om  tlie  traditionary  laud  of 
Canada;  ridei*s  n))oii  horseback,  like  Johny  Balch,  who  carried  the 
mail  and  blew  a  horn  in  the  woods,  and  long  trains  of  pungs  and 
two  hoi-se  sleds  with  jingling  *'  colFee  bells  "  and  shouting  drivers, 
coming  from  the  high  north  country  in  winter,  used  them. 

Once  Mr.  Sanuuil  Klanders  slew  an  enormous  wild  cat  tliat 
was  devouring  a  goose  on  the  Fleight-o'-land  i*oad  by  Tarlcton 
lake.  The  hungry  bnisl.  was  Um  fond  ()f  p<iullry  to  have  a  prudent 
ivgard  for  it^  own  safety,  and  Mr.  h\  not  having  a  thought  of 
danger,  with  a  large  goad  stick  attacked  the  cat  and  with  a  single 
blow  killed  it. 

Races  have  been  run  upon  them,  when  they  were  not  in  so 
good  a  condition  as  they  now  are.    AVhen  tlio  East-parte  routef 

*  l*ni(l  Aliol  ]^lcrriU  nitcl  .lo8rjili  rnicli  $1.00  oncli  for  mcctinsr  selectmen  of 
Ellsworth  iiufl  cxnmiiiiiifc  n  rniitc  lor  n  roail.— 8co  Scloctinon's  JInitl>ook. 

Nap  Vntfrn.—U\  ITltt,  Uriah  Ooffg^.lnsinh  Mngoon.  InlTWl,  Abrnm  Aloxnnder, 
Thomnfi  lloyntnii,  .lohn  ClinKO,  David  8.  Crniff,  Daniel  Welch.  In  1704,  Stephen 
UaUger.    In'  17U5,  Stephen  Fhuulcris,  Jlaniabas  Nilcs. 

f.lohn  Low  livoil  on  the  KiiMt-imrto  nmd.  lie  woa  a  Tery  ncnt  nrnnor,  and 
would  follow  llic  man  who  rra|K;d  for  biin  and  cut  up  the  Htray  stnlkn  of  ffrain 
which  the  reaper  would  Iciavo  about  the  Htnnips  and  rock  heaps,  wiUi  Ills  Jack- 
knilV. 

Mr  Imd  ihe  very  (M'ononiicnl  ludiil  ol'ltiyinK  b)  bnl  all  day,  winter  tiincA,  and  at 
dark  would  yokr  up  hin  team  and  go  Into  tlie  Torest  nlXer  a  load  of  woml.  Ho 
would  ofivn  work  nil  uifrhl  at  bin  Iiu.hiuohh.  Mv  unrle  Annon  one  bitter  cold  night 
Huw  liiui  HtiuiiuK  out  Willi  hiH  r.nllln  al  1)  I*.  M.,  for  a  load  of  W(mn1. 

•folui  Low,  oiiv  wiutrr,  louud  two  IuikIh'Ih  of  HwallowN  in  a  hollow  birch  tree. 
Thcv  wrru  torpid  when  Touud,  but  wore  lively  rnoufrh  nner  they  hod  laid  beforo 
the  fire  a  flhoit  time.  .Fohn  J^ibbcy  and  Nathaniel  Merrill  sawtnete  swallowt.(?) 
*Squiru  Uoorgo  Llbboy  afllnned  tbAt  ho  taw  these  •wallows.C  ?) 
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was  first  cleared,  Mrs.  Samuel  Knight,  Mrs.  Caleb  noman,  aeoom- 
panied  by  several  other  women,  and  a  young  man  by  the  name  of 
Webster,  who  was  Ax>m  Landaff,  went  to  Mr.  Stephen  Flanders'  to 
pay  the  fiimily  a  visit.  On  then*  return  home  when  tlicy  arrived  near 
the  bridge  over  what  is  sometimes  called  Moosehillock  falls  iioar 
Eust-parte  school-house,  Mistresses  Knight  and  Human  clialleiigod 
young  Webster,  who  was  mounted  on  a  very  fleet  horse,  to  a  race. 
At  first  he  did  not  like  to  consent,  but  tlicy  strongly  urged  liim 
and  he  acquiesced.  Whipping  up,  they  went  over  the  rough  road 
for  the  distance  of  a  mile  and  a  half,  at  almost  lightning  speed, 
when  Webster  who  had  tlie  fastest  horse  praved  tlie  whiner,  much 
to  the  chagrin  of  Uie  racing  ladies.  Mr.  W.,  when  an  old  man, 
remarked  in  telling  the  story  that  he  had  rode  over  that  piece  of 
road  many  times  since,  but  never  a  quarter  so  fast  as  then. 

Soldiers  have  marched  over  them.  Many  a  time  on  little  train- 
ing day,  fiood-wood,  slam-bang  and  string-bean  companies,  and 
others  that  were  entitled  to  more  respect,  have  right-wheeled  and 
lefb-wheeled  upon  them.  Col.  Moses  II.  Clement,^  son  of  Col. 
Obadiah,  marched  a  whole  regiment  along  the  Ileight-o'-land,  or 
old  Coos  road,  tlie  fii*st  one  tliut  ever  mustered  in  Warren. 

Battles  have  been  waged  upon  them.  The  fiercest  one  was 
fought  one  night  when  it  was  ^*  dark  as  pitch,"  by  Samuel  Knight 
and  a  terrible  foe.  It  had  lightened,  tliniulci*cd,  rained,  and 
hailed,  'Hike  great  guns,"  and  Mr.  K.  who  was  drip])iiig  wot  in 
his  camp  by  Silver  rill,  i*osolved  to  go  home  to  his  boarding  place 
at  Joseph  Merrill's  inn.  At  the  foot  of  tlie  hill,  near  Berry  brook 
bridge,  something  stopped  hini.  Thei*e  was  a  low  dceii  gix>wl  and 
directly  before  him,  seemingly,  two  balls  of  ^ve  flashed  in  the 
blackness.  He  shouted,  and  tlie  bear,  for  such  was  his  enemy, 
leaped  upon  him  grasping  liiiii  with  it^  fore  puws  and  scmtclioil 
him  fearfully.  It  was  a  cntical  moment,  but  Knight's  right  arm 
was  free,  and  quick  as  tliought  he  pulled  a  knife  fi'om  his  pocket, 
opened  it  with  liis  teeth,  and  thixist  it  with  despemtc  force  into  the 

M08K8  U.  AND  TAMAU  (LUtU)  CLKMKNT'8  PAIIILY  RECOKD. 

Russell  K.,  born  Apr.  10, 180i).  Saruli,  born  Dec.  21).  1822. 

Ilazcn,  bom  Dec.  14, 1811.  William,  born  Jan.  2U,  1825. 
Elizabeth,  bom  Feb.  28,  1814.    Died       Daniel  Q.,  bom  Alay  31, 18SG. 

Jan.  27,  1815.  Kliza,  born  Jan.  20,  l»i8. 

James,  bom  Nov.  10, 1815.  John,  bom  Aug.  12, 1830. 

Josepb,  bom  Apr.  8, 1818.  Tamar  J.,  bom  Dec.  4, 1832. 
Amos  Little,  bom  Deo.  12, 1820. 


A  BEAR  KILLED  WITH  A  JACK-KNIFE.  345 

Rulo  of  tlio  bear.  Luckily  it  pierced  its  heart,  and  instantly  relax- 
ing its  hold,  it  fell  niM)n  the  ground  and  expired.  Knight  was 
severely  torn  by  the  claws  of  the  bear,  and  sitting  down  by  his 
dead  enemy  concluded  to  remain  there  during  the  night.  But  the 
clouds  shortly  broke  away,  tlie  stara  came  out,  the  moon  shone 
bnghtly,  and  clianging  his  mind,  he  huiTied  home. 

itoturning  tlio  next  morning  with  his  friends,  he  found  a  bear 
of  the  largest  class  which  gave  evident  tokens  that  she  was 
engaged  rearing  her  young.  This  probably  induced  her  to  attack 
Mr.  K.,  something  she  would  not  have  done  under  any  other  cir- 
cumstances. 

Men  have  died  on  tliem.  Richard  Pillsbuiy,  who  lived  in 
Weiitworih,  had  boon  (o  llavfU'liill  on  foot  one  cold  stormy  ^vintcr 
day.  Climbing  Red-oak  hill  at  night,  on  his  return,  he  became 
chilled  tlirough,  lay  down  in  the  road  and  died.  In  the  morning 
his  dog  came  to  the  door  of  his  home  and  howled,  then  seemed  to 
look  towai-ds  the  road  on  the  hill.  They  followed  and  found  him 
there.  Friends  and  neighbors  can*ied  him  home,  then  buried  him 
in  the  grave  yard  by  the  mossy  stream, — "  down  on  the  east  side." 
To-day  he  is  almost  foi'gotten,  and  soon  would  be  lost  to  the 
memory  of  men  forever,  did  we  not  hero  record  his  death. 

In  order  to  make  these  roads  roally  serviceable,  bridges  wore 
wanted  and  must  be  had  over  the  little  meadow  streams,  across 
the  mountain  torrents,  and  spanidng  the  river.  Most  of  these  were 
easily  built;  but  tlic  groat  work  of  that  time  was  the  building  of 
tlie  large  bridge  over  the  Asquamchumauke,  near  the  mouth  of 
Black  brook,  tlie  Mikaseota.  The  citizens  of  Warron  had  sent  a 
\clicr  to  tlie  proprietors,  praying  for  aid,  and  the  godfatliers  of  the 
hamlet  gcnorouHly  voted  nineU».en  pounds  ten  shillings  and  seven 
[MMice  (x>  buikl  the  bridge.  On  the  Milrd  of  March,  1784,  at  a  pub- 
lic meeting,  Jonathan  Merrill,  Joshua  Copp,  and  Joseph  Patch, 
wero  appointed  a  committee  to  peiibrm  the  work,  and  authorized 
to  proceed  as  far  as  the  money  would  go.  They  commenced  the 
work  at  once.  They  laborod  themselves,  they  paid  Stevens  Mer- 
rill throe  pounds  for  plank  to  put  on  it,  and  Obadiah  Clement  two 
pounds  seventeen  shillings  and  one  pemiy,  for  labor,  besides  yast 
sums  paid  to  otlier  individuals. 

That  the  work  might  go  on  bravely,  they  purchased  at  the 
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price  of  sirteen  BbilliD^^,  a  littlo  old  nun  ^'  to  wet  tlieir  wliiBtles 
and  Btraiifj^icu  tlicir  iiiuhcIcs."  Moses  Tnie,  it  is  Hiiid,  onco  ciirriod 
tlio  great  stouo  Jug  to  Stevens  Morrill's,  who  kept  the  pure  *'  west 
eudea/'  to  get  it  tilled.  Mr.  M.  was  away,  and  ho  wont  into  tlio 
kitchen.  It  was  a  sight  that  met  liis  eyes  not  oflen  seen  in  tliose 
degenei-ate  days.  Mrs.  Men*iU  was  mounted  on  the  loom,  wliidi 
stood  in  one  comer  of  the  room,  smoking  and  weaving  with  all 
her  might,  the  fhmes  of  her  tobacco  i)ipe  mingling  with  the  wins 
of  the  shuttle,  the  Jandng  of  the  lathe  and  the  clattering  of  Uie 
treadles,  while  buzz,  buzz,  went  tJie  rapid  wheel,  and  creak,  creak, 
the  windle  fh>m  which  run  the  yam  tliat  her  gi-andchild,  dangfater 
of  'Squire  Jonathan,  was  quilling. 

But  Moses  Tme  was  a  dauntless  youth.  ^*  Come  down, "  said 
he,  showing  the  Jug.  At  fii*st  she  was  not  inclined  to  accommo- 
date liim ;  but  he  persisted,  and  she  put  up  a  gallon  of  the  good 
creature  that  was  so  nmch  needed  in  those  days.^ 

Uow  tliey  worked  when  they  got  the  exhilcradng  drams  of 
good  grog.  How  the  axes  flew  in  tlie  great  pine  timbers,  how  tlie 
mallets  resounded  as  tlie  mortices  were  made,  how  the  augurs  bit 
as  they  gnawed  tln*ough  the  wood,  turned  by  strong  arms,  and 
how  the  shovels  went  as  they  dug  gixuit  ti*endics  in  the  lM>tt(»ni  of 
the  sti*eani  in  which  to  place  the  nuid  sills  on  which  the  bridgo 
would  stiind. 

They  dnuik  better  rum  in  those  days  than  now.  There  was 
not  so  much  strychnine  in  it.  Besides,  there  wei*e  no  temperance 
societies  then ;  the  ministei*s  drank  themselves. 

But  when  the  bridge  was  raised  tlicy  drank  lots  of  tlie  good 
creature.    The  great  rulera  of  the  town,  the  selectmen,  paid  Joshua 


*  1781.~Paid  Stevens  Merrill  for  plunk  to  build  tlio  bridge  over  Hakor  rivor, 

three  pounds. 
Paid  Stevens  Mcn'iU  for  rum  to  riiisc  the  bridge,  eight  shillings. 
"     Obadiah  Clements,  two  pounds  seventeen  shiiiings  one  penny,  in  Aill  pay 
for  work  done  on  the  bridge  over  linker  river. 
Ordered  Conntable  Itutler  to  iiay  Kphruim  True  eight  shillings,  it  being  for 
rum  that  he  found  to  build  the  bri(ige,  which  sum  it<  tu  be  taken  out  of  his  note  thai 
he  gave  to  the  town. 

OHADIAll  CLKMKNT.j   seloi-tmon 
SAMUKI.  KMCIIT,        \  "ciocimcn. 

Paid  to  Joshua  Merrill  sixteen  Hhilllngs,  it  being  Utv  lw<»g:illt>us  of  rum  thai  lie 
found  for  the  town  to  be  spent  in  raibiug  the  river  bridge,  which  i»to  be  allowetl  to 
hjm  on  the  former  account. 

March  27, 17S({.— Paid  ObaTliah  Clement  two  pounds  two  Hhillings  and  cluvuu 
l>ouce,  it  being  duo  to  him  for  work  done  on  tiie  bridge  over  linker  river. 

.lOSEPlI  PATCH,        I  soloctmen 
WILLIAM  BUTLER,  |  »o*oc*™«a- 
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Merrill  sixteen  shilliugs  for  two  gallons  that  lie  furuished,  and 
eight  sliilliiigs  to  Ephraim  True  for  one  gallon  found  by  him ;  all 
for  the  pui-pose  of  raising.  Thi-ee  gallons  I  WonderM  to  I'clato, 
AviMi  this  powerful  assistance,  they  got  tlie  bridge  up  without  diffi- 
culty, and  then  the  work  stopped ;  the  funds  were  all  spent. 

July  G,  at  a  town  meeting,  the  itsportof  the  distinguished  com- 
mittee was  accepted,  and  then,  that  tlie  enteiiniso  might  go  on, 
voted  to  finish  the  bridge  at  tlie  town's  expense.  That  the  work 
might  be  done  at  i*easonablo  rates,  **  Voted  to  let  the  finishing  of 
the  bridge  to  the  lowest  bidder,"  and  Col.  Clement  having  bid  five 
pounds,  it  was  struck  oil'  to  him.  There  was  some  planking  and 
ronsidorable  grading  to  be  done,  but  before  the  summer  was  over 
the  great  work  was  complete. 

But  tlie  building  the  bridge  over  Patch  bi'ook  was  a  gi*eatcr 
work  than  the  one  over  the  Asquamchumauke.  A  mighty  freshet 
happened  about  tliese  times ;  somebody  said  '^  a  cloud  bt*oko  on 
Moosehillock,"  the  river  overflowed  its  banks  and  spi*cad  out  across 
all  the  intervals.  Of  course  a  portion  of  the  river  water  ran  down 
the  valley  of  Pat>cli  brook,  and  the  shrewd  citizens  tliought  a 
bridge  would  certainly  be  needed  from  high  bank  to  liigh  bank, 
and  they  proceeded  to  erect  one  immediately.  It  reached  f^om  the 
Forks  school-house  twenty  rods  away  to  the  spot  whei-o  the  little 
britlgo  now  spans  llie  rill  at  the  foot  of  the  northern  bank.  Twenty 
pounds  sterling  the  town  appropriated  March  18, 1790,  to  com- 
mence the  work,  and  chose  Joseph  Patch,  Stephen  llichai'dson, 
Stevens  Merrill,  and  Joshua  Copp,  a  committee  to  lay  it  out. 

It  only  made  a  beginning.  Next  year  in  meeting  assembled 
the  citizens  enacted,  after  the  manner  of  other  great  legislative 
bodies,  that  they  would  appropriate  '^  as  much  of  that  money  as 
was  raised  to  lay  out  on  the  highways  as  will  finish  the  bridge  near 
Joseph  I'aldi's  house." 

Then  tlie  work  glowed  and  the  mighty  stiiictui'O  advanced ; 
the  money  was  all  laid  out.  Theix)  came  a  halt,  and  the  bridge 
was  not  finished.  The  year  1792  came.  Not  a  drop  of  river  water 
had  llowetl  down  Patch  brook  valley  for  three  yeare.  The  warrant 
'for  the  assembling  of  the  democmcy  that  year  contained  the  fol- 
lowing article: — <' To  see  what  method  the  town  will  take  to 
finish  the  bridge." 
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At  the  meeting  when  the  article  came  up  to  he  acted  upon, 
some  shrewd  citizen  who  was  given  to  doahting  suggested  that  be 
douhtcd  very  mucli  if  Uic  bridge  was  needed  at  all ;  that  ho  guessed 
the  groaud  where  tlie  water  did  not  ran  *^  was  safer  to  trayel  npou 
than  plankSy  and  a  mighty  sight  cheaper."  lie  was  heard  by  the 
assembled  wisdom  in  silence,  and  the  projectors  of  the  long  bridge 
]ooke<l  grave  and  wise  as  owls.  Some  one  suggested  tJiat  tlie  mat- 
ter iMitter  be  postponed  to  a  ftitura  day,  and  tlius  it  was  disposed  of. 

The  half  completed  bridge  stood  all  summer  a  silent  monii- 
ment  of  the  great  ft^shet  and  the  sageuess  of  men.  Next  year  it 
is  recorded  that  '<  Long  Patch  bridge  "  is  yet  unsettled  for,  bat  no 
action  was  taken  in  the  ma£ter.  By  some  mishap,  while  the  <dti- 
zens  were  deliberating  what  to  do  with  it,  in  the  hot  summer  a 
spark  of  fire  fell  upon  the  work ;  tlie  flames  leaped  up  devouring 
sills,  posts,  stringers,  and  planks,  and  tlio  noble  work  was  gone 
forever. 

Two  short  bridges  were  afterwards  erected  in  its  place  which 
are  continued  to  this  day.* 

And  now,  roods  and  biidges  complete,  travel  through  our  ham- 
let much  inci-cased  as  was  hinted  before,  and  tlio  business  of  tav- 
emiug  grew  to  be  the  best  in  town.  Ijenuicl  lCeezer,t  who  lived 
on  the  southern  border,  immediately  opened  a  hotel  and  kept  it  for 
a  long  time.  Stevens  Menlll  had  accommodations  for  man  and 
beast;  Ids  son,  Joseph  Merrill,  oi>encd  a  Iiostclrie  on  the  plain 

*Tlie  river  flowed  under  Patch  brook  bridKe  again  in  1868;  alao  in  1806  and  In 
180V. 


I LSMUBL  KsKZBR's  lavem  sign  had  a  dove  painted  on  one  side  and  a  sorpeni 
on  the  otiier.  Wlien  aslced  why  he  hud  hucIi  a  sign,  lie  replied  tiiat  it  repruMUited 
hlmBelf;  that  someUmes  he  was  a  serpent,  but  more  often  lie  was  a  heavenly  doTO. 

Keezer  waa  a  roost  remarkable  man,  and  very  keen  withal,  as  our  readers  wUl 
learn  in  a  subsequent  part  or  this  historv.  He  once  hud  two  of  his  relatives  stop 
with  him  over  night.  They  hud  a  guy  time,  und  when  they  humcssetl  up  in  Uie 
morning  they  thanked  him  for  his  hospiUility,  but  he  never  minded  them  and  aaid 
we  will  settle  the  bills  at  the  bar,  gentlemen.  Thev  were  surprised  and  said  they 
thought  thev  were  courtins.  Kct^xeHH  eyes  twinkle^l,  and  ho  said  Just  pay  Uio 
money,  goutleinou,  und  then  wo  will  bo  (voiihIiih. 

Keezer  set  scythes  in  his  on'Jiurd  to  cut  the  boys  who  stole  his  fruit.  Ouo 
Amos  Clurk.  u cunning  youth,  f«)uiid  *'  the  niuii  trui»  "  on  a  nio<m-shiiiy  nigtit,  and 
drove  it  to  the  heel  Into  the  ground,  Keezer  piously  forguve  thu  trespussur,  aiiU 
spent  two  hours  digging  the  scythe  out. 

Keezer  hired  Peter  Martin  and  Albert  ITogan  to  fall  trees  for  him.  lie  to^k 
Martin  aside,  gave  him  a  bottle  of  rum,  and  told  him  Ilogan  was  going  to  sweat 
him.  Then  he  took  Ilogan  aside,  gave  him  u  bottle  of  rum  and  told  him  the  same 
story.  Martin  mistrusted,  but  Ilogan  put  in  terribly  ull  the  forenoon.  In  tlie 
afternoon  Martin  explained  Keezers  little  guine,  und  then  the  men  drank  thoir 
rum  together)  and  hud  a  sweet  time,  mucli  to  the  landlonrs  delight. 
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where  iho  common  is  now ;  Jonathan  Clomont  kept  an  inn  at  Run- 
away ]>ond ;  Obadiali  Clement  continned  in  the  same  business  just 
above  him,  and  Col.  Tarleton  kept  an  excellent  house  high  up  on 
the  western  marche  by  tlie  shore  of  Tarleton  lake. 

These  taverns  flourished  wondcrAilly,  and  the  proprietora  all 
arrived  at  couRidorablo  wealth.  Tlie  landlords  had  comely  daugh- 
ters for  waiting  maids ;  sti'ong  aimed  sons  to  attend  the  great  ox 
ieams  that  stopped  to  bait  or  rest  over  night,  or  to  groom  the  sad- 
dle hoi*8es  of  gentlemen  who  pati*onized  them. 

Then  the  bar-room,  furnished  with  the  best  of  drinks,  milk- 
toddy  and  egg-nog,  and  numerous  other  kinds,  with  its  great  wood 
fire  niid  1o<^gcrhond  at  white  heat,  was  an  excellent  loafing  place 
for  the  nearest  neighbors.  They  assembled  here  to  learn  the  news 
from  travellers,  hear  the  gossip  of  tlie  country  round  and  discuss 
politics.  The  Menill  party  and  the  Clement  pai*ty  had  each  hotels 
of  their  own,  and  there  they  held  their  caucuses. 

These  inns  of  those  old  days  were  good  ones,  the  table  was 
always  well  set,  tlie  cream  Uio  sweetest  and  richest,  the  butter  and 
eggs  always  fresh,  vegetables  and  every Uiing  else  nice,  clean  white 
beds,  snowy  linen  sheets,  well  swept  floora,  all  was  bright  and 
neat  as  streng  hands  could  make  it.* 

With  good  roads,  bridges,  and  hotels,  population  began  to 
increase,  and  a  hundred  clearings  shone  bright  in  the  woods. 
Kecch  hill,  IleightroMaud,  the  Summit  and  East-parte,  were  alive 
with  settlers. 

Better  mills  were  other  most  important  requisites,  wanted  to 
accommodate  tlie  inhabitants.  And  Moses  II.  Clement,  son  of 
Col.  Obadiah,  bought  out  Stevens  Merrill  and  William  Butler,  and 
moved  the  grist-mill  where  the  sons  of  Joshua  Copp  long  had 
tondiMl,  up  to  the  monMi  of  Black  brook  where  Stevens  Morrill 
iirst  built  a  dam.  lie  also  liiul  a  saw-mill,  and  afLei*wards  put  in  a 
wool  c:irding  machine.  That  he  might  have  a  good  supply  of 
water,  by  \vt\yc.  of  tlie  Uyww  \w  cut  a  canal  fmm  Baker  river  to 
Black  brook,  and  built  a  stone  dam  across  the  former  stream.  Ilia 
canal  went  under  the  highway  just  at  Uie  railroad  crossing  above 
the  depot. 

*  Some  of  tho  tcAmstors.  especially  the  Scotcli  fVom  Vt.,  would  carry  their  own 
victuals  and  drliik,  and  eat  by  the  bar-room  Are,  much  to  the  disgust  of  the  land- 
lord. 
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The  new  coiners  wanted  t«>wu  affairs  well  comlnctotl;  thev 
considered  it  a  ^tuit  iic^iuiHife.  So  ilH*y  Iniiiglit  new  l4>wii  iNMikN, 
Kpliraim  True  parchasing  some  for  tlie  seleetnieii,  payings  tlicro- 
for  five  pounds  and  two  shillings ;  and  Obadiah  Clement  bought  a 
town  clerk's  book  in  which  he  made  the  first  records,  lie  gavo  for 
it  two  ]>onnds  ten  shillings  '*  lawAil  money." 

Tlien  that  justice  might  bo  done  and  no  mistake,  they  par- 
chased  a  '^  law  book  "  as  a  legal  requisite.  Horrid  thing,  many  a 
defeated  client  has  said  after  having  become  satisfied  Uiat  a  little 
law,  as  well  as  a  little  learning,  is  a  dangenms  thing. 

Out  of  the  law  book  and  from  ancient  tradition,  common  law, 
they  learned  that  for  troublesome  estrays  and  tresiiassing  cattle,  a 
Pound  was  an  excellent  institution,  a  very  i*eqnisitc  thing;  and 
straightway  they  went  to  work  to  obtain  one.  For  the  first  few 
yeai*s  they  used  the  best  barn  yards  of  the  settlers,  voting  t4)  liave 
it  first  in  one  and  tlien  in  another,  until  at  last  they  were  tired  of 
that  style  and  w/^re  detennined  to  build  a  real  genuine  Pound.  And 
first  a  plan  was  necH'j^sary,  and  an  admind>le  one  was  soi>n  Air- 
nislied.  It  is  included  in  the  following  ^^  enactment"  of  llio 
deniocnu;y.  "Voted  to  build  a  Pound  on  the  ^Punnlt^  near 
Joseph  Merrill's  inn,  of  good  suitable  pine  logs  locke<l  togetlior, 
tliirty  feet  squaro  within  walls,  eight  feet  high,  the  upper  logs 
hewed  triangular,  undcrpincd  with  stone  six  inches  high,  with  a 
good,  suitable  door,  hanging  with  iron  hinges  with  a  staple,  Imsp, 
and  padlock,  and  Airnishcd  to  the  exception  of  the  selectmen." 
Said  Pound  was  bid  otr  to  «fo8oph  K.  Mnrslon,  at  $19.50.  But 
sti*ange  to  say,  it  was  never  built.  The  whole  thing  fiashed  in  the 
pan,  and  in  despite  of  good  intentions,  law-book  and  all,  the  citi- 
zens have  gone  on  as  thoy  bc^gun,  using  somebody's  barn-yard  for 
a  Pound  every  year  since. 

That  every  body  might  be  honest,  and  that  there  might  be  no 
cheating  in  weights  and  measures,  which  by  the  way  is  the  mean- 
est kind  of  cheating,  our  little  State  among  the  hills,  deeming  it 
necessary  to  make  a  perfect  State,  voted  to  purchase  a  standard  of 
weights  and  measures,  a  very  necessary  re(]uisite.  AVe  ai*e  accu- 
rately informed  that  one  dollar  and  twenty  cents  was  paid  for  tlic 
measurcH,  and  lliirty  tlollarn  for  llic  weights. 

Also  that  the  i-oads  might  be  well  cleaned  out,  ]Miid  one  dollar 
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niul  fifTy  cciifp  for  ft  fiot  of  tlrlllR.    AVilli  flicflc  ft  llttlo  blftfltin^  wftfl 
fi-oqiiciiMy  clone. 

Tlirn  for  tlio  Pftko  of  somo  hoi-fthlry,  i)Oinp,  ftiicl  ccromony,  ft 
8<4iiiip,  8wil,  or  device,  wiw  pmcureil  fts  ftii  nbsoluto  and  gmiid 
i-cquisitc  for  tlic  good  of  ilio  State.  But  it  was  as  plain  as 
Democratic  finstitulions  generally  are,  a  simple 
AVilli  (his,  every  tbing  belonging  to  tbe  town 
sboiild  be  accurately  marked  as  well  as  known ;  besides,  the  sealer 
of  weights  and  measiii-es  should  stamp  it  upon  oveiy  thing  he 
inspected,  that  people  might  know  they  wei-o  exactly  correct,  and 
thnt  he  had  done  Ids  duty. 

In  the  town  wore  some  gamesome  fellows,  as  wo  have  often 
hinted  in  these  interesting  pages,  and  in  our  most  historic  times 
they  were  greatly  afraid  tliat  all  the  game  would  bo  destroyed. 
So  that  they  might  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  hunting  in  after  yeans  the 
same  as  formerly,  they  deemed  it  an  absolute  requisite  to  cliooso 
in  1791  Joseph  Patch  and  Jonathan  Clemen f  deer  keepew."* 

Ti-adition  has  it  that  for  long  yeiira  they  did  their  duty  faith- 
fnlly,  keeiiing  llifginnt^  all  U>  themselves,  and  outside  hunters  far 
away  fn»ni  thi»goo«lly  Innd  of  Warn^n. 

With  the  abundance  of  inhabitants  came  some  who  wore 
wi*etcliedly  poor.  But  the  fii-st  pauper  in  Wan-en  was  not  a  ver>' 
aged  pei'son.  Kvery  body  said  this  was  not  a  i-equisito  to  make  a 
p(»rfeot  connnunity ;  that  it  was  very  unnecessary ;  but  they  could 
not  help  themselves.  In  fact  a  certiun  young,  marriageable  dam- 
sel, worshiping  the  goddess  of  love,  without  the  aid  of  a  shower 
of  gold,  or  the  machinations  of  a  river  god,  all  of  a  sudden  saw 
(it  to  enrich  the  world  with  a  bantling,  whom  no  fast  young  man 
was  willing  to  father.  It  ci*eated  an  immense  sight  of  talk  all  over 
town.  The  knowing  young  folks  tittered  when  tliey  heai*d  of  it; 
the  old  ones  looked  grave  and  indignant.  "  Wlio  is  the  father  of 
it?  AVho  will  support  it?  What  will  Ixjcomo  of  it?  "  Such  wcro 
the  i*emarks  heard  every  day. 

The  child  was  born;  the  mother  called  on  the  town  for  help. 


•  Perr  Krfprnf.—My  :iii  net  of  Mtii  of  (Jrorffc  II.,  li  Ih  otmctciUlifit  no  door  iihiiM 
he  kiliod  IVoiii  Uiti  hiMt  iluy  of  iKHMMiilicr  lollio  lli'Mt  liay  of  Aiigiifti,niinua11y,iiii(lor 
tlic  noniilly  of  tni  iioiiihIh:  mid  fn  (*4ihc  of  iimliilily  to  pny,  to  work  forty  days  for 
tlmni'Bt  oncncc,  nnd  lUly  days  for  Kubscqncnt  oflfences.  Any  venison  or  sKin  newly 
killed  wnx  cvld(>nrx«  of  fi^iiilt. 

In  I7r)8,  towns  were  antliorixcd  or  rotiiiircd  to  choose  two  suitable  persons 
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''What  in  the  world  shall  we  do?"  said  tho  selectmen.  ''Call  a 
town  meeting/'  said  'Squiro  Jonathan  Mcn*ill ;  and  one  was  called 
to  consider  this  momentous  subject.    * 

The  following  articles  were  in  the  warrant  for  the  meeting, 
posted  up  Nov.  10,  1788,  at  Jonathan  Clement's  inn: — 

''  Secondly,  to  see  wliat  mcasui'cs  kIuiII  Ik:  taken  for  the  main- 
tainanco  of  tlie  child  which  is  cast  on  the  town's  charge." 

''  Thirdly,  to  see  what  measuitis  best  to  be  taken  to  prevent 
others  from  being  chargeable  to  said  town." 

At  the  meeting  the  subject  was  gravely  discussed  by  the 
elderly  gentlemen  present,  much  to  the  delight  of  Moses  True  and 
a  few  other  young  bucks,  and  then  tliey  voted  to  choose  a  commit- 
tee to  see  whoso  right  it  is  to  support  the  child  which  is  become  a 
town  chai*ge.  This  was  followed  by  the  following  extruordhiary 
vote,  viz: — "  Voted  that  William  Butler,  Stevens  Menill,  and  Mas- 
ter Nathaniel  Knight,  (he  was  a  school  master,)  for  a  committee  to 
take  care  of  the  child  above  mentioned  till  they />en<j>e  the  law  and 
make  a  return  to  tho  town  —  at  the  adjournment  of  this  meeting — 
whoso  right  it  is  to  supi)ort  the  child." 

The  conmiittee  did  ''  peruse  the  law,"  and  at  the  adjourned 
meeting  reported  that  after  enquiry  found  the  gi'and-parents'  right 
to  support  the  child. 

Then  there  was  a  pause.  'Squire  Joshua  Copp  took  the  floor 
and  after  a  few  grave  and  pertinent  remarks  moved  that  the  whole 
matter  be  postponed  fouiiecn  days,  and  it  was  postponed.  Wliether 
or  not  it  was  ever  taken  up  again,  or  what  became  of  '^  the  stray 
child  pauper,"  neiUier  recoi-d  nor  tradilion  has  told  us. 

But  cei*tain  it  is  that  nearly  two  yeai*s  after,  tho  following 
action  was  taken  tliat  may  throw  some  light  on  the  matter.  Mai*ch 
18,  nOO, — "  Voted  to  allow  ConR(4il)lc  AVliiU:Iioi*'H  a(M:oinit  fur  <5on- 
veying  Donithy  CUdbnl  tliroiigli  town,  wlii<!li  is  .C()-\:\-\(),  live 
Hhilliiigs  of  which  mmi  to  Mr.  tloiiathaii  (/IcuhmiI.  forcx]>oiiHn  at  his 
house,  and  four  shiilings  and  two  x>ciicc  to  ii^imign  Mohoh  Copp  for 
his  trouble  with  said  Dorathy  CliflTonl." 

Oh  I  the  charming  fair  young  Dorathy  I     How  grand  you  must 


annnally,  whose  peculiar  office  it  shall  be  to  prevent  as  much  as  may  be  the  breach 
of  tills  act.  They  Khali  liavo  Hill  power  or  search,  and  may  break  locks  or  doors  of 
ouy  place  where  they  may  suspect  game  is  couccalctl.— llislory  of  Chester,  418. 
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liftvc  felt,  being  conveyed  "  thix)' town '' by  Constable  Wliitchorl 
^V\\o  WI18  tliere  to  see !  Did  yon,  peerless  one,  ride  on  a  gaily 
fMiparisnnod  duir^i'.r,  or  woiv  yon  convoyed  in  ft  h>rdly,  dignified 
ox  curl,  the  only  vehicle  in  the  handet?  This  luUer  fact  has  also 
passed  from  the  memory  of  man. 

But  the  citizens  of  AV'ari*en  were  not  to  bo  served  in  this  man- 
nor  again.  They  ac<«d  npon  the  third  article  in  the  wan-ant.  At 
the  first  meeting  they  voted  to  Avarn  ont — which  was  the  fashion 
in  those  days — such  persons  ax  appear  liable  U*  lKM*.oine  a  town 
charge,  and  tliat  there  might  be  no  danger  voted  to  Avarn  out  Iteu- 
ben  >Vhi(chcr  if  he  appears  likely  to  become  an  inhabitant.  At  the 
adjourned  meeting,  "  Voted  lo  warn  out  the  Svidow  Mills'  two  chil- 
di*en,  now  resident  at  Ensign  Moses  Copp's." 

This  had  an  admirable  effect  for  seveml  yeai-s ;  but  in  process 
of  time  another  pauper  came,  and  poor  Betty  Whittier  had  to  be 
mainlained  by  the  young  democracy.  Mr.  Knoch  Davis,  who  lived 
by  Davis  brook,  in  the  l*^ist-pjirte  irgions,  influenced  by  the  nice 
little  sum  of  one  hundred  and  thirty  silver  dollai*s,  generously 
took  her  home,  and  gave  his  bond  to  the  selectmen  to  nniintain  her 
as  long  as  she  lived.* 

AVarren  as  an  independent  State  has  ever  treated  her  poor  in 
the  kindest  manner,  getting  the  best  of  homes  for  them  by  hu- 
manely setting  them  up  nt  auction,  and  striking  them  off  to  any 
one  that  would  keep  them  cheapest,  and  at  the  least  expense  to  tlio 
town. 

That  they  nught  not  seem  barbarous  and  heathen,  they  felt 
that  one  of  the  solemn  requisites  of  civilized  life  was  a  proper 
observance  of  the  forms  of  paying  respect  to  the  deml.  That  their 
funerals  might  be  conducted  with  the  highest  degree  of  propriety, 
they  detx^nnined  in  a  public  assembly  of  the  citizens  to  purchase  a 
pall  or  grave  cloth. 

The  rulers  of  tln^  Un\u  wvrc  entrusted  willi  the  duty  of  ol>- 
f4Uiiing  it.  They  procnriMl  a  vrry  nice  one  (or  si\t<M*n  doMars  and 
fifty  ccnls,  sihvr  money .f   Objuliah  (/lenient,  ever  public  Hpirito<l, 


•  1S05.— "  VoUm!  to  rliooRc  a  committee  of  two  pcrnoni*  to  Hcttle  with  Mi*8.Rtoiio 

{wMou*  .IomIiiiii  Coplsl  '*l><»it  Mio  mniiitiiiiiniiri*  of  UotHry  WliiUHM-,orpr<»M*citlc  tin 
licy  nIimII  lliiiik  brst  lor  llic  town.    (Mioho  l>r.  K/.ni  iSariUrltniid  Jiiciit.  AIh;I  McrrUl 
for  the  iihovu  cominittcc."— Town  Clerk's  llcconl«,  Vol.  i.  i<»7. 

t  March  17, 1H(K).— "  N.  U.  John  Abbott  Is  not  to  be  taxed  for  said  pall.»— Town 
Clerk's  Uecordfi,  Vol.  i.  IM. 
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with  the  aid  of  his  brother  Jonathan,  had  anticipated  the  action  of 
the  people  by  buying^  a  small  bnrying  cloth  or  pall  for  tlicir  fHenda 
and  neighbors,  and  the  next  year  the  town  pnixhascd  theirs  also, 
at  an  expense  of  five  dollars.  For  sovcnil  yeara  these  emblems  of 
funereal  pageantry  were  kept  at  the  inn  of  Mr.  Joseph  Merrill. 

But  that  the  pall  might  not  on4»ii  be  wanted,  and  rnn<'nilM  \h\ 
rare,  the  good  citizens  of  Warren  tliinking  it  of  the  greatest  uccea- 
sity,  induced  Dr.  Joseph  Peters,  a  i-elative  of  Captain  Absalom 
Peters,  to  move  into  town  and  have  a  care  after  the  physical  health 
of  the  people.  Warren's  first  physician  came  to  town  in  1701,  and 
took  up  his  itisidence  with  Mr.  Stevens  Menill.  TTewasawcll 
educated  man,  of  genial  temperament,  and  was  much  beloved  by 
almost  every  lK>dy,  particularly  the  women.  But  l>cing  also  of  a 
roving  disposition  he  did  not  abide  long  in  the  valley  among  tlie 
hills.  Wlience  cnme  T>r.  Petei-8  tlu^  Tx>nl  only  known  ;  wli<^re  ho 
went,  the  men  said,  **  ])erliu])H  Mk^  d — I  win  lell." 

He  wuH  succeeded  by  Dr.  Ja^vi  ll(»ol,  aiiotlior  eniincml  pniHi- 
tioner,  who  ii^nmiiied  in  town  about  ihivv,  y(*4U*K,  fi*oin  170r>  t4>  17SIH. 

Then  Dr.  lOziti  Bartlntl'^  came,  and  being  a  C4>ll(>gt!  bi*e<l  young 
gentleman,  of  great  promise  as  a  physician,  and  withal  a  son  of 
Dr.  Josiali  Bartlett,  one  of  the  old  ]iroprictoi*s,  a  signer  of  ilio 
Declaration  of  Independence,  and  a  menil>er  of  tlie  Continental 
Congress,  he  easily  rooted  out  Dr.  TJoot,  and  had  the  whole  town- 
ship, with  all  the  country  i*ound,  as  a  field  for  pnicdce.  ile  settled 
on  the  fertile  uplands  of  Beech  hill,  just  to  the  soulhward  of  Amos 
Little. 
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Lanra,  bom  Oct.  20,  1709,  at  Warren.  Hannnli,  bom  Jan.  7,  ISOS. 

JoHinh,  bom  Oct.  25, 1801.     Died  Si'i>t.  Levi,  boni  (hi.  4,  IHOG. 

•iHj  1SU2.  Mary,  born  Auk-  22,  IHOH. 

Josiah,  born  May  S,  isa't.  Sarah,  Ixnii  Apr.  23,  1810. 

New  voters  in  179i;  :— 

Nathan  Iturker.  Joseph  Jones.  John  Weeks. 

James  Ilarran.  William  Kelley. 

OIncy  Hawkins.  Dr.  Levi  lt«>ot. 

New  voters  in  17J»7  :— 

Renjaniin  Kelley.  Jesse  Niles.  Joseith  Orn. 

New  voters  in  ITtW:—  . 

Dr.  K/ra  Bartlett.  Asa  f^ow.  Abial  HniiUi. 

James  Dow. 

• 

New  voters  in  171W:— 

llenjaniin  Itrown.  Ilenjaniin  (lale.  James  Williams. 

New  voters  in  IHOO. 

Daniel  Davis.  Samuel  Jackson.  Jacob  Low. 

Job  Eaton.  Luke  Lihbey.  Abel  Wil lard. 
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Dr.  lOzm  HiirlU^U  wan  a  (1ifiUiigiiif<1ic(1  innii  in  liiR  day,  of\en 
vv\Mv.fioj\t\\\g  the  towns  of  AVaiToii  and  Oovontiy  in  the  Le^slatnro. 
I  To  was  a  siilo  jusMco  in  flio  ConH.  of  Common  Plcasj  a  Senator  in 
Mm*  Now  ManipRliirn  Sunaio,  and  a  nioml)cr  of  Mio  Govcrnor'fl 
conncil.  No  man  for  fifty  miloR  away  could  compote  with  bim  a8 
a  physician,  and  lie  was  an  excellent  surgeon,  as  well. 

The  childi*cn  loved  him,  but  they  looked  upon  liis  house  with 
a  sort  of  dread,  for  they  had  beaixl  the  strange  story  how  ho  had 
the  body  of  Josiah  Burnham,  who  was  hung  at  navcrhill  jail,  there 
preserved  in  alcohol  in  a  glass  case.  Tt  was  said  by  the  knowing 
ones  that  ho  bargained  with  Buniham  for  his  body,  giving  him  for 
it  all  the  liquor  he  could  drink  before  the  day  of  execution.  Be 
that  as  it  may,  Dr.  Bartlett  always  had  medical  students,  for  ho 
had  excellent  fmnlitics  for  studv,  and  some  of  them  afLerwards 
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mnked  high  in  professional  life.  Two  of  them,  Dr.  Thomas  Whip- 
ple and  Dr.  irobcrt  Burns,  Avore  members  of  Congitjss.  the  fii'st 
holding  the  oflicc  for  eight  veal's. 

'Hie  doclor  gave  a  mighf y  im))etuH  (4>  44>wn  alVairs,  showing 
what  Avere  the  necessary  requisites  for  a  perfect  democratic  com- 
nuniity  ;  Hie  roads  were  better;  the  schools  were  better,  the  farms 
wei-e  betler;  and  he  set  a  good  example  by  building  a  nice  house  for 
himsolf.  after  wliii'.h  every  man  in  (own  as])ired  (4)  patlern.  So 
much  w.'is  he  admired  thai  many  children  born  at  this  i)eriod  avoix) 
C4illed  Kzra  Bartlett. 

Dr.  Bartlett  also  considered  that  it  Avas  one  of  the  much 
desired  requisites  that  there  should  be  no  boundary  feuds  among 
the  good  citizens  of  WaiTcn,  and  perplexing  lawsuits  arising 
therefronj.  That  they  might  not  be  harnisscd  Avith  these  evils,  he 
determined  that  the  bounds  should  be  well  kept  up,  and  shrewdly 
\SK\\\\  to  Avork  to  accomplish  it,  and  obtain  a  i)lan  of  lots  for  the 
town.  The  propriet-ors,  as  already  related,  hml  one.  How  much 
good  a  man  of  retined  tastes  and  education  can  do  in  any  comnm- 
nity.  lie  quietly  \sv\\V  t4»  AVork  and  got  an  article  inscn'ted  in  the 
warrant  for  town  meeting,  to  see  what  the  citizens  would  do  about 
procuring  a  plan.  At  (he  animal  assembly  of  the  people  it  Avas 
deterinincd  to  el(>ct  a  committee  to  provide  one,  and  chose  Joseph 
Patch,  Nathaniel  (vlougli,  and  Samuel  Knight  for  tfiat  puriK>80. 

Under  his  guidaiHM*.  t4ioy  lminc<liatoly  went  to  work  and  ob- 


toiiicd  copies  of  all  Uio  old  siiiToye  and  pliins,  (particulai'ly  that  of 
Josinli  Itui'iilmiii,)  wliloh  WKVfs  ao  udmimlily  miido  (liiriii{;  Ilic  time 
iif  Ilia  old  piii|n'luU(i-H'  bouiiduiy  wui-.  With  lliia  iniilitiiiil  fur  u 
busis,  Dr.  Uurlltilt  luiit  liiiiiHtlf  Ui  tlio  tujik,  luid  prodtiocd  (lie  benn- 
tifiil  Olid  oxcellent  pliut  of  Wun'cii  Uiat  uow  stiuid^  us  llic  flttuUi)- 
pioce  ill  the  Vroiirialora'  Rccoi'da.  llu  woi-kcd  n  week  mnkliig  it, 
and  then, —  whnt  do  you  think  1 — ho  only  clmrged  the  town  oiio 
dullui-  fui'  Ilia  aoi'vliwB.  Chnip  nniingli  must  puiiplu  woiilil  wiy ; 
but  tliuii  Bonii!  gi'iniiliiud  ubiniL  It  oven  lit  [hut,  ua  i«  nlwityR  lliu 
(WW.  Ttic  i»iniiillt«o  recolvod  twciity-olglit  dolliira  ntid  Uilrty- 
oiglit  ccii[«  for  tliiUr  Hui-vlrua. 

To  nccoinpllxli  ull  llioso  iioiiuHNury  iiiiiniHiloH  uiid  iiiiikii  Wiiriiut 
a  JlonrUliiiiij;  dcmoumcy,  raqnlitid  iiionoy,  luid  iis  wu  liiivu  goiitly 
iiitiinnlcd,  the  town  conti'lrod  oituli  youi-  lo  niiau  ti  liiir  union ut, 
ciiitily  from  tlio  iiiOHt,  by  procoMs  fi'Diii  a  fuw. 

Buiiiotiiiic^  it  was  pnid  willi  )>ii|H<r  liillH,  Urn  old  lionl  iiiimlid  nni^ 
roiicy,  onco  or  twius  In  now  eiiiiiwiun  iiioiiuy — uaorlof  piQinifiiiory 
notOH  fonndvd  on  n:a\  orIiiIii  mid  loiUKid  on  iiilcrOHt ;  lint  IhoHO  rnii 
down  and  bocanio  wurthluss  suoitur  Uinii  tlto  old  (.-ontliiuiilal  uui-- 
rency, —  and  fi-equoutly  inprc>(iKc«,*  llio  cltinpns  in  tlio  solcctmen- 
Hliip  of  Jushnu  Copp,  Uphmim True,  nnd  NnlliaiiiQl  Knit'lit,  voting 
tliut  Lhu  tuwii  diiii'gas  bu  puiil  in  wheat  at  Jli'e,  ryu  iil  yoiii',  nnd 
cin'nat/Aree  sliiliiiigs  por  liiishcl.  Tliu  Holotlmnii  w<'iii  likcwiBo 
pi^d  ill  tliiH  way  for  tliuir  NCi'viovti,  uiid  it  wuh  tlio  noininonost  ol 
tJiinga  to  pui'clinsc  thoir  Eiiglitih  and  Woet  India  goods,  by  barter- 
ing tlicii'  prod u CO. 

Foi-  tlio  liret  Ihi'oo  yonni  of  tlio  towii  organization  taxGi  wero 
reckoned  in  deprcviuted  cnrroiicy,  rnieing  £500  in  1781,  tlioii  tlicy 
well)  coin)>ntcd  on  a  xpceio  biulM,  iwsosHhig  in  17H'2  liiit  £4  1-2 
Hilver  iniHiey,  hi  pay  town  chargcH,  nnd  in  17'J7  lii:i(ui  wc.ro  iniulu 
HP  in  dollaiH  and  cents.* 

Simeon  >4milli  wiu  the  lliiil  tuillccUir,  lui  wu  have  suid  iHifoni, 
ami  thi!ii  tlioy  liiul  a  diltvi'eiil  oiiu  almost  uvcry  year,  and  all  uon- 
dnctcil  in  llie  iniiHt  faitlifnl  nniniicr.  lUit  llaiiici  I'nti-h  did  not  do 
i|HiU)  so  well.    lIuwiiK  fond  of  line  cluthcK  and  fiit<L  lioi-ses,  and 
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when  be  g^ot  tlio  town's  luoiioy  ho  was  not  voiy  ciirclul  to  keep  it 
sepanitc  from  \\\h  own.  Wlioii  piiy-diiy  nunc  lie  found  liiniRolf  in 
hot  water,  lie  tried  to  boiTOW  and  could  not;  lie  was  afraid  tliey 
wt>nld  call  on  his  bondNinen;  tliat  IiIh  own  proiMU'ty  would  be 
aUached;  that  be  would  be  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  and  mulcted 
i  n  dainji;jceK  or  imin'iKoned. 

He  did  not  want  any  of  tliese  things  to  happen ;  but  ho  could 
not  see  how  to  escape.  The  days  went  by  and  (lie  clouds  weix; 
thickening,  and  the  storm  howled  in  his  politir^vl  sky. 

There  was  but  one  way;  he  must  ily  before  the  sarcasm,  the 
jeers,  the  maledictions,  anathemas,  and  curses — the  people's  whirl- 
wind. 

At  tJie  winter's  sunset,  Tatch  harnessed  his  team.  "  lie  drives 
two  thin-maned,  high-headed,  strong-hoofed,  lleet-bouuding  horses 
of  our  hills,  ilarnesscd  to  the  sleigh,  they  champ  the  iron  bits,  and 
the  tight  checks  bend  on  their  arching  necks.  They  Ily  like  the 
wreaths  of  mist  over  the  Hti*eamv  vale.  The  wildnoss  of  deer 
was  in  their  course ;  the  strength  of  eagles  descending  oil  their 
prey."    A  day  —  and  they  are  a  hundred  miles  away. 

A  long  time  afterwards  tlie  citizens  learned  tliat  Daniel  Patch 
wna  seen  late  the  next  allenioon  driving  throiigh  the  streets  of  old 
Haverhill,  Mass.    That  was  all  the  tidings  of  him. 

Jhit  IiIh  bondKiiien  had  to  pay  up,  much  to  their  great  delight., 
what  the  faithful  collector  had  spent,  and  then  they  levied  on  his 
goods  and  chattels,  and  got  their  own  pay.  After  this,  Mr.  P.'s 
friends  settled  up  the  whole  afl'air,  and  he  returned,  paid  every 
dollar  like  an  honest  man,  and  became  one  of  the  best  of  citizens.* 

Such  things  never  come  single,  and  Abel  Willard,  another 
collector,  following  the  above  illiiHtrioiis  exani}>le,  absconded  with 
the  town's  money.  He  went  to  tlie  west  of  the  Gi'oen  mountains^ 
and  the  town  did  not  succeed  in  getting  it  back  from  him  quite  so 
well  as  from  Daniel  Patch. 

That  there  might  be  tranquility  with  all  the  world  witliout, 


♦  Dnnirl  r«lrli  wnn  :i  nuiii  of  line  inlclloct,  wn8  nproonble  in  coiivcnatfon, 
Uioiigli  Huiiicwlint  ffivLMi  to  iiu'tapliyKicB. 

DANIKL  ANI>  I'.KTKKV  {/l(lU)  PATCH'S  FAMII.V  llKCOlM>. 

.lortrpli,  II.  bom  Mny  27,  IKCK).  liouioii  M.  Iioni  Nov.  ir»   1R11I. 

U.'iiiirl,  It.  hoiii  .litti.''2(i,  ISI2.  Mariiida  K.  Iioni  .liiiinH.  \K2!i. 

lUtMcv,  W.  horn  .Inn.  211,  1810.  Willlaml).  Mc.Q.  boniAlnrchSl,  1823. 
Maliiiitt,  born  Aug.  tH^  1817. 
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aud  peace  within  our  motinUdu  liainlety  oar  yonu^f  democracy  took 
a  lively  interest  in  political  afliiirs.  They  voted  for  Gen.  Waali- 
ington  for  President,  for  members  of  Congress,  aud  all  the  other 
foreign  officers,  helping  to  maintain  a  rapublic  without  as  well  as 
a  democracy  at  homo. 

But  that  which  intcroHtcMl  Mieni  most,  creailhig  ])rorouud  din- 
cussions  and  calling  for  the  exei*cise  of  the  discrcetest  statesman- 
ship, was  the  adoption  of,  firat,  the  ai*ticlo8  of  confederation,  then 
of  the  Federal  Constitution,  and  fi'cquoutly  oitei-wuixls  of  whether 
or  not  it  should  be  amended. 

Warren's  citizens,  on  mature  delibemtiou  of  these  momentous 
subjects,  generally  voted  nearly  uuanlmously  either  one  way  or 
the  otlier,  always  l)elieving  that  the  destiny  of  the  whole  country 
hung  upon  their  action.  They  were  thus  culled  u^ion  to  save  their 
country  some  twenty  times  in  the  course  of  a  few  yeura. 

But  we  cannot  close  the  Anal  chapter  of  this  book,  and  let 
down  the  curtain  npon  the  last  ycura  of  tho  eighteenth  century, 
without  recording  as  a  faithfht  historian  what  our  good  citizens  of 
Warren  tlionght  to  be  the  highest  and  griindcHt  ukc^uisitk  to  moke  a 
perfect  democratic  community. 

They  eai*ly  made  great  efforts  to  accomplish  it.  In  the  select- 
menship  of  Jonatlian  Merrill,  Thomas  Uoynton,  and  Aaron  Welch, 
they  chose  a  committee  consisting  of  Joshua  Copp,  Reuben  Batch- 
elder,  Joseph  Patch,  Thomas  Boynton,  and  John  Whitchcr,  to 
report  where  it  would  be  coavonuiut  U>  set  a  meeting  house,  and 
what  measures  were  best  to  be  taken  tx>  erect  the  same  luid  procuro 
the  preaching  of  tlio  gospel.  But  the  committee,  living  in  differeut 
pai*ts  of  the  town,  could  not  exactly  agL*eo  where  the  best  place 
was.  It  took  them  so  long  io  find  a  spot  that  they  6[>ent  all  their 
euei'gies  ujion  that  ])urt  of  the  subject,  and  tho  whole  tiling  fell 
through. 

But  such  a  subject  could  not  slumber  long,  and  as  a  result  of 
deep  thought,  'Squire  Joshua  Copp,  in  March,  17U8,  made  a  liberal 
proposition  to  the  town.  The  citizens  wci*e  much  pleased,  aud 
voted  to  accept  a  piece  of  land  fi-om  him,  situated  on  the  easterly 
side  of  his  farm,  and  on  the  north  side  of  the  highway  leading 
to  ILivcrhill,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  meeting-house  thereon, 
which  was  to  be  of  the  same  size  as  the  one  in  the  neighboring 
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provliiro  of  |{oinnoy,  iiinl  for  u  burying  ground  and  training  Hold.* 

(/hose  JoHhua  Copp,  Ksq.^  JoKopli  Patcli,  SU^plicn  KioliardHon, 
Obndiah  Clement,  and  Levi  Lufkin,  a  conmiitteo  to  provide  timber 
(or  the  nMM;tiii;^-honse,  to  be  (b*a\vn  the  ennning  winter.  Each 
indivi(bi:il  was  to  pay  for  the  house  according  to  liis  proiwrtion  of 
taxes,  and  all  should  hold  (lieniRelveR  ready  to  work  on  the  build- 
ing aller  three  days'  notice  from  fhe  committee. 

And  now  the  very  town  sweat  with  the  work  in  prospectu, 
What  a  splendid  lionse  we  shall  have;  soon  it  will  be  all  complete. 

But  too  many  cooks  s])oil  the  broth.  Things  did  not  go  on 
anv  better  this  time  than  l>efore.  There  was  a  hitch.  The  com- 
niittee  did  not  work  well  togetbcr.  Another  town  assembly  was 
calleil.  The  citi7x;ns  assembled.  A  groat  discussion  arose.  It 
waxed  wann.  Tlio  meeting  broke  ui),  notliing  was  done  save  to 
dismiss  the  subject,  and  the  111*0  of  religious  entlmsiasm  seemed  to 
go  out. 

But  it  did  not;  it  only  slumbered.  How  it  kindled  afi'csh  and 
burned  with  a  sioady  flame  until  all  wei-e  tried  and  xmriited,  or 
ought  to  have  been,  and  the  mighty  work  accomplished,  we  will 
show  in  the  first  chapters  of  our  next  gi*oat  book. 


*  This  \\Tk»  Uie  sniiic  8|>ot  where  llio  ilrnt  little  tmitiliig  was  lielU. 
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IN  WIIICU  THE  MUmTY  MAltCU    MBNTIONED    AT  THE  BBGINNINO  OF 
BOOK  V.  IS  CONTINUED. 


CHAPTER  I. 


HOW  SEVKUAL  IlEUK SIGNS  CAME  TO  WARUEN,  OF  TYTHINCJMEN  WHO 
FINED  MEN  FOR  TRAVELING  SUNDAY,  THEREIIY  MAKING  THEM 
KXCKKDINGLY  IIAITY,  CON<JLUDINO  WITH  AN  ACCOUNT  OF  A 
CAMI*-MKKT1N(}  WHKKE  SEVERAL  PIOUS  YOUTH  SOUNDED  A 
IIOUN  IN  THE  NMUIT,  ANI»  hlHTUmiEl)  THE  .SUIMIlKlt<«  OK  THE 
4;OI>LY. 


Another  century  has  come.  One  generatiou  of  white 
men,  the  Indians'  succcssora  in  the  Asquamchumauke  valley,  has 
passed  away.  A  second  is  stepping  upon  the  stage.  Many  tilings 
are  being  left  behind,  and  new  fasliions  and  ideas  ai*c  making  their 
way  to  our  settlement  among  tlie  hills.  A  difTerent  pattern  of 
dress  has  been  adopted,  the  style  of  cooking  and  living  has  some- 
what changed,  new  houses  have  been  constructed,  and  the  blazed 
path,  bridle  path  and  tote  road  have  given  place  to  the  broad,  beaten 
way,  as  we  wrote  in  the  last  book,  upon  which  rumble  the  wheels 
of  Obodiah  Clement's  little  Dutch  veliicle,  Uie  iirst  four  wheeled 
wagon  that  had  ever  come  to  town. 
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Soniotliiiig  ol8C  18  coining.  Wo  liiiiUul  ait  it  in  the  lost  chapter. 
It  is  told  08  follows: — 

Olio  <1uy  in  tluly,  17!)!),  a  Kolitary  lioixoiiiun  was  socii  riding  up 
the  road.  lie  8to|)i)cd  at  Joseph  Merrill's  inn,  baited  his  liorse, 
and  while  he  wa.s  eating  his  own  dinner  ciisnally  dropiN^d  a  few 
words  upon  religicnis  niat^jera.  'IMiey  seciiied  to  inuke  hut  litlic 
impression,  and  saying  sonietliing  abont  stony  ground  and  lianl- 
ness  of  heart,  he  rode  away  over  Pine  hill  to  the  Sunmiit.  Tliat 
horseman  was  the  llev.  Elijah  11.  Sidnn,  a  misMionary  of  Mctho<1- 
ism.  Hundreds  of  them  wei-o  Hdiiig  the  (•oiiidiy  thnnigh,  preach- 
ing in  the  houses,  the  barns,  in  the  Ibitists  or  out  in  the  bromi  o|ioii 
air,  anywhere  they  could  get  a  coiigi*cgatiou  to  hear  them,  bring'- 
ing  new  religious  ideas  to  the  i)eop]e. 

That  night  he  stopi)ed  with  Mr.  CUaw.  Whitcher  by  the  wihl 
i^oistering  Oliverian.  Tlie  mori\)W  was  the  Sabbath,  and  alter  the 
morning  meal  a  meeting  was  suggested.  Mr.  AVhitchcr  was 
pleased  with  the  idea.  A  messenger  wont  to  the  settlers  on  Piuo 
hill ;  down  on  old  Coventry  meadows,  and  to  Mr.  Eastnmn's,  tlio 
fii'St  settler  of  High  street. 

I)y  ten  o'clock,  quite  a  cmigivgation  had  aHm^inblcd,  and  under 
tlie  maples — they  grow  Uiera  now  —  by  the  laughing  stream,  the 
first  religious  meeting  was  held  on  the  Summit.  Tliey  liad  uo 
choir ;  but  the  revei*end  man  sang  in  clear  sweet  voice,  one  of  those 
wild  ixjvival  hymns  of  John  Wesley,  which  wci*e  then  waking 
men's  souls  thixHigh  all  the  land.*  I  lis  discoui*se  took  powerful 
hold  (Ml  his  little  roii<;n>o;ii|inn,  and  brlore  lin  \vM  thin  valley,  hol- 
lowed between  live  peaks  of  the  iiioiiiiluiiis,  he  had  laid  the  foun- 
dation for  a  society,  and  formed  a  chuss  consisting  of  tlii*ee  nioiu- 
bers — Chase  NVhitcher,  Dolly  Wliitcher,  atlerwards  the  widow 
Atwell,  and  Sanili  l(ark(*r.  When  he  wa^  gone  his  words  wuit) 
not  forgotten.  Many  believed  his  doctrine  was  time  and  before 
the  year  passed  moixj  than  thirty  persons  had  joined  the  class. 

Out  of  this  mountain  valley,  over  the  hills,  spread  the  reli- 
gious enthusiatjin,  great  nuiiibei*s  getting  conveiled.     It  even  went 


*  Siuffiug.—Thc  Hinging  of  tlic  eiuiy  MetlioiliHtti  was  glorious,  heavenly.  Tlieu 
the  music  was  adapted  to  tlie  wiMtls,  and  evi*ry  W(»i'd  t-ould  be  distint'lly  undvr- 
utood,  anil  the  ideas  eanie  home  li»  tlu*  li^UMli'^  with  Hpii-ilual  power.  Nuw-duvn 
the  words  are  stretched  and  slraine<l  to  lit  (he  music;  not  one  or  (hem  can  be 
understood;  the  ideas  ui'e  lost,  and  the  whole,  us  u  geuerul  thing,  is  h  seufteletia 
Jargon  paiiiAil  to  hear. 
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over  tho  lI(*i«^li(-<)'-laii(l,  uiid  a  liii-jfo  c.lnsH  wa«  foriiiod  in  Charlcs- 
lott,  near  Tarlcion  lake.  So  flnnly  was  Metliodisni  planted  that  it 
has  survived  in  Warren  tlirco-fonrtlis  of  a  century. 

During  the  summer  season  for  nmny  years  tlio  Methodist 
meetings  were  held  in  a  barn  belonging  to  Mr.  Aaix)n  Welch,  ana 
in  the  winter  in  his  house  or  in  tlie  houses  of  the  neighbors  iu  the 
innnediaU;  vicinity.* 

It  was  at  Aaron  Wclch'sf  ^m*u  iK5oi)Ie  loved  to  assemble ;  not 
(41  show  thoir  line  cloMics  so  much  as  now.  ihv  they  Mi<^n  dit*NN<Ml 
in  homespun,  but  the  most  to  worship.  Sometimes  the  boys  went 
fo  see  Ihc  p:irls;  but  the  girls  never  to  see  boys.  A  few  went  for 
fun,  and  a  very  few  for  mischief.  One  time  tliey  had  a  <]uarterly 
meeting  there.  Old  John  l^roadhead,  a  iK)wcrful  pi^acher,  and 
llev.  Mes8i*s.  Kelch  and  TIedding  were  present.  Rev.  Mr.  Felch 
wjis  preaching;  somcLmdy  had  been  "cutting  up  shines,"  and  Mr. 
F.  was  mad.  He  began  telling  how  mean  tho  people  were,  how 
some  were  fornicators,  and  some  tliicves  and  drunkards,  and  how 
one  was  so  mean  as  to  even  steal  tho  snapper  of  his,  tho  roveitiud's 
whip.  (japt.  Wm.  lUitler  inunediately  intorrupted  and  said,  **  ho 
wanted  to  hear  him  pi'each,  and  not  blackguard."  Another  man 
sarc^istically  r(*marked  (hat  "  he,  Kelch,  no  business  to  be  a  liorso- 
jockey,  and  have  a  lino  whip,  if  he  didn't  want  the  snapper 
stolen," — a  mean  remark,  as  all  good  christians  wm  testify.  At 
any  rate  Rev.  Mr.  Felch  heeded  Capt.  Butler,  immediately  changed 
the  subject  of  his  discourse,  and  preached  Christ  and  him  crucified, 
with  such  excellent  etlect  that  several  were  converted  tluit  very 

*Thr  DrHVn  />o»i»//«.— Ono  winlorthry  lind  prcacliiiif^  in  Dcncon  Welch*!  hoiiM. 
(jiiiU*  ti  lol  III'  I'oIkH  wore  8iUiiif;  on  tlio  tr:ii>-<1«»or,  nnd  tlioy  ^ot  to  nliouting,  (tlorvl 
llallulnj.'ili  t  AnirnI  (iiNtilt  .IiihI  llion  ilic  Dovil  broke  tho  tnii>-donr,  ami  hfUra 
(loxen  nion  nml  women  tell  into  the  cellar.  >lr8.  Hnniuel  Knight  went  into  a  llfc, 
nnil  KevernI  of  UieBiBterf*  rollefl  on  the  floor  in  tho  niofit  wonderHil  manner.  Some 
wicked  youtli  present  nmilerl,  the  Devil  wa»  |»len8cd,  and  the  minister  preached  no 
more  that  day.— Miss  llnnnnh  Knight's  statement. 

A  yirttrif.—Tht^ro  wn«  a  meeting  nt  fni-mor  .lonliua  MerrilVs  in  the  early  times, 
and  Mr.  Isaac  Merrill,  son  of  *.S«iuire.)onnthan,  crawlotl  np  the  stairs  and  sat  OTOr 
tlie  lieadM  of  Momc  of  (ho  congregation.  The  preaching  was  so  powerful  he  got  to 
Hieep.  and  while  do7.lng  lost  hiH  Itnliinre  and  fell  down  amungKt  tho  people.  He 
Hh'iirk  plump  on  Iiik  h«'fid,  hiH  feet  in  the  air;  (hen  in  nhont  a  minute  he  pitr.hcH] 
ov«'r,  Jumped  up  ifuieklv  and  rnn  out  of  the  houne  uninjured,  all  the  folks  follow- 
ing  liini.  Kvery  one  l»elicvod  it  wan  a  miracle,  and  so  groat  was  the  awo  that  they 
hnd  no  uiore  preaching  till  next  Sunday,  when  a  new  and  more  powerlXd  minister 
arrived  In  the  sottlfmeut.— Miss  II.  Knight's  statement. 

t  Mr.  Welch  llvetl  near  tho  ]>r«Rcnt  village  cemetery,  whore  Mr.  Samnel  Bfer- 
rill,  Capt.  .Fosepli  Merrill,  and  Jtobert  £.  Merrill,  have  all  liTod.  Said  house  was 
ouce  occupied  by  the  town's  poor. 
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day.  Ministers  of  tlie  pix^oiit  tiino  would  do  well  to  imitate  — 
preach  religion  rather  Uian  iK)litics  —  and  seek  to  plant  more  of  & 
christian  spirit  in  the  community. 

But  there  were  some  who  would  not  join  the  Methodists. 
Opposition  is  a  good  tiling  for  any  onterpnse,  if  there  is  not  too 
much  of  it.  Certainly  it  helps  a  chun;h  along  imd  always  oxistii 
where  men  are  left  free  to  tliink  for  ihenisclvos.  Wo  almost  bo- 
lieyo  opposition  is  a  divine  institution,  and  Sh'.vcns  MeiTtll,  tlio 
man  who  did  not  l>elieve  in  the  revolutionary  wiu*,  was  now  Uie 
person  to  exercise  it  in  Warren,  lie  was  a  Qiuiker,  and  had  no 
faiUi  in  those  whining,  canting  Mcthodisis,  as  ho  impiously 
termed  them.  ITo  *'  shouldn't  Jine  no  how  I"  But  still  he  loved 
preaching  when  it  suited  him,  which  was  not  often  the  case,  lie 
was  blunter  than  Capt.  Butler.  "  You  licj,  Natl"  "  Wiat  is  the  r' 
use  of  your  lying  that  way  ?"  were  cxclauiationB  that  once  greeted 
his  own  brotlier,  Nathaniel,  a  Cougix^gationaliHl,  who  was  preach- 
ing to  the  people  tliat  liad  assembled  in  the  bar-room  and  kitchen 
of  Ml*.  Merrill's  tavern.  The  Rev.  Nathaniel  was  as  determined 
as  his  brother,  and  such  exclamations  did  not  disturb  him. 

Ill  the  year  1802  a  minister  came  to  town  of  a  different  faith, 
and  by  chance  he  stopi>ed  at  Stevens  Mcrnll's.  lie  was  a  mission- 
ary of  a  new  religious  order ;  the  Fi-ec-will  Baptists,  one  of  the 
products  of  the  western  world.  Sunday  following,  he  preached  in 
the  house  of  his  host,  to  the  grciit  dt^light  of  Air.  M.  lie  was 
highly  pleased  with  Mr.  Boody  and  his  doctrine,  and  as  he  was  an 
aged  man,  and  thinking  he  niiglil  die  when  Mr.  Itoody  was  far 
away,  he  resolved  to  have  hin  fniicnil  seniioii  prciutlu'd  liefore  Mr. 
B.'s  departure.  Accordingly  he  bignilicd  hin  intention  lo  the  Kev. 
gentleman,  who,  complying,  a  day  wa»  api>ointed,  and  the  sermon 
pi*eached  ft-om  2  Timothy,  4th  chapter,  Gth,  7tli,  8th  vei^ses:  "  For 
I  am  now  ready  to  be  offered,  and  the  time  of  my  departure  is  at 
hand.  I  have  fought  a  good  fight,  1  have  finished  my  coui*se,  1 
have  kept  the  faith;  henceforth  there  is  laid  up  for  me  a  ci*own  of 
righteousness,  which  the  Lord,  the  righteous  judge,  shall  give  me 
at  that  day;  and  not  me  only,  but  unto  all  them  that  love  his 
appearing."  From  this  text  it  is  said  the  Uev.  Mr.  Boody  preached 
an  excellent  disco iirae,  and  Mr.  Merrill  and  his  friends  were  well 
pleased.    It  is  lianded  down  that  Mr.  M.  smacked  his  lips  with 
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doJiglit  ecvoral  times  as  the  rovoroiid  goiitlciimii  drew  a  vivid  pio- 
1111*0  of  bin  host  entering  the  portals  of  heaven  and  taking  a  seat 
among  tlie  blest,  and  after  tbe  services  were  over,  as  they  did  not 
have  any  corpse  or  coflln,  be  trcatxid  bis  minister  and  tbe  wbolo 
congregation  to  tbe  very  best  bis  bouse  aflbrded,  not  even  omitting 
to  rnrnisb  good  flip,  puncb,  untl  egg-nog;  a  generouH  cnsU>ni  in 
tboso  days,  wliicb  laid  many  a  man  low.  Mr.  Mcriill  died  two 
years  atlc^r,  in  1804,  aged  seventy-seven  yeai*8.* 

No  religious  society  of  tbe  Ki^ee-will  Baptist  order  was  fonnod 
at  tills  time;  but  Itev.  Josepb  Doody  and  otbcr  ministers  of  like 
faitb  continued  to  visit  Warren,  and  about  1810  a  society  was 
organized  und(?r  I  be  rb:irg<^  of  Itev.  .hinies  Spencer.  Tbe  fli*8t 
mend)ers  consisted  of  Samuel  Merrill  and  wife,  of  tbe  £a$t-parto, 
James  Dow  and  wife,  Caleb  llomaii  and  wife,  Aaron  Welcb  and 
wife,  Tnie  Stevens  and  wife,  Mrs  Betsey  llamsey,  and  Mre.  James 
Williams.    Elder  Si>encer  labored  witb  tlie  society  for  many  years. 

And  now  religious  entbusiasm  filled  tbe  town  and  all  tbe 
regions  round  about.  Strict(?r  laws  were  passed  for  tbe  obseiTauce 
of  tbe  Sabbatb,  and  tytbingmenf  were  appointed  in  almost  every 
bam  let  to  compel  tbe  people  to  keep  tbe  Sabbatb  boly.  Many 
were  tbe  instances  wben  pious  bands  were  laid  upon  wicked  trav- 
elers. Old  Deacon  Jonathan  Clement  bad  been  traveling  down 
country;  returning,  tbe  tytbingman  of  Doscawen  arrested  bim 
traveling  on  tbe  Sabbatb,  and  fined  bim  Monday  mornhig,  costs 


*.fuiiiC8  Dow  nnd  Kniniiol  Merrill,  both  licnnl  Stovoiis  MorrilPH  fiitiorRl  dis- 
course. 

t  Hy  nn  net  imnncd  in  1715,  it  wuh  enacted  tlint  no  tnvemor  or  rotnllor  Hhoiild 
nnflTer  nny  nitprentic'e,  pervnnt  or  ne;rro,  to  drink  in  Idn  lioiino;  nor  nny  inlinliitnnt 
nller  ten  oVlork  tit  id;^iil,  nor  mure  tlian  two  liourH;  nor  nniler  nny  |N;rHon  to  tlrink 
to  drnnkenneHH,  nor  ollierM  tiian  HtrniKorH  to  n*nmin  in  Ida  iioumt  on  ilio  Jjonl'N 
diiy  ;  under  ii  line  ol*  llv«*  HliilliuKH. 

'IMie  Heeond  8(>rilon  providtMl  tiiat  tlio  releelnien  nlionid  neo  that  nt  least  two 
tytldnpnen  niiould  l>e.  annually  e.iioHen,  wIiomo  dutv  it  was  to  inspCM't  all  lietinsci! 
liouHeHf  and  inforni  of  all  dinordevH  to  a  JuHliee  or  the  peace,  and  alno  inlbrm  of'  nil 
who  Hell  willuuit  lie^MiHe,  and  ol'all  eurherK  and  8weart;rs.  Kaeh  tythinipunu  was 
to  have  a  hiark  Ktaflf  two  feet  long,  with  about  three  inches  of  one  end  tii)ped  with 
brnHR  or  pewter,  ns  a  badge  of  olllee.  The  penalty  lor  not  serving  when  chosen 
waH  I'orty  Hhillhigs,  and  in  delault  of  payment  or  want  of  property  was  Imprison' 
meat. 

lly  an  aet  passed  Dec.  21,  I7!i!l,  Tor  the  better  observance  of  the  Lowrs  day,  nnd 
repealing  all  oMier  arts  lor  that  purpose,  all  labor  and  recreation,  traveling,  and 
rudcneHH  at  places  of  i»ublic  wornidp  on  the  J^ord*H  dav,  are  forbidden.  Tavern* 
ern  are  forbidden  to  entertain  inhabilant>^  of  the  town.  l*hc  tythingtncn  had  |K>wer 
to  rtnuinand  aHHintance,  and  forcibly  stop  and  detain  all  travelers,  unless  Uicy 
could  give  sunicient  rea8on.  The  tythingnien  were  roc|uirc<l  to  inform  of  nU 
breeches  of  tin;  act,  and  their  oath  wns  sufUclcut  evidence  unless  invalidated. — 
History  ol  Chester,  iOO. 
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aiid  All,  cl070ii  (IoIIai'm.  iro  vauiw  lioiiic  ivitli  ii'li^ioiH  (MitliiiKifiAiii 
iiiigliiig  on  every  nerve  of  liirt  ImmI)*.  Some  nialicionsly  kuuI  lie 
was  inoilclcr  tlmn  a  March  hare.  Jiinics  Dow,  then  ii  yoiiiiji^  auul 
yigoi*ou8  man,  for  many  years  was  cliosen  tythiiiginan  of  Warren. 
Old  Mr.  Po^,  of  Haverhill y  was  (Icsccratlng  the  Sabbath  by  driv- 
ing his  horse  and  wagon  through  Uie  town,  and  said  Dow  gently 
laid  his  hand  ni>on  him  and  8to|)|>ed,  scI/amI,  and  detained  him,  and 
prevented  him  fVom  traveling,  as  aforasaid.  Monday,  Pago  was 
fined,  and  he  went  home  fcH^ling  complete. 

John  Varnum  was  chosen  to  this  high  otTlce,  and  he  arrested 
some  Scotchmen,  teamsters  from  Vennont,  and  luul  tlicm  finod, 
and  then  all  the  tavern  keei)ei*s  were  mad,  for  it  hurt  their  busi- 
ness to  have  travelers  thus  waylaid.  Tavern  keepers  with  nioo 
bars  had  influence,  and  henceforth  only  those  who  lived  in  tlio 
most  remote  part^i  of  tlie  town,  wow.  cliiisen  *'gralHnu*n,**  a^  ilwy 
were  facetiouslv  tenne<l. 

One  year  "Old  Potter,"  who  lived  by  the  road  leading  to 
Wachipauka  pond,  was  chosen ;  but  the  town  clerk,  Mr.  Anson 
Merrill,  tned  to  cheat  him  out  of  his  high  honor,  by  neglect i  11^2:  to 
make  a  reconl  of  \m  election.  Many  men  wei*e  indignant  on 
]ux:ount  of  Merriirs  oflicial  nialfeaKanrc* 

With  two  rival  societies  in  the  A1II  tide  of  success,  and  tlie 
tythingnien  well  preserving  the  peace,  meetings  without  number 
wei*o  held.  h\  Mcrrio  £}nglatul,  and  on  the  low  lands  of  Holland, 
and  along  the  banks  of  the  Uhine,  it  had  been  the  piiictice  for  cen- 
turies to  hold  meetings  in  the  suburbs  of  old  cities,  by  neglects 
grave-yards  and  among  shady  nionnlains.  This  pmctice  must 
needs  be  revived  in  America,  and  the  ^[ethodist  bi*cthi*en  estab- 
lished *^  ( jam p-mcc tings."  One  must  be  held  in  Wari*en,  and  tlio 
])1easant  pine  wcmhIh  near  Pine  hill  school-house  was  selected  for 
the  o<*c4isi(ni.  Inspiring  woimIsI  They  thought  they  could  wor- 
ship lietter  thei-c.  Tliei*c,  Adam  and  Kve  enjoyed  their  pastime 
and  sought  repose;  thei*e,  the  A morites  and  Assy riauis learned  to 
pniy;  tlnnx;,  llerllia  the  (ioddcss  of  the  Aii<^les,  had  her  lovely 
residence;  Miei*e,  the  Druids  thought  everything  sent  fi-om  heaven 
that  gi*cw  on  the  oak;  there,  I^in  piped  and  satyi'S  danced;   the 


*  Potter  was  Tor  many  years  a  town  pauper,  and  ft(r.  McniU  only  tried  to  pre* 
vent  him  I'rom  gaining  a  rvHi<lenc«. 
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fawns  ln'owRod,  SylvainiR  lovctl,  T^iaiin  Imiitod,  and  Fcronia 
wafcliod;  there,  Mic  Biatcly  rattle  of  the  feudal  loi-d  i-earcd  its 
head)  iJie  lonely  anehorite  Fang  his  evening  liynin,  and  the  sound 
of  (he  convent  hell  was  heard;  thei*e,  Uohin  Hood  and  his  merry 
men  did  their  exploit,  and  King  Jtufus  was  slain ;  there,  ilic  ward 
of  dryiuls,  the  scene  of  fairy  revels  and  Puck's  pranks,  the  haunt 
of  witches,  spirits,  elves,  hngs,  dwarfs,  tlie  Sporn,  the  nnwi  in  the 
oak,  the  will-o'-the-wisp,  the  opera  house  of  binls,  and  the  shelter 
of  beasts.  The  green,  swect-snielling,  suggestive,  nuisicMil,  sombre, 
superstitious,  devotional,  mystic,  tranquillKlng  woods,  was  tlio 
place  of  all  others  for  the  canip-mecting. 

It  wns  curly  in  (he  cool  September  that  it  Avas  lu^ld;  delega- 
tions came  from  nearly  i^vvry  society  in  the  whole  confeix^ncc,  and 
white  teii(s  in  good  numberH  sprang  up  beneath  the  pine  trees. 
There  wc»re  bootliH  outside  the  circle  of  tents  for  the  sale  of  candy, 
gingerbread,  more  substjintiaf  eatables,  and  withal.  In  sundry  jugs, 
kegs,  and  spiggot^,  was  a  good  deal  of  **  the  good  ctreaturc,"  to 
keep  out  (he  cold  from  the  licarls  of  (Ih*  Inkt^warm,  and  iAi  niiso 
(Ik*  spiri(s  generally.  On  a  smooth  plat  of  ground  were  long 
rows  of  sea(^  made  of  boards,  plank,  and  slabs,  placed  on  pins 
driven  into  the  ground,  for  the  congregation,  and  on  a  little  knoll 
in  fron(,  was  a  raised  platform,  with  a  box  around  it,  for  a  pulpit. 
Above  this  were  (he  (hick,  dense  bmnches  of  seveml  large  pino 
(rees,  which  served  Jis  a  canopy  to  keep  oJf  the  sun  and  rain.  At 
night,  in  front  of  (he  (ents,  great  fires  were  kindled  for  cooking 
and  to  keep  the  worshipers  warm. 

Moix!  sinnei*s  than  saints  c4inie  to  these  meethigs,  and  one  of 
the  great  objecti^  was  U)  convert  the  ungodly  class.  Tlio  more  con- 
verted, the  greater  the  success'  of  the  meeting.  In  the  morning 
c^me  v.nvly  pi*ayer-meeting,  then  breakfast,  then  two  scnnons  in 
the  forenoon,  <linner,  two  s(*rnions  in  (he  an4Tnoon,  supper,  (hen 
evening  prayer  meeting  and  to  bed.  Joseph  Boynton  led  the  sing- 
ing, lie  some(iiin\«^  gave  out  (he  tune,  read  two  lines,  the  choir 
and  congregation  sung  (hem,  (hen  two  lines  more  werc  deaconed 
o(V.  an<l  so  on  through  (he  hynni.  Soniedmcs  tla^  choir  sung  liy 
itself.  l(oyii(4>n,  who  w:ts  class  leader  for  many  years,  a  gi*eat  man 
in  (Ik*  church,  and  liv<*d  on  (he  (urnpike,  first  house  up  (he  hill 
beyond  (he  Cold  brook,  had  a  pi(ch-pi|)e  mode  of  wood,  an  inch  or 
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two  wido,  ftoinc tiling  llko  a  boy's  wliintlo,  with  wliicli  liu  iiitdHxl 
the  tunes,  much  to  tlie  delight  of  all  who  hcaitl.  The  presiding^ 
older  8iiininonc<l  the  brethren  to  each  exei'ciKO  by  a  loud  blast  on  mi 
old  fashioned  tin  horn.  One  night  some  *'  wicked  "  youtli,  amonif 
whom,  it  is  said,  though  we  do  not  vouch  for  it,  were  Robert 
Bums,  Thomas  Whipple,  Nathan  Clifford,  Joshua  Merrill,  Anson 
Merrill,  and  Jacob  Patch,  besides  numerous  others,  stole  the  horn 
and  went  sounding  it  tlirough  all  the  woods,  fii*st  on  the  nortli, 
then  on  the  soutli,  tlien  east,  tlien  west,  while  for  long  hours  the 
presiding  elder,  several  ministers  and  a  whole  host  of  deacons 
went  chasing  through  the  forest,  trying  to  find  the  vile  thieves,  as 
they  piously  termed  them,  who  were  disturbing  the  slumbers  of 
the  godly.    But  they  did  not  catch  them. 

One  day  elder  John  Broadheod  had  preached.  ITe  was  a  pow- 
erful man  of  more  than  oinliuary  el(N]ucncc.  llien  there  was  a 
aill  to  (M)ino  forward  for  |irayc!i-H.  TIh^  di(»ir  Hang  one  of  tliolr 
sweetest  hynuis,  then  paused.  Just  at  that  instant  a  flock  of  black- 
cap titmice  with  their  white  sides  glowing  in  the  sun,  alighted  in 
the  green  pines  overhead,  and  appearing  to  take  up  the  strain,  sang 
so  sweetly  tliat  Uiey  seemed  bright  messengers  fi*oni  heaven.  Tlio 
electric  current  was  complete,  excitement  filled  every  breast. 
Glory  to  God!  said  elder  Bi-oadhead.  Amen!  shouted  tlie  whole 
congregation.  The  hymn  was  taken  up  again,  and  when  it  ceased 
a  hundred  rose  for  prayera.  And  then  tliei*e  was  praying  and 
shouting,  and  singing,  such  as  never  was  heard  in  the  woods  of 
Warren  before.  One  young  female  was  so  wrought  upon  tliat  she 
fell  down  and  rolled  upon  the  <^round,  kicking  up  her  heels 
towards  the  blue  sky.    Some  said  she  was  in  a  trance  seeing 

Accident. •^'Lemnei  Keezer,  innkeeper,  went  to  this  first  camp-meeting  on  horse- 
back. When  he  had  nearly  got  there,  his  horse  tlirew  him  off  and  hurt  his  shoulder 
badly.  At  the  meeting,  one  of  tlie  ministers  asked  Koczcr  if  he  wnnte«l  to  see 
(j<m1,  and  ho  only  answered  that  his  shoulder  )>ained  him  lm«lly.  The  miiiittlcr 
rt*|>eat(Hl  the  t|ut»ition  the  Hcctuid  and  thinl  time,  nnd  g(»l  pn'riMcly  the  same  an- 
swer;  hut  when  he  |miI  the  «|uesti(in  the  lourth  lime,  Keezer  got  mad  and  vvrv 
im|»rudiMilly  and  luipiouHly  ro|died  Ihiil  he**  didn't  know  thegi'iillenuin,antl  tlidu'l 
care  a  d— ni  either." 

One  day  (^apLiin  Daniel  invited  Khier  Wood,  a  minister,  to  share  the  hospltali> 
ties  of  his  houHO,  and  nitiiMlueed  him  to  Mr.  Kre/vr.  **  Klder  Wo(m|,  KhIer  Wo«m|,'* 
e\«'lainied  Ml*.  K.,  nnuning  his  n«»He,  "  that  in  Uio  HliukiiigeHt  wood  I  ever  miw  ;" 
much  to  Captain  Daniel's  delight,  Tor  he  was  very  pious  and  had  great  respect  Tor 
his  minister. 

Keezer  was  gifted  In  prayer.  When  the  minister  put  up  with  him,  he  would 
pray  at  night  and  the  mmister  in  the  morning,  or  vice  rcrsu,  and  when  the  rcYerend 
was  gone  he  would  ask  the  women  folks  if  he  didn't  beat  the  minister  at  praying? 
K.  was  proud  or  his  gill  and  liked  to  be  praised. 
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lionvcii;  l»ii(  yoiiiipr  pr.  Wliipplo  wickodly  hold  ImWi^liori]  to  her 
iioRo  ijo  her  gront  delight,  niid  quietly  said  nho  wan  only  a  little 
**  liVBterica." 

TliuR  the  meeting  went  on  for  a  week,  more  than  two  hundred 
wrro  convoWed,  and  when  it  hroko  nj)  each  went  io  his  home 
(liaiiking  tho  Ivord  that  he  had  i)^**!^!^!  him  so  much.  Several 
other  <%"uni)-niooting8  have  hcon  hold  in  Warren  Rince,  the  last 
being  in  the  young  maple  woods  on  the  river  island  jnst  east  of 
the  depot. 

X 


CHAPTER  II. 


or  GKANI»  IIUNTTNQS,  POWLINGS,  ANI>  FISHINGS,  CONOLIJUTKU  Wim 
HOW  A  'SQUIKE,  A  DOCTOK,  AND  A  MfNISTKU,  WKKK  PKUFKCTLY 
I>KIjr.llTKI>  TItYINC]  TO  CIAT*!!!  KVKUY  WSII  IN  WACllirAl'KA 
FOND. 


TlfE  learned  PaflTendorf  says  all  animals  were  wild;  Gro- 
tius  says  all  were  tame.  Oommoii  law  takes  middle  ground^  and 
leaves  it  to  the  jiid<^ent  to  say  what  werc  wild  and  wliat  were 
tame.  Certain  it  is  tliat  all  the  animals,  birds,  and  lislies  of  War^ 
ren  were  wild  enough  before  tlie  advent  of  the  white  settlers,  and 
many  were  the  exciting  times  had  capturing  and  desti*oying  them, 
as  we  have  before  remarked. 

The  most  formidable  of  all  these  animals  was  the  panther, 
otherwise  called  painter,  and  sometimes  catamount,  whose  er>' 
wouhl  make  Hie  Indians'  blcK>d  feci  cold;  (he  wolf  and  U^ar  (umic 
next,  then  the  two  wild  c&U  known  as  the  lou|>-ccrvler  and  the 
bay  lynx.  Of  deer,  as  John  Jossclyn,  Gent.,  would  say,  there 
was  the  stately  moose,  the  cjirilwu,  —  hard  to  catch, —  and  tlio 
c(»ninion  nul  doer.  <>tlici*s,  and  tlicy  Hi*e  all  inlcivHting,  arc 
tlie  raccoon,  wolverine,  otter,  sublr,  mink,  mnskrat,  llsher-cat 
ermine  or  weasc^l,  black  t>r  silvci'-«(i"ay  fox,  ivd  fox,  iK'avor, 
hedgehog,  woodchnck,  gniy,  black,  n'tl,  striped  and  Hying  sqnir- 
rels,  ndibit,  nit,  mouse, —  several  kimls  —  four  varieties  of  mole, 
bat,  and  last  and  sweetest  of  all,  the  skunk. 

The  panther  was  a  rai*e  animal,  only  one  ever  having  becu 
killed  in  town,  and  that  by  «Tose))li   Patch  out;  night  :is  he  lay  in 
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his  r,Miii)>  by  lliimr^ino  brook.  WoIvi'h  worn  for  ycMirR  more  plonty. 
Our  first  s<>.lll(!r  oiiro  R(4ir((Ml  ono  in  Stc^plion  UirlinrdRoii'R  field  on 
1*1110  Iiilly  and  IblJowod  it  down  near  Pulcli  brook,  wlicro  lie  killed  it. 
Old  'Siiniro  lUirns,  of  Uoinnc^y,  r.iui;;ht  tlie  mute  to  it  in  a  tmp. 
TliiH  pair  had  killed  many  sheep. 

lint  years  before  the  t/>wn  was  settled,  an  adventure  with  the 
wolves  took  place  hi  the  lOast^-parte  regions  of  a  far  more  startling 
kind.  lx)ng  before  Ihe-eonntry  was  settled,  a  hunter  by  the  name 
of  Cnshman  was  tmpping  upon  one  of  tlie  eastern  mountains. 
Ono  day,  after  Inking  busily  engaged  in  his  labor,  he  entered  liis 
camp,  and  night  had  scarcely  )>egun  to  come  over  him,  when  the 
nn^lnncltoly  howl  of  the  wolves  struck  on  his  ear,  the  mournful 
eclioes  of  which  were  repeated  through  every  jiart  of  the  forest. 
Kvery  moment  they  seemed  to  approach  neaitjr,  an<l  soon  liis  c^imp 
was  surrounded  by  a  pack  of  the  hungry  creatures.  Snatching 
his  gun,  he  scrambled  up  a  small  sapling  near  by,  just  in  time  to 
save  himself  from  their  jaws.  Being  disappointed  of  their  prey, 
they  howled  and  leaped  about  in  mad  fury.  Cnshman  now 
thought  he  would  treat  them  with  a  little  cold  lead,  and  aiming  at 
the  leader  of  the  pack,  tired.  The  wolf  gave  a  wild  howl,  and 
leaping  several  feet  into  the  air,  fell  to  the  ground  an<l  was  t-orn  in 
pieces  by  his  hungry  companions.  Loading  his  gun,  ho  (ired  at 
another  which  sliai*ed  the  sanuj  fate.  Again  he  tired  and  killed  a 
third,  when  the  wolves  seeing  their  nund>ers  decreasing,  and  hav- 
ing satistie<l  their  ai>petite8  upon  one  of  their  own  species,  fled, 
and  Chishman  was  no  more  annoyed  by  them  that  night.  The 
mountain  upon  which  this  ha])pened  took  the  hunter's  name,  and 
is  called  Mt.  Cnshman  to  the  present  time. 

Hears  were  moi*e  plenty  than  wolves,  and  for  tliirty  yeare  alter 
the  settlement  of  Warrcn,  they  wei-e  seen  almost  every  day. 
Stephen  llichardson  had  a  line  flock  of  sliee)),  but  ho  had  to  yard 
them  every  night.  Yet  this  <lid  not  always  save  them.  Once  in 
(•arly  evening  a  large  bear,  known  a**  "old  white  face,"  earned 
away  two  sheep,  leaping  with  them  over  a  wall  five  feet  high. 
**01d  white  face"  was  the  terror  of  the  whole  country  and  trav- 
eled up  and  down  the  valley  oHener  than  any  hunter  or  fisherman 
has  ever  done.  John  (jonlil.  who  livtul  In  i\n*  Msist-parti),  hiulbeen 
out  to  **  the  road,"  as  it  was  exiled.    Coming  liome  in  the  early 
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OTeDingy  at  the  moath  of  Batchelder  brook,  in  Sawtelle  district,  he 
thought  he  met  Uiis  bear.  He  was  terribly  ft-ightencd,  threw  hi* 
little  Y^^to  dog  at  the  ferocions  creatnre,  and  with  Ids  teeth  chat- 
tering, ran  buck  to  Mr.  Samncl  Knight's  as  fast  as  his  legs  would 
carry  him.  Here  he  stopped  all  night,  slept  on  tlic  floor  by  the 
fire,  and  in  the  morning  in  comimny  with  Mr.  Knight,  went  to  the 
spot.  They  found  on  the  place  where  he  said  he  saw  the  bemr^ 
only  a  gjcat  hemlock  stnmp.  Knight  langhcd  at  him ;  Gould  felt 
exceedingly  fine.  But  two  days  afler,  Knight  and  a  man  iiaiucd 
Ramsey  killed  a  bear,  and  Gould  claimed  that  as  the  one  lie  saw. 

Daniel  Patch,  son  of  Joseph,  had  been  down  to  deacon  Ste- 
vens' blacksmith  shop,  on  Red-oak  hill,  to  get  a  three-year  old  colt 
shod.  Coming  back  at  evening  down  the  hill,  the  bear  («lled  '^  old 
white  face,"  jumped  into  the  rond  Ix^liiiid  him  and  gave  eliafie. 
The  colt  scented  him,  ]>rirk(Ml  up  liis  earn,  mid,  fnglitciicd,  mu. 
Young  Daniel  clung  to  the  itolt'H  iiianc  and  nici-o  was  a  wild  raoo 
on  Red-oak  hill  road.  The  steel  shoes  of  the  colt  rang  on  the 
rocks,  the  sparks  of  fire  fiashed  in  the  darkness  and  it  was  only 
when  the  boy  passed  Hurricane  bit)ok  bridge  and  came  bito  War- 
ren's firat  clearing,  that  the  licar  gave  u])  the  chase.  When  Daniel 
Patch  got  home  it  was  hard  for  the  father  to  tell  which  was  the 
most  frightened,  the  boy  or  the  colt.* 

About  this  time  occurred  the  lu^t  moose  hunts  in  Warren.  A 
Mr.  Webster,  who  lived  over  the  Ileight-o'-land,  one  autumn  was 
out  hunting  for  moose.  He  started  one  in  Picrmont,  and  followctl 
him  by  Tarlcton  lake  into  Wan-en.  Here  he  took  an  easterly 
course,  evidently  designing  to  ci*oss  over  the  lower  ranges  of 
mountains  and  make  for  Moo84'hi11ock.  AVhen  he  reached  the 
summit  of  Webster  slide  the  dogs  c^me  up  with  him  and  pressed 
him  so  hard  that  he  took  a  southerly  coui*se  upon  the  top  of 
the  mountain  till  he  an*ived  upon  the  edge  of  the  precipice.  The 
dogs  wei-c  close  upon  him,  and  :is  Ih;  tnnird  thoy  made  the  atlatrk. 


*  Bean.— Mr.  Cieorgu  Uixby  (inn;  killiMl  h  Ikmi*  oii  IUhhOi  hill,  with  nK*MNlHiout 
cnno.  It  hnd  Ik'«*ii  an  oxrcllcnl  hcjiHon  Tor  lM>ri'ii>i4  of  nil  kiniln,  ninl  the  iK^iir  MtHH 
MO  fill  llitU  it  couhl  lianll>  wulk. 

A  bear  followed  Mr.  SnmncI  Knight  iui<l  hiH  w  ife  n^  they  were  K^bifT  home. 
There  wua  a  Ugure-four  trap  near  wiiere  in  now  Levi  F.  JeweFb  null.  The  bear 
looked  into  it  and  got  caught,  Mr.  K.  and  wile  bi-iug  nut  bix  rodb  away  at  the  time. 

Bears,  more  or  less,  are  canght  every  year  in  Warren,  even  at  the  present 
time.  The  principal  bear  catcher«  now  living  in  Warren  are  Jot^'ph  Whitclieri  K. 
UarileU  Llbby.  Amoe  L.  Men-ill  and  Uooc  Fitield. 
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l(.  WI18  :i  liHi'd  (i<r]it.  Ar  Uioy  Iciipoil  at  him,  Min  uiitlci*c(l  monarch 
of  tJio  New  Ktigluiid  forest  tossed  one  upon  liis  horns,  and  when 
he  fell  it  was  over  flic  precipice.  AnoUier  dog  caught  the  moose 
by  the  throat,  and  a  third  seized  him  on  the  Hank,  itound  and 
round  tliey  went,  the  noble  animal  in  vain  ti-ying  to  shake  thcra  off. 
They  neiired  the  very  edge  of  the  precipice.  Tlie  rock  on  the 
brink  wmh  nlipprry,  and  (he  hoofH  would  not  cling  io  it.  Back! 
Ihickl  A  hoarse  panliiig,  a  dire  swinging  to  and  fro,  and  then  the 
rock  was  standing  naked  ngainst  the  sky ;  no  living  thing  was 
there,  and  moose  and  hounds  lay  shattered  far  below. 

AVebster  followed  to  tlie  edge  of  the  i)recipice  and  saw  the 
place  of  encounter,  lie  was  not  long  in  detciminiug  the  result, 
and  half  an  hour  later  he  found  them  all  dead  at  the  foot  among 
the  boulders  and  debris.  From  this  circumstinice  the  huge  cliff 
rising  sharp  from  AVachipauka  pond  received  its  name  — Webster 
slide.* 

Early  in  the  spring  of  180.*)  the  last  of  these  animals  ever 
known  in  this  section  was  killed.  Joseph  rat4;li's  supply  of  mooso 
beef  had  run  short,  and  he  tricMl  his  grown  up  sons,  Joseph  and 
Daniel,  to  go  with  him  uHer  more;  but  as  they  refused,  ho  took  his 
son  Jacob,  then  aliout  seventeen  years  old,  who  wanted  to  go.  At 
i]w  East -parte  Stephen  Flanders  joined  them,  and  the  tln*co  on 
snow  shoes,  for  the  snow  was  four  feet  deep,  proceeded  through 
the  forest,  up  the  Ascpiamchumauke  on  the  north  bank.  Tlioy 
crossed  (Ik^  Kig  brook  near  where  (he  bridl(*-patli  up  Moosehillm'.k 
crosses  it  now,  and  half  a  mile  beyon<l  on  the  plain  through  which 
rushes  (Jorge  brook,  they  found  where  moose  hail  browsed.  Fol- 
lowing the  trail  they  crossed  the  latter  stream,  now  buried  in  snow, 
and  Patch  sent  his  son  and  Captain  Flandera  ai'ound  the  spur  of 
the  mountainf  after  more  browse,  and  following  on  tliey  all  came 
together  on  the  eldest  where  they  found  "  floats." 

It  was  now  late  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  little  pat*ty  stopped 
to  consult.  'J'hey  Avere  far  in  the  woods,  and  young  Jacob  thought 
it  was  a  lonesome  place  to  spend  the  night.  Looking  about  he  saw 
rabbit  tracks  in  tlie  snow;  he  heard  black-cap  titmice  sing  ^'chick- 


*  Ml*.  (iciiix<^  Lihliy  hiivk  tliiit.  tlir  tiliovr  Kliiry  \h  not  cxtii'ilv  corrort,  Hint  Mr. 
WubHtor  mine  very  near  lallintf  down  Hie  inonntain  I'ncc  liiiusolf,  and  nllerwards 
f^nvc  n  gallon  of  rum  to  linvo  tlic  mountain  named  for  him. 

fSomotimcB  called  Uliiek  hill. 
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adee  "  in  the  leafless  branches,  the  sweet  note  of  Uio  brawn  creeper, 
as  spirally  he  climbed  the  huge  trunks  of  the  great  spruces,  aud  a 
hairy  woodpecker  rattling  on  an  old  dead  hemlock.  Just  then  a 
flock  of  pileated  woodpeckers  flew  by,  screaming  as  their  scariet 
rod  heads  flashed  over  (he  snow,  and  then  it  wiis  still  for  a 
moment. 

From  the  ap|iearance  of  the  '^  floats,"  Joseph  Patch  knew  Uiat 
they  wore  in  the  immetViate  vicinity  of  the  moose,  and  fur  fear  of 
frightening  them  they  did  not  dare  to  bnild  u  camp  nor  light  a  lire. 
So  they  made  a  large  bed  of  evei'green  boughs,  thick  and  warui, 
and  when  night  came  on,  they  wmp))ed  their  blankets  about  tlicua 
and  with  their  dogs  biy  down  to  sleep.  Nice  bed,  benutiftil  phice, 
and  splendid  night.  Wliat  if  it  had  hapiiened  to  snow  or  a  south- 
ern rain  come  on?  But  it  did  not,  and  the  hunters  lay  on  tlieir 
sweet  smelling  couch,  and  listened  to  the  wind  singing  through 
the  leafless  branches  and  the  evergi*eens  and  saw  the  northern 
lights  flash  blue  and  red  up  to  the  suiuith,  pouring  tlieir  crimson 
dyes  upon  the  fh>zen  snow.  As  the  night  wore  away  the  north 
star  looked  down  upon  them,  and  Andrameila,  Cassioiiea,  and  the 
Great  Bear,  wheeling  around  the  pole,  shone  bright  through  the 
crisp,  frosty  air.  Jacob  Patch  said  in  his  old  age  that  he  iieyer 
enjoyed  a  night's  rest  better  in  his  whole  life  than  that  one  in  the 
winter  snow,  and  that  he  aito  his  bivukliisl  I'l-oni  Iticir  almost  i'voM^u 
provisions  with  as  keen  a  rolisli  as  he  t^vrr  know. 

At  tlui  earli(Ml  (hiwn  thf^y  startiMl  (»n  the  tniil,  kin^ping  tln^ir 
dogs  tpiiet  behind  Iheni,  and  traveling  two  inilcH  Ihey  found  tlie 
moose  in  a  lai'go  yard  Uiside  a  Utile  mountain  sti'eam.  Thero  wcro 
throe  of  them,  a  bnll,  a  cow  and  a  uilf.  Patch  shot  tho  r^ilf,  Vlan- 
dera  flred  at  the  bull  and  missed,  when  Patch  tired  again  and 
killed  him.  The  imiw  Htarltrd  of]' at  a  fast  trot  down  Ihiker  river. 
The  dogs  followed,  a  bnil  dog  and  a  lionnd,*  yelping,  yelling,  and 
baying,  till  the  woods  ning  with  echoes,  and  the  men  running  after 


*  They  U8C«1  to  liuvo  f^ood  tUv^n  in  tiio^t*  duv!}.  K><|.  AIm>I  McmU  unrc  liml  a 
dug  niHl  a  pup,  and  waiilril  to  hcII  ontr  ol  llii'in.  A  man  ranit*  tii  Imv,  nnil  AIm*I 
Hnid  liic  (dil  do*;,  n«»S(!,  wa.H  an  ;;i»od  :i  d«>;r  ai  vwv  wan  in  llu*  world,  'riirn  nuUl  the 
man,  I  will  Ijikc  the  )»upp>  .  *'  Itnl,  l>nl,'*  Maid  'Sijuirc  Altrl,  *'  I  he  puppy  is  a  littlo 
luite  better.^ 

**  lio»e  U  thebeMt  dog  in  the  looritl^  Oiit  the  puuoy  u  a  little  mite  better j**  Wft«  a  by- 
word in  Warrcu  for  a  loug  time  atler.— Anaon  McrrillV  dtateiucut. 
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iw  fiist.  IIS  they  roil  hi.     A  mile  iiway,  niid  the  old  moose  turned  to 
flglit  tlio  dogs  and  l^ttoli  coming  up  first,  shot  licr. 

As  they  wci-c  dressing  them,  throe  other  men,  who  by  a  sin- 
gtilar  coin(!]doncc  were  hunting  in  the  valley,  cume  up  and  claimed 
the  moose.  Patch  was  a  little  covetous,  and  m  his  neighborly 
hunters  from  over  the  mountain  were  exceedingly  saucy,  ho  would 
not  give  thcni  a  bit  <»!'  the  meat.  lUit  our  hunUn*  and  Captain  F. 
liad  to  stay  and  watch  their  captured  game  wliilo  young  Jacob 
Avenf  for  hIimIs  tind  help  with  which  they  bi*onght  home  fhe  pi'o- 
duct  of  their  morning  work.  Thus  iierished  the  last  t)f  that  race 
of  animals  in  our  mountain  valley,  so  many  of  which  at  one  time 
lived  about  Afoosohillock  mounUiin. 

In  old  limes  it  was  a  ctnnnion  thing  for  the  best  hunters  to 
stjition  themselves  behind  a  I  roe  or  i-ock  by  Itocky  falls  on  Patch 
brook  or  Wuternomee  IjiIIm  on  Hurricane  bmok.  Then  they  would 
send  men  with  tlicir  dogs  sweeping  across  the  sides  of  Mt.  Carr  to 
start  wild  aninialM,  and  oIUmi  deer  and  moose  would  come  fiying 
down  the  beds  of  the  streams,  when  the  hunter  in  ambush  would 
shoot  them. 

Chase  Whitcher  once  got  behind  the  great  rock  at  the  foot  of 
Watcrnomee  falls,  and  sent  John  Marston  with  a  houud  onto  the 
mounUiin.  The  latter,  on  snow  shoes,  climbed  up  near  the  very 
to])  of  ^It.  Carr,  and  there  started  his  game.  But  it  was  only  for 
a  moment  that  he  saw  it, —  a  ghint  deer,  beautiful  beyond  anything 
he  had  ever  seen  before. 

That  deer  wjis  of  tbe  variety  called  the  American  Caribou,* 
the  fiercest,  fieetest,  wildest,  shyest,  and  most  untamcable  of  the 
<leer  tribe  in  the  wliolt^  world,  and  an*  only  shot  by  whitjo  hunters 
through  C4isual  good  fortune.  The  hound  bayed  and  followed; 
but  it  was  a  useless  chase,  for  the  (Caribou's  feet  were  like  snow 
shoes,  and  he  ran  as  no  other  aiumal  could.  One  might  as  well 
think  to  pursue  the  hurricane  as  to  follow  him.  He  seemed  like 
ihc  ship  of  the  winter  wilderness  outiipceding  the  winds  among' 
his  native  pines  and  tirs. 

AVhitcher  heard  the  baying  of  the  hound  far  up  the  mountain. 


*  Tlu!  Ciiiilioti  nvvrnpri'H  n-uiu  roiirtcon  iiiul  n  litiir  to  fUlccn  hniidshigli.iii  fcnller 
llmii  oi'diiinry  hordes,  nnrl  is  inoro  than  a  match  for  ii  woir  or  n  pmither  in  a 
light.  ( ?  ) 
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then  crouched  close  behind  his  rock.  As  he  waited  the  sun  shone 
out  clour,  lij^htiiig^  \\\i  t\w  ft-onting  of  ice  on  tho  ^rc'4it  rocks,  ami 
making  the  fantastic  icicles  Imiiging  pendant  on  Uio  birch  and 
spruce  to  throw  forth  a  thousand  brilliant  shades  and  hues,  and  to 
sparkle  like  gems. 

Soon  he  heard  the  mighty  beast  flying  down  the  bed  of  tbe 
torrent,  and  he  involuntarily  cocked  his  gun,  and  a  moment  after 
held  his  breath  as  ho  saw  the  great  antlers  of  the  bull  flash  throaj^ 
the  ti'ees. 

The  Caribou  paused  on  tho  clifi*,  hesitating  to  Jump;  then 
catching  the  fi*esh  scent,  suufied  the  air,  dilated  his  flashing  eyes, 
shook  his  branching  horns,  and  gathered  himself  up  to  bound 
away  on  the  right. 

It  was  too  late,  the  shai-p  crack  of  Wliitchcr's  rifle  awoke  the 
echoes,  and  the  Caribou  shot  forward  fur  oyer  the  biink,  and  fbll 
dead  at  the  foot  of  the  falls.  . 

Whitclicr  liud  seen  trucks  of  thin  lUnitciHl,  wildest  (l(*er,  on  otlier 
occasions,  but  never  before  or  since  has  u  white  hunter  sliol  a 
Caribou  in  Warren. 

Deer  have  ulwuys  been  inoiHs  or  loss  plenty  in  Wurroii,  and 
hardly  a  winter  pusses,  but  that  u  few  nre  (uiught.  Tn  curly  times 
they  were  seen  in  the  liekls  ulniost  every  duy.  Joseph  Tutclif 
used  to  relate  how  us  he  was  coming  home  fVom  the  Eust-paiie 
soon  after  tho  roud  was  built,  u  door  stood  drinking  by  Silver  rill 
ut  twilight,  a  will-o'-tho-wiKp  pluying  around  his  branching  horns. 
Patch  guve  u  low  whistle,  tlie  buck  snuflcd  the  air  for  a  moment 
then  bounded  uwuy  in  tho  durkness. 

Of  the  other  four-footed  boasts  that  have  lived  in  the  Asquam- 
chuniuuke  valley,  many  have  boon  hunted  for  their  Airs.  The  fox 
bus  generally  been  esteemed  the  best ;  and  tho  music  of  baying 
hounds  has  boon  tho  delight  of  many  a  huntci-'s  heai't.  Trappers 
in  the  forest  have  built  culhcags  and  set  steel  tmps  for  sable,  otter, 
mink,  martin,  ermine,  and  nnmkrat,  and  old  ^fr.  Vowell  Ijouthoi's, 
u  gipsy  doHcondinit,  who  lived  on  Hecc.h  hill,  used  (o  catch  skunks 

t  JoHCpli  rutcli,  when  mlvuiiccd  in  ycairn,  rolliiwcd  n  deer  on  snow  m1iuci»,  aU 
one  (Iny,  as  Tuut  as  lie  coiilil,  then  at  night  laiil  down  (in  (he  tfuow  \Tithout  a  lire, 
and  got  cold.  It  settled  in  his  hips,  and  oni-  hunter  was  lanio  ever  ancr.  lie  coulu 
stand  up  and  swingle  Itax  all  duy  lung.  He  learned  the  shoeuiaker*s  trade,  aiti«l 
was  good  at  It;  but  he  never  could  ruu  on  snow  bhi>es  iu  the  woods  aUeirwftnla. 
Yet  he  waa  good  at "  stiU  hunting  "  as  long  as  he  lived. 
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lo  obhiiii  Micir  pleasant  otlor.  lie  ilioii^ht  it  docidcdly  RUpcrior  to 
iiuisky  colo^iio,  or  olio  ot*  roROR,  uiul  ho  outre  placed  one  of  (licRO 
Hwcet  Bnicllin^  creatures  under  a  certain  lady  town  pauiMJr's  bed, 
kindly  remarking  that  it  nnielt  far  betUn*  than  Bhe  did,  and  was 
nnitrli  lo  be  preferred  by  all  refined  people, —  a  remark  highly  com- 
plimenlary  lo  the  Imly. 

Of  all  the  birds  Ihatabonnd  in  Warren,  thc^  black-cap  til  niouMO, 
soinelimeH  called  chickadee,  is  dtiHcrvedly  the  grealjcst  favoril^o. 
>Vhy  ?  Because  he  bsis  a  beautiful  song,  docs  a  great  deal  of  good 
and  no  harm,  is  veiy  plenty,  and  stops  with  ns  all  tlio  year  round. 
His  feathers  are  as  warm  as  wool,  are  immensely  thick  as  com- 
pared with  his  whole  body,  and  he  is  so  sprightly  that  ho  could  not 
be  cold,  no  matter  what  nn'glit  be  the  weather.  A  whole  flock, 
clinging,  backs  down  like  pirouetting  faiiies  to  the  breezy  tops  of 
the  pine  trees,  swinging  in  the  wind  ou  tlie  outeiinost  end  of  the 
slenderest  boughs  of  the  birch,  singing  all  the  time,  chickadee, 
chickadedee,  in  the  sweetest  notes,  making  a  lively  party,  and  music 
that  causes  us  to  love  the  blight  days  of  winter. 

When  the  low  sonthern  snn  is  hid  in  nnirky  lemlen  clouds,  and 
the  snow  Hakes  begin  to  spin  round  in  the  frosheniug  gale  and  tlio 
Hlorm  spirit  is  roaring  on  the  mountains,  then  the  white  Hashing 
bodies  of  the  snow-buntings,  who  were  hatched  on  the  snowy 
IhIcr  of  the  frozen  ocean,  in  nestA  of  reindeers'  hair,  lined  with  soft 
down  of  Hca  ducks  and  the  warm  fur  of  the  white  foxes,  hurrying 
before*  the  storm,  bring  a  weird  feeling  and  a  sort  of  a  suporl^li- 
lious  awt;  to  the  chilly  traveller.  Along  with  them  como  the  gos- 
hawk, light  winged,  from  Greenland;  the  snow  owl  and  the 
Aciulian  owl.  his  companions,  and  the  Bohemian  chattoi*er,  that 
incessantly  sings  when  the  sun  shines  on  his  home,  the  eternal 
snows  and  glaciers  about  the  pole.  On  mild  winter  days,  in  our 
hamlet;  the  shrike,  cross-bills,  mealy  red  polls,  lesser  red  polls, 
pine  grosbeaks,  Arctic  woodpeckers,  brown  ci*eepers,  nut  hatches, 
make  busy  parties  in  the  spruce  swamps,  while  on  the  bordei*8  of 
the  llelds,  and  about  the  barns,  is  heard  tlie  screaming  of  jays  and 
the  cawing  of  crows. 

Spring  brings  a  host  of  engles,  hawks,  owls,  woodpeckers, 
cuckoos,  thrushes,  wrens,  kingiishers,  humming  biixls,  warblera, 
swallows,  orioles,  blackbirds,  sparrows,  iinchcs,  buntings,  and 
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many  oUiorSy  among  wliom  is  Uic  recl-cyoil  virco,  one  of  tlie  most 
welcome  of  tlio  summer  Hiii^^M'Sy  for  he  Hin<^  all  (hiy  lon<^y  no  iiial/- 
ter  how  dark  Uie  weather  or  hot  the  8uu. 

For  the  sportsman,  the  beautiful  wood  duck,  the  black  duck  and 
sheldrakes  swim  in  the  ponds  and  river,  and  in  autumn  Uie  wild 
goose  crying  ^^  liawnk-honck-e-honck/'  oh  he  Hies  through  tlic  sky, 
often  lights  in  Tarleton  lake.  But  never  yet  lias  sportsman  livod 
in  Wan-en  who  knew  how  to  hunt  upland  plover,  or  the  wocNicuctk 
tliat  breed  every  year  in  the  meadows  of  Uuiuiway  |M>ndy  aiid 
along  tlie  shoit»  of  some  of  the  sedgy  streaiiis.  Tliat  kind  of 
shooting  belongs  to  anuther  geiienition. 

Among  the  dark  Ill's  and  thick  luickinatacks  of  tiie  mountaiUH  in 
found  the  spruce  grouse,  sometimes  called  the  Canadhin  grouao. 
They  liave  a  l>eautiful  plumage,  but  ai-e  not  (^iiHidenul  g«MMl  ealiiig*. 
They  are  very  i-emarkable  for  their  manner  of  drumming.  Tliey 
leap  up  from  the  earth  and  iM^^iting  their  wings  nipidly  agaiuat 
tlioir  sides,  rise  spirally  some  titleen  or  twenty  feet  into  tlte  air, 
then  slowly  descending  in  the  same  manner,  tliey  all  tlie  time  pro- 
duce by  Uie  mpid  motion  of  their  wings  a  low  rumbling  sound 
like  distant  thunder  which  in  a  still  day  can  l>e  heaixl  nearly  a  mile 
away. 

The  ruffed  grouse  is  a  larger  biixl,  much  more  plenty,  is  more 
sought  after,  and  affords  the  most  navory  dish  for  the  table.  Tliis 
biixl  is  geiienilly  known  as  the  ])artridge,  is  very  numoixnis,  and  in 
fact  cannot  be  cxtcnniiiated.  Tlictr  drumming,  which  every  one 
has  heard,  is  the  ndl  of  the  male  bird  io  his  harem  of  attendant 
wives,  and  is  iMiautifully  done.  Staiidiii«i^  up  proudly  on  an  old 
prostrate  log,  or  tiat  rock  in  a  spruce  copse,  he  lowers  his  wingu, 
erects  his  expanded  taiil,  contracts  his  throait,  elevates  the  two  tnlts 
of  featliers  on  the  neck,  and  iiilhites  his  whole  body,  s<iinetliiiig  in 
the  manner  of  a  turkey-cock,  Kh'iiHing  and  wheeling  alxnit  in  grctil 
st4iteliness.  After  a  few  niana^nvrcK  of  this  kind,  he  begins  to 
strike  Iijh  Htidened  wings  in  short  and  qnirk  strokes,  which  Ihmmuiic 
more  and  more  rapid  until  they  run  into  each  other,  i*esemblin^ 
the  inimbling  sound  of  very  distant  thunder,  dying  away  gradually 
on  the  ear.  Morning  and  evening  in  the  spring  of  the  year  is  their 
favorite  drumming  time.  Wurren  has  hud  a  host  of  gocnl  par- 
tridge huntei*s,  i\-om  Obadiah  Clement  down  to  Benjamin  Little, 
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iriiRRcIl  Morrill,  Bonj.  K.  Little,  and  Amos  L.  Men-ill,  who  livoRiii 
<lio  KaRt-j)artc  i*e»rioii. 

Some  years  wild  pig^eons  ai-c  very  plenty,  and  at  the  com- 
menroment  of  the  ])i'eRent  eontnry  llocks  miles  in  1en<^th  and 
hrrndtli,  flarkenin^if  Itu^  snn,  wonhl  fly  lor  days  over  our  valley.  In 
antnnni  when  hoeeli-nuts  ahounded,  our  hnn(4M*s  and  their  friends 
f<*iiH(ed  on  wild  pi^iMins.* 

Warren's  strtMims  and  ponds  abound  in  llsh,  and  flshermcii 
have  always  been  more  ])lenty  than  hunters,  trappei*s,  or  fowlers. 
Minnows,  daco,  erls,  snr.kei*s,  pout,  piekei-ol,  and  tront,  swarm  the 
wafers  in  *r\vi\l  numbers;  but  pirkcrel  and  tnmt  are  the  most 
sought  aflxir.    The  latter  were  much  larger  formerly  than  now. 

Mr.  Samuel  Merrill,  familliarly  known  as  "  Uncle  Sammy,"  a 
man  beloved  by  every  body,  was  one  of  the  fii'st  flshenncn  in  the 
head  wafx^rs  of  the  As(piamchumanke.  He  had  settled  high  up  on 
the  sifle  of  Moosehillock  mfuinliiin.  The  wo(k1s  were  thick  about 
his  clearing,  sliuHing  out  the  view  back^of  his  cabin;  but  Moose- 
hillock  looked  in  upon  him  from  the  north,  and  east,  the  crests 
of  the  mounlains  swept  round  him  in  a  circle  to  the  soutli-wcst. 
Morning  aiul  evening  ho  could  hear  the  roar  of  the  river  in  the 
gorge  just  beyond  the  eastern  edge  of  the  clearing. 

Il(^  used  to  |4*I1  how  a  July  night  of  those  early  times  had  been 
showery,  and  in  the  morning,  rising  early,  he  saw  a  faint  blue  lino 
of  mist  which  linveriMl  over  (he  bed  of  the  hum  rockv  ravine, 
floating  about  like  the  steam  of  a  seething  cauldron,  and  rising  bore 
and  there  info  tnll  smoke  tike  columns,  pix>bably  whei*e  somo 
stxieper  C4itaract  of  the  mountain  stream  sent  its  foam  skyward. 
As  the  sun  came  up  the  niist^  rapidly  dis])ersed  from  the  lower 
regions,  were  suspeiitled  for  a  short  time  in  the  middle  air  in 
broad,  fli'ccy  masses,  then  metled  tjuickly  away  in  the  increasing 
brightness  of  the  day. 

**Tlie  tish  will  bitt^  this  forenoon,  and  1  will  see  the  river,"  ho 
said,  *'  and  the  land  beyond."    He  had  bought  his  hooks  down 

♦  AiiMtMi  IMfi-rill  H.'ilil  h«'  h;i\v  |>i;(«MiiiH,  yvnr  uflor  yonr,  ho  thick  llyiiiK  over  War- 
rrii  lli.'il  Miry  li>okf«|  liko  n  lilnrk  cIoimI. 

h'otrJiinj   .IwiWo/r*.— .|«Mr|»h  niifl  Orl.'iiiflo,  hoiim  ol*  .fosc|ili  Uoviitoii,  who  lived 
oil  th(>  ri<l;ie  above  Coht  brook,  oiirc  f'oiiiul  n  iinrtriilge  Pitting  on  hnr  noKt.  Orlando 

f:ol  th(*  fTtiii  and  lii*  and  .foRoph  went  ont  to  glioot  the  bird:  bnt  their  father  think- 
ii;r  it  loo  liad  lo  nlioot  a  Miltinc  liird,  run  nheail  and  Reared  tlic  parlridKC  iil».  Or- 
laiitio  Haw  liiiii  aiitl  \\vi\n\  the  lieavy  lliglit.  lie  wan  nind  and  hall<NH*d  to  .loMMdi 
what  iiin  I'atlicr  had  done.    .Inscph,  he  wa«  madder  still,  and  with  the  most  filial 
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coontryy  his  wife  had  Bpuu  him  u  liiicu  line,  and  he  liad  buckfihot  Ibr 
a  sinker.  Digging  some  worms  by  Uie  luiUi  tliat  IchI  to  his  liouae, 
lie  travclcfl  awiiy  over  Uio  bn>ok  !«>  tlic  nortlicast,  through  Uio 
thick  hemlock  woods,  a  mile  and  nioix),  to  the  river  iMink.  At  Uio 
base  of  this  descent,  four  hundred  feet  iierhaps  below,  flowed  the 
dark  arrowy  stream — a  wild  i>eiiIous  water.  As  clear  as  crystal^ 
yet  as  dark  as  Uie  brown  lichens,  it  came  i^ouring  down  amon^r  the 
broken  rmtks,  with  a  rapidity  and  force  which  showed  wliat  innsi 
be  its  Airy  when  swollen  by  a  stonn  among  tlie  mountains;  here 
breaking  into  a  wreatli  of  rippling  foam,  where  some  unseen  ledge 
chafed  the  current,  there  roaring  and  surging  wliite  as  December's 
snow  among  the  great  raund  headed  boulders,  and  there  again 
wheeling  in  sullen  eddies,  dark  and  deceitful,  round  and  round 
some  deep  rock-rinnned  basin. 

Going  down  Uie  bank  two  beautiAil  spruce  grouse,  their  scarlet 
featliers  gleaming  in  the  morning  sun,  clucked,  clucked,  cliur-r-rod, 
and  tlien  disappeared  in  heavy  flight  down  among  tlie  great  trees 
of  the  ravine. 

At  Uie  water  edge  he  cut  a  l)eautiAil  binrhen  |K>le,  fastened  his 
line  upon  the  end  and  adjusted  a  wonn  u[>on  his  hook.  l>elicately, 
deftly  the  bait  danced  in  the  clear  water  across  the  foamy,  crystal 
eddy  to  the  hither  bank,  then  again,  obedient  to  Uie  pliant  wrist  it 
circled  half  round  the  limpid  basin,  then  Ktopi>ed  for  a  moment  in 
a  little  mimic  wlurIt>ool,  where  it  spun  round  and  round  Just  to 
the  leeward  of  a  gray  gi-niiite  boulder.  Tt  was  only  for  a  moment, 
and  Uie  gay  tail  of  a  trout  llojilicd  in  the  Huiisliiiie,  Ihcii  a  swirl  on 
Uie  surface,  a  quick  turn  of  the  wrist,  the  barbed  hook  was  fixed 
and  the  most  beautiful  fish  of  the  northern  waters  spun  round  and 
round  for  a  moment  in  the  air,  tlicn  quickly  unhooked  was  strung 
on  the  forked  bii'ch  twig  cut  for  the  puri>ose.  The  hook  wan 
rebaited,  anoUier  and  aiiotlicr  wci-c  <'an^ht,  then  down  stre:im  leai>- 
ing  on  the  great  ninnd  boulders,  lie  8top[>ed  again  at  a  second 
edying  basin,  adjusted  his  bait,  and  luirryiug  now  in  the  wild 
excitement,  caught  bi*uce  after  bmce,  taking  no  note  of  time  till 
Uie  shadows  cix'pt  out  over  the  deep  gorge  and  a  heavy  rumble  up 


ulTcotion,  ami  in  tlit*  most  |»ioiiH  iiiaiiiiur,  mIiouUmI  uiil, "  Shoot,  nhiHtt  the  tl — tl  ttlil  ensa." 
IliM  f'utliur  liuurtl  liiiii  uikI  mildly  t*ai«l,  "  (>i-laii«l«»,  il'  you  du  I'll  Uikv  your  lihic  off;" 
and  Orliuidu  ditliit  blioot. — UuhhcII  K.  CIciiiciiI'm  bloiy. 
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in  the  gi*cat  bnsiii  of  the  mountains  told  that  a  thunder  shower  was 
roinlnpf  on. 

A  hcdgcliog  liad  come  down  by  the  stream  to  drink,  but  he 
liooded  Inm  not.  A  winter  wren,  dnriin^r  quick  as  a  mouse  in  and 
out  anion^  tlic?  roots  of  a  falloii  ti*eo,  liad  warl)led  a  trilling  fairy 
song  Uy  liini ;  a  wliilx^  tlu'oatcd  fineli  had  sung  soft  and  sweet  from 
tlio  top  of  a  l)eautiful  green  spruce  tliat  sliot  up  like  a  cone  at  the 
liead  of  a  little  island  where  the  stream  divided  and  rushed  rap- 
idly down  on  eitlicr  side,  and  just  then  a  great  shaggy  black  boar 
c^me  from  the  woods  and  laying  down  in  the  cold  water  lapiied 
his  fill,  and  sozzled  and  tossed  the  clear  crystal  fluid  to  his  heart's 
content.  Merrill  never  disturbed  him;  but  with  fish,  as  many  as 
ho  could  conveniently  carry,  scrambled  up  the  steep  bank  and 
hurried  away  homo.  In  his  old  ngo  ho  would  toll  what  a  wetting 
he  got  going  home  from  his  first  fishing  exr.ursion  in  the  Asquam- 
chujnauke. 

Fish  have  been  caught  in  Glen  and  Wachipauka  ponds,  and 
Tarleton  lake,  that  would  weigh  over  four  pounds  each,*  aud  I 
have  seen  them  myself,  caught  from  the  Joseph  Merrill  pond,  that 
would  weigh  three  pounds.  Who  does  not  like  to  fish?  In  my 
youth  I  fished  in  the  dear  old  mill-pond  and  tiny  Cold  bi-ook;  but 
ill  ivi'ijcv  years  in  the  wild  niounttiin  stream  and  on  the  sylvan 
lake. 

Tlien*  are  more  than  lilTv  miles  of  front  stmams  in  our  moiin- 
fnin  Iminletft  any  mile  of  whirli  c4in  be  reached  and  well  fished 
any  day,  in  tlie  season,  from  Wai*ren  common.  Patch  brook.  Hur- 
ricane brook,  Bat-chelder  brook,  Davis  brook,  Libby  brook.  East- 
branch  brook,  the  Asquamchumauke,  Gorge  brook,  Big  brook, 
Merrill  brook,  Berry  brook,  Black  bi'ook,  (the  MikaseofA,)  Ore  hill 
brook,  and  Martin  brook,  also  the  Oliverian,  afford  more  than  fifty 
fhonsand  genuine  red-spotted  trout  with  pink  sides  and  silver  belly 
and  tri-colored  fins,  whit«,  black,  aud  red,  each  year.  Who  does 
not  love  to  follow  the  clear  streams  running  over  sandy  bottoms 


♦  Win.  II.  Kink,  of  »Innr1icnt(*r,  N.  II.,  onro  cmiprlil  n  trout  out  of  Pntr.h  brook 
tluit  \vi*iKlio«l  MVtM-  r<Mii-  poiiiMlfl.  A  IIhIi  Imwk  nni  on  ti  ncMilKirinK  trco  looking  ni 
lihn  nn«l  i*viflcntly  hail  iNuni  \v»U*,liln;^  tlic  name  Knmo.  When  Mr.  Fink  bagged  the 
licanly  Iho  hawk  Ihnv  nway  with  u  ftcrcani,  Mctnnhig  ninch  ilirtnppointiMl. 

f  rjiitiH  r.  Ivinilinll,  in  liin  «hiy,  UmIkmI  n  |iort.ion  of  tho  Aminnnir.hntnniiko  ho 
niiif.li  tiint  lh«*  IImIi  wi*ix*  Hiring  |M>or  all  the  year  round,  llo  amuiiod  himsolf 
chaAing  them  over  the  rockd  when  titoy  wouhln^t  bite. 
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where  they  abound.  Your  trout  delights  hi  i:iiK.*ude«>y  tuiubliii^ 
bayH  and  weini.  (ieiiemlly  he  luw  hi^  lioh^  uiidiT  nxHs  of  over- 
hanging trees,  and  hciicatJi  hollow  hanks  and  great  bouldorn  in  Uic 
deepest  ]mrls  of  the  stream.  Thr  junrti<ni  of  litlk*.  nipulH,  foniUHl 
hy  water  iiassing  ixiund  an  olMtniction  in  tlie  midst  of  the  general 
current  is  a  likely  |M>iiit  at  whirh  to  niisi*  a  trout ;  uIko  at  the  nM»t« 
of  in*iWy  or  lM»Md«^  gn^^it  nN'ks,  or  in  otiior  ]>lares  when^  the  frotli 
of  the  Hlnuini  iMillerts.  All  ^n«'h  |>lar(*M  an*  Pavonilih*  for  s|Nirt«  nn 
inscHits  follow  llHi  K:iiiie  4:ourse  as  the  hnhhles,  an<l  an*,  then;  sou^^il 
by  tlie  fish,  (aenerally  they  lie  lanid  u|>  stivaui,  not  even  wagging 
the  tail  or  moving  a  fin.  Thousands  of  pounds  of  fish  are  als(» 
taken  from  our  |M>nd8  each  year,  yet  they  never  seem  to  grow 
scaix'e,  and  each  season  brings  its  atumstomed  pitnluct. 

Warren  lias  known  some  pot  fishers,  rcsil  inurden*.rs  of  the 
finny  trilie ;  and  once  upon  a  time,  as  the  fairy  stories  begin,  sev- 
eral lovers  of  fat  trout  resolveil  to  capture  every  oiitt  in  Wachi- 
pauka  |K>ud.  l>r.  Alphonzo  (i.  French,  ISev.  A.  W.  Ksistman,  mihI 
Absalom  Clifford,  Bsq.,  were  the  principal  actors.  But  they 
invited  their  friends  John  S.  Batchclder,  Newell  Bany,  NcwcU  S. 
Martin,  and  several  otlier  less  iiiii>ort4iiit  )>ci*sona<res,  to  go  with 
them  and  share  in  the  spoils.  Arconlingly,  ariiKMl  with  wa^h- 
tubs,  mackerel  kits,  and  syrup  holders,  one  bright  sumincr  morn- 
ing they  all  repaire<1  to  the  ]>ond. 

The  t>laii  was  to  till  a  large  stone  jug  with  powder,  attach  a 
fuse  and  sink  it  in  the  water;  one  of  the  nnnilier  on  a  nifl  sliouhl 
light  the  fuse,  and  the  others  with  a  n>|M*,  slitmhl  pnll  him  ashore. 
The  explositni  wonhl  kill  i*.vvry  lisli  in  llir  pond;  lliey  would  fitiat 
on  the  surface*,  and  the  graetly  lishennen  rx)uld  t^ick  them  up  at 
their  leisure.  Absalom  (^liironl  was  t4i  touch  off  the  fus4^,  and  Dr. 
French  and  Itev.  Mr.  Kastman  were  to  land  him  l>efoi*e  the  explo- 
sion.   The  others  would  gi^t  behind  gi*eat  tn»es  in  the  wchmIs. 

The  plan  is  |)ei*fected :  the  mfl  is  floating  on  the  still  water 
and  tlie  i*oi>e  extends  to  the  shore. 

Absalom  Cliftbnl  touched  oil*;  a  light  smoke  curled  up  from 
the  burning  fuse. 

Pull,  shouled  the  man  on  Mu^  rally  and  tiie  (hn-tor  ami  the  min- 
ister pulled.  *•'  Pull !  Pull!  or  I  shall  be  blowcd  up,"  scnjiimed  the 
fuse  lighter,  and  the  man  of  physio  and  the  man  of  the  gos])c1 
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pnllod, —  pulled  with  nil  their  might.  But  aliw  the  rope  broke;  a 
terrible  explosion  was  pooh  to  follow,  they  could  not  die  thcro, 
iind  (he  doctor  and  the  reverend  fled  f:ir  into  the  deep  woods. 

A.  (ylidbrd  knew  his  danger,  there  was  no  oscnpo,  and  taking 
one  last  lingering  look  of  mountains  and  gi*ecn  woods  arouud,  lay 
down  on  his  rait,  closed  his  eyes  and  i*esignod  himself  to  bis 
fale. 

Soon  the  powder  burned;  but  thei-c  was  no  t4^rriblc  explosion, 
onlv  a  few  bubbIf*H  on  the  surfiu*.e  and  then  all  was  cidni  and 
still. 

A  long  time  aflor,  the  doctor,  the  minister,  the  hotel  kcei>er, 
and  the  farmers,  came  creeping  back.  Absalom  sat  Indt  upright 
on  his  rail.  He  was  now  us  brave  ns  a  lion,  an<I  spoke  many 
gentle  words  to  Ihe  bold  rope  pullers  who  had  lefl.  him  to  die 
alone. 

They  felt  **  cute  enough." 

Absalom,  with  a  |)iece  of  board  paddled  himself  ashore,  and 
the  parly  gathering  up  all  their  tubs,  kits,  and  holdei's,  and  cover- 
ing (hem  with  green  bough's  in  their  wagons,  wended  their  way 
to  their  homes,  exceedingly  delighted  with  the  numy  congratula- 
tions of  th<ur  friends  over  their  kucchjsk,  and  the  almost  mii*aculous 
escape  of  A.  C/lifford. 


CHAPTER  III. 


HOW    TUB    TIJUNPIKE    WAS    BUILT,    AND    OP    DIVKRd    TllfWSS    THAT 
HArPKNKll  TIIKUKHV. 


!N^EW  things  caino  fiist.  to  oiir  hamlot  among  Mio  liills,  at 
the  beginning  of  the  pi*csent  century.  Tu  the  hist  chapter  of  the 
preceding  book,  we  enumerated  many  of  them,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  pi*esent,  told  of  the  new  religiouR  that  came  to 
town.  In  the  land  of  the  Coosucks,  far  to  the  northwanl,  the 
people  wci*o  similarly  blessed,  and  having  a  great  desiix;  for  a 
rnrther  supply  of  useful  coinniodilics,  began  to  make  (HlbrU  for 
the  building  of  bettor  roads  on  which  they  might  come. 

About  this  time  a  Juania  had  arisen  for  turnpikes,  throughout 
the  whole  land ;  peojjlc  believed  they  would  bo  profitable  invest- 
ments, and  every  body  know  they  would  help  develop  the  country. 
Nearly  twenty  of  the  roads  had  been  chartered  and  built  in  New 
Hampshire,  and  December  19,  1805,  a  charter  of  the  old  Coos 
turnpike  was  obtained.  The  enterprising  people  of  iraverhill 
Corner  —  they  don^t  live  there  now  —  Avoro  mainly  instrumental 
in  procuring  it,  and  llio  corporal  ion*  the  ensuing  spring,  engaged 
the  services  of  fjen.  John  McDuH'ce,  a  distinguished  engineer  of 
those  times,  and  the  survey  Avas  immediately  conmienced. 


♦  Tlic  turnpike  c.orponitiiin  conHlhlt'il  ol"  M«)hi»h  Dow,  AhHuhun  l\MorH,  .loHOp'li 
UUhh.  David  VVi:l>Hlcr,  .h.,  Ami  Hoynlon,  OliarlcH.loliiislini,  AIiKmi  .SprnKii<%  Mooily 
Itedcil,  Williani  rarlctoii,  Jiiliii  Pa^o,  and  .Slcplii'ii  1*.  WrhsU-r.  'V\\v,  Hi'.hI  niooUuK 
was  c-allud  l)y  ('ol.  William  Tarlcton  and  .Stephen  I*.  Webater,  by  pnldiciliing  a  no- 
lice  in  llie  Dailnioidli  (lazeUe. 

The  "  Coventry  turnpike"  was  chartered  December  29,  isaj,  but  it  was  never 
built. 
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TImm'o  wrn»  two  ])oin(/i  nlwliidi  \l  iniiRt.  t4>riiiiim(>n.  ITftvorliill 
(!oriM'r  on  (lie  wcRt,  ami  Bakor  river,  tlio  Asquaincliuiiiaukc,  ''near 
AfrrnirH  mill  '*  on  ilio.  oast.,  and  it  mnst  bo  the  Rtrnif^litost  and  nhortr 
est  line,  if  it  did  rnn  plump  over  the  mountain  long  known  a8  the 
|[oiglit-o'-Iaiid.  Sui'voyor  McDuflbo  looked  over  the  i*oute  fii-et,  and 
then  commencing  at  Ilaverliill  Corner,  ran  Boutlieasterly  towards 
the  ARquamchumauke  in  Warren.  lie  was  all  summer  perform- 
ing t.lie  work,  getting  tlie  bearings,  estimating  the  grade,  driving 
the  slakoR,  and  chitting  bnshc's.  Thomas  rillRbnry  of  AVari-en  was 
one  of  the  surveying  party,  and  helped  carry  the  chain.  Then  the 
general  made  np  his  plan,  and  in  the  autumn  of  1806  advertise- 
ments were  posted  for  proposals  to  build  sections  of  one  hundred 
rods  each,  on  thi^  whole  line. 

Joseph  Patch,  Jr.,  and  liis  brothers,  contracted  for  and  built 
from  the  connnoncemiMit  at  the  narrow  point  between  Jhiker  river 
and  the  Allkaseota  or  Hlack  brook  up  to  the  Blue  ridge.  Joseph 
Morrill  imyk  the  job  cutting  through  the  high  ondiankment  of  Run- 
away pond.  It  required  a  great  amount  of  hibor  and  much  time, 
and  bctbre  it  was  finished  the  people  thought  it  was  a  blue  job  for 
Mr.  Merrill,  hence  tli(^  name  Jflue  ridfje,  Amos  Little  built  the 
hundred  rods  above  Klue  ridge,  over  the  Mikaseota,  and  one  of 
the  Clements  the  section  above  that.  Captain  AVilliam  Butler  also 
built  a  sod  ion. 

\\\  IS08,  the  turnpike  appi-oaching  completion,  a  toll-gate  was 

constrnct<Ml  and  locat(Ml  where  the  road  crosses  the  outlet  of  Tarlo- 

ton  lake.     Ilorowjw  a  narrow  nivino  and  thoro  was  no  way  to 

)iroo.(MMl  excopt  through  the  gaio.    Nine?  pence  was  the  toll  for  a 

horse  and  ridor,  f>n(!  Hhilling  for  a  horso  and  wagon,  one  and  six 

pence  for  a  two  horse  wagon  or  sleigh,  and  three  shillings  for  large 

teams.* 

The  ]>oople  who  lived  beside  it  were  permittjod  to  travel  upon 

it  at  a  small  cost;  tlioy  working  out  thoir  highway  taxes  upon  it  In 

]mrt  paynif^nt.f    flosoph  Morrill  wjis  superintendent  of  repairs  for 

the  south  division.    Sevend  roads  not  being  longer  needed  woro 

now  thrown  up.t 

♦  Kor  Mil  nxtiMuInd  (nliln  of  folln,  boo  clinrlor  In  ofllcc  of  fttjcrotnry  of  Htnto. 

t  KiK'li  ni.'iii  had  to  work  w  «lnv  aiid  a  linlf  on  tlic  turii|iiko  to  |iny  for  what  he 
iiscMl  It.— (Jjjii.  M.  I*.  McitIIIM  Htnloniciit. 

tVotcMl  to  diHnoiiliinin  from  Howie*'  to  the  oM  PotAnh,  (do  called,)  near  Mr. 
WocRB*  BO  long  as  llio  publio  caa  paas  on  tbo  turnpike,  ft'oe  from  "  towl." 

Y 
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And  now,  when  the  road  was  oponcd,  how  the  people  rejoiced ! 
It  wouUl  bring  new  life  to  the  town!  Their  proixsrty  would  l>o  of 
liighor  vuhic,  and  (lie  world  ut  their  dinn'H. 

Thc8c  bright  ex iHsctatioiiH  were  fnily  nmlizcd ;  Inivel  f^retilly 
iiirreaxcd.  («iimt  UuunM,  hh  thoy  wttre  (!all<uly  tuinviiKH  (Hivorecl 
wagons,  drawn  by  eight  or  fen  horses,  went  rnnibling  by  every 
day  in  long  trains,  almost  like  caravans  in  the  East,  (loing  nortli 
they  invariably  hired  all  the  Iioi'mm  and  oxen  at  the  foot  of  Uie 
Ileight-oMand  tliat  could  be  found,  to  help  tlicin  up.  My  nnclo, 
Anson  Men-ill,  said  that  when  a  Imy,  he  had  Ihhmi  to  the  lop  of  the 
Height  a  hnndred  times  or  moiit  Ui  take  back  the  oxen  <»r  iMirsoM. 
Four  slullings  or  four-and-8ix-[)cnce  was  Uie  price  of  a  yoke  of 
cattle  or  a  span  of  horses  over  the  mountain.  The  highcKt  point 
on  tlie  road  whore  they  dismissed  the  boy,  was  about  two  Uionsand 
feet  above  sea  level,  and  a  bai*n  now  standing  on  the  tunipike  sum- 
mit is  a  real  water-shed,  the  rain  and  melting  snow  running  fVom 
one  roof  flowing  into  the  Connecticut,  that  fi*om  tlie  other  roof 
into  the  Memmack.  In  winter  two-horse  pungs,  with  jingling* 
bells  and  shouting  drivers,  came  fi-om  tlie  fertile  hill-sides  of  Vor- 
niont,  and  made  tiiiins  miles  in  length  on  the  winter  i-oad.  Num- 
erous pod  teams,  or  one-horae  sleighs,  also  joined  the  gn%at 
canivan  to  the  seaboai'd. 

It  was  a  romantic  trip  these  pungs  had  to  Dover,  Porlsmontli, 
and  Newbnryport.  Mr.  Samn«?l  INh'.nill,*  **  Unch?  Sannny,"  who 
lived  in  the  East-parte  regions,  used  to  narrate  hit»  mlventui'cs 
'^  going  down  by  the  sea."  When  the  deep  snow  had  come  and  the 
weather  was  cold,  he  load(;d  up  his  gieat  8tcH?l-slicMl,  —  slioes  of 
steel  nioiv.  than  an  iiicli  thick, —  hiurkct  pimg.  Wliole  hogs, 
froiten  stifl',  ap]>le-8aucc,  butter,  chc(;sc,  poultry,  Icetings,  mink, 
fox,  sable,  lislier-iMit,  and  bcni*  skin^,  caught  by  his  l>oyh,  sheep's 
pelts,  and  all  the  various  articles  of  conutry  jirodnce,  make  a  heavy 
load.    Then  ho  would  Uikc  a  whole  trunk  full  of  pics,  cakes,  cold 


Voted  todisrniUiiiuo  tlio  old  i-o:ul  fVoiii  the  nurtli  Hitlu  or  Ooveiitiy  road  to  tlio 
turuuiku  above  Mr.  .Swett'b  au  al>ove. 

voted  to  dit«contiiiiie  rroiii  Jusepii  AferriirH  to  llic  saw-iuill  as  above. 

VoUrd  to  lU.scoiiliiiiie  IVoiii  Ca|>t:iiii  ri-ai^«''h  bt»ii.s<;  to  .loiialhaii  < 'l(>iii('iit*8  inn. 
('aptaiii  (^rai'C*'  lived  in  .lo^lllla  IMcrrillN  Immim*  on  ihr  wvyi  ^id<■■  of  tin;  l^likuMHita. 
—Town  (Jleik'tf  ICecordt^,  Vol.  i.  JIM). 

*  Sainuel  Merrill  wan  the  boii  of  |{ev.  Natbauicl  Merrill,  a  very  able  Cougpre^a- 
tioiial  niiuitfter.  Nuthuuiel  waa  a  brother  ol*  Jobhua  and  .Stoveiib  Merrill,  early 
bettlertf  in  Warren. 
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meat,  cold  fowl,  and  cheese,  for  himself,  and  several  bushels  of 
onts  for  his  horses.  TTc  did  not  like  to  pay  much  money  to  the 
thouf^nnd  and  one  landlords  who  kopt  hotels  and  Airnished,drinka- 
hh's  all  jiloii^r  Hio  road  Uy  (ho  niarkofii,  whi«*Ji  wore  known  as  plaros 
down  country.  Just  think  of  tho  little  man  mounting  the  semi- 
circular step  behind  tho  sleigh  for  the  stiirt,  amid  the  tender  good- 
bys  and  khid  wishos  of  tlioso  who  woro  <«  slay  boliind,  and  who 
ninst  now  pass  days  and  perhaps  weeks,  if  diifting  snow  or  a 
'*  January  thaw"  should  intervene,  bofoi*o  the  old  mare  and  her 
four  year  old  colt  should  make  their  appearance,  coming  up  tho 
hill  homo  again.  "Out  to  tho  road,"  and  ho  joined  tho  throng 
coming  down  tho  tnrnpiko,  and  was  lost  in  Hio  hurrying  cjimvan. 
At  (ho  markot  l4>wnM  ho  bought  salt,  spices  of  all  kinds,  sl/^ol  traps, 
jiowdor,  shot,  (ishing  (iicklo,  and  a  host  of  coveted  luxuries,  and 
llicn  he  was  off  lor  his  home  again.  The  old  marc  and  the  four 
yoar  old  colt  turned  out  of  the  throng  and  otf  the  turnpike  i-oiul 
instinctively,  and  was  there  not  joy  in  the  household  that  night 
when  lic^  unlondod  his  tiTasuros.  Jamos  Williams,  his  neighbor, 
luul  a  two-horse  market  sloigh,  as  did  Joseph  ratch,  »Fr.,  Captain 
Butler,  Obadiah  Clement,  and  several  others.  There  wero  like- 
wise numerous  pod  teams  owned  in  town,  that  made  annual  pil- 
grimages down  country  with  the  i*cst. 

Freighting  and  travel  to  the  seaboard  so  much  increased,  on 
account  of  the  turnpike,  that  one  or  two  new  lavorns  wore  o|M5nod 
in  town.  Mr.  Nathaniel  (ylough'^  hail  one  near  the  soutli  lino  of 
AVarrcn,  Captain  Hutlcr  and  Jonathan  Clement  each  kept  one  in 
the  valley  of  Itunaway  pond,  and  Col.  Tarletou,  Joseph  Morrill, 
'S(|uire  Jonathan  Merrill,  and  Jvcmucl  Kee7.cr,t  still  continued  tlieir 
hostolrios  and  bought  hay  and  grain  of  all  the  farmers  in  the  coimtry 
round. 

The  old  lurnpiko  road  had  a  lively  history  for  a  quarter  of  a 

•family    UK(?Oltl>  OV  NATIIANIRt.  ANI»  IIKTTY   (KrrZfr)  CMMKUt. 

.loiiiitliiin,  bom  Dec.  2H,  1700,  nt  War-.  Ani««,  lM»ni  Mny  13,  17J»7. 

ion.  Hnlly,  bom  Apr.  28,  I7W. 

NnlliMnlol,  born  Aug.  17,  I71f2.  IJctHpy,  born  Feb.  15,  ISOl. 

WilliMm,  born  Sept.  5,  17f»l.  .rtiHann,  born  Oct.  0,  IHl.'l. 

t  f  <(>niiiel  Kee/.er  bi  bM  oM  nf^e  got  ('np(:iin  Dnniel  Merrill  to  live  witb  hitn  nnd 
l.'iki;  r.'iri!  of  bhu.  Ciiplahi  Danii-I  iinionK  oUicr  tiibif^s  .'ikhmmI  to  rnrninb  Mr.  Kec- 
xer  n  pini  of  ;;;oo<|  nnn  n  tl:iy  tlurbig  liin  nntnrnl  life,  (.'nplahi  Dnniel  wam  nlMo  n 
deacon,  ami  Keer.or  nneil  to  nay  of  liiin,  "  Now  tlien  If.inlel  nhvnyft  linnfrn  np  his 
fleaeonKblp  on  a  ]h'j^  at  lionie,  wlien  be  gocH  ont  buying  cattle,  and  douU  Uiko  It 
down  again  till  Sntiirdny  At  4  v.  M. 
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oentaiy,  and  on  it  has  happened  many  a  fond  adventore.  The 
IFeight-oMaiidcra  woro  in  old  times  a  Jolly,  Jovial^  liiliirions  set  of 
roisterers.  The  Days,  especially,  who  once  lived  there,  were  fond 
lovyen^ot  gocnl  gn^i^y  and  many  a  brciik-neclw  ride  they  took  with 
bottle  and  bag,  a  stone  in  one  end  of  tlie  iMig  to  balance  tlie  bottle,  to  - 
the  hotels  in  the  valley  of  Runaway  pond,  and  on  the  banks  of 
the  Asqnamchumauke,  to  obtain  the  "  good  creature."  Tt  is  told  by 
superstitious  people  that  they  used  to  see  ghosts  on  the  road  going* 
home  o'  nights. 

But  the  wildest  adventure,  a  terrible  ride,  happened  on  tlie 
turnpike  about  tJie  year  18W,  soon  iin4;r  (ho  roa<l  was  first  <>i>encHl. 
A  teamster  of  sliort  and  stout  frame  from  northern  Vermont,  used 
to  drive  four  |K>weii\il  black  horses,  fWiighting  to  the  seaboard. 
In  the  hot  summer  he  would  travel  nights  and  rest  daytimes.  IIo 
left  Tarlcton*s  hotel  by  Tarlcton  lake  one  evening  to  go  over  to  tlio 
Asquamchumanke  valley.  IIo  came  through  the  Tamarack  swamp 
by  the  i)ond,  dinilHid  Uio  higlicKt  Hiinimit  and  went  down  to  tlio 
top  of  the  sharp  pitch  where  commence  the  cascades  of  Ore-hill 
brook.  Here  he  chained  his  wheel,  mounted  his  load  and  started 
down.  IIo  had  not  proceeded  a  hmI  when  the  chain  broke.  Tlio 
horses  could  not  hold  the  heavy  load  and  it  forcc«l  tliem  into  a  run 
down  tlie  hill.  It  was  dark  as  pitch,  he  could  not  see  to  itiin  his 
team,  he  could  not  hold  them,  and  their  h|nhmI  arrelerated  every 
moment.  The  sparks  flew  A-om  the  steel-shod  hoofs,  and  long 
trails  of  light  flashed  back  in  the  darkness  as  the  wheels  rumbled 
over  the  rocks.  As  the  6]x^cd  inci*oafied,  ghosts  seemed  to  shriek 
out  to  him  from  the  murky  air,  and  ho  con  Id  almost  see  their  eyes 
flashing  like  meteoi*s, —  in  fart  \\v  did  sec  slars,  aUli(>n<;li  the  whole 
sky  was  revered  with  tlii«*k  rionds,  for  jnst  at  (ho  I'oot  of  the  hill 
where  the  road  turns  to  the  right  befoi*e  ci-ossing  the  sti-eam,  tlio 
wagon  struck  a  lock,  breaking  nearly  cvfry  timber  in  it.  Tho 
leaders  c1cai*cd  themselves  and  ran,  the  hind  hoi-sos  wore  thrown 
down  and  one  of  them  killed,  while  the  driver  was  thrown  from 
the  load  against  a  stone,  and  one  of  his  legs  was  broken  in  thi-ec 
places. 

lie  shouted  for  help,  but  thci*c  was  no  house  within  a  mile  of 
the  spot,  and  no  one  came  to  his  assistance.  To  stay  thci-e  was  to 
die  in  agony,  and  to  move  did  not  inci*easc  his  pain.  On  his  hands 
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and  kiico  ho  cniwlod  to  liis  team,  cut  tlio  harness  of  the  living 
liorAo  and  •rot  him  np.  Monntinf>;  him  ho  rodo  to  Jonathan  Clem- 
ent's inn,  a  mile  and  a  half  away,  roused  the  family,  and  was 
asRistx^d  into  tho  houso.  AVhen  a  light  was  brought,  his  hair,  dark 
bcfoi-c,  wjis  found  to  bo.  white  jis  snow. 

Tho  horses  that  ran  were  found  standing  (|uietly  under  tho 
Invcni  shed.  Dr.  Uarllett  set  the  teamster's  broken  rnnb,  and 
every  thing  possible  was  done  for  the  unfortumite  man,  but  it  was 
four  months  before  ho  was  able  to  walk  a  step.* 

For  a  whole  generation  the  turnpike  coi*poration  flourished 
and  paid  good  dividends  Uy  the  sl^ekholders.  Then  the  feeling 
became  prevalent  that  a  road  should  be  built  by  which  the  steep 
hills  and  mountjiins  might  be  shunned.  After  a  long  contest  ono 
was  built  and  travel  ceased  over  tlio  Height-oMand.  The  tavcni- 
keepcrs  in  the  valley  of  Runaway  pond  and  on  the  shore  of  Tarle- 
ton  lakef  tlicn  took  down  their  signs,  and  tho  places  once  bustling 
with  the  activity  of  teamsters,  stago-drivers,  and  travelers,  became 
almost  solitudes. 

Still  the  old  turnpike  did  good  scrvj(5e  for  the  dwellers  beside 
it  of  a  second  generation ;  but  to-day,  riding  over  it,  it  scorns 
like  a  monument  of  a  people  past  and  gone.  Especially  did  it 
seem  so  when  iiHhes]>ringor  18(»8,  in  company  with  my  esteemed 
friend,  Mr.  flames  Clement,  we  came  down  from  Cross'  iron 
mine,  through  the  Tamarack  woods  by  Tarleton  lako.  It  was  a 
clondy,  wet  evening  the  last  of  May;  the  lonely  farm  houso  bo- 
side  the  road  was  deserted,  not  a  human  being  was  to  bo  seen, 
but  from  the  swamp  and  dripping  wood  came  the  warbling  melody 
of  the  winter  wren,  the  sweet  song  of  tho  white-throated  spar- 
row, and  trilling  sweeter,  richer,  and  far  moi*e  beautiful  than 
all  the  rest,  the  mellow,  flute-like  notes  of  tho  wood  thrush. 

Header,  riding  over  the  old  turnpike,  remember  that  once  this 
solitude  was  the  busiest  and  most  traveled  thoi*oughfare  in  all  . 
northern  New  Hampshire. 

•  Dr.  .lo«Ho  LiUlc'M  «tntcmcnt. 

t  Tho  ohi  sljrii  of  Coltinel  Wni.  Tnrloton,  that  rronko«l  for  more  than  hnlf  a 
ronlurv  in  tho  whiili*  lh»tl)h«\v  over  Tnrleton  Inko.  \h  utill  (ISiH))inoxiftfccnc«.  When 
taken  tlowii  il  w:im  naih'il  npiin  an  ioHiilo  Mfalih*  (i<»or,  whfMf*  tho  writer  unw  It  in 
IS"i!).  h  waM  niailc  of  ii  Iiroa<l  oaken  lioani  mu\  wnn  lieaiiliriillv  finhitiMl.  Oit  Uio 
titp  ol  llu>  viHilih*  Hide  in  llie  naino  *tf  William  Tarleton,  and  llic  date  1771  nl  the 
lM»ttoni.  IteluMMMi  the  name  and  tho  dat<«  in  an  oxcollent  liknnenR  of  Gen.  WnlllD 
with  drawn  nword  and  Tnll  nnilorm.  Wfdlo  wnn  tho  livni  ni  liini  tlmo,  and  WaMh- 
inKtiMi  anil  IiIh  KvnerniM  woro  hnrtlly  known. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


ABOUT  THE  1812  WAK ;  OF  I>ttAFTINU  AND  YOLUNTEERIKG,  CIXfeSIKG 
Wmi  A  (3UAND  MUSTEK  WHEN  WAUUEN'S  HILLS  UE.\RU  LjOUUKR 
MUSIC  THAN   EVEU  BEFORE. 


In  the  sclectmciisliip  of  Jonathan  Merrill,  Benjamin  Merrill, 
Aiul  JoHOph  Men-ill,  hi<^h  liinctionurirH  of  WiiiTcn,  the  ttecoiid  war 
>vith  drcat  lirituiii  broke  out.  Jt  ori<;iiiute(l  in  a  series  ofaj^jprcs- 
sions  made  u\h}u  our  connuerct;  by  Hritish  naval  connnandem,  Uioy 
claiming  the  iiglit  to  searcli  our  sliips  and  of  impressing  oar  sea- 
mcn.  This  presumption  liaving  been  carried  on  witli  a  liigh  liand, 
a  number  of  our  vessels  liaving  been  lircd  into,  the  United  States 
made  a  declaration  of  war. 

in  New  Hampshire  (xov.  Pluuicr,  by  oi*der  of  the  President 
and  the  Seci-etary  of  Wnv,  commandeil  live  companies  of  soldiers 
from  the  firat  brigade  of  the  New  IIanipt»hire  militia  to  pi-occed  to 
Portsmouth  for  the  defence  of  that  seaport,  and  u|>on  rapresenta- 
tions  of  the  people  in  the  north  part  of  the  State  that  there  was 
danger  of  prcihitory  incursions  of  the  enemy  fmm  Canada,  and 
that  contraband  trade  wjls  rife  on  Mic  frontier,  defrauding  our 
government  of  iU  revenue  and  iiimirihing  tlie  enemy  wilh  sup- 
plies, another  company  was  ordei*ed  to  tlie  north  to  be  stationed  at 
Stewartstown,  N.  II.  l^rig.  (m^ii.  John  Alontgoinery  wiu»  com- 
manded to  furnish  the  company  from  the  sixth  brigade,  and  he 
immediately  ordeivd  each  company  of  the  several  rcgiinentM  com- 
posing it  to  furnish  itrt  res|MM:live  (|iiola. 

l{y  his  order  the  military  company  of  Warren  was  compelled 
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<o  riirniMli  (rii  inoii  Uy  »(»rvo  six  iiionMig.  Tlioy  woit.  <o  bo  dran«d 
♦Inly  271  li,  IS  1 2,  uiitl  (•lu'.li  iii<«inl>or  of  the  coinpaiiy  haviiif^  been 
iiolifh'd,  Mioy  iik^I on  llin  |mrudn  in  Croul  of  Joseph  MerriirM  inn, 
Jbr  Miai  pnrpoKe.* 

It  was  a  day  of  gi-cat  interest  to  all  the  people  of  AVarren. 
There  was  not  much  sleep  in  town  the  night  before,  and  every 
mililary  man  was  up  bright  and  early. 

lUit  they  did  not  find  fair  weather.  Those  who  wero  up  before 
tlH»  snn  Hai<l  th(»y  saw  tli(».  rain  gatherin«r  around  the  IkmwI  of  Moose- 
hilIo(;k,  and  the  red  stars  trembling  between  the  Hying  elouds.  At 
day  bi-eak  it  was  evident  a  gi*eat  rain  was  coming  on.  The  wind 
was  nortli-(!!iRt  and  the  echoing  woods  of  the  valley  even  seemed 
to  foresoe  the  sform.  Soon  it^  spirit  was  heard  roanng  in  the  dark 
foresfj?  of  Mount  Carr;  and  men  at  their  breakfast  saw  the  ragged 
riouds  hurrying  across  the  heavens,  their  edges  tinged  with  light- 
ning ;  saw  the  winds  roll  them  along  the  mountain  sides,  and  hoard 
the  deep  thunder  echoing  over  the  crests.  By  eight  o'clock  it  was 
pouring  in  torrents  and  the  bnive  membei's  of  the  AVarren  military 
company  looked  solenni  as  they  assembled  on  the  parade  amid  the 
rain  that  cann».  down  on  the  iiorth-<!ast  wind.f  War  was  some- 
thing new  for  that  generation,  and  the  men  who  should  go  might 
be  killed  on  the  balllerM>ld,  or  die  f»f  lingering  disease  in  the 
hospital. 

Still,  at  ten  oVlock  the  coni]>any  was  formed  in  line  at  the 
beat  of  drum,  the  command  of  forward  march  was  heard,  and 
they  marched  to  the  lloor  of  the  great  barn  connected  with  the 
jnn.{ 

iien^  I  hey  were  paraded  in  line.  The  r^ipt'iin  made  a  short 
speech,  t(^lling  them  that  volunteers  were  better  than  drafted  men, 


♦  ISOO.— "  VotOfI  thnt  the  selcctnioii  be  n  ronimittee  to  provide  powder  and  bnll 
tm  ttio  luw  directs,  the  enfmiiig  ycnr."— Town  Clork'n  Records,  Vol.  i. 

t  r.iid  Nnlli.  Cloiip:li  mid  otherH  Tor  Inbor,  timber,  nnd  |dnnk,  for  repairing 
lilpliuav**  in  Ibe  Koiks  diptrlrt.  No.  I,  alliT  tlie  p-eat  fresliet,  $2!i.89. 

JiiHcpb  Merrill  :md  wife  went  to  .lanieH  Willinnin'  at  the  Kn^t-parte  Jn«t  aflrr 
the  voInnl.'JTiii;:.  It  rained  two  more  dayn;  all  the  bridfreM  were  enrrled  ftway  nnd 
lie  had  lo  Icavt^  his  wil'r,  horse,  anil  wa^on.  nnd  e.ome  nil  the  way  homo  on  Toot, 
keeping  on  the  north  bank  ol*  the  river. 

t  Stephen  Richardson  wan  a  captain  of  militia  abont  this  time,  lie  wan  an 
exrellent  otlh'i'r,  and  hin  Hon,  Nathaniel  Richardson,  relaten  what  a  flno  appear- 
nnco  he  made  wlien  drcHsed  in  hiH  nidl'onn.  The  Ron  says  his  fhther  was  a  gay 
r«!e]ing  man,  nnd  when  he  stepped  on  training  days  he  was  so  light  egprs  would  not 
break  nnder  his  feet. 
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and  Uiat  It  wonid  be  more  houornhlo  to  the  company  for  the  reqoi- 
site  nomber  to  volunteer.  Then  the  tenor  drum  played  for  yolmi- 
teers,  and  eight  men  immediately  stepped  forward.  Two  otliers 
were  soon  obtained  by  the  ofl'oriiig  of  small  iNmiilicH,  and  iicorge 
Libbcy,  Uichard  AVhitenian,  Nalluuiiol  Libltoy,  Nalluiiiiel  UirJiunl- 
son,  Ephniini  Lund,  Daniel  iMllsbury,  Joseph  rillhlniryy  Jacob 
Whitcher,  Obadiiili  WliiUther.  and  Jtmathan  WcM^ks,  went  llio  icu 
nieu  who  constitute<l  W^arren's  quola.* 

Addison  Patch,  Anson  Merrill  and  several  other  boys,  sat  on 
the  luiy-mow  tluit  thiy,  liHU%iiin«^  h>  IIh)  niusir  of  ihe  cu>miNiiiy  ImiHl 
mingled  with  tliat  of  the  rain  rattling  on  the  long  shingles  of  ilie 
roof,  and  witnessed  the  volunteering. 

Captain  Ephraim  11.  Mahnrin  of  Stratford,  N.  H.,  commanded 
the  company,  John  Page,  Jr.,  was  TJeutciiant.  Perkins  Fellows 
was  ensign,  and  George  Libbey  of  AVurren  was  one  of  tlic  aor- 
geants,  while  llicliard  AVhlteman  who  lived  and  died  at  Warren 
summit,  was  first  corporal.  The  whole  company  was  raised  ftom 
the  old  13th  regiment,  which  at  the  time  of  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  was  commanded  by  Lieut.  Col.  John  Montgomer}-,  John 
Kimball  of  .Haverhill,  Major  of  the  first  battalion,  and  Daniel 
Patch  of  Warren,  Major  of  the  second  battalion. 

The  company  immediately  proceeded  to  its  I'endezvons  by 
Indian  stix^am,  in  Stewartstown.  lUit  as  goo4l  fortune  would  liavc 
it,  they  saw  no  bloody  light,  and  iiHiirviul  no  lii^^li  lionoi's  on  llio 
battle-iicld.  Yet  they  had  lively  linicH  building  block-houses  uud 
chasing  after  smugglers,  whom  they  never  caught.  Part  of  tlio 
company  under  Lieut,  tloliii  Page,  who  wils  allerwanU  governor 
of  New  Ilampshii'e,  went  down  through  Dixville  notch  to  Ei-rol 
dam,  ostensibly  to  ])roLect  the  HettUM*s  of  that  UNtjdity  froni  llie 
Indians,  of  whom  old  Motalic  was  diict'  and  the  whole  trilM*,  but 
in  fact  to  prevent  a  few  enterprising  Elaine  men  from  driving  cat- 
tle up  the  Megalloway  river  to  Canada,  and  lliei*e  selling  them  to 
the  British  forces. 

The  party  had  exciting  tinios  pcrfonning  their  duties,  and  llic 


*  John  AbhoU  went  for  Haverhill  ah  a  druniincr,  and  Perkins  Fellows, 
calling  himself  from  IMennouC,  went  with  WaiTcn'r»  volunteers,  rerkius  Fellows 
married  a  daughu-r  of  Jonathan  Clemcnl,  inn-keeper. 

**  I/Ct  Richard  Whiteman  have  when  he  went  as  a  soldier,  $5.00.'' — See  Select- 
men's Uecords,  Vol.  I, 
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bnivc  cominniMlcr,  Lioiit.  John  Pa^o.,  ^^ot  so  tcmfically  lame,  Sept. 
^2f  ]H12y  diiiAiii^  Miiiiio  <u)w-l)oys  Miroiip^li  Mio  woodR,  UinMio  did 
not  ^ot  well  during  ilie  rcmuindcr  of  his  term  of  enlistment.  But 
Sorgeunt  George  Libbcy  snid  he  liad  Uie  best  time  catching  the 
groat  five  jmuiid  ti-out  on  tlie  falls  of  the  Androscoggin  river,  and 
shooting  wild  fowl  that  congregated  in  great  numbei*s  on  the  clear 
waters  of  Unibiigog  lake.  Jan.  27,  1813,  the  time  of  tlioir  enlist- 
ment was  wp  and  AVarren's  men,  if  they  did  enlist  on  a  tombly 
rainy  day,  all  ranie  home  safe  and  s<Mind,  well  pleiUMtd  with  their 
exploits  on  the  noHliern  frontier. 

Warren  had  Honu^  anihitiouM  men.  Tristram  IMllshury  went 
into  (he  wn»U*rn  army,  •lohn  Abbott  went  away,  joined  some  regi- 
ment and  died  while  in  tlie  service.*  Major  Daniel  Patch  was  u 
private  and  fonght  at  the  battle  of  Bridgewater,  where  he  was 
wonn<1e<l.  Hut  David  Patch  gained  more  distinction  as  a  soldier 
than  any  other  native  of  "VVarrcu.  He  enlisted  in  some  other  State, 
got  a  commission,  fought  in  several  battles,  got  promoted  for 
bravery,  and  commanded  a  regiment  as  a  colonel,  at  the  battle  of 
Sackett's  harbor.f  ]lci*e  he  was  taken  prisoner,  carried  to  Halifax, 
and  waR  so  badly  treated  that  he  was  attacked  by  consumption. 
When  peace  was  declared,  ho  c^ime  home,  and  shortly  after  died. 
To-ilay,  he  is  lying  in  an  unmarked  and  almost  forgotten  grave  iu 
the  vilhigc  burying  ground. 

In  1814,  numerous  British  men-of-war  appeared  off  the  coast 
of  New  IIam])8liire,  and  so  great  was  tlie  panic  they  created,  that 
(iovernor  CSilinan  ordered  the  entiix?  body  of  the  New  Ilampshiro 
militia,  infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  "to  hold  themselves  in 
r^ndinrsM  (o  ninrrh  at  a  monimrs  warning.**}  Many  cfmipanies 
were  immediately  ordered  to  Portsmouth,  and  a  draft  was  onco 
more  to  be  had  in  AVnrrcn.  l<\)ur  men  was  the  rpiotn  of  our  little 
handet  this  time,  and  the  mighty  nders  who  were  elected  this  year 
in  our  little  democracy,  Jonathan  Merrill,  Abel  Menill,  and  Joseph 
Patch,  Jr.,  were  ordered  to  see  that  the  men  wei'e  forthcoming. 

Again  (he  company  which  Ixire  such  eu))honious  names  as  tJio 
^lam-bang  com))any,  the  string-bean  company,  and  the  old  flood- 

*  .lolin  Abbott  died  of  scnrlet  fovcr,  April  13,  1813,  nt  Concord,  N.  H. 

t  Dnvid  Pntnli  was  wounded  nt  tlin  bnttlo  of  Snckett's '  harbor.    It  Is  donbtHil 
about  liiH  ever  having  held  a  commission  as  colonel. 

t  AiUatant  General's  Report,  1808,  part  9d,  p.  180. 
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wood  company,  was  warned  to  apixmr  on  tlio  parade  in  fkt>iit  of 
Joseph  MorriU's  inn.  It  was  a  bright  day  tliis  time,  Sept.  27, 1814, 
when  they  assembled,  and  the  men  were  drnwn  up  before  the 
tavern  door.  Once  more  there  was  a  Iianingue  for  voluuti^crs, 
on(H3  nioro  Iho  drum  rolled  out  a  ]mtrioli(t  stniiu,  and  wlicii  it 
ceased,  four  men,  Moses  Kllswortli,  Stephen  Whiteman/  Cotton 
Batchelder,  and  another,t  all  '*  little  runts  of  n)cn,"  a  little  ovor 
four  feet  tall,  stood  valiantly  forth,  each  anxious  to  be  one  of  his 
country's  defenders. 

'Squire  Jonathan  and  his  companions  in  office  were  indig^mnt. 
''  To  send  such  8o]diei*8  will  be  a  disgrace  to  Ihe  town,"  said  tliey ; 
''  They  shall  not  go,  the  draft  shall  proceed."  Accordingly  the 
uimdo  of  each  man  on  a  slip  of  paper  was  placed  in  a  hat,  and  when 
well  shaken  up,  Joseph  Patch,  Jr.,  di*ew  forth  four  of  tbcin. 
Stephen  Whiteman  was  in  luck.  He,  with  John  <>op]>,  William 
Merrill,  and  Obadiah  AYliitcher,  were  drnfled  to  go.  But  Willimn 
Merrill,  son  of  Joseph  Mcrnll,  inn  kee|ier,  would  not  be  a  soldior, 
and  Daniel  Pillsbury  went  as  hiH  substihito. 

l*erkins  l^'ellows,  who  lived  over  (he  llcight-o'-land,  was  also 
on  hand  again  and  went  with  the  quola  of  Warren.  They  helped  . 
to  make  up  a  company  which  was  commanded  by  Captain  John 
D.  Harty,  of  Dover.  Perkins  Fellows  was  i\vBt  Lieutenant,  and 
by  Ills  inlhicnee  Daniel  Pillsbury  was  lirHt  coi-poml,  and  Obadiah 
Whitchcr  third  corporal,  ^riieso  nuMi  had  gay  times  down  at 
Poitsmouth,  by  the  side  of  the  **  deep  blue  sea,"  wheix;  they  went 
fishing,  catching  sheep's  heads  and  cuttle-tisli,  and  the  only  Imxar- 
dous  service  they  saw  was  when  some  shiney  nights  tliey  made 
raids  upon  pig-styes  and  hen  roosts.  Jolm  Copp  and  Stoplicn 
Whiteman  were  gi*eat  on  a  raid.  At  the  end  of  sixty  days  they 
wei*e  all  discharged  and  came  safe  home. 

AVlien  peace  had  been  declared,  and  the  war  was  over,  there 


•VAMILV   UKO(»Ul>  OF  Wll.l.lAM   ANI»   MKlllTAItl.K  (il/<rrri7/)  WlllTKMAN. 

8lcM>hoii,  bom  AiiK-  H,  ITHl.  Ik'lHoy,  Immii  May  '21,  M\H. 

Uic.lmrd,  lioni  June 21,  178ii.  llaiiiiali,  honi  June  17,  17iU. 

.Ia;vI,  Imh-u  A|»r.  8,  I7HS». 

Mi-H.  Wliitcnian  dieii  Alairh  2!),  17*.iH.    She  wan  it  «lauKl)ter  of  Fanner  Jo«liiia. 
William  Whileniau  was  a  J>ul('hniau. 

t  John  Copp  was  the  lourlh  little  man  wlio  volunteered.— Stephen  Whitcman'H 
statement. 

Blr.  Whitcman  said  John  (?opp  was  not  so  tiill  as  he  was.  Jesse  Kastmnu  vrlHi 
Hveil  a  long  time  in  the  Easl-parte  regions,  went  IVoni  Coventry  and  caiTkM  IU4 
own  gun. 
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\vii8  ^I'cnt  joy  ill  all  the  laud,  biitiho  iiiilitAiy  spirit  did  iioidio  out. 
Littio  tniiuiuj^  day  in  May,  and  muRtcr  day  woix$  moix$  anxiouflly 
expected  thau  cvor,  aud  gi*cat  was  tho  etitbusiasui  on  such  occa- 
ftious. 

The  <»ld  IMth  n';ri»»*»i^»  cwinposod  of  the  conipniiieRof  Warrcu, 
UciH4>iiy  llav(M'hill,  rieruiout,  aud  Orford,  was  now  in  all  its  glory. 
Mosen  II.  Clcuieut,  of  AVarrcu,  wjw  Colonel,  James  Itogcifi,  Lieut. 
(yoh>uel,  and  JauieR  It.  Pa^e,  Major.  Col.  Clement  had  been  a 
capUiin  of  infantry,  a  captain  of  cavalry  or  troop,  as  it  was  gener- 
ally cidlcd,  and  now  he  had  got  to  be  a  colonel  of  a  whole  regiment. 
What  a  high  honor,  (bought  he,  aud  Warren  shall  shai*e  it.  So 
when  the  annual  uiust4)r-day  came,  all  the  trooi)8  were  commanded 
Uy  meet  on  (Jie  *^  parade,"  in  front  of  Joseph  MerrilPs  inn,  in  our 
little  democracy. 

Who  of  those  who  lived  in  the  last  generation,  does  not 
remember  what  a  time  tlicy  had  going  to  muster.  It  was  the  great 
day  of  the  year.  F>ery  body  was  up  by  one  o'clock  a.  m.,  on  that 
morning.  All  (he  country  round  was  alive;  men,  women,  and 
children,  hurrying  away  by  thousands  over  the  hills  and  thi'ough 
(he  valleys  in  (he  morning  dawn,  to  nmster.  What  shouting, 
what  limning  of  horses,  what  a  caravan  of  peddlers,  traveling 
through  the  country,  going  through  a  whole  brigade  of  mustci*8. 

lOvery  one  must  be  on  the  ground  at  sunrise  at  the  beating  of 
the  reveille?,  when  the  companies  would  be  formed.  All  aix)und 
the  parade,  booths,  victualing  tents,  and  showmen's  tents  had 
sprung  up  in  the  night  like  Jonalfs  gourd.  These  would  ]*cap  a 
harvest  on  that  eventful  day.  1'he  whole  field  north  of  tlie  parade 
was  tin-own  open  (or  the  must<;r,  and  the  line  was  always  formed 
where  (he  milrond  embankment  is  now.  What  rivalry  was  there 
(o  be  (he  color  company,  to  be  (he  escort  company.  How  gay  was 
the  troop,  and  what  splendid  uniforms  some  of  the  infantry  com- 
panies lind. 

The  whole  regiment  with  coloi*8  Hying  marched  that  day  with 
its  dashing  colonel  at  i(s  head,  along  (he  broad  turnjiike  i*oad. 
Two  do'/(Mi  drums  were  beating  all  nt  cuice,  a  dozen  iifes  weits 
shrilly  playing,  (he  brass  band  joined  its  inspiri(ing  strains  and  tho 
(wo  cannon  of  the  ar(illery  coni]mny  on  (he  (ield,  helped  make  mu- 
sic for  (he  regimental  march.    11ie  forests  awoke  lii  echoes,  all  the 
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hills  gaye  back  the  sonnd,  and  the  wooded  monntaiii  crests  taJdni^ 
np  the  melody  of  war,  bore  it  Ikr  across  the  borders  to  the  dwelP 
ers  beyond  Glen  ponds  in  tlio  ancient  laiicLi  of  Trciv^tliitrk  aimI  of 
old  Peeling,  along  the  banks  of  the  Pemigewassett.  Those  kind 
neighbors  of  onrs  oyer  tlic  roonntaiiis,  who  come  to  Warren  abooft 
as  often  as  the  Chinese,  ncyer  forgot  the  music  of  the  regimental 
mosler,  and  cyen  now  on  winter  oyenings,  tell  tlieir  graudchildroii 
of  it. 

Col.  Obadiali  Clement,  father  of  Col.  lioscs,  looked  on  with 
ambitions  eyes,  and  a  fatherly  pride,  and  said  it  reminded  him  of 
the  time  when  they  had  the  first  little  training  on  Blue  ridge,  by 
the  bank  of  the  Mikaseota,  now  called  Black  brook.  Besides  many 
of  the  soldiers  of  the  Rcvolntion  were  also  tlicrc;  Col.  Stoue^  mn 
old  pensioner  who  had  married  the  widow  of  Joshna  Copp,  and 
was  engaged  making  a  perpetual  motion,  Samncl  Kuiglit,  Jacob 
Low,  and  Asa  Low,  and  many  others,  togctlicr  with  tlic  soldiers 
of  the  1812  war,  all  said  it  was  the  finest  mnstcr  they  ever  saw.* 
Especially  were  they  pleased  when  at  tlie  review  and  inspection 
the  General  of  the  Brigade  came  npon  the  field,  and  every  soldier 
stood  up  straiglit  and  did  liis  prettiest. 

Ill  the  aflomooii  tlicy  luul  a  sliaiu  light,  and  tlic  side  that  Iwd 
the  artillery  company  won  the  victory,  and  tlicn  even  MoosehlW 
lock's  bald  head  echoed  back  ttic  fray.  Tliere  were  also  several 
smaller  fights  where  there  was  not  much  noise,  but  a  few  broken 
heads  and  black  eyes,  all  induced  by  good  whisky ;  but  we  won't 
say  mudi  about  tlicsc  as  the  actors  did  not  want  any  record  made 
of  their  glorious  achievements. 

Thus  passed  the  day.  The  children  and  spectators  eat  ginger- 
bread, nuts,  candy,  honey,  and  drank  new  cider  and  something' 
stronger,  bought  wares  of  the  peddlers,  watched  the  march, 
reviews,  and  drills,  and  looked  ut  the  shows. 

At  night  they  went  home,  and  all  the  i)ed(llers  who  had  sold 
at  auction,  and  liallooed  and  yelled  till  their  throats  were  sore,  all 


*  Jacob  Low  would  twit  hU  brother  Asa  Low  of  etcaling  hin  money,  and 
when  he  would  ask  Tor  it  to  buy  tobacco,  the  latter  would  say,  **  Chaw  tow,  Jake, 
chaw  tow."  Jacob  would  then  piously  call  Asa  a  d— d  tniitor,  and  said  he  nnbuaio 
nesa  to  draw  a  pension,  if  he  did  go  to  the  war.    Asa  had  )ir«>)»crty  and  could  uoC 

Eet  his  pension  for  many  years.  Jacob  Low  was  at  the  battle  of  Hunker  hill,  and 
elpo4]  Are  a  cannon  thirteen  times  at  tlic  British,  and  tlicn  run  witii  tlio  rent,  lie 
said  he,  himscir  alone,  iiiovimI  the  cannon  l>ack  and  r«>rth  l>cliind  the  brcairt  work 
with  a  **  luuidspiko'*  as  ho  called  it.    He  was  once  a  lucnibor  of  Ueu.  Lee's  bo«ljr* 
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Hio  Rliow-mon  and  vichmllors,  Imd  pnllod  ii]»  RinkoR  and  were  off 
to  tlio  nmstcr  tliat  would  be  held  Ronicwhci*o  down  the  river  next 
dnv. 

Tlio  Roldtci'R  ioOf  nil  liun'ied  away  nR  rood  or  they  got.  tlieir 
silver  half  dollar^  and  the  drums  and  the  fifes,  and  the  bugle  of  the 
trnop  was  heard  no  more  for  several  yeara  in  Wan*en.* 

One  man  w:iR  certainly  happy  on  the  ni^ht  of  Hie  nniRter, — 
•loRcpli  Morrill,  inn-kcoper,  for  he  hiul  made  (200  clear  profit  that 
day,  a  larj^^e  snni  for  thoRo  timoR. 

Many  mnstcrR  have  been  hehl  since  in  Warren,  but  none  better 
or  more  successful  than  the  one  when  Moses  II.  Clement  was 
Colonel. 


f^tmrd.  In  Warron  ho  lived  with  Amitn  Little  scvorni  yonrs,  bnt  died  At  Jo.  Boyn> 
lon*H,  JtiRt  nbovn  llin  CuU\  brook  on  the  old  tnrnniko.  («en.  Joneph  Low  of  Con- 
cord, once  AiihitHut  ttcnoriil  of  N.  II.,  wna  n  ne|iliew  of  Jacob  Low. 

Jacob  8Aid  Aua  deserted  once,  then  got  ashamed  or  himself  and  came  skulking 
back. 

*  Paid  Abel  Merrill  for  what  he  expended  for  the  soldiers  on  regimental  mns- 
tcr  day,  with  adding  twcnty-flve  cents  for  each  soldier  belonging  to  the  caToli^ 
and  artdlery  companies,  $13.10. — Selectmen's  Records,  Vol.  i. 


CHAPTER  Y. 


HOW  TIIK  KIltST  (X)VKRKI>  .STAIIK  ACHX>III».\N1KI>  IIY  SWKKT  NimiC? 
KAN  TIlUOlMill  WAKItKN,  WITH  AN  AITOOUNT  OK  TIIK  KlltST  IHfeST^ 
OFFICIfi,   AN1>   WHO  DKLIYKRKD  THE   LRTTKItS. 


GrREAT  eras  happen  in  tlie  histories  of  all  nations.  They 
may  not  be  Ailly  roalizcd,  tlicy  may  bo  hardly  pcrcoivod  at  iho 
time,  but  the  consequences  ait)  felt  mu\  apprcchifi^Hl  through  Uio 
whole  life  of  the  State. 

Our  little  democracy  had  experienced  impoiiaut  events,  and 
its  discovery  by  white  men,  its  name,  its  settlement,  its  first  tovrn 
meeting  when  I  he  people  assembled  to  choose  rnlci-s,  niise  reve- 
nue, and  make  pro|>er  enactment,  wtM-c  all  turning  |Miiiits  in  our 
hamlet's  existence.  Now  was  to  come  another.  AVIiat  was  it? 
says  ogr  expectant  reader.     Ue  patient  and  we  will  n^late  it. 

The  first  ]>ost-rider  up  the  AK(|uanif'liuniiiuke,  through  Warren, 
as  we  have  told,  was  .lohii  IlaKli  of  rcvohilioiinry  tiint^s.  SevcrnI 
othei*s  followed  liini  in  nipid  sncci'ssion,  whose*  nanirs  and  memo- 
rioH  ail)  now  IbrgolltMi.  TUvu  at  tlio.  iMininuinctMntMit  (M'tlu:  piv-striil 
C4;ntury,  (-ol.  Silas  May  nimcil  tin*,  mail  through  town, —  on  hoi*s(v 
back  with  his  go<Hl  horn  slung  at  his  side,  a  worthy  successor  to 
Johnny  Balch,  he  **  dashed  through  the  wood"*." 

When  the  turnpike  was  built  he  drove  a  small  Dutch  wagon, 
like  that  Obadiali  rioinc.nt  tirst  brought  to  town,  and  then  ho  blew 
his  horn  louder  and  more  than  over.  Jle  also  commenced  a  new 
business  in  addition  tx>  carrying  the  mail.  For  a  ninopence  he 
would  do  small  errands  as  fur  away  as  rortsinouth,  and  would 


^^a^a^^/i-'^    ^■^^!>^^'<^'' 
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mny  small  bimdlo8  aud  distribute  thom  all  through  tlio  country, 
where  he  went.  For  the  agi-oeublo  part  of  thcRo  small  jobs,  the 
pay,  hv  Mow  his  r.lrar,  riiif^iii^  horn  as  lie  pass<»d  every  dwelling. 
T\vi('.e  a  week  the  iiihahitiintH  saw  him  dinibiHg  up  the  turnpike, 
twire  a  we<jk  they  saw  him  diHap]>earin^  down  the  valley  of  the 
Asquamchumauke. 

Once  he  got  snowed  in  at  Wairen,  and  was  obliged  to  stop  at 
Joseph  Merriirs  inn  over  the  Sabbath.  Ixxt  us  stop  therewith  liim. 
Twas  a  neat  bar-room,  Joseph  MerrilTs.    The  floor  was  white, 
(he  old  clock  ticked  in  the  cx)rncr,and  the  very  attractive  bar  stood 
in  the  north  end,  its  \n\\tr  row  of  decanh;rs  on   the  shelf  behiii<l, 
clean  tumblers  and  mugs,  nice  toddy-sticks,  aud  bright  drainer. 
But  the  crowning  glory  of  that  bar-room  is  not  the  white  floor, 
not  the  neat  bar  with  its  attractive  contents,  nor  yet  the  clock  tick- 
ing so  nnisically  in  the  corner;  but  it  is  the  old-fashioned  flixj- 
place  with  its  blazing  embei*s,  huge  back-log,  and  iron  flre-clogs, 
that  shed  glory  over  the  whole  room,  gilds  the  plain  and  homely 
furniture  with  its  light  and  renders  the  place  a  true  typo  of  New 
England  in  '^  ye  olden  times/'    tloseph  Merrill's  boys,  and  he  had 
many  of  them,  roasted  apples,  which  swung  round  and  round 
upon  strings  before  the  bright  Are  of  that  Satui*day  evening.    Po- 
tjitoos  so  rich  and  mealy,  bin'ied  deep,  were  dmwn  from  the  ashes 
on  Hk^  hcarlh  for  the  colonel's  supper,  an<l  Sunday  all^^rnoon  the 
wife  of  our  host  turned  the  s])it  befon*.  the  golden  hue  of  the  bla//- 
ing  endHM'Sy  on  which  the  tnrk(*y  roasled,  lilling  the  iiNnn  witli 
delicious  odors  so  suggestive  of  a  dainty  repast.    Otlier  fanners 
all  over  town  had  a  kitchen  fire  just  as  beautiful. 

Th(*re  was  no  meeting-house  in  town  then,  no  meeting  that 
snowy  Sunday.  Kor  a  long  hour  Col.  May  sat  gazing  in  silence 
int-o  the  tire,  and  conjuring  up  all  sort.s  of  grotescpie,  fanciful  imiv- 
ges  from  among  the  burning  coals.  No  fabled  g<;nii,  with  magic 
lamp  of  enchantment  could  build  such  gorgeous  palaces  or  create 
such  gems  ns  one  could  discover  amid  the  blazing  embers  of  the 
old  fashioned  tire-i)lace.  How  pure  was  the  air  of  that  bar-room! 
TUv  huge  tin*-]>la(*e  with  lis  brisk  drnught,  carried  ofV  all  the  im- 
purities of  the  atmosphere  and  left  it  lile-giviug  and  healthful,  not 
such  as  we  breathe  now  as  we  huddle  ai*onnd  tlie  air-tight  stoves. 
When  tlie  colonel  got  tired  of  tliis,  he  got  up,  walked  aboat. 
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then  wont  to  the  llttlo  crypt  liko  liolo  In  tlie  wall,  jn'st  to  tho  right 
of  the  blazing  heartli,  where  lie  found  some  half-dozen  books, — 
the  Bible,  Baxter's  Saint's  Everlasting  Best,  Pilgriin*s  Progress, 
Bobinson  Cnisoo,  and  Gnllivor's  Travels^  well  read  lNM>ks  of  tlio 
last  oentnry ;  bat  how  entertaining  on  a  snowy  day.  These  served 
to  while  away  the  long  horn's,  and  make  his  stay  pleasant. 

It  was  hard  climbing  the  IIeight<»'-]and  Monday,  and  Col.  May 
got  through  to  ILiverhilly  only  after  great  ox-teams  had  first  broke 
the  road. 

But  carrying  the  mail  in  a  one-horse  Dntt'Ji  wagon  was  not 
what  the  people  in  tliis  northern  country  wanted.  They  luul  heard 
of  something  better,  and  they  longed  for  the  rumbling  old  thor- 
onghbraccd  coach,  such  as  Merrie  Kngland  hml  imisscksihI  fur  a 
hundre<l  years,  such  as  were  lNH*x>iniiig  the  fiudiion  down  country. 
In  all  (he  (4>wns  fiinn  (^mconl  to  lluvcrhill,  flic  nuiltitr  was  lalkt^l 
aiNMit,  lUid  in  (ho  spring  <>(*  IKI  I,  l^»lNn*t  Mtirxe,  of  ICiinihoy,  IihI  tilF 
in  the  enteiinise.  In  each  town  a  subscription  imiier  was  circu- 
lated, and  a  oonsidenible  sum  having  been  iniised,  a  coach  and 
horses  for  the  route  were  bought.* 

A  change  of  horses  were  stationed  at  Franklin  lower  yillage, 
another  at  Newfound  lake,  and  another  at  Morse's  village,  in 
Bomncy.f  AVlien  all  was  arranged  the  coach,  four  horses  attachctl, 

*  FirBi  stage. — One  was  pat  on  in  ISll,  but  it  onlv  run  a  shoii  time,  and  ttkva 
**biist  up."  I^muel  Keezer,  Benjamin  Merrill,  Abel  Merrill,  Amos  Little  and 
Colonel  WilHuui  Turlctou,  t4»ok  Htoi'-k  in  tliiH  llrnt  uutcrpritfe.  I'liilip  Smart  druvo 
the  ftta(^.  (*uiub  Merrillgot  in  debt  to  the  line,  $1.^,  lor  carrying  bundles  IVou 
Warren  to  Plymouth.  This  st;i(;c  was  "to  run  Ironi  Haverhill  to  Concord  Ha 
riy mouth  Court  House." 

t  Lemuel  Keexcr  tmco  kept  the  staf^e  hnrseH  at  his  tavern.  To  KAve  work,  lie 
had  some  wooden  harrows  made  and  woulil  put  them  uudt^r  the  hon«es  at  niKliI, 
teeth  up,  so  that  they  couhl  not  lie  down  and  K^'t  ilirty.  This  saved  a  greiit  «ibal  of 
work;  and  withal  waM  very  kind  t«>  the  horscH— ho  KiHsxer  lidd  his  hostler. 

Keezer  once  hail  the  toothache — very  paiuful.  It  uuule  him  "  holler."  Ho  wont 
to  old  Hoetor  Thos.  Whinnlo  to  have  it  |)uile«l.  I>r.  Whipple  commeucod  tti  cut 
round  it.  With  the  terrible  achiuK  and  the  pain  of  cutting,  Keezer  could  not  ro- 
Btralu  himself,  and  he  shut  his  teeth  down  on  the  doctor's  linrers  till  the  bloo«l  run. 
Tho  doctor  with  a  struKgle  K<>t  n*ee,  an«l  tlien  aojdied  his  ohl  Tashioneil  cant-limik 
tooth-puller.  With  a  turn  of*  the  wrint  he  lu'ld  l\ec/A*r's  licjtd  Tor  a  ndnut4i  so  tiKhl 
he  could  not  move,  looked  him  stpiare  in  the  liux  and  exclaimeil,  "  Now  Keezor 
bite  I  d— m  ye,  bite  I" 

Keezer  used  to  compliment  Captain  Daniel  Merrill  with  whom  he  livi^l, — said 
the  caiptiiin  was  \h>v\\  in  the  allenuMiu,  that  he  ucv«t  ptl  round  with  his  wtirk  till 
allenioon:  that  he  never  K»t  to  meelint;  till  alU'.rnoou,  and  that  he  wouldn't  k**  tu 
heaven  till  aflenu»on.  He  also  said  Captjtin  1>.  was  the  Ix'.st  Tamier  in  town.  Tor  iu 
the  fall  he  always  lell  the  plow  in  the  furrow,  reuily  to  hitch  right  on  to  in  the 
spring. 

Captain  Daidel  usoil  to  iilaffuo  Keezer  about  going  to  see  the  widow  l*ui1ney  a« 
ho  calle4l  her.  Keezer  diiln't  lilce  it,  and  said  he  would  come  it  on  the  capL'Un.  80 
onodav  ho  came  running  into  the  house  all  out  of  brwUh,  mid  tidd  him  timt  hie 
sou  John,  who  was  up  in  tho  woods  alter  a  load,  was  tight  between  two 
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left  Concord  for  Haverhill,    llobcrt  Morse,  the  father  of  this  entoi^ 
prise  wnn  on  hoard,  and  n1»o  some  of  his  friends,  as  invited  guests. 

n.  was  a  roinantie  ride  for  those  passengers  who  11  ret  "  dead- 
head<MV  it  fre<',  through  this  upper  c.onnlry.  The  intei*vals  in 
Salishnrv,  now  Kranklin,  wIhm'o  Daniel  Wrhstnr  spent  his  early 
years,  were  delighltnl.  Tlie  IVMnigewassett  roare<l  Mn'oiigh  tluj 
deep  ravines  of  Hri»l4>l,  Newfound  lalve  shone  bright  as  when 
Samuel  Scril)ner  and  tlolni  Uarlver,  Ininting  benide  it,  were  e>arried 
away  by  the  Indians,  and  the  Asquamchnmauke  wound  calm  and 
clear,  kissing  the  pebbles  on  its  shore,  around  the  foot  of  llattlc- 
snake  mountain,  as  when  Cai)tain  Tolford*s  men  or  Captain  Pow- 
ers' nien  killed  moose  on  its  banks. 

Hut  where  the  mountains,  (heir  lofly  peaks  lost  in  the  clouds, 
sloped  down  to  the  very  river,  which  had  now  become  a  wild  and 
foamy  stream,  where  the  grecni  .woods  covere<l  all  the  hills,  and 
the  clearings  in  the  valley  grew  rai-e,  there  the  beauties  of  the  rido 
W'vvc  fully  a])pi*eeiated. 

(Jol.  Silas  May  was  a  great  lioi*se  man.  Ills  coach  rattled  over 
the  bndge  on  the  southern  border  of  AVar re n,  and  when  he  crossed 
llurriauie  brook  aiul  hurried  over  I'atch  brook,  he  camo  by 
Joseph  Patcirs,  reining  his  mettlesome  Utnm  with  one  hand,  while 
with  the  other  he  held  the  bugle  on  which  he  played  strains  so  wild 
and  exhileniting  that  all  the  echo  gods  in  the  ravines  of  the  hills 
and  mountains,  woke  up  and  answered  back  the  music.  Nearly 
the;  whoh^  of  the  inhabitants  in  town  turned  out  to  see  the  strange 
sight  of  a  covered  ex)ach,  for  it  was  something  new;  ])erhaps  they 
would  have  turned  out  any  way,  for  all  loved  the  beautiAtl  airs 
played  by  Silas  !May.  All  the  way  u\}  over  the  Asquamchumauko 
again,  past  where  the  depot  is  now,  it  was  a  fine  young  apple- 
orchard  then,  he  i)layed  martial  airs;  Na])oleoii  over  the  Alps,  and 
Wiishiiigton's  March,  till  he  reined  in  his  horses  before  Joseph 
MerrilTs  inn.  The  Iatt4»r  was  gi*eatly  pleased  to  see  the  stage;  ho 
had  worked  hard  for  the  enterprise. 

Again  on  the  way,  they  passed  the  Blue  ridge,  crossed  the 


h:niu*i  wiMi  ti  bolllo  or  fiiiii,  JiiiiiimmI  oii  tn  bin  liorMcbnrc  bnrk,  nml  run  bim  nU  the 
way  up  tbtMo;  roiinil  .lobii  nil  riKbl,  niitl  wcnl  bnrk  iiinil  ciioiigb,  niul  nskcMl  Kco- 
K(M-  u biit  bo  iiic:iiil  lybi;;  ko.  Kr«'7.cr  Hiiiil  bo.  dirln't  lie;  winkod  h\n  ovo  niid  nuked 
l).'iiii(*l  wbirrc  John  lumUl  be  bi  Lbr  wihmIh.  ir  bo  wii8ii*t  between  twotreotf.  As  Uio 
CAptnin  wont  out  Kcexer  meekly  naid,  '*  iiow  tlo  pou  do^  Mr:  Pwkmif.^ 

z 
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Mikasoota,  or  Black  brook,  and  climbing  tlio  ITci<;lit-oMancl  bj 
fl:i8liiiijjr  Oi*o  hill  kIixmuu,  our  driver  cnlivciictl  llio  bnuitl  uufl  beau- 
Ufdl  turnpiko  road  witli  Lady  AVasliington's  reel,  Moucy-iiiiisk, 
and  Bliio  BonncU  over  tlio  1k>rdcr.  The  Sninnut  |iiiKHcd,  llioy  fuiir 
a  light  winged  wind  Idowing  nci*osH  TuricUni  lake,  and  licainl  llio 
roar  of  the  bniok  at  (bo  outlet.  When  within  half  a  mile  of  Hav- 
erhill, by  84>ine  iuM*adent  a  linch-|)in  wan  lost  from  the  end  t»r  oiio 
of  (bo  wo<Mlen  axl'iH;  but  as  (he  wheel  did  not  come  oil',  owiii^  U» 
May's  skill  in  driving,  they  succeeded  in  reaching  llaverbill  Comer 
witliout  replacing  it. 

Another  s(ago  route  had  been  eslablisbed  fh)ni  C/Oiioonl  to 
Haverhill,  via  Ijcbauoii,  this  Kiiine  8eais4)n ;  but  the  mute  (Jinnigli 
Warren  was  so  much  shorter  that  Col.. May  could  easily  reach 
ITaverbill  Corner  (hree  horn's  eiirlicr  than  (he  other  s(age. 

Numerous  drivera  liave  since  been  employed  on  this  roato,  all 
genial  good  fellows  whom  the  whole  connnunity  liked.  The  immos 
most  familiar  and  not  yet  foi-go((en  by  the  old  men  of  WaiTcn  are, 
Caleb  Smart,  Archibald  McMurphy,  (acoi-ge  S.  rulnani,  Pctor 
Dudley,  Sanborn  Jones,  Thomas  T*.  Clifl'ord,  JaUv.  Ibinduun, 
lOlea/er  Sniidi,  AVilliam  Wright,  IN^alMtdy  JSIoi-m*.,  tlohn  Sanlmni, 
tlames  T^uigdon,  Samuel  Walker,  Wni.  Wiu<h.  SimiiKon,  Sittli 
(ireenlcaf,  and  If.  It.  Marden.  'J'wiee  a  we(*k  each  way  (be  sdigu 
run  at  ilrst,  (hen  llirco  (iines  up  and  (hree  (lines  down,  inid  llnally 
up  and  down  (;very  day,  ami  stMiielinies  (wo  or  (hree  slagc^s  Ih>(Ii 
ways  a  day,  when  (hc^re  was  a  nisli  of  (ravel. 

Willi  llie.  Mh*>;v,  a  love  of  news  increased,  and  (he  |KH>plc 
•desired  a  ])ost-o(liec  and  a  poB(-iiias(or  of  (heir  own.  For  a  loii^^ 
time  they  had  to  send  (o  Plymouth  to  mail  a  lct(er;  then  the  peo- 
ple of  Wentwordi  had  a  post-oflfieo,  and  our  fadici-swent  (lici-c  for 
their  mail  nia((cr.  Unt  (his  was  a  groal  iiicoiivenience,  le(terB 
frequendy  laying  in  (he  Weidwordi  post-o(lico  a  whole  niontli  at  a 
time  before  (he  owners  gai  them.  Hnl  now  the  stage  ran  so  i"cg- 
ularly  there  was  no  reason  why  the  desire  for  a  post-ofHce  should 
not  be  gmtified.  So  a  p(;dtion  iinnieronr>ly  signed  was  forwarded 
to  (he  poHtinasler-gencral  al  Wasliinj^ion.  'Die  prayer  of  (he  citi- 
zens was  granled  at  once,  and  our  lit  lie  democracy  bec^inic  a  ]>ost 
town. 

Amos  Hiirloii,  who  had  21  s(4)re  near  (lie  soulhern  (erminatioii 
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of  tlic  turnpike,  was  the  first,  post-raasier  in  Warren.  Anson  Mer- 
rill puccocded  liim,  and  then  Dr.  Jesse  Little  held  the  office  of  post- 
master nine  ycai-s.  Dr.  David  C.  French,  Jjcvi  C.  Wliitehcr,  Asa 
Thurston,  (ioorflfe  \V.  Trcscott,  Charles  C.  Durant,  and  mtmerous 
()t.h<M*s  hav«i  hold  the  office. 

AVith  the  stage  an  easy  means  of  travel,  the  nuiil  with  iti*  let- 
tei-8  antl  newspapers  coming  and  going  every  day,  our  little  de- 
mocracy among  the  hills  felt  as  though  it  luid  got  out  among  folks. 
At  any  rate  it  giv.w  rapidly  au<l  became  a  SUite  of  great  im[)ort- 
ance,  jKirticularly  in  its  owncHtimatioii, — a  condition  especially  to 
be  commended,  for  if  a  peraon  don't  think  well  of  himself,  be  may 
be  pretty  sure  no  one  else  will. 


CHAPTER  VI. 


THE  BLACK  PLAGUE,  OTHERWISE  CALLED    THE    SPOTTED  FEVER  OK 
THE  GREATEST  HORROR  WARREN  PEOPLE  EVER  HAD. 


It  was  a  cold  year,  1815.  Winter  lingered  in  the  lap  of 
spriug.  The  summer  was  damp,  cloudy,  and  cheerless,  and  tlio 
sun's  rays  seemed  sickly.  For  two  ycurs  peRlileiico  had  been 
abroad  in  (he  laud,  alihougli  not  iik  ycrt  had  it  couio  to  NVarnui. 

Uut  now  old  iKroplc  siud  everything  appeared  to  bode  some- 
thing wrong.  Strange  sounds  hurtled  in  the  air,  tlie  owl  hooted 
hoarao  at  midnight,  a  jwrtentous  red  meteor  fell  down  with  a  long 
trail  of  blood  in  the  great  gorge  of  MooKchillock,  and  the  fi-ogs 
ci*oaked  ominously;  the  whii>-p04>r-will  siing  a  niournfnl  strain  in 
the  dusk  of  evening,  and  comets  ilabhcd  like  troops  of  gliostH 
through  the  sky. 

Silently  came  the  ])estilcncc.  Whence,  no  one  could  tell.  But 
its  first  victim  was  found  in  the  laniily  of  !Mr.  (Jeorge  Dixby,  on 
Beecli  hill.*  A  young  sou  of  ^h*.  B.  was  suddenly  taken  alai-m- 
ingly  ill.  A  ])hygician  was  sent  for,  he  canur,  and  not  discovenug^ 
the  nature  of  the  disease,  gave  as  he  (honglit  a  simple  remedy,  and 
took  his  departui*e.  In  a  few  hours  (he  young  man  was  de^ul. 
The  corpse  was  laid  out  and  two  mhis  of  Amos  fjltle  ciune  to 


*  FAMILY   KKCOHl)  UF  GEORGE  AND  8AItAII   {Anith)   IIIXIIY. 


George,  Jr.  born  Oct.  II,  1788. 
Benjuiiiiii,  liorii  Apr  U,  17UU. 
Aiiiin,  born  Feb.  S,  I7!*2. 
.lobepb,  born  Mar.  "i,  IVM. 
Samuel,  born  Mar.  i:(.  J7!JU. 
Sarah,  burn  May  *iS,  17L8. 


KlizabHb,  born  Dec.  !>,  IHOd. 
l>u«lh'y,  boin  Dec.  0, 1801.    Died  An^. 

Aba,  born  Feb.  7,  IS07.    Died  Nov.  IS, 

llanuuh  U  bora  Feb  7,  ISOU. 
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waU^liby  it  tlio  succeeding  night.. The  next  day  one  of  tlicni,  James 
Little,  was  tulvcn  siclv  and  five  liours  alter  was  a  corpse.  Amos 
Little,  .Ir.,  the  other  watdier,  also  died.*  Then  Dolly  Little,  a 
sister  of  James  and  Amos,  Jr.,  died. 

The  disease  came  down  from  Beech  hill,  spread  rapidly  and 
soon  all  was  consternation.  There  was  no  physician  in  town  and 
the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  send  to  Piermont  and  other  places 
for  one.  Dr..  AVellman  came,  also  Dr.  Whipple  of  Wcntworth, 
and  Dr.  David  Gipsou  of  Komney.  They  visited  a  patient  and 
while  they  were  consulting,  he  died  under  their  eyes.  Cold, 
feverish,  spotted,  thc'y  said  it  was  the  spotted  fever.  A  few  houro 
after  death  the  corpse  turned  black,  hence  in  other  countries  the 
disease  was  known  as  tJie  black  plague.  It  has  been  more  dreaded 
than  the  cholera  or  the  yellow  fever,  because  it  comes  without 
warning,  lighting  down  on  noisome  pestilential  wings,  like  a  foul 
bird  of  prey  for  its  victims. 

That  night  tliA  three  physicians  were  discussing  the  disease  in 
a  sort  of  undertone  at  Joseph  MerriU's  inn.  Suddenly  Dr.  Well- 
man  felt  cold,  chilly.  Dr.  Wliipplef  and  Dr.  CSipson  gave  him 
some  stimulating  medicine  and  went  homo  down  the  valley.  Jo- 
seph French  nursed  Dr.  Wellmnn,  but  at  night,  twenty-four  hours 
al1<»r,  the  doctor  wjis  dead.  They  buried  him  in  the  grave  yaitl  on 
Tine  hill  road,  and  only  carried  his  corpse  to  LMermont  when  the 
frosU  of  winter  C4ime.  Dr.  Whipple  had  the  plague,  and  Dr.  Gip- 
son  would  not  come  to  Warren  jigain. 

Families  soon  got  so  rediiced  they  could  not  get  a  physician. 
Physicians  in  neighboring  towns  wei*e  so  frightened  that  they 
would  not  come.  The  selectmen,  Jonathan  Merrill,  Abel  Mcmll, 
and  Moses  IL  Clement,  came  together  and  called  an  infonnal 
meeting  of  the  citizens.  It  was  agreed  that  the  town  should  pix>- 
cuix;  i)hYsicians.  Dr.  Robert  Burns^  had  studied  medicine  with 
Dr.  Bartlett  on  Beech  hill.  JTe  was  attending  the  medical  school 
at  Hanover,  and  the  town  in  its  distress  sent  for  him.  Daniel 
Pillsburv  went  on  horseback  to  Hanover  for  Dr.  B.    But  he  could 


*  Amt..*  IJUlo,  .Jr.,  <llofl  in  three  linin*fl  alter  ho  wnn  taken  sick. 

t  l>r.  Whipph'  when  ho  llvoil  in  Wnnvn,  vcMlf!«M|  (Irnt  op|>OHiti*  the  Abel  Mi»rrill 
hon>ie  on  th(>  went  h\\\v.  of  the  Miktutoota,  ntu\  ndorwnrtlM  In  the  lioitAC  built  by 
.loHhu.i  Merrill,  .1  r.,  now  orryplcd  by  Kxra  W.  Kcycs. 

I  F)r.  Uiimfi  llvnl  In  tlio  Krm  W.  Keyen  hoiino. 
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not  attend  to  all  the  sick,  and  Jonathan  Clough  immediately  went 
to  Hanover  for  Dr.  Aniawi  Scott.  Joniitliun  Merrill  bounletl  1>r. 
Scott,  and  the  latter  had  excellent  success  treating  coses  of  spotted 
fever.*  Some  got  well  under  his  cai*e,  bnt  the  plague  did  not 
abate. 

At  iii*st  they  had  ibncrals,  then  they  hun*led  the  coqHie  away 
to  the  grave  before  it  was  liurdly  cold  in  the  house,  l^fany  were 
buried  in  the  night,  no  niouniei's,  and  tlie  village  cemetery  saw 
in  the  darkness  two  or  three  men  digging  a  grave,  the  sickly  moon 
looking  down  ui>on  them,  saw  the  coffin  made  of  i-ough  boards 
hastily  lowered,  and  hcai*d  the  falling  of  the  cold  clods  iiiion  it  as 
the  grave  was  huiTiedly  tilled  up.  Then  they  would  drivo  awiiy 
as  though  ghosts  were  screnniiug  atler  them,  and  the  graves  wcro 
soon  forgotten.  Men  found  weeks  altei-waixls  that  their  nearest 
friends  were  dead  and  buiied,  no  one  knew  where,  whom  they 
thought  alive  and  well.  The  sexton  often  digs  up  those  roo^h 
coffins  even  at  this  late  day.f 

Some  had  great  courage  and  lived  even  in  sjiite  of  the  plague. 
J(»seph  Merrill  the  innk(u*|KT,  went  wherever  he  was  lutked,  to  tlio 
sick  bed,  to  the  coffining  the  black  and  loatlisonie  corpse,  to  the 
graveyard — and  never  got  sick.  His  wife  had  the  plague,  but  she 
got  well.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.Sanuicl  Mennll  who  lived  next  house 
to  the  burying  greund  would  shut  all  his  doora  and  windows  wlicu 
they  came  to  bury  the  dead.  AVlien  they  brought  Tristram  Low 
dead,  from  the  East-parte,  he  wax  puyticnhirly  can^ful;  bnt  it  wua 
no  use.  The  grim  spectre  death  was  after  liini,  and  in  two  du3'^s 
they  carried  him*out  upon  the  hill-side  and  buried  him  without 
a  psalui  or  a  prayer. { 

*  Pillsbury  wus  paid  $1..'(4  fur  guing  to  Hanover  niter  Dr.  llurad. 
CIoukIi  rcccivfU  $\  fi^t  for  i^ulug  uller  I)r.8roU. 
J>r.  8coU  Will*  imiU  for  liirt  »c-rvi('C8  tlKirri). 

Joiiiitliuii  Merrill  received  lor  boarding  ]>r.  S.  and  liorwe,  $10.75. 
Dr.  KiiruB  received  $'i  UO  for  carryiitg  money  to  I>r.  8cott. 

Paid  Col.  Clement  for  liia  wagiui  to  ifanovcr,  $2.20,— probably  the  little  Dutcb 
one. — Selectiucn'd  itocord«,  Vol.  i. 

t  'S<iiilre  Cieorge  Libbey  aayn  lie  dug  t\renty-cigbt  graves  In  one  month  duriiir 
the  8|>otte<l  fever  time,  and  did  not  dig  them  all  either,  lie  aUo  worked  for  u  mouth 
taking  care  of  the  Hick. 

i  Samuel  Merrill  was  taken  bick  in  the  morning,  and  at  ten  oVl(»ck  at  night  wan 
dead. 

Leninel  Kee/.er,  .Ir.,  father  of  Kordinaiid  and  Kaycllc,  kept  hloro  in  WnrnMi  in 
IMir>.  He  wan  alraid  <>f  llio  HiMided  lever,  very.  One  dM.\  Hie  lire  went  iMil  niul  h«t 
went  to.loHeph  MerriirH  lor  lIvoeoalH.  Dr.  Wellnian  wan  Mit-k  Ihere  then,  and  Kcc- 
xer  would  not  go  in,  but  i»ent  a  man  in  alter  Uieui.  h'luir  dayn  altur,  Keoxer  wa* 
dood,  died  of  0potti»d  fevur. 


TnK  riJkOUK   ABATK8.  407 


Tlio  (4)wii  suflcM'od  terribly  fi-oin  spotted  fever.  One  thiixl  of 
the  iiili!i1)i(:iii(H  on  Iteerli  liill  dird.  8oine  faiiiilioR  in  (lie  vnlley, 
like  Hint  of  Mr.  rroderiek  Drown,  ulniost  all  died.  Half  a  dozen 
nienihors  of  Mr.  Jonathan  (ylonient'R  family  died  of  spotted  fever, 
aii'J  ait;  lyinjr  in  the  almost  forgotten  grave-yard  of  Runaway 
pond.  On  the  lleight-oMand,  by  (he  ponds  near  IMcrmont  line, 
on  Pine  liill,  the  Summit,  in  the  East-parte  district,  and  the  Forks 
district — nil  pnrts  of  the  town  sufTered.* 

"Whc^n  cold  weather  eame  on,  (he  disease  gix^w  less  malignant, 
and  grndually  disnppeared.  Those  who  recovered  were  almost 
invariably  deaf,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  loud  tiUk  in  town 
for  years  alKer. 

Since  1815  but  very  few  cases  of  spotted  fever  have  becu 
known  in  Warren.  Uut  the  neighboring  land  of  Piermont  was 
since  sorely  nfllicted  with  it  —  nearly  half  tlie  inhabitants  in  East- 
man pond  district  dying  in  a  few  months. 

May  the  like  nevervisit  onrhamlpt  among  (ho  hills  again,  for  tho 
mind  shudders  at  uncofllned  burials,  at  funerals  without  a  prayer, 
at  midnight  grave-digging,  at  ])ersons  buried  in  nameless  gi-aves, 
unbeknown  to  (heir  friends.  L(;t  the  nicmorv  of  the  woes  of  1815 
never  be  forgotten.  They  will  serve  to  clia8(en  us  and  teach  us 
that  in  life  we  are  in  the  midst  of  dentil,  and  that  time  with  his 
scythe  may  cii(  us  down  when  we  least  expect  it. 


••  Abnim,  KIhIo,  nml  Kinflv  Urown,  (Miililirn  of  Froilcrlck  Tlrown.  died;  nlso 
Ruth  Kiiiprlit,  two  childnMi  of  (JIimiIim  Itouioi*,  two  of  LiikoLibbey,  nua  Mr. Thorn* 
as  Patch,  died.    Tlu-co  of  Joeepit  French'H  children  diod. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


HOW  ALMOST  A  FAMINE^  THEN  A  HUKKICAME  CAME,  AND  THKK  A 
HISTORY  OF  ONE  OF  THE  MOST  PLEASANT  YEAK8  WAKREN  KVKK 
EXPERIENCED. 


TUE  war  ciuno  lii-Hl,  lluit  of  1812,  Uieii  Uie  pcsiilciicey  tlie 
black  plagno,  then  in  181G  famine  almost  looked  into  our  vaUcy 
among  the  hills.  A  venerable  wnter  of  tliut  time  says  tlmt  the 
whole  face  of  nalure  apiKiau-ed  shmndcd  in  gliMmi.  The  lainfis  of 
heaven  kept  their  orbits,  bnt  their  light  was  cheerless.  The  bosom 
of  the  earth  in  a  niidsunnncr*H  day  wan  covenul  with  a  wintry 
mantle,  and  man  and  beast  and  binl  sickened  at  the  pix)S))ect.  For 
sevend  days  in  summer  Ihe  ]HM>ph*  had  go(Nl  sleighing,  an«l  it 
seemed  asjf  the  order  of  the  seasons  was  being  I'eversed.  On  tlio 
sixth  of  June,  (he  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  Great  and  r«encral 
Court  of  New  Ilampshii-e,  tlio  snow  fell  several  inches  deep,  fol- 
lowed by  a  cold  and  frosty  night,  and  on  the  two  following  days 
snow  fell  and  fi*ost  continued;  also  July  the  9th,  thei*e  was  n  deep 
and  deadly  frost  (hat  killed  or  palsied  nioht  vegetables.* 

Then  one  August  day  in  Warren,  the  sky  was  lurid  in  the  west. 


•  DIAIIV  OK  WKATIIEU  IN   IHIG. 
Mny  10,  n-ozc  linrd  ciioiigli  ou  pluiigiicd  laud  lu  bvar  aumii. 

JllllU  It,  blloW  r*t|liallH. 

June  H,  huuw  MjualU. 

Juue  lu,  IVonI  Uihl  ui^lit. 

.luue  II,  lro8l  la&l  uiKliti  liouvy,  killed  cum  mid  tlve-8lxlh8  of  the  apples. 

Juue  ±2,  ice  Itinui'd  uu  wuler. 

July  Hi,  I'ro&t  ou  low  ground. 

August  ^,  heavy  suow  on  nxiuntains.    Hurricnnc. 

August  2i,  hciivy  iVost. 
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Tlio  rioiiils  Miir.koiuMl  fast,  liailNtoiicM  niHInd  on  Mio  ('oi-chI,  and  lliu 
wind  shook  tlic  to[)8  of  tlio  trees.  Suddenly  it  grew  dark,  then  iu 
the  twinkling  of  tin  eye  tlic  hurricane  leaped  like  a  maniac  from 
the  RkicSy  and  howling^,  crasliing,  dizzying,  it  caino.  It  lighted 
down  on  Mt.  Mist  at  first,  and  then  with  a  breadtli  of  twenty  rods, 
the  whole  foi-oRt  Beenied  U)  give  way;  to  have  been  felled  by  the 
stroke  of  some  Deminrgic  fnry,  or  to  have  prostrated  itself  as  the 
Almighty  passed  by. 

Eastward  (owaixls  Mt.  ICineo^  it  shot  like  a  Hash  of  lightning. 
Arross  Tine  hill  it  lefl.  the  woods  and  entered  the  settlement. 
Nothing  could  withstand  its  fury.  Stephen  Richardson's  barn  was 
Mown  down,  and  the  long  shingles  of  i(«  roof  borne  acmss  IJerry 
brook  valley,  across  the  Asquauichumauke,  tlu*eo  thousand  feet 
above  it,  to  Amos  Little's  back  pasture,  two  miles  away  on  tlio 
side  of  Mt.  ICinoo.  Nathaniel  Libbey's  house  was  unroofed  and 
the  fiH'niture  was  scattei*ed  over  the  whole  farm.  A  looking-glass 
was  blown  thirty  rods  and  deposited  by  the  wind  on  a  stone,  with- 
out breaking  it.*  The  tornado  rut  a  swath  through  Nathaniel 
Jtichardsoif  s  oats  three  rods  wide,  as  smooth  as  if  mown  by  a 
scythe.  Fences  were  ])rostrated,  cows  lilted  from  their  feet  and 
sheep  were  killed.  In  bush  and  settlement,  upland  and  interval, 
was  its  havoc  alike  fearful. 

Thus  passed  the  season.  Autumn  returns,  alas!  not  to  fill  the 
arm  with  the  generous  sheaf,  but  the  eye  wnth  the  tear  of  dis- 
appointment. Winter  came,  and  with  it  would  have  come  starva- 
tion had  it  not  been  for  the  tolerably  good  crop  of  rye,  the  only 
crop  that  niatnre<l,  which  supplied  the  inhabitants  with  broad.  So 
terrible  was  the  year  181G,  that  the  people  gi*ew  disheartened,  and 
many  sold  out  and  went  south  and  west. 

J)ut  in  1H17  a  change  came.  Everything  was  lovely,  and  when 
the  year  closed  i)eople  said  it  was  the  happiest  one  they  had  ever 
known.  Let  us  follow  it  through  and  see  how  the  citizens  spent 
each  season, — how  they  worked,  i)layed,  and  enjoyed  themselves. 

As  the  wint4;r  wor<^  away,  a  warm  wind  blew  from  the  south- 
west, and  the  snow  Ix^gun  to  melt  early.  What  Joy  was  there 
when  the  spring  breathiMl  under  sheltering  rocks  the  sweet  arbu- 


*  Nntlinniel  Ilicbnrdnon'iv  staicmont. 
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tus  into  bloom,  and  sky  born  bllie-binls  came  down  on  tho  air  of 
wondrons  m<)niin<f  with  thnmts  full  uf  fit^sli  and  rni*^nuit  niclotly. 

As  the  diiys  gvew  still  and  lon<^  in  the  yainls  of  ilio  quiet 
dwelling,  tlio  stnrdy  chop]iei**s  axo  was  8wun<^  all  day  long  aliovo 
the  winter  gathered  piles.  Dogs  basked  for  honra  on  soutlieru 
door-steps,  and  cattle,  turned  out  from  dark  stables,  tried  horns 
and  heads  with  each  other. 

In  the  maple  gmves  of  NVarren,  and  on  all  the  hill-sides  around 
the  ([uiet  valley,  sugar  tires  wcix;  smoking,  for  it  was  clianiilug 
sugar  weather;  bland  and  sunny  overhead,  fh)sty  under  foot,  Uio 
sap  i*acing  up  fVom  the  roots  every  morning  and  running  back  at 
night  for  fear  of  a  fk'ceze. 

Tliei'e  luul  been  a  scudding  and  soaking  (»f  sa|>-huckcl8,  a 
tramping  thnaigh  inaph)  W(mkIh,  angnr  in  one  hand  and  Mip  himmiIji 
in  the  otlau',  a  it!|Kiiring  of  ait'lics  or  the  hanging  of  gii^iit  livcv|Niil 
kettles;  sap  pails  and  sap  yokes  to  bring  the  saii,  all  in  onler;  a 
crackling  of  dry  l>eech  limbs,  a  roaring  fiix;,  then  a  sinnnering  aud 
soothing  of  tlie  sweet  maple  sap  in  the  kettles  l>efore  it  leaiMxl  up 
in  white  dancing  foam  only  to  be  kc)>t  fi*om  overllowing  by  beiii|f 
wallopped  with  a  stick  having  a  ))iece  of  jiork  on  it«  end.^ 

Amos  Little  had  a  glorious  sugar  place  on  Beech  hill,  and  Ids 
boys  and  girlH, —  for  he  had  a  largi!  family, —  wen?  (K'tcrmiiHHl  to 
have  a  sugar  party.  Voung  folks,  MerrillH,  i'lcnients,  Uixbysy 
Knights,  and  numerous  others  came  to  the  beautiful  farm  where 
George  E.  I^eonard  lives  now.  They  liad  fun  and  f^-olic;  rosy 
checked  girls  laughing  as  they  stamp  the  mud  t\*om  their  thick 
boots,  charming  forms  ciu'ried  in  stout  arms  acixiss  the  littlo  rill 
which  now  swollen  leaps  laughing  down  to  the  Mikaseota,  soiue-  '' 
times  called  Black  brook. 

The  great  sugar! ng-otl*  kettle  is  hung  on  a  |K)Ie  placed  on  two 
forked  nlnkes,  by  ilsclf.  Tlu^  nyrnp,  (^nongli  for  all,  is  lnrne«l  In, 
the  tire  lighted,  and  then  (lien^  isarnsfic  jnbiloe  over  (he  lnx>wH- 
ing  (tiuihlron,  as  the  fragrant  steam  grows  richer  and  the  color 
deepens  from  hue  to  hue  of  nissel,  till  the  synip  clings  in  double 
drops  on  the  edge  of  the  skimmer,  and  the  hot  lluld  changes  to 
delicious  gum  when  poured  over  the   melting  ice  cake.    Thcra 

*Tli(3  runnei'H  in  WarriMi  oflcii  iiho  iUo  lu^l  runs  of  sup  tu  make  H|>nic4)  beer  — > 
auexcclleut  uud  very  comiuou  driiil:  in  Wurruii. 
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were  protty  lip«  doRinj^  over  boecli  piuldlo  8tick8,  and  young  John 
\j,  ALt*.n  ill  and  llussell  K.  (Jlenient  hiistercul  Uieir  </»n;r||(»R  and  got 
lunirliod  at  for  they  could  not  wail,  for  the  delidoiis  sweet  t«  cool. 

Their  hciirln  wore  all  happy,  and  what  Hw«M»t  Kongs  were  Kiing 
in  the  dusk  of  nightfall,  iw  (he  earlient  frog  peepe<1  from  the  Rwainp 
in  the  valley  Im*Iow.  'I'lie.  8W(;et  Bongn  of  that  day,  alaHl  what 
wore  they?  They  are  gone,  they  are  forgotten,  like  the  Hunles  and 
the  ro8e8  of  (hose  who  gang  them,  like  the  hopes  and  the  anbetions 
of  (he  youths  who  li.s(4Mied  to  (hem.  The  triumphs  of  the  singers 
of  (hose  days  and  the  ])opularity  of  the  songs,  where  arc  they? 
It  IS  a  lesson  for  us;  but  let  us  chase  it  out  of  mind,  lie  liappy 
while  ye  may.  AVe  love  the  month  of  March,  for  in  AVari"cn  it  is 
the  liveliest  and  most  romantic  mon(h  of  the  year.  No  tree  does 
so  much  for  happiness  as  the  sugar  maple.  It  brings  more  good 
cheer,  more  joy  and  frolic,  more  money  into  the  pocket  and  more 
sweetness  upon  the  (able  than  all  the  rest  of  the  forest  trees  put 
(ogedier. 

As  the  sun  run  higher  and  the  air  grow  warmer,  there  was  a 
sound  in  (he  earth,  as  if  myriads  of  fairies  wei*e  at  work  preparing 
juices  for  the  grass  and  fruits  and  flowei*s, —  a  sound  of  tiny  foot- 
sleps,  muKKudinous  bells  deep  down  in  cjiverns  and  dingles, and 
here  and  (here  a  bank  smiled  back  in  downy  green  the  sun's  radiant 
favors.  And  then  lli<^  leaves  einni*  out,  at  lirst  no  largtM*  than  a 
mouse's  ear,  and  thousands  of  birds  arc  singing  in  all  the  iields 
and  woods.  Up  narrow  roads,  (he  one  to  Ued-oak  hill,  and  those 
(o  Uocky  falls.  Beech  hill,  Tine  hill,  and  the  lCaA(>parte,  between 
high,  mossy  banks  where  (he  little  runnels  come  rushing  and 
chiming  along,  through  the  wild,  still,  sliady  woods  of  Wari*en,  and 
in  lickls  dce[>  with  the  greenest  gniss  and  bright  with  tlie  sun- 
shine and  glory  of  spring;  all  those  birds  aro  at  work  building 
their  nc8(s,  each  in  its  own  peculiar  fashion ;  the  song  sparrow,  the 
vesper  sparrow,  the  gi*ass  fmch  and  AVilsou's  thinish,  on  the  ground 
and  under  warm  hummocks;  the  robin  on  nearly  every  tree,  black 
birds  and  ait-birds  in  (he  hedges;  bob-oMlnks  in  the  meadows  of 
Kunaway  pond  and  (he  swaley  fields  by  Moosehillock  ix)ad ;  vircos 
an<l  orioles  in  (he  ever  waving  boughs  of  the  elms  in  the  valleys, 
and(h(^  maples  on  all  the  IiIIIk;  warblei*s  among  the  emerald  gitsen 
leaves  of  the  wild  rose-brier,  to  say  nothing  of  the  blue-bird  hi  an 


412  HISTOllY    OF   WAKUKN. 

old  knot  liolo  of  a  fouco  post;  swullows  iu  tlio  baru,  Jcniiio  wran 
in  a  box  in  the  upplo  ti*ce,  and  martins  in  tlic  houso  on  the  top  of 
a  pole. 

Tlio  men  ai'u  out  in  tlio  lioIdH  and  ^anlriiH,  tlio  coUa^u  tlaniiM 
and  tlu)  rosy  dan<(lit()i*s  aro  4Ui(j>;a»:«Ml  in  tin)  rrn«)wal  of  llowoi* 
Imrdcrs,  in  tlio  sowing  of  seeds  and  the  planting  of  shrubs;  old 
men  bit  watching  them  on  the  steps  or  wooden  benches,  on  the 
warm  side  of  the  house,  while  groups  of  children  are  scattered 
here  and  there  over  the  happy  lields,  tracing  the  fence  sides  or  tho 
bright  streams  or  running  to  secni-e  the  iii*st  dandelions,  their  clear 
voices  all  the  while  nnging  out  from  the  distant  steeps  and  hill-tops. 
There  they  find  the  sugar  plum,  tho  wild-bii'd  cherry  and  tho 
mooscmissa  in  bloom,  their  flowers  hanging  on  tho  waving  boughs 
or  fluttering  on  the  earth,  a  proAision  of  beauty  in  which  the  per- 
ceptions are  almost  lost. 

Men  went  to  worlt  with  good  courage  in  the  spring  of  1817. 
They  seemed  to  feel  that  good  times  were  coming  back.  Ilow  did 
they  work?  How  did  they  live?  The  farmer  of  that  period  was 
up  in  the  morning  by  half  past  four,  stoutly  dressed  in  his  leather 
pants  and  sheeps-gray  frock.  At  five  he  gets  up  his  help.  His 
wife  hurries  the  girls  out  of  bud,  crying,  **  Up  sleepy  heads,  tho 
sun  will  burn  your  eyes  out  if  you  lay  there."  The  house  is  swept, 
the  cows  are  milked,  llu^  hogs  are  fed.  Man  and  boys  go  to  work, 
fodder  stock,  clean  out  barn,  prepare  lor  the  day's  work. 

Then  comes  breakfast.  How  some  of  the  old  setUers  could 
eat.  In  olden  times  huge  basins  of  bi^an-porridge  and  loaves  as 
big  as  bee  hives  and  piX3tty  much  of  the  same  shape,  and  as  brown 
as  the  backs  of  their  own  hands,  delighted  and  refreshed  our 
an(^es(()rs.  To  (his  fare  (hey  would  helake  lliems(;lves  with  a 
capacity  that  only  |Hire  air  and  hard  labor  can  give.  A  settler 
would  eat  as  nuich  of  these  as  would  answ(^r  for  u  round  family 
now  at  breakfast,  and  then  he  would  only  be  ready  for  his  dish  of 
pork  and  beans;  pounds  of  pork  six  inches  thick  set  on  the  top  of 
a  peck  of  baked  beans.  What  a  pile  he  takes  on  his  ])lale,  how 
sharp  is  the  vinegar  he  pours  on  them,  how  keen  the  jiepper,  and 
then  they  vanish  as  rapidly  as  if  they  did  not  follow  that  mess  of 
porridge  and  those  huge  hniu-hes  .of  bread.  Clnistian  William 
Whiteman,  who  lived  on  the  top  of  the  Tleight-o'-land,  said  he 
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''  could  cat  three  quarts  of  baked  beans  and  also  Indian  pudding 
and  other '  fixings '  suitable  to  accompany  tlicm,  at  his  moi*ning 
meal."  Mr.  Pixly,  a  tall  gaunt  man  who  once  resided  in  Charles- 
ton by  Tarleton  lako,  said  that  "  many  a  time  he  had  eaten  a  six 
quart  i)an  full  of  pork  and  beans  and  vinegar,  at  a  single  sitting 
and  then  could  make  a  famine  among  the  pies  and  cakes  and  cheese 
on  tlie  table."  Mr.  Nathaniel  Richardson,  who  has  had  his  home 
on  the  ICast-parto  road  fen*  mon?  than  half  a  century,  has  been 
known  to  eat  two  full  grown  chickens,  seventeen  large,  mealy 
polatocs,  and  plum-pudding  in  abundance  along  with  them,  and 
he  said  he  could  always  top  out  such  a  slender  repast  with  twenty- 
live  cents  worth  ot'cmrkcr  to:l^^t,  when  he  stopped  at  a  hotel.  Yet 
Mr.  Uirhardson  never  was  siek  in  his  life,  only  a  little  sjjleeny  by 
spells,  and  now  at  the  age  of  nearly  eighty  years  he  is  tough  as 
an  ox.* 

And  then  what  mugs  of  vm]v.v  those  old  settlers  could  drink. 
A  Mr.  Ijind  ronltl  swnllow  a  pint  :it  a  draught,  witiiout  stopping 
to  breathe,  and  Dr.  Kzra  U.  Libbey,  in  his  day,  could  ejisily  jier- 
form  the  same  feat,  while  Mr.  Obadiah  Libbey,  who  lived  in  War- 
ren long  ago,  has  often  been  known  to  proudly  drink  a  quart  and 
a  half  of  hard  old  cider  without  once  taking  his  lips  fi-om  the  mug. 
^Ir.  Snmucl  Jewell,  who  lived  on  Pine  hill  road,  often  said  he 
'*  wished  his  throat  was  as  long  jis  a  ])ineniast,  that  he  might  more 
fully  enjoy  the  good  taste  of  the  tluid  as  it  trickled  down."  These 
are  only  a  few  notable  cases  wlwrre  hundi*cds  could  be  cited,  and 
we  can  but  envy  the  keen  api)ctitcs  and  gi-eat  capacity  of  our  early 
settlei"s.  Ureakfast  eaten  and  at  ten  tliey  would  take  a  hearty 
luncheon  of  bread,  nut-cakes,  and  cheese,  to  set  their  appetit/^s 
right  tor  dinner.f 

Then*  is  plowing  in  the  tield,  there  is  manure  to  bo  carted  mit, 
th(;re  is  harrowing,  and  sowing,  and  harrowing  agjun,  there  is 
furrowing  and  dropping  potatoes  and  corn,  and  covering  the  hills; 


*  .Ifipinh  Uiiiiiliniii,  surveyor,  Itnd  iiii  rnvinltlc  riipncily  nnd  nppcttto.  Ifo  conlcl 
ont  oiprlit  f|iinilH  or  liiiKty  piiflfliitg  niul  milk,  nt  ii  HiUiiiK.— Anson  Blcrrill's  fttnio- 
nicnl. 

Uvv.  CIinrli'M  n«»uioM  coiilil  IVcMiiicnlly  <lo  BoniofliitiK  In  tlic  wny  or  cnting.  He 
once  cnt  n  wliolc  (|Uiiit(>r  olhinili  iinti  ncnily  ovciytliincclFnon  tlicrtnlilc,  fit  'Squire 
.IoiimIIuiii  MnriHV,  llincliy  ilcpfiviiiK  Hk'  'SMiiiicnnd  litH  I'liniily  of  llu*ir  nioininff 
nii'ril.  KliH.  Merrill  liail  lo'ilo  nnullicr  cooking  llitil.  morning.— jiloHVH  1*.  Kiiubniri 
fflnlcmcnt. 

f  Mr.  Jamos  Clement*8  stories. 
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there  is  picking  Mtoiios,  Inyiiig  wall,  and  nieniliiig  fences  to  keep 
the  cattle  in  tlic  ]>afttnreA.  Then  thoiv  is  washing  of  sheep  at  tlio 
pool  in  the  river,  and  the  sliearing  of  sheep  hi  all  the  Imrns.^ 

At  home  the  wife  and  girls  lioil  |>otat4>os  for  the  hagu^  tako 
turns  at  the  chnrn,  gown  sleeves  rolleil  np  to  the  shoulder,  kncscl- 
ing  to  press  the  sweet  curd  to  the  liottom  of  tlie  **  hoop,"  to  salt 
and  turn  cheese,  and  watch  ]>rogreds  of  dlllerent  stages  from  new- 
ness and  white  softness,  to  tlieir  investment  with  the  unctuous 
coating  of  a  goodly  age.  They  also  see  tliat  the  calves,  geeso,  tur- 
keys, and  hani-yanl  fowls  are  properly  fed,  that  the  door-yani  is 
nicely  picke<1  up  and  swept.  S4>ine  had  a  histe  for  lieanty  and 
were  most  zealous  and  successful  florists.  To  select  rich  ami  suit- 
able soils,  to  sow  and  plant,  to  nui*se,  and  shade,  and  water,  to 
watch  tlie  growth  and  expansion  of  flowers  of  great  promise  was 
an  occupation  atfording  much  enjoyment  to  our  grandmothers. 
They  had  the  |»olyanthus,  auricular,  hyiu*inth,  ciirnalion,  tulip,  iiinI 
iniuunculus.  Then  lliei*e  were  pinks,  and  |N>ppieK,  and  swecl  W^il- 
liams,  and  peonies,  and  lilacs,  and  a  host  of  otliers ;  but  the  spleu- 
did  (hililias  and  imnHitiH  of  liMluy  weit)  unknown  to  them.  Mrs. 
Enoch  Noyes  and  Mi-s.  G.  ^Y,  Pi-esi^ott,  daughter  of  Mr.  Isaac 
Merrill,  could  hatwi  of  having  the  nicx^st  flower  gaixleus. 

At  night  the  fanner  nit^  down  with  his  men  and  Imivh  by  Uio 
flix),  and  they  talk  over  the  work  of  the  mon*ow,  how  to  plant, 
hoe  and  sow,  and  whei*e.  Ills  wife  has  a  little  work-table  set  near, 
where  she  makes  and  mends;  the  girls  knit,  darn  stockings,  and 
flx  caps  for  8unduy. 

Now  days  there  is  u  eoniplniiil  lliat  (Im*.  fanner  has  iM^ensiN^iU^I 
by  the  growth  of  luxurious  habits  and  etreniinacy  in  the  nation. 

*  Shi'v/t  MiirLn. — In  Uioho  |iniiiit.iv«i  liiii«*<4,  uhi'ii   Ifiiri'M  went  rnru,  niul  MlitH»|» 
won;  iiiiiibk',  il  wuh  (uiiiiil  lUHu-H.sary  lu  riTonl  ilii^  innrkH  hy    wliicli  onvV  MlH*t«|i 
iiiiKlit  Ik*  known  or  rr<Mi;;niy.(Ml.  Ar«-onlhiKl>  Wi^-ircfrrtillctl  lli;)t()l»:i<linh(-U*iiit*iil*K 
Hliecp  tkVM  nuirktMl  li^-  onv-liaH'  rr<i|i  ou  llio  npiifr  ^i<lo  of  llic  rigiil  vtir,  uml  (»iic-liAir 
crop  on  the  lyuler  kkIc  of  the  lell  eur.    .StcvciiH  Murriirrf  a  fork  like  a  i»wnllow'« 
tail  on  the  end  of  the  Icll  oar.    .JoHr|ih  MerrilPs,  a  cmp  of  the  li'll  car.    .luiiatlinit 
Merrills,  a  croit  (»l  the  h*n  car  and  a   ^lil  on   Ihe  nndrr  si«h*  ol' the  hnim*.    ('ak*1> 
llonian'M,  a  lork  like  a  Mwall«»\vN  tail  <ni  Iho  imhI  ol'  ihr  Icll  «?ar,  and  arntp  IVoiii  oflT 
the  ri^lit  c^ir.     Anio.s  f<Jlllc'H,  a  wilt  on  Lhc  end  of  liit;  ri^lii  car.    .Itt^hua  l'u|i|i*i»,  a 
fork  like  a  .swailnw'h  tail  tni  Ihe  ri^lil  trar,  auil  a  rnip  on  llic  icll.    .Jo>linaMcrrill'i», 
a  crop  Ironi  oil'  each  car.    Thi.s  mark  in  now  lakcn  hy  .lolni  Whilcher,  May  :S7,  Isll. 
N.  I(. — .Jiidlina  .Merrill  h;ut  removed  iVoni  Ihis  town.  (I) 

(I)  Col.  Mo.seii  II.  (Memenl'a  ram  once  tronhUd  ^Ir.  Kec/.cr  and  hin  kIiii*|». 
Kei'xertuiik  tlieram  in  the  niglil,  led  him  to  Mr.  Clenienl'd  lionise  and  tie«l  liini  to 
the  duur-latc.h.  When  Mr.  C.  opened  the  door  next  morninK  it  yanked  hiii  rniiii»liii>, 
and,  IndiKHuni,  the  brute  with  a  hound  and  a  bunt  kuo<-ked  Cid.  C  "  flatter  Uuui  a 
flounder.** 
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Old  fnniilui'O  hiw  born  vnfit  out.  of  llio  Iioiiror,  and  ciirpots,  Kofiifl, 
ftiid  ])iiino8,  HIT  to  ])C  foiiii<l  Aviioro  onco  wcro  wooden  boiiclio«  and 
tlio  Rpinuin^-whcol ;  tlmt  dftujrhtors  arc  Rent  to  boarding:  scIiooIr, 
inHtcMid  of  (o  ninrkt'L  nnd  Mio  Rons,  insU'nd  of  fjrowln^  np  Rhirdy 
hiisbiinthnon  like,  (luMr  niMini's,  :iiv.  inadn  rJorks,  Kliop-hindrrH^  or 
Roninsurh  Rkinnnv  dish  (liintfR.  Tliore  is  Ronio  irnih  in  Uiis.  Knt 
novel'  mind;  the  limner  should  1)0  a  ninil  king,  sowing  hiR  gi*ain 
nnd  rea])ing  liiR  liarvest  with  a  glad  heart,  and  he  can  do  thiR  by 
being  educated. 

How  ninch  better  th<^  fanner  enjoyR  himself  than  tlio  merchant. 
The  latter  cooi)s  himself  np  in  a  small  shop,  and  there  day  after 
day,  month  after  month,  year  after  year,  he  is  to  be  found  like  a 
bat  in  a  hole  of  the  Avail,  or  a  toad  in  the  heart  of  a  stone  or  of  an 
oak  tree.  Spring,  and  summer,  and  autumn  go  round,  sunshine 
and  llowiM's  spread  over  the  world,  I  ho  birds  sing,  the  sweetefit 
flowers  blow,  the  SAvect^st  waters  murmur  along  the  vales,  but 
they  are  all  lostMipon  him:  ho  is  the  doleful  prisoner  of  Mammon, 
and  so  he  lives  and  dies.  The  farmer  would  not  take  the  wealth  of 
the  Avorld  on  such  terms.  The  bright  sun,  the  pure  air,  the  green 
nu»adows,  (he  clear  streams,  (ho  growing  crops,  the  flocks  and 
herds  in  the  pjist^ures,  the  keen  a])])eti(c  and  good  health  are  far 
io  be  preferred. 

There  were  no  froH(><,  no  snows,  no  cold  and  chilling  winds  in 
the  smnnier  of  1SI7.  All  over  town  there*,  was  bustling  life  and 
even  over  t4»  (Jliarles(t>n  ilistrici,  by  Tarleton  lake,  wlu^iv  times 
had  been  the  hardest,  the  hc^arls  of  men  took  courage.  Corn  gi-cw 
again,  the  potatoes  were  luxuriant,  and  deep  gmss  overhung  the 
banks  of  all  the  little  streams,  and  numy  a  flower  nodded  above 
the  clear  water.  Upon  the  tields  was  a  rich  mosait*.  of  colors,  and 
on  (he  edge  bj-  the  Avood  Avcre  seen  (he  Avild  sun-flower,  ox-eye 
daisies,  tiger  lilies,  and  the  ])urple  and  gold  of  the  hard-hack. 
Among  the  crimson  headed  clover  were  honey  suckles,  butter- 
cu)>s,  golden  rod,  and  Avhite  t^op,  scenting  all  the  air.  The  oats 
were  so  heavy  the  farmer  was  afraid  they  would  lodge;  the  rye 
Avas  as  tall  as  a  man's  head,  Avhile  shadows  fly  over  the  yellow 
barh'y,  and  tund)ling  waves  chase  each  other  on  the  acres  of  wheat. 
Morses  slnnil  uniler  (la*  great  maples  by  the  road,  brushing  flies 
with  their  tnils,  the  sheep  ai*o  gnizing  on  the  hill-sides,  cows  are 
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feeding  where  the  grass  is  sliortest  and  sweetest,  while  Tlioinas 
Pillsbur>''8  spottetl  bull  lows  in  Mt.  Mist's  cclioing  imstarcit. 

Tlicy  were  a  happy  ficople  over  at  Charleston.  Amos  Tarlcton, 
Thomas  Pillsbnry,  Ephraim  Potter,  Rlelianl  Pilhlmr}%  Ste|)lien 
Land,^  Daniel  Day,  llosea  Lund,  Reiij.  Hixby,  ami  otlicr>fy  lived 
there.  David  Smith  was  lK>m  tlicre.  lie  was  a  good  scliooi-mastcr, 
was  ftelitetman,  tax  t!«>ntK*lor,  t4»wii  tn*:isnn*r,  and  iiMiiity  tn*aftiin*r; 
cool,  shrewd,  loiig-lieadc«l,  he  wsis  one  of  Warren's  smartest  mcu. 
They  had  a  Methmlist  society,  a  class,  SidilKilh  si-httol  and  regular 
preaching,  a  good  school-house,  which  also  answered  for  a  cliurtrli ; 
many  liave  taught  school  in  it,  and  a  grave  yani  was  by  it,  where 
tlie  early  settlers  were  sleeping.  Their  buildings  were  giKMl,  tlicir 
great  bams  were  always  well  filled  with  hay,  and  their  sugar 
places  were  the  best  in  town. 

Thit  alas!  all  this  is  changed.  Tlie  dwellers  in  flie  district  hy 
the  lake  arc  all  dead,  the  houses  and  fla*  barns  liave  mouldered 
away,  the  8|K>t  where  they  stood  can  lianlly  be*  found,  and  the 
fields  and  tlie  i^asturcs  are  grown  with  forest  tracs.  Kveu  tlie  old 
school-house,  the  chunrli  in  Charleston,  is  gone.  Nothing  but  tlie 
founchition  remains.  The  burying  ground  by  it  is  ovei^rown; 
the  thistle  shakes  its  lonely  head  by  the  tombstone,  the  gray  moiw 
whistles  to  the  wind,  the  fox  looks  out  of  its  hole  by  tlie  sunken 
graves,  and  the  wootl-bi-nkcs  an<l  the  birrhes  wave  al>ove  them. 

AVIieiK'tf  raiiie  this  desolation?  The  ^in^at  west  takes  away  IIh^ 
young  men  of  Warivii:  thry  an*  gone  to  cities,  the  gohl  inines  4>f 
Califoniia  invil«Ml  S4»nu*  orihciii;  M>nie  died  on  the  battlr-lic^M. 
A  hnndi'rd  years  inav  <^o  hv  hclon*.  < 'liarloton  dislrirt  shall  luivti 
such  a  thriving,  happy  population  again. 

The  sugar  and  tin;  wool  4:i*op  made,  the  hay  ci*op  was  tlie  next 
to  1)e  harvested.  The  tanners  of  Warren  have  always  raised  their 
full  su])ply  of  hay,  never  having  Ihhmi  obliged  to  ini|K>rt  any,  unci 
grazing  and  &t<H*k-nn>ing  has  iH'eii  one  of  their  ni(»st  pmlltalile 
employments.  Who  does  not  love  Iiaxing  time.  True,  il  may  Ins 
*'  hot  iis  blazes,"  but  what  a  soilness  elollies  those  green  nioniitaiii:*; 
what  a  depth  of  shadow  tills  the  hollows;  how  sweet  the  voice  of 


*  Stephen  Luiul  livvil  lo  be  over  ninety  years  old.  lie  \v:ls  a  rooi>cr,  and  a  reU 
he«4led  niun,  bony  and  ruwny.  He  hli«»t  a  tront  llmt  \vei;;iied  four  iMtnndii.  lie 
used  to  catch  large  qunntitieaor  tronl  ironi  Tnrleton  lake  and  carry  Ihem  to  Ilav 
erhill  and  ftell  thcin,  court  time. 
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the  wafiM's  riPOR  on  tlie  liuslioil  liinclscnpe.  Mn<(iiificr»nt  arondcs  of 
liros  sfrctcli  up  the  siilcs  of  Mic  fairHtrcains,  their  luxui'iniit  iiiossos 
of  folintro  shiidiii^  the  limpid  coohieRS  below. 

Whiii.  ft  luxury  to  follow  some  rapid  streftm,  or  sitting  down 
on  n  green  bank,  deep  in  grass  and  flowcifi,  to  pull  out  tho  spotted 
trout  from  the  hnhhiing  eddy  helow  the  boulders  or  from  his  lurk- 
ing place  beneath  the  broad  stump  and  the  s]n*eading  roots  of  the 
aldi*r.  A  summer  day  spent  beside  l*at4*Ji  brook  tm  it  runs  through 
flit*,  mendows,  up  llurrieane  brook  t-o  the  eool  irascndes  in  the  deep 
wooils  o\'  Mount  (/arr,  by  Ww  Mikaseota,  or  HIaek  brook,  by  Oro 
hiirs  foamy  sti-eara,  by  J^crry  brook,  by  the  roist^nng  Olivorian,  by 
Merrill  brook,*  m*  Kast  branch,  or  ahnig  the  roaring,  foaming 
Asfpuimrhumauke,  with  the  glorious  hills  and  the  deep,  rieh 
foliage  elad  mountains  around  you  is  most  dc^lighltul  —  is  grand. 
The  power  and  passion  and  deep  felicity  that  come  bi*catliiug 
from  the  mountains,  forests,  and  waterfalls,  from  clomls  that  sail 
above,  and  storms  blustering  and  growling  in  the  wind,  from  all 
the  mighty  magniticcnce,  solitude,  and  antiquity  of  nature,  cannot 
be  unfolded. 

Sit  down  by  the  pond  where  tiny  Cold  brook  comes  in.  There 
the  wild  rose  is  putting  out  and  the  elder  is  in  flower. .  Tho  lilies 
arc  as  lovely  as  ever,  tho  butter-cups- as  yellow;  harebells,  violets, 
and  a  thonsand  other  kinds  of  flowers  listx^n  io  the  tinkling  nmsic 
of  the  stream. 

m 

The  May  flies  in  thousands  come  forth  to  their  day-life,  flying 
up  iind  down.  'IMiere  :ire  horse  flics  and  red  flies  p<*s|ering  tho 
cuttle  (HI  tlif!  Iiill-sid(*  opposite;  but  the  king-bird,  laughing  from 
the  bree/y  maple  fop.  is  afler  them.  Over  the  water  midges  are 
celebnifiiig  their  airy  labyrinthine  dances  with  amazing  adroitncsH 
looking  almost  like  columns  of  smoke  ns  they  shine  In  new  life 
and  ni^w  beatify.  Drsigon  flies  of  all  sizes  mid  coh)rs, —  boys  call 
them  devil's  diirning  needles,  and  say,  "  Look  out  or  they  will  bow 
your  eyes  up,"  —  nre  hovering  and  skimming,  and  settling  nmong 
the  \vjil<'r  plants  or  on  some  twig,  evidently  full  of  enjoyment. 
The  great  azniv  bodied  one  with  iti*  filmy  wings  darti)  past  witli 
rc<'kless  speed,  and  slender  ones,  blue,  and  ]>nrp1e,  and  dun,  and 


*  .loscpli  Vntr.U  iiacmI  to  kiU  iuuoko  near  the  licnd  or  MnrriU  brook. 

A* 
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black,  and  jointed  bodies,  made  as  of  shining  silk  and  aninuitod 
for  a  week  or  two  of  Hunimcr  snnsliino  by  some  fVolic  8|ie1l,  now 
pursne  each  other  antl  now  it)8t  in  sUn^p. 

The  bob-o'-link  in  the  meadow  np  the  brook,  flies  np  and  down 
on  balancing  wings  nttering  its  many  toned  joyons  song^,  tittering' 
as  if  in  high  glee;  swallows  are  Kkimniing  along  the  tlelcls  aiu] 
over  the  waters  catriiiiig  Hies;  llie  8«>ngKparit}W  singH  so  kwch)!  in 
the  flowers  and  grasses,  the  white  throated  finch  warbles  tender 
and  plaintive  in  the  fir  copse  up  by  Amos  Little's  field;  tlie 
Maryland  yellow  throat  in  ttie  alders  over  the  water  says  *'  sit- 
n-see,  sit-n-see,"  in  such  a  winsome  way;  wator-wag-tail  rcpcsatJi 
its  **  crake,  crake,"  t)Y)m  the  grass  in  the  swamp ;  the  siMitled  sand- 
piper says,  ''weet,  weet,"  from  the  old  log  and  muddy  Iwiik; 
crows  are  cawing  in  the  woods  across  tlie  iM>nd,  and  the  water 
itself  ripples  on,  clear  and  niUHir^il,  and  checikei'cd  from  many  a 
leaf  and  bent  and  moving  bough.  Wc  lifl  up  our  heailtfund  in  tlio 
west  above  Ste|)lien  Lund*s  where  fanner  Joshua  lived  once,  wliat 
a  ruby  sun,  what  a  gorgeous  assemblage  of  sunset  rlonds. 

The  oats,  rye,  barley,  and  wheat,  wei-o  giwHl  this  ycjir,  1H17, 
and  when  they  wen*,  gathci-ed,  autumn  with  its  rich  corn  harvt«itt, 
and  all  its  happy  liunian  groups,  and  bright  days  of  ctulmy 
steady  splendor  aun<\  A  Her.  the  first  frosts,  the  Indian  summer 
began,  and  a  soft  haze  pervaded  the  atnio^plicii;  and  settled  like  a 
thill  gniy  rli»iid  <»ii  IImj  liori/.nn,  hiin^ring  "  dt^lirioiis,  sweet,  slee|»- 
like  feeling,  wliieli  st^eiiied  to  till  (lie  valley.  On  all  sides  the  sky 
appcaivil  i*esliiig  upon  a  wealth  of  e(»iors,  orange  and  yellow,  pur- 
ple and  crimson,  blue  and  gi*e(*ii.  and  i*ed,  and  every  shade  and 
hue  that  mantled  the  fon^sts  of  the  mountains.  In  the  woods  un 
the  edge  of  the  elcarings,  fields  and  pastures,  ivd  stpiirrels  chased 
one  another  over  erisp  leaves  on  (he  ground  and  along  the  limpid 
branches  of  the  tivo^,  y^'lp^i'n  ^^^'^^  chattering  like  king-fisIiei-8. 
Fox-eolored  sparrows,  iint-hatehos  aiul  gi*eat  golden-winged  woixl- 
peckcrs  vied  in  their  notes  and  tseenied  ivstilvcd  on  inciTimciit 
while  the  season  lasted.  The  whiu.'-erowncd  sparrow  came  down 
from  Labrador  where  it  had  spent  the  suninier  rearing  its  young* 
and  singing  all  the  day  long,  and  stopped  a  day  or  so  by  the  banks 
of  the  Asijiiainchiiiiiaiike,  Im>IV>iv  it  hastened  tni  iis  journey  to  ita 
winter  home  in   Klorithi  and   the  West  Indies.     Wild  geese  with 
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tlioii*  woinl  1iawiik-l)oiik-o-lu)iik,  wci-c  kcoii  tcaniip^  the  yielding 
air  with  wiii*?8  tioire  and  8h*on^,  oh  in  liarrow-like  form  tliey  hur- 
ried down  the  valley,  and  now  and  then  the  fanner  in  his  field 
would  hoar  a  Ktrange,  wild  cry,  coming  seemingly  ft'om  mid 
heaven,  an  a  fiock  of  swans,  flying  more  than  one  hnndred  and 
twenty  miles  an  honr,  clove  the  air  thousands  of  feet  above  the 
nionnlainK.  As  the  days  wcMit  by,  the  loaves  of  Hie  trees  merging 
from  their  bright  dappled  colors  into  a  dull  uniform  brown,  di'oppcd 
to  the  earth  and  were  swept  by  the  winds  into  dusty,  crackling 
torrents,  and  borne  (jo  unknown  resting  [ilaces  on  the  bosom  of 
every  tinkling  rill.  The  turnips  were  dug,  potatoes  garnered  in 
the  cellar,  apples  carried  to  the  cider-mill  and  the  corn  wasstjuskcd 
for  husking. 

The  cider  mill !  Who  does  not  have  one  in  recollection.  Thev 
nindo  cider  at  Mr.  Nathnniel  (lougirs  in  those  days.  Mr.  Samuel 
Merrill  built  the  first  and  only  one  in  the  Kast-parte;  then  old  Mr. 
Batchelder  and  Mr.  Foote  each  had  one  on  Pine  hill,  and  Capt. 
Joseph  MeiTill  one  by  the  village  burying  ground.  What  pleasant 
mouHM-ios  of  bins  of  russet,  nul,  and  golden  a])ples,  of  the  great 
cog-wheels,  of  tho  hoi*se  going  round  and  round  attached  t^i  the 
croaking  crane,  tin;  crushed  apples  in  the  gn?at  trough,  the  lai^ge 
wooden  screws  that  compressed  the  cheese  that  was  put  on  so 
neatly  in  fr(».«h  yellow  straw,  (he  gushing  juice  that  flowed  so 
freely  at  every  turn  of  the  havers,  into  the  great  holder  beneath, 
and  us  boys  with  ojiton  straws  smoking  our  fill  from  the  little 
brooklet  running  down,  bettor  pleased  and  happier  than  kings. 
May  the  picture  of  the  old  cider-mill  never  fade  away. 

Husking  bees  were  common  then  in  our  handet  among  the 
hills,  they  are  conunon  in  Warren  now.  (Jcnemlly  tiiey  were  on 
pleasant  evenings  in  ihc  early  part  of  October.  They  had  one  at 
Joseph  Me  mil's  this  season,  the  grandest  one  of  the  year.  The 
people  <*<)|loct<*d  from  nearly  every  district  in  tx>wn,  my  father  and 
his  numerous  brothers,  the  Clough  boys,  the  Patches,  the  Clements, 
consisting  of  several  families, —  t)ld  Obadiah  would  not  go, —  the 
iMerrilTs,  and  they  were  numerous,  the  lhitcheldei*s,  Uichardsons, 
Lunds,  Pillsburys,  Dows,  and  nniny  otlici*s,  were  there.  Tho  com 
was  piled  in  the  «!entre  of  the  capacious  kitchen,  and  ai'ound  the 
heap  squatted  the  buskers.    The  room  was  abundantly  as  well 
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spectrally  lighted  fh)m  the  imincnseilro-place  briskly  glowing  with 
pitch  knots  and  clumps  of  Imrk.  Iloys  and  girls,  young  men  and 
their  wives,  and  some  old  people  listened  to  songs  and  varied  their 
1al>or8  with  sut^h  pleasantry  as  was  naluinl  to  the  occasion.  Oreat 
aitlor  was  evinced  in  pursuit  of  the  i*ed  car,  for  which  pie^te  of  for- 
tune the  discoverer  liad  tlie  privilege  of  a  kiss  from  any  lady  lie 
should  nominate.  Stevens  Knight  was  the  lucky  finder,  and  iieo- 
pie  who  remember  him  can  well  imagine  how  ho  stammered  and 
blushed,  and  reAised  to  kiss  any  girl,  and  how  one  of  ^Squire 
Abel's  daughters  throw  her  arms  around  his  neck  and  gave  hhii  a 
giHtd  smack  amidst  the  shouts  and  laughter  (»f  the  whole  party. 
Nobody  accused  Stevens  Knight  of  bringing  the  red  ear  in  hin 
l>ocket. 

The  pile  was  flnished  and  the  hartl  glossy  ears  weiii  Kloreil 
away  under  the  eaves  of  the  garivt.  Then  new  rider  and  old  wax 
passed  around,  and  some  had  sonielliiiig  slri>iiger.  All  now 
reimirod  to  the  hall  over  the  bar-room;  Hit;  violin  kouihIihI  and 
tlie  young  folks  formed  for  a  dance.  Enoch  11.  Weeks  danced  witli 
Sally  Little,  Col.  Ik^ij.  (leiiH'iil  willi  Mi>^  Dolly  <iove,  Nallianiel 
Copp  with  Miss  Mary  IMllsbury,  and  so  on;  we  have  forgotten 
the  names  of  the  ot hoi's.  Hilly  lhx>ck  the  tiddler  was  a  granil 
musician  and  his  very  soul  seemed  broathing  in  his  music*  All 
gloom  disapiKiarod  and  fun  and  fmlic  saw  them  into  the  small 
hours. 

ForJ^varicty  came  the  supper.  Thei-c  were  gi-eat  dishes  of 
beans  and  Indian  pudding,  pumpkin  pics,  i>cwter  plattei's  full  of 
dough-nuts,  sweet  cakes,  fruit  and  clu^esc,  cider,  liottles  of  native 
wine  and  spirits  washing  it  down.  And  then  they  danced  again. 
We  won*t  go  home  till  morning,  was  the  way  they  did  at  this  happy 
husking. 

Who  can  hlanio  tlienil     rcacc,  pIcMity,  and  IumiHIi  had  ronii*, 

*  Hilly  ItitN'k  wiiH  <il  ICyofriilt*,  VI.,  iiml  waH  llir  Ih>kI  lli|«lh*r  in  nil  lliu  ciMiiitry 
roiiiMl.  llu  woiilil  lialanrt;  a  iiiiiiliU'i-  oC  uliir>k)  on  liin  licatl,  ilanco  witli  il,  li«* 
down  on  Uiv  lloor  wiUi  il  ami  all  llic  liniv  \n:  |»la>inK  tin*  violin  lor  oUuth  to  ilniirc:. 

Nutliniilul  Co)>|i  IriiMl  (o  ihhile  for  a  party,  conld  only  play  <iuc  tnnv,  bruku  tlio 
Uddlu  HlrinKH  IryniK  lo  play  anotlirr.  ami  tlie  parly  broke  np'in  a  linlT.  Tlioy  msnt 
over  llie  llelKlil-o'-tan«l  to  ^t't  IIk;  litjille  lor  hint. 

Mrti.  .Jonathan  (,'lonKli.  then  Mi>b  TilUlMiry,  ilanreil  with  Joheph  I'aleli,  Jr. 
Mury  I'iiUlmry  with  .iohiina  (Jojtp,  Jr.  Sally  l.itlle  lunl  Taniar  Lilllu  ihincvil. 
The  I'ateheti  wei-c  ail  tlanrern.  Jo.^hua  fopp,  M,  daneeil.  lUt>ey,who  niarri«*<l 
Jouei»li  Farnliani,  Sully,  who  niarrietl  '.Siiuire  Weekb,  Muiy,  who  married  Mr.  Clark 
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iiiid  why  rIiouM  not  i\w  ])0(>])lo  of  our  gi*cat  liistory  bo  happy  at 
tliocloHO  of  Ko  fniilfiil  niid  ])rosporou8  a  yciiras  1817. 

fif  liMiiflitfl', 'Si|iiir(i  AlurPtf  UniiKiiUirH,  till  iluiictMl.  Dolly  (Jovo  ntid  ItKHcy  Cjovn, 
Stilly  \Vliit(>  mill  Until  \VliiUt,(N>l.  Culo,  fnthor  of  n.Qiiinry  Colo,  till  of  WviUworth, 
liMrtl  to  roiiii*  to  W.'iiTi'ii  to  ilaiiro.  AImo  MIma  Dolly  VtiffO.  tfoiiiitlinn  (ylcmcnt'H 
^ii-N,— Olio  of  tliiMii  iiirirrli'fl  iiiiclr  Tom  rillHliiiry,  niid  ilio  ollirr  l.t.  rfrkiiiH  Kcl< 
lowH,— ilMiirnl.  Co\.  IWmi.  <;i('iii(*iit  Ih  tlui  Hon  ol  .loiialliuu  Clciiiuiil,  iiiiik(M*i>cr.— 
A118011  Mcrnll'H  HUitniuMit. 


CIIAPTEH  VIIT. 


WHAT  A  WOMAK  CAN  IK)  AND  HOW  8HK  Dn>  IT;  Ott  THB  ACCOM- 
PLISHMKNT  OK  ONK  OK  THK  tIKKATKST  *'  KK<^U18ITI':S  **  OK  THK 
LAST  CKNTUUYy   VlZ:   THK  BUH.OINU  OK   A   MEETING   HOUSE. 


Rev.  peter  POAVERS  preached  the  first  sermon  in 
Warren,  Rev.  Elijah  R.  Stibiii  bi-ou^ht  the  doctrines  of  John 
Wesley,  Methmlism,  to  our  hamlet  ainonj^  the  liills,  and  R4*v.  Jo- 
seph IkKNly  founded  a  society  of  Ki-cewill  Ihiplists  in  the  vuHoy. 
These  and  their  associates  preached  somelimes  out  in  the  o\hsu 
air,  somelimes  in  the  lionses  or  hums  of  the  settlers,  and  some- 
times in  the  schooMiouses ;  for  as  yet  thci*e  tV^as  no  mcetini^-liouse 
in  Warren.  The  fii*st  gcnenition  of  Warrcn^s  settlers  had  tried 
hard  to  build  one  durin;^  the  hist  yc^ai's  of  the  ci<^lil(!enni  ctuilury, 
but  had  failed  in  the  attempt  luui  then  the  enterprise  slumbered.* 

'Squire  Jonathan  Mcrriirs  wife  had  died,  lie  found  anotlier 
lady-love,  the  widow  (yhellis,  down  country,  and  eventually  mar- 
ried and  brought  her  to  live  in  Warren. f  She  told  the  'Squire  tlmt 
it  was  a  shame  for  so  nmart  a  town  as  Wari*en  to  be  without  a 

*  ISOG. — "  V^oteil  to  chcK>8e  a  coinniiUoe  (>r  six  persons  for  llic  purpose  of  n|>- 
pointiii;;  another  coniniUtee  of  three  iudineriMU  persons  living  out  of  town,  Tor  tho 
purpose  or  est.'iblishin^j;  n  nuitaUle  iilai'o  in  thi.-^  town  for  crertinK  u  house  lor  pub- 
lie  lueeiiuKS.  (/hose  ('ol.  Ohmllah  ChMncnt,  William  Unller,  Kir. .Jonathan  Kellows, 
Cnpt.  .Joseph  I'ati'.h,  Lieut.  Steplien  Flanders,  anti  Mr.  Aaron  Welch,  lor  the  al>ovu 
montioueU  eoniniittee." 

Dec.  17,  IrtJ'I  — "  Voted  not  to  build  a  meeting-house  in  the  town  way,  but  that 
we  are  willinjc  it  should  be  tlone  by  subscriptntn." 

I'aitl  William  llutler  lor  money  he  paid  the  roniniittee  i'or  apiminting  n  idatuj  to 
t»ct  u  nieeling-house,  $15  W.  For  e.\|>en&es  at  C'leuienl's, 7Uc.— 8eleflnien'»  lu'conlM, 
Vol.  i. 

t  The  widow  Chellis  was  fW>m  Amesbury,  Mass. 
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iiiccliii«»f-li<>iis(».  Sh(^  told  U.  <o  liiiii  (wico,  uiid  rIm!  gjivo  liim  chHaiii 
locluH's  on  the  subject;  in  short  she  ^ave  him  no  ])cjicc  till  ho 
came  to  tliink  tis  she  did  about  it,  and  until  he  had  Btirrcd  up  the 
whole  town  about  the  matter  and  made  them  all  feel  that  it  was 
an  **  abomiuable  shame  -'  for  the  town  to  be  without  a  mccling- 
house. 

So  in  the  seloctmc^nship  of  Joseph  Patch,  Jr.,  Moses  II.  Clem- 
ent, and  Sk4)hen  KiandcM's,  18 IS,  the  citizens  of  our  little  democ- 
nu'.y  in  (ieneral  Assembly  voled  (o  build  a  mecUin'^-house,  the 
size  to  be  forty  feet  by  lirty  feet  within  joint.  Chose  Jonathan 
Merrill ,  Nathaniel  ('lou<;h,  Abel  Merrill,  and  James  AVilliams  a 
connnittee  to  superint^Mid  its  buildin<;,  and  for  that  purpose  was 
appropriated  all  the  money  due  the  town  on  the  leases,  iucludlng 
the  ])reseut  year,  and  also  the  avails  of  the  wild  land  belonging  to 
the  town.     What  can't  a  wonnin  <lo?  * 

To  the  building  of  the  house  the  committee  proceeded  iu  right 
good  earnest.  The  frame,  that  good  old  oaken  one,  which  is  yet  as 
good  as  new,  was  hauled  from  many  a  dark  recess  of  the  old  woods, 
the  inhabitants  ready  to  assist,  giving  many  a  long  day's  work. 
In  Hi(^  neighborhood  of  >Vacliipauka  pond  where  IIh*  Indians  used 
to  camp  tlu^  oaks  were  cut,  and  the  long  timbers  for  the  ceiling 
over  head ;  and  the  masts  in  (he  steeple,  nearly  a  hundred  feet  high, 
came  down  from  Pine  hill,  the  lirst  selectman,  Joseph  Patch,  Jr., 
having  taken  the  job  to  put  them  upon  the  ground.  Reuben  Clif- 
ford was  the  master  workman ;  he  could  handle  abroad  axe  better 
than  any  man  in  town,  and  he  could  hew  almost  as  smooth  t\R  one 
could  plane.  Amos  Little  and  James  Dow  helped  hew.  James 
Williams  took  a  job  of  boring,  and  Samuel  Knight  made  pins. 
People  loved  to  come  and  look  on,  and  the  master  workman  would 
good  natui-cdiy  say,  "  You  must  bring  somelhing  to  treat  with  if 
you  want  to  sl^)p  about  here."  The  people  were  so  well  pleased 
with  his  work  and  the  enterprise,  that  he  got  many  bottles  of  old 
rum  to  drink. 

\\y  (he  lirst  of  July  the  frame  was  ready  for  erection,  and  the  i».^ 

**  Fourth-' was  decided  to  be  the  time  when  the  raising  should 
tiike  place.  What  preparations  werc  made  for  tliat  day!  Tliey 
must  have  a  grand  collation  and  so  the  building  committee  liad  a 
table  construcied,  and  rude  benches  on  each  side  of  it  across  Uie 

/ 

J 
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entire  common.  All  day  long  the  third  of  July  the  funners*  wires 
and  tlioir  danghlers  luul  done  their  very  be^t  c4M>kin<^  for  Iho  colla- 
tion. Uow  anxious  they  were  wlien  they  went  to  bed  the  nij^ht 
before  the  raising. 

Tlie  morning  of  tluit  exiietdcil  day  at  last  dawned ;  but  liefore 
the  sun  liad  kindled  a  rosy  light  on  Uie  bald  top  of  Moosohillock, 
or  on  the  gi*een  wooded  summit  of  Mount  Carr,  the  workmen  were 
on  tlieir  way.  Few  indeed  were  the  sleepy  (lersons  found  lliai 
morning,  for  a  raising  was  a  raising  in  those  days,  and  eyery  body 
was  delighted  to  attend ;  but  the  raising  of  a  meeting-house  was  a 
sight  seldom  witnessed  but  once  in  a  life-time. 

From  every  quarter  they  came ;  the  good  nnin  and  his  buxom 
dame,  and  their  I'osy  daughtera  who  hail  8i>ent  a  long  hour  more  ai 
the  toilet  that  morning  tlmn  usual.  All  were  there,  and  by  the 
presence  6f  those  fair  faces  many  a  young  man  was  stimulated  to 
perfoim  herculean  feats  of  lifting  and  mounting  giddy  heights^ 
every  way  worthy  of  his  ancestors.  All  about  the  destined  spot 
lay  strewn  the  heavy  timlMsrs.  The  old  men  with  shining  broad 
axes  were  shaping  pins,  or  snuMilhing  the  end  of  many  a  teiioiiy 
while  the  nuister  bnikler,  Kenben  ('lillbnl,  with  ndc  under  hiH 
arm,  and  feeling  the  great  re.s|N»iisibility  i-esting  n]M)n  him,  waa 
moving  hither  and  tliithcr,  now  giving  directions  to  one  party  aud 
then  to  another,  whom  drolly  enon«^h  lie  had  designated  his  oxcu, 
his  steers,  and  his  bulls,  in  order  that  they  might  nioi-e  ix*adily  come 
at  the  woixl.  These  were  tugging,  lil'ling,  and  slniiniiig  tliemaclvcs 
into  veiy  i-cd  faces  as  they  carried  the  heavy  timbei*s  over  the  uu- 
mei*ous  blocks  and  chips.  The  building  connnittee  were  there  also 
giving  instructions  to  each  other,  the  ukaster  builder,  and  every 
one  eliie. 

And  now  one  huge  bix>adside  is  i*eady.  The  rnggcd  yeomanry 
of  WaiTen  ininge  themselves  side  by  side ;  the  master  builder  gives 
the  word,  "*^  All  ready,  heave-er-up!'*  shouting  in  the  most  won- 
derful manner;  and  creaking  and  groaning,  that  old  oaken  biimd- 
side  slowly  rises.  A  pause  —  the  stont  following  poles  hold;  and 
now  long  pike  poles  are  api)lied,  guided  tirndy  by  strong  arms,  luid 
again  that  bri)adside  got^s  up,  as  a  Inisli  conn^s  over  tlit^  anxiouK 
crowil,  eagerly  waleliing,  Iml  wlin  soon  hreallie  more  freely  as  1Im* 
huge  tiinlH3i*s  ereet  S4;ttle  linnly  into  their  ivsting  places.     And 
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HOW  wiili  no  hi(f<rm'd  liaiuls  iliu  n*,iiiuiiiin(^  lirumlKido  uihI  tliu 
<T0Hs-f.iinbci'8  are  put  in  their  phicef^,  and  long  ci*o  the  rays  of  the 
pottin*"^  8un  had  departed,  the  roof,  with  its  crowning  steeple  tow- 
ering above,  was  in  ils  pro])cr  poRition. 

Here  Buncccding  gcnerationn  must  lament  the  loss  of  that 
8i)oech  called  naming  the  house,  every  way  worthy  of  the  occasion, 
whirli  Cyol.  nenjainin  Clement  delivered  from  the  ridge-pole.  The 
gentle  breezes  of  that  Kunmi(».r  day  wafted  it  far  over  the  grccu 
foliage  of  the  Avood  to  the  distant  hill-sides,  Avhei-c  it  was  recorded 
in  their  beautifully  shaded  dells;  but  uo  man  cau  i*cad  their 
l)honogi-aphy.* 

Then  True  Sti^vtMis  e.xliibiled  a  mighty  fiMit  of  jumping  ton 
feet  al  a  leap  on  the  plates  and  cross-timbers,  thirty  feet  above  the 
ground,  tlu^  whole  length  of  the  frame,  and  Samuel  Knight  stood 
on  his  head  upon  the  ridge-pole  and  made  flourishes  with  his  foot 
up  int^  the  clear  sky,  much  to  the  delight  of  the  assembled  multi- 
tude who  held  their  breath  at  the  sight. 

The  oi-ation  and  the  gymnasdc  feats  wero  each  greeted  with  a 
great  shout,  and  then  all  the  cider  possible  was  drank  and  they 
hurried  to  partake  of  the  grand  collation  so  bountifully  prepared 
for  them.  Mrs.  James  Williams,  from  the  East-parte,  took  chai*ge 
of  setting  ^the  tables,  and 'Aunt  Uuth  Ilomau  and  her  beautiflil 
daughters,  and  Mrs.  Daniel  Itamsey  acted  on  the  committee  with 
her.  Mr.  James  Williams  and  Mr.  Sanmel  Merrill  breught  out 
wholes  wjigon  lojids  of  the  very  best  eatables,  and  the  lleech  hill- 
ites  and  the  dwellers  of  Itunaway  ])ond  and  those  from  the  lieight- 
o'-land,  Pine  hill,  the  Summit,  and  the  Forks,  also  brought  a  great 
abundance.  There  was  an  immense  croAvd,  many  ft'om  the  neigh- 
boring tx)wns;t  and  how  they  ate,  for  it  Avas  a  free  collation;  and 


*  It  wu»  r.n«toiii»ry  to  nninc  all  hiiililiniicn.  .Turk  Tniinntil  got  oflT  thin,  JcMe 
l.iltk*  lisiviii^i'.oiiipoKc'il  it  lor  liiiii,  on  a  liiilldliiK  (*ov.  Hniniicl  FlniiUon!  IVAiiicd  for 
Ciov.  Sti'Vi'iiH  Morrill  !— 

**  Hero  Ih  a  l>*nmp  flonorvcH  n  namo, 
llrrr  Im  ri  IrauH*  ih'srrvrH  a  iiniiio. 
ft  II  Im  iiiailr  ol'  Mpnirc!  aii<l  Ka|tliii.i;  )tiiH* — 

it  was  takrn  <lo\vii  o|i|  and  put  up  new, 
And  y»>n  nil  can  8oe  wlint  two  <iovpmor«  can  do.*» 
They  wore  railed  (tovernurn  because  onclilind  had  a  few  votes  for  irovomor  At 
Home  town  meetiuK' 

Then  Ihei-e  wan  a  «hout,  and  they  had  all  the  cider  they  conld  drink. 

t  lllr<' llowanl  anil  Mr.  Samuel  Uennett,  lioth  of  Ilaverhill,  noted  jfamhlem. 
who  alleutleil  all  mn^'lerM  ami  public  ^atheriii^H,  were  pre.Henl.  It  waM  wondernil 
what  KuuiK  ol  money  Ihev  would  ileee.c  out  of  the  Hinipic  country  people.  The 
numerouK  nnecdoUtf*  of  their  exploits  would  fill  a  Tolumo. 
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how  liappy  tlioy  woro  when  they  wont  homo  thut  iiij^ht,  iliiiikiii|^ 
they  would  now  have  such  a  nice  ineoting-houm. 

Captahi  John  Gove,  the  witcli  killer  of  Wcntworthy  and  his 
two  sons,  Edward  and  Winthrop,  all  excellent  cariNsnters,  fiu- 
ished  off  tlio  house.  Captain  Gove  hired  a  room  at  Uie  store  Capi. 
Benjamin  Merrill  built,  and  his  daughters,  Dolly  and  BctBcy, 
cooked  for  and  boarded  them  dunng  the  time.  Messrs.  Tucker  ib 
French,  fh>m  Haverhill,  painted  tlie  outside  and  inside  of  Uio  meet- 
ing-house, steeple  and  all,  and  boarded  at  Joseph  Merrill's  inn 
while  doing  the  work.  Anson  Merrill,  a  boy  then,  raised  the 
money  by  subscription  t(»  paint  the  inside;  but  it  was  not  all 
iinislied  that  year.* 

f fcoi*go  W.  Copp,  son  of  'Stpiire  Joshua  Oopp,  went  over  Uie 
Ileightro'-laud  aud  got  tlie  underpinning  near  Tarleton  lake,  lie 
hammei-cd  and  set  it  very  nicely. 

The  work  progressed  steadily,  and  early  in  the  fall,  thougli  it 
»wa8  not  fully  finished,  the  nicHiting-house  was  dedicated.  Tlio 
widow  Chellis,  'Sqniro  Jonathan's  second  wife,  was  a  Congroga- 
Uonalist,  and  of  course  no  minister  but  a  Oongi'Cgal  ionalist  waf$  fit 
to  preach  the  dedicatory  sermon.  Itev.  Mdward  Kveiis  lived  at 
WentwoHh.  Ho  was  a  talented  man,  pi-eachofl  half  tlio  time  lu 
that  pious  town,  was  a  missionary  the  other  half,  and  during  week 
days  attended  to  the  duties  of  Judge  of  Probate  for  Canillou 
County,  which  office  he  held,  lie  was  tlu^  one  'Squii-e  Jonatliaii's 
wife  selected  to  preach,  and  of  course  he  did  it. 

But  all  the  people  must  be  pleased,  so  Uev.  James  Silencer,  a 
Freewill  Baptist  preacher,  assisted,  making  the  prayer  and  reading 
the  hymns. 

The  choir  of  >Varn;h  wjis  anxious  dial  tlav:  but  its  members 
did  i\w\v  \h*M.,  tfost^iili  Itoynduif  was  li*a(l(M\  and  an  oxrrllcnt 
singer  was  he.  Betsey  Kniglil,  daugliler  of  Samuel,  sung  air, 
Mrs.  Josc^pli  Uoyiilon, —  Sally  Kiii'rlil  oin*e, —  sanj^  ronnleroralto, 
while  Hetsey  Little,  Jesse  Little,  Benj.  Little  aud  olliers  assisted. 
The  critics  of  those  days  said  the  choir  did  exceedingly  well. 


*  Natliuiiiul  RicliaitUuii  hIiuvcmI  the  HiiiiigivM  put  uu  lliu  uld  uiecliiiK-liou«o. 

t  FiiHtnU. — .)oHc|>li  un«l  (hi  uido,  hoiis  oi'  .losepli  Uityiitiiii,  oiicc  liail  a  fUncrul 
ovtii'  n  Ki'<'(!«>*l><MM'('r-  Tlic^'  dii^  a  ;;r»vc,  |Mvarlu*«l  ami  saiif;.  ami  llu*ii  pntyiMl  that 
**tliti  Lui-U  iiiiKlii  l>e  incrciriil  to  lliu  lcas>t«>t  aiitl  la>sU'>t  iviiiainti  «»!'  )i*  p(K>r  (rrasK* 
hop|H!r."  Orlaiiilo,  it  i8  Miiil,  shed  tearh,  and  a  whole  gLMieralioo  iviiieuilH;iv<l  tliaU 
prayer.    lantlia,  a  MiHter  of  Joneph  and  Orlamlo,  waA  chiel'  luoiinicr. 
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Kdwiird  Evens  was  hired  to  preach  in  Warixjii  half  tlie  time, 
for  Hcveral  yeai-s,  and  the  town  voted  in  1819  to  appropriate  the 
iiiti^rcKl.  of  tlio  miniHlor  huidn  (4>ward8  payintr  liini.* 

An<M-  Ukj  dcdiaiHon  vnnw,  the  sale  of  the  pews.  Tlicy  were 
set  up  at  auction  as  is  usual  in  sucli  cases;  the  person  hidding 
Mic  lii^jrhesi  having  Mic  fu'st  choice  and  the  next  hi<^hoKt  the  next 
choice,  and  so  on  till  all  were  sold.  Amos  Little  got  thehestpow, 
the  right  hand  front  one,  in  the  hroad  aisle.  He  said  he  was  not 
going  to  be  second  to  anybody  in  relation  to  pews.  'Squire  Jona- 
llian  Morrill  g«)t  the  next,  the  lell  hanil  front  one.  Jle  jirelcndcd 
to  be  a  little  niortilied  bcciuiae  ho  did  not  get  the  tlret;  but  shrewd 
folks  said  he  was  sharp  and  had  got  the  best  ihjw  allcir  all  —  the 
widow  Chellis  thought  it  was  the  best. 

James  >Villianis,  Moses  11.  Clement,  and  Joseph  Merrill,  each 
had  pews  back  of  Amos  Little's  on  the  right-hand  side  of  tlie  broad 
aisle,  in  their  order,  and  Abel  MciTill,his  son  Daniel  Merrill,  and 
William  Kellcy,  had  them  in  the  same  nuinner  back  of  'Squire 
Jonatlunfs. 

Sept.  21,  1819,  at  a  town  meeting  held  for  the  purpose,  the 
following  report  of  tlie  building  committee  was  read  and  accepted, 
viz: — 

Ut.  The  meeting-house  finished  except  the  painting. 

2</.  All  (he  |»ews  dispomul  of  and  are  the  property  of  the  pur- 
chasers when  paid  for,  otherwise  the  pmperty  of  the  committee. 
The  purchasers  and  owners  of  ]>ews  to  have  the  liberty  Uy  pass  and 
repass  (he  doors  and  aisles  to  and  from  said  pews  whenever  the 
doors  arc  open  for  public  worship  or  town  meetings. 


*  Hnni!*tn'H,-^Vn\i\  K.ihvnrd  K.vriiH  lor  iin*iirliiiiK  in  IN2II,  f  lO.mi. 

IH'i:!.— I'M  NfWMli  <;iiiv(M',  f 7i^o.  Mr.  SMIIh,  t7.M.  Mi'.  WtiMlilmni,  |n2.(N),  nil  fur 
|»n*:i«*liiii^  llwil  yrnr. 

|{i*v.  KihvMnI  MvniH  wiih  Hclllrd  in  Kiiflriil,  N.  II.,  niid  wnn  iliMinlRHOfl  In  ISM. 
Il«*  WiiH  <|iiili>  popiiliir,  mill  rolliMii*<|  ii  rhiin*li  of  iiol  fur  IVoiii  it  liiiiiilnMl  iiiciiilN'rH. 
Itiil  Mr.  KvciiH  w.'iH  mo/  nil  orUinlox  roii^n'K:nlloiiiiliHl,  nor  wnH  Iun  cliiircJi  lui  or> 
llioilox  rhiirch  of  Hint  order.  Ai^lmI  iK'o|ile  who  knew  lilni  well  eny  that  In  Bcnti- 
niciit  he  M'nfi  nlwHys  n  MethodiHt.— Ilipt.  oC  N.  II.  Chnrchcfl,  Mi. 

Kcv.  .lonnthnn  Ilovev,  of  Picnnoiit,  uRCtl  to  pranch  nt  Wnrrcn,  orcnsionnlly. 
lie  wns  n  eoiijcrrexntionnfiftt,  nnd  Col.  Obniliah  Clement  nnd  old  Mm.  Ben.  Krown 
admired  him  very  inncli.  Tlicy  used  to  sny  thoy  wished  ho  would  drive  tho  Ueih* 
odi.«<tM  nil  out,  nnd  then  tliey  would  hnvonone  hut  decent  pi-cnchlng. 

/'at/  for  f'rrftrhhif/.—^llcv.  Mr.  llnvncfi  occafllonnlly  |)i*cnehed  In  Warren,  but 
lived  nt  Koniney.  Lemuel  Kcexer,  fnnkeeper,  onec  t<ild  hini  thnt  he  would  pay 
him  lor  ptvncliiirff  in  ^rnin.  lie  took  a  two  huHliel  hnfc.  put  in  wheat,  com.  rye, 
oatH,  liailey,  Inirk-whent,  India  whent,  nnd  n  lew  nninll  iiotntocH,  nnd  rnrritMl  It  to 
tlie  pni'Hoii.  The  hitter  looked  nt  it  nnd  mihl  he  e.onld  not  mnke  anythinir  out  of  it. 
Ke4*/.er  llnlteriiiKly  replii^l,  "  Well,  parnon,  yon  can  make  JuMt  as  luuoli  out  ul*  li  an 
I  can  out  of  your  proachlnK.*' 
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Sd,  Tho  other  parts  of  the  liouso  to  bo  for  the  use  of  the  town 
uiK>ii  tlie  foIlowiii«jf  cumlilioiiH,  vix:  Tliut  thti  t«>wii  jmy  over  to  Uie 
committee  all  the  money  and  land  they  a^i*ec<l  to  ;^ive  to  encour- 
age a  committee  to  undcrtjikc  to  Iniild  Miitl  mectiii<^-lioii8ey  which 
was  three  hundred  doUai-s  or  thei^'alM>uts. 

4th.  The  committee  i*e8i>ectfnlly  request  the  town   to  unite 

with  them  and  adopt  the  best  measures  or  means  to  finish  psiut- 

ing  the  house  and  ei-uct  d(K)r-sleps. 

JONATHAN  MKUUn.L,     ^ 
NATIIANIKL  rU)UGII/  L,^„„.-._ 

JAMRS  WILLIAMS,!  J 

N.  R. — ^There  are  demands  in  the  Imuds  of  the  Ooniiulttae 
arisin<;  fiinn  the  Haiti  of  (w<»  im*\vh,  vi/:  nnnilMir  f4»riy-4>iM)  luiil 
forty-two,  to  tlie  amount  4>f  lilly  dollars  or  nitire,  U'^ides  wliui  we 
have  laid  out  painliii;^  said  niee(in«;-lionHe4 

Ueader,  tiie  lirat  time  I  ever  went  to  meeting  it  was  in  this 
old  meeting-house,  and  I  sat  in  miniber  forty-one.  It  was  on  tlie 
right  of  the  pulpit  in  the  botly  of  the  house,  and  was,  like  all  the 
vaulf  a  very  large  i>ew,  t  welve  feet  long  antl  eight  fiHit  wide.  Tliero 
were  banistera  in  the  pew  walls,  seats  on  two  sides  that  tonied  up 
during  prayer  and  often  fell  down  *^  slam."  My  motlier  used  to 
stand  me  on  the  scat  when  they  sang,  and  I  oltcn  anmseil  myiielf 
turning  one  of  the  loose  banisters  to  make  it  squeak  during^  ser- 
mon. What  an  object  of  wonder  was  the  sounding  board  over 
the  minister*s  head.  Once  1  iLskcd  what  it  was  for,  and  they  told 
mv.  '*  tiiat  it  was  placed  there  h(»  that  if  the  nrnii>tcr  t4>ld  ai  lie  it 
would  fall  on  his  head  and  kill  him.''  The  pulpit  was  a  little  castle 
high  up.    With  what  veneration  I  tii*st  enteix^l  it.    In  it  was  a 

*  Niillmiiiul  CIuiikIi  <'tiiii«!  iVoni  llaiii|»HtrH<i,  N.  II. 

t'fmiioM  WilluiiiiH  rniiiu  IVoiii  Ihivrrliill,  M:ihm.,  tiiiil  wnt^  it  iliu>(*oiMlititi  «>r  llmii- 
iiuli  DiiHtiii  (if  liiiiiaii  raiiu^  Mr  liail  (uic  ol'  Uvr  iHM\U'i*  |>I:iU.*h  wliicli  was  aiuirkml 
"  II.  l).**     A  Mi'H.  (^riKik  liiiH  llic  pliilr  now. 

I  Ltn'k  on  ,}frttinif-llittmi'  lhnn\ — iaroli  Wliilrlifi'iiiovnl  awii>  ii|»  couiilrj  alMiui 
lliiH  liiiiu.  It  waH  lllalit*illll^iy  bai«l  ul'  liiiii  iliat  In*,  like  soiiio  (lUun*  Itilkb,  wouki  lie 
vrhoii  the  Inilli  would  (lu  a  Koo^l 'l**i>n>cticr.  lie  woiiM  trll  IiIm  iuM);lilMir«  wliai  « 
|M>Wi*iTiil  lork  lliuy  |Mit  on  llic  nu'ctint^-lionHi'  i|i>i>r  in  Warren,  lie  said  it  %rxia  ontf  uf 
llii)  nioHl  I'cniurkaltli*  liM'kn  ('Vt-r  niadt^  ni  niiMlfin  linu's;  thai  il  wax  ^o  IniTn*  tlial  li 
iv<|nii'ctl  a  "  liand-apckc"  to  inrn  Hit'  kr>  ;  tliat  wlicu  llie  l»oU  i«na|iiHHl  back  ii 
muilu  8u  loud  a  noidc  liial  it  cuuld  l»c  heard  a  niilu. 

He  wuuhl  tell  tliu  8tory  in  hurli  an  honoHt  manner  that  hU  A-icudsi  IhouKlit  it 
was  true,  and  when  they  came  down  markelini;  in  the  w  inter  they  would  rirl]  at 
.lotieph  MeiriiPs  inn  near  the  nieeliuic-honse,  and  abk  to  l>o  «howu  the  wonderAil 
luck. 
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cricket  for  pliort  ministx^rR  to  stjuid  ii])Oii,  mid  tlic  window  behind 
Avitli  its  cin'nliir  »jluss  avjik  a  wonderful  piece  of  nrehitceture.  In 
the  norlli  porch  was  (lie  lilack  (able  and  ])all  used  in  hnryinjj;  the 
dead.     How  I  dreaded  the  north  jiorch,  how  shunned  it. 

At  fii-st  tlH\v  ha<l  no  fires  in  the  inectin<2f-liouse  and  in  Avintcr 
the  nunislfM*  used  to  preai*li  with  wool(*n  niitteufl  on  Iiis  hands  ami 
our  inolluMK  would  cnrrv  tlie  old  fashioned  fo(»t  stx>ves,  which  tliov 
would  replenish  noon  limes  at  *los(*pli  MerrilTs  inn,  to  ket^p  IIkmu- 
selves  warm  (hiring  servi<*c.  Stoves  wore  j)Ut  into  the  meetini^- 
housc  in  IS.'U). 

Mr.  James  Dow  was  tlu^  tvthin<^man  in  the  new  church.  He 
sat  to  the  left  of  the  minister,  under  the  edge  of  the  long  gallery 
that  extemled  on  three  sides  of  the  house.  One  Saldmth,  while 
the  minister  was  preaching,  a  large  yellow  (h)g  started  from  the 
right  and  traveled  round  the  whole  edge  of  the  gallery  till  he  C4imc 
to  the  point  over  l^iu'le  l>ow's  head.  Addison  W,  Gcndd  from 
the  lOast-parte  sat  there,  and  the  Devil  wliis])ered  in  Mr.  (ierald'8 
ear,  **  l*ush  the  yellow  cur  otf."  No  sooner  said  than  it  was  done. 
The  poor  heast  falling  tifleen  feet,  struck  on  Uncle  Dow's  bald 
head;  it  hurt;  and  the  '*  purp  *-  he  yelled  and  he  yowled.  Uncle 
Dow,  who  was  dozing,  s[)rang  to  his  feet,  stamped  furiously  and 
at  the  same  instant  sung  out  in  a  voice  like  thunder,  ''Ahem! 
Ahem!  I  hope  the  owner  will  k(*ep  that  dog  to  homo  and  stay  to 
home  himself."  Of  course  the  choir  never  smiled  nor  the  audience 
either.  The  minister  also  preserved  his  dignity;  but  one  thing  ir 
certain,  he  closed  the  services  in  very  short  metix*.* 

One  Sabbath  at  nu^cting,  I  distinctly  remember  hearing  my 
father  who  always  sat  in  the  singing  seats  aboA'c,  he  was  town  clerk 
too,  cry  out,  '*  Hear  ye,  hear  ye  I  notice  is  hereby  given  that  Russell 
K.  Clement  and  Hetsey  ICinnes  intend  marriage. '*  Tliei*e  was  a 
gran<1  sens:i(ioii,  for  they  all  thought  Uuss(«1l  was  a  coutirmcd  old 
bachelor:  but  ]icrhaps  no  more  sensation  than  was  customary  on 
publishing  the  **  bans.'* 

In  the  long  row  of  meeting-house  sheds  avo  school  boys  used  to 
l)lay  '*  I  spy.'*  *'  hide  and  reek,"  **  tag,'*  and  **  goal,"  and  sometimes 
plagued  (he  wrens  that  had  their  nests  in  the  braces,  or  watched 
the  SAvallows  which  always  built  in  the  old  belfry. 

♦  f  ion.  Miriuu'l  r.  Morrill'H  nlnUntiont. 
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Our  fathera'  moeriiig-liouMc  was  used  lor  forty  voiirR,  then  it 
became  too  unfa>tliionablo  for  a  intire  fashionable  gcncimlioii.  In 
1859  it  was  moved  back  to  the  northeast  corner  of  the  cu>niiuony 
altere4l  to  a  more  modem  style,  and  now  within  the*  same  walls 
and  under  the  same  nM»f  that  IUmiInui  (/litlbnl,  Amos  LiLlh^  niitl 
Jamt*^  Dow  hewed  and  fkiimed,  the  dwellern  of  Warri'ii  worship. 


Ill  littn  Uu)  Utwn  niiiMNi   ndy-M^vcii  dollars  niiil  Hixlv*Uin*o  rciilM  in  lieu  *»€ 

«v«ili»  wf  Uki  will!  Iniul  voted  iu  lltu  itouiiiiiUc«*  tt|i|MiiiiUnl  lu  build  llio  ntii-l  iiig- 
houM)  iu  1»IS.— bcc  Tuwu  Hook. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


A  «;ay  mttlr  oiiaptkh  about  witches. 


We  rIiouIcI  not  pcrfonii  our  wliolo  diifry  iw  a  fnithfnl  Iiisto-  * 
nan  unices  wc  should  dopict  the  tlioughts,  beliefs,  and  opinions  of 
this  second  gcncnition  of  Warren's  citizens.  AVe  feel  oni-selves 
more  especially  called  upon  to  be  faithful  to  this  period',  because  a 
few  inventions,  of  no  great  wonder  now,  werc  to  make  a  I'adicAl 
change  in  society.  We  i-efer  to  the  steam-ship,  rail-car,  telegraph, 
friction  matches,  and  the  like. 

In  those  good  old  times  when  they  had  none  of  these,  divers 
superstitions  were  rife,  and  our  ancestoi^s  devoutly  believed  that  if 
a  dog  howled  in  the  night  some  one  in  the  neighborhood  was 
going  t>o  die  sure;  that  if  the  scissors,  knife,  or  any  sharp  thing 
fell  t4>  the  tloor  and  stood  up  st might,  some  visitor  was  coming; 
that  if  a  looking-ghiss  wan  broken,  the  person  breaking  it  or  some 
Illative  would  die  befom  the  y<»ar  was  out;  that  if  a  knife  or  pair 
of  s(*issoi*s  WHS  given  U)  a  friend  without  making  him  give  a  |>cnny 
or  some  amount  of  money  for  it,  love  between  them  would  cer- 
tainly be  ml;  thid.  if  thrm  were  tea  grounds  or  bubbles  swim- 
nting  on  I  Ik*  tea,  as  many  strangers  as  grounds  or  bubbles  were 
con»ing;  that  if  one  stubbed  the  lefl.  foot  they  weix5  not  wanted 
where  they  were  going,  but  if  it  was  the  right  they  would  bo 
welcome;  that  to  s])ill  the  salt  was  a  bad  omen;  and  tJie  ticking  of 
a  little  bug  in  the  wall  was  a  sure  sign  of  death,  and  also  forty  or 
raoi*e  other  like  sui>erstitions. 

But  tJiey  also  believed  many  otlicr  Uiings  much  more  eerioae, 
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and  amoii^  them  in  witches  niul  j^hosta.  Kvery  town  Iuia  had  its 
wi(4ih  oi*  wixiird;  hnl  if  tnulilioii  is  cm-nHri,  Wanvn  luis  luiil  iiion) 
than  its  sliara.  It  is  told  tliat  in  ohlen  times,  wlicn  there  wore  but 
few  clearings  in  town,  a  young  man,  Jonathan  Ikfcrrill,  went  to 
see  Ills  lady-U>ve.  While  tliei*c  tlic  liappy  moincnti<  flew  Rwitl  iiihI 
time  luid  ci-ept  far  into  the  small  hours  l>efore  he  thought  of  taking 
his  leave.  On  his  way  home  he  had  to  cross  a  stream  on  the  tniiik 
of  a  fallen  tree;  and  when  he  arrived  at  this  point,  as  he  wtiM  stc|»- 
ping  uiM>n  the  log  tliat  was  shade<l  hy  thick  foliage,  and  tlirough 
which  a  few  straggling  rays  of  the  moon  struggled,  he  saw  Ktan4l- 
ing  on  the  other  end  a  white,  airy  figure  which  looke<l  to  him  any- 
thing hut  luirthly.  lie  gaze<l  upon  it  for  )i  f(;w  moments  an<l  then 
ste])ped  from  the  log.  As  Uv.  did  so  tli«*  tignn*.  folhiwed  his  exam- 
ple, and  he  saw  it  standing  on  Ihe  water,  lie  now  thouglit  lie 
would  venture  across,  hut  tlie  moment  he  was  on  the  log  n^in, 
tluit  light  form  was  thei*e  also.  Filled  with  terror,  he  gavo  onn 
moro  look,  beheld  as  ho  thought,  a  ghastly  visage,  then  turtiecl 
quick  a]>out  and  run  with  all  Iuk  might  to  the  house  when;  lie  hail 
so  agnseidily  h|m*.iiI  the*  evening.  Ilciv.  he  wailed  (ill  day-light  Inv 
fore  returning  litniie.  Young  Merrill  always  l>elieved  he  ssiw  « 
witch  that  night. 

Some  folks  liave  told  the  writer  that  they  did  not  bcliex'B  thin 
slory  at  all,  and  one  cstimnhic  lady,  daughter  of  Caleb  I  Ionian, 
said  it  happened  down  country  wlic^n  'Squire  *loiia(han  Avas  court- 
ing his  wife.  The,  same  lady  said  witrlics^  used  to  Im)  plenty  down 
at  old  IMaistow;  and  then  she  (old  how  Nat  Tucker,  one  <»f  IJnclu 
Jim  Dow's  iv>1a(ivcs,  once  sold  komic  walnuts  in  old  Haverhill, 
nnich  to  (he  disph^axnre  of  a  (;er(uiii  elderly  lady.  That  niglit 
Tucker  and  IiIh  wife  (M)uld  not  sleep;  nil  niglit  long  theit^  was  a 
rattling  of  walnuts  on  the  kitchen  hearth.  Most  wonderful  t4» 
narrate,  (he  next  morning  when  (lu^y  arose  (ln're  was  every  iden- 
(ical  walnut  \n\v\\  np  1ik<!  cannon  balls  in  (he  form  of  a  iiyniinicl 
on  (he  liearth-s(4>ne.  The  old  Avonian,  the  witch,  had  brouglit 
them  all  back.  Ibit  stranger  yet,  the  silk  handkerchief  that  Mi-s. 
T.  had  used  as  a  night-cap,  when  she  w(Mit  (o  take  it  (i*om  her 
head,  fell  to  the  (loor  cut  in  a  thousand  pieces. 

Foolish  and  superstitious  folks  srandalonsly  said  (hat  (he  wife 

•  OI«l  Mrs.  lUy  wa«*  «>iic  of  Ihe  grt^iU  wiu-lu*t>  of  IMaiKtow. 
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of  Stephen  liiclmrdHoii  waa  a  witeh.  J  lor  sou  Stephen  was  a  lit- 
tle f>nt  of  hiR  hemi,  and  he  hm(\  nhe  bewitched  hun.  Wlien  hb 
friends  tried  to  n>!ison  with  liini,  he  wonhl  Hay,''(irood  Ijonl,  if 
yon  had  neen  her  e(Mnin;;  over  the  rid^^epole  of  tlie  lionRC  in  the 
air  as  many  times  as  I  have,  in  tlie  8hai>o  of  a  hog,  you  would 
beli<»vc  she  was  a  witch/'  Moses  Ellswortli's  "wife,  Susan,  took  her 
mother's  part,  and  Stephen  Richardson,  Jr.,  used  to  wish  that  he 
had  I  hem  hotli  harnessed  so  Nathan  AVilh^y  eoidd  drive  them  with 
a  good  stout  stage  whip  hauling  hay  out  of  his  swamp. 

Stilhnan  l^arker's  wife,  who  was  a  sister  of  Lemuel  Kcczer, 
was  wrongfully  and  maliciously  accused  of  being  a  witch  and  wo 
are  very  glad  <4>  here  have  an  opportunity  of  vindicating  her  good 
name.  It  In  said,  among  other  things,  she  bewit>ched  a  calf  and  it 
happened  in  this  wise.  Joseph  Meriill,  inn-keeper,  was  a  super- 
intendent of  the  turnpike,  and  one  spring  day  when  the  bird 
rlierry-trees  were  in  blossom,  was  cleaning  out  a  dit<;h.  When 
he  came  down  from  the  Jleight^oMand  he  found  that  old  Mr.  Bar- 
ker had  altered  the  diU^li  so  that  the  water  overllowed  and  ran 
across  the  road.  M(M*rill  called  Barker  out  and  roprovod  him 
pretty  sharply.     Mrs.  Barker  was  msid  about  it.* 

/\  day  or  two  after  Mr.  M.  t.nrned  his  mlves  out  to  pasture 
when*  till*  meeling-honse  sliinds  now,  and  tlu^  next  mcn-ning  went 
ont  to  se(^  how  they  were  getting  along,  lie  foun<l  one  of  them 
lying  on  the  ground  in  a  terrible  tremor,  with  its  eyes  rolling  and 
flashing  towards  the  sky  as  though  it  could  see  a  hundred  old 
witches  there  riding  on  a  hundred  broom-sticks.  Menill  was  con- 
fident Mrs.  B.  had  bewitched  it.,  and  with  his  knife  ho  cut  the  calfs 
ear  otf,  ciirried  it  to  the  house  and  threw  it  on  the  flro.  "  Fll  Ax 
her,"  said  he.  The  calf  from  that  moment  began  to  mend;  but  it 
went  on  its  knees  for  a  while  as  if  doing  penance,  and  only  got  up 

*  A  .Srorc.li  U*nmMior,  loiif?  nffo,  Ptappcrl  nfc  tlio  Moonilatike  honso  ono  winter 
iiil^lil.  Siuiii;?  nroiiiifl  llic  llro  witli  otliovA,  he  8nifl  lie  wan  never  In  Wnrren  but 
nn<M'  l>prnn>,  ami  llinn  it.  U'mh  when  lie  uiin  rluuifirtMl  into  A  lior^o  nn<I  ridden  tlioro 
hy  }i  wil<'li.  Il«'  lold  how  thi\v  hilrhrd  him  with  nUufr  horriOH  nl  n  poflt  by  the  llrfli 
lioiiHp  nil  I  ho  ij;;ht  romiii;;  tip  IVoin  Ihe  Noyt^H  Itriilf^c.  The  whole  pnrtv  or  witches 
went  liilo  llu*  lioiiMo,  and  IVoin  where  he  kIoimI  ho  eould  8(H<!nll  they  fli(l  there;  that 
tlu'V  di'iiikcd  up  Hoini*  wine«  aU*  all  llie  bnMd,  butter,  ure^erven,  tarts,  and  pled, 
anil  eviMi  devoured  Hoinr  Hwert,  f^ood-liMling  nuMlleine  that  Hat  on  the  Hliolf.  Jlo* 
Tore  I  hey  iell  they  eraeke*!  the  HUKiir  bowl. 

TlieHe  thiiiK'*  down  at  Mr.  NoycfMhl  actually  hapi>en.  and  Mni.Noyefi,wlio  waa 
away  IVoin  hmiie  at  (he  time,  w:iM  very  iiiimI  at  Mloii  Sallio  Itarker  who  worked  for 
her,'rorallowinK  such  e4i)M^n4  to  lie  cut  up  in  her  absence.  Hiss  Salliowoii Id  always 
have  been  presumed  gudty  bad  it  not  been  for  Uio  oonAsssioD  of  the  Sootoh  team* 
stor  in  after  years. 
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smart  whon  haying  wa^  ovor  and  tlic  witch  on  tlic  Hcight-o'-land 
had  uiidoi-goiio  a  flt  of  sickness.  1Cx|Ktri<Mic«*d  witdi  killcni  say 
tliat  if  lio  liad  scahlcd  tlic  calf  it  wonld  have  done  just  as  well. 

Tlio  wlfu  of  Mr.  Zacluiriali  rMillonl,  wIhi  wiim  a  KiKtcr  of  Sim- 
eon  Smith,  was  scnndalizcd  in  a  like  manner  w  Mrs.  Darker.  Slic 
lived  on  Red-oak  hill,  and  it  was  perfectly  wonderfiil  wliat  awlbl 
things  she  conld  do.  If  yon  stuck  a  needle  down  in  a  witch's 
track,  it  was  said  she  would  stop  and  lcM>k  round;  if  one  was  pnt 
in  her  shoe  slie  could  not  go  at  nil.  A  slioomaker  down  at  Went- 
worth  made  her  a  pair  of  shoes,  carried  them  home  to  her  and 
whon  she  tiied  them  on  she  said  one  of  them  wasgoo<1  for  nolliiii|^, 
tliat  she  could  not  wear  it  and  tliat  he  must  make  her  anotlier.  lie 
had  broke  off  his  awl  in  the  sole,  but  he  did  not  tell  her  anything 
about  it.  lie  carried  the  shoe  home  «piie(ly,  took  out  the  piece  of 
the  awl  and  when  ho  relurno<1  il  she  Ksiid  it  wiui  a  grand  til  and  I  lie 
best  shoe  she  ever  liad  in  her  life. 

John  t^litfoitl  rx)ui*tefl  a  sister  of  Mrs.  Zack.  (Miffonl,  then 
jilted  her  and  went  courting  a  Gove  girl.  Mrs.  C.  was  awful  mail 
aliout  it,  said  she  wonld  llx  liiin,  and  when  .l(»hn  went  c^mriing' 
after  that  she  would  go  tcMi  as  u  wilrli  and  sit  in  a  s|mre  nMtkiii«;- 
cliair  and  nM*k  all  iiiglil.  The  young  (M»uple  wens  lerrihiy  iilllirliMl 
but  finally  got  ninmed.  Dr.  llomtio  lloutli,  who  kept  scIum»1 
down  on  llie  **  l);\nt  hid«s*^  ^"id  li^  knrw  all  alNHil  Mi's.  C-.'s  pniiikn 
and  tliat  the  stones  about  her  w(ji*c  a^  true  as  the  gospel, —  a  very 
misguided  and  inistiiken  youth. 

But  gossiping  slanderei-s  of  that  day  said  that  the  wife  of  Mr. 
Benjamin  Weeks,  ftlrs.  Sarah  Wt^cks,  had  ten  times  the  )M>wer  tliat 
the  above  mentioned  ladies  possessed.  Invisible  on  her  good  steed, 
a  broom-stick,  she  rode  all  the  country  round  and  was  a  sort  of 
revenging  angel  tor  her  husband. 

One  day,  it  is  said,. Joseph  Merrill,  son  of '8quii*e  AIkjI,  started 
al>out  the  middle  of  the  afternoon  to  (u)nic  home  from  Haverhill. 
Mr.  Weeks  was  thei-e  and  wanted  to  ride  to  AVariTU  with  him. 
Morrill  said  there  was  another  man  to  ride;  that  he  had  as  nnieli 
load  as  he  conld  carry,  and  that  he  eould  not  take  him.  Weeks 
said  if  yon  don't  take  me  yt)n  will  be  sorry  tor  it,  and  yon  won't 
get  home  t«>-night.  Merrill  harneshcd  up  and  drove  out.  as  far  uh 
the  toll-gate,  when  his  hoi-bC,  which  hitherto  had  been  perfectly 
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kind,  kicked  np  and  absolutely  refused  to  go.  Mon*ill  coaxed, 
whipped,  nnd  tlien  coaxed  nj^ain ;  the  horse  laid  down  and  would 
not  l>n<l(j:c  an  inch.  Ailcr  an  honr  spent  in  vain  effort  and  niglit 
coming  on,  Merrill  put  his  horse  in  a  barn  and  walked  back  to  the 
Corner,  wlirre  lie  spent  tlie  niglit.  Tlic  next  morning  the  hoi^se 
went  lionip  in  splendid  manner,  and  ever  after  was  as  kind  as  need 
be.  Mr.  M.  was  peifectly  certain  that  Mi-s.  AV.  Iiad  bewitched  the 
animal. 

One  day  this  lady  of  excellent  reputation  was  sick  and  sent 
her  husband  io  Capt.  Ben.  Merrill's  storo  for  a  pint  of  rum.* 

('apt.  Hon.  and  wile  w<'roaway,  Miriam  PillKbury,  afUn'wards 
Mi*s.  Aaron  (Joodwin,  was  kee]>ing  house,  IjCvI  B.  Foot  was 
boarding  thoix;  and  studying,  and  Capt.  Samuel  L.  Merrill "  tended" 
store.  AVceks  asked  for  his  mm  on  trust.  Captain  Sam.  said  his 
orders  were  not  to  let  him  have  any  on  tick.  Weeks  was  mad  and' 
said  "  If  von  don't  U*.l  u\v  have  it  vcm  will  be  sorrv  for  it,"  and 
then  he  went  directlv  away  U>  his  lleighl-oMand  home. 

The  night  was  cloiuly  and  dark,  and  when  the  twilight  had  all 
gone  they  heanl  something  going  over  the  roof  which  sounded  like 
a  team  hitched  to  a  load  of  slabs  di^ogging  along. 

All  thr<'e  were  t<n-i*ibly  fnghlened  although  they  afterwards 
Ktonlly  mainlained  Mint  they  were  not.  The  noise  continued  at 
intervals  (or  more  than  half  an  hour,  then  subsided.  Captain  Ben. 
always  kept  a  tine  stallion  and  it  was  in  the  barn  at  that  Ume.  AH 
at  once  there  was  a  trt^nendous  noise  at  the  stable.  It  was  fearful  I 
Sam.  L.  Merrill,  then  (piite  yonng,  belonged  to  the  troop,  and  he 
went  and  got  his  Kword  an<1  bin*,kled  it  on  and  loaded  his  great 
horse  pistols.  .Inst  Mien  a  <*at  jumped  up  on  t-o  the  window  stool, 
and  he  cocked  his  pistol  to  tire  but  the  ciit  jumped  down  too  quick 
tor  him.  Who  shall  go  to  the  barn  to  see  the  horse?  No  ono  darod 
to  go  alone  and  no  one  darad  to  st-ay  in  the  house  alone,  and  so 
th(*y  all  went  fo  I  he  barn  together.  They  tbund  the  horse  all  right, 
not  a  partii'U^  of  trouble,  and  they  all  returned  together.  Shortly 
alter  the*  same  terrible  noise  began  again  and  along  in  the  night 
there  was  also  screeching  in  the  air,  and  two  or  three  times  8hai*p 
thishesof  ll<j:lit,  like  the  (lashing  of  a  witch's  eyes,  gleamed  through 

*  It  i8  0iiiil  Mrs.  Wcokh  InnvlttMicxl  Mm.  Knnlrc  PUInbiiry,  niMo  MrH.  McConneU 
<>r  I'irniiont.  Mrs.  HcConncU  iMMilflefl  Mrt.  Weoks  by  8Ci4dlng  a  caU*  tluU  Mra, 
W.  hncl  bewitcheil.  * 
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the  darkness.  All  this  continned  until  the  first  coclc  crew  and 
then  instantly  tbero  was  silence.  Elderly  men  and  women  telling 
tlio  story  in  an  undertone,  always  believed  that  Mi's.  Weeks  with 
a  crowd  of  old  crones,  her  chums,  wero  thumping  and  crashing 
witli  their  broom-sticks  on  the  roofs  that  night. 

Mrs.  Weeks,  with  her  husband,  once  went  down  to  Mr.  Na- 
thaniel Clough's  after  some  flax,  but  was  unable  to  procure  it. 
She  was  mad  as  usual,  and  went  to  the  backside  of  the  i*oom,  laid 
her  head  upon  the  table  and  dosed  her  eyes.  Tnunodintoly  thei*o 
W21S  a  terrible  noise  at  the  barn.  The  men  folkn  ruslird  out  and 
found  that  a  two  yeara  old  colt  had  i-eached  over  into  the  sheep 
pen  and  lifted  two  lambs  out  with  his  teeth  and  killed  them.  lie 
was  now  working  hard  to  catch  a  third  sheep.  Weeks  went  back 
to  the  house  on  the  run,  shoved  his  wife  on  to  the  IUhm*,  (Ihmi  told 
her  to  behave  herself.  To  the  r.redit  of  (he  colt  it  is  told  that  he 
quieted  right  down  and  never  injured  a  sheep  allerwanls.  All  the 
old  ladies  said  that  Mrs.  Weeks  was  raising  the  d — 1  tor  ravengo. 

Uncle  Tom.  Pillsbury,  as  he  was  familliarly  called,  got  Mrs. 
Weeks  to  make  three  shirts  for  him.  There  was  some  trouble 
about  the  i)ay.  Jlewent  down  country  to  work*  and  when  the 
lirst  one  was  washed  and  hung  out,  it  was  mysteriously  spirited 
away.  The  same  happened  to  the  other  two,  not  anotlurr  thing 
beinff  lost  from  the  line.  Mr.  l*illsburv  said  he  knew  Mrs. 
AVceks  liad  them  all  in  Warren. 

But  Simeon  Smith,  as  we  have  intimated  in  another  book  of 
this  history,  was  the  great  wizard  oi'  this  nionntain  valley.  I  lis 
fame  prectMled  him,  and  it  is  said  lu^  a('(|ninui  his  p<»wers  down 
country.  When  tli(5  rcN'olnlionary  war  was  going  (»n  hv.  was  in 
mciMing  on(;  Sal)i>alli,  but  all  al  once.  In;  Irl'l  lli<^  Ii(Mis(>.  Out  ot' 
doors  he  said  lie  <uml(l  not  slop  at  niculing  for  a  gr(;at    battle  was 


*  *'  Hide  ami  7'iV."— 11  wao  cuhlitiiiary  in  old  tiiucb  lor  yoniit^  iiumi  in  ]ill  lliiH 
npiKT  H'^ion  to  j^odown  ronnlry  to  \v»iik  ilnrin^  llu'  ht^asnn.  'I'lu'v  nt'aiJN  {il\va>M 
"  IooUhI  il,"  itiU  II  H  <li)/cii  or  iwciiLy  in  a  pailv,  aua.\  lo  New  Inn  >  pin  i,  Nalnn,  iiml 
no.sLon,  and  would  ronu- Ininic  a^aiii  lalt*  in  (lie  lall  willi  iiioiit-y  in  llitir  jMickcls. 
StniiclinK'^t  lu  o  )  iuiiiK  nun  would  Imi.s  a  lioisc  ;int|  llu)  wmilil  "  i  idr  and  lie,"  uh 
il  waH  (idled.  Oik;  would  tide  alund  a  liw  inilrs  llun  lie  llu>  Iioim*  lu-snU;  iliu 
road  and  |tn.>li  tni  ar«M>l,  w  Inn  llu:  oilier  e.oniin^  np,  would  nioiinl  the  li«n>c,  paHa 
hid  eonipanion,  }ri>t  ^  mile  (M'  two  alieail,  then  In*  llie  lioi>e  jif^ain  and  walk  on. 
'riiiih  lluy  wonhl  walk  and  i  idi,  aeetniiplisliiiiK  (he  jouineN  in  a  \ei\  hhoit  lime, 
and  when  they  had  aiiivcd  at  Ihcii*  d(;»lination  would  ^ell  the  lior.se  lor  a  good 
price. 
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boing  foufflit  Mint  day.    This  Riateniciit  was  nfLerwards  found  to  bo 
trnc  and  Simoon  Smith  wiis  looked  upon  as  a  wonderful  man. 

One  day  ho  mounted  his  lioi*sc  to  jjfo  up  town,  and  before  ho 
proceeded  a  rod  got  lost  in  one  of  his  second  sights.  lie  seemed 
to  notice  nothing  around  him  but  sat  in  the  smidic  in  a  strango 
(it  of  abstract  ion  :uM  if  gazing  upon  the  revels  of  fiends  incArnato 
in  some  far  oil*  worhl.  The  horse  seemed  to  behold  the  same 
scene  also;  and  great  drops  of  sweat  tnckled  from  every  ]mrt  of 
its  body.  At  hist  Mr.  S.  roused  himself  and  strove  by  every  means 
in  his  power  to  make  tlit}  hoi*se  proceed,  but  in  vain ;  and  finally 
weary  in  the  adenipt,  he  turned  the  aninuil  into  the  pasture  and 
relinquished  the  journey,  nuich  to  the  surprise  of  several  persons 
who  witnessed  the  scene.* 

Simeon  Smith  was  a  great  rebel,  ardently  espousing  the  cause 
of  the  colonists,  and  hated  the  British.  Stevens  Merrill  was  slightly 
inclined  to  favor  King  George,  and  was  strongly  opposed  to  pay- 
ing taxes  to  carry  on  the  war  for  independence.  Simeon  Smith 
was  constable  and  tax  collector,  and  com|)ellcd  Mr.  MeiTill  to  pay 
as  we  have  before  narrated.  From  that  time  tliere  was  a  slight 
enmity  between  the  two  families. 

Mr.  Merrill  had  a  deaf  boy  Caleb,  and  one  time  aftor  the  war 
was  over  ho  began  to  act  stnnigely.  He  w>is  hoeing  in  tlio  meadow 
one  day,  over  the  river,  when  suddenly  there  was  a  terrible  noise 
jiH  of  tli(^  wings  of  a  mighty  bird,  then  an  awful  screeching, 
•loseph  Merrill,  his  brother,  who  was  with  him,  although  ho  looked 
everywhere,  could  see  nothing,  and  deaf  Caleb  of  course  could 
hear  nothing;  but  he  dropped  his  hoo  and  ran  for  home  iu  a  terri- 
ble fright.  AVlien  interrogated,  ho  replied  by  signs  that  Simeon 
Smith  was  alter  him.  Tho  enmity  between  the  two  families 
slightly  inon»5isod.f 

A  few  days  after  deaf  Caleb  began  to  act  in  Uie  strangest 


♦  Simeon  Smith  o«r«»  RnM  he  wl»«lie«l  lie  iM»»(»o«flC<l  the  power  thnt  his  mother 
nnd  xister  Nah  Ii.hI:  that  he  hinl  neen  tht>m  imth  on  tho  lug  polo  in  the  flro*p1ace 
over  the  lire,  HpiiiiiliiK  linen,  iiiaiiy  n  time. 

t  N?|niie.lnnatlian,  .loHeph.  ami  ileaf  Caleb,  nil  pons  or  RtcTens  Merrill,  hud 
been  over  the  -iver  di^^iiipr  potatoes.  There  wa«  no  hritljre  then,  and  romhiff  home 
with  a  load  they  had  lo  Tortl  the  river,  whlfh  w.im  shoal.  The  three  yonnirmen  and 
two  W'Miien  weVj*  on  the  rarl,  and  wlieii  they  ennie  to  the  waU^r  eilire  deaf  Cnleh 
t<dd  iheiii  liy  Mi<rnM  that  Simeon  Smith  wonhl  tip  np  the  e.art  nnd  dnmp  them  nil 
into  the  Htreain  hei'oiv  they  f;ot  ar*roHfl.  To  prevent  tiiifl  they  nnt  on  the  Trent  end  no 
that  itrould  not  lip  np:  hut,  atranpre  to  relate,  herore  they* got  linir  way  ncroaa  up 
it  went,  and  potatoen,  men,  and  women  all  reil  into  the  water. 
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maiinor.  Ifo  woiilil  run  ti])  tlioRidcm  of  tho  lioiiso  or  barn  like  a 
8<|uirrcl,  uiiil  would  Iruvci'MU  tliu  ri(l<i;e-ptilu  ol'  iliu  lii<^licMl  ntofH 
with  tlio  gi*catost  oaso,  a  tliiii*^  ho  was  never  known  to  do  before. 
At  times  he  would  seem  to  experience  the  most  excruciating  tor- 
ture^ and  would  writlie  for  lioura  in  agony.  When  asked  who 
tormented  him,  he  would  go  with  an  individual  and  point  out  the 
house  in  which  he  said  lus  tormentor  lived,  but  never  in  auy 
instance  could  ho  be  perauadcd  to  enter  it. 

Tlius  it  continued  until  at  lant  8omo  of  Mr.  MerriU's  ncighliors 
induco<1  him — although  ho  was  inci'cdulous  as  to  l>eliovin^  iu 
witches  —  to  try  somo  experiments  upon  the  boy  thinking  to  moke 
his  tormentor  cease  ft*om  troubling  him.  Accoi*dingly  some  of  the 
boy's  urine  was  procured,  corked  up  in  a  bottle  and  placed  under 
tlie  hearth  of  the  Hre-placo.  Immediately  after  Simeon  Smith 
was  taken  suddenly  with  a  violent  bleeding  at  (ho  nose,  and  for  a 
long  time  it  could  not  be  stopped.  It  Unally  was,  and  upon  look- 
ing at  the  bottle  the  cork  was  found  to  be  out  and  the  urine  had 
run  therefrom.  The  boy  began  to  cut  the  same  antics  as  before 
and  his  tortures  were  nearly  d(»ubled.  Again  some  of  his  uriiio 
was  pi'ocureil  and  aircfully  corked  in  the  bottle.  The  wizanl  blecl 
at  the  nose  again,  the  cork  got  out  again  and  the  blco^ling  k(4>p|mhI. 

Then  the  boy  behaved  wor^e  than  over  and  act^sd  in  a  manner 
truly  terrible.  This  could  not  be  borne  long  and  they  determined 
to  try  a  mora  serious  ixjmedy.  Tlicy  procui*cd  a  quantity  of  deaf 
Caleb's  blood,  placed  it  in  the  bottle,  and  as  a  precaution  against 
its  becoming  uncorked,  a  small,  sharp  sword  was  placed  in  the 
cork.  Samuel  Mcmll  of  the  East-partc  i-egions  witnessed  tlie 
whole  pi*oceeding. 

It  was  evening  when  this  was  done,  and  shortly  after  deaf 
Caleb  went  to  bed.  In  the  morning  when  ho  awoke  he  seemed  to 
be  in  great  glee,  and  immediately  informed  the  family  by  sigus 
tliat  Simeon  Smith  was  dead.  Wonderful  that  the  boy  should 
know  it;  but  it  was  true  nevertheless.  Upon  examining  the  bot- 
tle it  was  found  that  tlui  sword  had  pcnelnilfd  thron<;li  I  Ik;  rork  to 
the  blood.    Tradition  says  deaf  Caleb  was  no  more  troubled. 

Simeon  Smith  had  a  great  ap])le-trce  that  stood  by  Red-oak 
hill  i*oad.  It  bore  excellent  fruit  and  the  boys  robbed  it  every 
yeai*.   He  often  said,  ''  Bury  me  under  that  tree  and  I  will  take  care 
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of  f.li(?  !i)i|)l(vs.**  IIJM  ri'ioiiiN  d'nl  fli).  iiiifl  llirt  hriyp  iinv«M*  «tolo  fruit 
Mi(3i*n  a<(!iiii.  Iloiir.crordi,  to  (Ik;  pn^Mciil.  day,  llio  upplcH  aro  the 
cnibbodcsi,  biMci*o»(  things  that  over  gfcw.* 

Saniiicl  Knight  had  a  pious  belief  in  wit^shes,  but  said  ho  was 
born  under  such  a  star  timt  they  had  no  power  over  him.  Elder 
Peck,  a  Methodist  divine  of  good  sense,  once  t«ld  him  a  story  to 
illustrate  what  he  thought  of  such  things;  but  it  made  Mr.  K. 
very  mad. 

Said  the  elder,  "  A  man  believed  he  was  ridden  by  a  witch, 
and  the  belief  affiH^tod  him  so  much  that  ho  grew  very  i>oor.  A 
friend  advised  the  witf.h  ridden  man  when  ho  was  saddled  and 
bridl(Ml  again,  (o  gnaw  IIk;  pt>st  to  which  he  was  tied  andcMisc  him- 
self about  the  same,  as  a  horse  would  when  he  had  been  hit(;licd  a 
long  lime."  TIk;  man  did  so,  and  when  he  waked  in  the  morning 
he  found  that  he  had  bit  the  bed-post  terribly,  and  tliat  the  l)od 
iUelf  was  in  a  m^st  awful  tilthy  condition. f 

Of  course  the  leader  can  judge,  like  Elder  Peck,  how  much 
of  these  sf^tries  of  siiponiatural  events  is  true,  and  make  every 
allowance  for  the  prejudices  of  those  limes.  Kor  ages  I  he  belief  in 
ghf>s(xt  and  goblins  had  pn^vailed;  indiMMl  the  individuals  whf> 
did  not  believe  in  them  were  cousidercd  heretics.  Surely  did  not 
the  Bi bio  teach  that  there  werc  witches.  For  many  hundred  years 
England  had  an  established  code  of  laws  against  witchcraft,  and  it 
wais  considered  a  capital  ofTence.  Thirty  thousand  iHsrsons  were 
put  to  death  in  Europe  in  the  sixteenth  century  for  being  witches. 


*  Donr  (*nlol>  Innnofl  nffnin^t  tho  npplc-trco  H'liilo  Simeon  Rmitli's  gmre  vroB 
boinff  lill(Ml  III),  niul  wIi'Mi  the  muund  wns  ruuudod  olT,  Juiup<Ml  upon  It  tutimating 
thnt  lie  would  keep  liiiu  down  forevor. 

f.Fnniofl  Dow,  like  ^fr.  Kniglit  and  a  ffood  mnny  otlierti,  believed  In  witches; 
iiUo  thnt  tlie  world  neither  turned  orer  nor  went  round  the  nuti.  Sdid  he.  '^  If  the 
world  did  turn  over  would  not  my  mill*imnd  opill  out  ?"  lie  would  Ret  up  nnri  tnrn  his 
shoort  the  other  side  up  in  the  iilglit  wuen  lie  had  the  crnnip.  lie  said  that  was  a 
cure. 

I  Mr.  .Inhn  Whilnker  once  lu'lirvcd  ho  miw  n  ghont  on  the  en>«t  Hide  or  War- 
ren common,  lie  livi'd  nt  the  time  in  the  K:if(t-pnrte  n^t^iouH  Tour  miles  awny,  but 
lind  n  verv  bad  linbil  of  driiikinrr  hunl  nml  stopping  out  Irite  nights.  Folks  thought 
II  \\:\*n  Hlinmi*.  :ind  («(M>rgo  Ulxliy  iind  Mr.  <«ould  detemiiniMl  they  would  snare 
Wliil:ikt*r  nnd  niako  him  ntay  :iL  liomi*.  Sii  llioy  gut  I«4*niui>l  Merrill,  son  ol*  .Joseph 
Men-ill,  inn-kiH'per,  to  droHH  himscir  lip  tiM  }i  ghost  and  Htiind  behind  a  largo  pine 
tn*e.  WIumi  Whil-ikcr  arrived  nt  the  >*|ml,  Lemuel,  the  ghost.  step|»ed  foith.  Wliit- 
nker  htid  hcnrd  llial  il'one  asked  In  the  name  of  the  Lord  what  the  ghost  wnnto<l,  the 
iipparirion  would  Immediately  dinappear.  lie  put  the  (|ue!«tion  and  his  ghostship 
vaiiislied  inxl'inllv.  Whitakor  wa««  terribly  friirhtened,  ran  bsick  across  the  com' 
mon  ^4lllllllill:?,  *' liixby  I  llixbyf  (toiildt  Cfuild  I**  so  loud  that  he  was  heard  a  mile, 
lie  Irrmblrd  all  i»vcr,' paid  lllxliy  nine  Mhillings  to  carry  lilni  home  and  did  not 
show  liiinMidr  at  the  stores  or  taverns  Tor  months  after.  Hut  be  was  awfkil  mad 
when  he  round  out  tho  trick. 
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The  learned  Baxter,  who  lived  in  Uie  seventeenth  century,  consid- 
ered all  persons  as  obdurate  Sadducees  who  did  not  believe  iu  it, 
and  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  one  of  the  brightest  orntunents  of  tlie  Biig'- 
lish  bar,  tried  and  convicted  sevei*al  i>crsons  for  the  crime  of 
witchcraft.  Even  Blackstone,  the  profound  commentator  of  £ii^llsh 
common  law»  swallowed  and  believed  implicitly  tliis  great  liuiu- 
bug  of  the  church. 

But  tlie  hallucinations  of  olhcr  gcnenitions  are  iMiMHing  away 
and  few  are  the  persons  at  the  pixisent  time  who  indulge  iu  tlie 
belief  of  goblins,  ghosts,  and  wiu^hes.  True  it  is  Uiat  the  uio- 
dinnis,  clairvoyants,  and  r^ibinot  genlloini^n  bnn;r  loniind  tin;  tlial»- 
lerie  of  old  8alcui,  when  our  iathei*s,  the  good  puritans,  made  fools 
of  themselves  and  hung  thirty  old  women  as  witches ;  but  such 
things  don't  go  for  much  except  as  a' means  of  speculation  iu 
money  matters.    They  are  first  rate  for  that.     . 

The  dwellei*8  in  a  new  settlement,  far  away  fnnn  the  older 
towns,  were  Just  the  ones  to  indulge  iu  the  iMsliuf  of  the  sntieruiit- 
ural.  Around  them  were  thousands  of  old  solitudes;  and  as  the 
deepening  shades  of  night  cast  her  sombre  mantle  over  the  forest, 
it  required  no  active  imagination  to  picture  the  forms  of  huge 
giants  stalking  away  among  the  trees ;  to  see  numerous  jack-o'- 
lanterns  gliding  noislessly  along  to  guide  the  lone  traveler  onward 
until  he  was  lost  iu  the  dark  intricate  windings  of  some  tlisuml  old 
swamp ;  to  hear  tlie  infernal  music  of  old  crones  as  they  charged 
iu  huge  battalions  threugh  the  tops  of  the  lofty  trees  mounted 
upon  their  never  tiring  steeds, —  broom-sticks.  But  they  are  all 
gone.  No  more  do  we  see  (he  individuals  who  indnl«j:n  in  hucIi 
fancies,  and  althou^^li  there  were  such,  and  tlicy  still  live  in  hist4>ry, 
we  have  little  ri«>:]it  to  luu<^h  at  them.  If  our  ancestor  did  indulge 
in  them,  still  they  had  exulted  notions  of  piety,  and  did  thousniiils 
of  good  deeds  which  latter  it  would  be  well  it*  we  would  imitate. 


CUAPTKR  X. 


Till*:    KIKSr    STOKK    IN     WyVUKKN     ANI>     ITS    SIMJCKSSOItS,     ANI>    OF     A 
UOAKINU,   UAG1N<;   OANAL  TUAT   NEVEK   WAS    BUILT. 


I' I  IE  fii-st  stoi-e  in  AVari-cii  wiis  built  near  Joshua  MerrilPs, 
soiiictiiiio  ill  the  hi«t  century.  It  was  kept  by  Samuel  Fellows,* 
and  iii'trv  trading  a  short  time  in  Knglish  and  VVcst  India  goods  he 
was  Uikvn  crazy.  lie  would  sometimes  leave  home  and  wander  to 
the  neigliboring  towns;  and  when  his  friends  went  for  him  it 
would  b(^  extremeiv  diflicult  to  influence  him  to  return.  At  one 
tiino  he  went  M)  Haverhill  and  a  y<mng  man  was  sent  after  him. 
Ill*  ioiiiid  liini  al  (he  liivern,  and  to  make  good  IVieiidH,  asked  him 
11  he  would  liavf^  Hip  or  brainly  Ix^fore  going  home.  Kellows 
look<Ml  up  sharply  anil  said  he  gin^ssed  he  wiMild  have  brandy 
while  (he  Hip  was  making. 

To  him  8Ucox;edcd  first  Charles  Bowles,  then  George  W.  Copp, 
who  traded  for  several  years  just  at  the  close  of  the  eighteenth 
ceiilury.  ('ol.  Obadiah  Clement  at  this  period,  1825,  a  very  old 
nniii.  ummI  Io  relate  what  he  saw  in  this  sloix^.  lie  said  it  was  a 
long  building  on  the  east  sidt*  of  the  old  l)oos  road,  not  (he  turn- 
pike, just  at  the  foot  of  the  Heech-hill  and  fitly  rods  south  of  the 
snininit  of  the  Blue  ridge.  It  had  large  windows  with  shuttei*s, 
and  door  wide  enough  to  roll  a  hogshead  of  molasses  through; 
door  and  slmttei-s  always  used  as  advertising  boards  for  our  mer- 
HiMHt  hiinsi'ir  and  the  public  geiiemlly.  Here,  in  winter,  the  peo- 
ple w<»iild  congregad*,  and  with  them  he  would  sit  by  the  old 
Ikshioiied  tire  and  talk  over  the  news  ami  pass  away  the  hours. 

♦  Sniiincl  l-Vllown  cniuc  to  Wiiit«ii  in  liSn. 
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IIcsAicI  he  was  tlicra  nil  one  day  when  itBiiowcil  so  Imni  that  look- 
ing «mt  i\w  Uiick  window  liu  could  liaiilly  kco  Ml.  Ili^ltsii,  iiitiria 
lc88  the  liiii^lorii  niounlaiiiH.  Fii*Kl.  flic  llakCH  eaino  down  xlowly 
liko  fcalliorH  shading  and  mottling  tho  skV*  Thon  the  Htonii  iii- 
cniastul,  the  wind  blazed  and  racketed  ilii*ough  the  nanx>w  c$iiiice 
between  tlie  house  and  the  hill  and  catching  up  the  falling  siiow 
sent  it  twirling  and  pitching  skimble-skamble,  and  anon  slowly 
and  moi*e  regularly  as  in  a  miimet,  and  as  they  came  iienrcr  tlie 
earth  they  were  borne  by  the  current  in  a  horizontal  line  like  long 
quick  spun  silver  threads  far  adown  the  landscape.  Ashe  watclicd 
he  saw  a  tlock  of  snow  buntings,  their  white  sides  flashing  before 
the  eyes,  hurried  on  by  the  wind.  They  liad  come  down  to  avoid 
tho  dark  night  of  the  Arctic  continent,  tho  place  where  tliey  were 
hatched.  Black  bi*ook,  the  Mikoseota,  was  ice-bound,  covered 
with  snow,  and  scarce  a  murmur  was  heard  from  beneath  its  white 
mantle. 

The  post-nder  was  snowed  up  that  day;  he  liad  not  got 
tlmmgli  from  l*lyinontli  ycit,  and  'S^inire  Abel  Merrill  was  witliont 
the  little  Kcvcn-by-nine  pain^r  which  he  tot>k,  and  the  viKil«ir»  at 
the  store  lacked  their  customary  news,  which  was  always  months 
old  before  they  got  it. 

But  late  in  the  afternoon  it  cleared  olT,  the  sun  shone  out,  and 
in  the  thick  woods  beyond  the  ^(iknscota  he  saw  a  pair  of  nnt- 
hatclies,  several  golden  crested  kinglet^i,  a  downy  wood-|»crker, 
two  or  three  brown  creepers,  and  half  a  doxen  chickadees,  birds 
that  bide  flic  New  Kngland  winter.  What  pleasjint  music  they 
make !  l*'or  a  wonder,  from  the  cluster  of  great  hemlocks  high  up 
on  the  side  of  Mt.  J  felon,  came  the  cawing  of  crows  as  if  they 
were  glad  to  sec  the  sunshine,  and  that  the  winds  had  gone  down. 

AVhile  it  snowed  that  dav  Co\.  Clement  and  his  friends  aninsed 
lii<'nis<;lvcs  rcntruig  I  he  notices  posted  on  the  doors  an<l  slnilti^ix; 
one  was  a  sale  on  execution,  anotlaM*  inlornied  IImmo  thai  l»<*«*s\va\, 
flax,  skins,  bristles,  and  old  pewter,  would  be  taken  in  exclmiige 
for  goods ;  and  another  read  as  follows: — 

''  Waukkn,  May  18th,  1799. 
Sir:— 

1  send  you  (he  following  doscri]>tion  of  a  dark  bix)wn  gelding 

horse,  tak<*n  up  by  me.  daiiinge  leasanl.  lie  app«Mii*s  to  Ih'  aUmt  six 
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years  old,  Jr  a  iiatiirul  pacer,  uiaiic  hangs  on  ilic  near  side,  well 
shod,  and  is  about  iburtecn  Imnds  high — the  oner  is  desired  to 
prove  prop(»rty,  pay  charges  and  take  hhn  away. 

AMOS  LirrLE. 

A  true  <'Opy :     A  Most, 

•Ion ATI! AN  Mkiiuill, 

Town  Clerk:' 

Sitting  by  tlie  fire,  he  saw  a  motley  ari-ay  of  dry  and  fancy 
goods,  c.rockrry,  hardware,  and  gmccrles.  On  the  right  wei*e  rolls 
of  kcrsoynieres,  caiiniancoes,  fnslians,  shalloons,  untiloons,  and 
serges,  of  all  colors,  purple  and  blue  calicoes,  a  few  ribbons,  tick- 
IcnlMnjrs.  jnnl  buckrams.  On  tlie  Icfl.  werecultoes,  Harlowknives, 
iron  csiiidloslicks,  jewsharps,  black-ball,  and  bladders  of  snuif. 
On  nnkcMl  beams  above  were  suspended  weavers'  skaus,  wheel 
heads,  and  on  a  high  shelf  running  quiU*  around  the  walls  wius  cot- 
ton warp  of  all  nnmbei*8.  The  back  portion  of  Ihe  building  showed 
to  him  a  traffic  far  more  fashionable  and  universal  in  New  England 
than  it  is  now ;  and  the  row  of  pipes,  hogsli(;ads  and  barrels  indi- 
cated ils  extent.  Above  these  hung  a  ta|)-l)orer,  faucets,  and  inter- 
spersed on  Ihc;  wall  were  bunches  of  chalk  s<-i>re.s  in  perpendicular 
and  ti-ansverse  lines.  Near  by  was  a  snndl  cunniter  covered  wilJi 
tumblers,  tod<ly  sticks,  and  sugar  bowl,  and  a  few  ragged  will-gill 
looking  men,  either  from  old  Coventry,  **  Pearmount,"  or  the  land 
of  Wentworth,  (of  course  Warren  men  didn't  drink,  they  nct'cr 
have,)  were  slunding  there  mixing  and  bolting  down  liquors. 

The  cohmel  said  that  a  favorite  and  connntm  drink  at  that 
period  was  Hip,  which  was  made  in  this  wise:  a  nmg  was  nearly 
lille<l  with  nndt  beer,  sweetened  with  sugar,  then  a  heated  iron 
called  a  loggerhead  was  thrust  into  it,  which  produced  a  nipid 
foam.  Jnstmitly  a  quantity  of  the  "  ardent,'' — a  half  pint  of  rum 
was  Mll(»\ved  for  a  (piart  nuig, —  was  dashed  in,  a  little  nutmeg  was 
graled  on  the  top,  and  the  whole  was  qualfed  otf  by  two  men  or 
nmrr,  Jts  Miry  could  bear  it,  which  had  (he  etlect  ollcn  to  set  them 
at  loggerheads.     IVice,  twen(y-tive  vAiiiin  a  mug. 

Another  drink  was  toddy,  which  was  made  of  rum  and  water 
well  sweetened.    A  stick  six  or  eight  inches  long  was  used  to  stir 
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up  Uie  dcli<^1itAil  l>oveni«^,  ail  led  a  toddy-stick.    Price,  six  cents  a 
ghiss. 

Another  favorite  drink  was  e^K-"<^^>  which  was  (U>niiH>ftcd  of 
an  egg  beaten  and  sth'nMl  together  with  sugar.  'I'he  ntick  us«'«1  for 
this  purpose  was  split  at  the  end  and  a  transverse  piece  of  wood 
inseiledy  which  was  ni]>idly  whirled  around  backward  and  foi-Avard 
between  the  imhns  of  the  hands.  Skillful  men  made  giiiccfkil 
nourishes  with  toihly  and  egg-nog  sticks,  in  those  days.  Price, 
a  sixpence  a  mug.* 

In  the  farther  entl  was  the  connriiig-r(N>m  with  another  lar«^ 
fire-place  in  one  corner,  a  high  desk,  i*ound  backed  ann  chairs  and 
a  little  good  wine  in  a  keg. 

But  good-bye  to  Col.  Obadiah  and  to  the  old  first  store,  which  is 
a  samfilo,  contents,  drinks  and  all,  of  all  the  othera  down  to  the 
time  of  which  we  write.,  viz:  Uk;  close  of  Warren's  second  genera- 
tion; for  (iCii.  W.  Copp  sold  out  to  Abel  Merrill,  who  tnidcd  in 
1K(M,  and  then  the  building  wan  oonvorfed  into  a  dwelling-honse. 

Tnide  in  Warren  by  no  means  stopped  on  account  of  this 
sale.  Henjandn  Merrill,  son  of 'S^piire  Abel,  built  anotiier  store  at 
the  forks  of  the  road  whei*e  one  mn  away  north,  to  Coventry,  and 
the  other  over  the  Ileight-oMand.  Although  many  families  have 
lived  in  this  second  store,  and  under  its  n>of  your  humble  historian 
drew  his  lirst  bivath,  it  isKtilloccnpifd  for  tr.ido,  and  stands  nearly 
in  the  same  \Ai\cc,  In  it  Henj.  Morrill  traded  till  alMiut  1812,t 
although  it  was  nnicli  dislnrbtHi  by  witches  as  we  have  already 
narrated,  when  he  sold  it  out  to  Ixinniel  Jicc/er,  Jr.  Mr.  Kcezcr, 
father  of  Ferdinand  and  Fayette,  died  of  the  spotted  fever,  and 
the  property  passed  into  the  hands  of  Mirhael  Preston,  who  traded 
about  three   yeai*s.     Tivston  having  married  Mary  Merrill,  was 

*  SWnti  wiiH  Hii^ur,  wtiriii  wali'i*.  iiikI  witink) ,  iiiixnl.  Soiiu'liiiirH  linlf  a 
<*r.'irkiM-  WIIH  IouhU'iI  and  |>iil  with  it-.  TIiIh  wiih  i'iiIIimI  a  load.  rri<v  I'lirllu*  nli«»l«* 
(i\  c'ciiU. 

t  l/aplaiii  Ik'ii.  Merrill  hUiiteil  to  go  lioiiiu  oiiir  night,  aller  rlobing  n|i,  with  a 
larKi'/'rffM  in  hi»  liand  for  liunily  ntte.  Hefore  lie  It'll  tlio  yard  lie  r<uind  lie  liud  for- 
got Aonietliiiig,  laiil  down  the  ham  in  u  r<HMl-lM>x  lor  h«irM'h,  and  went  hack.  He 
wa8  gone  Htiinetinie,  and  when  he  returned  the  ham  wa^  luissiin;.  He  never  8alil  a 
word,  waH  ab  silent  uti  tli«  grave,  lor  he  thought  the  thief  would  ^how  himself  in 
time.  One  <lay,  a'\K  months  allerwards,  aneigldior  .*iaidto  him  ^tanding  in  the  etore 
door,  "<:a|ita'iii,  did  yon  ever  lind  out  who  .>^tole  that  ham  iVoin  y«Mi  f"'  "  Vce^/*  Nai«l 
(^'i|»t.  Ken.,  **  I  know  who  it  was,  yon  mv  the  vci  \  rrlh>\>  ;  walk  in  and  |>:iy  Tor  il,«tr 
you'll  eatrli  it."  It  ih  net*dles8  to  Hay  that  the  ni<»ney  wat*  I'ortlii'mning  aluiiec,  aiul 
the  culprit  aekiiuwlud£fe<l  that  he  could  not  keep  hid  mouth  iiiiilc  an  i'Iobo  tm  tlio 
captain. 
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anxious  lo  move  awnv  U>  Cunadu,  suid  s<»l(l  out  to  Auios  Uurton. 
Tho.  bvdor  having  U\*x\^  'ulruH  of  llviiifi:,  rlianjrwl  Mm  \U*\\j.  AhTiill 
store  into  a  dwelling  house,  and  built  another  store  directly  oppo- 
site where  is  now  a  peg-factory  and  wheelwright  shop  by  the  pond. 
Others  who  tnided  in  <he  latter  place  ai*e,  respectively,  Samuel  L. 
Merrill,  William  Merrill,  Anson  Merrill,  and  AVilliaui  Wells,  who 
was  famous  for  building  up  rousing  tires,  raising  the  windows  and 
playing  lively  airs  on  his  tiddh*  for  l\\v  nmuseinent  of  Mr.   Asa 
Thurston  and  Ctcorge  W.  Prescott,  Avho  were  making  music  about 
this  time  hannnering  away  in  the  cooper's  shop  that  stood  where 
the  old  lirst  school-house  was  loc4ited  on  the  river  bank  opposite. 
Wells  was  succeeded  by  John  T.  Sanborn,  who  traded  at  or  about 
the  time  of  the  chnmological  ord(»r  of  this  chapter.  Others  who  have 
tra<led  in  town    we  will  mention  in  tin*  Appendix,  a  very  necessary 
thing  for  this  history,  for  what  would  it  be  good  for  without  one? 
Mercantile  business  was  good  about  this  time,  for  the  town 
was  growing,  and  it  cost  so  nuicli  for  freight  that  our  tradei^s,  and 
in  fact  nil  the  others  in  the  regions  round  about,  began  seriously  to 
consider  how  they  could  get  their  goods  brought  to  their  door  at  a 
cheaper  rate.    Considering  culminated  in  acting;  a  petition  was 
<'irculatc(l  and  signed  by  our  merchants  and  nnuiy  citizens  and  nu- 
nienniK  signalnres   wv.vv.  also  (»btained  <lown  th(^  vallev.     It  was 
tlifMi  presenttMl  to  tin*  legtslntnre  asking  that  a  roaring  and   niging 
ranal  nii<>lii  bi*  inem'porat^'d.     The  (general  (Nnirt  (M»nld  not  refuse 
so  respeclal)le  a  request  and  two  ciinals  thi*ough  tlie  central  portion 
of  New   lliimpshii'e  wcrc  immediately  chartei*cd.    One  was   to 
commence  t\i  Dover,  thence  by  way  of  Lake  AVinuepisseogee  to  the 
PcmigewJissett  at  Bridge  water;  the  other  followed  up  the  Mcrn- 
mack  to  Uridgewati'r,  and  uniting  with  the  first,  followed  up  the 
Asquanielunnauke  to  Warren  iSunnnit,  and  from  thei-c  down  the 
Oliverian  to   the  (/Onuecticut.      It  was  fashionable  U)  construct 
canals  in  those*  days,  and  the  great  canals  of  New  York,  of  the 
West,  and  of  southern  New  England,  were  then  in  the  course  of 
being  built.    The  (^nit«d  States  government  also  assisted  and  sent 
distingnishc»d  engineers  to  all  parts  of  the  country  whei*c  they  were 
needed. 

tien.  McDntlee.  who  laid  «>ut  the  turnpike,  ih»w  surveyed  the 
C4inal  through  our  valley,  and  st)ent  weeks  in  Warren  trying  to 
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ovcn^mc  tlie  obstriictioiiA  that  the  Snmmit  presented.  Onpt.  Ortir 
haiii  of  tlio  Uiiit^Ml  Statics  army  iisHiKtetl  liiiii,  and  llio  j^*iionil,  Uw 
captain  and  his  lady,  willi  their  ansistant^,  boanlcd  a  hm^  time  att 
Joseph  Merrill's  inn. 

The  chief  difficnity  which  they  found  in  the  buildings  of  the 
canal  was  the  inadequate  supply  of  water  npon  the  Summit.  Two 
rinit(%8  were  surveyed  ihi*on«^li  Warren,  one  up  Dlack  brook,  tlic 
Mikaseota,  and  the  other  up  Berry  brook.  If  the  lUack  brook 
route  was  adopted,  water  was  to  l>e  taken  from  Tarletcni  lake  and 
made  t4>  run  wiii4lin«(  rtnind  the  hills  to  the  pla«;e  iT«|nin*i1.  TIiih 
would  be  a  costly  job.  If  tlie  route  up  Iksrry  bi'ook  was  preferred^ 
the  Asquamchumaukc  river  was  to  he  tapped  near  the  E^t^imrte 
school-house  and  canalled  round  Knight  hill  to  the  Summit,  thus 
alTording  an  adequate  sujiply  of  water  for  tlie  numerous  locks 
needed.  Gen.  McDufTee  reported  that  with  sufficient  money  all 
the  difficulties  could  be  overcome,  and  that  either  nmte  was  feasi- 
ble.   Which  he  preferred  we  never  could  h^arn. 

And  now  the  canal  would  nnrely  Ih*.  built,  giNMln,  wares,  and 
mercliandise  would  come  cheap,  population  would  greatly  increase, 
and  pros]>erity  would.bless  the  land.  Alas  I  the  bright  dream  was 
never  realized.  Money  was  haiti  to  lie  got,  a  sufficient  amount  of 
stock  could  not  l>e  disposed  of,  and  wo.  are  sorry  to  tell  what  every- 
body knows,  the  (finals  wei*e  n<!V«;r  bnill  and  Warners  tmders 
were  doomed  to  disajipointnicnt. 

Hut  before  we  close  this  entertaining  book  and  s:iy  go(Kl-l»ye  lu 
Wari-en's  second  generation,  we  must  brieHy  mention  one  iinpia*- 
tant  event  which  partly  gi-ew  out  of  a  dcsii*e  to  tnulo  in  AVarixsii 
and  enjoy  the  benefits  of  (he  great  (*4inul.  The  |>eople  iH\<%idiiig  in 
the  south  portion  of  old  Coventry,  now  Benton,  having  said  desiix; 
and  being  very  poorly  aoconunodated  in  town  alVairs,  wei*e  anxious 
b»  Im*,  annexed  to  Warrnn  and  made  applitralion  to  onr  five  aiitl 
independent  dcnioorai-y  tor  that  ])ur)iose. 

This  happened  in  tlie  sclcctmenship  of  Enoch  K.  AVeeks,  Mo- 
ses II.  Clement,  and  Samuel  L.  Merrill.  These  rulers  called  an 
assembly  of  the  people,  otherwise  a  town  meeting,  and  the  ques- 
tion W!is  (liscnvscd  and  voted  upon.  Afaj.  Daniel  Patch  modestly 
presented  the  claims  of  the  ilwollers  of  the  Sunmiil,  and  uf  High 
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street.*  Moses  JI.  Clement,  one  of  that  year's  triinnviri,  was  the 
chief  opposilioii  sprakcr.  lie  maintained  (liat  the  legal  voters  of 
Warren  were  now  nearly  strong  enongh  to  send  a  representative 
themselves,  (thc^y  hnd  previously  been  joined  to  Piermont  and 
Coventry  for  that  purpose,)  that  the  land  to  be  annexed  was  very 
poor,  that  the  people  were  poverty  stricken  and  inclined  to  whisky 
drinking,  and  that  Warren  wouhl  not  be  benefited. 

His  coiinsels  prevaihMJ,  nlthiMigh  w(*  wish  they  luid  not,  and 
Warren  losi,  pc'ihaps  forever,  the  right  of  jurisdiction  over  the 
fine  and  luscious  blueberry  lields  of  (^wPsj  head,  the  millions 
of  feet  of  excellent  timber  growing  upon  Mt.  JMack,and  the  noble 
and  majestic  summit  of  the  loity  Moosehillock,  to  which  so  many 
pilgrims  annually  journey. 


*  TliiH  soctinii  nr  nciiton  shoiilil  ho  Joined  to  Wnn*on,  the  Benton  Flats  nhonld 
pnrtly  go  to  llavcrliill,  wliile  Noith  livnton  and  En^t  LandalT  would  niako  a  beautl- 
hd  lo'wM  of  llcnion  with  iln  centre  »t  •'  Dnnvdie." 

Kiixt  riermont  should  also  be  Johicd  to  Wiirron,  where  it  would  bo  mo  much 
better  acrouiino<hite<l. 


X 


BOOK   VII. 


WHICH  HOOK  IS  nUT  a  CONTINITATION  of  books  v.  and  VI.  AND 
CONTAINS  THE  HISTORY  OF  THE  TIHRn  C.KNKUATION  OP  WAR- 
REN'S   WHITE   INHABITANTS. 


CHAPTER  I. 
/ 


HOW  nOU),  SILVER,  ANI>  DIAMONDS  WERE  T>ISa)VERED  IN  WARREN, 
AND  OF  SEVERAL  INDIVIDUALS  WHO  GOT  IMMENSELY  RICH  MIN- 
ING,  F.SPECIALLY  IN  THEIR  IMAGINATIONS. 


As  the  tin  III  generation  of  Wari-cn's  white  citizens  are  step- 
ping npon  the  stage,  and  at  the  commencement  of  the  period  when 
this  last  l)ook  of  onr  great  liistory  opens,  a  di8<*.overy  of  mighty 
imimrtancc^  w>is  made  in  onr  liamlet.  Mr.  Trne  Merrill,  who  lived 
npon  the  lleiglit-oMand,  fonnd  npon  the  north  hank  of  Ore-hill 
hrook,  what  wjis  fii-st  known  as  the  **  Copper  mine,"  then  as  the 
**  Warren  silver-lead  mine,-'  and  latterly  as  the  "  Warren  zinc 
mine.'* 

It  was  a  rich  deposit  of  niinemls.  Dr.  Charles  T.  Jackson,  a 
great  geologist  from  Host  on.  came  on  and  examined  it,  made  a 
ri^port  sncli  as  all  well  paid  geologists  know  how  to  make,  namely 
a  favorahlc  one,  and  a  company  was  formed,  stock  sold,  and  the 
buyei*s  of  the  stock  it  is  said  were  sold  too. 

Mr.  II.  Bradfoni  was  the  head  and  A-ont  of  sahl  company. 

o* 
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Tlioy  worked  for  a  lime,  niado  a  great  hole  in  tlie  side  of  the  monn- 
tain ;  but  not  a  cent  to  put  in  tlieir  ])ockct8,  and  eventually  failed 
up;  the  usual  fate  of  most  gi*eat  mining  coni]mnio8. 

Tlien  as  time  rolled  on  for  a  decade  of  year8  Aevend  snnill  but 
terribly  enterprising  companies  wrought  the  mine  on  Ore  hill.  At 
intervals  visions  of  riches,  eilvery  and  golden,  would  flash  before 
the  eyes  of  individual  s|)eculators  and  o^ierators,  only  to  vnnish 
like  a  pliantom,  and  as  a  result  every  one  of  the  little  comiuiaies 
failed. 

About  1840  (his  vein  of  ore  fell  into  the  hands  of  a  cu;rtaiii 
Mr.  Brooks.  We  never  had  the  pleiisnreof  his  acquaintance;  but 
AVarren  minei*s  say  that  they  knew  him,  tliat  ho  was  like  the  dogr 
in  the  manger ;  that  ho  would  neither  work  the  mine  nor  let  any 
one  else ;  and  that  lie  believed  that  the  projierty  was  nclicr  tlian  the 
silver  mines  of  Mexico  or  South  Amenca. 

Ihit  alter  a  gretit  diud  of  diplomacy  a  heavy  c*^>mpany,  headed 
by  Mr.  Baldwin  of  1(osU)n,  got  possession  of  this  wonderful  de|M>8it 
of  minends  and  ores.  Tliey  went  to  work  and  Ore  hill  glowed 
and  sweat. 

They  built  half  a  dozen  dwelling-houses  —  a  little  village  — 
a  mill,  put  in  shinips  for  crushing  ore,  set  up  a  steam  engine,  pro- 
cured a  large  number  of  sepanitors,  erected  a  whim  house*,  sunk 

the  shafl  in  the  cop])er  mine  a  liundnul  feet  <leep,  drilled  north 

•  * 

from  the  foot  of  tlu;  sliull  into  llie  mountain  a  hundivd  and  lifly 
feet  further  in  the  black  blende  and  galena,  raised  hundreiU  of 
tons  of  ore,  cnishtul,  8Cparat(Ml,  and  sent  it  to  market,  and  then 
failed.  Too  bad!  Mr.  II.  II.  Sli(;Idon*  was  the  t>nperinteiid«:iit, 
and  Captain  Sanuicl  Truscott,  a  (^ornwall  miner,  was  the  overseer 
in  the  shaft.  They  worked  the  mini;  for  silver,  eopprr,  and  lead, 
but  it  ]>aid  not  a  rvui. 

Ore  hill  shinihiTiMl  IliiMi  lor  a  time,  and  Ihi^  wi'll  wiNliers  of 
the  mine  wen;  sad. 

Captain  Kd^ifur  came  next.  lie  drove  an  adit  fmm  the  new 
hi^^hway  a  hundred  feel  into  the  hill,  then  abandoned  it  and  the 
mine  too,  alter  sending  a  hundred  tons  or  so  of  oi*e  to  England  to 
see  whether  or  not  it  was  "food  for  anvthin<;. 

*  When  II.  II.  >lirMloii,  K>«|  ,  ii.iti  t*liar);t' of  (lie  iiiiiu*,  lliif  lnwii  liiiill  ilic  ntnil 
IVoiii  ilu>  ttlil  liirii|iiki:,  ill  llir  loikb  ol  Ore  hill  blrcaiii  up  lo  liu*  \\t>rka.  Il  iikuU:  a 
gruuL  duviiig  ill  UibUiiice  ami  rrcighlaicc. 
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Then  iho.  mill  mid  the  cii»finc  wore  sold  at  miction,  the  Phaft 
and  Mic  drill  filled  ii])  with  wat^r;  IIhmc  wa«  no  nioro  clickiii<>^  of 
haminern  nor  ringing  of  drills,  and  the  fircs  of  the  forge  went  out. 

About  five  yeai*8  after,  Captain  E<1gar  came  bac.k  and  com- 
menced work  again,  this  time  for  zinc,  lie  set  up  a  small  station- 
ary engine  to  pump  the  mine  and  raise  the  ore,  and  put  his  men  to 
work  in  tlu^  large  ehamher  nt  the  end  of  thedrilT.  The  ore  niised 
wa^4  nia(h>  int4>  a  kiln  ami  net  on  tire  hy  linrning  a  liirgo  pile  of 
wood  nnderiieath  Uy  deHulphnrize  it.  Tliis  was  done  to  save  weight 
ill  fi^eight  as  from  every  thirty  tons  of  ore  abont  ten  tons  of  sul- 
phur was  expelled.  After  cooling  it  was  put  up  in  bags  and  sent 
to  Pennsylvania  to  be  worked  into  metallic  zinc.  Captain  Edgar 
suspended  work,  and  the  mine  is  now  silent  and  deserted  again.* 
More  than  a  hundred  thousand  dollai-s  have  been  ex  [Handed  uiK)n 
it.  AVe  hope  a  hundred  thousand  more  will  be  spent,  and  that 
somebody  will  make  an  immense  tort  line  there. 

One  good  thing  has  happened  by  reason  of  mining  on  Ore 
hill.  A  large  and  beautiful  cavern  has  been  formed,  the  most 
extensive  in  the  State,  and  hundreds  of  persons  visit  it  when  the 
depth  of  water  will  permit. 

•  From  Mr.  True  Merrill's  wonderful  discovery  flowed  another 
result;  a  mining  and  iniiiei*al  fever  immediately  began  to  pixsvail 
and  ditferent  individuals  discovered  first  a  small  vein  of  copper 
pyrites,  distant  forty  i^ods  south  west  fi*om  the  discovery  of  True 
Merrill,  then  two  and  one-half  miles  north  east,  copper  and  pyrites 
in  small  veins;  and  one  hundred  vards  north  of  the  first  mine  an 
extensive  vein  of  black  blende,  zinc  ore,  mixed  with  copper 
pyrites  and  galena.  A  few  years  after,  copper,  beryls,  and  epidote 
in  large*  masses,  wei-e  found  upon  Warren  Summit.  Rubsequently 
flames  Clement  discovereil  copper,  iron  pyrites,  nickel,  antimony, 
arsenie,  and  heantifnl  garnets  by  Martin  brook  on  the  south  cast 
slo[>e  of  iS<;nlinel  mountain,  and  Albert  M.  Ihu'ber  (bund  gold  in 
Hurricane  brook  that  comes  down  from  Mount  Carr.  Also  James 
Clement  found  gold  in  Martin  brook  near  the  spot  wlieit)  the  gar- 
nets are  loe^iled.  And  afterwards  (he  same,  gentleman  found  that 
the  Asquamchumauke,   the  stream   by  which   the   Indian   chief. 


*  (npl.  .Imiiiih  Kil^rir  rcAiiiiir<l  work  in  tho  Hill  of  I  Sit!)  mid  fiiti*i>rn«1r«l  biiHincM  in 
tlie  wiiilcr  of  ISiO.    Now  :ii  the  end  of  it570  lie.  Iim  couiiuonocd  work  n^in. 
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Waternomee,  and  Captain  Baker  fonght,  and  on   which  Sllnson 
died,  was  Hir  riclicr  tlinn  cillicr  in  e;ulilcu  8aiub. 

llodidcs  IIh»ii!  iliiM^ivrriuH  ollicrs  liiivu  but^ii  iniidi-  in  ii  most 
woudGrful  inuniicr.  It  in  told  Ikiw  a  iKkrly  of  ttmnHls  tnnii  New 
Yoi-k,  vieitoil  M<niM.'liill>H'k  nioiiiiiidn.  Tliciv  liioy  i;-ll  in  willi  a 
■pti'itunlist  who  went  into  a  lit,  and  looking  with  sliut  eyes  tnwank 
Senltnoi  monnlain  buw  fuurtoen  dilTeivnt  mines  iiixin  tlial  gi-cen 
wooitcil  eniinmicL',  tlie  licxl  of  wliirli  wus  ItH-iili'd  ill  u  (Mnlinn 
olunip  of  upniuot!.  Tttu  oroclo  was  Im-UcvciI,  a  coinimny  wan  oi^n- 
itcd,  and  (lioy  uclnnliy  worked  a  yi'ar  aM<l  a  liaU'at  Hit-  -]»»  iiidU 
<-.Hlotl.*  Tlit-y  indcird  fmind  tnni  and  miinr  olln^r  miuiimlB,  bill 
iiolliing  Hull  wonld  jiuy,  and  tlic  midi.Ttaking  was  abandoned 
after  a  n^ulees  cxiwiiditnic  of  fioni  live  lo  six  tlioiisuiul  di>llHr9. 
Another  individual,  pruhahly  a  cousin  to  llto  loarisle,  juiid  one 
thuusaud  dollai-s  fur  a  worlliloss  jilcco  of  land  upon  which  some 
''  Ifiddini  F!|>i;i:inlL'tis  "  liinl  In-un  itc|iiiKilod.  II.  wa^i  a  n-<;ularly 
"  salted  chiini,"  uiid  lliu  Iniycr  wan  ont  and  swindled  lo  tlat  u\lcnt 
of  liis  iiivuHtiin^ut. 

So  i>iii;i-A.'s»l'ul  have  Ixrcn  llic  tfold  pi-ospi-ctors  unil  the  men 
wilh  divining  nuU  that  a  lar;;^  nmiihcr  of  (ilhor  iniin<i-aU  aiul  |iro- 
cioii.'i  atom's  have  la-en  I'lmnd  in  Warren;  the  most  uiterrsling  of 
which  arc  nililc,  |>luiiil)ng<i,  molybdenum,  cadiuiuni,  scupolito, 
trcmnlitr,  laic,  tuui'tniilinc,  Iwryl,  npalitc,  gurnet,  idocrasc,  cpUlote, 
brown  hcnialiic,  liyalilc.  cinnamon  stone,  quartz  crj'Hials  in  great 
vurtcly,  buttidrs  iilla-ni  uf  luts  ini[>orlance  mid  all  llicnxrkB  common 
to  New  HaiiiiMliirc.  Il  is  alivady  kiiuwii  Hint  forty-ono  dilTcrciit 
kinds  of  iiiH'ciincns  uie  bcddiil  in  Uw  uciglilMriiOMl  of  Senliiiol 
n)()untain;t  hut  not  content  with  time,  Mrfiral  fiiitlniBiaslic  min* 
criilogitJiB,  wlih  a  \vi<c  look  and  a  sly  m>niu)r,&rGr  tluit  platinum, 
mcrcnry,  tin,  and  nmgh  diuinniHU  IlkewlMi  abouml,  alllioughiw 
yet  lliey  fidl  to  pi-odncc  lJi»  sanipli-Ji. 

Sonic  nlwi  there  ]ir>' ^\  li'i  ill   nii   ihlVt-  n   l,utv 

Ihcy  know  of  >i  mine  ui i.    >.'  >.<  out 

|unt;  lend  with  ujuikknii  -  Is  — 

Obadiuh  Clom 


WOHllKltnil.    HINKKAI.    IIKI'IKIITS.  45:1 

wliiMi  tticy  wrrc  1iiiiitin<r  — how  llicy  unn  liiid  iniun  in  sheets  a  foot 
Btjunrc,  wurlli  iU  weight  m  lopuzcH,  Riipphii'Uf:,  luiil  riiliics,  niid 
tiDw  tticy  know  the  very  inomilain  sti-cnm  and  tlic  atoiio  moiiumoiit 
bcsido  it,  wliei-c  Itogor's  mngor  piulicil  up  nnggols  of  piiro  gold  as 
laigc  as  i-obiii8*  eggs.  Yet  tlicy  will  not  sliow  the  places  for  fcnr 
llicy  ciiiinot  bny  llic  land,  or  timt  Ihcy  will  in  some  way  be  vobbod 
of  all  llii'ir  Itiddoii  IrcjiHoi-i'H.  Itut  \v<;  will  not  voui-h  for  Umir 
8|ji((>n)eiiU,  and  it  t»  only  Mtlb  for  thin  liixlory  lo  Hity  thni  no  oilier 
8I>ot  on  earth  contains  so  great  a  variety  of  minerals,  in  so  limitctl 
nn  area,  as  our  town  of  Wairen. 

But  if  all  tho  miuca  in  Warren  linvc  failed  as  yet,  still  it  is 
safe  to  say  tliat  one  pci-son  has  made  a  profit  out  of  the  minerals. 
Iifr.  Janics  Clement  keeps  an  abundance  of  them  to  sell,  and  huu- 
di'cds  of  people  liaro  derived  real  pleasure  iu  buying  and  examin- 
ing them.  "Jim"  enjoys  liiiriscif  ami  improves  his  licalth,  ha 
says,  when  with  basket,  cold  chisel,  and  niiuer's  hammer  sluitg  on 
his  shoulder,  he  lakes  a  tramp  through  tho  valley  and  over  the  hills 
seeking  (o  (iml  all  the  metals,  minerals,  and  precious  stones  known 
in  llie  books,  in  this,  as  he  alleges,  "  the  moil  wonderful  mineral 
deporit  m  earth." 


CHAPTER  II. 


HOW  THE  BEllRY  BROOK  ROAD  WAS  BUILT  AND  A  PATH  ON  TO 
MOOSKIIILLOOK  WAS  CUT,  WITH  A  PLEASANT  ACCOUNT  OF  SEV- 
ERAL INDIVIDUALS  WHO  NICKNAMED  EACH  OTHER  IN  THE 
HAPPIEST  MANNER. 


PllE  iMH>plc  ill  all  IhiH  iiortlioni  country  were  (li8ii|»|H»iiit4Ml 
ill  the  fuiluro  to  build  tlic  cuiuil.  They  wanted  an  easy  route  to 
the  seaboard.  Tlio  old  Coos  road  ''  was  a  haitl  road  to  travel/' 
and  the  turnpike  which  superseded  it,  although  nearly  stimiglit 
and  very  well  miule,  being  over  hills  and  lofty  mountains,  all 
known  as  the  Ilcight-o'-land,  was  a  very  difficult  highway  on 
whicli  to  tmusport  heavy  IVeight. 

Ocii.  McDufluc's  Hurvey  liml  one  iiiiporUmt  result,  i(  iiiforined 
the  world  that  tlioii;  was  uii  cus'u'r  vouiv,  limn  tin;  hiriipikcand  Ihal 
was  the  one  througli  the  Oliveriiin  notch.  Individuals  from  Wells 
River  and  iiorlhcrii  Vermont,  came  down  and  esLamined  this  pass 
through  the  hills  and  went  back  with  a  glowing  report  of  the  ease 
with  which  a  road  could  he  built  through  it.  They  sent  messen- 
gers and  letters  to  Wanton  urging  the  inhabitants  to  build  it;  but 
«>nr  Utile  d<*niocrary  was  violnitly  oppi/sed  to  the  eiit<*rpris(;  for 
the  i*eason  that  it  would  subject  them  U)  much  expense,  and  as  it 
passed  through  an  uninhabited  section  it  would  cost  a  large  sum 
each  year  to  keep  it  in  repair,  besides,  the  landlords  upon  the 
turnpike  knew  it  would  kill  them,  and  they  worked  against  it  with 
all  their  might. 

Hut  something  must  be  done  for  the  clamor  came  down  eveu 
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from  the  boiiiidiirics  of  Cniimln  snyiiig,  "  Build  the  Berry  brook 
roud.-'  So  Jin  u^soinbly  of  Mio  people  was  held  in  thefielnclmeupliip 
of  Moses  II.  Clement,  S:inuiel  L.  Merrill,  and  Samuel  MerrlllytFuly 
22d,  1831,  and  Nathaniel  Clough,  Solomon  Cotton,  and  Samuel 
Bixby  were  chosen  a  commiltcc  to  examine  and  explore  all  routes 
thought  proper  for  a  highway  through  the  towui 

The  committee  acted.  They  went  up  the  banks  of  the  Mikas- 
coU  or  Black  brook,  and  down  Berry  brook  valley.  Whether  or 
not  they  went  over  the  low  pass  between  Watcrnomeo  and  Cush- 
man  mountjiins  to  Wood9U)ck,  or  climbed  the  old  route  surveyed 
by  Abel  Merrill  and  Joseph  Patch  by  Glen  ponds  to  Ti-ecothick, 
we  ai-e  unable  to  say,  for  the  committee  made  no  report  and  never 
int^;n<Iod  k>;  the  oidy  object  was  delay. 

The  people  of  the  upper  country  waited,  then  became  impOr 
tient,  rninlly  came  to  the  conclusion  that  our  little  democracy  did 
not  intend  to  do  anything,  and  getting  mad  went  before  the  gnmd 
jury  at  Haverhill,  and  got  Warren's  public  highways  indicted,  as 
Col.  Obadiah  Clement  did  once  before,  and  the  court  oi"dered  a 
large  fine  to  be  imposed  upon  our  modest  town,  to  be  paid  in  work 
upon  her  bad  roads.  The  citizens  were  disgusted  and  indignant, 
but  they  worked  out  the  fine. 

The  subject  of  a  new  road  was  also  ]>reKented  to  the  court. 
Wh'v  a  p:iti(*nt  henring  of  flie  matter  that  august  tribunal  decided 
that  the  road  should  be  built  through  Berry  brook  valley,  and 
appointed  a  committee  to  lay  it  out.  They  immediately  proceeded 
with  their  work,  bushing  it  through  and  setting  the  stakes  upon 
the  west  bank.  Then  the  court  ordered  the  town  of  WaiTcn  to 
build  it. 

WIhmi  it  was  evident  flint  the  work  nmst  be  pertbnned,  and 
that  they  could  no  longer  avoid  it,  an  assendily  of  the  citizens  was 
held  on  the  Hth  of  December,  1H:U,  and  it  Avas  voted  that  the  road 
should  be  built.  They  would  not  fight  the  court  in  the  matt4>r.  So 
they  chose  Solomon  Cotton,  Samuel  L.  Merrill,  and  Joseph  Bixby 
a  committee  to  «*arry  the  work  through,  and  authorized  them  to 
raise  livt*  InintlnMl  dt>llarM  to  commence  with.  But  this  sum  hard- 
ly made  a  commencement,  only  cutting  the  ti-ees  and  digging 
the  slumps,  nolhing  nii»re.  Then  it  was  let  out  in  diflurent  sec- 
tions to  several  individuals,  Maj.  Daniel  Patch  and  his  sou  Joseph 
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building  the  one  npon  the  Summit.  Carlos  D.  Woodward , 
ncury  NoyeSy  Roper  Noycs,  John  Uuswcll,  Stevens  Merrill,  Win- 
throp  ami  lloswcll  Elliott,  siiul  Ebcuezcr  Culuf,  built  (ho  scclioiia 
south.  Stephen  Whiteman  said  he  was  a  sub-coutraetor  and  cmt 
bushes,  and  that  Ucv.  Ilonico  Webber  dul  the  same  thing. 

Before  it  wiis  finished  two  years  of  time  had  iiasscd,  more 
than  throe  thousjiud  dollars  expended,  and  the  town  was  heavily 
in  debt.  December  22,  1836,  the  town  voted  that  although  the 
Berry  brook  rond  was  not  completed,  the  selectmen  should  postnp 
notices  at  each  end  of  said  highway,  that  people  might  travel  over 
it  at  their  own  exponw;  and  (heir  own  i*isk. 

The  debt!  It  looked  like  a  mountain.  Warren  hitherto  had 
been  an  economical  town.  They  were  not  used  to  paying  big  bills. 
How  could  tliey  now?  The  citizens  were  almost  discouraged. 
But  kind  Providence,  as  some  of  the  more  pious  ones  will  have  it, 
came  to  their  relief.    It  hap|)ened  thus: — 

For  many  yrars  a  largt?  amount  of  money  had  been  accruing 
in  the  United  States  bank.  When  Gen.  Jackson,  who  was  very 
hostile  to  tlie  bank,  was  elected  [>rcsident,  tliat  institulion  wsis  dis- 
solved, and  government  after  paying  the  debts  of  the  nation  passed 
a  resolve  tliat  the  surplus  should  be  divided  among  the  diflereut 
States,  and  then  distributed  to  the  towns  of  which  they  were  com- 
posed. By  a  vote  passed  at  the  regular  annual  meeting,  the  select^ 
men  were  empowci-ed  to  go  to  Conconl  and  receive  the  '*  Suii)lus 
Itevenne."  They  bi*ought  home  with  them  eighteen  hundi-cd  dol- 
lars. At  fii*8t  they  hai\lly  knew  what  to  do  with  it ;  but  at  a  town 
meeting  held  for  the  purpose,  voted  that  the  selectmen  put  the 
money  out  at  usury,  not  letting  any  one  individual  have  moi*c  than 
two  huiuli-cd  dollars.  Then  in  1838,  the  town  voted  that  the  select- 
men call  in  enough  of  the  surplus  revenue  to  pay  up  for  tho  build- 
ing of  the  lierry  brook  road, —  a  very  sensible  vote  —  but  they 
coupled  on  the  following  nithor  amhignonsrlanse,  ^*That  Solttniou 
Cotton  be  an  agrnt  to  take  charge  of  the  nitiney,  and  that  the 
selectmen  hii*e  it  of  him,  giving  their  notes  (or  the  same  and  pay 
the  town  debt  with  it."  What  became  of  the  notes  wc  ai*c  wholly 
unable  to  say.    The  town  certainly  never  paid  them. 

With  the  new  road  thi*ongh  Berry  brook  valley  built,  a  hotel 
must  be  erected  on  the  Summit.     Moses  Abbott,  the  fat  man,  kept 
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It  ni  first,  and  tluMi  it  paRscd  into  the  Imnds  of  Uonjnuiin  Littlo, 
and  lio  was  mine  host  in  Hint  section  for  tnanv  venrs.* 

Travclei*8  who  stopped  at  Mr.  Little's  inn,  frequently  sng- 
<i;cstod  that  they  would  like  to  climb  to  the  bald  cixjst  of  Moosohil- 
lock.  To  gratify  the  wish,  one  fiutnmcr  day  ho  raised  all  High 
street  by  giving  them  what  grog  they  could  drink  and  they  bushed 
out  a  path  right  up  the  side  of  the  mountain  to  the  topmost  peak. 

n  was  a  bnuitiful  day  when  the  party  of  road  makere  came 
out  upon  the  bald  ci-cst.  The  Avind  was  blowing  strong  from  the 
north  west,  and  the  little  flowei*8  groAving  upon  Moosehillock's 
bare  peak  shook  their  white  heads  in  the  bi-eeze. 

Our  landlord  is  standing  upon  the  north  peak.  His  friends 
and  their  dpgs,  wild  dwellers  of  the  Summit  and  of  High  street, 
are  in  a  group  around  him.  Nathan  Willcy,  playfully  called  "  Mr. 
Nutter;"  Moses  Ellsworih,  who  had  the  title  of  "  Fortyfoot."  ou 
account  of  (he  shortness  of  his  stature;  Isaac  Fifield,  a  tall  man, 
gifled  in  piaycrr  in  time  of  revivals,  Avlioni  the  Summit  boys  face- 
tiouslv  called  '*  Aunt  Isaac," — "  Fortvfoot"  had  "  Aunt  Isaac's" 
prayer  learned  by  heart,  and  could  repeat  it  with  unction  on  occa- 
4  sions  when  he  had  put  himself  outside  of  two  or  three  bevemges;! 
Sir  Kichard  Whiteman ;  St«i)hen  Whitoman,  with  the  pious  title  of 
**  Elder  jrmx ;"  .lohn  French,  the  school-niastrr,  an  early  riser,  who 
had  the  economical  habit  of  lying  in  bed  with  his  wife  till  the 
clock  struck  three  in  the  allernoon,  in  Avinter,  to  save  fire-wood; 
Welches,  father  and  tAVo  sons,  Silas  and  Bartlett;  Stephen  Martin, 
Calvin  1>ailey,  Samuel  AVhitcher,  James  Harriman,  husband  of 
M]*s.  Harriman,  and  others,  and  Joseph  Whitcher,  the  bear-catcher, 
wolf-killer,  and  story-teller,  wei*e  there  —  all  good  men,  who  tlms 
good  nnturcdly  nicknamed  each  other.J  Their  beards  wero  un- 
sliav<*n,  and  tli(*ir  imig  hair  streamed  out  in  the  pui*e  air  that  was 
blowing  so  steady  over  the  mountain. 

The  blue  sky  is  aboA'e  them ;  no  smoke,  no  haze,  no  clouds  are 
thei*e.    Silver  lakes  and  fiashing  rivers  lay  beneath  them.  A  thou- 


*  In  o;irlv  tiiiir«  riin^o  Whilr.hor  kciit  ontortninnicnt  fnr  nmn  nnil  licnst  on  the 
Sininiiil,  liliij.  hiinicl  riitcli  iil'«o,  liiit  iioiiIh'v  of  Minn  kopt  fnvtM-n. 

I  Wv  tuu'v  Hiiw  .lini  <"li'nn'nl  Inirsl,  rvrry  luiHon  oITIiIh  vc^'I  ItiuvliinKnf  "Forty- 
loot,"  wImmi  In*  wiiH  rt'|>o:iUnK  "  Aunt  Innnc^H  "  pniyor  lu  ••  Aunt  1."  liiitiBcir,  and  a 
<'ro\v«l  «»r  liHUMiors. 

iSoux'  u'cll  Imi*«1  puuiilo  have  Mnid  thnt  It  wns  mean  bnalucs*  for  the  above 
enien  to  caU  each  other  names. 
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sand  roountaiii  iK-aks  bathing  Uieir  heads  in  Die  bright  sunshine  are 
aronnd  them.  There  arc  peaks  sharp  and  angulsir,  wavy  wckhUhI 
mountain  ci-esls,  giV4it  cones  standing  alone,  dome  sIiuikhI  moun- 
tains dark  and  Konibre. 

Mr.  Natiian  Willey  wanted  to  know  wiiat  tliat  great  sheet  of 
water  in  tlie  soutli  was,  and  John  French,  tiie  school-master,  said 
it  must  be  the  Smile  of  the  Great  Spirit,  the  beautiful  lake  Winne- 
pisseogoe.    Mr.  Stephen  Wlnteman  asked  what  that  ragged  look- 
ing mountain  over  there  to  the  north-csist  was,  and  llie  school- 
master told  how  ho  had  liiuird  Dirk  l«Ven«:li,  the  hunter,  tell  alN>iii 
Uie  gitmt  Haystacks  tliat  had  white  furi-ows  down  their  sides,  and 
that  they  were  terrible  hard  mountains  to  climb.    Capt.  Beiij. 
Little  pointed  out  the  long  river  down  in  tlie  west  as  the  Connecti- 
cut and  Richard  Whiteman  said  he  could  see  Black  mountain, 
Owl's-head,  Webster  slide,  and  Wachipauka  pond,  —  he  knew 
them.    Stephen  Whiteman  stuck  to  it  tluit  he  could  see  Boston ; 
and  said  it  was  not  a  great  distance  either,  only  a  hundred  and 
forty  miles  by  the  road;  and  that  Maj.  True  Stevens  laid  walkcti 
it  in  less  tlmn   two   ihiys  when  he   came  liack  from  Brighton, 
where  he  had  lieen  witli  a  drove.*    Capt.  Ben.  Little  said  he  could 
beat  tliat,  and  then  he  told  how  Col.  Moses  11.  Clement  wrnt  down 
to  Brighton  with  a  dock  of  sheep,  and  had  a  little  brinclle  dog 
Bose  to  help  drive  them,  that  just  at  dark  in  Brighton  he  lost  the 
dog,  and  that  befoiij  night  the  next  day,  liose  whined  and  barked 
at  the  door  in  Wan-en,  and  Mi*s.  Clement  let  liim  in,  terribly  tii*ed 
and  footsore.    The  dog  Imd  run  a  hundi*ed  and  forty  miles  in  less 
than  twenty-four  hours.    Joseph  Whitcher  said  he  didn't  care  any- 
thing about  sneh  stories,  and  then  he  went  on  to  tell  that  he  liad 
been  all  over  tlie  nunintain  a  good  many  times  Im^Ioiv,  hunting 
wolves.     Said  ho,  '^  1  canght  one  down  there  in  the  Tunnel  wheix! 
you  can  hear  Tnnnol  brook  roaring.    Ontre  1  followed  one  down 
MtHisi'hillock  river  tlial  rises  over  there  in  tliait  ilark  lir  wootls  and 
nuis  down  into  tlie  IVniigewassett,  bnt  did  not  get  liini.** 

'*  Where  d«M;s  Tunnel  brook  *^o  to?*'  said  Sleplien  Whiteman. 
AVliitcher  said  it  ran  down  into  the  Swiftwater,  and  the  latter 
stream  emptied  into  the  Annnonoosuc.    Then  tlie  boar  catcher  said 

*  .folin  Lililiey  oiirc  diti  llu»  ttjiiiie  tiling.  Ilo  walkiMl  IVtMii  n«>*iloii  lo  Wjiitoh  in 
two  tIayD.  lie  gill  ii|»  l(»  Cuiictirti  the  iirol  day  llie  ^tllt  an  lioiit-  high. — Aiieuii  Mer- 
rill's alxitouieiit. 
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lio  pfot  two  doer  once  in  (ho  incndow  w.licro  avos  (lie  little  i)Oud 
wliicli  wjis  (lie  liend  of  Uukei*  rivor,  and  that  tiiiee  lie  (isluid  clear 
down  to  the  East-parlc  and  got  more  trout  than  ho  could  lug,  and 
Mr.  Viileld  said  he  didn't  believe  a  word  of  it.  But  Joseph 
Whitcher  did  not  care  a  copper  whether  he  believed  it  or  not,  and 
went  on  (o  say  that  he  had  a  sable  line  every  year  on  the  Ollvcrian, 
and  (liiH.  ovory  ono  of  (hose  s(i*eaiiis,  Tunnel  brook,  Swiflwaler, 
Moosoliillock  river,  Jhikor  rivor,  and  (he  Oliverian,  had  ils  source 
within  a  rod  of  (he  nioundiin  sutninit  where  (hey  stood.  Moses 
Ellsworth  said  he  knew  this  was  a  lie  for  he  hadn't  had  a  drop  of 
anything  for  an  hour  to  wet  his  whistle  wi(h,  and  he  was  most 
choked  to  death  and  would  like  to  soo  tin?  springs  (Voni  which  the 
strenniK  Kturtod. 

.lust  thon  (liroe  englcs  rose  out  of  (ho  groat  'runnel  where  the 
brook  was  roaring,  and  came  hovering  over  the  grassy  mountain 
cmst.  hunting  lor  small  birds  and  mice.  **  See  there  I  "  said  Mr. 
Willey.  The  dogs  snufled  the  air,  erected  the  hair  on  their  backs, 
and  thoir  oars  stood  stitiight.  One  of  them  barked.  The  eagles, 
one  with  white  breast  and  (ail,  the  others  gray,  caught  sight  and 
sound.  WlHM'liiig  in  (ho  air,  scoiningly  without  iiKiving  feather  or 
wing,  nronnd  :iiid  around  in  gr(*a(  <'iirlos,  eat^h  (line  higher  u)>, 
they  soared  thousands  of  feet  above. (he  inounlain  ]ieak,  until  they 
wore  almost  lost  in  the  deep  blin*.  Then,  a  spook  in  the  sky,  they 
sailed  slowly  away  eastward  over  the  great  Pcmigowassett  valley. 
StA^lilien  Whiteman  said  he  would  like  to  know  how  tliosc  birds 
could  get  up  s<i  high  without  **  iloiipin  "  their  Avings  once. 

i^ut  it  was  getting  cold,  the  men  were  dry,  and  aAvay  they  went 
through  the  matted  hackmatacks  down  the  mountain.  When  they 
won*  gone,  as  groat  novelists  would  tell  it,  the  wind  still  sighed  on 
the  rocks,  the  little  birds  sang  their  vesper  hymns  in  the  dark  firs, 
tlio  onglos  S(rr(>aiiicd  again ^  and  a  wolf  howled  down  in  one  of  the 
groat  gorges;  but  no  human  ear  was  there  to  listen.  The  moun- 
tuiii  peak  was  left  alone,  a  mighty  solitude  in  the  gi*cat  waste  of 
niounlains.  just  as  it  hud  boon  for  ngcs.  As  the  men  went  home 
ls:i:ir,  l<Mti(*ld  said  that  '^  (he  mill  miglil  doscond.  (he  winds  bloAV, 
(ho  IVos(s  come,  and  the  snow  fall  and  no  human  being  for  years 
would  again  ga/o  upon  this  wild  magnillconco.''    Uut  Mr.  FitiekVs 
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reflectioiis  did  not  prove  true,  and  scattering  Yisitors  lh>in  thai 
day  fortli  began  to  climb  "Klooseliillock  mountain.* 

This  last  road  cost  Warren  notliing ;  tlio  burtlen  of  the  finst 
the  surplus  revenue  rainovcd.  Both  brought  pros|icrlty  and  liai>- 
pincssy  one  by  attnu:lliig  vitiitors  wiiU  its  niighiy  gi*uncleur,  ike 
other  by  turning  a  still  laiger  tide  of  travel  thraugh  our  pleasant 
hamlet  valley. 


•  Dr.  Esi-a  Bartlett,  Samnc)  Knicht  and  otliers  went  on  tu  Uoosehillock  abovf 
the  ycMT  ISiM.  Tliey  did  not  6ucc<rca  in  ligliliug  «  lire,  and  il  %vaii  eo  cvld  they  liad 
to  leave  tlie  ftuuiniit  at  niglit.  They  went  down  on  the  north  ea»t  tiidv  ovor  IIm*  ffivat 
1c<1kci»  In  the  ravine  wlH*ru  tlivy  lind  t«>  lei  tlu'niM.*lvi*ii  down  with  a  |H»le.  Tliore 
WOK  auow  on  Uie  mountain  at  the  lime.— MiMt  llanuali  U.  kuight*i»  vtalcuient. 

ExpUamatarjf  Noie.—Tlw  aubvlnuce  or  tiie  atory  about  cutting  tlie  MooifefaiUock 
path  iatiue.  But  our  authorities  said  tliey  would  not  vouch  for  all  the  minf 
particulan. 


CUAl'TEll  111. 


OF  A  CURAT  LAWSUIT  AROUT  MIW.  SAUAII  WKEKS,  WHOM  FOOLISH 
PKOPLE  CALLK1>  A  M'lTOIl,  CONCLUDING  WITH  TLKASANT  KEC- 
OLLE<rnONS  OF  A  PAUINO  IIEK  AND  A  "  8HIN-DI0,"  IF  ANY- 
IIODY   KNOWS   WHAT  THAT  IS. 


WaRKEN  in  olden  times  had  waged  fierce  lawsuits.  Col. 
Obadiah  Clenicnt,  fighting  for  victory,  indignant  teamsters  and 
stage  drivers  getting  luimerons  indictments  to  cure  bad  roads,  had 
r<)s(  the  lt>\vii  nniny  u  lund  huttlo.  Knt  those  old  fights  buried 
under  neatly  half  a  century  were  almost  forgotten,  living  only  in 
the  nicniorv  of  the  most  ngcd  inhabitants.  Even  the  recollection 
of  the  would  be  lawsuit  Stevens  Merrill  might  have  had  with 
James  Aiken,  had  ho  not  taken  the  law  into  his  own  hands  and  a 
house  been  burned  up,  had  almost  faded  away  forever. 

But  now  Avhen  the  third  generation  of  Warren's  white  inhabi- 
tants Avere  on  the  stage  the  slumbering  volcano  of  litigating  wrath 
once  more  bui*st  forth  and  our  peaceful  hamlet  among  the  hills  was 
tossed  from  centre  to  circumference.*    It  happened  in  this  wise. 


♦  Drnth  bti  I'riffht.—W nrrcn  nrvor  Imp  linci  ninny  Inwycip, bitt  linn  l»€»rn  bloserd 
widi  |)|pnty  of  law.  .lorepli  J*iilch,  Jr.,  Tor  n  while  wnft  deputy  plieriflT,  nn<1  he  once 
went  on  to  rine-lilll  to  nrie^t  one  ijoodwin  on  n  civil  |Moce#«».  Ciooflwln  stood 
looking  at  him  till  the  eherlfl'  got  within  »  rod  of  him.  and  then  fell  dead  In  hlB 
tracks.    It  waR  said  by  some  tliat  his  imagination  killed  him. 

Srrhtiiit  Kntr  <Vf/»r.— (apt  Samuel  I*.  Jklen-III  once  ke|»l  store  on  the  fumpike, 
near  the  nine  ridge.  Some  one  hilelied  bin  horse  and  picigh  In  the  Ftore  sheil  one 
day  and  went  in  to  purchase  goods.  While  there  a  person  su|>poFed  to  be  tlpsT, 
M-enl  upbeiMUiltbe  old  fashioned,  high-backed,  blue-|nlnted  sleigh,  to  answer  to 
one  of  tlic  calls  of  nnluve.  The  sleigh  back  was  Ave  feet  high  to  Keen  fl:e  wind  ofT 
the  «lrivcr,  ami  there  was  a  crack  near  the  top  of  it.  The  copious  fliMid  poured  forth 
by  the  tipsy  man  ran  thi-nugh  the  crack,  down  on  the  Inilde  and  Mret  the  owner's 
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Mrs.  Sarah  Weeks,  of  whom  we  have  spoken  before,  and  who  had 
the  very  envinhio  rcimhition  of  Xmmg  a  witch,  wife  of  BtMijaniiii 
WcckM,  .Jr.,  IumI  bccMHiic  cluir;<^cahle  to  the  t«iwn  of  Wentw(»rth  fcir 
8U|>|)ort  iiM  a  |mn|ior.  She  had  <>n<*«%  livcnl  in  \Varn*n  on  the  llri^^hl- 
oMand,  and  Wentworlh  (h(Hi«fhi  onr  ^iknI  town  hh«Hdd  Kn|i|N»rt 
her.  Wentworlh  requested  Warren  to  do  so.  Warron  refused. 
Wentworth  was  indignant — mad — and  said  she  should.  Warren 
was  stubborn  and  a  suit  was  brou»lit. 

Our  nei(^hbor  across  the  southern  border  employed  distin- 
guished counsel, — Hon.  John  l\  I  lair,  IT.  S.  S4!nati>r,  and  after- 
wanU  niinist(*r  to  Spain,  iiiitl  lion.  .Insiali  Qnint-y.  Our  lN*hivi*tl 
hamlet  engaged  the  services  of  lion.  Franklin  Pierce,  aAerwanla 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  Thomas  J.  Wliip|>le,  Esq.,  to 
assist  him.  The  csise  was  in  the  Eastern  Judicial  Pistrirt  of  Graf- 
ton county,  and  was  tried  at  Plymouth.  It  turned  upon  this  point: 
Did  lienjamin  Wt*ekK,  Jr.,  have  a  n'sideiice  in  Warn*n?  He  had 
never  paid  t4ixcs  there  sevi^i  years  in  succession;  but  on  theliooks 
wjts  this  iHv4)nl:  •*  IMI7,  \U*.u}.  Wivks  clcchil  hogiiwr."  TIwh? 
wat<  no  record  of  his  talking  the  oath  of  ollice,  and  unlc*ss  lie  liad 
done  so,  he  w<ndd  not  have  gained  a  residence.  Tliere  was  great 
excitement  about  the  case  in  both  towns,  and  it  greatly  increased 
when  the  witnesses  were  snnnnoned.  On  the  |)siil  of  Wentworth, 
the  following  wci*e  cited  to  npi>oar: 

Uldiard  Whilenian  and  Sit^plicii  WliKenian,  of  Wanv.ii,  Wil- 
liam Whitvnian,  of  C*anada.  Joshna  l-opp,  Jr.,  of  NorthnnilHirland, 
N.  IL,  William  KcUcy,  and  Anson  Merrill.* 

dtuucr.  thereliy  t<|»uiliu{(  it.  It  wa^  a  cat»e  or  trespass;  the  o%%'ner  wa8  mad;  and 
cworo  lie  woiihl  liuvv  8ntii>rarti(iii.  Mu»c»  ElUwoitli,  »oinctime8  callt-il  Fully fiMtt, 
w;ti»  i>i'u:M.*iit,  lipny.  and  Ik-  \tu>  at  (tii«:i!  (>u»|»ot-led  88  llie  ciili»rit.  and  luLeu  iulo 
cu»t4Mly.  Tliurv  wu<»  no  jiid^  piv«eiil,  ko  u  '*  rclVreuce  "  wa»  a|»|>oinl4.*d  and  they 
iiiiiuctliatcly  itroi-ccdiMl  witii  llic  iiiveAlii;ati«>u.  FortyitMii  |di*ad  "nut  i^dly, 
wlicruu|Miii  a  two  Imit  ndi;  \va>  |ir«N-iii-ir«l  aiitl  the  culpritV  Wy:j<  were  u)«*a>urvd. 
They  wurc  loiiiid  to  Ik'  only  luo  Icrl  I'lMir  ini'hc.<«  iuu^t  uhdc  tht  rracL  in  the  Uai'k 
oi*  tiiu  blei|;h  uaii  thrix;  IW'l  ^i\  iu('h(*>  i'mni  thu  (rronnd.  conheiine.tll)  l he  U'lcri'iiru 
alter Ki*^*^^  *l*'l>'^'''"li""«  1*1'*'*'^''^  '"  ^''•'^  KoilyImM  ctiuhl  not  lia\r  |»u>.oilily  done 
the  tlirly  dettd,  and  lu*  wa/*  a('<|niil<*d  it  i.-^  >aid  thai  lln-  n«'«-n>«-d  \\«*|i|  l«*ur>  ol'  j«iy 
over  the  ii*>nll  ol' the  li'iul.  and  thai  tin-  I'unil,  conoM*!,  and  h|n-rt;>l(»i>,  idl  Uh»L  a 
binde  at  the  bar  ol'  Jn^tirc  iiioide  tin*  -tore. 

iloMTtf  Abholt  and  JoM-pli  U'liUclier  once  iH't  on  an  elertnm  Each  i>takc<l  hia 
hoK  against  the  other.  AhWutt  l«i:>t  Init  wonid  uttl  give  no  hin  hog  Alter  a  good 
deal  ol'  dit»cns(>ion  they  lell  it  out  t<>  William  Touieroy.  Enoch  U.  Weekd,  and  Me- 
ven!<  M.  L>ow,  who  lit'ouglit  in  that  Whiti-lK-r  Almnhl  have  Abbott's  ho;^;  ;i  very  proper 
decittion  acrordnig  to  the  Ix-ttiu^  code,  but  decidedly  illegal.  This  case  created 
luimcuiie  excitement  on  the  Summit. 

•  .VNSt»X   AND  MAIIAL.V   {Hunt*)  MKUKIiJ.'d   FAMILY    UKOOltlk. 

Married  Oct.  IKII.  lie  was  born  Dec.  1,  |Si)l.  She  was  burn  Aug.  |.\  I8l.*i. 
Their  cliUdn. u  arc  EliialicUi,  Van,  an  iurunt,  Ada  A.  uiid  EUeu  L. 


•  t:  ■^■■'  v."'^ 
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On  the  i)jirt  of  Wsirrcn,  Mosos  If.  Cleinont,  Jcsso  I^ittlc,*  Page 
Clement,  son  of  old  Joniitimn  Clement,  innkeeper,  David  Fellows, 
and  Nnthaniel  Clough,  were  suumioned. 

William  D.  McQuestion  was  agent  for  Wentworth;  Enoch  11. 
Weeks  was  agent  for  AVarren. 

And  now  the  battle  began.  Wentworth's  witnesses  testified 
(lint  UiMijiimin  \Ve(*kf(,  »lr.,  was  rliosen  hogri*ev(*;  bnt  they  ronid  not 
swear  that  he  was  sworn  in.  Warren's  witnesses  (cstilied  that  he 
was  chosen,  bnt  that  he  was  not  sworn  in.  The  lawyers  on  the  trial 
were  very  smai;t  as  might  be  expected,  and  fought  tenaciously. 
They  wanted  to  show  their  present  and  future  clients  what  great 
ability  they  had. 

The  evidence  was  nil  in;  the v  were  about  to  commence  the 
argument.s;  silence  reigned  in  the  court  room.  There  was  a  pause. 
Then  Richard  Whitenian,  sometimes  called  Sir  Richard  of  Tamo- 
rack  swamp,  again  took  the  stand.  His  countenance  shone,  his 
recollection  was  refreshed,  and  he  testified  as  brave  off  a  lion  tliat 
Benjamin  Weeks,  Jr.,  was  elected,  that  ho  wos  sworn  in,  and  that 
he,  AVhiteman,  had  helped  him  on  several  occasions  both  yoke  and 
ring  hogs.    Most  satisfactory  evidence  I 

The  argmnonts  wc;re  made,  the  Judge  delivered  his  charge, 
the  jiu'v  retired,  and  returning  in  a  few  minutes,  gave  a  verdict  for 
Wentworlh.  Warren*s  agent  and  his  witnesses  went  home  feeling 
cheap  enough. 

That  night  Wentworth  had  a  jollification.  Their  old  cannon 
was  brought  out.  It  was  double  charged  every  time,  and  again 
and  again  it  sent  the  notes  of  victory  up  the  Asquamchunmuke 
valley,  over  every  hill  of  our  handet,  even  to  Warren  Summit.   Of 

f.lKMSK  ANI»  MIISAN  <'nlM'  (Mrrritf)  I.MTI.K'J*  1'V.MILY  UKCOKD. 

Mr  \va*«  Imrn  .Inly  4,  1800.  Wllli:u«,  born  Mar.  20,  IS33. 

She  m:is  horn  .liilv.  :tO,  1S08.  IMionuiH  U.  born  8cpt.  7,  lS:t8. 

MjirriiMl  Nov.  IS.  IWJI.  Ucor;jo  A.  born  May  23, 1S47. 
'losepli,  born  Oci.  2S,  18:10. 

(iF:NKAI,<H}Y   OK  TIIF.   I.I'ITI.K  PA.Mil.V    IN    WAKUKN. 

(iKoi.'cr.  LiTTi.i:,  a  tailor  by  hade,  canir  from  l^nirorn  Mroot.,IiOmlon,  KitfC- 
lan«l.  lo  N«'\\bni\ .  Mass..  in  HVIO*.     llr  niarrit'il  AUim"  Poor. 

^loHtv^.  nil  «'liilil  or  (ioorK<*i  boil)  Mairli  II,  liiTt?,  niarrinl  Kyilin  Coflln. 
'rrls|.r;iiii,2«l  •liibl  of  Mosrs,  born  IhT.I),  H^Sl.  niarrini  Sarali  ihiU*. 
Sainiu'l,  :t(|  rliilil  of  Tristraiit,  born  Fob.  is,  I7|:|,  niarrini  l>orolliy  Noym. 
.lames,  l^i  rbibi  of  Sainiiol.  born  I'Vb.  18,  I7.'>7,  niarrini  Tainar  K'oIkmIm. 
AnioH,  :Ulchtl<l  ol*  .ianie8,  lM>rn  Feb.  28,  lliW^  uinrrbHl  HoUev  Kimball. 
.le8HO,5tli  cliilU  of  Anios,  bom  July  I,  ItWU,  married  8u8au  0.  HcitIU. 
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coiirso  the  citi%eii8  of  Warroii  wore  perfectly  dellplit^d  with  the 

^iitlu  IIIIIHic. 

Wciitworth's  c4ilcbnitioii  hod  a  woiidoiiul  oflTect.  It  waked  np 
the  iimsty  itscol lection  of  every  old  iiiaii  iu  Warren.  Tliey  licg^n 
to  remember  how  the  case  wan.  Old  Mr.  Nathaniel  Clongh  was 
the  tirst  man  to  recall  it.  The  facts  wei*e  something  as  follows: 
There  were  in  town  two  men,  father  and  son,  by  the  name  of  lien- 
jamin  Weeks,  Benjamin,  Sen.,  and  Benjamin,  Jr.  The  son  was 
chosen  hogreeve,  bnt  as  he  was  not  in  the  meeting  at  tlie  time,  to 
take  tlio  oatJi,  his  father,  lienjamin  Weeks,  ste|}i>ed  forwanl  at 
once  and  said,  "  Choose  me  and  I  will  serve."  lie  was  immedi- 
ately chosen,  took  the  oath,  and  the  record  on  the  town  book, 
"  1817,  Benj. 'Weeks  elected  hogi-ceve,"  was  correct;  but  it  had  no 
relation  to  Benj.  Weeks,  Jr.  Many  other  men  now  remembered 
the  fact  and  tlie  town  could  not  give  the  cause  lip  so. 

Accoi^dingly  at  a  meeting  called  and  held  Nov.  22,  1843,  the 
following  voto  wiis  |uis84*d:  '*Tlmt  the  agent  chostui  to  carry  on 
the  case  Ijctween  Warren  and  Wentworth,  have  it  trietl  where  they 
tliink  proper;  that  the  agent  ascertain  whether  the  review  destroys 
the  decision  of  Uie  fanner  trial,  if  it  does  destroy  it,  then  the 
agents  are  to  settle  with  Wentworth,  by  that  town  paying  the  legal 
cost  tlic  town  of  Warren  would  recover  by  law,  and  they  also 
support  Sarah  Weeks;  if  they  will  not  wattle  upon  tlics»»  condiliouK. 
then  the  agent  is  to  proceed  with  ilic  case." 

The  facts  and  tli<;  action  of  the  town  came  to  the  oars  of  the 
agent  of  AVcntworth.  At  first  he  was  ]ucreduh>us,  then  he  made 
inquiries,  then  went  to  the  old  men  of  AVarren  and  learned  how 
they  wonld  testify,  and  finally  after  the  winter  and  spring  passed, 
and  the  snninicr  was  far  along,  he  came  to  Warren,  Imckt'd  down, 
and  paid  np.  Tluis  (muUmI  Warren's  gri'alrst  lawsnit ;  all  the  rili- 
/ens  jclt  goo<l  and  \\\v  virlory  ninsl  he  rrh'hraled.  This  wa.s  not 
done  hy  tiring  cannon  after  (he  manner  of  Wentworth;  but  ]>ar- 
ties,  junketings,  and  apple  bees  were  rife,  and  the  people  ihat 
autumn  had  a  most  hilarions  time  of  it. 

The  young  friends  of  your  lininble  historian,  who  was  a  boy 
then,  went  with  him  to  two  paring  bees  that  tali,  according  to  his 
recollection.  Once  we  <-^ini<^  down  by  tlu*.  Korks  S4-.hoolhonso, 
where  Ilurriciine  brook,  a  silver  sti^ani,  falls  into  Patch  brook. 
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afTor  leaping  nnd  laughing  its  way  from  iho  giinimit  of  Mount 
Can-,  n,()00  fcot.  abovo  us,  to  Mr.  William  Clough^s.  What  a  pile 
of  apples  was  workc<l  up  Uiat  night.  Four  bravo  young  men  wci*o 
mounted  on  four  old  fashioned  paring  machines,  all  of  diflbreut 
patterns,  and  with  what  a  buzz  they  took  the  skins  off  tlie  beauti- 
ful and  many  hucd  apples.  A  ]ot  of  us  small  boys  did  nothing 
but  quarter  the  i>eclod  fruit;  the  beautiful  young  ladies  and  tlie 
ran*rnl  niolhcrs  rorod  thoni  ever  so  nicely,  and  a  bevy  of  girls  and 
old  Mr.  Clongh  strung  hundreds  of  **  strings'*  and  hung  Hicm  in 
wreallis  nnd  wavy  ftv^toons,  ornaments  like,  on  pegs  about  the 
room  to  dry. 

Ten  o'clock  in  (ho  evening,  nnd  the  work  was  done.  What  a 
supper  we  hnd,  fit  for  a  king,  and  enough  for  a  small  regiment. 
Ifow  good  it  taslod.  And  the  games  after  supper  wds  over! 
**  UViUil  nuurs  buH'**  wns  glorious,  '*  Unt(/)n,  bul.tx)n,"  was  nice,  and 
''Turn  the  plaice"  was  so  finr.  And  then  (he  pawns  paid  and  the 
kisses  given.  How  rosy  the  lips  (lint  gave  (lioni.  Ilow  1  envied 
the  boys  that  got  them.  A  little  of  superstidon  must  come  in; 
apple  peelings  were  (brown  over  line  heads  to  make  initial  letters 
of  their  lovers'  names,  and  several  went  down  cellar  backwards 
holding  a  mirror  in  their  hands  to  see  their  futui-e  husband^s  or 
wife's  face.  Then  we  playnd  "  Chase  (Jie  squirrel,"  and  **  Pass  the 
handkerchief,"  and  "  Simon  says  thumbs  up,"  and  sombody  sang 
songs  ever  so  beaulifnl,  and  i(  was  after  midnight  when  wo  were 
going  home  again  by  the  **  Forks  school-house,"  in  Patchbreuck- 
land. 

We  had  never  been  out  so  late  before,  and  there  was  a  gi'ave- 
yard  wi(h  white  (x>nibs(ones  by  the  "  Forks  school-house."  But 
we  went  bravely  i)ast  it,  and  going  up  by  (he  Palch  place  where 
tlonalhan  IOn(on  lived,  the  sl^irs  shone  nbove  us,  and  the  crescent 
moon  was  hurrying  down  the  western  sky.  Just  then  there  was 
a  strange  cry.  We  listened  —  heard  it  again.  The  older  boys  said 
it  was  a  wild  hound  dog  on  the  eastern  mountains.  Some  said  he 
belonged  in  Woodstock.  Ilow  plain  1  heard  him  myself  on  that 
moonlight  night  in  autumn.  Rnying  nt  inteiTals,  his  three  almost 
unenrMily  yi^lls  would  come  ringing  out  through  (ho  darkness. 
What,  wns  he  pursuing?  Was  it  the  bounding  deer,  the  black  fox, 
ininning  straight  away  (or  miles,  or  a  shadowy  ghost  leading  will- 
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o'-tlio-wisp  like  through  dark  rarinos  and  wild  gorges.  Othefra 
said  they  liad  lieard  the  old  hound  in  the  stonn  when  his  hayiii«r 
mingled  wiHi  the  voice  of  the  wind  and  the  roar  of  the  mouutaiu 
streams. 

There  were  dozens  of  paring  hees  that  fall,  antt  tlio  nunierons 
parties  and  festivities  provoked  by  the  great  lawsuit  victory  only 
ended,  if  we  remember  Hght,  by  a  grand  ball,  where  Jim  Clement 
danced  his  flat-footed  donble-shufilo  so  remarkably,  and  a  turkey 
snpiier,  tliat  came  ofl"  about  Chiistmas  time,  at  the  present  Moosil- 
auke  house,  one  of  the  neat  hotels  of  the  hanilot. 

May  Warren  never  1m;  |HU*plexiHl  liy  anollier  lawsuit  like  tlio 
one  abont  Mra.  Sai-ah  Weeks  or  any  other  kind;  but  if  she  should, 
may  it  have  a  like  successful  and  liappy  termination. 


CnAPTER  IV. 


A   CHAPTER  ON  riRES. 


"VVe  introduce  it  hci-c,  because  the  greatest  liappcucd  about 
this  time,  and  all  tlic  otbci*s  seem  to  centre  around  it.  It  is  worthy 
of  record  that  they  had  fp*and  ones  when  the  farms  were  cleared; 
but  Mic  iivsl  dwellin«r  Iiohrc  burned  in  Warren,  as  wo  all  well 
reuicinbcr,  was  James  Aiken's  cabin  that  stood  half  a  mile  east  of 
the  depot.  Then  Joseph  Pat^ih's  buildings  woix)  fired  by  a  bravo 
sojer  boy  journeying  home  from  the  wars,  and  for  nioi'e,jthau  half 
a  ccnturv  aflor  not  a  house  was  burned  in  Warren. 

Then  about  the  vear  18;»0,  Ulchard  AVhitenian's  luniso  on  the 
Sunnnil.  went  down,  1'oIIow(mI  by  I.Ik^  Pine  hill  s<*h<>ol-houM*,  which 
burned  up  in  the  daytime,  and  shortly  after  that,  the  village  school- 
Iionse  fiashed  bnght  one  night  and  was  gone.  This  was  the 
prelude. 

One  bright  spring  day  in  1845,  the  old  homestead  of  Amos 
Little,  on  Hccch  hill,  accidentally  took  fire.  All  the  male  mem- 
bers of  the  family  had  gone  away,  while  Mrs.  Kimball  Little,  who 
was  unwell,  had  retired  to  her  chamber.  There  Avas  a  barrel 
standing  in  the  <%hed  adjoining  the  house,  in  which  some  meat  had 
been  placed  to  smoke,  and  as  the  family  had  smoked  their  meat 
here  the  preceding  spring,  and  no  accident  having  occurred,  it 
was  r(Hisidered  Fafe. 

Kroni  this  the  lire  took.  U  was  a  beautiful  day,  no  wind.  An 
individual  standing  near  the  church  on  the  cinnmon,  happening  to 
look  in  the  direction  of  the  house,  saw  curling  slowly  up  a  Uiiu 
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column  of  blno  smoke.  One  moment  more  and  the  cty  of  fire 
rung  out  i*ou8ing  every  neighbor.  The  inmates  of  tlie  scliool- 
house  near  by  were  (lisinissed,  unil  the  young  urcliius  i1i.spsitclicd  in 
all  directions  to  give  the  iihinn. 

When  the  first  individual,  a  peddler,  anivcd  at  the  house,  with 
another  person  to  assist  liim  he  could  have  stopi>ed  the  fire ;  but 
in  five  minutes  tlie  roof  of  the  shed  was  in  flames. 

Mrs.  Little  awakened,  almost  swooned  in  fright,  then  with  the 
rest  commenced  to  cony  the  furnitui-e  from  tlie  house.  lu  a  very 
short  time  nearly  all  tlie  villagers  airived.  Some  tried  to  tear 
down  the  slied  connecting  the  house  with  the  three  large  bams; 
but  before  it  was  half  demolished  the  flames  and  blinding  smoko 
drove  them  fram  the  undcrLiking.  Everv  one  now  worked  to 
save  wliat  they  could  from  the  burning  buildings.  But  as  is  cus- 
tomary at  all  fires,  where  they  seldom  occur,  people  generally  lost 
tlieir  wits,  and  haste,  hurry,  and  excitement  prevailed;  windows 
were  tlirown  from  the  second  story  to  the  ground ;  looking-glasses 
and  other  furnitui-o  easily  demolished,  shared  tlie  same  fate,  and 
there  was  a  delightful  scene  of  confusion. 

The  fire  advanced  rapidly,  and  it  was  soon  evident  the  build- 
ing must  be  abandoned;  but  one  mnn,  Mr.  Miranda  Whitcber, 
wishing  to  save  some  article  of  furniture  which  was  in  a  room  on 
the  east  side  of  the  house,  went  thither.  JIo  had  scarcely  entered 
it  bctbra  the  flames  sprung  up  behind,  and  firing  an  unphustercd 
wall  made  a  retreat  almost  impossible.  A  dense  volume  of  smoke 
now  fliled  the  room,  choking  and  blinding  him ;  but  Mr.  AVliitcher 
with  a  bound  shot  through  the  tii*c,  tixnl  quickly  along  the  totter- 
ing floor  and  made  for  a  dist^int  window.  The  people  below  saw 
him  and  loudly  shouted  to  him  to  jump  out  upon  the  ground;  but 
he  seemed  possessed  of  a  strange  fatality,  and  did  not  notice  them. 
The  flames  creeping  nipidly  along  the  floor  l>eliind,  scoi*chei1  the 
poor  man,  when  grasping  lli(MviM(l(»w  sill  he  slowly  let  liinitH^.lf 
down,  but  did  not  relincpiisli  his  hold.  The  Are  at  that  instant 
bursting  from  the  window  below  circled  up  and  aronud  him.  In- 
dividuals entreated  him  to  lei  go;  but  he  heeded  them  not,  until 
at  lust  exhausted,  his  hands  slowly  relaxed,  and  he  fell.  Two  per- 
sons enveloi)cd  in  wet  blankets  succeeded  in  reaching  him,  and  he 
was  removed  to  the  little  fleld  on  the  west  side  of  the  road. 


BURNED  TO  DEATH.  469 

The  lai-go  buildings  were  now  completely  enveloped  in  fire 
crowned  by  an  innnense  colinnn  ol'  black  smoke.  Nearly  every 
person  had  gatliered  about  the  dying  man,  whose  groans  mingling 
with  the  crackling  flames  and  the  rooi*  of  the  burning  buildings, 
made  an  impressive  scene.  In  a  few  moments  more,  after  one 
convulsive  quiver,  the  fine  old  house  fell  a  mass  of  burning  ruins. 
Mr.  Whitchcr  was  then  conveyed  to  his  home,  suflercd  for  anliour 

and  died. 

A  whole  generation  had  lived  in  Warren  without  a  firo  of  any 

magnitude,  and  now  such  a  conllagration,  with  Whitcher's  death, 
following  so  close  upon  the  heels  of  "  the  terrible  Parker  murder," 
which  had  filled  the  whole  State  with  horror,  made  a  profound 
impression  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  and  hardly  anything  else 
was  talked  of  for  a  Avhole  month.  The  citizens  of  Warren  did 
what  was  customary  in  olden  times  in  New  Hampshire;  Uiey  made 
a ''bee;''  a  hundred  men  or  so  went  into  the  woods  with  broad 
axes  and  narrow  axes,  and  squares,  and  chalk-lines,  and  in  a 
week's  time  almost  a  frame  was  raised  over  the  old  ruins.  Before 
autumn  JCimball  Little,  youngest  son  of  Amos  Little,  had  moved 
into  the  new  house  and  was  npon  the  old  farm  again. 

For  the  benetlt  of  our  readers  who  are  interested  in  casualties 
of  this  kind,  we  will  state  (hat  the  next  lire  occurred  early  in  tlio 
sunnncr  of  1841).  Vowell  Ijcathers' house  was  burned,  and  in  it 
burned  his  wife.  It  was  a  beautiful  sunnner  Sabbath.  Mr.  Lcatli- 
ers  was  away  at  llomney,*  attending  meeting.  His  son  Jolin, — 
many  yet  remember  him, — was  in  the  woods  listening  to  the  songs 
of  birds  and  gathering  broom-stnfl*,  wiiile  Mi's.  Leathers,  who  was 
old  and  blind,  but  an  excellent  woman  for  all  that,  could  not  liclp 
luM'seirin  any  nnmner. 

About  eleven  oVlock  in  the  forenoon,  Isaac  Sawtelle,  who 
lived  by  Sawtelle  school-house,  three  miles  away,  saw  the  smoke 
curling  up  from  the  dwelling,  high  up  on  the  side  of  Sentinel 
mountain.  He  came  to  the  village  on  the  nin,  rushed  into  the 
meeting-house,  and  without  ceremony  gave  the  alarm,  and  with 
Hi<»  whoh^  confrrrgalion  hurried  away  up  Heech  hill.  The  house 
wns  all  in  tlames  when  Sawtelle  arrived  there,  and  a  thin  smoke 

*  It  is  Hiiiil  Hint  Iho  Hon.  .loHinh  Qiiinry  knowA  how  to  ftpell  Kntnncy  correctly; 
that  instead  ol'  K-ii-in  rum,  otlicru'iec  *'  rot-gut,^  Iio  spells  tiie  word,  'K-o-m-n*e-7 
Ronmey,  a  noble  name  fVom  a  royal  English  house,  that  of  the  Earl  of  Romney. 
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Wfis  cnrling  thron^h  the  roof  of  (ho  bnni.  IIiiiT)'iiig^  in  and  on  to 
the  huy-niow,  he  foiiiiil  it  proceeded  from  n  slow  uialrh  uindo  with 
great  caix!,  mid  tlmt  the  luiy  was  not  yet  Imruiii*^.  lie  removed 
Mio  nitdcli  and  Ihe  ham  was  saved.  Ilanllv  aiivlhin<'  wan  takcMi 
out  of  the  lioiise,  and  Mrs.  Leathers  was  bitrucd  to  death. 

The  next  day  Dr.  Little  climbed  Ueeeli  hill,  picked  ap  the 
chaii'cd  remains  of  (he  poor  woman,  idnced  (hem  in  a  rnde  box 
and  carrying  them  (o  (he  grave-yard,  on  Pine-hill  road,  tliey  were 
bnricd. 

There  was  a  (emblc  suspicion  in  (he  minds  of  |MH)ple.  AVho 
set  (ho  fire?  No  one  h:is  ever  (old,  and  it  will  ])robably  forever 
remain  a  mystery.  Still  Uncle  Leathers,  as  he  is  familiarly  called, 
never  was  considered  a  bad  man,  (hough  he  dcKcended  from  the 
Gipf^y  race  and  has  many  eccentricities,  among  which  is  (he  erect- 
ing of  toinl>-slones  with  names  tlieituni,  for  himself  and  scnne  of 
his  family  before  their  dealh,  and  his  fondness  f(»r  |)erfnmes ;  he 
being  (he  man,  as  we  have  before  stateil,  who  |>el*^istcd  in  killing, 
cooking,  and  eating  such  sweet  smelling  aidnials  as  skiniks,  at  the 
town  farm,  much  to  the  delight  of  the  lady  paupei's  and  other  per- 
sons living  there.  It  is  said  (hat  he  once  put  a  ikunk,  Ircsh  smell- 
ing from  the  dewy  fields,  under  Mi-s.  Brown's  l>ed,  (hereby  filling 
tlic  soul  of  that  chtisto  and  ])ious  lady  with  great  happiness. 
Uncle  I^'athcrs  at  (he  close  of  Warren's  fii-st  century  is  still  living, 
a  hale  and  hearty  old  man. 

During  the  winter  of  1854,  the  buildings  of  Mr.  Amos  Clement, 
together  with  nearly  all  their  contents,  including  thiity-thrcc  val- 
uable sheep  which  they  could  not  drive  from  the  lire,  a  hog  and  a 
yearling  steer,  were  destroyed. 

Since  then  a  tavern  stand  built  by  Mr.  Ephniim  Clement  near 
tlio  depot,  together  with  Mr.  Isaac  Merrill's  buildings  near  by, 
have  burned.  Muses  KllswortlTs  little  wA  house  on  Warren  Sum- 
mit burned  up  one  night,  ilazen  Clement's  hou^>e  and  barn  on 
the  side  of  Mount  (?arr  was  consumed  one  day  ^vlien  all  the  family 
were  away.  Kphraini  Clement's  Iiouho  on  Tine  hill,  where  Uaiali 
Batchclder  once  lived,  went  down  in  a  night.  John  Marston's 
wbeel-wright  sho])  blazed  like  a  rocket  and  was  gone;  and  last, 
Daniel  Marston's  house,  at  the  foot  of  the  lleight-oMand,  burned 
up.    We  had  almost  forgot  to  state  that  George  W.  Jackson  was 
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iiiovin«i;  u  house  from  (lie  lop  of  the  lIci«>;lit-o'-hiiKl  one  summer. 
It  got  stuck  iu  the  road  niid  stood  tlicrc  n  fortnight.  Ouc  night 
some  bad  ])erson  touched  a  match  to  it,  aud  tlio  old  house  never 
came  down  to  Wuritm  vi lingo.* 

But  the  grandest  (Ires  we  have  ever  seen,  were  the  fires  upon 
Wurreu's  mountains.  AVebster  slide  hns  blazed  like  a  volcano. 
OwTs  bond  has  bunted  for  months,  lighting  up  the  heavens  at 
night;  Muosehillock  has  been  wrapped  in  sheets  of  tiauie  com- 
pletely enveloping  its  twin  peaks,  and  Mount  Carr,  twice  within 
the  memory  of  the  present  genemtion,  has  Hashed  from  base  to 
summit.  It  was  in  the  summer  of  1854  that  the  fii*c  roared  on 
Mount  Carr.  Then  a  million  trees  burned  to  the  wind.  Then  a 
sound  cnnie  like  the  rushing  of  a  temiiest;  like  the  mighty 
voice  of  the  ocean,  its  roaring  was  heard  six  miles  away,  and 
one  could  see  to  read  flue  print  at  midnight.  U  was  a  sight  never 
to  be  forgotten. 


•  Fridny,  Rcpf.  1«,  1870,  tlicic  wns  n  gi-cnt  lire  in  Warren.  Rnsecl!  Morrill's 
hotel,  the  old  Jofieph  Merrill  inn,  nnd  Henry  W.  Week's  house  burned.  The  lire 
occuri-ed  about  two  o'clock  iu  the  morning.    Loss  $16,000,  insured  for  $10/)00. 


>• 


CHAPTER  V. 


HOW  AND  WHEN  THB  RAILROAD  WAS  BUILT,  WHICH  WILL  BB  A 
WONDRR  TO  FUTURE  GENERATIONS,  BUT  IS  QUITE  A  OOUMON 
THINQ  NOW. 


The  first  railroad  steam  ongine  and  railway,  if  we  remem- 
ber riglit,  were  built  in  England.  Tlic  first  railroad  in  tliis  cbantry 
was  the  short  lino  from  the  stone  quarries  in  Quiiicy,  Mass.,  to  tlie 
wharf ''down  by  the  sea/'  to  transport  stone.  Then  in  New  Eng'- 
laud,  tlio  Boston  and  Providence,  the  Boston  and  Worcester,  and 
the  Boston  and  Jewell  railroads  followed  in  quick  succession,  and 
after  these  were  built,  railraads  began  to  multiply  wonderfully  all 
through  the  country. 

From  Lowell  the  iron  horse  ci*q)t  up  the  Merrimack  gradually 
to  Concoi*d,  N.  II.  Here  it  paused  a  short  time,  but  not  long. 
The  Northern  railroad  from  Concord  to  Ix'banon,  was  soon  com- 
menced, and  then  after  the  most  fierce  opposition  from  the  North- 
ern and  Pasumpsic  railroads  at  the  June  session  of  the  I^*gislature 
in  1844,  the  Boston,  Conconl  and  Monti-cal  was  chartered. 

The  company    innncdiatrly   organized,   tlosiah    (jninc),*    of 
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FredidaUs  t — 

.lotiiah  Quincy,  elected  April  8,  1815. 

JohD  E.  Lyon,  elected  May  3il,  18U0,  still  in  office. 

Supcriniendtntt .- — 

Peter  Clnrk,  cliosiii  Mny  15,  I8tu. 

Jaine«  N.  KIkiutf,  clii  sen  Doc.  2,  1817.    Died  .luiic  :!0,  ISSS. 
.lamcd  U.  Wliitou,  cliu:4eii  June  2u,  l£0:{.    Died  June  SO,  1857. 
JohuT.  Cofllu,  cliot<en  June,  1857.  at)  agent  of  TruaCee*. 
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Itoinnoy,  holii*^  rn»si<lrii(.,  and  Dw  |)Coi)lc  alon<^  tJio  route  freely 
paid  their  money  for  a  purvey,  wliicli  was  made  this  season  by  Mr. 
Crockery  throughout  the  Avholc  line.  Stock  books  were  also  imme- 
diately opened,  a  considerable  amount  was  subscribed,  tlio  grading 
of  the  road  was  commenced  upon  its  lower  sections,  and  In  about 
one  year  was  coniplolod  ei^rhU^en  miles,  fmni  Concord  to  Tiltou. 

Then  a  year  more  and  the  cars  ran  to  fjaconia,  and  another 
year  and  they  got  up  to  Meredith  village.  Here  they  stopped 
a  while,  for  the  route  by  the  beautiful  ponds  of  Centre  Harbor 
and  over  New  Hampton  summit  was  a  hard  one;  but  late  iu  the 
autumn  of  1849  the  cars  ran  into  Plymouth. 

TUit  the  road  was  not  to  stop  here ;  it  had  already  been  com- 
menced above  on  ihe  bankK  of  the  A8(|uamchumauke,  and  Thomas 
Piersons  wa«  set  stoutly  to  work  to  lind  a  feasible  mute  over 
Warren  8ummit.  The  iirst  line  8urv(»ycd  by  Crocker,  came  up 
the  west  bank  of  the  Asquamchuniauke,  up  Black  brook,  the 
Mikascotii,  the  same  side  to  the  Blue  ridge,  thence  crossing  tlic 
valley  at  llu^  outlet  of  Itunaway  pond  it  piu^Fcd  up  the  east  shore 
of  the  latter  basin,  up  Black  brook,  over  the  Summit  and  down  the 
Olivorian.  Thos.  Picrsons  took  the  east  side  of  the  valley  through 
Warren,  crossed  (he  As(|uamchnnianke,  willi  a  *Mill  "  for  half  a 
mile  seventy-live  feet  deep,  to  the  side  of  Knight  hill,  and  thence 
up  Berry  brook  to  the  Sunnnit.  Then  he  tried  up  the  i-oad  to 
Noyes  Bridge,  kept  un<ler  the  bank  on  the  east  side  of  ihe  lower 
village,  thence  across  the  plain  by  the  ])lace  wheit;  James  Aikeu 
got  burned  out,  and  up  his  old  route  by  Berry  brook.  He  made 
his  report  and  **  the  directors  considered." 

Two  yeai-8  they  considered;  and  Ihen  another  engineer  was 
prornred,  T.  .1.  Carter,  and  he  surveyed  and  located  the  present 
railroad  route  through  AV'arren.    He  did  his  work  best  of  all,  for 


'loi^cpli  A.  OudgCf  choHcn  Aug.  0, 18.18,  still  in  oRIce. 
Clerk:— 

CliarlcR  ]^nno,  chosen  April  8, 1845,  still  in  olllce. 
StfUion  Affriitn  at  tV.irrrn  t— 

Daviil  Aiuooil  ami  Mr.  CIiumo. 
Itirlninl  Wi^^^iii. 
Miin-UH  !M.  l.nwrnu'o. 
KilMin  r  WiMilMoini. 
ftlornll  .1.  Sniilioni. 
.1.  M.  i'arkfl,  nt  Summit. 
—Col.  Charlea  Lane**  ttatement. 


474  mSTOBY   OF    WABRKM. 

no  where  else  in  town  conid  the  depot  liave  been  so  satisfncturily 
located. 

The  road  wast  ahx^ady  utMirly  «^nid(Hl  U>  the  sonlh  line  of  War- 
rcU|  and  a  coutnict  was  nuide  in  the  nnnnner  of  18.^>0  with  AVarrou 
11.  Smithy  an  enlerpi'isin«^  gentleman  residing  at  Tilton,  to  com- 
plete it  to  AVan-en  vilhige.  Mr.  Smith  commenced  work  tlic  ensu- 
ing October,  and  then  AVaiTcn  glowed  with  life. 

As  many  men  as  po^ihle  were  put  into  the  Cliflbrd  cut  on 
the  southern  boundary,  and  thore  weix;  a  lot  of  bhantios  built  at 
the  east  end  of  the  bridgi!  over  the  river  near  by,  for  the  Irish 
shovelei-s  to  live  in.  Well  do  we  remember  the  pleasant  littlo 
auocd  Jto  told  of  those  tr.uHicnt  residents  here.  One  of  the  shanty 
fiimilies  sent  to  li-eland  for  a  A*iend  of  theii-s.  He  lande<1  in  Boa- 
ton  and  tlien  came  innnediately  to  Wanx^n.  The  next  Sabbath  as 
alone  he  w:is  walking  out  for  his  health  and  a  little  pi(»ns  nuullta- 
tioii,  ho  clmn(x;d  Ut  lind  its  he  thought  a  8|H>tt<Hl  cat  by  the  wall. 
Catching  it  up  in  his  arms  ho  began  to  stroke  its  back  saying,  '*  Poor 
pussy,''  when  suddenly  tlropping  it  he  gnis|MHl  his  nose;  and  ex- 
claimed, *'  Jlowly  Mitlier,  what  has  the  cnithurc  been  aitenl''  Not 
being  pai-ticularly  fond  of  sweet  perfumes,  ho  quickly  returned  to 
the  shanty  and  with  religious  fervor  related  his  adventures  with 
the  cat,  nmch  to  the  delight  of  all  his  friends. 

The  Kcdington  boys,  brothers,  tinishcd  the  Clifroi-d  cut.  Mr. 
Gipson  was  ''  boss  '*  iu  the  ''  side-hill  cnt,'^  near  tlu*  old  Nathaniel 
Ch>ngli  ]>hice.  It  took  all  winter  to  dig  this  out.  William  Clem- 
ent, of  WuriXMi,  son  of  (\»1.  Ih'U.,  ovei^aw  a  gang  of  Irishmen  near 
the  long  covered  niilroad  bridge,  making  the  till  above  the  bridge 
and  the  cut  through  the  John  Mills  burying-ground,  down  by  the 
Patch  jdace  to  Patch  brook.  Old  '•  St.  Uowen  "  graded  up  about 
the  depot,  running  his  '^  dump  carts  "  all  winter  down  through 
tlie  village  over  the  Noyes  bridge  to  the  mound  just  IhjIow  on  tho 
east  side  of  llu;  road.  Pilv  lie  lianird  sand  I'ntni  lliere,  for  he  letl 
an  unsightly  cut.  All  of  Clenicnt*s  and  Mr.  l(o\ven*snien  lived  in 
shanties  over  by  Patch  brook  whei*e  it  leaps  down  Rocky  falls. 
Batchelder  of  Lake  village  made  the  rock  vut  just  west  of  the 
Moo^ilanke  house,  and  (he  butnients,  and  the  great  bridge,  were 
built  during  the  winter. 

liefoi-e  the  lirst  of  April,  1851,  tho  grading  and  bridges  on  the 
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wliolo.  lino  fVoiii  I'lyinoulli  to  NVan*cn  villa^j^c  were  nemiy  coni- 
pleteil.  As  soon  iw  the  j^rouiul  w.as  sufllcieiitly  sc^tlled,  !Mr.  Smith 
cuinmeiiced  (o  hiy  (ho  tradx,  nnd  on  the  24th  of  Mny  the  first 
stcnin  en;rinu  i-an  into  NVun-cn,  and  on  tlio  25th  its  bell  was  rung 
at  Warren  depot. 

May  25,  1851,  was  a  ^ront  day  for  Warren.  It  should  not  be 
ror*;:ollrn.  Willi  (hat  day  ranio  a  new  IU'e.  The  «;reat  trams  and 
CDVcrcMl  wa«»«)ns,  the  |>un;r«  *>!'  winter,  driven  by  the  Vermont 
larniers;  the  sta;;es,  the  mijifhty  droves  of  bt^eC  cattle  (ram|>in<^ 
alonj^  tlie  road;  the  tloeks  of  sheep,  thousands  toj^elher;  herds  of 
swine  more  numerous  than  (ho  one  the  devils  of  Mary  Magdalcno 
drove  into  the  sea,  going  to  market, — all  these  shall  now  disappear 
from  the  highways  of  Warren  forever.  In  their  place  shall  como 
thuiid(M'ing  cai*s,  the  iron  hoi*sc  with  ribs  of  steel  and  heart  of  fire, 
screaming  with  its  steam  whistle  loud  enough  to  be  heard  faraway 
beyond  (*len  ponds  and  AVoodstock,  passenger  trains  and  freight 
trains,  and  telegraph. 

The  people  of  Warren  did  ap])reciate  the  day  and  celebmted  it. 
Mr.  iSniith  gave  a  bountiful  ^nd  excellent  supperatthe  Moosilauko 
house,  (hen  kept  by  Levi  C.  Whitcher,  and  mirth,  hilarity,  music, 
and  d.'ini'ing  prevailed. 

On  the  lirst  Monday  in  June,  1851,  the  ears  began  to  run  regu- 
larly from  Warren,  no  longer  a  (pii<*t,  pleasant  handet-,  but  now  a 
smart,  bustling  liMIe  town  among  the  mountains.* 

At  the  railroad  company's  annual  meeting,  held  at  Wcntworth 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  May,  it  was  voted  to  prefer  six  hundred 
thousand  dollars  of  stoek,  n  ith  which  to  construct  the  road  from 
AVari-en  to  Woodsville;  and  early  in  the  fall  the  grading  was  con- 
tracted lor  by  Mr.  Warri^n  II.  Smith,  and  rapidly  commenced. 
Owen  McC'arthy  made  the  great  (111  across  the  plain  from  Mt. 
Helen  down  to  the  conunon.  Mr.  DolloITeut  the  ledge  near  the 
basin  of  Hunaway  pond,  called  the  Dollotl'  cut;  **  Pt.  Bowen" 
made  great  cn(s  and  (ills  around  Pine  hill,  and  the  Hedington  1)03'8 
bad  the  dec]i  excavation  near  l^elly  pond.  lUit  the  cutting  through 
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Wln'H  V\v\  wt'rr  •'iirvryhiR  Mu«  niilroml,  llr  N:i(li{iiiii*l  riiiii|;li,  K\  yonrn  ol«l, 
u  ho  u.'ix  in<-rr«hil<>ii?4  iiImhiI  IIic  «miI(M|m  i>'«*,  Kiiiil  lliiii  ho  ilil  nol  miidI  to  Vwv  iiiiy 
Imip'r  Mem  hi  m'i>  Ihc  riti'N  iiiii  inlu  Win'Mii.  lit*  uiih  Hirk  >ii  \\w  liiiir  Ihi*  fli>t  Wf;- 
iil:ir  liiiiii  p.'iHdioil  hin  hoiixu  auU  they  bhI  lihii  up  in  bcil  l4i  luuk  nt  it.  Two  wcckn 
alter  he  was  dead. 
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the  ledge  on  Warren  Summit  was  the  great  work,  and  It  inrolYod 
an  immense  amount  of  labor.  For  a  year  and  a  luilf  a  liundrccl 
and  lilly  men,  suiicrinlcnded  by  two  brolliers  by  Ibe  mime  of 
Keyc^s,  frum  Itonnicy,  iicveiili*eii  bonics,  with  a  iiuinlK*r  of  yoke& 
of  cat  lie,  were  employed.  Tuns  of  jiowder  were  burned,  a  mau 
was  killed,  and  more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
expended  before  a  steam  engine  ran  over  the  Summit.* 

Tlie  cut  at  tliis,  the  highest  point  of  our  railroad,  is  nearly 
three-fourtlis  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  in  some  places  sixly  feet 
deep.  Nr4ir  the  north  end  a  little  rill  of  pure,  nWav  water  c(Uiu*i» 
daxliing  down  over  Uie  huge  rocks,  and  at  tlie  boUoni,  divides 
itself  into  two  streams;  tlie  waters  of  the  one  running  north  emp- 
tying themselves  into  tlie  Connecticut  eventually  find  tlieir  way 
into  the  ocean,  tlirough  Long  Island  Sound;  while  tliose  running 
south  unite  with  the  Menimack  river  which  discharges  itself  into 
tlie  ocean  nearly  two  hniidreil  milen  from  the  inoiith  of  tlie  Con- 
necticut. 

The  cars  conimenccHl  mnniiig  over  this  last  section  in  the  fall 

of  1852,  as  far  as  £a<»t  Haverhill,  and  early  the  ensuing  spring  the 
road  was  finished  to  Woodsville,  where  it  connects  with  the  Pas- 
sumpsic  railroad  and  the  White  mountain  railroad. 

Green  were  the  hills  of  Warren.  The  mighty  spruces  and 
hemlocks  still  stood  untouched  upon  the  mountains,  and  aniongst 
them  the  wood-chopi)er*8  axe  had  not  as  yet  been  lieai*d.  The  rea- 
son of  all  this  was  the  inconvenience  of  getting  the  timber  to 
market,  and  the  consequent  unprofitableness  of  the  bllsine^s.  But 
now,  tIn*ough  the  medium  which  the  railroad  afibrded,  a  i*npid  and 
convenient  communication  was  opened  with  the  lai'ge  towns  down 
the  Meriimack,  and  thci-eby  the  business  of  lumbering  was  much 
moro  profitable. 

Wooil  also  became  an  object  of  im})ortancc,  and  the  once 
heavy  forosls  fast  lM';;an  to  disapjicar.  r|N>ii  tlio  side  of  Blount 
Carr,  high  up  in  the  valley  ol*  Patch  brook,  a  large  company  of 
French  Canadians,  honest  men  every  one,  made  a  rni'al  settlement 
and  chopixid  wood,  under  the  superintendence  of  Col.  Charles 
Lane.    This  individual,  more  easily  to  facilitate  its  t^an^|>ol*tation 

*  C.  II.  I^itlinm  had  rlinr^c  of  the  eiiginffiiiii;  .f<Hialh:iii  Lilllo  kc|>t  llii'  hotel 
oil  thu  Suiuiuit,  uiid  iiiatlc  iui>uey  whilu  the  luilruud  vvuit  building;  but  the  tavern 
was  good  lor  uothiug  alter  the  can  began  to  run. 
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from  Mic  mounljiin  side,  conalnictcd  a  si  nice  nearly  two  and  onc- 
Ibnrtli  niilos  in  Icn^lh,  extending  to  the  valley  near  (lie  niilroad. 
The  sluice  Avas  twenty  inches  in  width  and  sixteen  inches  in 
height.  In  it  he  turned  the  waters  of  Patch  brook,  the  wild 
mountain  stream,  and  placing  the  wood  in  this,  it  rapidly  descended 
in  its  serpentine  course,  now  crossing  some  deep  gully,  tlicn  span- 
ning the  torrent,  and  then  creeping  rapidly  along  on  the  side  of 
Konu;  sk*ep  hank  till  at  hust  it  reached  the  valley,  (ailing  over  a 
tliousand  feet. 

Mr.  Lane  also  constnicted  a  large  canal,  half  a  mile  long, 
through  which  he  turned  the  water  of  liakd*  river  into  the  large 
mill-pond  on  Black  brook.  The  cost  of  tlie  work  was  about  two 
thousand  dollars.  It  was  finished  late  in  the  fall,  and  the  watfir 
liret  let  in  on  November  28,  18/33. 

This  made  an  excellent  mill-privilege  and  a  gi*eat  saw-mill 
went  up  in  Warren  villngo.  Millions  of  feet  of  lumber  have  been 
manufactured  here  and  sent  to  market.  East- parte  also  waked  up 
and  a  mighty  nn'll  was  ciecled  there.  Warren  Sunmiit  also  got 
enterprising;  numerous  mills  have  been  built,  and  the  timber 
comes  down  from  Black  mountain.  Owl's  head,  Webster  slide, 
and  Wyatt  hill., 

What  was  the  conse(|nenco  of  all  this  enterprise?  Warren 
village  doubled  in  size,  and  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  town 
much  incrojused. 


CnAPTER  VI. 


A  BRIEF  ACCOUNT  OF  TWO  UURDBBS. 


TniS  is  a  chapter  .we  would  g\adly  omit,  but  wo  should 
not  bo  dccmod  a  faithftil  historian  if  we  did  not  write  it.  AVithin 
a  year  and  a  luilf  ofcadi  otlicr,  it  ipan  allet/al,  two  nioii  were  mur- 
dered in  Wari-eu.  Antony  McOarter  and  Vainicss  Wyatt  were 
the  alleged  murdered  men, — Patiick  Sweeney  and  James  M.  Wil- 
liamM  were  the  allo«rcd  miirdeitirs. 

The  first  tragedy  happened  in  1859,  and  it  \yi\Ai  snow>'  day  in 
March  when  Antony  MeCartcr  was  last  seen  in  Warron.  He  liad 
led  a  scchidud  lifo  for  yo:ns;  hut'that  winter  hud  taken  np  \iU  rosi- 
doncMMvith  Swconv,  an  Irishman,  who  had  his  shantv  in  (he  lir 
woods  by  (lie  hrick-kiln,  on  the  ICast-partc  road,  lie  had  quar- 
relled with  Sweeny's  wife  that  morning,  and  she  had  inflicted  a 
deep  gash  in  his  face  with  an  ii*on  ])oker.  No  one  saw  him  after 
that  dav. 

Sweeny  sohl  ^IcOartcr's  stove,  his  clothes,  axe,  and  jack-knife. 
Tie  toM  many  difli^nMit  stories  ahont  whoii*  he  Iiadgono,  and  when 
hints  of  foni  play  wen;  thrown  ont,  Sweeny  lelY  town  suddenly  in 
the  ni«;lit  and  went  to  N'ennont. 

Knqnirics  were  made  for  the  mnrJercd  man  in  all  the  neigh- 
boring towns,  and  even  letters  were  sent  to  the  other  side  of  the 
Green  monntains  by  the  river  Lamoile,  where  he  used  to  live;  but 
nothing  conld  be  heard  iVom  him. 

The  peoi)le  grcw  anxious,  excited;  the  snmmcr  went  by  and 
still  nothing  was  discoveixid.    Wild  stories  were  told,  how  some 
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boTR  passed  him  in  the  woods  where  lie  was  just  covered  in  a  shal- 
low ^i*avo ;  how  a  fishonnan  hooked  up  one  of  liis  rihs  Tmin  the 
great  pot  liolc  in  the  river;  and  Iiow  will-o'thc-wisps  werc  seen 
hovering  at  niglit  over  the  old  cellar  of  the  shanty. 

So  intense  was  the  excitement  that  in  January  people  began 
to  search  for  ISIcCartcr.  The  collar  was  dug  deeper,  the  woods 
were  searched  where  the  hoys  said  Ihev  discovered  him,  and  the 
groat  basin  in  the  rocks  was  diiipud  out  by  more  Mian  twenty  per- 
sons; but  no  dead  man  could  bo  found.  Where  was  he?  All  be- 
lieved him  nuu*d(M*ed.    AVhere  was  Sweenv? 

^lore  than  two  yeai*s  afterwards,  an  old  nnui  with  a  pack  on 
his  back  was  seen  traveling  through  the  village  towards  the  East- 
parte.  To  the  surprise  of  every  one,  it  was  McC/arter.  He  weut 
back  to  the  old  shanty  again,  fitted  it  up,  and  to-day,  with  his  hens, 
his  dog,  and  his  cat,  he  lives  alone  in  the  fir  woods.* 

The  second  occurred  in  1860,  and  it  was  far  more  serious  than 
the  Sweeny-McCarter  alTair,  and  the  dead  man  never  came  back  to 
life  again. 

James  M.  Williams  was  a  nervous,  thin-haired  man.  Vanness 
Wyatt  was  stout  and  strong;  but  Avas  loose  in  his  conversation, 
and  did  not  Aveigh  well  his  words.  Mr.  Williams  was  a  man  of 
considcnihle  properly.  Mr.  Wyatt  w:is  jjoor.  Mr.  Williams  ImJ 
become  very  unpopular,  owing  to  an  alleged  improper*  intimacy 
between  hinis(>ir  und  Mrs.  Joseph  t  Hiamberlain.  S:iid  inlimaey 
Avas  stoutly  denied  by  Mrs.  Chamberlain,  Mr.  AVilliams,  and  all 
their  friends,  and  the  i)ersons  avIio  circulated  the  stories  were  pros- 
ecuted for  slander.  Mr.  Wyatt  was  a  good  natured  fellow,  and 
was  generally  liked;  but  persons  avIio  said  they  were  disgusted 
Avith  the  alleged  conduct  of  M\\  Williams  with  Airs.  Chambcrlin 
put  Wyatt  up  to  **  h:i/.e  '*  Williams. 

Hut  <///*«  Av as  the  real  cause  of  the  quarrel  between  the  two 
men.  AVyatt's  father  oAA'ed  Williams  a  debt;  the  latter  sued  the 
father  and  attached  and  sold  some  i)(*g  Avood  and  bark  Avhieh  the 
son,  Mr.  Wyatt,  claimed  to  oavii.     Mr.  Wyatt  Avas  mad,  made  an 


♦  M«'(':nit'r  \\;is  horn  in  r:in:i<l:i,  cif  IiIhIi  pMrciil^.  lit^  himvoiI  In  the  ISI'2  wiir. 
w.'iH  in  Mrvrrril  Ii.-iIMck,  :ini|  :\t  S.-irkiMt'H  Imrhor  \v:ih  wvcrcly  woiunled.  He  liolongeci 
lu  llic!  niiti^h  .'irniy. 

r.'ilrJrk    SutMMiy  in  IS!5|  livoil  In  MnnrlirKtrr,  N.  II.     lit*  Im  a  Uilrk  net,  light 
conipioxluueU  ninn,8oniu\viiiit  given  to  Uruukvuncss  and  telling  IooUbIi  lies. 
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assanlt  upon  Mr.  Williams,  although  ho  did  him  no  injury,  and 
used  very  tlircatcuing  laii«;ii:igo  towards  him.  lie  was  soincwliat 
oucauragcd  to  do  this  by  tli'»«o  persons  who  disliked  Mr.  Williams. 
The  friends  of  the  lal  (or  ail \iscd  him  to  anu  liimsirlf.  lie  did  so 
with  a  revolver.  Should  iii»t  the  parties  who  eiieou raged  this  had 
blood  oil  both  sides  feel  a  little  guilty?  If  any  one  should  ask  os 
to  cxprass  our  opinion  privatoly,  we  should  say  that  the  persons 
who  advised  Mr.  Williams  were  vastiv  more  to  blame  tlian  him- 
self  for  wliat  he  did ;  also,  that  if  those  who  set  on  Mr.  Wyatt  had 
minded  their  own  business  ihey  would  have  done  far  better. 

The  killing  took  plsicp  on  the  morning  of  July  tiZ,  181)0.  Wil- 
liams had  been  to  Samuel  Kixby's,  who  lived  over  the  river  from 
the  depot,  to  milk  his  cow.  Wyatt  was  at  work  loading  bark  near 
the  railroad  triick.  Coming  home  in  company  with  William  Clem- 
out,  Mr.  Williams  saw  Mr.  Wyatt  approaching  him  with  a  small 
stick  in  his  hand.  Wlien  nrar  the  souLlMmst  r^>rner  of  the  house 
Stevens  Merrill  built  sixty  odd  yesir^  before,  Williams  s|)oke  and 
said,  ''  Van.  is  after  us.''  Clement  ssiid,  ''  [  guess  not.*'  Thoy 
passed  along  a  few  steps,  when  Williams  turned  again,  drew  up 
his  pistol  and  said  to  Wyatt, ''  Step  anotlier  step  and  I  will  blow 
you  through,"  and  fired  at  the  same  time.  He  then  passed  along 
on  the  sidewalk  about  six  feet,  and  by  the  comer  of  the  fence 
made  a  short  halt,  and  as  Wyatt  came  near  where  Clement  stood , 
Williams  started  across  the  street. 

William  Clement  undm*  oatli  says  in  continuation:  —  ''He 
(Wyatt)  then  said,  '  I  liuvt*.  not  touched  you  Mr.  Williams,  and 
wasn't  a  going  to,'  and  Mr.  Williams  had  got  out  a  little  ways  in  the 
road  aud  said  ^  1  know  you  havn't,  but  you  followed  me  with  a 
stick,'  and  then  he  passed  aloug  across  the  road.  Wyatt  then 
looked  up  and  said, '  Bill,  lie  has  killed  me.'  I  saw  he  was  pale,  and 
saw  a  red  spot  on  his  shirt,  and  he  wixs  tottering;  went  towai*ds 
the  fence  and  I  sat  p:u*t  (l»\\ii  and  caught  him.  Aller  1  got  Indd 
pf  him  1  looktul  around  l'>>r  liulp, but  could  see  no  one;  hut  turned 
and  saw  Williams  across  tin;  street,  and  called  to  him  to  help  carry 
in  that  man  or  Uike  cai*e  of  liini,  don't  i*cmcmber  which,  and  then 
I  looked  back  up  street  aiul  saw  Boyntou  coming  out  of  his  door, 
and  called  to  him  and  he  cainc,  and  we  carried  Wyatt  to  Knapp's 
hotel.     Wvatt  lived  from  live  to  ten  minutes,  and  (hen  died." 
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Thoy  Imd  a  pORtHiiortnm  cxniniimfion  of  Mio  rpiirdorod  man, 
mid  the  following  do<;toi-8  were  present:  David  C  Fi*cnch,  A.  (J. 
Fi-ench,  Jesse  Little,  Peter  L.  Hoyt,  and  A.  A.  AVhipple.  They 
found  that  Vanness  was  sliot  in  the  loft  breast,  the  ball  passing 
through  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  ribs,  above  the  centre  of  the 
breast,  throu«j:h  the  covering  over  the  heart,  thi'ough  the  heart — and 
itlodgiMlin  (ho  right  Inng.  Dr.  Alphon/.o  («.  FriMirh  l4>ok  out  the 
ball. 

There  wJis  a  t-errible  cxciteniont  in  AVari*en  that  day;  men 
turned  pale  when  they  heard  the  news,  and  almost  every  person 
in  town  came  to  the  village.  They  wanted  to  see  the  murdei*ed 
man,  and  they  wanted  to  see  the  murderer  too,  as  they  called  him. 
One  political  party  was  almost  wholly  agninst  Williams.  The 
other  party  with  equal  uininimity  immediately  began  to  stand  up 
for  him. 

Ilazen  Libbcy,  the  consUible,  arrested  Mr.  AVilliams.  Chas. 
II.  Bartlett,  Esq.,  an  attorney  at  AV^ehtw<»rth,  came  to  advise  with 
him.  IJon.  Thomas  J.  Smith  came  to  ml  vise  willi  tlie  citizens. 
He  counselled  moderation,  and  had  a  coroner's  jury  sunnnoned. 
It  consisted  of  Samuel  L.  Merrill,  (Jeorge  IC.  fjeonard,  and  Samuel 
Kixby ;  and  afli'r  hearing  the  evidence  (hey  brought  in  the  follow- 
ing verdict:  **  lie  came  Uy  his  death  by  a  bullet  shot  from  a  pistol 
by  the  hand  of  tlam(*s  M.  Williams."  Then  Mr.  AVilliams  was 
brought  before  a»luslice  of  the  IVace,  (Jol.  Isaac  Merrill,  waived 
an  examination,  and  was  committed  to  Haverhill  jail.  At  the 
August  term  of  court  he  was  admitted  to  bail,  and  at  tlie  January 
term  at  Plymouth  he  had  his  trial. 

Justices  Bellows  and  Nesmith  held  the  court;  Hon.  John  Sul- 
livan, the  Attorney  (ieneral,  and  Henry  W.  Hlair,  county  solicitor, 
were  counsel  for  \\\q  Stale,  lions.  Josiah  Quiiicy  and  IlaiTy  Hib- 
bard  were  assigned  as  counsel  for  the  respondent,  he  representing 
himself  as  poor.  The  jury  consisted  of  nine  of  one  political  party 
and  three  of  the  other.*  The  rcspondent  plead,  **  Not  guilty," 
and  set  up  that  tlii^  act  was  committed  in  self-defence. 

Many  witnesses  were  ralliulf  and  the  c^ise  occupied  several 

•  It  wiiH  Mllopod,  but  i)crlin|»8  wiongfiiHy,  Hint  Mr.  WIIIiiunRTneinN.  tlione  who 
hiIvImimI  liim  lo  p>L  n  ii'iHtol,  wvyv  nhoiit  tlic*  coin  t  working  for  liiin,  niul  tlint  tli«*y 
lug-rollcil  the  Jury,  At'. 

t  Tlio  Stoto  called  tho  foUowiiig  persons  as  witnesses :    WlUiam  Clement,  WU- 

B* 
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days ;  the  jury  were  out  thirty-sir  honrs,  could  not  agree  and  were 
dischai'gcd.  It  was  understood  tliat  the  jury  divided  iiolitieally ; 
tlic  tlirco  of  one  party  l»eiiig  for  tlie  ShUc,  and  the  nine  of  the 
otlier  iMirty  for  the  respondent.  The  case  was  continued  along  for 
a  year  or  more,  and  i\wu  a  iioth  pnmu/ni  was  <Miten*tl. 

it  is  but  justice  to  Mr.  Williams  to  add  tlmt  no  juiynian  found 
hiin  guilty  of  murder.  The  three  who  were  for  convicting  him 
only  wished  to  bring  in  a  verdict  for  ''  manslaughter  in  the  second 
degree." 

Afterwards  ^fr.  Williams  had  a  short  history  of  IIh'  trial  pul»- 
lisluul  hi  imniphirt  f<M*m  in  vindiratioii  tif  liims«*lf.  If  any  shoultl 
think  our  brief  chapter  dims  not  do  him  justice,  we  would  advise 
tliem  to  procure  the  pamphlet  and  read  and  judge  for  themselves. 

Vaiiness  Wyatt  was  buried  in  tlio  village  grave-yani,  and  on 
his  tombstone  is  the  following  inscription : — 

"VANNESS    WYATT, 

DIED 

July  27,  IHfiO, 

.JRm  2n. 

He  oaine  to  lilsUeatli  fW>iii  a  plntnl  shot  liy  llio  hand  of  James  II .  Willlama, 
iu  Uie  «lreet  at  Warren  village,  at  Ure  and  one-half  o'clock,  A.  11." 


Ham  Caswell,  Dnn.  Y.  Iloynton,  Alphonzo  (>.  French,  llazcn  l.ilibcy,  Henry  A. 
Colluy,  Isttuc  Merrill,  4.  11.  S.  oiUrrhuii,  IIiiImU  \Vy;ilt,  Vi-r:iiiiii(  T.  Drew,  <«(Mir|7v 
II.  AliMiltoii,  Kxia  LiiilM'y,  (icor^u  W.  Ili-iriil,  l.'>iia<'  >aiilHirii,  Kciijiiiiiiu  C'lruicut, 
Daiiiuii  V  Kil^llllUll.  :uh1  M:\i'ial  tiUicrb  who  were  mil  put  upon  the  bUiiul.  TLe  de> 
fuiicc  calle«l  Arthur  Kuap{>,  Darius  ^Swui^,  CHit»  (hunilKri  liu,  •lotcph  Itixhy.  Adoul- 
ram  Whilrhur,  Caleb  II.  Nuyep>,  Morrill  J.  Suuhorn,  (•eoifre  Lihhey,  Harvey  Cham- 
hurl  iu,  N  I*.  l*uUum.  klzra  It  Katun,  .\<hlisou  K(»liiii»oii,  hViiliuaudc:.  Keezer,  Jais. 
1*.  Wehtfter,  Nulhauiel  Morrill,  Saliuuu  ijilea»uu,  .lu^eph  (Jiuiuheilin,  and  |*ut  in 
the  ufliduvittf  of  tieorgc  W.  ricscutt  and  Mary  li.  Nnyea. 

Warren  has  ha«l  two  or  three  other  very  menu  and  na  bome  nay  very  dirty  case« ; 
but  we  cuu't  bloniuch  to  put  them  In  this  uur  modett.  plea.»aut,  and  url>.■lnehi^luIy . 
The  williuK  the  above  ehapler  waH  Hboul  the  \\or^t  doM'  ol  hleraluie  nee\er  took. 
For  a  hibtor>  ol'  haideaM>  we  would  leler  Ihe  hi.»l(»iian  ol  a  liuudied  )earh  lieurc 
to  the  .N.  11.  Law  IJeporl.s --.Ji///<iii'.<  \ittv. 


CHAPTER  VTT. 


OONCEUNING    A   (illEAT  HTVALIIY     JtETWEEN     CIIAniTABLE    HEUOIOUS 

« 

SOCIETFES,  WIflCIT  UESrLTEI>  IN  MOVINCJ  ANI>  UICM<)I>E1,MNG  TIIK 
OLD  MEETlNr.-IlOnSK,  IN  A  TOWN-IKH'SE,  A  NEW  SCHOOL- 
HOUSE,  A  KEAIITH'TI,  i-OM.MON,  ANI>  IN  IMn!OVIN(J  THE  (IltAVE- 
YAUI>,  ALL  M'lHCIl  IS  AN  IIONOU  TO  THE  TOWN  AND  THE  PKIDE 
OF  THE    IN  HA  HIT  ANTS. 


About  the  year  1830.  niid  iMjrluips  ni  nii  earlier  date, 
(lillornH,  rli*r<^yiiHMi  oT  Mii'  I'liiviMsnlisi  (Iciioiiiiiinlioii  piTiidiod 
or,i!nsionalIv  h>  tho  briirvrrs  in  :i  wtirltl's  salvnlioii  from  sin  niid 
siiHrHii(r;  |)ii(,  i\\r  lirsl.  snrifly  wjis  <»r«»:iiii/ftl  in  Mie  yr«r  IH;W, 
under  the  ministry  of  lt<;v.  •loliii  K.  rainier. 

The  Metliodist  at  this  time  was  the  most  prominent  society  in 
town,  in  fact  the  Con^regationalists  had  nearly  all  disappeared,* 
and  the  Freewill  Ilaptisis  were  but  a  weak  handrnl  of  brethren. 
(/OiiseiineiiMy  it  was  natural  that  the  foHowers  of  .lohn  Wesley, 

*  The  (■iiiif^vogtitioniilixlM  ollon  lrio<l  to  m:ikc  hiroritlH  u]>oii  the  Motliodifits,  but 
without  much  8Ucr.o8«.  Pricpt  OavlR.  (I.  S.  Onvlw,)  of  Wrnt  worth,  wnn  hiPtrunHUi- 
tal  in  getting  n  dauglitor  of  Cnjit.  Dnniel  Merrill  convcttecl,  nnd  wnnteil  her  to  Join 
hin  cluirrh.  (Jnpt.  Diiniel'f*  l'olk8  were  MethodiHtA,  but  tliey  nil  went  down  to 
the  conurregntionni  rhiirrh  one  Snnclny.  DnviH  wnn  ii  <Minnin.:;innn  nnd  he  |M'eiichc<l 
a  good  MctiHxliHt  diHrfiiir^e  to  ideiiMe  them.  Aunt  Daniel  liinrd  him  through,  and 
niter  meeting  «hc  spoke.  Sniu  she,  **  Mr.  D.*8  preaching  rondndn  mc  or  Knrmor 
Joshua  Mo»tIII  up  at  Warren ;  when  he  g«»ef«  out  to  ratcli  jiis  did  mare,  he  Hhakes  a 
nice  pan  full  of  oati*  and  ralirt, '  ker-Joli.  krr-Joh,  ker-Joh,'  holding  the  bridle  all  the 
time  behind  him  out  of  Hight.  JiihI.  ho  w  ith  the  priest;  he  hailooH  '  ker-Jtdi/ and 
HhakeM  a  iiire  pan-lull  of  Melliodii^u;  biil  when  he  getis  Vni  raiighf,  lie*ll  put  on  the 
orthodox  bridle  with  a  vengeanec."  '"riH*  daughter  didn't  jlne  that  Bociety  no 
how." 

(•apt.  Daniel  l^Ierrill  ouco  did  Homething  that  pleaded  or  diHplea>«ed  hi^  wiTe 
very  niueh.  To  roeouipcu(«c  him,  f<he  nuule  up  hU  new  pants  wrong  Hide  out, scam 
like  n  welt  on  the  outMide,  au<1  the  Captain  highly  delighted  wore  iliem  to  meeling 
several  tUnen,  in  that  faahion.— R.  K.  Clement's  stiny. 
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wishing  to  retain  the  snprcmacy,  shonid  regard  this  new  sect  with 
snspicidu  and  nuiHi  jt^altuiKy,  cF]KM*ialIy  as  ila  nirnilN^rs,  diM*i|ik» 
of  Jolin  ^liirniy,  did  not  lK*littvt*  in  an  »ndli*sK  iMrll  at  all. 

A(  first  tlie  rniv<*rK:diKt  MN*it>ly  had  llicir  nie(*.tingK  in  llic 
school-lionse,  the  ont;  with  lour  rooh  that  sItKMl  in  llie  furl;  of  Uio 
tompiko  and  BccHi  hill  roads,  and  once  in  a  while  tlicy  would  get 
l>o88es8ion  of  the  incctiiig-house  on  the  common.  Then  tlie  Meth- 
odists would  be  filled  with  righteous  indignation  at  the  sacrilege, 
as  it  seemed  to  them. 

But  the  Methodist  ViH*.i(*ty  *itill  in<:n*:u<4Hl  nincli  the  fastest,  ami 
finally  having  l>een  disconnected  fh>m  the  Wentworth  and  Orford 
circuit,  it  obtained  what  it  had  not  before  liad,  preaching  every 
Sabbath ;  yet  as  th(\v  had  no  right  to  occupy  the  old  meefhig-house 
all  tlie  time,  although  they  wanted  to,  they  were  compelled  to  use 
the  school-house  as  ofleii  as  one  S<abbatli  a  month,  while  the  I^nl- 
vers:dist  minister  held  forth  in  tiie  pnlpil  undertint  gn*at  S4>niidin«r 
board.  This  se<Miied  too  bad,  and  the  Methoilist  brethren  would 
steal  the  Bible  away  from  the  pulpit  sometimes,  and  t^arr)'  it  to  the 
school-house  with  lliem.  Davul  Sndth,  Es(|.,  a  leader  in  flie  new 
society,  and  withal  a  good  disputationist,  often  remonstrated  with 
tlie  Methodist  bitHhi-en,  but  to  no  pnViiose,  and  much  ill  ftHdiii^ 
was  engeiulenul. 

At  last  the  fend  culminated.  The  l>elieyers  in  eternal  torment 
came  to  the  c^inrhi^ion  that  they  would  not  woi-ship  under  the 
6:1  nie  roof  with  lliat  '*  dainnetl  society/*  that  did  not  believe  in 
'' damnation  "  al  ail;  that  they  would  give  up  the  old  meeting- 
house eiiiircly  for  a  season,  and  under  the  ministry  of  Kev.  Sulli- 
van Ilolman  a  new  and  beautiful  chapel  was  built.  Much  taste 
and  ])iety  was  eviiieed  in  selecting  the  locality  for  the  new  house. 
It  was  located  a  short  distance  fmni  the  front  door  of  the  old 
church.  Then  a  siliooManise  eomniittec,  from  the  same  good 
S4>eielv,  with  tvxrellrni  lastr,  located  a  new  seliool-|ions<*  nearly  in 
front  of  the  old  nieeliii<r-liouse;  building  a  nire  sehool-house  privy 
close  up  to  the  old  sancluury.  And  now  the  Universalist  society 
could  have  as  mncli  preaching  in  the  old  house  as  they  wished; 
and  sonic  wicked  outsider  who  syni])athized  with  the  Methodists 
said,  **  They  couM  be  dauined  into  the  bargain  if  they  pleased." 

The  two  societies  being  thus  now  in  full  bhist,  and  the  Fvoc- 
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• 

\viirU:ipiisls  wide  a\v:ikr,  (horn  w:ih  a  *x\'v'M.  rivalry  anion*);  tluMn, 
and  n»  n  rcf^nlt  llio  whole  (own  W(Mi1.  to  nu*etin<r  willi  nil  iU  might. 
In  winter  they  came  in  Ricighs  from  Dceeli  hill,  Ilcight-oMnnd, 
Pine  hill,  Runaway  pond,  the  Summit,  East-parto  and  the  Forks, 
many  of  the  women  bringing  their  mother*8  old  foot  stoves  to 
keep  their  fei't  warm,  and  hildied  Iheir  horses  during  Ihe  serviees 
under  Ihi^   new   ehiipel  sheds,  a   long  row  that  the  Methodists 
had  proudly  stre(4*lied  more  (han  half  way  through  the  very  ccntm 
of  the  old  connnon.   In  Ihe  summer  time,  no  nniMcr  if  it  lightened, 
thundered,  rained,  and  hailed,  or  the  sun  imured  down  its  rays 
with  torrid  heat,  they  all  turned  out  to  meeting  just  the  snme. 
The  ladies  on  such  occasions  carried  fans  and  parasols  to  keep  cool, 
and  most  ev(*ry  one  brought  bou(pu>li)  or  bunches  of  f1owci*s,  and 
aletrost,  thyme,  and  southernwood,  the  pungent  qualilies  of  which 
they  found  very  useful  stimulenl.**  to  keep  them  awake  during 
drowsy  sermi>n  time.  The  choii^s  also  sang  better  than  ever  before, 
and  they  had  some  glorious  awakenings  and  n»vival8.    Evcrytliing 
was  lovely  and  nobody  seemed  to  carc  a  copi)er  how  tlio  villagOy 
churches  or  common  looked,  provided  only  the  societies  flourished. 
Opposition,  excitement,  and  rivalry  are  gmud  things  in  church 
affairs,     l^'or  as  many  as  ten  years  ecclesiastical  mattera  tlius  went 
on,  ami  then  the  fever  heat  began  to  cool  down  a  little. 

The  eyes  of  the  citizens  opened  slightly,  and  they  could  see 
that  Ihe  old  meeting-houMi  of  ISIH  wsis  out  of  i-epair  and  fast 
going  to  decay ;  and  that  the  paint  was  worn  olT  the  new  Metho- 
dist chapel ;  also  the  once  beautiful  parade  in  front  of  Joseph  Mcr- 
rilFs  inn  was  fondly  in  the  recollection  of  some  of  the  oldest  in- 
habitants, and  the  school-house  and  the  new  chapel-sheds  seemed 
out  of  place  anil  unsightly.  In  short,  the  whole  villngc  looked  bad 
and  wjis  an  object  of,  i*eniark  in  the  neighboring  lowns. 

Soon  a  general  discontent  arose  against  this  order  of  tilings 
on  the  connnon.  Sundry  individuals  began  to  move  in  tho  matter. 
Flan  after  plan  wns  devl<:ed  and  abandoned ;  but  at  last  a  town 
meeting  was  held  at  which  it  was  voted,  tho  Universalists  acqui- 
escing, to  sell  the  old  meeting-house  tx)  the  Methodist  society  and 
that  the  town  should  buy  the  Metho<list  chapel  at  an  expense  of 
live  hundred  dollars,  for  a  town-house.  The  village  school  district 
No.  2  had  a  meeting,  or  several  of  them,  and  voted  that  the  dis- 
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trict  wonld  exchange  its  lot  of  land  for  one  to  Uio  nortli,  and  then 
it  was  generally  agreed  that  all  three  of  the  bnildings  shonld  be 
moved  and  tlie  coninion  cleared. 

There  was  mnch  opi)osition  and  a  great  tight  abont  the  mov- 
ing and  where  the  honses  (should  be  placed;  bnt  they  tinally  settled 
down  into  tlieir  present  locations  and  everybody  was  dclightc-d. 

Ira  Merrill  gave  the  lot  of  land  for  the  town-house;  money 
was  raised  by  subscription  to  buy  of  Albe  0.  Weeks  the  lots  for 
the  meeting-house  and  school-house.  Ilenry  W.  Weeks  and  Levi 
C.  Whitcher  paid  the  most  liberally,  and  Capt.  Samuel  L.  Mer- 
rill, more  generous  than  any  of  tlie  rest,  gave  most  of  the  land 
where  the  common  is  now. 

Ephraim  8.  Colley  moved  the  meeting-house  and  town-house, 
and  Jaues  Glazier  tlie  school-house.  Johu  M.  Whiton  managed 
the  ramodeliug  of  the  old  1818  meeting-house.  Columbus  Clough, 
Oeorjre  f'lmigh,  Amos  K.  (Plough,  and  l<]zra  >V.  Kcycy,  did  the 
work.  Considerable  additions  were  made,  but  the  body  of  the 
old  house  I'cmaincil  the  same,  iK>Hts,  tiniliers,  walls,  and  roof,  and 
even  the  pliu»tering  overhead  is  the  very  banie  jHiton  in  1818,  l»et- 
ter  than  any  that  can  be  spread  at  the  present  day. 

Thus  the  common  was  cleared  and  the  looks  of  the  village 
improved.  Our  good  Methodist  society  also,  after  twenty  years  of 
effort,  had  now  obtained  wliat  they  had  always  longed  for,  the  Aill 
control  of  our  fathci*8'  old  meeting-house;  and  that  they  might 
be  a  little  moi*e  ix>pular,  under  the  ]m8tonitc  of  the  Kev.  L.  L. 
bisistnian  they  had  purch;u»(ul  the  beaut iful  toned  Im'II  that  has  s«> 
oltA!n  enlivened  our  hills  and  valleys.  At  lirst  they  had  it  rung 
every  day  at  noon,  and  several  times  each  Sabbath;  bnt  the  week- 
day nnging  shortly  fell  into  disuse  except  on  funei*nl  occasions,  and 
when  it  tolls  at  the  deaths  of  the  inhabitants.* 

Jai*ed  8.  Ulodgett  has  always  had  charge  of  the  l>oll,  and  the 
nioineni  it  is  heard  to  toll  all  know  that  he  is  in  the  rhurcli  tower 
and  every  individual  is  all  attention,  hushed,  standin«;  in  the  atti- 
tude of  profound  listeners.  The  bell,  by  some  fe:ignal  which  all 
undei*stand,  [Hoclainis  the  sex,  the  married  or  single  state  of  the 


*  ToUiny  the  Hell  —\  man  dcail  an<t  llie  bell  strikes  <iiie;  n  ^vouian  niut  it  liitrikeft 
two;  a  itause — (lii>ii  if  llio  porboii  is  ^illKlc  the  boll  ^t^ikc:i  lliivi*  liiiii'b  nlouly;  if 
iiiarncil,  lour  liuu*.s  alowly,  lli«*ii  llu!  txvio.  in  roiiiited  out. 


^^ 


^. 
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(loL'oascd,  ftinl  Mioii  connii?  out  liis  or  her  n<fo.  Ilaviti<i:  nscorlniiicd 
fliesc  piirliciihirs,  Hie  pooiilc  be«jiii  to  speculate,  for  tliey  already 
know  every  one  tliat  is  ill  in  town,  and  thus  (generally  discover 
pretty  certainly  before  any  other  intelligence  reaches  them,  whose 
bell  it  is.  That  bell  is  a  sufficient  text  for  tlie  discourses  of  tlic 
day.  They  run  all  over  the  biography  of  the  individual  and  bring 
U))  many  mi  nnecdolo  of  him  and  IiIh  conl.(Mnporaries  which  had 
long  sif'pl  in  their  niin<lH. 

After  the  meeting  houses,  sheds,  and  school-house  wei*c  moved , 
what  an  amount  of  work  was  done  on  (he  connnon!  The  stumps 
of  the  dark  old  pines  two  hundred  feet  high,  that  once  sighed  in 
the  wind  and  shaded  the  Indian  beneath,  Averc  dug  out;  hundreds 
of  tons  of  stones  were  removed,  and  ploughs  and  harrows  Avero 
used  day  after  day.  One  spring.  Henry  W.  Wc<iks,  Charles  Leon- 
ard, and  others,  i)1anted  elms  and  maples  all  around  it,  and  the 
good  citizens  have  now  in  part  the  village  green  that  Gov.  Went^ 
worth  wished  they  should  when  he  so  kindly  gave  the  toAvn  char- 
ter in  17C3.  It  is  the  pleasantest  place  in  town.  'J'he  wide  spreading 
trees  cast  a  refreshing  shade  there.  Caravans  wilh  elepltants,  lions, 
and  tigers, —  and  circuses  —  |)itoh  their  tents  upon  the  greensward, 
and  (lu*  gn*at  mount^iins,  bright  mid  n^freshing,  look  in  upon  the 
gatherings  of  happy  citizens.  May  tiie  common  be  forever  pre- 
served. 

With  a  new  nn3eting-liouse  and  bell,  town-house  and  common, 
the  village  cemetery  must  be  improved.  Col.  Jpnac  Merrill  was 
the  leading  spirit  in  this  enterprise,  and  the  Avail  was  re-built, 
good  fences  erected,  and  some  trees  set  out,  and  to-day  Warren 
has  as  beautiful  a  burying  ground  as  almost  any  country  toAvn.* 

Krom  our  grnve-ym-d  a  green  vnle  <'x tends  far  aAvay  to  the 
south,  (ireat  hills  lift  their  heads  around  and  stretch  their  old 
trees  to  (he  Avind.     Wnrren's  first  settler,  Joseph  J'atch,  lies  hci*e 


♦  The  llrst  Rrnvo-yjinl  in  AVnrrrii  wne  locntcil  a  ehort  'listjince  below  the  villnge 
on  Innd  near  llic  ^le.'it  rnilroiifl  hrulgo.  It  mthr  8itiiiite<l  on  (he  west  nU\e  of  tlio 
ron«!  nl  the  top  of  n  little  hill  wliicli  wns  once  the  linnk  of  th<'  river.  In  this  yai*d 
nboiil  twenty  were  lMiri(*«|,  nnionfc  tlie  llrf^t  or  whom  were  .lohn  l^Iilln  mil  IiIa  Ron, 
early  wlMern.  When  exravatinnH  were  uiaili'  lor  the  railn  :mI,  the  renininK  of  sev- 
eral boilieH  were  exhnuieil:  Imt  the  overseer  of  the  wt»rk  <I«k  H'^^  grnvw  deeper^ 
ami  in  them  ajiain  ileposiled  I  he  remains. 

'I'hen*  were  also  three  other  hnryinjr  pronnds  whirli  have  iHM'cmie  almost  n«- 
knoun.  One  ol  these  was  lorattMl  near  the  inesent  site  of  the  railroad  depots. 
Another  Ih  on  Mine  ridj^e,  where  .lonhna  ('opp  wan  Inirietl.  It  was  the  pie<'C  of 
laud  which  the  town  voted  to  accept  of  him  for  tho  purpose  of  erecting  a  meeting 
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wiilioat  a  tombstono.  I1U  grave  is  bcsido  a  mstliiig  trco.  Tlie 
broczcs  arc  eigliing  there.  A  littlo  streamlet  innrniiirs  near  and 
scuds  its  waters  to  tlie  Asquaincliuiiiniike.  A  great  mouiituiu  to 
tiio  uortliwurd,  MtMsilaiikCy  looks  in  on  the  turfy  uiouiid.  *^  O  lay 
mo,  ye  that  sec  the  light,  near  some  rock  of  my  hills!  Let  the 
thick  Imzcls  be  around.  Let  the  sound  of  the  distaut  torrent  be 
heard." 

Obadiah  Clement  also  lies  sleeping  in  an  unmarked  grave,  and 
Stevens  Merrill  and  Jonathan  Merrill  are  resting  near  by.  Joshua 
Copp  is  buried  on  the  Uhio  ridge  by  the  banks  of  the  ^fikaseota. 
Simoon  Smith  has  his  grave  under  the  great  apple  tree  by  Ited-oak 
hill  road,  and  Jolili  Mills  is  sleeping  on  the  river  bank  wlierc  tlie 
''  roaring  rips  arc  ever  sounding."    Who  can  tell  of  the  others? 

AVarren's  old  settlers  are  all  dead  now.  A  life  interspersed 
with  Joys  and  sorrows  was  theirs. 

"  oa  (11(1  Um)  liarvoti  Ui  Uieir  ulcklo  yield; 

Their  I\irrow  oil  Uie  stiibboni  globe  luu  broke; 
flow  jociin«1  «li«l  they  drive  llicir  tomn  ttfleld. 

How  Imiw(mI  the  w«hn1m  iMnu'Alli  llu*ir  Mliinly  i4n>k«i. 

But  now — 


Bftch  In  hit  narrow  otW  IbreTer  Uid, 
The  rude  foreftitheni  of  the  hamlet  tleeii. 

The  breezy  cnll  of  incense  breathinf?  mom, 
The  itwttllow  twitieriuf;  fh>m  her  litraw  built  sliod ; 

Tiic  c(M;k'd  Hliriil  clarion  or  the  (Miioinf?  horn, 
No  more  shall  rouse  ihiun  from  their  lowly  bed. 

For  them  no  more  the  blazing  hearth  Hhnll  bum, 

Or  biiHy  houMcwife  ply  her  evening  care; 
No  ehihireu  nin  to  littp  their  sire'd  rctnm, 

Or  climb  his  kuee  the  euvied  kisd  to  share." 

ITow  different  in  effect  is  the  city  from  the  conntry  funeral. 
In  the  city  a  Hfninge  corpse  passes  ali>ng  amid  thoiisaiids  of  stran- 
gt^rs,  and  hiinmu  nature  simmiih  8lioni  of  that  iiifcix^sl  which  it  ought, 

house,  and  t>ccupying  as  a  bnr>'ing-yard  and  training  field.  Tlie  third  is  in  the 
banin  of  Kunawav  )u»nd.  In  tiiiti  y:inl  abtmt  tliirty  were  buried,  the  la^t  beinf^ 
children  of  Jonathan  riement,  innkeeper,  who  died  in  1815  of  6potte<l  feTer.  In 
the  pond  baftin  was  alHi  the  u)d  Indian  bur>' lug  ground. 

The  old  buryinic  ground  :it  Charlet^ton  vlionld  not  be  forgotten. 

Resides  the  vtllngc  i-enieterv  on  tlie  Pine  liill  road,  there  uie  ureil  at  the  pres- 
ent lime,  the  ('iougii  grsive-yjird,  by  the  Forks  sohool-honne  in  Patchbrcurkland ; 
lliu  Kaht-parie  gravc-yanl,  »>*  yon  liim  up  tho  IIooHi>liill<M-k  road  ;  and  the  Snniniit 
grave-^'artl,  ni«  ><>ii  go  up  lligli  btreel  road.  The  WliiU'liers  al.*«o  had  a  grave-yard 
of  their  own  on  l*ine  hill. 
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especially  in  its  last  stage,  to  possess.  In  the  conntry,  every  man, 
woman,  and  cliild,  goes  down  to  the  dnst  amid  jlliose  who  have 
known  them  fi*om  their  yonth,  and  all  miss  them  from  their  place. 
Nature  seems  in  its  silence  to  sympathize  with  the  mourners.  The 
gixjen  mound  of  tlie  ninil  grave-yard  opens  to  i^eceive  tlie  slumberer 
to  a  peaceful  resting  place  and  the  maples  and  the  elms  which  he 
climbed  when  a  boy  in  pursuit  of  bird's  nests,  moths  or  buttei*ilie8, 
overshadow  as  it  were  with  a  kindred  feeling  his  grave. 

In  concluding  this  chapter  let  us  say  that  the  Methodists  and 
UnivorsalisU  have  had  no  fights  since ;  the  former  having  the  whole 
control  of  the  old  meeting-house,  and  the  latter  using  the  town- 
house  when  they  want  preaching.  The  Fixsewill  Baptists  have 
preaching  at  either  place  just  as  they  can  gQi  accommodated. 
Sometimes  the  Second  Advent ists,  a  new  sect  that  has  seen  the 
world  destroyed  a  half  dozen  times  or  moi-e,  occupy  the  town-house 
much  to  their  great  delight.  And  now  at  the  close  of  Warren's 
ilrstcentuiy  entire  haiiuony  among  the  dilFereut  religious  Bocietics 
prevails. 


ClIAriER  VIII. 


or    A    DELKCTAULK    VISIT    TO    UOOSKUILLOCK,   AND    WUAT   CAM   BK 
SEEN  THERE — THE  WEATOEU  PEBMITnNU. 


ReADEU,  let  lis  ^o  on  to  MoosehilltH^k.  Tlic  Indians 
called  it  Moosilauke  fi*oin  niosi,  bald,  and  ankc,  a  plaitc, — ''  Baltl- 
place."  There  are  three  paths  leading  to  the  top  of  the  inonnlaiu, 
one  from  Noi*th  Benton,  one  from  Wari*en  Summit,  and  one  from 
tlie  £ast/-i>ai'te  ixigion.  The  last  one  will  answer  our  purpose 
best. 

Let  us  stall  early  on  the  East-parte  road.  There  has  been  a 
great  storm,  but  it  lias  cleared  ofi*  now;  the  moon  is  on  the  full, 
and  the  air  is  clear  as  a  bell.  >Ve  crass  Deny  brook  where  Samuel 
Kni«^ht  had  a  fight  with  a  l>car,  keep  Silver  nil  u]>on  our  left,  and 
come  to  the  Sawtelle  school-house.  Crossing  the  bntlgc  over  the 
Asquamchumauke  or  Baker  nver,  we  pass  a  i*emarkable  flume  in 
the  rocks  wliich  the  watci*8  for  ages  have  been  wearing  out,  leave 
the  **  iM)t  holes"  whci*c  McC-artcr  was  said  to  be  hid  when  he  was 
iiiui*(leivd,  to  our  leil,  and  listening  to  (he  wliite  thoated  tiiich,  our 
mouidain  whi.^tler,  as  he  sings  the  prelude  to  Ihc  '*  Wrecker's 
daughter,'*  in  Hie  fir  w«hhIs,  we  ivach  luu<t-paHe  hclHHil-housc^  by 
Moobilanke  falls  on  the  AHquanichuiimuke. 

It  is  a  modest  little  school-house  by  the  roadside,  but  it  has  a 
history  such  as  few  others  ciui  boiist.  Within  thirty  years,  nearly 
a  score  of  boys  have  been  to  school  there,  who  have  made  pin?ach- 
ers  of  the  g(>s|)el.  lleber  (\  Kimball,  the  celebrated  Monnoii,  and 
Moses  11.  Bixby,  an  eloquent  divine,  are  (he  most  noted.     Kour 
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doctors  ftiid  two  lawyers  also  j^ot  their  early  education  tliere. 
Perhaps  the  great  wooded  mouiitiuns  around,  the  mighty  chasms 
worn  in  tlic  solid  rocks,  witli  pot  holes,  some  of  tliem  forty  feet 
deep,  and  the  music  of  falling  waters,  hnd  something  to  do  with 
forming  the  character  of  tlie  pupils  who  have  attended  school 
there. 

AVe  go  up  through  Moosehinock  district,  crnnhing  the  hill  all 
the  time,  past  a  swaley  nieadow-lield  on  (he  right,  where  a  hun- 
di*ed  bob-oMinks  titter,  and  laugh,  and  sing  nil  through  the  month 
of  Juno,  pjist  another  school-house  and  over  Merrill  brook,  and 
we  arrive  at  Nalhaniel  Merriirs,  the  last  house  high  up  on  the 
northeru  marche  or  boundary  of  Warren. 

What  a  magnincent  place  is  Mr.  MerrilFs;  gi-een  llelds  up  to 
his  very  door;  rustling  maples,  the  hum  of  millions  of  bees,  tlie 
primitive  cheese-press  and  an  old  loom  in  the  shed,  and  pure  water 
to  drink.  Cattle  and  sheep  arc  in  the  rich  pastiu'cs,  there  are 
waving  tields  of  ri])ening  grain,  the  orchard  is  filled  with  apples, 
cherries,  and  Canada  plums,  and  the  murmuring  of  bi^ooks  and 
the  roar  of  the  distant  torrent  is  heard.  Around  are  the  lolly 
wooded  crests  of  the  great  mountains,  Waternomee,  Cushman, 
Kineo,  and  .Mount  Carr,  sweeping  away  in  a  circle  to  the  south- 
west. 

We  will  gel  saddle  horses  lienMind  go  up  the  mountain  slowly 
that  we  nijiy  enjoy  the  trip  all  the  better.  AVe  open  the  heavy  gate, 
cross  the  little  nil  that  comes  down  from  the  great  sugar  orchard 
where  the  song  tlu'ush  is  singing,  and  going  up  thraugh  the  pas- 
ture, startle  a  grass  finch  that  skippering  to  the  top  of  a  low  wav- 
ing maple,  warbles  two  soil  half  plaintive  notes,  followed  by  a 
sweet  silvery  giggle,  as  though  the  bini  e\c(;e<linglv  pleased,  was 
laughing  at  its  own  rich  melody. 

As  we  enter  the  woods  we  see  the  mountain  summit  rising 
4,000  feet  above  us;  the  river  is  roaring  in  the  Tavine  600  feet  deep, 
on  our  right;  the  rcd-eyed  vireo  and  winter  wren  ai*c  perpetually 
singing  in  the  thick  forest,  and  when  we  cross  on  rustic  bridges 
two  mossy  stri«anis,  wlii^re  a  pair  of  solitary  sanit  pipers  are  feed- 
ing, we  begin  the  sharp  ascent  of  (he  mountain. 

The  forest  is  de(*p  and  dark.  Deer  yard  in  these  woods  every 
winter;  bears  prowl  in  them  all  summer  long,  there  arc  sable-titips 
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beside  tho  path,  traps  in  which  wild  cats  are  canght;  and  if 
near  here  that  .loM^ph  Patch,  his  smi,  mid  (Captain  Fhiiiders  killed 
the  hist  moose  that  were  ever  tbiiiid  in  (his  region.  Yet  im)  one 
was  ever  hurt  by  these  ''  wild  beast es/'  so  terrible,  only  Jaml  8. 
Blo4lfl^tt  once  Wiis  greatly  frightened  by  a  bear  by  the  path,  and 
many  a  traveler  has  seen  a  hetlgehog  rapidly  disaippearing  in  the 
thick  boshes.  Hear  that  great  owl  hooting  away  across  the  table 
land  by  Gorge  brook.  AVhat  a  dreadful  voice  he  lias;  but  it  never 
iiijure<1  one  yet.  Tlien;  are  red  squirrels  chattering  by  t lie  road- 
side,—  a  pleiiKunt  sound. 

Climbing,  -/Jgzagiiig  up  the  mountain,  the  forest  changes,  the 
ash,  beech,  and  maple  disappear,  and  the  spruce,  fir,  and  silver 
birch  take  their  places.  We  liave  readied  a  different  zone,  and  tlie 
birds  change, —  the  soft,  sweet  love  note  of  tlie  )mrple  finch  Is 
heiurd  up  among  tho  irones,  the  ivory  billiul  nnow  hint  is  start lc<1 
fVom  its  nest  by  tlie  {lath,  Canada  jays  scream  out  from  tlic  fir 
shailc,  and  sonielinies  cross-bills,  yellow  nimped  warblers,  pine 
grosbeaks  and  lesser  red  polls,  birds  tliat  breed  in  Labrador,  are 
found.  The  Canada  grouse,  with  their  brood  of  chicks,  ran  IVt>iii 
the  path.  Then  there  are  nut  liatches,  kinglets,  raby  crowned 
wrens,  oven  birds  and  olive  backed  thrushes  far  in  these  woods. 

The  trees  grow  smaller  and  smaller,  so  short  and  thick  and 
scraggy  that  one  can  almost  walk  on  top  of  them.  Blueberries 
and  raspl)enic8,  that  arc  ripening  in  the  valley  below,  are  just 
l>eginniiig  to  flower  here;  the  bunch  plum  is  white  by  the  path, 
and  a  dozen  kinds  of  flowers,  new  and  strange,  flom  of  Green- 
land, appear. 

AVe  will  stop  at  the  cold  8pi*hi<r  just  under  the  southern  p4^:ik, 
to  drink.  It  i«»  (he  coldest  water  we  ever  drank;  our  teeth  ai-he 
and  clialtcr,  and  we  s:iy  with  all  (he  ix^t  that  surely  there  i^  an 
ice  bank  near  by. 

Soon  wc  ai*e  out  on  the  bald  mountain  ndge  thai  C4)nnccts  the 
two  peaks;  on  either  hand  are  wild  and  hideous  goi-ges,  three 
thousand  feet  down  into  the  depths  below.  Beyond  to  the  west  is 
the  bright  valley  of  the  Connecticut,  garden  land,  with  silver 
river;  to  the  cjist  the  dark  mvinc  of  the  Asquamchuinanke  tilled 
with  the  olil  priniitivt;  woods,  wliere  the  trei\s  for  thousands  of 
yciirs,  like  the  generations  of  men.  have  grown,  n|)enedand  dietl. 
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llnir  a  inilo  fiirlluM' on  niul  wc  ni*c  at.  Mio  Prospect  House  on 
the  bald  snnnnit  of  Mm  monnUin.  The  niosl.  Kcnsiblo  t.liin<^  IJial 
wo  can  do  is  to  liitch  oiti*  horses  under  the  ledge  on  the  eastern 
side,  out  of  the  way  of  the  wind,  and  go  in  and  get  a  good  cup  of 
tea,  or  something  of  the  sort.  The  house  is  a  nide  structure,  built 
of  stone.  Darius  Swain  and  James  Clement  built  it  in  I860.* 
Samuel  Hoi t  was  master  workman  and  John .  Whitcher,  Nathan 
AVilley,  and  numorons  oUhm-s,  worked  there.  They  had  two  yoke 
of  oxen  up  on  the  monnliun  for  a  whole  month,  and  the  men 
all  camped  over  by  the  cold  8])ring.t 

AVe  are  out  now  on  top  of  the  mounUiin,  well  wrapiKid  up  in 
sh.'xwls  and  quilts.  It  is  a  glorious  day,  but  a  little  colder  than 
when  the  Indian  chief,  AVaternomee,  sat  on  this  summit,  yet  not 
so  cold  as  when  a  century  ag(»  one  of  Robert  Uogers'  rangers  died 
here.  Cluise' >Vliitcher,  the  tirst  white  settler  who  came  up  hero, 
thou.^ht  it  a  cold  place.  lUit  Mrs.  Daniel  Pat«h,  the  iii*8t  wliite 
woman  who  ever  stood  upon  this  summit,  tliought  it  qdite  pledsant. 
She  brought  her  tea-pot  with  her,  and  made  herself  a  good  cup  of 
tea  over  a  (ire  kindled  from  the  hackmat^icks,  bloached  white,  so 
many  of  which  you  see  standing  like  skeletons  down  ontheshoul- 
dei*s  of  the  mountain,  just  as  though  a  great  grave-yard  had  been 
shak(*n  open  by  an  eartlupiake.    Mrs.  Susan  C.  Lilt.le,  wife  of  Dr. 


•  The  pcrsoiiB  who  worke«l  on  the  moiinUiin:— .Inine^  Clement,  Dnrfiin  Swnlii, 
tfohn  lloU,  Sniiiiicl  Unit,  .lohn  WhitrluM*,  with  yoke  orcnltlc;  Nnthan  Wiiley,firovc 
rjitlle;  VminoHH  Wyjill.  Uiii-komh  A.  i'lnneiit,  .*lf«Ke  KiiHlninii,  .liime't  S.  Merrill|.F. 
¥'.  Merrill,  Horatio  Willoughhy,  with  ciittlc:  Kben  Swnin,  Chan. Carpenter,  JoMSph 
WliitclHT,  JIn/j'ii  Libhey,  nciijainiii  Kantmun,  Dnnlel  Willis. 

The  Pn:K|»ect  House  was  opeiiof!  .July  4. 18H0,  and  the  day  was  celobrnted  on 
the  niouutaiii.  Alore  than  a  thouRand  iieoplo  were  proRent:  the  Newbury  brass 
band  hirnislied  llic  nui^ic.  Col.  StcvenR  M.  Dow  marshaled  the  citizens,  a  whole 
rcf^inient  of  llieni,  niarehing  and  eounter-niarrhingr  unon  the  mountain  top,  and 
lion.  TliomaH  .1.  Smith  delivered  an  excellent  and  patriotic  oialion. 

On  thi8o«M':iKion  Daniel  <j.  (ienirnl  drove  two  horneK  atlarlied  to  a  larffc pleas- 
ure wa^on  on  to  the  niountnin;  and  the  relebralion  eonelndrd  with  n  show  by  a 
party  ol'  Indian  perf'onners,  g:eiinine  Indians,  who  danced,  sang,  and  soundetl  (be 
war-wluM»p. 

t  Nathaniel  Kirhardson  and  Natli.  K.  llichanl8on  made  the  shingles  high  upon 
the  monnlain  Hide. 

•'  I8IM),  Aug.  2!).— Philip  Iladley,  JK)  years  old,  came  up  to  the  Prospect  House, 
lie  lives  at  Itradlord,  Vt.,  and  he  walked  all  the  way  from  that  place  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain."— Uegistcr  of  Prospect  House,  ISiiO. 

•lames  Cutting,  ftl  years  of  age,  rode  horseback  fVom  his  homo  in  IlaTorhill,  to 
the  top  of  Mooshillork,  and  bark  tlie  same  day,  Aug.  21,  IHiifl. 

hnniedinlrfy  alter  »»pening  thr  TroHpert  llonK(>,  rieveial  citizens  of  Warren 
comnuMired  to  keep  Huninior  luiaiderH;  |{uk^4>I  Aleirill  was  llie  llrKt  to  open  the 
burtineKs;  and  alter  him,  11.  II.  Sheldon ;  iho  Moosilanke  llou^ie,  now  koplby  D.U. 
Marsh,  and  Nathaniel  Meriill,  'id,  have  fuUuwed  the  business. 
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Jesse  Little,  was  the  first  woman  who  rode  a  horse  on  to  the  momi- 
tain,  and  that  was  in  1859. 

William  I /it  tic  was  the  first  landlord  of  tlit;  Pros|)cct  rfonsc, 
Uicn  KzckicI  A.  (/Icinont  kept  it  for  one  season,  and  aflcrwards 
James  ClcmciiL,  for  years  and  years,  was  mine  host  on  Mooschil- 
lock.  lie  was  i-cally  tlic  old  man  of  the  mountain.  Many  a  ni^ht 
lie  lias  stopped  alone  np  hcra  among  the  clouds  and  the  eagles. 
The  housewife  mcking  her  cradle  of  a  stormy  night,  below,  wonid 
mutter  as  a  gust  of  storm  thundei-ed  over  tlie  ii»of,  ^'  O  then  it  is 
|)oor  Jim  that  has  enough  of  fresh  air  alNuit  his  lieail  up  them  this 
night,  the  ci^itnro!" 

One  sumnn^r  they  had,  as  visitors  at  the  Pros|)cct  1  louse,  a 
deer,  three  eagles,  a  bear,  and  a  wild  cat.  Jim  said  he  saw  the 
deer  cropping  the  harcbells  on  the  mountain  top;  that  the  bear  lay 
in  the  grass  at  the  foot  of  the  falls;  the  wild-cat  screamed  from 
the  liiutkniatarks  at  the  nnNin,  and  the  Oiigles  hntked  in  at  the  win- 
dow as  he  was  building  the  morning  iirc.  Jim  Wiis  a  ginai  hand 
at  telling  stones  of  his  adventures  in  the  woods,  and  what  he  liad 
witnessed  on  the  mountain.  He  said  he  had  set.'ii  the  fog  S4>  tliick 
that  he  could  bag  it  up  like  com ;  that  he  had  seen  it  so  cold  that 
it  turned  into  icicles  and  sailed  round  like  birds;  that  the  wind 
would  blow  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  an  hour;  that  once  a 
whirlwind  lifted  a  pair  of  cjirt-whccls  tifty  feet  into  the  air,  spun 
them  round  for  a  minute  and  then  let  tliem  down  again  uninjured ; 
that  he  had  heani  a  bear  in  the  night,  hallooing  over  on  the  south 
peak  so  loud  that  it  waked  the  whole  family  np;  that  tliei*e  was  an 
earthquake  that  shook  the  crockery  on  the  shelves:  that  once  a 
column  of  smoke  and  fire  issued  from  the  easterly  ridge,  belching 
up  like  a  volcano;  that  the  aurom  boi-ealis  came  down  on  the 
mountain  so  tU'u.k  and  so  splendid  that  it  seemed  like  a  shower  of 
silver  and  gold ;  and  that  every  year,  there  was  one  night,  al>ont 
the  full  of  the  nu»on  in  August,  when  witches,  and  ghosts,  and 
spirits,  and  failles  danced,  and  yelled,  and  sang  over  the  nionutaiu 
peaks  hy  the  million.  When  rcnionstiiitcd  with  for  telling  large 
stories,  he  would  reply,  **  What  is  the  use  of  telling  a  story  at  all 
unless  you  can  (ell  one  that  will  cjill  the  mind  into  activity.'' 

lAii  us  get  up  on  the  deck  of  the  roof.     It  is  the  l>est  view  of 
all  from  here;  (lie  grandest  and  most  sublime,  far  surpassing  that 
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fmm  any  other  [wiik  in  Now  England,  bccnufic  of  lU  isolated  posi- 
tion, nnd  of  its  *r»oat  hri^rlit,  and  no  other  mountains  near  to  hide 
the  prospect,  as  is  tlu^  case  at  tlic  Whilo  mountains.  Then  sl^ind- 
iiig  alone  it  does  not  atti*act  the  clouds  as  the  "Wliite  mountains  do, 
and  for  a  whole  month  in  the  season  it  shoots  up  into  the  clear 
heaven  when  all  the  eastern  peaks  are  cloud  cai)ped. 

Just  around  us.  the  mountain  is  green  with  mosses  and  lichens, 
thirty  kinds  of  mosses;  and  hart^lM^lls  and  mountain  cnmhcrries, 
with  their  millions  of  llowci*s,  make  it  sct^m  like  a  garden,  with  a 
green  border  of  ill's  and  spruces  and  birches  below.  Purple 
fniches,  snow  birds,  and  the. mountain  whistler  are  singing  in  this 
garden. 

The  sun  is  going  down  and  it  is  cold  you  say.  Let  us  travel 
with  our  eyes  round  the  whole  horizon. 

Look  away  to  the  south  first,  llow  the  ruby  light  is  gleaming 
on  Lake  AVinnopisseogee,  **  The  Smile  of  the  Great  Spirit ;"  see  that 
tall  shaft  just  on  the  honzon  beyond.  It  is  Bunker  hill  monument 
standing  **  down  by  the  sea."  Carry  your  eye  round  to  the  west; 
Mt.  Belknap  is  fii-st,  then  Wachusett  in  Massachusetts,  the  Unca- 
nooimcks,  and  to  the  right  of  them,  Jo  English,  Kearaarge,  Mt. 
Cardigan,  Monadnock,  and  Croydon  mountains.  Close  by  is  Wa- 
tx^niomeo,  ('nshman,  Kineo,  Mount  Carr,  Slinsonmount^un  inllom- 
ney,  SmarCs  mountain  in  Dorchest-er,  Mt.  Cube  in  Orford,  Senti- 
nel monntnin  in  Warren,  and  Piermont  mountain. 

Arross  tlit^  (!onn(M*.Hcnt  river  to  the  s(»nlhwest  is  Ascutney,  and 
beyond  it,  farther  down,  is  Saddle  mountain,  Graylock,  and  Berk- 
shire hills,  in  Massachusetts.  Then  wheeling  round  towards  tlie 
north  are  Killiiigton  peaks,  sharp  and  needle  like,  shooting  up 
above  the  noighboring  hills;  farther  north  and  directly  west,  is 
Camt^rs  Hump,  unmistakable  in  )is  appearance;  then  Mt.  Mans- 
lield,  towerin«r  above  the  thousand  other  sununitj^  of  tJie  Green 
mountains. 

Above  and  beyond  them,  in  the  farthest  distance,  ai*e  couuted 
nine  sharp  peaks  of  the  Adirondacks  in  New  York,  Mt.  Marcy 
higher  than  all  the  rest.  To-morrow  morning  at  sunrise  you  will 
see  the  fog  lloaling  up  from  Lake  Champlain  this  side  of  them. 

In  the  northwest  is  Jay  peak  on  Canada  line,  and  to  the  right 
of  it  you  see  a  hundred  sunnnit^  rising  from  the  table  lauds  of 
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Canada.    Then  there  is  the  notch  at  Memphremagog  lake.  Owl's 
head  by  Willonghhy  lake,  and  ^[onadiiock  in  northern  Vcnnont. 

Close  down  is  lUack  nioiiiitaiu;  OwPs  lutad  of  New  llain|>- 
sliiro,  and  Uluehcrry,  Hogback  and  Sngarloaf  mountains.  Tlicii 
north  is  Cobble  hill  In  I^ndafT;  (lardner  nionntain  in  Lynian,  and 
Slai*k  peaks  away  up  in  northern  Coos. 

To  the  right,  and  stretching  away  to  the  northeast  in  Maine, 
yon  see  a  long  mlliiig  range  of  hills,  the  water-shed  l>etween  the 
Atlantic  ocean  and  the  St.  Lawrence  river,  said  by  Agassiz  to  be 
the  oldest  land  in  the  world.  £ast  of  tliese  is  Ihe  white  summit  of 
the  Aziscoos,  by  IJinbagog  lake. 

Neai-est  and  to  the  north-east  is  Mt.  Kinsman,  the  Pix>file 
mountain;  and  alK)ve  and  over  them  Mt.  Lafayette,  its  sides 
scarred  and  Jagged  whci-e  a  hnndi-ed  toirents  pour  down  in  spring, 
its  peaks  splintered  by  lightning.  South  of  tliis,  and  near  by,  are 
the  Haystacks.  Over  and  beyond  the  latter  are  the  Twins,  more 
than  live  Uiousand  feet  high ;  and  just  to  the  right  of  them  Mt. 
Washington,  dome  shaped  and  higher  than  all  the  i^est.  Around 
Ihis  monarch  of  mountains,  iui  if  attendant  uiM>n  him,  are  Mts. 
Adams  and  JefTcrson,  shai-p  peaks  on  the  left,  and  Mt.  Moriah,  the 
Imp,  Mts.  Madison  and  Monroe,  Mt.  Webster,  the  Willey  notch 
precipice.  Double  head,  and  a  hundred  other  great  mountains 
standing  to  the  right  and  front. 

A  little  to  the  south  is  Carrigan,  4,800  feet  high,  black  and  . 
sombre,  most  attniclivo  and  most  dreaded,  not  a  while  siM)t  nor  a 
scar  upon  it ;  covered  with  dark  woods  like  a  black  pall,  symmetrical 
and  beautiful,  the  eye  turns  away  to  return  to  it  again  and  again. 
Mt.  Pigwacket  in  (>onway,  it's  neighbor,  always  seems  gi*ay  in  the 
hazy  distance,  Ch()«:orua  rises  farther  south,  and  Welch  mountain, 
Osceola,  AVhitefiuu',  Ossipee,  Agamenticus,  on  the  sea  coast;  Mt. 
Prospect  and  Ked  hill  till  up  the  circle. 

This  view  to  Ihe  north  and  cast  is  Ihe  most  nia*^nificent  moun- 
tain view  to  he  had  on  Ihis  hide  <»r  Iht^  continent.  The  most  indif- 
ferent observer  cannot  look  upon  it  without  feeling  its  grandeur 
and  sublimity. 

Forty  jjonds  and  lakes  arc  sparkling  under  the  setting  sun. 
Two  in  AVoodstock,  the  little  tarn  in  the  meadow  where  the  As- 
quamchumauke  rises;  Stinson  pond  in   Ilc^mney,  I^ake  AVinnepis* 


MACNIKICKNT  PR08PKCT.  497 

scogcc,  AVinncsfjnaiH,  Iiowg  bay,  Sinilli'R  ]>on(l,  Squnm  lake,  Mas- 
vouMX  Inkr,  hvo  )m)ih1h  in  1  )()n;lioKl<M',  Hakcr  poiulR  in  Orford, 
Indian  pond,  Fairlco  pond,  and  numcrouij  others  in  Vermont; 
Tarletou  hikes,  Wachipanka  pond,  b}'  which  Rogcre  and  liis  ran- 
gers camped,  Kelloy,  and  Iloi'sc-shoe  ponds;  two  othei*s  in  Hav- 
erhill, Ih'avcr  meadow  ponds  in  Heiiton,  and  many  more  witli 
names  nnk now n;  how  they  all  gleam  and  glis(<*n,  and  h)ok  like 
silver  shf'ens. 

The  lN*migewas8ett,  Hut  /Vsipunni'hnmanke,  (he  Annnonoosiic, 
and  I  he  (\)nneetii'.nL  IVom  their  wooded  valleys  are  fhishing  in  the 
setting  snn. 

The  villages  with  their  elmrrJi  spires  are  gleaming.  See  Brad- 
ford, Haverhill  Corner,  Kastand  North  Haverhill,  Newhnry,  AVoods- 
ville  and  Wells  Uiver,  down  (Ihmc^  in  tin*  Conneelient  valley.  A 
hnndred  spirt^s  nre  shining  on  the  hills  oT  Vermont.  LandafFand 
Kath  arc  lighted  np,  and  Warren,  Went-worth,  Campton,  Kranco- 
nia.  Lake  Village,  and  Laconia  all  come  distinctly  out  as  the  sun 
goes  down. 

Now  see  the  snn  jnst  touching  the  Adinmdacks  beyond  Lake 
Champlain  in  the  west.  There  is  ii  rosy  blush  on  the  White,  monn- 
luins,  the  (jreen  nmnntains  are  goldim,  while  all  the.  |N*aks  behind 
whirli  the  snn  is  g(»ing  down  iwv  balhcil  in  a  sea  of  glori(Mis  light. 
I  low  it  ehangi^sl  Darkness  en*eps  f»ver  tlu^  eastern  peaks,  the 
4«n*en  monnlains  are  goini^  into  shadows,  tju;  Vermillion,  pink, 
rnby,  and  gold  of  tlie  Adirondacks,  is  lading  away,  and  the  stars 
arc  coming  out. 

Hut  look  I  there  is  a  silver  line  on  the  eastern  honzon.  'Tis 
the  moon  rising.  Ihit  Luna  don't  come  from  behind  the  hills. 
Her  ujiper  lind)  as  slu^  ere(»ps  np  is  distant  twice  her  dianuUer 
from  the  land  hori/on.     That  bright  bnnd  twixtmoon  and  earth  is 


Tlic  vion  \h  tin'  p-anil  Miiiif?  of  M6o(>rhillock.  Utit  ir<it  nIiouM  hn|t|>Pii  to  1»« 
c'liMHiy,  :th  is  IrniiKMilly  l.lii>  v:\fC,  tlit'i'C  ix  iiutdi  o(  iiilcir>l.  .-iluiiit  (lir  lo})  o|  llio 
iiioiiniaiii.  <::irii«*lM  :in  hit'li  in  <liaiii«*tcr,  wIlli  |M*i'(r(*t  i'accH,  .-ni*  roiiiM)  by  tho  r.nr- 
I'in^o  nmil,  loiiy  vtu\*  iVoiii  Dm*  Iiousc.  Tuc  hi'-'l  liMiriii'illiu*^*  in  Nuw  llnmpBhIre 
arc.  al!«o  uIiIsuikmI  in  tin*  Hainc  loralily.  Down  in  tiio  TnnnrI  niv  inairnillrcnt  ijiiarix 
crystals.  On  the  siuitli  |H':t)v  in  a  niont  cnrtouH  lurmw.  Mr.  Jnnu'H  Clement  snys 
il  w.tH  unilonliUMily  |iI<iwimI  by  an  icolu'r^  drilling  Iniin  tin*  north-oaxt  to  (.lie  soiilii- 
Wi'sl.,  mIich  Nfxv  li:ini|iKlnr(*  inonniains  wvtv  umlrr  lln*  iwcan.  No  |MM-Hon  cnn  I'nil 
lo  noti«*,r.  il.  ".loliiblnnr"  r.ivinc  wliru-  \Mv  Asijnani«'liunianko  len|»»  tluwu  n 
lliounanM  Vvvi  at  an  anjric  ol"  so  lU'^rrctv,  \t*  niurli  viKiteil.  Tho  Sovun  Cnscnilrn 
lirlwtuMi  tlu'  two  |ieakft  ol  the  mountain  on  itorge  brook,  are  alhotvell  Moith  n  vihit. 
The  stream  ilestrendr*  nt  n  Hliar|>  anj^le  eight  humlred  I'uet  over  n  9erio«  ot  steps. 
And  aflor  a  great  rnin  is  n  mo8t  maguinecut  night. 
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tho  ocean.  It  is  a  sight  seldom  seen  fVom  New  Hampshire's  monn- 
tnins. 

As  we  come  down  from  the  roof,  tho  mountuhi  whiftUor,  well 
c:illci1  tho  nortlicrn  iii;^htin<ciih)y  chants  its  sweet  noten  in  the  Imck- 
niutacks,  un  owl  hoots  over  hy  Iho  old  cunip  at  tho  C-ohi  Hpring^y 
tlio  wind  is  soughing  mournfully  on  the  mosses  of  the  rocks,  and 
tlio  di^p  voice  of  the  torrents  comes  up  from  tlie  dark  ravines 
hulow.  Lot  us  go  in,  get  Rupi»er,  listen  to  Undo  Jhn's  yarns  tor  a 
wliiloy  go  to  bed  and  sleep  till  tlie  sunrise,  which  is  scai-ceiy  less 
glorious  tlian  tho  sunset. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


irOW   SEVERAL    INI>IVII)UAI.S   <;OT    Uini    MANITFACTimiNfl,    OR   OU«IIT 
TO,    WITH   THE   GfX>RIOIT8    UKSI'I.TS   OF   IT. 


^VaUKEN  lias  always  been  cptecined  an  ngricultnral  town. 
Somo  mining  liaA  alfto  been  carried  on,  but  we  do  not  now  propose 
to  consider  cithor  of  said  bmnches  of  industry ;  but  to  give  a  brief 
history  of  manufacturing  in  our  litMo  democmcy. 

Sffin  MUIh. — In  llu^  <':irIiost  days  of  our  liainlft  Mm  manufacture 
of  InnilxM*  was  tlic  most  ini]M>r(ant  of  lliis  branch  of  industry. 
SlcvciiR  Merrill,  as  \\v.  have  said  bcfon*.  built  the  first  saw-mill  at 
the  **  white  liltle  falls''  (»n  the  Mikaseota,  HIack  brook,  where 
once  John  Page  shot  a  deer. 

Joshua  Copp  built  the  next  saw-mill  near  the  outlet  of  Runa- 
way pond.  AVhat  an  excellent  mill  privilege  might  be  made  there 
now  by  construct  lug  a  short  dam  fitly  feet  long  and  forty-feet  high 
and  tlowing  all  Kunaway  pond  basin  again.  The  pond  would  be 
a  mile  wide,  two  njilcs  long  and  thirty  feet  deep.  What  a  grand 
reservoir!  Then  Kelley  pond  could  be  flowed  so  as  to  make  a 
reservoir  of  eighty  acivs,  twelve  feet  deep,  and  NVachipauka  could 
be  mised  some  eight  feet  by  a.  short  dam.  If  it  was  i-aised  higher 
than  that  its  water  would  flow  down  the  Oliverian  to  the  Con- 
necticut. 

Atler  Mr.  (-opp,  Nathnnicl  ('lf)ngh  built  two  saw  mills,  the 
tir^^ton  the  Asfpiamchum.'uike  near  the  soulhern  boundary,  and  the 
second  on  that  musical  stream,  llurricantUu'ook.    Josi'ph  Clement 
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repaired  the  latter  and  then  sold  It  to  John  L.  Stevens,  who 
iiioyed  it  away  to  High  street. 

My  gniiKlfafiicr  Josi'iili  Merrill,  Jonatlum  Merrill,  and  Iksnja- 
niin  MeiTill,  lln^n  hiiilt  llie  threat  Miw-inill  jiisi  at  the  d(*|N>l  cnisit- 
iiig. 

Uuel  Beta  ClifTonl  huilt  on  Moosehillock  falls  the  mill  stand- 
ing near  the  £ast-parte  scliooMionse,  and  later,  Adonirani  Whitiiier 
built  tlie  old  mill  now  gone  to  dcc:iy,  on  llerry  brook,  Hir  up  tlic 
"NowHosul." 

William  l\(*llrv  bnill  Mk*  siiw-mill  al  Krilcv  immhI. 

Jo84*pli  II.  Sl«*vcii2«,  llir  mill  on  Osik  lallK;*  lianlly  a  vestige  of 
it  now  ix*niaius. 

Mrs.  James  llarriinan,  first  a  mill  up  High  street  on  the  Oli- 
veriaii,  and  second  another  mill  lower  down  on  Warren  Summit. 

Sylvester  Meirill  and  Capt.  Daniel  Memll,  a  flourishing  miU 
high  up  ill  the  Kist-pnrle  n*gioiiK. 

Levi  F.  Jewel],  two  mills  on  Bern*  brook,  and  Isaac  Sawtelle, 
a  mill  in  Stresimy  valley  district,  ncmr  the  inonlli  of  llalchehler 

brook. t 

What  a  host  of  difl'eront  iiersons  have  ownc<l  some  of  these 
mills.  Stevens  Merrill  sold  his  to  Moses  H.  Clement,  and  the 
subsequent  6 wild's  arc  Kl>eiiezer  Cn^hman,  F.  A.  &,  M.  K.  (Uisli- 
man,  Pliilo  llaltlwin,  Ila/.cll4»ii  Sc  F<iil4»ii,  and  Wliildirr,  M«*iTill  4^- 
i^lark. 

Joseph  MciTill  bought  oiit.loiiathaii  and  Ikiiijaiiiiii  Memll,  and 
then  sohl  to  Anson  M(;rrill.  Ho  sold  to  James  Dow;  and  siih>H> 
qncnt  owners  an;  i)o\.  ( MiaHes  I^ine,  Albe  (J.  Week.s,  Whiteher  & 
Weeks,  L.  C.  Whilrlicr,  J.  M.  Whiton,  and  last,  II.  W.  Weeks. 

Atiirst  all  the  linnlier  was  iiiaiiut;i<*tiii'ed  for  home  e(nisnin)>- 
tioii;  but  siiiee  lli<:  raiU'oad  w:is  hnill  inillions  ol'leet  aiv  aiiimally 
sent  to  market,  bringing  th(»iis:iii(ls  (»r  doHars  baek  to  (he  liiiiilH^r- 
nieii  and  l:irnier>  t»t'  Warren. 

(it'hl  Mills. — The  nianntUctiii-e  «)!'  all  kinds  of  grain  into  meal 
and  ilonr  is  one  of  great   importance,  yet  but  two  grist  mills  of 


•  Mr.  \'t\\\\  Wv.uWv  \vi-»  kiUnl  Ii»mc,  Nov  s.  ls.ir».  A  lug  rolled  over  liiiu  crush- 
ing liin  head  to  u  jelly,     lie  \va»  77  years  i>l«l. 

t  Since  the  atlvriit  M  tiie:!(l  ceiiduy  Col  .l«»hii  S.  Ilr>niit  hiiill  aii«>llier  itiill  oa 
the  Oliveriaii,  al  Ihc  .suiiiinU,  and  riiarlen  'riii»m|i>oii,  a  larjre  tteaiii  indl  l*\  the 
depol  oil  Ihti  siiiiiiiiil. 
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nny  coiisoqnonco  have  <»vor  born  oslnhlislieil  in  Warron;  lliitloWs 
mill  i\{  llio  old  {\vv\y  linli\  and  ('IcninitV  mill  at  llio  moiilli  of  ] (lack 
brook.  V\}r  nearly  twenty-live  years  the  Butler  mill  stood  ou  the 
Asqiiamchumauke,  and  sous  of  Joshua  Cop)>  '^  tended  it.''  Thou 
it  went  to  docav.  The  Clement  mill  has  since  done  iiearlv  all  tlie 
"  grinding."  Ool.  Olmdiah  Clement  was  the*  iii*s(  miller*  at  the 
while  little  falls  on  Ulack  brook,  ami  old  men  and  women  tell  how 
wIhmi  Ihev  wcmmHiovh  and  i^irls  tliev  went  there  "to  mill"  and 
waitiiifT  tor  tlu'ir  ** grist"  whiled  away  the  time  listening  io  the 
bu/.z  of  the  old  (\)l.'s  rnde  mill  st<)nes,  the  si)lash  of  the  water- 
wheel  and  the  rattling  music  of  the  kingfisher,  equally  familiar, 
.that  every  year  had  its  nest  down  the  stream  in  the  river baiik.f 

Carding  Mill,  Ac, — Col.  Moses  II.  Clement  established  a  cai*d- 
ing  mill  for  the  manutacture  of  rolls,  which  the  fanners' wives  and 
their  daughters  spun  into  yam,  and  wove  into  cloth.  It  was  built 
beside  his  grist  mill,  and  he  had  in  connection  with  it  a  fulling 
mill  and  ilve  house.  Ebcnezer  Cuslnnau  cojitinued  the  business 
and  employed  Moses  W,  Pillsbury  for  many  years  to  work  for  him. 
i*hilo  Ualdwin  followed  Mr.  Cushman,  and  after  him  lltiseltou  & 
Eaton.     Ilobart  AVyatt  used  to  do  the  dyeing  for  them. 

Clapboard  and  Shhitjlc  Milh, — Moses  If.  Clement  also  hml  a 
shingle  mill.  Kbenezer  Cushman  in  Mr.  Clement's  mill,  and  Sal- 
mon (ileason  at  the  Kast-parte,  have  sawed  an  immense  quantity  of 
shingles.  Shingles  have  also  been  made  at  the  Sawtclle  mill,  the 
Joseph  Merrill  mill,  Kelley  mill,  and  at  AVarreu  Summit.  Bat 
verv  few  are  now  made  in  town. 

Col.  ls:uic  Merrill  had  the  first  clapboard  mill  in  "\Vari*en.  It 
was  located  on  Patch  brook,  just  below  H<>cky  falls.  Then  Ilascl- 
Um  &  Katon  had  one  at  the  Stevens  lSI<*rrill  mill,  and  both  t4>getlier 
tli<\v  ent  out  and  sent  1^)  nnirkc^t  millions  of  i^hqjboards.  Mot  a 
elaj)boardis  niade  in  AVarren  now. 


♦  OMhts  who  have  Icmln)  niMI  thcro  nve  M"«»c«  II.  (/lounMit,  Joglnin  Copp,  .Jr., 
tlainoA  Mills,(l)  the  pcrpchinl  motion  innker,  Khonczor  CnKlunnn.  PnfTC  KimbnH, 
11  ibnt  li.  StevoiiH,  .lolin  lla««cltoii,  E.  B.  Kntoii,  Irn  iMcrrill.  uii<l  (Jcorge  I'rcscoU, 
miller. 

(I)  MilN  workn)  on  "  )M'r|irlnnl  nioUon  **  all  liis  lil'iN  Init  <li<l  no|.  nnikn  it|(n. 

t  Si»nn«  ;rriniVm!r  lia>«  Immmi  «|om»  wlioro  llic  |»0!r  nrll  Ih  now.  Snimnn  (ileniion 
ouro  lirul  a  run  mill  al  flu*  IOast-|»MHr.  |,i«vi  F.  .Ii*>v««I1  now  prlnd««  corn.  nn«l  long 
atro  I  ho  rniTici'M  hail  a  ^list  mill  in  iho  ni;r«'  of  IIimiIimi  on  WnniMi  Stnuniit. 
Tim*  sii'viMirt  "  nann'd"  Momw  II.  ('IrnnMirs  jtHhI  nrll.  Il<  sai<l,  **  What  rniiio  by 
lla/on'H  inilnKtry  wtm  'rnniar'n  (h*ll^:lit/'  iinU  ninny  other  thin^rs  or  the  same  •ort. 
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Peya. — Barker  h  French  commenced  the  manufacture  of  shoe 
pegs,  near  (ho  close  of  \Vun*en*8  (hinl  genenilion.  They  niaclc 
tlious2iii(ls  of  barrels  of  them,  (he  very  best  sent  to  nuirke(,  uiul 
employed  many  boys  and  «^irls  in  (he  inannfacture.  They  ramiMl 
on  business  Just  at  tlio  end  of  the  old  Coos  Tunipike  near  the 
Joseph  Morrill  mill,  and  liad  both  st^sam  and  ivater  power.  John 
M.  Wliiton  succeeded  tliem  and  had  a  small  pond  on  Cold  brook 
nortli  east  of  tlie  niilroad,  in  which  to  keep  his  peg  timber  stKikeil. 

Tannituf, — Walter  Whipple,  brother  to  Dr.  Thomas  Whipple 
who  went  to  (unigrtiss  HO  ni.'iny  yi»4irs,  built  a  lanncry  on  Ihi;  Rli- 
k}UMM)ta,  Just  below  the  Ulue  ridge,  and  a  tlwelling-house  neiir  by. 
The  house  was  for  many  yeai*8  Uie  old  [larsonage,  and  Anson  Pills- 
bury  lives  in  it  now.  Joseph  Uoynton,  the  great  Metliodist  class 
leader,  6uccee<led  Whipple  in  the  business,  and  Joshua  Mcriill  Ad- 
lowed  him.  Col.  Isaac  Merrill  hail  a  tannery  on  Oit)-liill  bi-ook, 
and  William  Tomeroy  bought  him  out  and  i*4irrie<l  on  (he  business 
for  many  yeai*K. 

Window  Shudcx, — lhts4*l(on  Si  l'^il«>n  romnicn4'(Ml  (lie  nnmu- 
factaro  of  window  shades,  and  carried  it  on  extensively  at  the  old 
Stevens  Merrill  mill.  The  material  is  got  out  hero,  but  almost 
every  woman  in  town  has  a  loom  and  weaves  window  shades. 
Merrill  &  Clark  still  continue  the  business. 

Slarch,^F.  A.  &  M.  E.  Cushman  built  a  starch  factory  at  the 
Stevens  Merrill  mill.  They  made  the  stai*ch  from  potatoes. 
Shortly  alter,  itussell  Iv.  (element  built  another  stauvh  factory  by 
Itocky  falls  on  l^itcli  brook,  wlicro  he  manufactured  |)otato  starch 
for  a  few  ycai*s.  lie  then  moved  his  mill  to  the  month  of  the  Mi- 
kaseota,  where  in  company  with  Daniel  Q.  Clement  he  has  con- 
tinued the  trade,  and  they  have  both  acquiretl  considerable 
pi*oi)crty. 

liohbins. — I/cvi  F.  .Jewell  built  a  bobbin  mill  at  the  mouth  of 
ikirry  brook  and  iKk:^  ni:ule  money  making  bobbins,  lb;  nsiis  nHn*e 
than  a  luiudi^ed  tliousiuid  feet  of  hurd-wood  lumber  annually,  and 
has  usually  sold  in  Nasiuia.  Mr.  Jewell  made  wash-boards  for  a 
few  years.  Nathaniel  K.  Richardson  made  bobbins  a  short  time  at 
the  Sawtcllc  mill. 

Cuopcrs, — A  coo|M'r  ciinie  to  town  long  years  ago,  Mr.  Asa 
Thurston.     His  shop  stood  exactly  on  tlie  spot  whero  the    lirut 


C/e^u  ^u/y  yoau, 


:67ilf?i.i^^aiu. 
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8cli(H)l-lioiiso  ill  Warroii  wuh  hnlK.  Mr.  Tliin"8t<)ii  ciiiployodUcorj^o 
W.  Prrsroli,  IniiliT,  hikI  •lolin  Ijonl,  |4>  work  lor  him.  ACii^'wanls 
George  Bixby,  Sen.,  and  Samuel  Bixby  and  Samuel  Goodwiu  made 
buckets,  kits,  and  barrels,  and  Leavitt,  on  the  Hoight-o'- land,  made 
*'  leach-tubs  "  for  Anson  Merrill. 

Shaved  Shinrjles. — Old  Antony  McCarter,  tlie  hcnnity  made 
Hliiii«;l('s  l>y  liand,  and  Saiiiiiol  0.sl)orii,  Sl^^pluMi  UicliardKon,  Isaac 
CliUbrd,  on  Uiut-oak  liill,  Willinin  Sl^jarns,*  by  Kcllcy  pond,  No- 
Uianicl  Uichardson,  Daniel  Bailey,  James  Dow,  and  Stevens  Mer- 
rill, son  of  'Stpiiro  rJonathan  Merrill,  Tappan  Craigc,  Stephen 
Cniige,  and  nnmerons  others  in  town,  have  I'ollowed  the  same 
business.  Natlinniel  Uichardson  and  his  son  Nathaniel,  high  up 
on  the  side  of  Mooschillock  inonntnin,  made  the  long  shingle  for 
the  Prospect  House.  They  camped  out  in  the  woods  while  thus 
engaged.  Persons  who  shaved  shingles  were  called  ''shingle 
weavei-s." 

Pearlash. — Oapt.  Benjamin  Merrill,  son  of  *Squii*o  Abel,  made 
salts  and  pearlash.  His  potash  stood  down  the  bank  from  the  old 
first  school-house  and  Thurston's  cooj)cr  shop.  Ashes  wero  plenty 
then  and  Thomas  Pillsbury  and  Col.  Ben.  Clement  worked  night 
and  day  lor  hiiii,  learhiiig,  boiling,  and  prarliii«^^.  AV^hat  hot  Urns 
they  kr.pM  IVeston  Si  Keezer  bought  out  Col.  Ben.  Merrill  and 
conti lined  (he  biisinoss. 

Anson  Merrill  built  a  potiish  just  west  of  (In*  depot  **  crossing" 
and  did  a  large  business.  Ho  always  made  A  No.  1  pearlash,  and 
got  the  highest  price  for  it.  AVilliam  Wells  worked  for  him  awhile 
and  then  ho  employed  Hobart  Wyatt,  Daniel  Day,  Col.  Ben.  Clem- 
ent, **  Biger"  Wright,  Nathan  Willey,  Thomas  Pillsbury,  Stephen 
AVhiteman  and  others  in  the  business.  Old  set!  lei's  say  "lots  of 
rum  used  to  be  drank  in  the  potash  premises ;''  but  (his  must  be  a 
mistake,  for  although  all  the  ministei*s  in  those  times  invariably 
drank  what  li(|Uor  they  could  get,  yet  it  is  well  known  that  all  or 
nearly  all  the  above  worthies  wei*e,  or  ought  to  have  been,  good 
temperance  men. 

*  SloHi'iiM  oiiro  h|.o|i|hmI  III.  liliiirH*  lioirl  nl  KmhL  ll:iv<'ihill.  Ili>  lind  III  n  f(*xr 
gl:iH«(fM  Hiiil  irll  f^iioil.  II.*  c:illi*il  I'ltr  Hiippor:  (iliiu*'*  n'^knl  if  ho  IimiI  niiy  nKMiiry. 
8ti':iniM  m:iI«I  **y<*-*  "  (niiii*-*  in  iil«  him  nhmv  If,  tliiMi  IiikI  }i  jjoimI  Hiifipor  iiro|mro(l. 
When  il  \\:\i*  HMily  he  \v;inh'i|  Sli>:inm  l.o  wjilk  in.  Tin*  hillcr  did  mo,  wriil  iwico 
nroiind  Mm  l.'tldc,  \viilki*:|  unl  iiilo  Mm*  litir-ntoin  :ind  told  (MinoM  ihnl  lio  hiid  hcimi 
Mu*  nionrv,  and  Mir  t«ii^>pcr  li:id  lH*4*n  Hcon,tind  now  In*  Km;MHiHl  Uiry  wcro  even. 
Hlcunis  then  walked  ofl,  leaving  Gllues  in  a  very  pleasant  mood. 
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Uncle  Eben  Cnshniaii  built  a  potash  at  the  lower  village  and. 
worked  it  a  hiiig  time.  Then  llobarl  Wyall*  got  exrhixivc  craiiln»l 
of  lliette  ini|H>rtant  niannraiclorietfy  anil  wllh  liiis  Kon  Vaniit*titf,t 
waa  tlie  ku^t  w1h>  ever  carried  on  the  iiearhuih  hnsinesH  in  Warren. 

Brick. — Brick  making  luis  never  been  very  extensive  in  our 
town.  LfOng  ago  clay  was  dug  in  the  bottom  of  Runaway  pond, 
and  brick  made  fh>m  it  Just  below  Beech  hill  bridge  on  tlie  south 
bank  of  the  Mikaseota ;  but  who  did  it  the  oldest  iuliabitants  of 
the  present  diiy  Imve  forgotten.  Thrce-tourths  of  a  century  ago  n 
kiln  was  burned  at  (1m^  forks  of  Oii^-hill  Hlixnun  where  llie  rottd 
turns  otf  to  the  mine,  from  the  turnpike,  and  Dr.  French  burned 
several  kilns  in  the  fiast-parte  region.^ 

OiU  and  Essences. —  Every  one  has  heard  of  Stephen  Wliite* 
man's  large  essence  manufactory,  by  Ik^rry  brook  on  the  Summit. 
He  made  i>ep|)ermint  es»ience,  chcckerbcrry  essence,  hemlock 
oil,  fir  oil,  spruce  oil,  pipsissiwa,  and  others,  }it  his  renownetl 
distillerv.  Mr.  Whiteman  savs  Ellsworth  and  Woodstock  will 
soon  lie  grand  plm*>iM  to  make  spnnu)  oil,  for  (li«*  l.-i/.y  fanncrK  of 
tliose  towns  are  letting  their  farms  all  grow  up  to  spnice  buslies. 
Once  Dr.  David  C.  French  had  a  lai^  fir  oil  mauufuctory  on  the 
East-parte  road  near  where  old  Mc(-arter  was  not  mnnlered. 

jblacksmiihinff,  —  The  following  jiersons:  Joseph  Kinilmll, 
Samuel  Knight,  Samuel  Oilman,  Joseph  Itolliiis,  Stephen  White- 
man,  (lie  served  bcven  years  to  learn  the  trade,)  Deacon  Peter 
Stevens,  on  Hcd-oak  hill,  David  (/olhy,  Enoch  U.  AVeeks,  Moses 
II.  Clement,**  Jnnics  ('lenient,  Joseph  ( 'lenient, Otyoi-ge  UIiIh^v,  at 

*  lloburt  Wy.'itt  once  got  iiiml  at  Mo8€;i  KlUwortli  aii«l  clia^MMl  liiiu  all  niuud 
Joseph  Merriirs  l>ai'-r<H»iii  trying  to  ki«'k  liim:  but  lloae:*  w.-iit  too  tfpr}'  Tor  hiiii  auti 
kept  out  of  the  way.  Iloth  were  *'  bahny."  The  uext  day  Kll'twoith  wun  '*  tight  " 
and  went  into  the  potabh  to  whip  Wyatt.  lie  "hit  him  once,"  when  Wyatt,  who 
waM  a  v«>i\  htron;;  man,  M'i/cd  "  FurtyhHtt "  hy  the  nape  of  t!ic  nei-k  and  the 
MMil  orthf  lirt'echeri  and  <hi<'k<>«l  him  in  a  lye  tub.  *'  You  art*  wetting  me,^*  ^un;;  out 
Ellsworth.  "Then  I'll  dr>  ye,"  naid  Wyatt;  and  he  held  him  at  arni«  length  be- 
fore the  lire.  •'  You  ni\'.  Iinruing  nu*,"  .nrivamiMl  '  Forty  foot  "  "Then  I'll  eind  ye," 
hai<l  Wyalt,  ami  he  Hun<«(*d  him  in  Ihf  lyt*  Inb  a;;ain  .lu^l  Iht-n  MMUt'lKidy  eauie  in 
anti  i^topptMl  the  ph*ar>ant  Inn,  mneh  ti>  the  di.'«gnr>t  of  both  partief«. 

t  Van  W)alt  wont  to  a  revival  one  «'vening  aller  having  collci-ird  ashostall  <lay  . 
lie  WAH  .xlcepy.  Oncui  the  nnni«ter>  apprn:irhi'ii  ami  nr^knl  him  if  he  >«ao  hntking 
for  religion  \'anne»:i  raided  hi»  i-ye^  meekly  and  replied  in  the  nio^t  h«M.e>t  i.iau- 
ner  imaginable,  "  \t»  Mr,  I  am  looking  for  aalie^i."  The  mini>ter  laughetl  in  »pite  or 
himM'ir,  ami  parsed  ahmg. 

I  They  made  a  kiln  ol  brirk  in  1^)1,  near  Aaron  Welch's  on  I'ine  bill  r«»ad. 

**  Lemuel  Kee/er  once  agreed  to  pay  Col.  Mo^ed  II.  ('lenient  in  mutton  fur 
bliH'kMnitiiing  C)ne  morning  the  roboiel  I'lMind  two  «heep  tied  in  the  >lMip,  one 
very  fat  and  the  other  awful  poor.  (.'ol.  Clemeni,  (he  next  time  he  ^aw  Keezer, 
u-^ked  him  what  he  meant  by  such  work.  Keener  said  that  Mime  of  the  black.<uiith- 
ing  wa»  good,  but  aunie  mighty  pour,  and  the  bati  mutton  wad  for  (hat. 
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tlic  Kiifst^pm-to,  Tfjizcn  Libhoy,  Walicr  Libhcy,  Morcp  Abbott,  TTa- 
7.v,\\  AbboM.  Paul  Wbilr.,  (Joorjrn  \Y,  .larkHoii,  Mosr.8  VV.  JNIlsbuiy, 
Einoi*s(>ii  nilsbury,  Aiison  Pillsbury;  James  IJaiTinmii,  and  othnra 
]iavc  made  boi*8c  Rhoes,  axes,  boeB,  and  nails,  and  shod  oxen  and 
horses,  and  ironed  waj^ons,  sleighs  and  sleds. 

Shoeinakers, — In  later  times  George  W.  Jackson,  Jarod  8. 
Blod^rott,  John  Morrill,  8on  of  ('apt.  Daniel,  K/.ra  U.  T/ibbey,  Wil- 
liam W(M*ks,  KiioH  llnr.kinH,  NalliiinicI  LiblM^v,  OoUn'idge  Marston, 
have  worked  \\\  making  shoes  and  boots.    Tjong  ago  Caleb  Noyos, 
(Noyes  bridge  was  so  called  ibr  him)  Joseph  Patch,  Benjamin 
Brown,  Frederick  Brown,  Tristram  Brown,  John  Abbott,  Chase 
Whitcher,  and  Luther  («ove,  nuide  boot«  and  shoes  and  mended 
the  same  for  our  ancestors.    These  good  men,  knighU  of  St.  (Cris- 
pin, often  wenl  nlM>nt  (he  town  "  whipping  Ihe  cat,"  as  it  was 
ciiUed.    'IMie  farmer  with  his  ox  cart  would  go  for  the   shoemaker, 
load  in  his  bench,  lasU,  leather,  and  all  the  rest  of  liis  **  kit,  "  and 
drive  him  jolting  home.    A  gallon  of  rum  generally  went  with 
him.    Old  men  tell  ns  how  in  one  corner  of  the  room  the  shoe- 
maker sat,  in  a  i*ed  flannel  shirt  and  a  leather  apron,  at  work  on 
the  kit  mending  and  making  shoes.    AVith  what  long  and  patient 
vibration  and  (Mpiipoise  lit^  draws  the  Ihreads  nnd  interludes  his 
hannner  strokes  upon  Icallier  and  lap-stone  and  pegs,  with  snatches 
of  Koiigs^  biin((*r,  and  laughter.     The  m^xt  farnn^r  who  wanted  his 
servi(!eK  came  and  carried  him  away,  when  his  job  was  done,  and 
thus  he  "  whipped  the  cat"  all  over  town. 

I'ailoresses, — AVjirren  has  had  many  of  them.  They  used  to 
go  all  about,  just  like  the  shoemakers,  making  clothes  for  the 
farmers  and  their  families.  Tlitty  Smith,  dnnghter  of  Simeon 
Smith,  was  the  first  one.  She  was  an  exrellent  Avorkwoman,  and 
afler  long  years  of  service,  married  a  Mr.  Chirk,  of  Dorchester. 
After  her,  in  order,  anne  Jane  Parkinson,  who  married  Adams 
Preston,  of  Bnid ford;  Nancy  Marsh,  Sally  Barker,  who  married 
Jesse  Kastnnm ;  Nancy  Barker,  who  nnirried  Col.  Isaac  Mernll,  and 
Sarah  Clement,  who  nnirried  (fcorge  Noyes.  There  were  numer- 
ous others,  but  these  are  best  remembered. 

Among  the  minor  manufactures  we  should  not  omit  to  men- 
tion tluH  Kichnrd  Whilvniiin,  somelinu»s  ralliMl  **  Sir  Itichard," 
made  kitchen  chairs;  thiit  Jiwiob  Whitcher  and  George  Libbey 
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made  basketM;  that  Frank  Oiislimau  made  wheUtonea  and  '*  Mcytke 
rifles;**  that  A.  Ij.  Niiycs  in.ulo  jeioeln/:  lluit  J.  M.  S|mnldin«f  and 
John  (/.  Shichiir  nnulo  ftnnicxKut;  Ihut  AnitH  (/lunionl,  J.  M.  Wil- 
liams, Morrill  J.  SaiilH>rn,  anil  nnnicnnis  olhcni  made  m>/7  cottl; 
tliat  Unci  Bcla  Clifford  made  rake*;  that  liazcn  Kimball,  Cliarles 
Chandler,  James  M.  Ilartwell,  Damon  Y.  Eastman,  Addison  W. 
Elastman,  Joseph  M.  Little,  and  Henry  N.  Merrill  made  carriages 
and  Meiyht;  that  Amos  V,  Clongh  was  a  photographer^*  and  Clias. 
A.  Fbke,  a  paiiUer;  and  boUi  made  beantiful  pictures.  Mr.  Fiske 
C4une  to  Warren  ahont  1^:1,  and  afliTwaiils  bnilt  *^(«reen  l^aiie 
Studio,"  with  a  front  |)ond  by  it,  the  pleaMint  i>ine  woods  near, 
where  tlie  ^Vsquamchumauke  bends  away  to  the  £ast-parte. 

If  tlie  making  of  maple  sugar  is  a  manufacture,  then  certainly 
it  is  tlie  sweetest  and  lai^cst,  and  more  profitable  tlian  all  the  rest, 
and  every  fanner  in  town  is  or  ought  to  be  engaged  in  It  as  we 
have  before  nienlioneil.  Don't!  don't  cut  down  the  hUgar  places. 
Wan'cn  has  done  a  gi-eatdeal  more  tlian  tJieavenige  of  country 
towns  in  manufacturing.,  ami  could  the  i^oscrvoirs  we  liave  men- 
tioned be  built,  and  tlie  surplus  water  of  Berry  brook  and  tlic 
Oliverian  be  carried  down  into  them,  as  could  easily  be  done  by  a 
skillful  engineer,  a  large  manufacturing  vilhige  could  be  built  up. 
Two  good  mill  privileges  ou  the  Blue  ridge,  the  Joseph  Merrill 
|>ond,  the  fall  at  tlie  depot,  the  Stevens  l^fciTill  pond,  the  fall  at 
tlie  mouth  of  the  Mika^eota,  and  the  old  dcc[>-hole  fall  would  fur- 
nish a  ^el'ies  of  mill  sites,  such  as  few  towns  i>os&ess,  and  water 
enough  the  year  round. 

Pi'ogi'ess  in  maunfacturiiig  has  made  mighty  changes  in  War- 
ren during  its  lii*st  century,  as  well  as  everywhcrc  else.  No  more 
do  we  have  the  rude  ciunp  and  log  cabin,  except  in  the  Frciich 
settlements,  stone  chiuiucy  and  Dutch  oven  outride,  and  ill  litting 
windows  thn»n«(li  wliirh  the  wintry  winds  conic  whistling;  but 
our  modern  house  is  a  snug  and  silken  ncsl  of  driiglil,  rising  in 
some  lovely  spot  light  and  airy,  with  heavy  carpets^  rich  curtains, 
and  elegant  beds.  The  rude  tashioii  of  farnitui*c  and  vessels  for 
the  table,  pewter  ware,  wooden  knives,  forks,  and  8iK>ons,  and 
ii^ggii^s>  and  the  ruile  htylc  of  cooking,  bean  |>orridge  hot  and 


*  ChuiicbF.  Hrucey  waa  ulao  u  piiulu{^r:i|ilicr  iu  Wurreu. 


BUNOU  MANIIFACTUUE8.  506 

the  East-partc,  llazen  Libboy,  Walter  Libbcy,  Moses  Abbott,  TTa- 
zcii  Abbott.  Paul  Wliito,  (Jeorge  W.  Jackson,  Moses  >V.  J^lllsbury, 
Eiiiersoii  lUllsbury,  Anson  IMHsbtiry,  tlauies  Jlai'rinian,and  otliera 
have  made  horse  shoes,  axes,  hoes,  and  nails,  and  shod  oxen  and 
horses,  and  ironed  wagons,  sleiglis  and  sleds. 

Shoemakers. — In   later  times  George  W.  Jackson,  Jai*cd  S. 
Blod«rett,  John  Merrill,  son  of  (^apt.  Daniel,  Kzra  B.  T/ibbey,  AVil- 
liani  Wreks,  KnoM  llnckins,  Nathaniel  liibbey,  (!ole ridge  Marston, 
have  worked  at  making  shoes  and  boots.     Ijong  ago  (Jaleb  Noyes, 
(  Noyes  bridge  was  so  eallod    lor  him)  •I(»sep1i   Pateh,  Htuijamin 
Brown,  Frederick  Brown,  Tristram  Brown,  John  Abbott,  Chase 
Whitcher,  and  Lnther  Gove,  made  boots  and  shoes  and  mended 
the  same  for  onr  ancestoi*s.    These  good  men,  knights  of  St.  Cris- 
pin, often  went  about  the  t4)wn  **  whipping  the  ejit,"  as  it  was 
called.    The  farmer  with  his  ox  cart  wonid  go  for  the   shoemaker, 
load  in  his  bench,  hu<«ts,  leather,  and  all  the  rest  ('f  his  **  kit,  "  and 
drive  him  jolting  home.    A  gallon  of  rum  generally  went  with 
him.    Old  men  tell  us  how  in  one  corner  of  the  room  the  shoe- 
maker sat,  in  a  i*ed  flannel  shirt  and  a  leather  npron,  at  work  on 
the  kit  mending  and  making  shoes.     With  what  long  and  patient 
vibration  and  equipoise  he  draws  the  threads  juid  interludes  his 
hamuK^r  strokes  upon  leather  and  Inp-stoneantl  pegs,  with  snatches 
of  songs,  banter,  and  laughter.    The  next  farmer  who  wanted  his 
services  raiue  and  carried  him  away,  when  his  jol>  was  done,  uud 
thus  he  "  whipped  the  cat"  all  over  town. 

Tailoresses, — AVari*en  has  had  many  of  them.  They  used  to 
go  all  about,  just  like  the  shoemnkers,  making  clothes  for  tho 
farmers  and  their  families.  Ilitty  »Smith,  daughter  of  Simeon 
Smith,  was  the  tlrst  one.  *^lie  wns  :in  excellent  workwoman,  and 
alter  long  years  of  service,  msirried  a  Mr.  (Mark,  of  Dorchester. 
.  Alter  her.  in  order,  came  Jane  I'arkinson,  who  married  Adams 
IVeston.  of  Bnulford;  Nant^v  Marsh,  Snily  Barker,  who  married 
Jesse  Kastman ;  Nancy  Barker,  who  married  Col.  Isajic  Merrill,  and 
Sai*ah  Clement,  who  married  George  Noyes.  Theiv  weix»  numer- 
ous others,  hut  these  lire  Im'sI   remembered. 

Among  the  minor  manufactures  we  should  not  onnt  to  men- 
tion that  Ivichard  Whileman,  sometimes  called  '^Sir  llichard," 
made  kitchen  cliairs;  that  Jacob  Whitcher  and  George  Libbey 
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raado  baskets;  tlint  Frank  Oiislimau  mado  whetstones  and  '"  scythe 
rijUs;*^  thai  A.  L.  Noyos  mado  jeioelry;  Miat  J.  M.  Spaiildiug  and 
John  C.  Sinclair  made  harticsses^  tliat  Amos  Clement,  J.  M.  Wil- 
liams, l^forrill  «T.  Sanborn,  and  innncrous  t>(hor8  nnide  soft  cotil; 
that  Uuei  Bela  Clilloixl  made!  rakes;  (hat  llazen  Kimball,  CMiarlcs 
Chandler,  James  M.  Ilartwcll,  Damon  Y.  Elastman,  Addison  W. 
Eastman,  Joseph  M.  Little,  and  Henry  N.  Meriill  mado  carriages 
and  sleighs;  that  Amos  F.Clough  was  a  photographer  *  and  Cbas. 
A.  Fiske,  a  painter;  and  both  made  beanlifnl  pictures.  Mr.  Fisko 
c:uni!  li)  Warrrn  abont  IHU:),  and  alliM-wards  bnilt  *Mii*cen  liSiiio 
SUidio,"  Willi  a  (rout  piiiid  by  il,  the  |deasant  pine  winhIs  iitMir, 
whei*o  the  Asqnainchnnianke  bends  away  to  the  East-parte. 

If  the  makin«^  of  maple  sug^ar  is  a  mannfa'cturc,  then  certainly 
it  is  the  sweetest  and  largest,  and  more  proAtable  than  all  the  i-cst, 
and  every  rariner  in  town  is  or  onght  to  bo  en<f.i<^cd  in  it  as  we 
have  before  mentioned.     DoiiHl  don't  cnt  down  tlio  siigiir  phirxis. 

Warroii  luis  done  a  <!:i*eatdeal  iiioro  than  the  average  of  country 
towns  ill  mannfaclnriiig,  and  could  the  i*eservoirs  we  have  men- 
tioned be  bnilt,  and  the  surplus  water  of  Berry  brook  and  the 
Oliverian  be  carried  down  into  them,  as  could  easily  be  done  by  a 
skillful  engineer,  a  large  manufacturing  village  could  bo  built  up. 
Two  good  mill  privileges  on  the  Blue  ridge,  the  Jos<;ph  Alerrill 
pond,  the  fall  at  the  depot,  the  Stevens  Morrill  pond,  the  fall  at 
the  month  of  the  Mikiuncota,  and  the  old  deeiHliole  tall  would  fur- 
nish a  series  of  mill  sites,  such  as  few  towns  possess,  and  water 
enough  Uic  year  round. 

Pi*ogress  in  manufacturing  has  mado  mighty  changes  in  War- 
ren during  its  tirst  century,  as  well  as  everywhei*e  else.  No  more 
do  we  have  the  rude  camp  and  log  cabin,  except  in  the  French 
settlements,  stone  rhiinney  and  Dutch  oven  outi»ide,  and  ill  lltting 
windows  through  which  the  wintry  winds  come  whistling;  but 
our  niodeni  liou>c  is  :i  niiug  and  ^ilkni  ni*st  of  delight,  ri>iiig  in 
some  lovely  spot  ligiit  and  airy,  with  heavy  carpets,  rich  curtains, 
and  elegant  beds.  The  rude  fasiiion  of  furniture  and  vessels  for 
the  table,  pewter  ware,  wooden  knives,  forks,  and  spoons,  and 
noggins,  and  the  rude  btyle  of  cooking,  bean   porridge  hot  and 


•  ChurleaF.  Hracey  was  also  a  pliotuj^i-apliei'  iu  Warrcu. 
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colli,  liJiR  (lci>:ir(c(1.  Now  W(»  Jmvc  u  superior  *^Viw,c  in  Ousliioii  of 
fiiniilnro  and  all  lionsoliohl  utensils, — silvei*  and  ^old,  hnisR  and 
sleel,  |)ore,(;lain  and  ^lasH,  wrou;j:lil.  into  beautiful  shapes,  and  for 
(he  luoniing  meal  China  and  (h<;  Indies  send  their  euHee,  tea,  sugar, 
cliocolute,  and  preserved  fruits;  the  West  its  iluur,  aud  our  owu 
farms  an  abundance  of  rural  dainties. 

No  longer  do  we  have  a  dearth  of  books  and  pictures,  with  a 
life  of  story  telling  around  the  hearth,  little  intercourse  with  the 
outer  world,  roads  almost  inipsissable,  and  hunting  and  ciu'ousing 
for  the  chief  pleasures  ami  auiuscments;  but  to-day  on  our  tiibles 
arc  daily  papers  frtnn  Boston  and  New  York,  bringing  news  from 
the  whole  world.  Thei*e  is  uothing  going  on  in  (he  ljegislatui*e, 
in  Congress,  in  the  courts  of  law,  in  public  meetings,  religious, 
political,  or  musical,  in  any  town  in  the  country ;  no  birth,  mar- 
riage, death,  or  any  occurrence  of  importance ;  uothing  in  the  mer- 
cantile, the  literary,  or  the  scientific  world,  but  they  are  all  laid 
bf^lbre  us.  We  sit  in  (lie  mhUf  of  our  woods  and  groves  in  the 
quietness  of  the  country,  a  hundred  miles  from  the  capital,  and  arc 
OS  well  acquainted  with  the  movemcuta  and  iucidcuts  of  society 
as  though  we  were  almost  omnipresent. 

So  much  for  the  advaucemeut  of  oue  century.  Will  the  next 
show  as  much? 
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Thus  the  war  went  on  past  1863,  the  year  Warren  was  one 
linndrcil  yoai-s  oI<1y  and  ended  in  April,  1805;  a  little  inoro  than 
four  ytuirs  I'l-oin  iU  r^unintMicenieiit.  Kvory  iNNly  n^joii^txl  when 
the  war  wti.^  over,  and  every  l>en  in  the  whole  Nodli  nui^n  jnhi> 
lee  when  |M;iu*e  came. 

Some  of  Wuri-cifs  sons  behaved  with  innch  gallantry  and 
gained  credit  on  the  battlefield.  Others  did  not  do  so  well.  Their 
names  and  thoii*  rccoiils  are  all  tnithfully  preserved  in  the  Adjn- 
tant  Genei'aPs  Uc|K)rt.    Gen.  Natt  Head*  did  his  work  well, ''  and 


Fourth  IteifiMeut .—  TtPflJtk  Keyimeut  »— 

Oliver  K.  Counter.  it^^^  V.*  IV^^^  „ 

Joseph  llaituiuii.  >*"p"  i  .^*i"*yj~*"*^'  "^  FiUmouth. 

JoliuKelitK-,-«lcflcrteil.  »^T*    fr/*     u  .•.  ^    *  .w    w  ^i 

Michael  Kii,V.-4le«erted.  Renben  GjUe.-killed  at  the  twttto  of 
Duiiicl  Sayci^.  ClinnceHurovillc.  V«..  May  S,  ISO. 

liuiiry  C  S«*uU  Ilomce  W.  l»loaiM>a. 

^  Jonathan  K.  Kcinea,— ilied  at  Wash- 

Btnh  f*Ar«^M^Mi. ington,  D.  C,  Jan.  24, 18B4. 

AInhouzo  itroclint,— wounded  Apr.  7,         tJoorjceW.  Merrill,  luutfician. 

iMVi  •laiuoM  In.  ^t>ye8,'^wonu(ie4i  Jiay  s, 

John  <;.Hl,raii.  *»*«J    l"?,"'     m    .-7*'    wouiid«a 

CUaji.  W .  c;«.wou,— i»rouiole«l  to  »enrt.         ,  r*^""'.'/  "">'  J/'  "t'V  ,  _         , 

iU>ril  1    I8i5  Lieut.  Charlotf  II.  Sheldon,— wouml- 

Edwinl  Jo.ies,-de»crto*l.  »»  ^  a?®w'u'*"'  ***'^  ""^  woimda, 

Perkins  II .  Molt,— promoted  to  eorp.  •'"°®  *'»  **^'*- 

then  detici-tctl.  k«..»#^„#*  »^«™#^_; 

John  McCartrr.  Fourtrtutk  neyiment:- 

Antoni  Rubba,— 4le«erte«l.  Fernando  llobbs,— <1iod  May  17,  IBU, 

neiijumiu  Varney,- wounded  April        John  8.  Variicy,— wouudeil  Sept.  18, 

7,  lAi5.  '*^- 

Kirlianl    Varuoy,  — «lio«l    in    I8R4    of 

woimmIh  rt'i'i'ivcd  at  Wiiirliciiter,  Va. 

Sixth  Hajiimut  —  Kilhwl  Ui.ic. 

Andrew  Ballmau,— wounded  May  13,  Firirruth  Itetjimcnt;^ 

IMfil.  John  Kinib.ill,— 4lio«l  May  28,  ISGS. 

CharlctfM.  Hodraer,— derterte<i.  Jolin  Wigj^iii. 

TItomaH  J«nu!H, — desertcil. 

Kdw.  Nerii.-uoiUHled  June  22,  18<U.  Firat  liegiment  X.  11.  Curtilry^— 
Edward  Sali..kt.,-de*.ertejl.  Edward  I.  Uobie. 

John  .^auiwlcia, — ilet»eitcd. 

John  Smith.  First  UegimetU  lleary  Artillery  :— 

JoHCuh  Tailu'll,— wouu«lod  June  28,  •'     ,  '  " 

])«;i,  IxHHianl  folluirn. 

Samuel   WiUuii,— w.Minde<i    May    12,         Kdwhi  Eilhhl 

iwJLdif.lui  \v..imdH  Juno  21,  Ih;|.         <*^'"  "    IrriHh,  rorponil 

I'mrtor  K    llarriH. 
Iloury  T.  I.alham,  corporal. 
SeottUh  neyiment:—  (ie«»rKC  M.  Little. 

.    Henry  1>.  NHyes. 
Saniuel  Allen,— «lesertod.  Darius  O.  Swain,  wounded. 

Dr.  John  K.  Willey. 

•  Gen.  Nalt  Head  is  the  ^andson  of  Nathaniel  Hend,  of  Hooksett,  who  \ra8  a 
captain  in  the  UevDiiitioii.  He  waii  Adjutant  (leneral  diirin;;  the  whole  war,  and 
had  ^eat  pride  ill  New  Hampshire  rtoldiers,  and  did  iinTe  than  any  other  man  to 
preM!rve  their  rrrttril.  'IMiruu^li  hi:i  efTorts  we  are  ahht  l«>  ;;ivc  so  e.ouipletv  n  li»t  uf 
the  H«)ldierr>  lioiii  Warren. 


^«<^^_ 
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pity  'Hr  "  that  onr  aiiciiRtorfi,  soldici-R  of  tlio  revolution,  could  not 
hsivc  had  Ihc  memory  of  their  deeds  as  well  preserved.  Warren 
can  be  proud  of  her  sons. 

As  one  of  the  results  of  the  war  onr  town  is  staggering  under 
the  burden  of  an  enormous  debt;  and  (ho  millions  owed  by  the 
Shite  and  the  nation  make  taxes  hijjh,  and  the  ])oor  U)  be 
oppressed.  The  bondholders  are  now  in  (h«^  hey-day  of  their 
glory. 

One  of  the  grand  things  that  happened  while  tlie  war  was 
going  on  was  the  telegraph  put  up  in  Warren  in  1862.  Arthur 
Knapp  erected  the  poles  from  Ply  mouth  to  [jiltleton.  The  opera- 
tor first  had  his  office  in  W.  S.  Doggett's  store,  and  then  in  Jewett 
&,  Eaton's,  at  the  railroad  crossing. 

About  tliis  time,  although  not  exactly  in  chronological  order, 
happened  a  great  boundary  fend,  like  those  of  ancient  time,  be- 
tween onr  (lounshing  democracy  and  oM  Peeling,  now  called 
AVoodstock.  It  occurred  in  the  select menship  of  Jesse  Little,  Ira 
M.  AV>eks,  and  David  Smith.  The  preceding  year,  and  in  fact  for 
several  successive  years  before,  the  dwellers  in  the  Kawt-parto 
regions  would  see  the  smoke  of  strange  (ires  curling  ont  of  the 
woods  on  Alts.  Kineo,  Cnshman,  and  Walernoniee;  but  no  one 
could  tell  what  thrv  were.  S<nne  said  tliev  were  tlshermen,  some 
that  l.li(\v  w(*re  d(M*r  slalkiM's;  and  others  that  tlM*y  were  dianioiMl 
huntei*s  <'4imping  there;  bnt  this  year  it  cjune  out  that  they  were 
parties  of  land  surveyora  fi-om  AVoodstock. 

Soon  the  selectmen  got  a  notice  that  a  hearing  would  be  had 
at  the  Moosilauke  House.  It  came  off  in  the  summer,  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Warren  then  learned  what  WoodsliM'k  claimed.  \\y  its 
charter,  W(»odstoek  was  grantj'd  as  nearly  a  sipiare  township,  cut- 


Thc  fcllowing  |>ei*fiou8  from  Wnrrcn  Bcrved  in  rcgiiiinits  out  of  this  State,  fu 
some  cai»:M*.lt\  :— 


Cji|»t.  DimUcv  C.  Uixhy. 
AitHfMi  riijiiullcr. 
C-niiiiiio(ior(>  ClifTonl. 
\iv\-.  A  <  it  I  i soil  W.  KuHtmnii. 
Kl:irhii  \'    I  jhltry. 
tloN<*|i||  NnxoH. 
l>rl:iiio  ^u•^«•oU. 
C'linrlcM  Mnrlll. 
Allu'  W.  Morrin. 

ll:(/ri)  Ln)l)cy. 
Newell  8.  Martin. 


Andrew  .lark son. 

MtM-HIl  8.  Liinil,— (licilln  tlir  nnny. 

Harvey    Kjiimch, — <Uotl  Intlio  anny,- 

lirouVlit  l<*  Warren  fur  Inirinl. 
TlionniH  Milcrt. 
I'hnileHN   Ilnnie. 
(ietnpe  K.  Swain. 
Daniel  Frenrli,— «lleil  In  the  amiy,- 

lironKlit  lo  Warren  for  burial. 
(.'li.'iileH  Y.  nrarey. 
John  T.  IJailry. 
Thoinns  J.  Clifford. 
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ting  a  sqnare  of  about  six  hnndi-cd  acres  ont  of  the  north  east 
corner  of  Warren.  Our  doniticnicy  was  charlered  hi  tlir  Kamc 
manner,  nearly  8<]nai-e,  and  (;utlin«|^  about  llie  tcinic  amount  of 
hind  ont  of  the  sonih  wi^t  irorniT  of  WoiNlsUntk.  WariiMi  was 
chartered  tirst,  but  WtMxlstock  had  lier  cliaiier  on  record  lh>t,  and 
hence  the  contmver^y  —  which  town  shouhl  own  tktt  six  hundred 
acres  of  land. 

Woodstock*8  scloc.tmcn,  agt^nt8y  and  surveyors  who  hiul  built 
I  lie  8tnin<^!  i'4iiii|»-nri*s  in  tlio  woods,  and  iiileiv.stiMl  r.ilixeiis,  came 
oviT  the  low  \KitiA  b('lw«H*ii  Watrnionu^e  and  Ml.  ( -iishman,  (o  I  hat 
meeting;  and  our  ii(*lectineny  (k>l.  Isaac  Merrill,  Dr.  David  C. 
French,  and  other  citizens,  met  them  at  the  village  hotel.  Tliey 
had  a  long  good  natured  talk  which  amounted  to  nothing  only  tliat 
each  [mrty  got  considerably  enlightened  about  the  history  of  town 
chartcirs,  and  all  won*  Hrinly  c,onviiic<Ml  that  tlioy  had  got  U)  go  to 
<MMirt  to  sellle  llie  iiiaHcr.  Thru  \ViHMlst(N*.kV  uni(-4!i*r(,  survey «»r8, 
and  cilizeiiH  went  home  by  Ihe  roiile  lliey  e4iiiie. 

At  a  town  meernig  held  NovemU^r  7,  Ihe  n*|>n^M*iilalive  of 
Warren  to  the  I^gislatui'e  was  instructed  to  procure  a  copy  of 
tlie  charter  of  Peeling,  now  WtKHlstock,  and  at  the  fail  term  of 
court  at  Plymouth,  afler  an  <*x(eiideii  lieanng,  a  commission  con- 
sisting of  David  C.  (Iinrehill,  of  liyine,  and  Nathaniel  S.  lUirry,  of 
Hebron,  the  side  Jnd^^es,  was  appointed  to  invcstigsite  the  whole 
matter.* 

The  eonnnittce  came  to  Warren  and  looked  at  the  line,  exam- 
ine<l  the  charters,  lo(»ke«l  over  the  •'doings*'  of  the  ohl  court's 
commitlce,  and  liiially  came  to  the  coiichision  that  as  the  lA^gishi- 
ture  ill  178 1  had  established  l»y  an  act  for  that  purpose  the  boun- 
dary lines  (»r  Warren  and  ihc  t(»\vNs  around  it,  those  boundary 
lines  must  Hiand;  and  llitt  ca>c  was  decided  in  favor  (»r  Warivn. 
The  CM»urt  alllnned  the  report  of  the  comniisHiomM*s,  aiul  Isaac 
8awt4;lle  w:is  (U'dcrcd  t(»  ii'-niark  IIh^  (»ld  line  lH*tween  our  two 
towns,  jiutting  ou  every  bla/.cd  sjuit  ot'  the  tive.>  the  cn>ss  mark 
of  the  court'^  committee,  that  the  boundary  might  never  more 
be  forgotten.     Thus  Warix'u's  last  boundary  (piestion  was  scttletl. 

Had  Woodstock  prevail«-d,  all  that  secli«)n  of  the  Eiist-parte 
regions  known  as  the  nuicrnttiunj  togelh(»r  with  a  part  of  the  last 

•  Cul.  l<«aar  Mcrriira  ^Uitciiiciil. 
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farm  up  tlio  luountAin  road  to  Moosehillock,  on  the  woflt  side  of 
(he  AMqiiiundiiiiiiaiiko,  now  owned  by  Natlumiol  Merrill,  2d,  would 
luive  been  lost  to  Wari*en,  and  many  of  the  inhabitants  compelled 
to  go  over  the  mountain  on  the  surveyorfl'  patli  to  Woodstock  to  do 
town  business. 

When  the  temp>erance  reform  sprang  up  in  the  country,  of 
(*x>ui*80  it  came  to  Warren.  It  was  conducive  of  great  good,  and 
appcah^d  io  Mie  undcrsUnding  an<l  moral  natnrc.  They  had  a 
great  many  lem[)cran<re  meetings  in  iAnvw ;  but  llie  one  best  remem- 
bered was  held  about  the  close  of  Warren V  iirst  century,  by  Al- 
fred Dustin,  paint43r.  William  Weeks,  shoemaker,  presided,  and 
he  had  a  great  bulls-eye  watch  and  copper  chain  attached  to  tune 
the  speaker.  James  Clement  and  Fnincis  A.  Onshman  were  dea- 
cons, and  sat  by  the  speaker's  stand.  Uncle  JCbenezer  Cushumn 
and  Aunt  Eben,  his  wife,  were  present.  Cotf^ui  Foot  was  tliere 
also,  and  he  furnished  applause  with  his  drell  and  magical  laugh. 

Ml*.  Dustin  made  a  good  speech,  full  of  fun,  pathos,  and  elo- 
(piencx);  but  as  there  was  no  short  hand  re])ort<M*  present  little  of  it 
is  remembered,  lie  commenced  by  Faying  that  the  terrible  effect 
of  drinking  intoxicating  liquors  could  be  seen  in  his  own  case. 
That  he  wuh  a  living  example  of  the  niin  rum  conid  make.  Then 
he  showrd  that  in  rnniHlrinking  nearly  all  Ihe  \  icr.s  and  crimes  of 
Hociefy  originalx^d;  that  it  filled  iho.  pDor-lionses,  work-houses,  jails, 
prisons,  and  Inniishod  viriims  \hr  (hi*  <;:illows.  I  )isp(*nse  with  rum- 
drinking  and  crime  would  be  banisluHl.  Uum-diinking,  said  Mr. 
Dustin,  is  the  meanest  business  on  earlh;  and  the  man  or  woman, 
the  boy  or  girl,  who  engages  in  it,  might  as  well  be  damned, —  is 
damned  now  and  eternally. 

I{nm-selling,  snid  he,  is  a  hellish,  damnable  Iniflir.  Tjaw  don't 
s(4ip  it.  Itisatniflic  that  gets  the  orphans' and  widows'  curse, 
and  the  deeimst  execrations  of  the  wife;  and  mother.  Devils  laugh 
and  gloat  over  it,  and  hell  yawns  for  the  men  who  engage  in  it. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Dustin's  address,  Mr.  Weeks,  the 
chainuan,  said  |ie  was  fully  convinced,  ami  that  he  should  not 
make  a  swill-iid)  of  his  bowels  any  longer.  Said  TSlr.  Weeks, 
*Miod  lu^lp  <Ih!  poor  rnm-drinkrri  The  Devil  will  get  the  rum- 
seller,  for  he  ronunils  a  daKJanlly  c.rime  with  his  eyes  wide  open." 

G* 
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P<Kir  uieu  I  They  talked  well ;  hnt  like  i>  frnuil  mn 
puopla  tbuy  could  uol  praclltw  wluU  tlioy  prcMrJHn). 

Wo  tvniuiiiWr  well  litiw  alH>iit  IliU  tiiiii!  fiwr  \m 
Ik'iiJ.  K.  I.IUlu,  Amiw  K.  I'lou^'lt,  .Iimi<|iIi  Nikix,  »t»l 
wont  over  MtiHtilCiirr  to  Cleu  |H»uiU  lUlthi;;.  <>«  lliulr 
poMiod  Uiroiigli  VoK-gitivv  inmtlaw  mid  cauio  to  llie  most 
pouil  llrst.  Stttinlitig  ou  tlio  wtwleni  diore,  it  appntra  i 
the  fonn  of  tJio  lotlor  tj,  very  (loc|>  In  llie  inMdIe,  And  gnu 
bcacliPK,  M'ilh  aomo  large  ^oiiea  ri^'iiig  ont  of  tho  water  li; 
let,  Ki)utli,  oiMvfitnrlli  nf  »  mile,  U|miu)I  iiiiutlier  two,  lli 
uloiiutiM  wi<li!,vvry  i^tniil.iimlcuiiliiiiiittgiilMtHl  Icinu-n'-* 
of  lliiit  hnir  n  intbi  i»  tlie  tliinl  ]miii<I,  n1nu»l  rlrrtilar,  v 
null  hImiiI  linlf  m  Inrgc  n>  thr.  futx-itA. 

'n».  lilllu  ]Mirty  liitilt  lltcir  cainti  on  tlie  north  sIm 
inidille  vtMar  wlwro  tlwi  furMt  wm  tliuk  And  tombro.  slu 
ttx  it  liM  *ii>o<t  for  renlnrii-H.  TIm  vnlley  nf  (lie  (hiihU  In  li 
iKtnoKlioc  Uoiti;  llinK' l»l1y  nioitiilniiia  »ii  U>c  eii»l,  i 
WMt,  while  tn  llm  8011II1  iin  exloiuhHt  vinta  ovnr  lliu  wim 
inliuUotI  liy  Ml.  SUiiiMtn.  It  In  fuur  Hillun  IWhii  iIm  |K>ml 
the  W'kkI-  over  tlra  moiiuiuln  to  Warron,  and  nirtber  Ibi 
n  farmer'*  liiinne  in  IW.  undent  land  of  TnxolMck.  V 
CAin|t  uiir  party  aaw  mi  ■■.Icuiing,  110  liiml>crn)aii't  hnhl 
gijn  «r  riviti/jilioii,  «<■  u\«ii-  ilitui  when  liniidroils  of  yi- 

beon  found  among  Uic  pt'liblos  of  the  beach) ;  or  wbeu  i 
century  John  Pago  aiul  .Snrrcyor  Lcavitt  i«u  the  flr«t  I 
Uie  township;  or  Hr.  Oiirr  stood  llstoning  to  the  rain  pa 
the  water  and  Kke  a  PrciuJiman  dined  on  froga;  or  a 
banters  from  Warren  cnnuicd  the  ice  and  then  went  altei 
tbo  great  yard  over  and  amund  BlacL  hill.  Hie  same  g 
minablo  wood  was  seen,  and  tho  same  sonuda  wore  I 
MoHca  Abbott  Ihe  fiit  ninit  and  Cnpt.  KlarKton  saw  and  li 
tlH^v  i>Io|i|nhI  iM-n-wiH'kH  lit  H  liniK,  niHJ  liviil  i>n  IIh^ 
eauglit  rnnn  IJicsc  [KindN. 

A  bright  Are  was  biiill,  then  two  of  the  party  wout 
flshing.  Tho  other  two  tuil  on  a  log  and  watclieil  and  III 
tho  son  u  ent  down  an  oojirey  was  seen  flying  over  the 
a  grcnl  hen-hawk  mt  ihi  a  Hinli  liy  the  sliorc.    llicii  III 
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of  kingfishers  and  red  squiri'cls  was  hoard,  and  white  throated 
(inches,  rnbynTowncd  wrens,  goldon-iM'ested  kinglets  and  snow 
birds,  sang  as  the  nicHow  twilight  fmlnd  away.  Snddenly  a  flock 
of  black  ducks  whistled  through  the  tree-tops  and  lighted  down  in 
the  shoal  water  whero  the  rceds  and  lilies  were  growing.  They 
had  come  fi-om  the  little  meadows  at  the  head  of  Moulton  brook, 
where  they  were  hatched,  to  stop  on  the  pond  all  night. 

The  fisliPrnKMi  came  back  on  llicir  raft  at  dark;  ni<»ro  wood 
was  <;ut,  the  lire  wivs  replenished,  and  the  flames  crackled  and 
flashed,  and  shone  through  the  ti-ecs.  One  of  the  party  went  lo 
the  grassy  shore  for  a  drink  of  water.  lie  saw  sometliing  across 
the  pond,  and  he  never  forgot  the  sight  —  three  Avild  deer  were 
standing  on  the  i*ocky  beach.  Tliey  had  come  down  to  the  pond 
to  feed.  JIow  still  they  are — not  a  motion;  and  their  eyes,  how 
they  glisten  as  they  stand  Uiere  almost  spell-bound,  gazing  thi-ough 
the  darkness  at  the  cami>-fii*e  of  the  fishermen. 

Another  in<lividual  used  to  tell  what  a  grand  hand  Amos 
F.  Clough  was  to  keep  the  Are  burning*  all  night  long,  and  how  B. 
K.  Little  nudged  somebody  and  whispered,  "  ifear  them!  hear 
them  I  "  Haifa  dozen  great  owls  attrncied  by  the  blaze  had  gath- 
erod  in  the  hemlocks,  and  weixj  giving  the  grandest  conceit  ever 
listened  (o.  "Mark I  luMir  (hut!*'  he  whispered  ngain.  It  was 
the  long  dniwn  halloo  of  an  old  bear  far  up  the  side  of  Mount 
(/arr.  Hear  itstgain  and  again.  I(  was  enough  (o  make  one*s  hair 
stiiiid  on  end.  Hut  it  is  soon  over  and  the  party  go  to  sleep 
once  more,  listening  to  the  frogs  sino:iiig  in  the  pond,  and  the 
splash  of  the  muskrats  among  the  i*ee<ls. 

nnndi-cds  of  men  have  seen  and  heard  these  same  sights 
and  sounds;  bn(  never  as  yet  has  a  while  w<minii  stood  on  fhe 
shores  of  (Jlen  |M>iids. 

The  (ish  bile  well  in  (he  morning  and  when  the  sun  goes 
down.  What  beauties  they  are!  .Some  of  them  will  weigh  a 
pound.  One  of  those  fat  fellows  with  a  piece  of  i»ork  inside 
cooked  on  a  forked  stick  held  over  the  fire,  is  the  daintiest  moi*sei 
in  the  world.  As  fhe  sun  gets  high,  the  fish  cease  to  bite,  the 
**  tnips  '*  are  packed  up  and  tin*,  party  is  off  over  the  mouulaiit 
home,  having  had  a  pleasant  experieiuM*,  never  (x>  be  forgotUui. 

'riioiisands  of  pounds  of  tmiit  are  c4iiight  out  of  those  UiitHs 
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dark  little  tarns  every  year.  It  is  said  that  pot  fishers  sometimes 
go  there  and  catch  bnsliels  of  trout  with  a  net;  that  they  snare 
hii^o  but  |M>or  lUh  on  the  B]itiwning  bctls,  and  Ihnc  tlic  waters. 
yfo  \io\iQ  that  all  such  ]>cr8on8  may  get  chokctl  to  dcalli  witli  fisli 
lM>ncH. 

Glen  ponds,  it  is  ullcged,  arc  tilling  up,  and  that  the  next  cen- 
tury will  see  tliem  in  the  same  condition  as  Foxglove  meadow  a 
mile  to  the  noilh  of  them.  It  would  be  a  shame  for  such  a  thing*  to 
happen.  There  is  no  s|)Ot  on  caith  wlicre  trout  grow  ftistcr  or  better. 
If  the  tishennen  of  Warren,  Wentwoilh,  Ilomnoy,  and  old  Tre- 
rx)lliirk  would  but  einb  litgetlier  and  build  hIuiH  oartli  daniH  at  tlio 
outlets  of  each,  they  could  l>e  made  six  feet  dcei>cr,  many  acres 
more  of  now  useless  land  would  be  flowed,  and  Glen  ponds  with 
all  their  wildness,  solitude,  and  piscatorial  beauties,  would  last 
forever. 

Wnn'on  people,  like  other  highly  civilian  communities,  have 
always  b4H)n  fund  of  anius4!nH»nts,  more  eH|KM!iaily  of  the  hi«^licr 
order  of  the  dnima.    ^fany  of  her  sons  have  cultivate<l  the  histri- 
oidc  art,  and  arrived  at  a  goiMl  degree  of  |>erfer,t.ioii.    The  first 
exhibition  we  ever  attondcil  was  in  the  old  school  house  at  the 
forks  of  the  turnpike  and  Heech-hill  road.    This  was  followed  by 
a  theatrical  entertainment  at  the  old  meeting  house.    A  stage  was 
crecte<l  about  the  pulpit,  without  sccnciy  and  without  curtains. 
Mr.  Janios  Clement  was  one  of  the  principal  actoi-s,  and  we  i"ecol- 
lect  hini  in  u  single  act  piece,  entitled  ^^  1  think  I  have  been  eating 
Hunthin.''    Jim  had  padded  himself  out  witli  pillows  till  he  liad  a 
belly  lar^^er  than  Jack  Fulstatrs  and  looked  comical  enough.     Col. 
Thos.  tJ.  Wliii»ple  had  been  assigned  the  post  of  honor,  namely: 
a  seat  in  the  pulpit.     As  Jim  proceeded  to  tell  what  he  had  eat  the 
colonel  was  convulsed  with  lau^jfliter,  and  Jim's  slory  and  funny 
look,  togellier  with  Col.  W.  behind  him  sti*etchin<r  his  month  from 
(Mr  to  (;ai%  Willi  his  loud  liaw-haw,  niadtt  u  broad   farce,  and  llio 
whole  iiu'cliiig-lioiise  roared.     The  scent;  pitMlnccd  made  such  a 
strong   impression   upon   the  writer's  mind,  that   although   very 
youujr  Ih!  never  forgot  it. 

The  next  exhibition  was  managed  by  Col.  Isaac  Merrill,  and 
Addison  W.  Eastman  was  one  of  the  star  actoi-s.  Miss  Tamar 
J.  C'lemenl  also  took  a  prominent  part.     We  rcmeml>cr  vci'y  little 


KXIIIUITION8  —  SrKLIJNf.'    8(^II<M>I.S. 

about  it,  only  it,  wjw  considciTd  n  dcriilod  pikm^oss,  aiul  was  tlio 
pritioipal  Riihjccl  of  rx)iivci'Palioii  in  town  lor  wtu^ks  allor. 

Then  tlicro  was  a  grand  combination  of  performers  in  Warren 
one  winter;  A.  AV.  Eastman  being  tlie  leading  star.  Forest  was 
onti'oared  and  outdone,  and  Warren  shone  witli  brilliancy.  All 
the  surix)unding  regions  canie  to  see  the  plays  that  season. 

Since,  there  have  boon  school  o\hibiti(nts.  religious  exhibitions, 
an<l  various  other  kinds,  all  hucccssIuK  an<l  ninre  nventlv  a  sort  of 
stock  com]>any  (hat  gave  entcrtninnienfs  for  a  pecuniary  consider- 
ation, in  aihlition  lo  the  glory  they  might  achieve;  and  this  collec- 
tion of  stars  was  i)erhap8  the  most  successful  of  all. 

In  addition  to  these  exhibitions  by  our  home  lalent,  titiveling 
performers  have  sometimes  entertained  our  citizens.  Wliat  a 
wonder  was  Potter,  the  juggler  and  ventriloquist.  How  he  made 
the  eyes  of  the  Warren  youth  stick  out  when  he  IVied  eggs  in  a 
gentleman's  hat,  and  returned  the  hatuninjui'ed;  when  he  smashed 
a  beautiful  gold  watch  **  all  to  flinders,"  and  burned  a  lady's  hand- 
kerchief to  ashes,  and  then  restored  the  same  whole  and  entire; 
also  when  ho  sutferad  himself  to  be  shot  at,  and  cut  a  man's  head 
off  without  hurting  him.  Old  Glynn  was  nearly  ns  wonderful  as 
ro(.t4M-;  and  the  abtivo  named  A.  W.  Kjistinan  \v:is  one  of  IiIh 
gnimlest  performers.  A  people's  civilization  can  I m*  judged  by  the 
<tharacter  of  their  amusements. 

In  suldition  to  having  good  schools,  Wairen  has  been  celc- 
bmted  for  her  spelling  schools.  They  wei*e  held  in  winter  time  in 
all  the  districts,  and  there  was  a  gi*eat  rivaliy  to  see  who  coidd 
spell  down  the  whole  town.  One  in  Runaway  pond  or  Weeks  dis- 
trict, I  hat  cAuie  olV  about  this  time,  is  well  renuMulieiwl.  John 
KnMich  WJis  keeping  the  school,  and  the  little  red  school-house  wjis 
packed  with  youths  aud  maidens.  Young  Joseph  Bixby,  a 
naughty  youth,  was  present,  and  some  wicked  perj^on  pushed  him 
over  the  i*oaring,  red  hot  stove,  knocking  it  down.  Tlie  school- 
master, Mr.  John  French,  rushed  forward,  feeling  that  his  dignity 
was  injui-ed,  stamped  his  foot,  aud  with  stentx>rian  lungs  shouted, 
**(<assiuKl  May  Hruius  and  all  the  (»lher  heaihen  go<ls  ]ux»serve 
and  defenti  us.''  And  (hen  then^  was  a  roar  of  laiigli(4n',  nuich  to 
the  si'hool-mtislvr's  delight,  the  llames  lielching  out  and  the  smoke 
rolling  up.    But  some  resolute  boys  at  oucc  procui*ed  two  stout 
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leven,  carried  tiie  alove  out  iiifto  Uie  aaow,  ooolad  il^  aei  it  ap 
agidiiy  aired  tlio  booae,  aiid  then  tiie  epellli^K'^Gbool  went  ou. 

Two  of  llio  boat  acliolurs  chnae  vitloa,  taking  oare  to  maI  tte 
liu)'H  aiHl  giriK  wlio  wvru  roml  or  onrli  olJii*r  l4^*IJii*ry  awl  ctbutiw- 
ing  tiie  puoruit  apeUen  laat,  each  diooaer  Urylug  to  get  Uie  beat^ 
that  Ilia  or  lier  aide  might  iniaa  tiie  leaat  worda  and  tlnrabjr  win. 
Tlien  after  spelling  a  while  tiie  tally  keepers  annoaueed  tiie  raanit 
and  tiiey  bad  a  recess;  such  a  grand  time.  When  II  waa  omr  Oey 
''  didio''  again,  spelt  roiiml  a  fow  times  and  tiien  siielt  down.  MlaaeB 
KImIo  Ann  llixliy  and  (Viniline  Krciivli  uuiikl  liciit  tiw  wIm»Ib 
town  bi  tiiolr  day.  AAcr  the  spelling  cxerdbua  tiiey  pruponMlod 
connndminsy  put  oat  hard  words,  and  spoke  flinny  pieeea. 

Tlicn  tiie  school-mastor  made  a  qieedi.  How  well  it  ia  re- 
membered. Some  believed  it.  lie  iN^gan  by  telling  tiie  advauta* 
ges  of  tiie  coiumon  scIiooIk,  Iiow  tiiey  had  made  New  RiiglaiMl 
wlmt  she  is;  liow,  educatoil  hi  tiamiy  tiie  aoiia  of  New  llauiiialiirR 
were  tiie  rcprcsenftativtss  and  senators  in  oougruss,  tiie  Jiic|gea  in 
the  eouHsy  and  uiie  of  tiieni  an  bonorud  lYcsideut.  Tbal  wlii*m 
tiie  ooaunon  school  system  did  not  ezisty  there  jgaoraoce,  saperatt^ 
tton  and  prleat^raft  prevailed,  and  tiie  people  were  tiie  alavea  of 
deqiota.  That  there  was  a  class  qiringing  up  in  tiie  coantry  thai 
was  opposed  to  our  system ;  woukl  have  noneof  it;  would  bnsak  ii 
ap.  This  should  not  bo  allowotl.  llio  school  system  sliuuld  lie  |»ro> 
served.  We  Kliouhl  tUick  to  ii,  c:liiig  to  ii.  Wc  miglii  as  well  1^ 
our  fields  and  pastures  grow  up  to  bushes,  bum  up  our  houses  aud 
fuctories,  let  our  shiiis  rot  at  the  wluirvcs,  and  desiroy  our  railroatla, 
as  to  give  up  our  school  system,  aud  the  liberty  and  tiie  gtory  it 
brings  with  it. 

Tliou  some  of  tlio  citizens  in  a  fbw  words  agreed  with  tlie 
speaker,  umde  conipliuicu(ur>'  roniarks,  and  Uie  exercises  ckieetl. 

Wlicn  dismissed,  ilic  l>oys  AvtiitiHl  ii|miu  liiis  girls  Iuiiims  wliitdi 
was  the  grandest  iiuil  of  tlio  whole  pei-fonuauce.  No  woiuler, 
when  the  fuiiiiiies  woi-c  laige,  (what  a  shame  they  are  not  so 
now,)  Olid  district  schools  were  crowded,  spelling  schools  were  lu 
high  esteem. 

Tlie  lust  great  occun'cnce  at  the  close  of  WaiTon's  first  oentuiy 

AlNiut  lUvMS  ilayM  tin*  rili/.«*iiH  priicunNl  ii  Im*iii>«s  nuil  I  lie  iowii  «til4*il  i«a  ImiM 
»  lituirtiu>li«>iiK«!  iitrnr  llio  f^nivi'-jaril.  II n*.  Mm*)'  •!.  Kiiupli,  wife*  iHT  ArtliHr 
Kimp|i,  iHuitknl  Uic  «ubiM:ri|>litiu  li»l,  miiKMl  llio  uioiu*)- niiti  bougbtUiv  iMmrM*. 
uot  iome  Ufl)'  do  a«  luuch  towitnU  traJhUng  a  receiving  Unnb? 
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or  Avliito  Holllcrs,  jiiid  wilh  ils  lum-aMon  wo  hIijiII  oimI  our  ciitor- 
Uiiiiiiig  liibUiry,  was  AViirreirK  CoiileiiniuJ  Celebration.  At  tlie 
nniitia)  town  meeting  it  wa8  voled  to  have  a  celebration  on  the 
J4lh  day  of  July,  18r»:j,  just  a  hundred  y  ^ars  allor  tlic  day  tlie  town 
was  chai'tcred. 

KNOCn    II.    WEEKS 

h:ik  rlioson  l*roMiil<Mil.. 

Tin;  I'ollowing  uhhi  ovrr  Kt*v<^n(y   yearn  of  age,  were  choKen 
A'^ice  I'residenU',  viz.: — 

BENJAMIN  BIXJJY. 
JOHN  CLARK. 
AVILLIAM   CLEASUY. 
JONATHAN  CLOUGII. 
^       JONATHAN   EA'PON. 

DR.  DAVID  C.  J'UENCH. 
ASA   HEATH. 
VOAVELL  LEATHERS. 

niooRGE  LiinnoY. 

SAMUKL  MERRILL. 
NATHANIEL  JHCHARDSON. 
JOSIAH  SAVAIN. 
STICrJIKN  WIHTIOMAN. 
All  men  over  sixty  years  old  were  chosen  as  a  connuitteo  of 
arrangements*.    They  were  jis  follows: — 

Josiorii  Hixnv. 

Samubl  Bixhv. 

Rkn.iamin  Clkbiknt. 

Jkssk  Eastman. 

JosKrii  B.  Fakniiam. 

SnMI'KI.  (iCM)I>WIN. 

Jamks  Hauuiman. 
EziiA  B.  LinuKv. 
John  Liuhey. 
Natiianikl  LnuiKV. 
BKN.rAMiN  Lrrrt.K. 
Dh.  Jkssk  Littlk. 
(Vvi.vin^Mav. 
Sami^ki.  L.  MKititii.i.. 
Anhinv  Mi-Cautku. 
Nathan  AVillky. 


BIBlOOUr  OV  WABMBMm 

Tbe  liXh  diy  of  July,  1868»  was  nlny;  bat  the  people  in 
goodly  nnmben  ■wcmbled  in  the  town  lioiiw  on  Warren  Ooniinon* 
Ouurlee  Leonard,  wlien  tlie  lionr  arrived,  mug  tlio  beD,  and  iiia 
flUhor,  George  IL  Leonar.l,  aeled  Ibr  the  oommittce  of  arnuigie- 
menta.  Enoch  R.  Weoka,  Ikithlhl  to  hia  dntiea,  preaidad,  and  the 
following  waa  tlie  order  of  axeroiaea: — 

I.  Reading  tlie  Scriptnrea,  ^  laaiah  xxxr. 

n.  Mnaicy — Amoricay  by  the  cholkr. 

TTI.  IHnyor,  ^Rc%v.  Joniali  TT4)0iicr. 

1 V.  Muaic,  — AiiUl  1  juig  Hyiio. 

y.  Addreaa,— by WilUam  Little. 

YI.  Mnaic, — Old  Hundred. 

Vn.  Benediction. 

Rot.  Joaiah  Hooper  made  an  ezoellent  prayer.  The  elioir» 
oonalating  of  Mottra.  Ainoa  Cloiiient  and  Wc8l«y  C7.  Bal4*Jiulcler, 
Mn.  George  £.  Leonard,  Mri.  Itnaael  Merrill,  Mn.  Snaan  G.  Ut-' 
tie,  and  Miaaea  Surah  J.  Leonard,  Kllen  J.  Dixby,  Sarah  J.  Merrill 
and  Amelia  8.  Glillbrd,  aang  in  their  beat  atyle,  and  the  addreaa 
waa  afterwarda  pubUahed.  Any  one  can  expreaa  hia  opinion  of 
that  after  he  haa  read  It.  CvpL  Daniel  Ratehelder  and  othera,  of 
HaverliiU,  were  preaent,  and  many  came  finom  Wentwortli  and 
Romney.  In  the  evening  they  had  a  ball  at  the  Moosilanke  llonae 
and  the  young  folka  enjoyed  themaelvea.  Thua  euded  Warren's 
firat  century.  May  the  next  be  aa  proapevoua,  and  have  a  like 
liappy  end. 

Eighteen  hundred  and  aixty-three!  A  hundred  yeuiv  have 
paaaed  aiiice  Warren  became  a  town,  and  wo  cloao  our  bistory 
here.  We  are  happy  wo  liave  written  it,  and  luippy  8hould  Iw  tlic 
great  historiun  of  Warron  of  the  next  hundred  yeara,  for  wc 
Iwlicvo  wo  luivo  nuulo  ii  good  bc^innin^  for  liini.  Thri(»  linppy 
Hlionid  In)  tHir  citizens  I  hut  Mioy  luivo  Uiis  ^mmI  liiKl4>ry. 

Wo  trust  all  will  bo  ploiiscil,  for  wo  Imvo  sol  tiowu  nau«j^ht  in 
malice.  ICverytliing  has  been  written  in  the  most  perfect  good 
nature,  and  witli  the  best  intentions.  We  have  even  taken  imine 
to  make  somo  of  our  fHends  show  off  in  good  style.  Wo  have 
also  given  every  citizen  a  cliance  toapi)cai'  in  our  book,  to  imm^irtal- 
Ize  himself  by  enrolling  Ids  name  in  our  subscription  Uat.    Many 
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have  availed  tlHMitsclvo8  of  the  o|)iK>i't.iitiity,  and  lo  Hiich  we  rctuni 
our  htMirticBl  and  nioHl.  Hincci*e  thanks. 

If  by  our  etl'orts  we  shall  eaaneany  of  ouriVlcnds  to  feel  a  tithe 
of  the  pleasure  in  reading  the  preceding  pagea  that  we  have  in 
writing  tliem,  they  will  be  very  happy  indeed  and  we  shall  be 
amply  compensated. 

In  closing.  w<^  sincerely  wish  that  }is  long  as  any  tront  shall 
swim  in  the  Kivi^r  Hak^M',  othorwiso  the  Asquanichunuuikc,  and  all 
Ma  silvery,  nnisinil  tribnhiries,  as  lon^:  jis  partridges  shall  drum  in 
tlir  IbresU  on  Mm*  monnlnins,  iis  long  hh  any  blurlKU'ricH  shall  v\[hw 
on  the  crests  of  Webster  slide  and  Owl's  head,  as  long  as  the  Mi- 
kascota  shall  come  down  from  Wachipauka  pond,  as  long  as  silver 
and  gold  shall  l>c  found  on  Sentinel  mountain,  as  long  as  the 
sparkling  waterfalls  shall  gleam  on  Mount  Can*,  and  as  long  as 
the  bald  hcml  of  Moosehillock  shall  whit'Cn  with  winter  snows,  so 
long  may  our  friends  and  their  children  live  and  enjoy  themselves 
in  onr  lown  of  Waiikkn. 
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EXPLANATOKY  NOTES. 


PAGE  67.— Wbtamoo. 

The  brido  of  "  Montowampnte.'*  Her  real  name  was  "  Wennchiis."— Ilist.  of 
Concord,  p.  32. 

PACtE  134.— Caiturr  op  tub  Johnson  Family. 

The  Indians  did  Aimisli  a  horse  for  Mrs.  Jolinson  to  ride.  The  horse  was 
afterwnnls  killed  and  eaten  to  prevent  tlie  party  Trom  starving.  The  oldest  daugh- 
ter, who  was  educated  by  the  French,  concluded  to  return  home.  Roswell  H. 
Hassam,  of  Manchester,  Airnished  us  an  interesting  account  of  the  capture  of  the 
Johnson  family,  wliich  wo  would  bo  glad  to  see  published. 

I*AC;K  152.— ItOIIRUT  rOMRROY. 

There  is  a  tradition  tliat  Chase  Wliitclicr  and  Joseph  Patch  both  told  of  find- 
ing a  human  skeleton  on  Moosilanke,  and  without  doubt  It  was  Pomeroy,  one  of 
Rogers'  rangers. 

PAGE  208.— JAMES  DoW. 

James  Dow,  tythingman,  contributed  most  of  the  descriptions  of  dress  and 
appearance  of  the  early  settlers. 


NATURAL     HISTORY. 


ANIMALS  WUICU  NOW,  OR  FOBUEBLY.  LIVED   FN  WARRBM. 


Bat. 

Shrew  Molo. 
8tAr  Nose  Mole. 
Suy'fl  Lea«t  Shrew  Mole. 
Brewer's  Shrew  Mole. 

White  WeMol,  or  Stoat,  or  Ermine. 
Little  Nioihle  Weasel. 
Taiwny  Weaitvl. 
Small  \Vuas4;l. 

Suble,  or  Tine  Marten. 
Pennant's  Marten  or  Ilslier  i/at. 

Otter. 

Mink. 

Mountain  Brook  Mink. 


AfAMAfALIA. 
Ordkk  I.— Carhtyora. 
Skunk. 
Wolverine. 


Cougar,  or  Tantber,  or  Painter. 

Catamount. 
Canada  Lynx,  or  Lonpeenrier. 
Hay  Lynx,  or  Wild  Cat. 

Wolf. 

ICo«l  Vox. 

Uliu*.k  or  Silver  Uray  ITux. 

Itlaek  Hoar. 

Itaccoon. 


Order  II.— Hodkmtia. 


Gray  S<iiiirrcl. 
Black  S<iuirrul. 
Cliickarce,  or  lied  Squirrel. 
Chip,  or  Clii|inioiik,  or  Stri|»etl  Squir- 
rel. 
Flying  S<|uirrel. 


Black  lUt. 
Norway  Rat. 

Bcnvcr. 
MuMiuosh. 


WiIhoii'h  M«'.h«I<iw  lilouH«v 
Aiiicric^iii  Wliiltt  F(m»1(:<I  Moiimj. 
lloiise  Mouse. 

I^conte's  Pine  or  Field  Mouse. 
Jumping  Mouse. 

OKDKR  11!.— UUXINANTIA. 


IN»rcnpinn  ur  lle«lgulioi;. 

WtMMlc.llllck. 

Rabliit,  or  Nortliem  Hare. 


Moose. 

Caribou,  or  American  Reindeer. 


Common  or  Fallow  Deer. 


BIRDS, 
[c  means  coniiaon;  r,  rare;  m,  spring  and  fall  migrants.] 

OKDBU  I.— RAITOUKS— ROUllEKS. 


Bald  Eagle,  r. 
Golden  Eagle,  r. 


Broad  winged  Hawk,  c . 
Marsh  Hawk,  c. 
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Blnck  Hawk.  r. 

Fish  (or  Oepicy)  llnwk,  c. 

Gof«lin\Tk,  r. 

l*i{?cuii  llnwk,  c. 

Uod  tailed,  or  llcii  Hawk.  c. 

Sliarp  Ktiiinic«l  Hawk,  c. 

Sparrow  Hawk,  <•. 

(;oo|icr'H  Hawk,  v.. 


Great  homed  Owl,  c. 
Long  oai*cd  Owl,  r. 
Short  cared  Owl,  r. 
lS<*rucrh  Owl,  c. 
Siiow^'  Owl,  m. 
Acadian  Owl,  ni. 
It.'HTcd  Owl,  ni. 
Hawk  Owl,  ni. 


OUI>Klt  H.~SCANHOUKK— CMMHKKS. 


Klaek  billed  Cuckoo,  c. 
Yellow  billed  Cuekoo,  c. 

Downy  Wooil|H'eker,  v. 

Three  toed  ItandtMl   Woodpecker,  r. 

(joldcii  winged  Wood|)Ccker,  e. 


illaek  bn<'kcd  .1  toed  Woodpecker,  r. 
Hairy  Woo<lpcr.ker,  c. 
rUcated  Wootlpeckcr,  r. 
Ki'il  headed  Woodpecker,  |*. 
Yellow  liellicd  Woodpecker,  r. 


OllDBIl  HI.— IN»KS80UF..S— rBuciiKna. 


Ilnhy  throtiled  HnniuiiiiK  llird,  i*. 

(jhininey  Swtdlow,  c. 

Whip-poor-will,  r. 
Mi;;lit-ilawk,  e. 

Jielteil  Kln;;llHher,  c. 

Kingbird,  c. 

Tcwee,  or  rhcl>e  lUrd,  c. 
Olive-sltletl  Fly-enU'licr,  v. 
Wood  Pewee,  c. 
(.'hebcc,  c. 

Wood  Thrush,  e. 

Olive  liaeked  Thrush,  v. 

Henuil  Thrush,  c. 

Wilsturs  ThruHli,  v. 

Knliiu,  r. 

Ilrown  Thrasher,  r. 

Cat-bird,  c. 

lUucldrd,  e. 

Uii1>v  crownwl  Wreu,  c. 
(■olden  crested  Wrou,  c. 
(Mdckadre  or  lllark  cap  Tif- 

UIOUHC,  <*. 
While  bi-l1ie«l  N'ulhat4h,  c. 
I!ed  bellied  Nuthatch,  r. 
Auierlf'an  <Jr<*ei»er,  c. 
llouKc  Wren.  r. 
Winter  Wivu,  c. 

Klark  and  White  Creeper,  c. 
Illue,  Yellow  backeil  warbler,  r. 
M:irvlaiHl  Yellow  throat  warbler,  c 
(iMJdi'U  winded  waHdi-r,  v. 
iNa?<liville  warbler,  r. 
Ovj'U-bird  warbh>r,  ••. 
Water  Thrusli  warbler,  e.. 
Ilbnk  tbrn:ilef|  tJrrni  v.  .irbhr,  r, 
lll.M'k  llir«>:il<>d  llliir  u.'irbler,  ni. 
S  ellow  ruuip<>d  warbler,  c. 
ni;H'klMirui:iit  warbler,  ui. 
riue-<"reepin;r  w:irbh'r.  e. 
<*hesluut-'«itle«l  warbler,  c. 
IU;iek  l*«»ll  warbler,  r. 
Yelb)W  warbler,  e. 
Ill:u'k  and  Yellow  wnrbler,  e. 
Yellow  l{e<l-poll  wnrbler,  e. 


('nuada  I'MycaU'Iu-r  warbler,  ni. 
Ited  Slait,  r. 

.Scarlet  Tanagcr,  c. 

r.arn  Swallow,  c. 
Kave  .Swallow,  c. 
White  bellied  Swollow,  c. 
Hank  Swallow,  c. 
I'urple  Blnrtin,  c. 

Cedar,  or  Cheny  IJird,  c. 
Itoheniinn  (Jhatterer,  ni. 
Shrike,  or  Itutcher  Bird,  ni. 
Yellow  thro.'ited  VIreo,  r. 
Solitary  Vireo,  r. 
Ited'-ey'ed  VIreo,  c. 

Pine  (•roHbeak,  ni. 


Purple  Finch,  c. 
<;ol«|lbie| 


'h  or  Yellow  IlinI,  c. 
riuelinch,  nt. 
Ketl  Crossbill,  ni. 
White  winge«l  Crossbill,  m. 
Mealy  ]{ed  poll,  in. 
Lesser  Hed  poll,  m. 
Snow  Hunting,  m. 
Lapland  LongRpur,  randm. 
Savannah  .Span*ow,,,r. 
Crassllurh  or  Ibiy  wingfMl  iltinling,  c. 
White  rrow  iied  Spari-ow,  ni. 
White  throated  Sparrow,  c. 
.Snowbird,  c. 
Tree  Sparr4»w,  ui. 
Field  Sparr<iw,  c. 
('hipping  .spaiTow,  c. 
S«»ng  Sparniw.  or  («rouiid  Bird,  c. 
Sw  amp  .Sparr«>w,  r. 
Fox  colored  Sparrow,  m. 
Hope  breaste<l  Itrosbcak,  r. 
Indigo  Jtird,  c. 
Ground  Uobin,— Chcwlnk,  r. 

Ilobolink,  r. 

Cow    i:iMekbird,e.. 

Ueil  winged  itiackbird,  c. 

^leadow  Lark,  r. 

Ilrdliuiore  Ori«»le,  c. 

Kusty   IUa(*kbir<l,  r. 

Crow'  Blackbird,  or  Purple  Grakle,  r. 

Crow,  c. 
IJlue  Jay,  c. 
(.'anad.i  Jay,  c. 
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Ordbk  IY^— Raborbs— Scbatcukbs. 


Wild  Pigeon,  c. 
Carolina  I>ove,  r. 


Canada  Groiue,  e 
lioffed  Grouae,  e. 


OlU>BK  v.— GllALLATt>KK»— WAI>Blt8. 


Cireat  Itliio  Ifuron,  or  Cnuio,  c 
BiUcrn,  or  SUke  Driver,  c. 
Green  Heron,  r. 
Nigbt  Heron,  r. 

Woodcock,  c. 


Snipe,  m. 

BoliUrr  Sandpiper,  c. 
Spotted  Sandpiper,  e. 

Upland  PloTer,  r. 


Obdbk  VI.— Natatosbs— SwnfMKBa. 


Canada  Goose,  m. 
Urant  Gooao,  m. 

Jllack  I>uck.  c. 
Bine  winged  Teal,  r. 
Green  winged  Teal,  r. 


Wood  Duck,  c. 
Sheldrake,  c. 

GuU.  r. 

Great  Norther  Diver, 


or  LooB,  e. 


BEPTILIA,  OB  BBITILKS. 


Snapping  Turtle,  or  Torioiao. 

Fainted  Tortoise. 

Spotted  Tortoise. 

Woo«l  Terrapiu,  or  Tortoise. 

Miul  Turtle  «»r  Musk  T«»rtoiso. 

liox  Tortoise. 

Blxwdlug's  Itox  Tortoise. 

Striped  Snake. 

Bibuon  Snake. 

Water  Snake. 

lfou»e  Atldor. 

Re<l  Snake. 

<>rccu,  or  (Srasa  Snako. 

icing- necked  Sualco. 

Itlue  tuiloil  Skink  or  Liziird. 

Yellow  lM>llie4l  8Alnin:iii«ler. 
Violel  culoreil  8alimiaiiih:r. 
Bed  Uacketl  Salamander. 
Painted  Salamander. 
Salmon  colored  Salamander. 


Blotched  Salamander. 
Bed  Salamantler. 
Blue  si»ottod  Salamander, 
(•rauulatutl  Salamander. 
Tiger  Triton  Salamawlcr. 
Cnnirion  s|»ottod  Triton 

or  Kvet. 
f  >usky  Triton  Sahunander 

Toad. 

Hull-fVog. 

I4irge  Korthem  BuU-Anog. 

Sjiriiig  Kro^.. 

Marnli  or  Tiger  Prog. 

.Shad  Prog. 

\Vo«mI  Fn»g. 

l*r<!cT<Mnl. 

rickoriiig's  llvlodes. 
Cricket  llyloaes. 


PISHES. 


Trout. 

Troutlct. 

Pickerel. 


Pout. 

Roat-li. 

Dace. 


Shiner. 
Sucker. 
Eel. 


SPlDEIt.*5. 


One  hundred  and  twenty-six  kinds,  some  with  six  eyes  and  some  with 
eyes. 
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INSECTS. 


Brktlm  : 
Tigor. 

Long-horned  Wnter. 
lioyer. 
Flat  Boring. 
Death-watoh  or  ticking. 
Bone. 
Carrion. 

Short  homed  Water. 
Weoviln. 
(Capricorn. 

i  ;(M*.knia<*hcri. 

iJrlrkctf*. 

N(M*tunittl  <ira«Mho|i|>orH. 

hinnial  (iniMHho|i|icr8. 

84iua8h  Bug. 
Bedbng. 

Common  Hardest  Fly  or  Locust. 
Itark  Lon^e. 

Oypter-shaped  Bark  Louso. 
Dragon  Files,  or  DeyiPs  Needles. 
White  Ants,  or  Wood  Lice. 

Haw  Flies. 


Ants, 
stinging  Ants. 

Wasps. 

Hornets. 

Wood-cntter  Bee. 

;^eaft;nttcr  Bee. 

llumblebee. 

Honey  Bee. 

Kutterfly. 

•Ski|i|>f!r  BntterOy. 

lluMimIng  Hint,  or  Hawk  Moth. 

liOr.UHt-lrCO  CONHUS. 

Catcrpillcr. 

Autuinnnl  Woli  Caton>iiliir. 
Cut  W(»nu. 
Apple  Worm. 
Bee  Moth. 
Clothes  Bloth. 
Mosquito. 
Unat. 
Horsefly. 
Flesh  Fly. 
Bot  Fly. 
Common  Flea. 

Louse  and  many  other  kinds,  together 
with  so?eral  npecies  of  worms. 


White  Pino. 
Hard  Pine. 
Norway  Pine. 
Black  Spruce. 
Spmcp. 
IIimI  Ifvuilock. 
Whito.  IhunhM'k. 
Fir. 

Tamara<*'k. 
Cmlar. 
lied  Oak. 
Wliite  Oak. 
White  Maple. 
Birds-eye  Maple. 
Rock  Maule. 
Red  Maole. 
Swamp  Maple. 
Elm. 

81ip|>ory  Rim. 
White  flirrh. 
Yellow  niir.li. 
Illaf.k  nin'h. 
Red  lllrrh. 
HIlYcr-gray  Birch. 
Bass. 


TREES. 

Rod  Beech. 
Wliite  Beech. 
White  Ash. 
Swamp  Ash. 
Black  Ash. 
Mountain  Ash. 
rrlckly  AhIi, 
Hod  A'mIi. 
KutU^rnut. 
Poplar. 

liomlmrdy  Poplar. 
Horn  Itimui. 
I^verwood. 
Balm  Gilead. 
Choke  Cherry. 
Black  Cherry. 
Bird  Cherry. 
Tame  Cherry. 
Canada  Plum. 
Witch  Hanel. 
Ilaiu}!. 
Rod  Ahler. 
niiw.k  Aider. 
Thorn. 
WUlow. 


Jtog  Willow. 

Weeping  WUlow. 

KMor. 

'tvound  Hemlock. 

]MfK)sewood. 

Moosemissa. 

Wild  Oooselierry. 

(iirraut. 

sUiiuk  Carrant. 

Kono-Bnsh. 

Lilnc. 

Sumach. 

Ilifrh  Blueberry. 

Blueberry. 

Wliortleberry. 

Dogwood. 

Sweet  Fern. 

Apple. 

Prnr. 

Wheat  Plnm. 

DnuiMon. 

Sugar  Plum. 

Withe-wood. 


Wild  Sarsaparilla. 

Parsnip. 

Lovage. 

Sweet  Sicily. 

Bane  Berry. 

Columbine. 

Cowslip. 

Gold  Thread. 

LiTorwort. 


PLANTS. 

Yellow  Wood  Sorrel. 
Violet. 
Chick-weed. 
Pig- weed. 
Poke- weed. 
Joint-weed. 
Bind  Knot-weed. 
Knot  Grass. 
Field  Sorrel. 


Blullen. 

V>nreln. 

Pennyroyal. 

Hnarnound. 

Ilorsemint. 

Peppermint. 

Hpearmint. 

Catmint. 

ScuUcap. 
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mnoKT  or  w. 


Crowfooc. 
White  Pood  LiIt. 
YeUow  WaterUlj. 
Horse  RadUh. 
lloaUrd. 
Strawbeny. 
SweeC-bricr. 
Illack  Kespberry. 
Bed  RjwpbeiTY. 
BUekbemr. 
n«nlH«eL 
Tbora  Bash. 
Field  doTer. 
Red  doTer. 
White  Clorer. 
Nellies. 

While  Mulberry. 
Kul  Mulberry, 
(impe. 
l'oi«oB  Ivy. 
Wood  Sorrel. 


I>oek. 

IIt*lU 

Tr.iiluig  Arbvtus, 

Partritlge  Berry. 

Cr.iiilferry. 

WiiiterrrecB. 

ilni.bdl. 

Woiiuwood. 

Iliinluck. 

M:'r\culd. 

CxiitatlJi  TbiflUe. 

(jouiiooD  ThUUe. 

Aitu'hoke. 

flaiulelion. 

Firc-woed. 

Guldeu  Ko«l. 

(k>Ud  Fool. 

TausY. 

riuitccrtierTy. 

T««  iii-A<»wor. 

Milk-weed. 

Fiix-gloTe. 


YcUow-eyed 
SlBriirBfe*. 
ItlueFlas. 
BIne-eycM  Gnu*. 
lAlies>  ; 
Indiau  Tuke. 


Cat4eiL 
SweeCrtec. 
tfkuak  Cabi 
llalriirM 
Meadow  G 
Keanlt 
TuaolhyG 
8edge0raa 
itoy  KumIu 


FLr»WERLSSS  PLAMTS. 


llorae^ail. 
Maiden  Hair. 
Brake  Fern. 
Adder  Tongue  Fern. 
Common  Brake. 


Ufirk  Brake, 
liniund  Fine. 
Liverwort. 
Sliield  Lichen. 
Lit  livu.- 


l»nC^baU. 
Smelt. 
Frog  Spittle. 


k«m;k.s  and  minkkai^ 


(iold. 

Silver. 

Iron. 

Zinc. 

Lead. 

Copper. 

Nickel. 

Cadniium. 

Antiinouy. 

riuiulto^o. 

Iniu  Fyrilco. 

Inm  I'yrtlvtf  Black. 

Mulybucuuiu. 

Arsenic. 

Brown  Hematite. 


liumeie. 

E|M«late. 
I<|\«.  rajte. 
Tiviiiolite. 
Toia-iuallne. 
Bt.yl. 
Ai'.aite. 

(.'iiiiiiunon  Stone. 
M.i--ive  (jariict. 
ICo-v  (jiiartx. 
Sii..*L\  QuaKz. 

llv.illtC. 

(^iiarix. 
ralcupar. 
I'urphyritic  Trap. 


Trap. 

UranlUe  Gneisa. 

Feldi^Nur. 

Granite. 

MicaSUte. 

Talcoee. 

Hornblende. 

Scapolite  (with  the  A|»»- 

tite)  i:ry8taU. 
I«initii»l4ine. 
A  rgillaceoua.  Slate 
Clay. 

Furuginoua  Sand. 
Alluvial  Sand. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


1779. 
Oliiulinli  Cloiiiuiil. 

•  loHlllIti  <'«l|>|l. 

Uruul  hlovoiiM. 

1780. 
Joshua  Copp. 
Tliuinad  Clark. 
John  Wliitcher. 

Obadiah  Clement. 
William  Butler. 
IttaiaU  Batchelder. 


8KLBOTMBM. 
ITttt. 

.liir«lillM  Ctili|i. 

i.|ilii-aiiii  'I  nio. 
Miiiuoii  8iuiUi. 
Josliuu  Merrill. 

1783. 
obadiah  Clement. 
J<i:^hua  Merrill. 
Williuin  Butler. 

Obadiah  Clemeut. 
Stevens  Merrill. 
Samuel  Kuigbt. 


I7HS. 
OlMMlinb  ChMiirnU 

•SieVIMIH  MtHTlll. 

JuMipli  rnlch. 
178S. 


Joshua  Copp. 
Sleulien  Kicha 
William  BuUer. 


Sleulien  Kichardaon. 


1787. 
WiUlain  Butler. 
Joshua  Copn. 
Stephen  lUcuardaon. 
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1788. 
•Ionium  Gon|i. 
Kpliraim  Trno. 
Nniliiuiiel  Knight. 

1780. 
Nathaniel  Knight. 
Samuol  Knight. 
Moses  Copp. 

1700. 
Nathaniel  Knight. 
Jonatlian  Morrill. 
Sl4*phon  ItirlmnlHon. 
AImI  Morrill. 

17iU. 
JoHhna  Copp. 
William  Hutlcr. 
•Stephen  Itiehardson. 

1702. 
Ephralm  True. 
Joseph  French. 
Samuel  Knight. 

17n». 
.fniiathan  Merrill, 
•loboph  Krciich. 
Jonathau  Clement. 

1704. 
Jonathan  RIcitIII. 
Thomas  lloynton. 
Aaron  Welch. 

1705. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Thomas  lloynton. 
.loM^ph  Kronch. 

I71M. 
Jonathan  Morrill. 
AlMsl  Mcnill. 
Klisha  Hwett. 

1707. 
William  nuUer. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Joseph  French. 


1804. 
Kxra  Hartlett. 
AlM<l  Morrill. 
Klisim  HwoU.        ' 

1805. 
Abel  Merrill. 
WlUiam  llutlor. 
Daniel  Patch. 

1806. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Daniel  Patch. 
Jonalhan  KuIIowm. 


1807. 
Ahcl  Merrill. 
Jonoph  Patch. 
Elisha  Swett. 

1808. 
Joseph  Patch,  .Jr., 
Aaron  Welch. 
BI>eneKer  Barker. 

1800. 
.FonaLhan  IVIcrrill. 
Joseph  Pnt-<'.h.  Jr. 
Jonathau  Fellows. 

1810. 
.lonathnn  Merrill. 
Aliel  Merrill. 
Amos  Tarleton. 

1811. 
Al)el  Alenill. 
.loRcph  Patch,  Jr. 
A  uioM  Tarleton. 

IHI2. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Hcnjnmin  Merrill.. 
,  Joseph  Merrill. 

1818. 
Joseph  Patch. 
Thomas  Whipple. 
Stephen  Flanders. 


18^. 
.1  oRoph  Patch,  Jr. 
Nathaniel  Cloiigli. 
Jacob  Patch. 

1881. 
Nathaniel  Clongh. 
Jacob  Patch. 
Amof  Tarleton. 

18S2. 
Jncob  Patch. 
A  moR  Tarloton. 
<;corgolJbl)oy. 


1823. 
AiNslBfonill. 
Joseph  Patch,  Jr. 
Joseph  Bixby. 

1824. 
Jncob  Patch. 
Closes  H.  Clement. 
William  Cloogh. 

1826. 
Monos  II.  Clement. 
Jncob  Patch. 
William  Clougti. 

1826. 
.Incob  Patch. 
William  Clough. 
Knoch  B.  Weeks. 

1827. 
Moses  H.  Clement. 
Kiioch  U.  Weeks. 
StoTons  Morrill. 

• 

1828. 
:Mopes  II.  Clement. 
Knoch  II.  Weeks. 
Mnmuel  Merrill. 

1820. 
William  Clonjrh. 
Samuel  Merrill, 
(tcorge  Libbey. 


1706-^. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Alicl  Mcnill. 
Klisha  NweU. 


1814. 
Jfuinthan  Morrill. 
Alicl  Morrill. 
JoMoph  PaU'.h, .Ir. 


1810. 
.»ncob  l*ntch. 
Monjamin  lilttlo. 
Samuel  Merrill. 


1800 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Kxra  BartlcU, 
WllUam  Butler. 


1815-MO. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Aliel  Merrill. 
Moses  II.  Clement. 


1831-W. 
•facob  Patch. 
Ilcnjamin  Little. 
Anson  HerriU. 


1801. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
Bxra  Bartlett. 
Abel  Merrill. 


1817. 
Jonathan  Merrill. 
A1)el  Merrill. 
James  Williams. 


183». 
Rnooh  R.  Weeks. 
Moses  11;  Clement 
Samuol  Ij.  MorrUl. 


isoa-ni. 

Jonatlian  Morrill. 
AIm^I  Morrill. 
Klisha  Mwott. 


WIP-'IO. 
Joseph  Patch,  .fr. 
Moses  11.  Clement. 
Stephen  Flanders. 


IBM. 
Moses  II.  Clement. 
Snniuel  L.  Merrill. 
Samuol  Morrill. 
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18SS. 
Jacob  Patch. 
Isaac  MciTill,  2d. 
Solomon  Cottou. 

1836. 
Samuel  L.  Merrill. 
Solomon  Cotton. 
Qeorge  Libbey. 

1837. 
Samuel  L.  Merrill. 
George  Libbey. 
Bnocn  R.  Weeks. 

1838. 
William  Clough. 
Wllliiun  l*omeroy. 
Jonathan  Little. 

183U. 
William  Pomeroy. 
Jonathan  Little. 
Joseph  Bixby. 

1840. 
Jonathan  Little. 
Joseph  Bixby. 
Stevens  M.  Dow. 

1841->42. 
Knoch  U.  Weeks. 
Solomon  Cotton. 
Nathuniol  Merrill,  iiX. 

1813. 
Knoch  H.  Weeks. 
William  Pomeroy. 
BuBsell  F.  Clifford. 

.  18U. 
Isaac  Merrill. 
Busaell  F.  Clifford. 
Steven  11  M.  Dow. 

1845. 
Isaac  Merrill. 
Kussell  F.  Clifford. 
James  S.  Merrill. 

184G. 
Samuel  L.  Merrill. 
James  8.  Merrill. 
James  Clement. 


1847. 
Jesse  Little. 
Solomon  Cotton, 
li-n  M.  Wooks. 

1818. 
Ji>HBc  Little. 
Ira  M.  Wooks. 
David  Smith. 

1848. 
.Samuel  L.  Merrill. 
David  Smith. 
Thomas  P.  Huckins. 

1880. 
Samuel  L.  Merrill. 
Thumas  P.  Huckins. 
Albe  C.  Weeks. 

1861. 
Samuel  L.  Merrill. 
All>e  C.  Weeks. 
Michael  P.  Merrill. 

1862. 
Samuel  L.  Merrill. 
Michael  P.  Merrill. 
Joticph  Clement. 

1863. 
David  Smitli. 
Jom*|»h  Clement. 
Jtuuilhan  I^itlle. 

1864. 
William  Pomeroy. 
Ezra  W.  Cleasby. 
James  Clement. 

1856. 
William  Pomeroy. 
Ira  Merrill. 
Eiiiich  It.  Weeks,  Jr. 

Ira  Memll. 

Knuoli  R.  Weeks,  Jr. 

Darius  Swain. 

1857. 
Sniaucl  L.  Merrill. 
Darius  Swain. 
Stephen  M.  lioynton. 


1868. 
Isaac  Merrill. 
Stephen  M.  Uoyutou. 
Nathaniel  Morrill,  M. 

186U. 
Russell  K.  Clifford. 
Nathaniel  Merrill,  id. 
Ezra  Libbey. 

18B0. 
Russell  F.  Clifford. 
Ezra  Libbey. 
Nathaniel  &lerriU,  2d. 

1881. 
Ira  Merrill. 
Nathaniel  Merrill,  2d. 
Caleb  L  Heath. 

1802. 
Ira  M.  Weeks. 
Caleb  I.  Heath. 
Geomro  ^'  Leonard. 

1803. 
Stevens  M.  Dow. 
George  £.  Leonard. 
James  S.  Merrill. 

lMM>*(i6. 
Iiii  M.  Weeks. 
Levi  C.  Whitchcr. 
Adouiram  WhiM'.lior. 

laoo-tiT. 

Enoch  R.  Weeks,  Jr. 
Georae  E.  Leonard. 
Calvin  W.  Cummings. 

1808. 
Stevens  M.  Dow. 
Walter  Libbey. 
Amos  Clement. 

1802). 
Ira  M.  Weeks. 
Walter  Libbey. 
Amos  Clement. 

1870. 
Ira  M.  Weeks. 
Arthur  Knanp. 
James  M.  Ulxby. 


TOWN  CLERKS. 


1779— Olmdlali  (Mciiu^nt,  (;  yvH. 
178G— ,l()8hua  Copp,  I 

1787— Joshua  Merrill,  1 
1788— Nuthauiel  Kiiiirlit,  2 
1790— Joshua  Copp,  2 

1795— Jonathan  Merrill,  10 
1803— Ezra  Bartlett,  2 

1805— Abel  Merrill,  1 

1800— Jonatlmii  Merrill,   1 


(4 
ii 

n 

ii 

a 


1818— ^Fosepli  Valrli,  Jr.,  2  yi-H. 

1820— Mosrs  1 1.  Clement,  7  * 

1  ' 
4  ' 
7  * 
6  * 

2  * 
13  ' 

9  < 


1827— Enoch  Ii.  Weeks, 
1828— Anson  Merrill, 
1831— Jesse  Little, 
1838— U.  K.  Clement, 
1844— Isaac  Merrill, 
184C— R.  K.  Clement, 
1869— Albo  C.  Weeks, 
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1807— Abol  Morrill,  2  yre. 

1809— Jomithaii  Morrill,  2  " 
1811 — Boiijaiiiiii  Morrill,  2 
1813— TlioiiiJis  Whipple,  2 
1815 — Joiiatlitiii  Morrill,  1 
1816 — Joseph  Patch,  Jr.,  1 
1817— llobert  Baru8,         1 


1861— Daniel  Q.Clcmoiit,  3  jrs. 
1864— R.  K.  Cloinoiit,  1 
1866— William  Pomeroy,  2 
1867— Samuel  B.  Page,  1 
1868— James  B.Eastman,  2 
1870— Nathan  Harris,        1 


UEPJIESENTATIVES. 


1 
1 
2 
2 
2 


1784— Obadiah  Clement,  2  yra. 
1789— William  Tarleton,  1    '* 
17<):(--,J<)iiutlmn  Merrill,  3 
1797— William  Butler,      2 
1800— William  Tarletou, 
1801— Abol  Morrill, 
1806— Ezra  Bartlett, 
1808— Abol  Merrill, 
1811—   '*         *' 
1814-^oseph  Patch,  Jr.,  2 
1817—    "  "  4 

1822— Amos  Tarleton,  2 
1826— Abol  Merrill,  2 

1828— Jacob  Patch,  1 

1830— Moses  II.  Clement,  1 
1831— Enoch  R,  Weeks,  2 
lR33-^Ta<M)b  Patch,  1 

1834— Mosos  il.  Clement,  1 
1835— tlacob  Patch,  1 


(( 
ti 
it 
tt 
it 
it 
it 
tt 
it 
tt 
tt 
it 
it 
it 
it 


1836— Moses  II.  Clement,  1 
I8:w—   '*  "        1 

1839— Enoch  R.  Woekfl,  1 
1340— Jesse  Little,  8 

1842— WilUam  Clough,  2 
1814— Russell  K.  Clement  2 
1846— Jonathan  Little,  2 
1848— R.  K.  Clement,  I 
1849— Levi  C.  Whitcher,  2 
1861— WilUam  Pomeroy,  2 
1863— Isaac  Menill,  1 

1854— R.  K.  Clement,  1 
1865— Isaac  Merrill,  8 

1858— James  Clement,  2 
1860— Ira  M.  Weeks,  2 
1862— James  M.  Bixby  2 
1864— Samncl  B.  Page,  6 
1870— George  U*.  Putnam,  1 


yrs. 
« 

a 
a 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
(t 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 
tt 


MODERATORS. 

Joshua  Copp,  1779,  '82,  '98,  '99. 

Thomas  Olark,  1780,  '81. 

William  BuUer,  1783,  '84,  '87,  '88,  '91,  94,  1801. 

Stevens  Merrill,  1785,  '89,  '90. 

Absalom  Potcra,  1786. 

ICphmim  True,  1792. 

Tliomas  lioynlon,  1793,  '95. 

Abel  Merrill,  1776,  1802,    '3,  '5,  '7,  '10,  '12,  '13  '14,  '16,  '17,  '18, 

'19,  '20,  '26. 
Anson  Welch,  1797. 
Ezra  Bartlett,  1800,  '8,  '11. 
Obadiah  Clement,  1804. 
Jonathan  Memll,  1806,  '9. 
Daniel  Patch,  1816,  '21,  '22,  '23,  '24. 
George  Libbey,  1826,  '86,  '37,  '38,  ':^!>,  '40,  '42. 
JiM-^)b  I*al4-Ji,  1827,  '28,  '29,  '30,  '31,  '32,  '33,  '84. 
Anson  Morrill,  ia*l5. 
Isaac  MerriU,  1841,  '43,  '48,  '62,  '68. 
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William  Pomeroy,  1844,  '45,  '47. 

Fniiiois  A.  OiikIiiiiaii,  IB^iti. 

Micluiul  r.  Munill,  IH^i'J,  7M»,  '51,  'M,  W»,  5(i,  '57, 

Williaiii  LiUlo,  1858,  '5il,  'Gt). 

Euoch  It.  Weeks,  Jr.,  l»<il,  '02,  'frl,  'iu\  'C7. 

Samuel  B.  Page,  1863,  '60,  '68,  '69. 

George  F.  Putnam,  1870. 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


1829. 

1844. 

.      1852. 

David  C.  Fi'eucli. 

Mieluiel  P.  Merrill. 

Micliael  P.  Merrill. 

Horatio  W.  Ileatli. 

David  Smith. 

Robert  £  Merrill. 

James  M.  Williams. 

1830. 

1845. 

1853. 

Jacob  Patch. 

David  Smith. 

James  M.  Williama. 

Anaon  Merrill. 

.  Michael  P.  MerriU. 

Ira  Merrill. 

Jonathan  Little. 

James  M.  Williams. 

1831. 

1846. 

1854,  '55,  '56,  '69,  '70. 

Isaac  Merrill,  2d. 

Michael  P.  Merrill. 

Ira  Merrill. 

Job  E.  Men-ill. 

Dudley  B.  Cotton. 

ItuatJoU  h\  CHIVord. 

Ira  M.  Weeks. 

1857. 
Dudley  B.  Cotton. 

1832. 

1847. 

Jonathan  Little. 

David  SmiUi. 

1858, '69. 

John  L.  Merrill. 

Dudley  B.  Cotton. 

Russell  F.  CUflbnL 

Nath'i  Merrill,  2d. 

fra  M.  Weeks. 

1860. 

1833. 

1848-'49. 

William  Little. 

Job  E.  Merrill. 

Dudley  B.  Cotton. 

Stevens  M.  Dow. 

Ii*a  Merrill. 

1861. 

Knssell  K.  Clement. 

James  M.  Williams. 

Alphonzo  G.  French 

1835. 

1850. 

1862, '65, '66, '67, '68. 

•Job  E.Merrill. 

WUIiam  Merrill. 

Samuel  B.  Page. 

Stevens  M.  Dow. 

Albe  C.  Weeks. 

Anson  Menill. 

Joseph  B.  Cotton. 

1863. 
Ira  M.  Weeks. 

1837. 

1851. 

Jesse  Little. 

Wllliuni  Merrill. 

IHGI. 

Moses  Merrill. 

Joseph  B.  C/Otlon. 

Josiiili  llao[>er. 

RusseirK.  Cleineut. 

James  M.  AVilliums. 

• 

POPULATION   AT  DIFFERENT 

PERIODS 

1780— (about)  125 

1820—                544 

1860—             1,152 

1790—               20(5 

1830—                702 

1870—               960 

1800—               'X\G 

1H40—              9;^ 

1810—               506 

1850—                872 

APrBNDIX. 
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MONEY  TAX. 


1779— 

£100 

1810— 

$0.00 

1841— 

$400.00 

1780- 

150 

1811— 

0.00 

1842— 

800.00 

1781-- 

500 

1812— 

300.00 

1843— 

1,000.00 

1782— 

♦4  1-2 

1813— 

J  00 .00 

1844— 

1,200.00 

1783— 

6 

1814— 

245.00 

1845— 

660.00 

1784— 

5 

1815— 

0.00 

1846— 

626.00 

J7H5— 

0 

IHIG— 

ao.oo 

1847— 

425.00 

1780- 

5 

1817— 

r.0.00 

18^18— 

1,<KK).(H) 

1787— 

0 

1818— 

:;o.oo 

1849— 

900.00 

1788— 

3 

1819— 

75.00 

1850— 

700.00 

1789— 

0 

1820— 

50.00 

1851— 

800.00 

1790— 

9 

1821—  • 

:to.oo 

1852— 

600.00 

1791— 

6* 

1822— 

40.00 

1863— 

600.00 

1792— 

0 

1823— 

50.00 

1864r- 

660.00 

1793— 

4  1-2 

1824— 

75.00 

1866— 

800.00 

1794— 

G 

1825— 

00.00 

1856— 

1,200.00 

1795— 

3 

1826— 

75.00 

1857— 

1.200.00 

179C— 

0 

1827— 

i:.().00 

1858— 

1 ,200.00 

1797— 

$13.33 

1828— 

2iH).00 

1859— 

1,600.00 

1798— 

10.00 

1829— 

cW)0.00 

186Q— 

1,600.00 

1799— 

0.00 

1830— 

•2JKJ.00 

1861— 

1,600.00 

1800— 

13.00 

1831— 

200.00 

1862— 

1,600.00 

1801 

0.00 

1832— 

200.00 

1863— 

1,600.00 

1802— 

15.00 

1833— 

150.00 

1864— 

4,000.00 

1803— 

30.00 

1834— 

150.00 

1865— 

4,000.00 

1804- 

70.00 

18;J5— 

t(M).00 

1866— 

4,000.00 

1805— 

KiO.OO 

I8:m 

::':.o.oo 

18()7— 

4,000.00 

180G— 

40.00 

1837— 

250.00 

1868— 

4,000.00 

1807— 

40.00 

1838— 

aoo.oo 

1869— 

4,000.00 

1808— 

75.00 

1839— 

4<H).00 

1870— 

4,000.00 

1809— 

80.00 

1840— 

GOO.OO 

*  SUyer  money. 

• 

TiAWYEllS. 

• 

Tho  following  i)ei'80UB  Itave  praclicod  law  iu  Wanx^n: — 

«lusKi*ii  B.  iiiLL— 1865to  1867. 

JosKrii  W.  Arminuton — 1861,  a  short  timo. 

Sahukl  B.  Page- iVom  1861  U)  1869«  Mr.  Page  was  bom 
at  Littleton,  N.  II.,  June  23,  1838.  lie  was  educated  at  Phillips, 
Kingston,  and  Lyndon  acmleniicR;  ^liidied  law  wiUi  Hon.  Ilarry 
Bingham,  of  Littleton,  and  gnulnalcd  at  the  Albany  Law  School 
in  1861.    In  1861  ho.  (unnnuMicod  the  pnutico  of  law  at  Wanxsn. 

in  the  course  of  the  next  six  years  ho  held  Uie  offices  of  mod- 
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erator,  town  clerk,  and  sdiool  oommitteey  and  also  represented  ibe 
town  for  seven  coiisecntivo  so^oiis  in  tlio  IjCgiBlntnro. 

As  a  represeutatiye  he  was  diligent,  worked  hard,  and  vrms 
always  in  his  place.  During  the  last  two  years  he  was  the  leader 
of  the  House,  and  as  a  debater  and  tactician  had  no  equals. 

Mr.  Page  received  the  degree  of  A.  M.  from  Dartmouth  Col- 
lege in  1868. 

He  married  Miss  Martha  C.  Lang  in  1860.  They  have  had 
three  children,  Child  L.,  William  H.,  and  Elizabeth  Berkley  Page. 

In  1869  he  removed  to  (Joncord,  N.  IL,  where  he  had  already 
foiined  a  law  partnership  with  tlon.  Ira  A.  Eastman  and  John  U. 
Albin,  with  the  firm  name  of  Eastman,  Page  A  Albin,  which 
still  continues. 

Gborob  F.  Putnam  — 1869  to — .  Mr.  Putnam,  the  son  of  John 
and  Almh*a  (French)  l^itnam,  was  bora  at  Croydon,  N.  H.,  Nov. 
6, 1841,  and  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  eight  children.  He 
fitted  for  college  iit  Thctford  Academy,  Tlietfonl,  Vt.,  amd  grmliia- 
tod  at  Norwich  UiiiverHily  in  iM6ii.  In  the  fall  oi'  lluil  year  lie 
commenced  the  study  of  law  with  N.  B.  Felton,  Esq.,  at  Haverhill, 
N.  H.,  where  he  i*cmained  till  the  summer  of  1866,  when  he  went 
into  the  office  of  Judge  C.  U.  Morrison,  and  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  at  Manchester,  Jan.  1,  1867.  Mr.  P.  commenced  the  practice 
of  law  at  HuvcHiill,  in  tlu;  summer  of  1867,  and  reiniiined  there 
until  tlie  summer  of  1869,  when  he  I'emoved  to  Warren. 

In  1866  and  'G7  he  was  superintendent  of  schools  in  Haverhill, 
and  in  1868  and  1869  rcpivscntcd  tliut  town  in  the  New  Hamp- 
shire Legislature.  In  1870  he  i-epreseuted  the  town  of  Warren  in 
the  Legislutm-e. 

Mi\  Putnam  iiiarried  Mury  R.  Reding,  daughter  of  Sylvester 
and  Ellen  D.  Reding,  Dec.  2*J,  1868,  at  Haverhill. 

Mr.  P.  is  u  young  miin  oC  tine  ability,  of  genial  and  courteoiif) 
manners,  and  williout  doubt  will  make  bis  mark  as  a  good  lawyer. 

PHYSICIANS. 

The  following  |)ei*8on8  bave  practiced  medicine  in  Wari*en : — 

Dr.  Joseph  Peteus  was  the  Arat.  He  came  in  1791,  and 
lived  in  town  about  two  years. 
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Dtt.  Lrvi  llooT — from  1796,  thi*co  yc5ar8. 

Dr.  Eziu  UAUTLErr  — from  1798  to  1812.  Dr.  Bartlcttwas 
the  Ron  of  Dr.  Josiah  Bartlott,  one  of  the  goveruors  of  Now 
Hampshii-Cy  and  came  to  Warron  in  1798.  For  a  short  sketch  of 
him  see  page  364. 

Dtt.  Thomas  Winri»i>:  practiced  in  town  tvom  1811  to  1814  . 
Dr.  Wiiipplo  wiis  born  at  Lebanon,  N.  LL.,  in  1787.  lie  attended 
the  common  school  of  his  distinct,  and  went  to  an  academy  for  a 
few  weeks  only.  In  Warren,  on  Bcccli  hill,  ho  studied  Latin  by 
the  light  of  Dr.  Bartlett's  great  fii^e-place,  and  also  medicine  with 
Dr.  B.  for  about  two  ycara.  He  completed  Ids  medical  studies 
with  Dr.  Natlian  Smitli,  at  TIanover,  N.  U.  Attended  lectures  at 
tlie  Dartmouth  Medical  College,  and  n^ccived  his  diploma  Aug.  4, 
1810. 

Dr.  Wliippic  practiced  medicine  a  short  lime  at  Bradford,  Vt., 
and  moved  to  WaiTen  in  1811.  While  at  .Warren  he  held  tlie  office 
of  town  clerk  and  selectman.  In  1814  he  removed  to  Wentworth, 
where  he  lived  till  liis  death. 

Dr.  Whipple  possessed  giHsat  ability,  had  excellent  success  in 
his  practice,  and  living  but  a  short  distance  from  Wari*en  practiced 
in  our  town  all  his  life,  llis  face  wm  Just  as  familliar  to  our  citi- 
zens 118  though  he  was  one  of  their  own  townsmen.  Jle  was  free 
and  easy  in  his  manuei*8,  and  the  people  wei*e  always  pleased  to 
see  him.  His  ai*gumentative  powers  were  good,  and  he  was  very 
keen  at  a  joke.  Only  one  man  in  Warren  dared  meet  him  in  argu- 
ment or  wit,  and  that  was  Stevens  Merrill,  son  of  ^Squire  Jona- 
tliau  Mori-ill.  Stevens  Merrill  was  **  enough  for  tlie  doctor,"  and 
the  latter  was  often  glad  to  shun  our  keen,  witty  farmer.  The 
docUn*  h:ul  a  powerful  memory  and  could  i*ecite  nearly  the  whole 
of  Virgil  and  Milton,  and  much  of  Sliakspeare.  Besides  his  prac- 
tice in  Warixsn  and  Wentworth  he  visited  patients  in  all  parts  of 
tJie  county  of  Grafton  and  in  neighboring  towns  in  Yennont. 

At  Wentworth  Dr.  Wliipple  held  neai'ly  every  town  office  in 
the  gift  of  the  people,  and  for  many  yoara  i-epresented  that  town 
in  the  Legishitura.  liis  greatest  triumph  was  the  passage*  of  the 
'<  Toleration  Act,"  in  1819.  By  it  ail  denominations  in  Now 
Uampshire  were  placed  upon  an  equality,  aud  every  mau  could 
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support  preaching  or  not,  as  he  felt  disposed.  In  the  discassioii  of 
the  act  in  the  llonso  of  ItcpreHontiitivcs,  Dr.  Whipple  oxliibiUMl 
talents  as  a  dcbaler,  eqnal  if  not  superior  to  any  man  in  tlio  State. 

In  1821,  ho  was  electcil  Representative  to  Congress,  and  ytub    . 
i-e-elected  in  18^3,  1825,  and  1827.    He  was  a  prominent,  hard- 
wori(ing  member,  and  as  a  debater  on  the  floor  of  the  House  had 
few  equals.    He  married  Phebe  Tabor  of  Bi'adford,  Vt. 

Secondly,  he  marrieil  IVicilla  Pierce  of  Royalton,  Vt.,  and 
their  cliildren  wero  Pricilhi  P.,  who  man-led  Dr.  Boney ;  Phobe 
T.,  who  manned  Ben  Aycr,  of  Manchester,  now  of  Chicago,  111.  ; 
and  Celia,  who  married  Mr.  Wallace,  of  Chicago.  The  hitter  is  a 
talented  lady  and  a  writer  of  considerable  ability. 

Dr.  Whipple  died  Jan.  23,  1835,  aged  forty-eight  years,  and 
was  buried  at  Wentworth. 

His  son,  Dr.  A.  A.  Whiiiple,  boni  in  Warren,  is  now  practic- 
ing medicine  at  Wentworth.  lie  is  a  man  of  line  ability.  Col. 
Thomas  J.  >Vliii>ple,  his  second  son,  is  a  lawyer  of  extensive  prac- 
tice, and  resides  at  Laconia. 

DR.  TUOMAS  AND  PHBUK  ( 7\»bor)  WHIPPIJi'8  FAMU.T  KBOORD. 

Alonxo  A.,  born  Feb.  27. 1811.  Waller  O^  born  Not.  — ,  ISIS. 

Thomas  J .,  bora  Jaa.  90, 181B.  Caroline  B.,  bora  Apr.  I,  Idtfti. 

Db.  Robebt  Burns  practiced  from  1816  to  1818,  when  he 
moved  to  Ilebi'on,  and  A-oin  thence  to  Plymouth.  lie  was  a  llep- 
i*esentative  in  Congi*ess  four  years. 

Dk.  John  Bkoadhead  —  ft-om  1818,  one  year.  Ue  was  the 
son  of  Uev.  John  Broadhcad,  Methodist  minister. 

Dk.  Lauan  Ladd  —  from  1820,  two  yeai*8.  lie  was  a  native 
of  Haverhill,  and  died  thoi-e  shortly  after  he  left  Wairen. 

Du.  OwiD  C.  FuKNcii  — from  1821  to  1870.  lie  was  a  son 
of  Joscpii  Ki-onoii,  one  of  Mu;  (•arly  6(;t(l(;i*H  of  Warren,  was  iMirii 
ill  town,  and  now  at  llio  n<;e  of  ci<^hty  years  is  still  in  active  iniu*- 
ticc. 

Du.  Jksse  Little  —  fi-oni  1830  to  1805.  lie  was  the  son  of 
Allies  Little,  who  cHine  to  Warren  in  1789.  Dr.  Little  studied 
medicine  with  Dr.  Thtinms  Whipple,  and  graduated  at  the  Dart- 
mouth Medical  College,  Hanover,  N.  il.,  in  1828.     He  pnicticed 
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first  at  rjiiiidan*,  iiiid  moved  to  Wunxsii  in  18.^).  lie  licld  cvorv 
office  ill  the  gilt  of  his  townsmen,  and  rcprascntcd  the  town  in  tlie 
Legislature  in  1840  and  1841.    He  died  at  Warren,  July  29,  1865. 

Dr.  Jamks  Emery  —  from  1845,  one  year. 

Dit.  Moody  D.  Pagr — in  1849.  lie  lived  at  the  old  Jlomans 
plaiio,  I<la8t-|)art4). 

Dr.  a.  Buswbll— from  1852  to  1854. 

Dr.  Alpuonzo  G.  Frbncu  —  from  1853  to  1862.  He  was  a 
son  of  Dr.  David  C.  French,  graduated  at  the  Medical  School  at 
Hanover,  in  1853,  and  died  in  California,  in  180/). 

Dr.  Moses  C.  Eaton— from  1804  to  1869. 

Dr.  John  F.  Willey,  (eclectic)— from  18G0  to  1865.  He  is 
a  son  of  Natliau  Willey,  and  a  nephew  of  Dr.  1).  C.  French.  Dr. 
Willcy  returned  to  Wan-en  in  1870. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Manning,  (eclectic) — from  1868. 

Dr.  Robert  E.  Merrill  —  from  1869.  IIo  was  tlie  son  of 
Samuel  Merrill,  and  was  born  in  the  Eastrparte  district;  graduated 
at  the  Medical  School  at  Iliuiovcr,  and  nller  practicing  nuiny  years 
at  Mercditli,  Pembroke,  and  Laconia,  moved  to  Wan^cn. 

COLLEGE  GRADUATES. 

Joseph  Merrill,  eldest  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Copp) 
Merrill,  was  born  Oct.  19,  1788.  lie  in  a  great  measure  fitted 
himself  for  college,  and  gnulnatcd  at  DartnioiMli  in  1814;  being 
the  tirst  iiernon  born  in  Warren  who  rcccivtHl  colloge  honors.  He 
then  ongagtMl  a  ycnr  an<l  a  half  in  Iracliing  in  ilaverhill,  at  the 
same  time  diligently  pursuing  the  study  of  law.  Thence  he  re- 
moved to  Marblehead,  Mass.,  still  succcssAilly  occupying  himself 
in  teaching,  ilere  his  theological  views  and  religions  character 
took  definite  shaiK),  and  having  made  a  public  profession  in  1818, 
he  entered  niN>n  (he  study  of  theology,  under  liev*.  Samuel  Dana.  • 
In  June,  1K20,  he  was  licensed  to  preach,  and  was  ordained  Nov. 
15,  of  the  same  year,  pastor  of  the  Evangelical  Congn*gatioual 
Church  bi  tlie  East  Parish  of  Dracat.  There  he  remained  thirteen 


jmn.   Ho  took  graaft  hilareii  ia  ll»  pdilie  idbooli,  oBd 
■MatioB  b  alM  ndb  ofhte  MTviiM  to  ll»  iMMifrie  oTLd^^ 
Infta^  of  tiuU  dty.    Am  the  uamait  OomiggilioMil  pMtor  li» 
In  eouftaiit  leqnoit  fiur  paatoisl  dntles  tofMn  a^  lialit— 
•atttadtfaen.    Hitefanvdiiii  DnaU  waa  Maaed Ani^Ua 
ialiy  with  thraa  diatlBMt  periodi  of  apaoial  nifival. 

OcL  16, 18SS;  lie  ramofed  to  Acworlli,  N.  H^  whaaa  hm 
aatttad  aboQi  five  ]raan.    Wliile  bara  U  b  aaid  tiiaf  ka  waa 
voted  with  HA  eonfidanea  and  aftetton  of  kbpaopla;  tkallia 
enciand  dignified  in  iieniNiy  genial  and  afiUda  in  Ma 
and  aoond  and  intonating  aa  a  pieaelwr.''    Wlfli  tlie 
Ha  great  raTlvaliflt»  Bnidiaid,  ninetH^  pataoni 
and  added  to  Ua  dmich  In  1895. 

In  lfi88  lie  lemoved  to  Welifieei»  MMa.,  and  fiir  a 
time  waa  engagoil  aa  a  revlvaliai  in  diflfaient  ptaeea,  wlOi  grant 
anaeaaa.  In  llMU  In  letnniod  to  Draenl  and  waa  paator  of  Hn 
aiuirdi  in  the  Weat  Furidi  finr  eight  yeaia.  He  wm  then  eleciedi 
fiir  two  yean  a  menilier  of  the  Legialatnn  ai  Maanfiinanttaj  and 
allarwaida  raaided  in  Lowell. 

Mr.  Merrill  nuuried  Eleanor  Hapiea,  of  Ronnay,  in  181S. 
Thair  ddldren  wen: — 


Mtfi  Amm,  ban  April  U,  laia.      amaia^tamMb.1^1 
DtodlUjVinft.  ll«7.bOTmJaA.a,l3L 


HantetW.,  ban  April  11,1819.  BUsibalh,  ban  Manh  T.  Ifla. 

KlMMirH..banJaii.7.181tt.  Martha,  ban  Dae.  7,  ttHi 

Joaaph  A.,  ban  SapC  U,  WW. 

Rev.  Mr.  Merrill  died  at  Lowell,  Nov.  SI,  1866,  aged  68 
In  theology  Mr.  M.  waa  a  decided  though  not  an  nltn  Gahrlniat. 
He  left  behind  him  ueariy  fourteen  hundred  written  aenMMia,  m 
part  only  of  those  which  he  prepared  and  preached,  and  a 
raudum  lu  his  haud  writing  records  that  lie  preached  8,077 
during  thirty  yean  of  hb  ministry,  flrom  mannacript,  beaidea  all 
liiri  iiiiwriiloii  scniioiiH,  lec^iiinw,  ainl  mhlnMWK. 

William  Littlk,  son  of  Jesse  and  Sosaii  Copp  {Merriii) 
Little,  bom  March  20,  1833;  graduated  at  Dartmonth,  1859; 
studied  law  and  practiced  at  Manchester,  N.  II. 

Georub  Leroy'  Glkasom,  son  of  Rev.  Salmon  and  Jenute 
iWUlard)  Gleason,  was  bom  Feb.  25, 1885;  graduated  at  Dart- 
month,  1861 ;  studied  at  the  Andover,  Maaa.,  Theological  Sdiooly 
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and  pi*eachcd  at  llutlaud,  Yt.,  and  at  Manchester,  Mass.  Ue  was 
ordained  pastor  of  the  Cougi-egatioual  Church  at  Bristol,  V t.,  Feb. 
1,  1866. 

John  Merrill,  son  of  Abel  and  Tamar  (Kimball)  Merrill ; 
bom  March  4, 1786 ;  eutei*ed  Dartmoutli  1806.  He  died  while  a 
member  of  the  sophomore  class.  The  following  lines  are  to  be 
found  on  his  tombstone : — 

lloliuM  tliv  bloomiiiff  vuiitli  Ih  Kiinv; 

Tlio  much  loved  objcci'R  nod: 
Kntcrcd  his  long  etcrnnl  home, 

And  nnmbci'od  with  iho  dcnd. 

Uuk  he  Hhnll  Itvo  and  rise  ngnhi 

Knrobod  iu  bright  army ; 
Shall  take  his  part  in  heaTeuly  straius, 

in  E?erlasting  day. 

Lkiiuel  Meruu.l,  son  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  (Copp)  Merrill; 
born  Nov.  8,  1793;  ciitci*ed  Dartmouth  College  in  1814,  but  did 
notgmdnate.  lie  i>tudicd  hiw  and  practiced  with  good  success, 
acquiring  a  large  property,  at  Tuskega,  Ala.    He  died  about  1862# 

Gi<x)u<}K  Alfred  Little,  son  of  Jesse  and  Susan  Copp 
(Met fill)  jjittlc,  born  Ma}'  23,  1847,  and  entered  Dailmouth  in 
1867. 

Tlie  following  have  received  college  honors : — 

MosES  II.  BixHY  —  Uie  degree  of  A.  M.,  in  1868,  at  Dartmouth. 

Samuel  IJ.  Page  —  the  degree  of  A.  M.,  in  1868,  at  Dartmouth. 

George  F.  Putnam  —  tlie  degree  of  A.  M.,  in  1870,  at  Dart- 
mouth. 

The  following  Metliodist  minis!  crs  have  preached  in  town : — 

liev.  Elijah  K.  Sabin.  Rev.  N.W.A8])inwall.  Rev.  James  Martin. 

Tliohias  Skocl.  (*.  It.  Ihinliiig.  J.  A.  Swoatland. 

tlool  Wincli.  J.  W.  Moroy.  Silas  (I.  Kellogg. 

«lacob  Sanborn.  Phi ne^is  Peck.  S.  Jlolman. 

John  Lord.  S.  A.  CuFliing.  J.  A.  Scarritt. 

Wm.  Plumbl}'.  Eiios  Wtills.  L.  L.  Eastman. 

John  Davis.  R.  Dearborn.  RuAis  Tilton. 

Walter  Sleeper.  Moses  MimtiII.  O.  II.  Call. 

Newell  Culver.  J.  W.  Sanborn.  James  Adams. 

Charles  Baker.  Salmon  (tlraAon.  Charles  Smith. 

Nathan  llowo.  It.  U.  Ilovt.  tlosiah  llimper. 

Damon  Young.  Kimball  I Indloy.  W.  11.  Jones. 

Caleb  Dustin.  L.  D.  Hlodgett. 

J.  11.  Hardy.  Samuel  Baker. 
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The  following  Free-will  Baptist  ministers  have  preadied  in 
town : — 

Itov.  flo80|»li  IkMMly.     \Uiv,  «l2iin<M  8|ion(^ir.  Itev.  il.  \Y.  Co«^wcll. 
Jos.  IUmnIy,  Jr.  Joseph  Quiniliy.  .1.  MoiiHoii. 

L^witflhirnniiui.         Aniusa  Mosser.  Sarmant. 

Thomas  Perkins.         Aaron  Buzwell.  Horace  Webber. 

J.  Marks.                      8.  Doane.  J.  I>.  Cross. 

John  Wallace.  Leavitt. 

The  following  Univci-salist  ministers  liave  prcaclicd  in  town : — 

Itev.  John  K.  I'alnicr,  18.18  to  IHIl  Itev.  Clias.  C.  Cbirk,lK.V2  to  IS6S 
8.  A.  Johnson,    1811  *'  1815  8.  >V^.  8(|uiro,    185:1  <<  IH.VJ 

Alson  8cott,        1845  '<  1^9  T.  Uarrou,         1858  <<  1861 

MaceyB.Ncwell,1849 ''  1851 

eHOlUSTERS. 

Samuel  Knight.  Oaipt.  Benj.  IJUlo.       Gen.  M.  P.  Merrill. 

8uinuol  Merrill.  .losoph  Boynton.  Oapt.  IraM.  Wceb. 

Junies  Dow.  Dr.  Jesse  Little.  William  Merrill. 

Paul  Taher.*  i  oL  8.  M.  Dow.  Alhert  Bixby. 

*  TaImu*  wiw  a  bi-oilicr-iii'luMr  of  l>r.  TIuhmiiii  Whlppto. 

POSTMASTERS. 

Amos  Bn Hon.  AsaTlmrstim. 

Anson  Merrill.  (ieorse  W.  Prescott. 

Dr.  Jesse  Little.  Charles  C.  Durant. 

Dr.  David  ( '.  l<^*encli.  Russell  K.  Clement. 

I^vi  C.  AVhitcher.  Ezm  BartlcU  Eaton. 

The  following  are  persons  born  in  Wan*en  who  afterwards 
became  lawyers : — 

Lemuel  Merrill,  pi*acHoed  at  Tuskegu,  Alabama. 
Joseph  F.  Merrill,  practiced  in  Port  Huron,  Michigan. 
Benjamin  Bixhy,  pnicticed  in  Ohio. 
William  liiUle,  ])niclii'cd  in  Manchester,  N.  II. 

The  following  aixj  in^rsons  once  living  in  Warren,  who  after- 
wards became  ministers  of  the  gospel: — 

Rev.  Joseph   Mkrrii.l,  Congregationalist.     (See  biography, 
page  539.) 

Rkv.  Fukdkkick  Clakk,  ordained  in  Wari-en  in  1817,  in  the 
barn  at  the  forks  of  tlio  turnpike  and  Coventry  road. 
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liBv.  HouACK  W£UBKR^  Free-will  Baptist^  ordained  in  War- 
ren in  1830).  CoJ.  Moses  II.  Clement  objected  U)  liis  being  ordained 
in  WniTen,  nnless  lie  would  sign  acquittance  to  Uie  minister  lands, 
wliicli  Mr.  Webber  did. 

Rev.  Charles  Bowles,  Free-wifl  Biqitist.  (See  sketch  on 
page  286.) 

Ukv.  Moskh  Mkuuill,  Meiliodist.  lie  wiis  born  on  Beech 
hill,  in  Warren,  «lune  26,  18()2,  and  i^  < lie  son  ofNatlianiel  Mernll, 
and  grandson  of  ll(^v.  Nathaniel  MimiHI,  of  Bosr>awen,  who  was 
the  brother  of  SU^vens  and  «loRhua  Murrill,  early  sett1ei*s  of  Wai'- 
ren.  Mr.  Merrill  was  an  excellent  school  teacher  as  well  as  minis- 
ter, and  the  writer  of  this  owes  much  to  his  teaching  and  encour- 
agement. 

Uev.  Ezekirl  Dow,  Congi-cgntionalist.  He  is  the  son  of 
tFames  Dow,  and  was  born  on  Pine  hill  in  Warren,  Apiil  9^  1807. 

UeV.  Ciiaklks  Bowles,  Jr.,  Coiigregationalist.  lie  was.  or- 
dained as  minister  at  Bridgewater,  N.  n.,  in  1825,  and  preached 
there  three  and  one-half  years. — Hist,  of  N.  II.  Chm'ches,  615. 

IIkv.  Hkuku  KiMitALL,  Moniiou.  He  wha  a  great  high  priest 
in  his  church,  and  next  to  Brigham  >'(>ung  in  authority.  At  his 
death  he  left  an  estate  valued  at  ♦«(),<)<)(),  and  forty-one  childi*eii, 
thirty  sour  and  eleven  daughters,  io  Rhare  it.  When  in  Wari*en  he 
used  to  tend  bar  for  Mr.  Anson  Merrill,  and  soil  mm  to  the  cus- 
tomers. 

Uev.  Addison  Patch,  Methodist.  He  was  the  son  of  Joseph 
Patch,  Jr. 

Ukv.  William  Bixby,  Methodist. 

Benjamin  Bixur,  Methodist. 

George  W.  Bixbt,  Calvin  Baptist. 

Uev.  Moses  H.   Bixbt,  Calvin    Baptist.    Uev.  Mr.  Bixby, 

tlie  son  of  Itonjaniin  ami {Clcasby)  Bixby,  •was  boni  in 

Wari*en,  August  21,  1827.    At  the  a^r  of  twelve  yeara  he  expe- 
rienced i*eligion,  and  having  a  strong  conviction  that  he  would  at 
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sometime  preach  the  goepel,  he  entered  at  onoe  on  a  course  of 
preparation. 

lEu  begun  his  studios  at  tlie  Liteniry  and  'llieolo^cnl  Soiiihmry 
at  Newbury,  Vt.,  tlicu  uttondud  tlio  Kcniiiiury  at  l^orliy,  Vt.,  turo 
years,  and  liiiislied  his  coui'se  at  tlie  liaptist  College,  in  tlio  city  of 
Montreal,  where  he  enjoyed  decided  advantages,  being  instructed 
by  liev.  J.  M.  Cramp,  D.  1).,  and  liev.  Dr.  Davis,  of  London. 

Mr.  nixby  was  onhiiiio<l  to  tlie  gOR|)el  ministry  in  1849,  at  tlie 
ago  of  twenty-two  years,  at  Wlliistoii,  Vt.,  and  was  married  tliat 
year  to  Miss  Susan  C.  Dow,  daughter  of  Deacon  Oilman  Dow,  of 
Hard  wick,  Vt. 

After  fonr  years  of  pastoral  work  in  this  country  he  reoelyed 
an  appointment  of  the  American  Baptist  Missionary  Union,  as  a 
missionary  to  Burmah. 

For  four  years  he  labored  ardently  and  successfVilly  in  that 
country,  when  Mrs.  Bixby's  healtli  failed,  and  he  was  obliged  to 
return  home,    His  wife  shortly  after  dietl  at  Burlington,  yt. 

He  soon  after  settled  in  Providence,  U.  I.,  as  pastor  of  the 
Friendship  Street  Cliurcli,  and  afterwards  iiiarrie<1  Miss  Laura  A. 
Gage,  who  was  then  and  had  been  for  several  years  principal  of 
the  New  Hampton  Female  Seminary. 

In  1860  the  Missionary  Union  gave  him  an  appointment  as 
missionary  to  open  a  new  mission  in  Buimah,  for  the  Shaus. 

With  his  family  he  si»ciit  eight  ycai*s  at  (hat  staitioii,  and 
lal>oi'ed  with  signal  success,  when  failing  liealUi  cx>mpclled  him  to 
i-cturn  to  America. 

•  Ml*.  Bixby  is  now  setllctl  as  the  {uistor  of  the  Cranston  Street 
Baptist  Church,  Pi'ovidcnce,  U.  L  He  has  been  u  missionary  in 
Eastern  Asia  twelve  years,  and  a  pastor  in  this  country  eight 
years,  lie  luis  preached  (lie  (fosixil  in  ICuroiN),  Asia,  Africa,  and 
America,  wi(h  a  good  degree  of  success ;  and  the  denomination  to 
which  lie  U;lon<^s  hohls  him  in  liigh  e.s(eeni.  The  degix^o  of 
Master  of  Arts  was  confen*ed  upon  him  by'Dartmouth  College, 
while  he  was  absent  from  (he  country. 

Mr.  B.  has  eiglit  bro(hei*s,  live  of  whom  have  been  ministers 
of  the  gospel.  Their  names  are  found  in  (he  accompanying  list  of 
ministers.  His  father  and  mother  are  still  living  at  Wantiu,  aged 
respectively  eighty  and  seventy-five  ycare.    His  grandfatlicr,  Wm. 
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Cloasby,  died  in  Warren,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  ytors.  We  give 
tiiis  extended  account  of  Mr.  B.  for  wo  regard  him  as  one  of  the 
most  able  and  eloquent  of  Warren's  sons. 

Rev.  Dudley  C.  Bixbt,  Calvin  Baptist. 
William  Merrill^  Methodist. 
Addison  W.  Eastman,  Methodist. 
Gkouge  Leuov  Gleason,  Congregatioiialist. 

Charles  W.  Cusiiman,  Methodist. 

George  C.  Noyes,  Methodist. 

James  M.  Copp,  Methodist. 

Lafayette  W.  Parker,  Methodist. 

Timothy  Clifford,  Methodist. 

John  French,  Spiritualist. 

The  following  are  persons  once  living  in  Warren  who  after- 
wards became  doctors : — 

Dr.  ELiniALKT  Con*.  Ho  was  tlio  sou  of  Joshua  Copp,  and 
pi'acticed  in  New  Jersey. 

Dr.  David  C.  French. 

Jesse  Little. 

Alonzo  a.  Whipple. 

Levi  B.  Foot. 

Dr.  William  Merrill,  lie  was  the  son  of  Abel  Merrill, 
graduated  at  the  Dartmouth  Medical  School,  Uanover,  and  after 
practicing  a  short  time  at  Lisbon,  died. 

Dr.  Levi  Bartlett,  son^of  Dr.  Ezra  Bartlett. 
JosiAii  Bartlett,  son  of  Dr.  Ezra  Bartlett. 
ItoiiERT  E.  Mkriull. 
Horatio  Heath. 
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Db.  Tkistbaii  IIatnes.  He  removed  to  Veimoni,  opened  a 
great  water-cure  establishment  and  home  for  invalids ;  amasaed  a 
lai^  fortune,  and  died  leaving  an  estate  of  over  fifty  thousand 
dollars. 

Db.  AVorcesteb  Eatok  BonrroN.  Dr.  Boynton,  the  son  of 
Samuel  IT.  and  Mehitable  (Clark)  Boynton,  was  bom  on  Beech 
hill,  Warren,  Iklarch  26, 1824.  His  early  education  was  acquired 
at  the  common  schools,  and  at  Newbury,  Yt.,  Seminary.  Ho  ro- 
ccivcd  a  diploma  ft'om  the  l^Icdical  University  of  New  York,  and 
also  another  diploma  H'oni  the  Musm.  MiMliail  <^)11(^,  and  c^hii- 
uicnced  the  pnictico  of  medicine  at  East  llopkinton,  N.  II.,  in 
1851.  He  lias  since  practiced  in  Concord,  Nashua,  Dover,  and 
Lawrence,  Mass.,  at  which  latter  place  he  is  now  located.  He  is 
the  inventor  of  the  ''  Electric  Med.  Lung  Flannels, "  for  which  he 
was  awarded  a  diploma;  and  of  a ''  Lung  Barometer"  of  acknowl- 
edged merit.  He  is  also  the  author  of  several  medical  works,  of 
which  his  ti'catise  on  the ''  Human  Eye,"  the  ''Medical  Instructor,'' 
and  the  ''  Private  Mcdic:il  Ijocturas,"  are  the  most  inii>ortant. 
These  works  were  all  well  received  by  the  public.  Dr.  Boynton 
lias  liad  excellent  success  in  his  pracdoe.  Ho  is  the  pi-oprictor  of 
several  kinds  of  medicine  which  find  a  ready  sale  in  different  parts 
of  the  world.  One  brother,  David  M.  Boynton,  and  his  only  sis- 
ter, Mrs.  Bixby,  also  reside  in  Lawixincc.  Dr.  B.  married  Miss 
Ada  A.  Lane,  of  Nashua,  N.  11.,  in  1857. 

Dii.  Alphonzo  G.  French. 

Du.  John  F.  Willky. 

Dk.  Francis  L.  Geuai.d.  1  le  graduated  at  the  Medica^cliool 
in  Philadelphia,  and  is  a  young  physician  of  much  promise.  He 
is  now  located  at  Nashua,  N.  Tl. 

AnLITARY  OFFICERS. 

The  following  pei-sons  who  have  lived  in  Wan-en  have  held 
military  positions.  "^ 

Gen.  Michael  P.  Merrill. 

Gen.  Absalom  Peters.    He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Revola- 


A.i  ^. 
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Col.  Obaclinh  Clement. 

William  Torleton.  Ho  was  a  Captoin  iu  the  Revolution. 
Benjamin  Stone.    He  was  a  Captain  in  the  Bevolution 
and  drew  a  pension  of  $216  a  year.) 

David  Patch.  He  commanded  as  Captain  in  the  1812  war. 

.  

Moses  H.  Clement. 
Benjamin  Clement. 
Isaac  MciTill. 
Stevens  M.  Dow. 

Mo).  Daniel  Patch.    Ho  was  also  a  Quaiiermaster  in  the  1812 
war. 
True  Stevens. 
Simeon  S.  Clifford. 
Ira  Libbey. 

Capt.  William  Butler.  Capt.  .Jonathan  Clough. 

Stephen  Flanders.  Greorge  Libbey. 

James  Aiken.    He  was  a  Benjamin  Little. 

Capt.  in  the  Revolution.  John  Low. 

John  Mills.  He  was  a  Cap-  llosea  Lund, 

tain  in  the  Revolution.  Russell  K.  Clement. 

David  S.  Craigo.  Moses  H.  Clement,  Jr. 

Joseph  Patch,  Jr.  John  L.  Mcnill. 

Jonathan  Rimiscy.  Joseph  Merrill. 

Daniel  Men-ill.  Ira  Merrill. 

Benjamin  Meri'ill.  Stephen  Marston. 

Samuel  L.  Merrill.  Ira  M.  Weeks. 

Perkins  Fellows.  lie  was  Isaac  Sawtolle. 

a  Lieut,  in  1812  war.  Dudley  B.  Cotton. 

Stephen  Richardson.  David  Hams. 

Joseph  Rollins.  Nathan  Harris. 

William  Clough.  Nathaniel  Merrill. 
Enoch  R.  Weeks. 


The  following  i*  tKe  rtcord  of  the  DivUiwu  of  LoU  in  the  tovm- 
Mp  of  Wartvn,  a*  they  were  drawn  to  their  teveral  original 
right*,  and  entered  on  the  original  ptan,  vix: — 

riBST  DIVISIOM  or  LOTS. 


N.I...  u.  !-.«>.'..«.«.. 

1 

'tti. 

Kahm  4ir  l-MorHHtnius. 

iro. 

Thani»Tni 

I 

JoeUhUiitMl  .       .       .       . 

Ebeueut  SUreni,  Kh|. 

I 

Malliuilel  Bamll.  Eiq. 

I 

EbenraerWorrOI       .       .       ■ 

rbllllpTUtoa      ... 

SS?-:  : 

1 

BbeoMwCfllUni      .      .      . 

AnniaClDuli     .       .       .       . 
Cup).  Juhii  Uuaa 

ructcomu  .      .     . 

1 

HculBiiTnio       .       .       .       . 

l)«iiel  face .       .      . 

Capt.  Bnhnim  Rroim 
JoM|<uWbi(el«r.       . 

i 

»«°ry  Morrill     '.'.'.'. 

■i 

J...H»iirmK!«     .       .       .       . 

Ju«a  .U  lllauclinn),  Kvi. 

JiH»>b  lluok,  i;w|.      . 

Ka<Ara|n.       .       . 
Stagihen  Wabiler 

t 

JoliDHmb        .       .       .       . 

3 

3 

Joiimlliu  ttn^vler,  K-q.    .       . 

Sil«Nowoll.       .       . 

3 

s 

TniBwortliy  L.dil      .       .       . 

Jo«aph  Qnalaj    . 

i 

t 

Cpi.J.All'p«*BT      .          .          . 

BenJ.  French,  Jr.       .       . 

J>^a.jVft\M»,,'v:«i. 

s 

The  SoBlttr  for  PropwOiBg 

Junu  Nb* in.  Kin. 

1 

tho  Uoapol       .... 

ADilnwUracler  .       . 

& 

NiUiHiicI  L-unier 

MaUiuilel  «OoL.I .       . 

§SF"""'; 

IlL-nJamjiiUlnuKii.      .       .       . 

h'n.ii.'i.  llolchL-klor   .       .       . 

9 

Knocli  Uiaw       .       .       .       . 

TbctMloro  Atkimaa,  Jr. 

lA 

Mo«M  mjpi  .       .       . 

3 

Ilyer  Hook  .'.'.'.' 

Wm.  WliltclKT     .       . 

JaclHiulo.       .       .       . 

DnYiacTough 

D«iaUorriU     .       . 

JoMpb  Pkge 

7    1  Scliool  lot    ...       . 

Smmuiil  Dnaier     .       . 

1    '' 

B      Joim  Darling      .       .       . 

JoM|.hTlllon        .       .        . 

1.1 

0      ItBiilnj..  t™o      .       .        . 

il  Win.  Parkor,  Jr.,  tittii  loU  bcios  fkcn  Iota 
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Naubs  or  FnorRiETons. 


DacM  Mnrrill 
Joilab  IlarUcK, 
Cnpt.  John  Hiu 


^VllMan 


Kiionli  (Jlin*o 

■  n  riiTtiT.Jr. 


JcuBiih  Tillaii 
Cniit.  •Inhn  I'arki 
riiilliix  Tlllon 
Dnvlil  Ulungh 
Stephen  IVebitai 
Hon.  Nnlhanlol  Bamll 


Tmcwnrtli;  Lulil 


Aamnel  I 'ago . 
Sflmucl  OhooiI    . 
CavL  Tims.  Plena 
Benjamin  Fnnob 
Jacoli  CurrJor 
JonMlinn  Uroeler 
Jaoabllook  . 
JoHph  rago . 


tlanl.  donsh . 
Uapl.  (ieorgo  Jlnrc 


F  Pbopbibidbs. 


Joteph  Bla'nchniil 
tldpua  Untoliy,  . 
KiihrnimllroWK. 
I-.  tVJiIlL',  Rir  l<ro  >aUl<jn 
Knr«:h  I'nco 
DyrTlliHik   . 
.tniiinti  l>n>llev  . 
Silnn  NDvdl 
Thm.  Atklnion.Jr, 
Nntlianlol  Coirler 
llcnrj  Morrill     . 
Jaanthan  Ureoler 
Jorapli  Whllebtf 
linn  id  Pntic 


!K  NDTini 


JWoUBtor 
nfHoBln.!.] 
n  llnMbDlder 
nl'iwB,Jr,    . 
iQol  Vast 


rolor  C"ffln 
Alirahnm  Morrill 
Andrew  Uresley 


Thow  that  hare  two  lota  drawn  In  thla  dlrlnlon  la  to  make  ap  tm  their  Ant 
rieinn  lota  mat  were  taken  Into  Wentwortli. 

JmIt  7th,  1789.  Joaoph  fan  reF»i1«il  that  they  had  lalil  out  tb«  Uotemoi'l  EOS 
,n  Int.  anil  nlao  IT  lotn  nn  the  Xne  of  I'lormont. 
fetal  to  draw  aalil  Iota,  and  Uiojr  were  drawn  u  followi :— 


KAHIM  W  I'llOlIt 

™ 

™. 

i 

ot. 

Namkb  ov  rnontiKTOUS. 

1 

No. 

Samnrl  U»t^Hl    . 

UmiwI  Int 

Thmniu  Trni 
UbtIiI  Ulongli      . 

1 

11 

lA 
M 

i 

IB 

.rnaoph  llrmlof  . 
Illlnl»l<-r  lot 
Andrew  lireehiy 

S|*'- 

John  rnV,"jr.,  ' 
Iteleher  llnio      . 
.tniilnh  llarttdtt  . 
Kbonouir  rnga  . 

IB 

B 
11 

1 

650 
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At  a  meaOng  held  Oct.  SO.  1700,  at  Lemuel  Keeser'a  bm  In  Wentwortli,  (fteaarlr 
In  Warren)  the  foUowinff  lota  were  pitched  in  the 

THIRD  DIVISION. 


Namss  OV  PSOnUBTORS. 


WUllam  Parker.  Jr. 

John  Darling 

Jacob  Currier 

BeuJamin  Clongh 

ThomaaTme 

Jonathan  Greeley 

Daniel  Page . 

John  liarcn  . 

Joseph  Whitcher 

Francia  Batcheldor 

School    . 

Jacob  Hook  . 

Joaeph  Tilton 

Kbunexer  Morrill 

Itoiibcu  True 

Minister 

Aaron  Clongh.  Jr. 

Peter  Cottn.  Jr.*  . 

Moses  Qreeley,  of  Salisbury 

Silas  Nowell,  marked  60  on  trees 

John  Page    . 

Samuel  Page 

Abraliam  Morrill 

Josiah  Bartleit    . 

Reuben  French    . 

Nathaniel  Barrell 

Ebeoczor  Colhns . 

Henry  Morrill 

John  llatclieldcr  . 

Dyer  Hook    . 

Jonathan  Greeley 

Capt.  Goorgo  March 

Stephen  Webster, (pitch  $40) 

Ebenezer  Page,  (pitch  $42) 


No. 

of 

lot. 


Namss  ov  Pbopbictobi. 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

0 
10 
11 
li 
13 
14 
lA 
16 
17 
18 
10 

81 
tt 

23 
24 
25 

2G 
27 
28 
2U 
30 
31 
S3 
83 
34 


No. 

or 


Nathaniel  Currier 
Andrew  Greeley 
Samuel  Gravea  . 
Trueworthy  Ladd 
Jeremy  Webster 
Bphraim  Page    . 
Capt.  Thomaa  Pierce 
Andrew  Winin 
David  Clough    . 
James  Nevlna,  (pitch 
JoHuph  (irocley . 
John  Page,  Jr.  . 
NaUumiol  Fiileld 
Jncu>bGnlo. 
William  Whitclier 
ttamnel  Osgood . 
Jamea  Grayea   . 
Ephraim  Brown 
Bnoch  Chase 
Capt.  John  Hasen 
PhilUps  Tilton  . 
Moses  Page 
Lemuel  Stevens . 
Samuel  Dudley  . 
Joseph  Pago 
Knoch  Page 
Ebenezer  Stevenf 
Joseph  Blanchard 
Abel  l>uvU 
Tliooiloro  Atkinson, 
Belcher  Dole 
lieujamin  French,  Jr 
David  Morrill     . 
Capt.  John  Parker 


♦40) 


Jr. 


S6 

86 
SI 


41 

48 

4S 

44 

45 

4G 

47 

4M 

411 

60 

01 

08 

68 

64 

66 

56 

67 

68 

60 

60 

61 

08 

66 
66 
07 
68 


B  or  WARRKK  FOB  I7». 


Hamu. 

riMt. 

Bound. 

Third. 

ronrth. 

%'^ 

near 

Tax. 

Illilll 

li'i 

'ill 

Ills  a 

!■!,! 

7  17    T 
ft   ill 

HI 

OM    4 

110    1 

I'll 

10  17    b 

I'll 

.1  lit  10 
X    1  1" 

3  lit  10 

I  >  i 

0    10 

111 

«  i  11 

l>  I'l    0 

j'ii 

8    8   0 

BIB    0 

IS  17    8 
7  10    i 
10  10    0 

1    4    0 

17    0  10 
DH    > 

IS  7  a 

ilB    • 

it', 
,!! 

1: 

IN 

VBSTOIIV  OK  WAltUKN  KOIt  IIBI. 

Hahbs. 

4 

5 

1 

a 
i 

i 

1 

1 

i 

1 

h 

i 

1 

.'KB;;   :  : 
SSrS,:   : 
3SI'is.°£»:   : 

Joalinn  MorHII 
Jnnnlhnn  Pnator    . 

ES»S„w.   : 
^^■^   '■■ 

John"l"r«tSn 
JohnTnio       .       .       . 

llnirv  flniilinrt 
WllllnmWhIlriimn 
JnHPKli  Fri-iirli 

B£,aSn:   : 

John  llinkaon       .       . 

! 

3 

1 
a 

! 
i 

: 

•i 
i 
in 

« 

4 

i 

■> 

1 

i 

i 
I 

- 

- 

"A 

77 

Ml 
XII 

Mi 
ISO 

S 
S 

141 

10(1 
MO 

100 

S 

too 

0   I  10 

:!■? 

0    3    6 

0     1     ( 

0     7    ( 

ni 

0  an 

0  on 

LQNOBVITT. 

Tbfb  two  IbUowiof  tables  wen  aioit  of  thentakm  ftom  ft 
loooid  bf  Mn.  Lert  C.  Wliitclier:^ 


1806— Anna  mzby  diod  iigiid  84 

1810— Mn.  Bebeeoft  Gloiigliy  88 

1811— TbomM  BiohaidMii.  9S 

1811— Fhebe  lUehudMUi,  9S 

1896-JeMe  Biown.  108 

1886— Banben  BlebeMor,  85 

1886-ObadIab  ClMnent,  87 

1810-JodiiiA  Merrill,  100 
1848— Mn.  JoiMthen  Cnoment.  80 

1848-1'hebo  AbboU,  87 

1846-Joeeph  Land.  08 

1846— Joeepb  Frencbi  84 

1844p-Mn.  Gemge  Blxby,  80 

1846— Semnel  K^Ait,  86 

1846— Mil.  Jobn  Wfaitcbery  80 

1847— Sliiabeth  Merrill,  80 

1840-Mra.  Abbott,  81 

1861— Mr*.  Polly  Knowltoii,  88 

1851— NettuuiMCloiigh,  86 

1858— Mn.  Josopb  SVouoli,  88 

1858-Joeq^  Lund,  85 


1856— Mn.«robnFinibui,  8ft 

1864— Mrs.  iumbam,  8ft 

1856— James  JJow,  U 

1856— Jobn  Ftonban.  90 

1856— Mrs.  Ssoiael  IttniD,  81 

1856— Mrs.  Hoyt,  86 

1856— Moses  Klinbstt,  80 

1856— Mrs.  Cross.  tt 

1860-NslliMi  Willoy,  9t 

1868— Mrs.  Cferic,  88 

1868-8sninel  Merrffl,  84 

1866-Mr8.  Nstbsn  inilejr,  87 
1864— MrsJUepbenBo7ntoii,84 

1865— Willlsm  dessby,  66 

1865-Obsse  Msraton,  80 

1865— Mrs.  B.  WbUemsn,  81 

1866— Mrs.  8t0?ens  Merrdl,  86 

1867— Saodi  B.  Weeks.  80 

1868— Mm.  Moses  Kimball,  88 

1860— nyaii  YTfi^,  66 


DEATHS  IH  WABBEN. 


1841— 8died. 

1848—18. 

184S— 89. 

1844—  9. 
1846—4. 

1846—15. 
1847—10. 
1848—8. 
1849—18. 
1850—14. 


1851—16  died. 

1858—80. 

1858—14. 

1854—15. 

1855—16. 

1856—28. 

1857—  6. 

1858—18. 

1859—15. 

1860—14. 


1861—15  died. 

18l»— 19. 

1866-40. 

1864—16. 

1865—87. 

1866—10. 

1867—12. 

1868—16. 

1869—  9. 

1870—12. 


The  following  porsoiis  were  living  in  Warren,  A.  D.  1870, 
over  seventy  years  of  ago: — 

Abbotty  Anna. 


Barker,  Charles 
Barker,  Mary, 
Batchelder,  Abigail, 
Bixby,  Benjamin,  . 
Bizby,  Betsev 
Bixby,  Joseph 
Bixby,  Mary, 
Bixby,  Samnel  B.  . 


82  Oarloton,  Bodnoy 

</lcincnt,  Beiijiuniu 

82  Olomeut,  Tamar 

79  Olongh,  Lf.  Mercy 
81  dough,  Sally . 

80  Colby,  David  . 
76  Cotton,  Eliza  . 
76 

76  Davis,  Bnth  . 
74 


71 
71 
81 
70 
76 
74 
76 

85 
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Eaton  y  Betsey . 
Eaton,  JonaUiau     . 

Faniham,  Betsey    . 
Faruham,  Joseph  B. 
French,  David  C.   . 

Gale,  Lydia    . 
Glover,  Benjamin  . 
Goodwin,  Siunnel  . 

Haines,  8usan 
llcaUi,  Asa     . 

Kenney,  Elizabeth 
Kenuey,  Hugh 

Leathers,  Vowell    . 
Libbey,  Geoi-ge 
Libbey,  John  . 
Libbey,  Nancy 
Libbey,  Nathaniel  . 
Libbev,  Sally 
Little',  Sally 


80  l^Inrtin,  Stephen      . 

76  Marsh,  Mary, . 

McCarter,  Antony  . 

76  Meiiill,  Sally  . 
73 

80  Noyes,  Orra    . 

80  Osbom,  Samuel 
83 

70  I'alch,  Betsey . 
J'crry,  I'crcy   . 

70  Tonicroy,  liuwcsy . 

80  Tope,  Naomi  . 

74  Kichardson,  Nathaniel 

75  Kichardson,  Sarali  • 

87  Swain,  Josiah 

77 

73  Warren,  Lucy  B.    . 

76  Weeks,  Sally  . 

76  Whitchcr,  Rath      . 

76  Wliiteman,  Stephen 

73  Willey  Nathan 


70 
73 
77 
70 

71 

70 

86 
80 
71 
87 

77 
70 

80 

76 
80 
88 
87 
74 


GENEALOGIES. 


AVe  insert  tlie  following,  being  nearly  all  we  could  find  in 
the  town  books.  Pity  'tis  that  families  do  not  have  their  family 
recoixis  recorded  on  the  town  books,  the  same  as  tliey  did  in  old 
times ;  and  a  tliousand  times  more  pity  'tis  that  families  have  no 
children  of  any  consequence  to  record.  Oh  I  it  is  the  meanest  of  all 
mean  things  to  let  our  race  ''  play  out "  by  being  too  mean,  too 
stingy,  too  lazy  to  have  children. 

AmiOTT,  John.  Ch.,  Sally,  b.  Oct.  1, 1793;  Nnncy,  Jan.  31, 1796; 
Tolly,  June  :M),  17!)6;  Betsey,  Oct..  16,1707;  Susanna,  Feb. 
7,  17U9;  Until,  Oct .  6,  1800;  Hannah,  Jan.  18,  1802;  lluUi, 
Aug.  21,  1803;  Cotton,  Aug.  12,  1806;  Enoch  M.,  Aug.  13, 
1807. 

Barker,  Ebknezer,  m.  Anna  Clement ,  July  28, 1800.  Ch.,  Sally, 
b.  Dec.  80, 1801;  Abigail,  Feb.  1,  1804;  Nancy,  Dec.  9, 1808. 

Batciikldku,  llKunKN,  ni.  Hannah  ISIcrrill,  Juno  22,  1794.  Cli., 
Wai-d  Cotton,  b.  March  26,  1796;  Reuben,  Dec.  6, 1796,  died 
Nov.  17,  1797;  Reuben,  July  14,  1798;  Nathaniel,  Aug.  26, 
1800;  Betsey,  Oct.  17, 1802. 
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BOTMTON,  Samuel  H.,  m.  Mehltable  Clark.  Ch.  Louisa,  b.  Jan. 
14, 1818;  David,  Nov.  2, 1819;  Maria,  May  29, 1821;  Woroes- 
tor  E.,  Mar.  2G,  1824. 

BoYNTON,  Natiianikl,  SOU  of  Sir  Matthew  Boynton,  of  Salom, 
Mass,  Oil.,  Natlitiiiiol,  lost  at  sea;  Dtiviil,  Itirluml,  Asii,  ko|>t 
hotel  at  ILiverhill  Corner ;  Thomas,  ho  was  &:i-;uidfatlier  of  Dr. 
W.  £.  Boynton ;  Eunice,  Polly,  Louis.  Sir  Matthew  Boynton^ 
of  Old  Salem,  was  a  man  of  estate ;  owned  much  land,  horses, 
cows,  ^lecp,  goats,  swine,  &c.  lie  held  imi)ortant  offices  of 
trust,  and  dischargtid  Ills  duties  with  fidelity. 

Boynton,  Thomas,  sou  of  Nathaniel,  and  ginndsou  of  Sir  Mattliow 
Boynton,  ni.  K1izal»eth  Ivcezcr,  1775.  Ch.,  lictsev,  I).  Sept.  2, 
1777;  Elizaheth,  Oct.  8,  1778;  Stephen,  Dec.  21,  1780;  Tlioin- 
as,  Jan.  18,  1783;  Sally,  Dec.  29, 1784;  Abigail,  Dec.  30, 1787; 
Samuel  U.,  father  of  Dr.  Worcester  Eaton  Bovnton,  Nov.  25, 
1790;  Mary,  Dec.  21, 1792;  Joseph,  June  10,  1796;  Timothy, 
Aug.  — ,  1797 ;  Nathaniel,  May  — ,  1800. 

Clauk,  TnoMAS,  b.  at  TTampstead,  N.  IT.,  m.  TTaunah  Foster,  of 
llopkinton,  N.  11.,  granchlaughter  of  Hannah  Eastnmn,  who 
was  captui*c(l  by  the  Indians  at  Haverhill,  and  carried  by  them 
to  up|>er  Coos.  Ch.,  Amos,  Ilezekiah,  Joseph,  Ikitsoy,  ILm- 
nail,  Sarah,  and  Mehitable,  who  was^the  motlier  of  Dr.  Vf,  £. 
Boynton. 

CuppoRD,  TiMOTur.  Ch.,  Dolly,  b.  May  9, 1799 ;  Russell  Fi*eeman, 
Feb.  9,  1802;  Polly,  Sept.  21,  1803;  Ruth,  Oct.  24, 1805;  Tim- 
othy, Jr.,  Sept.  24,  1807;  Mehitable,  July  30, 1810;  Absalom, 
May  15,  1812;  Simeon  Smith,  Sept.  9,  1814;  John  C,  Nov.  9, 

1817. 

CL0u<5ir,  Amos,  sou  of  Nathaniel,  b.  May  12,  1797 ;  m.  On-a  Jew- 
ctt.  She  was  b.  Jan.  5,  1799,  at  Rowley,  Mass.  Ch.,  AaroD 
J.,  b.  March  31,  1821;  Columbus,  May  19,  1825;  CfeorgeM., 
Jan.  13,  1827;  Orra  A.,  July  17,  1830;  Amos F.,  Feb.  24, 1838. 
Amos  Clough  died  Jan.  7,  1833. 

Dow,  Jamks,  m.  Ku(h  AVilliams.  (/h.,  Sn»iuna,  b.  June  21,  17i)G; 
Sally,  Dec.  2 1,  17as;  Until,  Aug.  21,  18(HL  Kulh  William-s  Dow 
died  Aug.  28,  1800.  .lanics  Dow  m.  Hannah  Merrill,  ('li., 
Bctsev,  1).  Dec.  5,  1801;  Stevens  M.,  Nov.  21),  1801;  Ezekiol, 
Apr.  [),  1807;  Jonathan  Merrill,  Feb.  2,  1809;  Lorenzo,  Sept. 
12,  1811. 

FiiENCH,  Joseph,  ni.  Polly  or  Molly  Batchelder.  Ch.,  David  C, 
b.  April  21,  1791;  Hannah,  Mar.  1,  1793;  Joseph,  Nov.  16, 
1794;  Polly,  Apr.  !),  1707;  Mehitable,  Jnne  30,  1799;  Daniel, 
Nov.  7,  1801;  Ueuhon  B.,  May  12,  1804;  John,  Nov.  24,  180G; 
Benj.  M.,  July  G,  1809;  Sally  A.,  Aug.  5,  1811. 
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Jewell,  Samuel,  m.  Sallv  Foot,  Nov.  25,  1802.  Cb.,  Betsey  P., 
Nov.  7,  1802:  David,  Dec.  13,  1804;  I.oviim,  July  30,  1807; 
Funny  D.,  Mar.  15,  1809;  David  M.,  Juno  4,  1811;  Dolly  F., 
Apr.  27, 1814;  Samuel,  Mar.  15,  1816;  Levi  F.,  July  4,  1818; 
Jacob, ;  Alonzo, . 

LiBBET,  George,  m.  Sally  Abbott.  Cb.,  Hazen,  b.  June  10, 1815 ; 
Anna,  Nov.  8, 1816;  Jobn,  Feb.  9,  1819;  Mai7  II.,  June  21, 
1821;  Jolin,Nov.l2,  1823;  Waller,  July  29, 1826;  Mary,  Oct. 
26,  1831. 

LiBBRY,  Luke,  m.  Anna .    Cli.,  Gcor^fc,  b.  Aug.  22, 1792; 

Natlianiel  T.,  Mar.  2, 1795;  Jobn  W.,  June  19, 171^;  Stepbcn 
W.,  Oct.  20, 1799;  Ezm  Bartlnit,  Aug.  24,  1801 ;  Aniui  Patch, 
Feb.  26,  1804;  JonaUian  M.,  Mar.  8,  1806;  Obadiah  Clement, 
Dec.  15,  1807. 

Little,  Georcie,  came  from  Unicorn  St.,  London,  Eng.,  to  New- 
bury, Mass.,  in  1640,  m.  Alice  Poor.  Cb.,  Sarah,  b.  May  8, 
16o2,  d.  Nov.  19, 1652;  Josopli,  Sci)t.  22,  1653;  Jobn,  July  28, 
1655,  d.  July  20,  1672;  Mosch,  Mur.  11,  1657;  Sarah,  Nov.  24, 
1661.  His  wife,  AUce,  d.  Dec.  1, 1680.  Marripd  Eleanor  Bar- 
nard, of  Amesbury,  July  19, 1681.  lie  d.  about  Nov.  27, 1694, 
as  the  Amesbury  records  say:  **  AVidow  Eleanor  Little  d.  Nov. 
27,  1694.*'  lie  lived  a  few  rods  from  the  house  now  occupied 
by  Silas  Little,  lie  was  ixsniarkiible  for  strength  of  mind  as 
well  as  strength  of  body,  but  was  not  an  educated  man.  The 
farms  which  ho  Rrlecled  in  Newbury  conlain  some  of  the  best 
land  in  (hat  (own,  and  are  hIjII  owuimI  and  occupied  by  his  de- 
scendants, at  Oldtown  and  Turkey  hill,  wliei-e  the  houses 
which  he  built  are  in  part  8(4inding.  The  farms  have  been 
owned  and  occupied  by  the  Little  family  for  230  years. 

Merrill,  Isaac,  was  b.  Aug.  4,  1778,  m.  Anna  Blodgett,  Feb.  18, 
1806.  Ch.,  Benjamin  Franklin,  b.  Dec.  13,  1806;  Job  Eaton, 
Nov.  12,  1808;  Amu,  Dec.  13,  1810;  MiUiala,  Jan.  25,  1813, 
d.  Nov.  12,  1815,  of  spotted  fever;  Esther,  Apr.  4, 1817. 

Mkruill,  JosErii,  son  of  Stevens,  m.  Sarah,  daughter  of  Joshua 
Copp.  Ch.,  Jonathan,  b.  Nov.  24, 1786 ;  Joseph,  Oct.  29, 1788 ; 
Stevens,  Apr.  24, 1790;  Joshua,  Jan.  25,  1792;  Lemuel,  Nov. 
8,  1793;  Caleb,  June  7,  1795;  William,  Feb.  28,  1797;  Mary, 
Dec.  4, 1798;  Ezra,  Sept.  6,  1800;  Sally,  Dec.  9, 1802;  Anson, 
Dec.  4,  1804;  Hannah,  July  25,  1806;  Susanna,  July  80,  1808. 

Merrill,  Nathaniel,  m.  Betsey  Favour.  lie  was  b.  in  Boscawen, 
Apr.  10.  1769;  she  in  New  Chester,  Feb.  10,  1773.  Ch.,  Da- 
vid B.,  b.  Dec.  11,  1791 ;  Nathaniel,  Jr.,  Nov.  6, 1793;  Sabina, 
Mav  27,  1796;  Tolly,  Aug.  7,  1798;  JudiUi,  May  18,  1800: 
Moses,  June  26,  1802. 
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Merrill,  Stevens,  m.  Hannah  CliiTord,  Dec.  31, 1802.  Ch.,  Isaac 
Merrill,  b.  Nov.  17, 18():i ;  Stevens,  Jr.,  Mar.  4, 1806 ;  Nathaniel, 
Apr.  28. 1808;  UiUh,  Mar.  4,  1811;  Snsiuiiiah,  Mar.  28,  18iS; 
Mai7,  Oct.  20, 1815 ;  2(1,  m.  widow  Colby.  Ch.,  Michaol  P.,  b. 
Dec.  26,  1818. 

PiLLSBURY,  lliciiARD,  m.  Miriam .  He  was  b.  Feb.  6, 1763; 

she  Feb.  25,  1768.  Ch.,  Tiistram,  b.  Mar.  19,  1787;  John, 
Nov.  11,  1788;  Thomas,  Mar.  23, 1791;  Daniel,  Feb.  28,  1793; 
Polly,  Mai-.  5,  1795;  Miriam,  May  7,  1797;  Polly,  May  12, 
1799. 

IliaiARDSON,  Stephen,  m.  Susanna .    Cli.,  Stephen,  b.  Nov. 

29, 1779;  Anna,  Nov.  21,  1784;  Phebe,  Apr.  24,  1787;  Sai-ah, 
Apr.  7, 1789 ;  Doi-cas,  Feb.  25, 1791 :  Nathaniel,  May  30, 1793 ; 
Susanna,  May  17, 1797 ;  Joanna,  Feb.  3, 1705. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 
Joseph  Patch* 

Walden,  Vt.,  Dec.  25, 1869. 
My  Dear  Sister  Hannah: — 

You  ask  for  infonnatiou  about  fiither  and  mother  Patch. 
About  that  I  am  not  so  clear.  Father  Patch  died  in  1822, 1  think 
in  August;  any  way  it  was  in  the  time  of  making  hay.  It  was 
before  I  united  witli  the  family.  I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain 
his  age.  However,  I  think  he  must  have  been  as  old  as  seventy- 
four  or  five.  Ho  came  to  his  death  passing  from  the  once  Pleader 
farm  to  where  lie  then  resided,  with  his  son  Daniel,  in  the  neigfh- 
borhood  of  Mcadcr  pond.  All  who  i-emember  the  circumstances 
know  how  he  wiis  overtaken  and  carried  home  dead.  MoUicr 
Patch  was  born  Dec.  28,  1756.  She  died  Mai-ch  4,  1835,  in  her 
79th  year,  on  the  Summit,  where  Chase  Whitcher,  Jr.,  once  kept  a 
house  of  entertainment.  They  were  both  buried  in  the  village 
graveyard  on  Pine  hill  road,  near  tlie  height  of  the  ground.  David, 
their  son,  died  iirst,  in  An«^ust,  and  was  buried  at  the  Icll;  hand  as 
you  stand  at  tho  head  of  (he  graves  looking  towards  the  road; 
then  Thomas  at  tlie  right  of  hhn ;  his  grave  was  marked  with  the 
common  stones  for  the  times ;  then  Anna,  then  William,  then 
mother  Patch  and  father  Patch  on  the  right  of  all.  If  I  were  there 
I  think  I  should  not  be  puzzled  to  go  right  to  the  spot ;  but  it  is 
not  at  all  probable  I  shall  ever  stand  on  AVarren  soil  any  mora. 
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Siiico  tho  dcAili  of  my  roii  my  hcaltli  lins  boon  vci*y  poor.  T  liopo 
yoit  nro  now  bettor.  You  aekod  whether  Mi*,  lliuit's  family  bad 
moved  away ;  they  have  moved  to  his  father's. 

Now  fare  you  well,  my  vister  adien ; 
If  I  no  more  your  face  can  Tiew, 
O  may  we  hasten  to  the  shore, 
Where  we  shall  meet  to  part  no  more. 

Yom*8  oflectioiiatcly^ 

MI18.  «KT8iCY  l^ATCIT. 
To  Miss  Hannah  B.  J^JiuaiT. 

PAGE  802,— Wrestlers. 

Warren  has  always  been  celebrated  for  her  smart  wrestlers. 
They  would  practice  the  art  at  tnduingSy  musters,  town  meetings, 
raisings,  huskhigs,  piling  bees,  at  all  public  gatherings,  and  with 
the  Yennont  teamsters  that  for  fifly  and  more  years  passed  down 
through  Warren  to  the  seaboard.  Among  those  best  remembei'ed 
after  Joseph  Tatch,  are  Samuel  Knight,  True  Stevens,  Ezi-a  B. 
Libbey,  Joseph  Merrill,  and  Samuel  L.  Merrill,  (one  of  thp  best,) 
sons  of  'Squire  Abel,  Joshua  Merrill  and  Anson  Men*il1,  sons  of 
Joseph  Merrill,  inn  keeper;  Joseph  Pillsbnry,  Joseph  Patch,  Jr., 
Reuben  B.  French,  Beniah  Wyatt,  Uobart  Wyatt,  Walter  Wyatt, 
Col.  Benj.  Clement,  Alonzo  CJalc,  Iliizcn  Libbey,  Ezrn  Libbey, 
liobert  E.  Merrill,  (now  in  California,)  Moses  Page,  Darius  Swain, 
Ileubeu  Gale,  Freeman  Gale,  Hiram  Gale,  and  E.  Walton  Libbey. 
Tho  latter  was  a  member  of  the  12th  N.  H.  Regt.,  in  tho  war  of 
1861,  and  was  tlie  champion  wrestler  of  the  whole  brigade  to 
which  his  regiment  belonged.  Ue  often  won  as  much  as  $25 
"  wrestling  in  tlie  ring." 

TOWN  MEl'TriNGS. 

From  1770  to  1799,  the  annual  town  meetings  were  held  on 
the  iii'si  W^.dncsday  of  Mareli,  each  year.  Then  by  act  of  tJio 
Legislature,  passed  Dec.  20, 1799,  tho  annual  meeting  was  held  on 
the  third  Thmnsday  of  March.  In  1804  the  annual  meeting  was 
held  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  March,  which  custom  still  continues. 

HEALTH. 

No  pci-son  bovA  and  living  in  Warren,  has  died  of  consump- 
tion for  the  last  twenty-live  years.    The  children  ore  freo  from  it. 
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But  few  coses  were  ever  known  in  town,  nnd  those  were  perBons 
who  inlicritecl  it  und  then  cniiiu  to  Warrau  and  died,  or  the  cMl- 
dron  of  such  i>ei*8ons.  The.  i^lovation  of  the  land  and  tlio  purity  of 
tlie  air  exempts  onr  citizens  iVom  tliis  di'oad  disease. 

SUICIDE. 

No  one  has  ever  yet  committed  snicide  in  Warren.  ^^The 
people  ai*c  not  sucli  fools."  Tare  air,  pnre  water,  and  lofty  moau- 
tainoos  scenery  keep  them  from  having. the  bines.  Dwellers  in 
the  region  of  Wontworth  :ind  the  land  of  ''  Peannonut/'  some- 
thnes  do  tlie  foolish  thing. 

LOST. 

Mary  Ann  Gerald,  daughter  of  Addison  W.  and  Mary 
(Merrill)  Gerald,  was  lost  in  1852.  They  lived  in  the  East-parte. 
The  little  girl  was  gone  for  I  wo  days.  It  mined  pouring  one  night. 
The  whole  town  hunted  for  hor,  and  they  found  her  dranchiug  wet 
in  the  woods  near  where  Sotli  Jcwett  Brown  once  resided. 

Daniel  Welch,  who  was  crazy  by  spells,  started  about  1825 
to  go  from  Mr.  Daniel  Ramsey's  by  Silver  rill,  to  Joseph  French's 
east  of  Knight  hill,  whoro  Stephen  Noyes  once  lived,  lie  never 
reached  the  place  and  was  never  seen  again.  The  old  story  miis 
that  straying  away  through  the  woods  far  up  the  side  of  Moosehil- 
lock,  He  perished  in  the  groat  <^orge,  south  of  tlie  lower  mountiiiii 
peak,  and  that  his  spirit  still  crazed  wanders  there  yet.  Old  han- 
tei*s  who  took  their  last  journeys  in  the  forest  about  this  time  used 
to  tell  how  no  one  ever  stopped  in  that  gorge  at  night  without 
experiencing  a  haunted  and  woird  like  feeling,  and  some  said  they 
had  heard  the  lost  man  just  at  nightfall  calling  for  help  from  the 
shadowy  gorge,  and  had  seen  his  white  ghost  gliding  noiselessly 
through  the  stunted  spruces  aiul  dark  Til's.* 

*  Weirli  ffiivo  llio  lowii  iiiiicli  IroiiMo  mt  will  Ihi  houii  by  lliu  rollowiiig  fVoiii  llio 

town  ivcorils  :— 

1821.— Due  NaihaDld  Clough  $:t.!»t  for  adrertlsing  Daniel  Welch. 
"        raid  Joseph  Kimball  Idt  going  after  him  $7.32. 

PA(;i<:  425.— Stint. 

Gov.  Samuel  Flanders  once  took  his  stint  of  Capt.  David  S. 
Craige,  who  lived  by  Blue  IMdge.    It  Avas  to  dig  so  many  iK>tatoe8, 
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and  he  liod  throo  days  to  do  it  in.  Tlio  first  day  he  looked  at  it, 
said  ho  Icnow  ho  coald  do  it  in  two  tiays,  and  so  ho  put  on  Ids 
hoots  with  i*ed  morocco  tops  and  silk  tassels  and  went  a  visiting. 
The  next  morning  ho  looked  at  the  stint  again,  said  he  had  no 
donht  hnt  that  he  coald  do  it  in  one  day,  and  so  went  visiting  once 
more.  The  third  morning  ho  looked  at  it,  said  he  coaldn't  do  it 
without  killing  hinisolf;  that  howiMildu't  try;  that  ho  might  as 
well  die  for  an  old  slitM^p  as  a  lanih,  :uid  ho  went  visiting  again. 
That  niglit  he  set  his  hoots  on  a  riMl  silk  handkei^chief  so  they 
wouldn't  get  soiled.  Such  was  the  ( Jovernor's  style  through  life, 
and  he  was  always  poorer  than  Job^'^  turkey. 

LIBRAllY. 

A  Circulating  Library  incorporated  by  the  Legislature  was 
established  in  Warren  about  1808.  The  books  were  kept  at  the 
house  of  Mr.  Nathaniel  Clough.  By  vote  they  were  distributed 
among  the  library  members  a  few  yrurs  ago. 

The  ladies  of  WaiTon  established  another  library  in  1851.  It 
contains  240  volumes  of  an  interosting  and  useful  character,  winch 
are  much  i*cad. 

SALMOX. 

This  ilsli  ceased  to  come  to  Wai  n^i  after  Uie  dam  at  Went- 
worth  was  built.  In  18(>6,  Joseph  Clcnicnt  hatched  a  large  quan- 
tity of  salmon  eggb,  brought  fromMinunachi  river,  in  New  Brans- 
wick,  in  Patch  brook.  The  young  fish  did  well  and  went  away 
to  the  ocean.  But  as  the  fish-way  was  ''  constructed  with  a  great 
deal  of  ]ng-licadedness '' over  (he  Lawrence  dam,  the  fish  never 
came  back  to  Warrcn  again. 

DEATHS  BY  CASUALTY. 

John  Mills  killed  by  a  falling  Ucc,  1779. 

Amos  Eaton,  kiUed         "         <'     1780. 

Capt.  John  Mills,  Jr.,      "         **     1784. 

Uichard  Pillsbury,  killed  at  a  niisiiig,  1800. 

Keubcn  Batchelder,  "        "      **         1802. 

Joshua  Copp,  Jr.'s  ddld  drowned  in  a  wash-tub,  1808. 
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Caleb  Morrill,  deaf  and  damb,  killed  by  a  fidling  tree,  Jane  8, 
180(). 

Joseph  Patch,  llrst  sctllcr,  killed  by  a  fall/ 1822. 

William  Kelley,  Jr.'s  child  drowned  in  Kelley  pond,  1838. 

Paul  Meader,  killed  by  a  log  rolling  over  him,  1835. 

Ward  C.  Batchelder,  killed  by  a  falling  tree,  1836. 

Ml*.  Merrill,  killed  by  a  pitchfork  falling  on  him,  1810. 

Miranda  Wliitcher,  burned  to  deatli,  1845. 

Abigail  Weed,  killed  by  lalUug  on  pitchfork,  1846. 

Calvin  Cummings,  kilhul  at  a  raising,  1848. 

Mra.  Vowoll  Lcathci-8,  hiirned  to  death,  1849. 

David  Antrine,  drowned  in  Meader  pond,  1849. 

Calvin  May's  adopted  son,  accidentally  killed  by  manaro-fork, 
1850. 

An  Irishman  killed  at  work  on  raih*oad,  by  fiilling  tree,  1852. 

Mr.  Anderson  burned  to  death  at  a  coal  pit  over  to  Cliarlos- 
ton,  1852. 

Bai*tlioloniow  Wclton's  t^liild  drowned  in  Lower  Villago  pond 
in  1860. 

Yanness  Wyatt,  shot  by  J.  M.  Williams,  1860. 

Cornelius  Flynn's  child  drowned  in  canal  east  of  common 
in  1861. 

Daniel  S.  Holt,  killed  by  the  cars  in  1862. 

No  person  was  ever  yet  killed  in  Warren  by  lightning. 

• 

UNITED  STATES,  STAIMO,  AND  COUNTY  OFBTCERS  WHO 

II AYE  IJVKD  IN  WAUUEN. 

Dr.  Thomas  Whipple,  Representative  to  Congress. 

Robert  Burns,  **  " 

Williaui  Turleton,  Comuillor. 
Dr.  Ezra  Bartlett, 
Abel  Merrill,  Sdito  SiMialor. 
Dr.  Ezra  Bartlett,  Stale  Senator. 
Benjamin  Merrill,  County  Treasurer. 
David  Smith,  '    ''  " 

Samuel  L.  Merrill,     **  ** 

E.  11.  Weeks,  Jr.,       -  " 

Abel  Merrill,  County  .lui1<j:o. 


APPENDIX.  661 

Dr.  Ezm  BiirUoUy  (/onnty  fTa%o. 
Idfuic  MoiTilly  Ooiuit.y  CoininiRRioiior. 
William  Tarloton,  High  Sheriff. 
Joseph  Patch,  Jr.,  Deputy  Sheriff. 
Stevens  Merrill,*        <«  " 

Benjamin  MeiTill,      "  " 

*  Stcveiift  Morrill  wna  the  son  of  Joseph  Merrill,  innkeeper,  of  Warren.  His 
son,  lion,  (fporffo  A.  Morrill,  of  UuManfl,  Vi.,  wah  for  mnnv  yonm  Snpt  of  the  Pas- 
HuinpHir.  Iliiilroiiil.  Ih  til  itn*HiMil  Miipl.  of  llio  ViM'inonl  Vnfloy  llAllrond,  anil  haa 
Imn*!!  n  nitMuUvr  of  lliu  Vennonl  Siiiio  8onnlc. 

PAGE  441.— TuADBUs  in  Waukkn. 

Samnel  Fellows,  store  on  old  Coos  road  in  178U. 

(.'harles  Bowles,      "        ••  "  1705. 

(George  W.  Copp,    "        "  "  1800. 

Abel  Merrill,  "         "  "  1804. 

Capt.  Denjamin  Merrill,  store  at  fork  of  Coventry  road  and  turnpike  In  1806. 

l^mnel  Kcczcr,  "  "  "  "  •'  18U. 

Michael  Ti-cston,  "  "  "  "        »  "  1816. 

Amos  Bnrton,  store  nt  end  of  tui*npike. 

8anmel  h.  BlerriU,  store  at  end  of  iumpike  and  on  Blue  ridge. 

WIIHnm  Merrill,  "  "  " 

Anson  Merrill,  *•  "  " 

Williaiu  Wells.  "  •• 

John  T.  Hanbom,  « 

Asa  Thurston,  store  at  end  of  turnpike,  and  on  road  to  grist  mill. 

D.  Qnlnoy  Cole,        "  "  *^  "  ••  " 

Francis  A.  Cushmnn,  store  at  end  of  turn|tikc,  and  by  N^^yos  bridge. 

George  W.  I'rescott,  store  at  end  of  turnpike,  and  near  depot. 

William  A.Merrill,  "  "  " 

Sterens  Merrill  ft  Tristram  Cross,  store  in  vnliey  of  Runaway  pond.         * 

F.  A.  ft  M.  E.  Cnshnian,  store  b)'  Noyei*  brldgo,  I8lfl. 

.InmoM  ft  .loMcph  Clt^nicnt,  ntore  on  rond  lof^risl  mill,  18IH. 

K.  (!.  Ibirant,  "  "  " 

C.  C.  ftll.  II.  Durnnt,  "  *'  " 

J.ftC.  C.  Durnnt,  "  "  " 

Walter  rikc  ft  William  Swain,  "  '•  "     In  1855 

Daniel  6.  Clement  ft  Omar  Little,  "  '*         \»H 

Itiissell  k.  Clement,  store  on  "  "         18n7. 

•lames  M.  Williams,  store  near  depot  in  1817. 

B.  F.  ft  C.  F.  Withlngton, "  '^  \»n. 

William  C.  Webster,        "  "  180:1. 

Charles  Thurston,  "  "  I8»l. 

William  8.  Doggett,  "  "  I8C0. 

Moses  W.  Pillsbury,  store  opposite  Moosilauke  Uouse  in  185A. 

George  W.  Jackson,         "  "  "  18W. 

Calvin  (rotrhel,  store  opposite  depot,  in  WVi. 

M.  P.  Merrill  ft  l^evi  C  Wliit(*.hcr,  store  near  railroad  cro5sing  in  ISU. 

Uenry  W.  Weeks, 

J.  M.  Twombly, 

II.  II.  Sholilon, 

Ira  Merrill, 

J.  S.Joweit,  "  ••  "     in  1808. 

K.  U.  hiAton  "  "  "         1808. 

.lohn  M.  Wlilton  ft  II.  W.  Weeks,  store  of  Capt.  Ben.  MerHll  in  18(18. 

Knoch  B.  Weeks  A  h.  C.  Whitcher.     *•  "  «•  18flB. 

Ezra  Libbey,  store  on  Summit  in  1833. 

Jonathan  Stickney, "         '*  18(HI. 

Wnrrrn  II.  Smith,     "         " 

W.  It.  rnrks,  store  on  Suniniit  in  dep<»l  in  1870. 

Jos4*ph  11.  Noyes,  store  by  Kast-parie  nmd  in  1870. 

A.  li.  Noyes,  store, Jewelry. 

Jof^epb  CImmliorlarn,  store  at  F<ast*parto  in  1800. 

iluMH««l  Morrill,  store  near  Town  llonso  in  IKI7. ' 

True  M.  Htovons,  store  by  Moosilauke  House. 

J* 


662  HISTORY  or  WARRBN. 

WATERNOMEE  FALLS 

On  Ilurricaue  brook  ai-e  so  called  fi'om  the  Indian  chief,  Wa- 
ternomee.  Chase  Whitclier  shot  a  caribou  here,  sometime  in  the 
last  century.  Olias.  A.  Pisku,  painter,  from  New  York  city,  lias 
spent  whole  summers  by  these  '^  fallini^  waters."  The  hottest 
days  are  cool  and  comfortable  hero. 

IIUIIRTCANE  FALLS 

Are  on  TTuiTicane  brook,  above  Watornomee  falls.  Mr.  Wll- 
lanl  ilamiltort,  of  >Voi*ccster,  Mass.,  in  1870,  fell  down  this  Ikll,  a 
distance  of  a  hundred  feet,  whore  he  caught  upon  a  tree  that  had 
blown  down  and  was  savod  from  instant  death ;  as  it  was,  he  was 
very  severely  bruised  and  injui'ed.  The  water  Jumps  down  a 
series  of  steps  more  than  two  hundred  perpendicnlar  feet,  at  this 
falls. 

>VOLl«'S-TIEAD   FALI.S. 

They  are  just  above  Hurricane  falls.  Amos  F.  Clougli  ouce 
made  one  of  the  most  beautiAil  stereoscopic  views  of  these  falls 
that  we  ever  saw. 

DIANA'S  BOAYL 

Is  a  bountiful  basin  worn  in  the  rocks  at  the  top  of  WolPs-hcad 
falls.  It  is  situated  some  2,(>(X)  feet  up  the  side  of  Mount  Carr. 
The  fli*st  mention  we  Imve  of  this  spot  is  by  Sni-veyor  Leavitt. 
lie  ate  his  dinner  there  one  day  more  than  a  hundred  years  a^o. 

MIDDMO  CASC^ADIOS 

Are  bctwoou  AValeniniiKM;  falls  iind  llnnicaiu^  falls.    The  water 
jumps  down  sixty  feci  in  iUv  distanct;  of  a  few  rods. 

INDIAN   ROCK. 

The  marks  on  the  rock  are  undoubtedly  of  Indian  origin. 
They  are  the  most  remarkable  monument  of  the  Indians  now 
existing  in  Asfpiainclmmankc  valley. 
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HEIGHTS  OF  MOUNTAINS  ABOUT  WARRBN. 

The  rcAult  of  cnlr.tiliUinnfl  by 

Profs.  Hitchcock  and  Huntington,  State  Geologists. 

Moosehillock,— fset  above  the  sea,  4,041  OwPs  Head,— foet  above  the  sea,  8,897 

Mt.  Black,  «  **  8,701  Mt.  Waternomee, "  **       8,m 

Mount  Carr,  "  «  3,nf»  Mt.  Mint,  *'  "        3,878 

Mt.  Ktiioo,  "  ••  njKil  Webster  SlWo,      "  "        3,810 

Mt.  (^iinlmiiui,         "  *<  .VfiG  Mt.  AcnMncI,  "  '*        3,900 

THE  MOOSILAUKE  MOUNTAIN  ROAD  COMPANY. 

.  This  road  company  was  incoi'poratcd  at  the  June  session  of* 
the  Legislature,  1870.  John  E.  Lyon,  Joseph  A.  Dodge,  Daniel 
Q.  Clement,  Samuel  B.  Page,  David  G.  Marsh,  G.  F.  Putnam,  and 
James  Clomciit  were  made  tlic  "  body  politic."  The  coriioratioii 
immediately  proceeded  to  build  the  road,  and  tlie  work  thus  far 
has  been  under  the  superintendence  of  D.  Q.  and  James  Clement. 
They  Imve  pushed  the  enterprise  with  a  great  deal  of  energy  and 
tlie  road  is  nearly  completed. — (For  charter  in  full  see  Pamphlet 
Laws  1870,  page  462.) 

DISTANCES  ON  THE  MOOSILAUICE  ROAD, 

MoA8nro«l  by 

Nathaniel   Merrill,   2d,  and  Amos  L.  Merrill. 

From  N.  Merrill,  Sd's  to  Benton  line  on  west  bank  of  Big  brook,  1  mile  95  rods. 

"  •*  "      Half-way  Spring.* 9    "     18     •• 

**      llnir-wny  »fonninent •  9    "     094    " 

"      Colli  Spring 8    "    191      " 

"      Prospect  Honse 4   "    195     " 


II 


II 


II 


II 


*  It  is  said  by  thirsty  people  that  Half-way  Spring  dries  np  in  snmmer  time 
when  It  rains. 
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THE  POETS  OP  WARREN. 

Tho  fii-st  gveat  i>oct  of  our  town  liyed  on  Pino  liiU.  Only  ono 
of  his  productions  Ims  como  down  to  us.    It  is  entitled — 

MOTUKR  CLUCK— A  SCAItCAHTlC  1*0K1I. 

HT  JOHN  ABBOTT,  *FIFBB. 

The  poet  was  a  fifer  in  two  wars,  and  a  schoolmaster  in  time 
of  peace.  He  blew  a  fife  through  the  whole  Reyolution.  Two 
families  on  Pine  hill  had  a  hot  feud  about  a  stolen  drag.  Abbott 
imniortali'zed  the  gi*eiit  family  light  by  writing  the  following^  boaa- 
tiful  stanzas: — 


Come  aU  ye  fklse  proHoMors, 
WhosAy  you  love  the  Lord, 

You  iilwaya  bavo  a  hell  at  home 
And  ttri  vo  Ibr  one  abroad. 

Itut  when  the  d— 1  comoa  for  them, 
'l*licy  will  HO  longer  hnif;, 

For  lio  will  tote  tlicni  all  away 
Upon  ilio  ttlolon  drag. 

Comtf  lintiui  to  uiv  tliUy, 

The  tnith  1  will  reveal ; 
You  tattle,  lie,  get  dnink. 

And  Arom  your  neighbors  steal. 

If  you  want  to  know  tlie  names 
Or  those  who  stole  the  drag, 

They  are  Scotch  bastanl,  burnt 

And  Captain  Ucnuett  bag. 

When  tho  drag  l>cgiii8  to  move, 
Thoy  will  nil  iH'pii  to  lector, 

Like  mollicr  Cluck  with  her  hud^el 
or  lies  astride  of  Uipeii  Peter. 


Yon  make  a  noiaeaboiit  a  aqiiuTttl, 

Your  neighbors  to  abase. 
And  then  you  go  to  meetinff 

With  your  blackened  Sunday  ahoea. 

You  kill  your  neighbors'  ganders, 
Aliout  Uio  chloaEOUM  you  make  »  touao, 

.\nd  tlicn  you  crop  tlio  pigs'  ears. 
And  lay  them  up  Tor  souse. 

Vou  tliougtit  your  store  was  raUior  siuaU. 

That  it  miglit  quickly  rail— 
You  turned  yoiir  knift  the  other  way 

And  cut  OB  a  pig's  tall. 

When  these  fblks  go  to  meetini^. 

They  are  for  singing,  red  hot ; 
And  if  they  can't  got  siuging 

They  wiU  rattle  the pot. 

Now  I  will  conclude  my  ditty- 
No  lonKcr  will  I  siuf^, 

Though  llicv  m*x*,u»e  innocent  iMiys 
Of in  tho  spring. 


Wlicu  she  had  stole  the  buckle  They  said  they  were  good  Judges  of  — 

And  the  knife  which  she  surely  took,  And  that  you' can't  deuy. 

She  aaid  that  she  had  found  them  For  one  would a  kernel  of  wheat 

Down  by  the  alder  brook.  And  another  a  kernel  of  rye. 


TIIK  MOOGENS. 


AN    KLSUJY. 

The  Moogens  wei-c  u  strange,  nondescript  race  that  lived  on  the 
Siiinmit  sixty  or  seventy  years  ago.  They  tlieu  mysteriously  disap- 
peared and  none  live  at  the  Summit  now.  A  wild  sort  of  tnuli. 
tion  alleges  that  they  were  last  seen  going  through  the  notch 
between  Block    mountain    and    ^fooschillock,  down  by  Beiwer 
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meadow  pondR,  and  that  Uicy  wore  all  lost  in  Uio  dark  gorge 
known  as  the  (iinnol  of  llio  nionn(4iin.  It  ih  told  Miat)  like  llcn- 
drick  Hudson  and  his  men  in  the  Catskill  mountains,  their  ghosts 
hold  high  carnival  there  every  ten  years ;  and  the  writer  of  this 
can  solemnly  affirm  that  in  1860,  at  the  time  when  he  spent  two 
months  on  the  mountain  top  he  once  heard  terrible  and  awful 
sounds  coming  up  A'oni  far  down  in  the  dark  dei>th8  of  the  tunnel 
as  though  all  the  lost  Moogeus  were  having  a  grand  carousal,  or  iu 
other  words  were  raising  h— 1  and  turning  up  jack. 

Reuben  B.  Fi*ench,  of  the  East-partc,  wrote  a  mournful  elegy 
on  this  lost  race.  Only  one  stanza,  the  following,  has  come  down 
to  ns:  — 

When  Ood  made  man  they  paid  the  cost— 
The  romnanta  he  considered  drons; 
lie  thi*ew  this  out  among  the  dung, 
And  fVoni  it  tlio  Moogens  sprung. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  all  the  other  stau 741s  aits  lost. 


SENTIMENTAL  ACUOSTIC. 

IIY  ODADIAII  CLKMKNT. 

The  following  vciwis  woro  writtoii  by  Col.  0.  on  the  death  of 
his  .first  wife,  Sarah  Batcheldrr:— 

Oh  met  unhappicst  of  all  creatures, 
Unto  you  I  will  relate, 
I  am  unhappy  in  every  feature, 
Vvt  parted  with  my  loving  mate. 

But  since  to  God  I  must  submit, 
And  fall  upon  my  bending  knees, 
For  to  his  creatures  he  has  a  right, 
To  caU  them  home  when  e're  he  please. 

A  thousand  tlioughts  run  through  my  head. 
While  I  do  itonder  all  alone, 
To  think,  alaM,  my  wire  is  d«*.ad. 
And  gone  into  the  silent  tomb. 

Dread  nil  hard  it  Is  to  part. 

With  one  that  has  been  always  kind. 
Sometimes  I  think  t'wiil  break  my  heart. 
Or  at  least  wUl  wreck  my  mind. 

I  hope  that  I  slinll  learn  submission. 

And  let  my  tlioughts  lie  cool  ana  calm. 
And  never  run  int<»  distnirtttm, 
Although  my  lieart  seems  ovcrwlielme«l. 

Alas  the  pains  that  pierce  mv  heart, 
ft  seems  as  though  it  will  me  kill, 
Hut  I  must  Icnm  wltli  (Viiuids  to  part, 
And  to  obey  Uod'f  holy  will. 
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How  dMotote  I  now  miiat  be,  % 

While  I  ftm  here  uuoo  the  itege, 
Antl  Thhu  ui/  iroiihlee  neTor  nroe, 
Whilo  I  MM  III  uiy  |>llgrhuacu. 

Cumo  pe«>|4o  all,  both  icreaC  mmI  miui1I» 
Why  unt  you  liunUnKyl  in  your  aiunf 
Come,  and  olMsy  iioU'a  ureckma  eall. 
And  be  attentive  unto  nim. 

Look  baek  Into  that  Holy  Book, 

And  there  you'll  see  that  all  haYn  died. 
But  only  two,  and  God  them  took. 
We  never  read  death  on  them  tried. 

BUJah  he  waa  carried  up 

Into  the  air  uimiii  the  wind, 
Klialw  ho  looked  aflor  him, 
Till  he  dro|>pcHl  hl«  mantle  down  behind. 

Manj  sepulchred  we  read  were  used. 
Our  saviour  he  was  laid  in  one. 
By  ancient  ueuple  of  the  Jews, 
And  at  the  aoor  they  rolled  a  atone. 

Bqnal  with  God,  he  then  arose. 

And  took  his  scat  at  his  right  hand, 
Ten  thousand  angels,  as  we  suppose, 
Ready  to  olioy  the  I.ionFs  commaml. 

Now  let  our  love  to  God  abound, 
For  at  the  beat  we  are  but  day, 
Soon  as  the  dying  tnimpeta  sound. 
Oh,  tlum  we  c«u  no  longer  stay. 

Then  under  ground  we  all  most  rot. 
Beneath  the  cold  and  Anosen  sod. 
Our  name«  aiitl  memory  soon  fhrgoC, 
AU  to  Aiiai  Uio  wiU  of  God. 

And  now  my  name  can  here  be  rend, 
I  tliink  I've  upelled  it  very  plain, 
And  if  you  read  it  when  Pm  dead. 
Pray  do  not  read  It  with  disdain. 


TUESBIAN  LYRIC. 

BY   **  8CHUTE." 

^^  Scliute  ''  and  a  party  of  friends  prepai*ed  to  visit  the  summit 
of  tlie  lofty  Moosilaukc.  He  invited  Eva  to  accompany  him.  Her 
mother  ohjccted— would  not  let  her  go— on  the  ground  tliat  it 
would  be  too  much  of  u  tivsk.    "Schute"  sorrowlully  wrote  the 


following  lines: — 


TO  EVA. 


Relieve  it  or  believe  it  not, — 
Oeur  Kvu,  un  the  mountain-top 

1  foand  a  liitlo  toad; 
And  il  may  puzzle  yoo  and  I 
To  kuuw  bow  he  coald  climb  so  high 

And  o'er  ho  rough  a  road. 
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iliH  IIUlo  I«*g8  you  kuow  nro  Rhort, 
AikI  cniigvmicnlly  lio  Ih  tlioiiRlit 

•To  Imi  n  r.fiinifiy'cllnilici'. 
Util  ho  luDu  iHuitiMi  longn*  Ircf*, 
And  strongrer  IVninct  niul  wiser  heads, 

And  some  who  nre  diviner. 

I  win  not  any  he's  beaten  vou, 
Dear  Eta,— that  may  not  be  true, 

Bnt  he  has  beaten  olhern, 
The  fnnlt  may  not  be  theirs,  1  know; 
liike  you,  dear  Kva,  they  may  owe   * 

Obcdlonro  to  llioir  molhert. 

To  niolhern,  tot>,  who  intiy  linvo  hooii 
Sonic  of  Iho  evil  ways  of  men. 

And  hence  gave  timely  wnrniiiff. 
They  know  too  well  a  tarnished  lame 
Must  end  in  grief  and  itnin, 
And  that  a  nure,  nnsullietl  name 

Is  woman's  best  adorning. 

And  your  fond  mother,  knowing  this. 
Dear  Eva,  thought  it  not  amiss 

To  keep  you  nearer  home. 
Nor  trust  lier  darling  out  of  sight 
Upon  Moosilauko's  towering  height 

Ith  men  whose  motlvrs  might  lie  right. 

Yet  still  to  her  unknown. 


W 


But  Eva,  may  I  dare  to  h(t|>e 
The  happy  day  is  not  remote 
When  you  will  vcntiiro  up  the  slo|)e 

With  some  one  whom  you'll  know: 
And  may  the  one  who  shares  with  you 
The  toilsome  Jaunt,  the  glorious  view, 
Not  only  be  a  fViend  to  you. 

But  may  he  be  your  beau. 

And  Kva,  wht'thor  high  or  low, 
Or  up  or  down  life'i*  path  von  go. 
With  husband,  iVIcnd,  or  lover: 

Whatever  Im?  your  lot  l>elow,— 
llemcmbcr  you  will  over  owe 

Allegiance  to  your  wtother. 


TIIE  SERl'ENT. 

A   SLKKHIING  SONG,   BY  MERRILL  BIXBY. 

The  village  school  once  got  up  an  immense  omnibus  and  made 
a  visit  to  Die  Eost-purto  school  by  Moosehillock  falls.  The  East- 
parto  bo)'8  painted  up  a  gi*eat  four  horse  slcigkin  the  most  fantas- 
tic nianiicr,  and  hibellcd  it  the  **  Serpent.'*  In  this  sleigh  all  the 
Eost-parte  scholars  visited  the  village  school  and  sang  this  song 
both  on  their  arrival  and  departure,  greatly  delighting  themsclvos 
and  everybody  else : — 

hid  you  ever  sec  a  serpent  crawling  on  the  snow? 
Did  you  ever  see  the  folks  laugh  to  ser  the  srr|>ent  go? 
Why  'tis  nothing  but  a  mrryall  to  carry  iih  along— 
And  now  If  yon  are  willing  we'U  sing  you  a  •ong. 
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We  tre  a  little  cempeny  of  jolly  glito  ead  boft, 
We^e  juct  benn  to  reed  end  apdl  ead  maikm  e  little  Boiee. 
The  lines  ere  luunil,  our  perenU  poor,  our  ehe^ee  is  rmj 
liut  for  our  own  exertioiut  we  coold  eoC  reed  el  ell. 

WeHI  eonlinae  our  exertions,  the  hUl  of  seieDce  clbeb— 
WeHI  improve  upon  our  teluntjt  end  not  Mie-spend  our  lieie,  <* 
When  we  lieve  gmined  the  emiuenee  end  buffeted  the  slonn. 
We'll  double  our  exertions  lor  e  common  echool  lelbnn. 

Now  dont  mistslte  <tar  motiTe  in  clTlng  too  this  eelL 

Our  fbelings  ere  quite  generous,  elthoncn  our  telent  %  saudl ; 

We  will  tender  you  our  thenk«,  end  will  show  to  you  our  lore, 

Tbongli  we  ere  not  ee  wiee  es  s«rpente  well  be  hermleee  ee  the  doTO. 

We  respect  end  lore  our  teecher.  Ibr  he  Is  rery  kind 
To  impart  to  us  instruction  to  cultiTeto  tlie  mind. 
Ifb  tei«k  is  Tory  lieni,  his  tiuio  Is  very  briof, 
Hut  tho  motto  of  the  senwHit  sluUI  Iw  to  him  reUef. 

'TIS  **  labor  vineit  omnie,"  * 

The  motto  of  our  erew. 
By  this  we  ceu  accomplish  much. 

Although  oar  numbeHe  few, 

Tie  now  we  bid  adieu  to  you, 
And  hope  egain  to  meet. 
That  the  werren  Cientre  omnibat 
May  tho  iulhut  ScriKMit  greet. 

To  return  we  are  now  ready  *  * 

To  our  lioiiit*!*  ill  tho-raNt, 
K(>r  Ums  cIiU«I  is  nut  a  man. 

And  the  serpent  not  a  beest; 
For  the  children  they  may  cry, 

And  the  serpent  he  may  hise, 
Unt  of  aU  the  childish  eoneerto 

There  is  none  can  etinal  this. 


EAST-PARTE  SONG. 

A   BALLAKI)   BY   MERRILL  BIXBY. 

It  is  said,  though  some  doabt  the  truth  of  it,  that  the  poet  sang' 
this  soog,  accompanying  himself  on  a  harp.  We  give  ouly  two 
stanzas,  the  otliei*s  ai*e  all  supposed  to  be  lost: — 

Yo  WarroiiilOM  tlint  livo  iu  town, 
Think  tlii«  mtl  tloiio  to  gniu  nniown, 
1'ik  liiil  n  Kliiiict'  Uint  you  inny  soi*, 
Wlittl  MiiipK*  r«M)U  some  folki*  cnii  Iki  . 

Think  not  I  ceubure  e^ery  one, 
Bat  those  whu  mischief  much  have  done, 
I  mean  tboso  mkes  out  in  the  east, 
Who  out  of  slander  make  a  tbtiAt. 
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AMOS  F.  CLOUGH'S  DIARY. 

KEPT  ON  MOOnKIIIMXKnC  IN  WINTKK  OF 

IH70. 

1869,  Dec.  31. — ^To-day  I  got  my  "traps"  to  make  stereo- 
g^phs  in  order  and  started*  for  the  mountain.  D.  6.  MarBh 
brought  me  out  to  MenilPs,  where  Prof.  J.  II.  Huntington,  of  the 
Geological  Survey,  was  waiting  for  me.  "We  started  at  11  a.  m., 
"  tmps"  on  a  handslcd,  n>pe  to  draw  by;  a  string  team,  Hunting- 
ton on  tlic  lead.  Wo  miule  good  progress  to  whore  he  left  his  sled ; 
snow  was  hanl  and  the  walking  good,  llcn^  we  divided  up,  took 
on  some  luggage,  and  Mien  began  the  ascent  in  earnest.  It  was 
warm  and  we  had  to  rest  quite  often.  My  load  became  heavy  and 
at  the  steep  part  1  left  off  the  valise,  which  had  nothing  to  fyeeze 
in  it. 

When  we  came  on  to  the  ridge  the  scene  was  the  grandest  I 
over  saw.  Tiiirge,  massive  clouds  woi*e  ftoiiting  along  the  base  of  the 
highest  mountains,  and  sweeping  acrosfi  the  tops  of  the  lesser  ones. 
The  White  mountains,  snow  white,  were  all  above  the  clouds, 
pieix;ing  the  blue  sky.  The  Green  mountains  were  dark  and 
frowning.  Lake  Winnepisseogee  was  a  field  of  glaring  ice.  The 
mountains  of  Maine,  of  Canada,  and  tho  Adirondacks  flashed  daz- 
zling in  the  setling  sun. 

The  \\un\  blew  strong  as  we  neared  the  Pi*osi>ect  House,  and 
we  wei-c  gla<l  to  go  in  and  get  some  **  grub,''  and  pi"epai*c  for  the 
night.  We  have  made  a  good  fire,  and  fixed  up  our  room.  A 
cloud  has  settled  down  upon  the  mountain  top,  it  is  as  dark  as 
Egypt  without,  and  here  alone,  away  fi*om  friends  and  social  life, 
we  feel  as  isolated  as  though  we  werc  in  Gi'eenland. 

1870,  Jan.  1. — Happy  now  year  "  to  people  down  on  earth." 
It  ixa  glorious  morning  up  \\vn\  The  sc^^ne  is  one  of  wild  iiiiig- 
nificence.  A  vast  ocean  of  clouds  is  below  us.  Rolling  masses, 
white  crested,  stretch  to  the  south  and  east  as  far  as  the  eye  can 
see ;  high  mouiitAins  pierce  through  them  like  islands.  The  White 
mountains  resemble  huge  icebergs  In  mid  ocean,  so  white  and  daz- 
zling is  their  lustra.'  As  the  sun  rose  higher,  breaks  began  io 
oc(*.ur  in  the  cloudy  mass,  revealing  the  worhl  l>elow,  which  seemed 
a  dark  >;awniiig  abyss. 

Went  down  after  my  luggage  and  brought  it  up.    A  fox  hail 


570  HI8TOKY  OF    WAKRBM. 

the  cnriosity  to  follow  lis  up  the  mountain  yesterday.  lie  came  to 
the  1'n)8|)ect  House,  bnt  never  askod  to  come  in.  He  pntlMibJ)' 
thon<^hl*il  wiiM  an  ernitic  notion. of  onr^  to  cuniu  up  on  (iiis  ifk*iik 
l»eak  at  thin  scmiaou  of  the  year.  I  found  ni1>bil  Inu-kK  iiloiit)' 
unioiig  the  lirs.  A  Cuniidu  spouse  luul  crofweil  anil  re-croKKecl  my 
patli  before  I  returned.  Wliite  winj^ed  cross-bills  were  at  work 
among  the  cones.  Black  caipped  titmice  were  as  merry  as  crickets^ 
singing  all  the  time  and  rattling  off  loose  pieces  of  bark  in  search 
of  insects,  while  Caimda  jays  fluttered  before  me,  now  cackling  like 
wild  •fiH^.ne,  then  whistling  like  a  luiwk,  tlien  barking  like  a  small 
clog,  ollcn  uttering  a  weird  and  ipierulous  iiiMe,  and  Ihially  tlru|>- 
ping  with  motionless  wings  soft  and  silent  as  a  falling  snow-flake, 
out  of  sight  in  tlie  daric  flrs.  These  are  all  hardy  birds  and  endure 
tlie  rigora  of  our  coldest  winters. 

Fixed  up  bed-room  at  ^nd  of  diidng  hall,  as  it  presents  more 
cliancxis  for  comfort  tliiui  any  otiier  room.  Sliall  imper  it  tlirougb- 
ont,  (op  and  liottoni.  Tlu;  wind  is  blowing  sliinig  from  IIm?  souUi- 
east.  '*  A  Hlonn  may  now  Ut  expcttted,'*  iu«  tlie  alninnau:  niakoni 
say.  Well,  i  can't  help  it,  mi  ''  letrcr-rip."  Ilnntingtou  is  goiiig^ 
to  make  meteorological  observations.    I  am  going  to  make  pictnreB. 

Jan.  2. — I  was  awake  nearly  all  night.  Wind  blew  hard  and 
it  began  to  snow.  It  makes  the  old  stone  house  shake.  It  blows 
a  perfect  gale,  not  in  gusts,  but  a  steady  pull  and  a  pull  altogether. 
At  H  o'clock  A.  M.  1  tm>k  the  ancnionietcr,  slooil  out  and  held  it 
five  minutes.  It  i-cgistered  75  miles  an  hour.  It  was  all  I  could 
do  to  stand  up  against  the  tempest.  Tlie  tvind  increased,  and  at 
noon  1  went  out  again.  The  wind  caught  nie  and  swept  me  sev- 
eml  yuiils  bcfui^c  I  could  make  a  stand,  and  then  only  by  bracing 
against  a  rock.  I  could  not  hear  Mr.  lluntington,  so  had  to  walcli 
to  8i!c  wli(;ii  the  live  minutes  was  up.  lie  gave  the  signal  and  I 
started  to  come  in.  T1k>  wind  threw  me  down  live  times  be- 
fore 1  reached  (lie  d4>or.  1  clung  to  the  mcks^  then  crept  on  my 
hands  and  knees,  and  wiien  I  entered  the  house,  my  clothing, 
though  of  the  heilviest  kind,  was  saturated  with  the  niiw,  I  was 
completely  out  of  breath,  and  ti'cmbled  all  over  with  the  exeiliou. 
We  found  that  the  wind  was  blowing  at  the  rate  of  97  1-2  miles 
per  hour — a  hurricane —  the  strongest,  fiercest  wind  everixHjorded 
in  the  United  States. 
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Welly  if  it  blows  much  liai'der,  tlicre  is  a  chance  that  Uiey  will 
have  a  first  class  hotel  over  at  North  Benton.  If  wo  go  it  will  be 
by  wind,  house  and  all.  We  can  go  well  enough,  but  how  the 
devil  shall  we  light.  Blow  and  be  hanged.  1  have  my  boots, 
coat  and  baton,  ready  for  a  start.  Huntington  looks  as  if  he  was 
ready.  How  it  blows!  The  wind  moans,  whines,  shrieks,  and 
yells,  like  a  thousand  ghosts,  the  house  trembles  and  rocks  though 
the  walls  ui*e  of  stone  three  feet  tliii^k,  and  the  i*oar  is  deafening. 
The  rain  comes  in  through  every  crack  and  ci*evice.  So  iiei-ce  is 
the  flmfl  of  the  st4)ve  that  the  wind  has  litemlly  sucked  the  fii-e 
out  and  we  have  had  the  greatest  dilliculty  in  re-kindling  it. 
Crash  I  every  glass  in  our  window  is  broken,  the  fire  is  sucked  out 
of  Uie  stove  again,  the  light  in  our  hurricane  lantern  is  extin- 
guished. I  speakg  but  no  one  answers ;  1  call  louder,  but  thera  is 
no  response;  Ishout,  but  no  answer  comes;  I  shiver  with  cold, 
and  wet,  and  teni|>c8t.     Darkness,  if  not  terror,  rcigns. 

Well,  we  have  got  the  window  fastened  up.  I  held  the  boards 
and  Huntington  nailed  tliem.  Then  we  nailed  blankets  over  tlie 
crevices  to  keep  tlie  wind  out.  After  9  r.  m.  tlie  wind  lulled;  at 
midnight  it  was  over  and  we  went  to  sleep. 

Jan.  3. — The  stoim  has  passed  by.  The  wind  has  changed, 
but  the  clouds  Htill  wrap  the  niounlain  top.  II.  went  down  i*} 
Nathaniel  Merriirs,  and  1  have  been  busy  llxing  up  our  domicil. 
Snow  has  nearly  all  gone  from  the  to]i;  icy  and  slipjjery.  Heard 
a  flock  of  cix)S8-bills  near  the  house. 

4. — ^The  clouds  Hse  up  occasionally,  giving  us  a  glimpse  of  tlie 
lower  world.    We  hung  out  a  red  light  to-night. 

6. — Some  snow  has  fallen.    Whid  strong.    Qui*  life  is  very 

quiet — hermit  like! 

G. — Snowed  all  this  day.     Wind  S.  W.    Am  iV4iding  geology. 

7. — Cold.    Thermometer  3  degrees  below.    Wind  N.  W. 

8. — Weather  milder.  Clouds  have  blown  away.  Snow  drift 
as  liigh  as  the  house,  and  over  our  window.  We  had  to  shovel  a 
hole  through  it  before  we  got  any  daylight. 

9. — Cold.  Wind  N.  W.  Heavy  clouds  diiving  across  the 
monutaiin.  ('ame  down  ii tier  a  barometer.  \Uu\  tough  time  get- 
ting over  the  ridge  where  it  was  drilled.  Snow  a  foot  deep  in 
^oods — live  inches  at  Mr.  MerrilFs. 

10.— At  Mr.  MerriU's. 
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11.— Left  Mr.  M.'s  at  10:90  a.  m.  with  a  hayenack  well 
filled — barometer,  gnn,  and  siiow-ahoea— a  beavy  load,  for  the 
Prospect  House.  Snow  ^rew  doe|)er  as  1  wont  u|>  tlio  nioiiiiiaun. 
Could  not  use  the  snow-shoes  they  '*  loaded  **  up  so.  Had  to  take 
them  ofT  and  wallow  up  to  my  knees.  Shot  at  two  birds;  did  not 
get  eitlier  of  them.  At  last  I  gained  the  ridge  wliere  the  aiioir 
was  blown  oflT;  it  was  like  taking  the  fetters  from  one's  feet  to  be 
able  to  walk  without  wallowing.  Never  was  a  breeze  more  reTir- 
ing  in  a  hot  sultry  day  in  midsummer,  than  the  one  on  the  ridge, 
though  it  was  far  below  the  fh)ezing  poinL  It  infused  new  Tigor 
into  my  weary  limbs,  and  1  pushed  rapidly  forward  to  the  Pros- 
pect House ;  arrived  at  2 :30  p.  m.  having  been  a  little  over  fear 
hours  finom  Mr.  Merrill's.  As  I  came  along  the  ridge,  saw  rabbit 
tracks  where  it  had  leaped  along  the  path.  There  were  also  the 
tracks  of  a  stoat  or  ermine,  evidently  in  pursuit;  but  I  loat  sigfat 
of  tluMu  where  tlie  snow  was  blown  away. 

12. — Itains.    Wind  S.  \V.    No  fair  weather  since  Jan.  1. 

1:1. — Snowed  nearly  all  (hiy.  Shoveled  out  our  window.  II. 
went  down  and  got  the  snow-shoes  I  left.  The  storm  has  broken 
up  this  p.  M.,  and  massive  clouds  roll  along  the  base  of  the  moun- 
tain. Snow  squalls  are  to  be  seen  here  and  there  over  the  country. 
Still  and  calm,  more  so  than  usual  up  here.  House  is  well  chinked 
and  daubed  with  fh>st. 

14. — A  remarkably  fine  day.  We  are  up  in  a  clear,  beauti- 
flilly  ti-anspareut  atmosphere.  All  below  is  covered  with  clouds; 
a  vast  ocean  of  clouds  dotted  with  islands  to  the  east  and  nortb- 
cast,  the  mountains  rising  through  tlie  dense  vapor. 

1  liavc  made  some  glorious  stereoscopic  views;  frost  views 
and  cloud  views,  and  mountains  in  the  distance.  How  T  have 
enjoyed  this  day ! 

15. — A  liard  storm,  snow  and  rain.  Tenible  long  days  antl 
nigliUi  up  here ! 

1(). — II.  went  down  to-<l:iy.  Got  back  at  I  .:M)  r.  ir. — brought 
lots  of  lcttoi*s.  Played  boy  to-night  and  went  sliding  down  the 
side  of  the  nionntaiu  on  a  sled. 

17. — Hard  8tonn.     Rain  and  snow.    Wind  S.  E. 

18. — Wind  shitled  to  N.  W.,  and  blowed  hard  enough  to  knock 
the  stonn  all  to  sln-eds.    CAeav  as  a  bell  this  a.  ii.    The  mountaius 
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Are  ^niy,  snow  inoBtly  goiio,  only  Inrgo  drifts  loft  In  the  mvinos 
mid  gorges.  Dng  out  the  spring  to-^y — don't  fancy  snow  water 
much. 

19.— Pleasant.  Went  over  to  "  Jobildunk  "  ravine.  The  falls 
are  ice  crags, — splendid  I  Shall  make  some  views  there.  Cross- 
bills and  chicjkadees  were  plenty  in  the  hackmatacks.  As  we  came 
up  over  the  bix>w  of  the  inonntaln,  saw  what  I  took  to  be  a  smoke 
and  Uibnght  (lio  houHc  htul  burned.  I  wont  a  low.  ix>dR  protly 
quick ;  it  proved  to  be  a  thin  cloud,  so  I  was  sold  cheap. 

20. — Pleasant,  (lot  breakfast,  t^ok  my  gun  and  started  down 
the  mountain.  Shol  some  cross-bills ;  heard  a  bird  wliistling  away ; 
mocked  him,  he  lighted  on  a  stump  to  investigate ;  I  fired  and  he 
flew  "  like  tlmnder.''  Lucky  fellow  I  he  was  about  two  thirds  as 
lai'ge  as  a  robin.  Shot  at  a  large  plicated  wood-pecker,  but  did 
not  hit  him.  Saw  an  abundance  of  chickadees.  Grot  to  Mr.  Mer- 
ri IPs  at  noon.  No  letters,  no  papers,  "  no  nothin," — a  big  joke  t 
Sent  the  birds  to  a  taxidermist.  Got  dinner,  talked  with  d  minis- 
ter of  nuich  i*eligion  and  but  little  sense;  started,  struck  a  two- 
forty  gait,  and  came  up  to  the  Prasitect  House  on  time. 

21'. — Cold.  Five  men  and  a  "  spotted  dorg  "  came  up  to  see  us 
from  Noilh  Benton. 

22. — Miulc  some  pictuixjs — ^good  ones.  Cross-bills  wei*e  plenty 
about  tlie  house  to-day.  An  ermine  crossed  the  mountain  last 
night,  about  half-way  between  the  house  and  the  spring.  They 
are  hanly  fellows  and  pursue  their  game  with  a  great  deal  of 
tenacity.    11.  is  getting  lonesome. 

23. — ^Rained.  H.  went  down — brought  up  two  letters.  Shov- 
eled snow  to  keep  out  the  wind. 

24. — ^Made  plcturo  of  frost  feathers  to-<lay.  Glorious  I  Also 
cloud  view  over  Lake  AVinnepisseogee, — gmnd  and  sublime  I  The 
AdiifMidacks  weit;  lighted  up  Ui-day,  their  sharp  i>eaks  gleaming 
in  snow  with  dark  clouds  for  a  back-ground — never  saw  them  so 
magnificent  before. 
25. — Stormy. 

20. — Storm  has  abated,  but  dark  heavy  clouds  drive  across  the 
mounlnin,  making  it  almost  as  black  as  night.  The  bushes  in  the 
shrlteifMl  spots  arc^  covrred  with  great  balls  of  ice  of  a  tea  given 
color.    On  these  form  the  ** frost  J'eathers.^^    Wliat  is  vciy  pccu- 
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liar,  Uie^te  feathers  form  or  build  up  against  the  wind,  while  the 
Hide  oppoftito  Ik  left  l)aro.  The  same  effect  in  prodnccd  on  tlio 
rocktjy  i)rc8i$iitiii«^  a  coinpleto  coverin«;  of  pure  whito  snow  IcaUh 
01*8.     Went  down  towards  tho.mvine. 

27. — Nfounted  my  snow  sliocs,  took  an  axe  and  an  old  iron  lee- 
kettle,  and  started  for  Jobildank  ravine.  Splendid  view  there ; 
ice  columns  a  hundred  feet  high.  What  a  time  I  had  getting  down 
to  the  foot!  .  First,  I  sent  the  axe  down  on  a  voyage  of  disooyery 
and  to  bush  out  a  iNitli.  FTow  it  IcaiMMl  and  slid  and  plnngecl  as  it 
went  down  to  the  woods  a  thousand  feet  below  1  Next  went  the 
snow-Klioes;  but  the  kvM\v.  would  bu  nmashed  and  I  kept  it  along 
with  me.  Then  I  slid  a  little  way  clinging  by  the  bashes,  and 
holding  to  a  birch  got  down  a  perpendicular  descent  some  ten  feet. 
From  this  I  could  not  get  back  at  all  nor  down  except  by  jumping. 
Then  [  sent  the  tea-kettle  ahead — ^it  went  leaping  and  whirling 
twenty  feet  at  a  l>ound,  smiished  in  pieces  and  was  lost  in  Uie  firs. 
I  never  saw  it  again.  I  looked  over  tlie  precipice.  There  was  a 
»liolf  of  the  i*ock  twenty  loot  lielow  and  a  snow  l>ank  on  It.  ft 
was  the  only  way.  I  juuiihhI  and  settled  ti»  my  knees  in  it.  The 
rest  of  the  way  was  easier,  and  sliding  and  jumping,  I  was  at  the 
foot  in  almost  no  time,  Ft  was  a  wild,  grand  scene,  ice  precipices 
rising  one  al>ove  the  ollmr  a  tlioiiwuid  feet,  till  tJie  tops  are  lost  in 
the  clouds.  Spotted  my  viewS)  and  was  two  hours  climbing  home 
through  ttio  woods.  Tht^  nivino  is  one  of  the  wildest  places  in 
New  ILunpshire,  esi)e€iatly  in  winter.  The  Asquamchumauke 
comes  down  through  it. 

28. — (JJold.  Made  some  pictures  of  frost  work,  and  one  mag- 
niticent  cloud  view.  II.  went  down  to  Mr.  Merrill's  and  brought 
iij)  Icttci-s  and  paiH^re.  I  am  pleased.  Two  white-winged  cross- 
bills came  into  the  house  to-<luy  as  1  left  the  door  o\xiu.  They 
were  lively  and  are  the  only  living  things  that  visit  us  except  a 
tew  mico  wlio  hixw.  Uikoii  lo4l*(iii«rs  on  (he  outside  of  our  room, 
where  tlu?y  can  got  tiomc  heat  tVoin  the  stove.  A  man  by  tJie 
name  of  Adams  started  to  come  to  tlie  house,  got  lost  and  stopped 
out  on  the  mountain  all  ui<j^ht.  He  got  back,  having  only  frozen 
his  feet.     Wonderful  that  he  did  not  i)erish. 

29. — Storms.     Terrible  lonesome  here  to-day. 

30. — Wind  ti fly  miles  i>cr  hour.    Snow  flies.    Dug  out  the 
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window  three  times  to  let  in  daylight.  The  house  is  snowed  up 
very  tight — ^vciy  inonotonon9.  Clond«  nnd  storm,  storm  and 
clouds.    Not  so  cold  hero  ns  1  thought  it  would  be. 

31. — Cool  but  pleasant.  Ther.  stands  at  0.  Made  the  best 
picturos  of  the  White  mountains  that  J  have  ever  got.  The  moun- 
tains are  clear  and  white,  and  seem  brought  forward. 

Heavy  banks  of  clouds  hnvo  been  hanging  on  the  hori7X)n, 
south  and  cost,  all  day.  Abtmt  3  r.  m.  tlioy  began  to  come  inland 
like  a  huge  sea,  enveloping  the  hills  and  valleys.  Then  the  vapor 
rosd  np  over  the  high  nionntains  fonning  dark  domes  in  the  sun- 
light, and  atr>  i*.  m.  we  were  cMivelopcMl  with  so  thick  and  black  a 
cloud  that  we  could  scarce  see  thi*eo  rods.  Such  is  life  on  a  moun- 
tain. 

One  month  has  gone  since  we  cante  up  here.  It  has  slipped 
quickly  and  quietly  away,  and  I  have  had  about  all  of  this  that  I 
wanl,  but  shall  stay  a  while  longer  if  nothing  hapiiens. 

Feb.  1. — Went  down  on  earth.  Huntington  st^ps  at  Merrill's, 
and  is  to  walk  up  and  down  the  mountnin  to  get  the  record  of  the 
thennometer  and  barometer. 

IT). — AVell,  after  two  weeks  of  sojourn  below,  F  am  here  in  the 
region  of  bleakness  and  storms  once  moi-e.  A  dense  fog  envelops 
llie  monnUiin,  shutting  out  all  distance. 

Uu — Cohl;  wiml  N.  \V.  Clouds  di-ove  over  our  mountain 
|»eak  till  about  noon,  then  f^leared  oil*  clear  as  crystal, — clearer 
than  I  ever  saw  it  before.  AVe  can  sec  the  ocean  plain  as  th«  nose 
on  a  man's  face.  Tt  is  through  the  notches  of  the  hills  beyond 
Ijake  Winnepisseogee,  a  long  bright  line  of  blue. 

It  i<t  gt'owing  cold,  thermometer  10  degrees  below.  IIo|)e  it 
will  1)0  cold  as  Dante's  hell,  for  it  gives  us  a  glorious  view. 

17. — ( Jnld.  Miifle  a  low  pictun^s,  Ihon  sInHed  lor  Mr.  MerrilTs. 
Slid  on  sled  half  a  mile  down  to  the  ridge.  Was  one  and  a  half 
hours  getting  to  Mr.  M.'s.  Grot  letters,  papers,  pail  of  sugar,  and 
gun,  and  am  now  on  the  road  back,  snow-shoeing  it  up  the  bridle 
path — am  stopping  on  the  ridge  now.  Can  see  the  ocean  distinctly. 
Heavy  clouds  ai*e  coming  fi*om  it.  A  r.  m. — Am  at  the  *rros|>ect 
II«>ns<*,  and  tli(^  clouds  are  here  too.  They  tncfr,jnst  one  hour  coin- 
ing from  lite  ocean  to  MoosehiUock,  My  boots  fi*07X3  stifT  coming 
up.    Storms  to  night. 
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18.— Storms.  Well,  I  like  a  storm;  it  ronsespecaliarfeeliiigs; 
oxcitcineiit,  when  it  goc!S  in  strong,  and  it  does  that  to-day,  sore. 
One  iniu^HSiiiit  nmr  all  day;  driving  8liH*.t  and  rain.  Tlie  lioiifao 
sluikcH  and  trcniblciM,  th«mgli  one  side  in  Iniriod  in  a  hiniw  cirifl  to 
tlic  top  of  till!  roof,  nearly,  witli  live  incites  of  snow  and  ice  ou  the 
roof  and  walls. 

10  A.  M. — Went  out  with  the  anemometer.  We  liad  a  banel 
set  for  the  puri)ose,  but  the  snow  and  i(«  liad  filled  It  up.  So  I 
held  Uie  machine  for  ten  minutes.  Sat  down  hack  to  the  wind  a»- 
tridcM)f  llic)  harrol.  It  wiw  no  lK>y'8  play.  Maithino  won't  wt;i;di 
live  iM>und8,  but  it  CiruHl  nie  terribly.  Tlie  wind  would  case  a  tri- 
fle, then  come  witli  a  rush  and  a  roar  louder  than  tliaudcr,  that 
made  me  cling  legs  and  arms  to  the  barrel.  The  roar  was  deafen- 
ing— I  could  not  hear.  Huntington  gave  signal  with  his  liand  and 
[  made  for  the  house.  Was  thrown  flat  down  by  the  wind,  then 
crept  in.  Flow  queer  F  felt.  •!  reeled  and  st^iggerod  like  a  drunk- 
en man.  My  head  wa«  giddy,  my  eye^  on  Are,  a  tlirill  like  elec- 
tricity shot  through  my  whole  body,  making  me  wild  and  rccklem. 
How  it  would  have  operated  had  I  stop|>ed  longer,  I  cannot  say. 
I  should  be  careless  of  my  life  to  try  it  again.  The  wind  is  blow- 
ing a  hundred  miles  an  hour — the  sleet  cuts  like  a  knife — and  my 
skin  smarts  wherever  it  was  struck. 

Ulows  like  gi*eat  guns  this  i*.  m.  ICain  comes  down  a  i>crrect 
shower.  Uuiis  in  sti-e^mis  about  our  window.  We  luive  got  i>ails, 
buckets,  kettles,  &c.,  Uy  imtch  it  and  keep  fhim  being  dit>\viied 
out.  This  is  worse  than  the  storm  of  Jan.  2;  but  we  are  better 
pi*cpaitHl  to  meet  it. 

8  p.  M. — No  abatement  in  tlie  storm  yet.  Blow  I  blow!  I  like 
it.     U  is  like  a  roar  of  tluuider  all  the  time. 

10:30  1'.  M. — Still  continues.  Wind  howls  now  like  ten  thou- 
gaud  fiends  let  loose  from  the  infernal  i-cgions. 

11). — Well,  the  stonn  liiis  sjicut  its  fui-y  at  last.  The  wild  deaf- 
ning  runr  has  died  away,  but  occasional  gusts  sweep  along,  sigh- 
ing with  a  low  moan,  the  last  dying  throes  of  the  wild,  terrifying 
hurricane.  It  began  to  abate  hist  midnight.  Would  like  to  have 
the  clouds  lill  a  few  nnnutes  to  see  how  it  sei-ved  people  down  on 
earth.     H.  has  gone  down  and  when  he  comes  back  he  will  report. 

It  takes  a  blow  from  S.  K.  to  get  up  a  storm  and  keep  it  agoing. 
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» 

It  Also  taken  a  blow  from  the  N.  AV.,  up  in  this  altitado,  a  tnilo 
above  the  ocean,  to  clear  it  off.    It  is  cold  to-dny. 

This  r.  M.  we  jfot  frost  clouds,  **  clouds  made  up  of  minute 
particles  of*  i(re,  said  to  hrin<|^  death  to  any  one  caught  in  them." 
That  story  is  a  myth.  *  Wo  found  them  as  harmless  as  a  summer 
vapor. 

20. — Ther.  14  degrees  below.  Clear  and  pleasant.  Looked 
awajf  to  the  south-east  and  saw  the  ocean.  Walked  down  to  the 
ravine.  (Jot  a  Call  and  slid  down  a  hniidrod  feet^ironght  up  in  a 
snow  bank ;  w^is  frightened,  but  not  hurt  a  l)it.  Hackmatacks  are 
linried  in  snow.  Wind  has  changed  to  south-east  again.  Another 
storm  is  on  (he  stocks.  * 

2  p.  M. — It  is  blowing  again.  It  roara  again — it  howls  again. 
I  thought  the  wind  had  blown  as  hard  as  it  could,  but  it  is  now 
woi*so  tlian  ever  befoi*e.  F  shall  not  wet  myself  to  the  skin  again 
to  hold  up  that  anemometer.  I  know  it  blows  at  the  rate  of  more 
than  a  hundred  miles  an  hour.  I  low  it  roars.  iUit  '^  roar"  don't 
express  Uie  noise.  Bellow  is  too  tame  by  half.  In  a  tluuider 
sterm  (he  lightning  (lashes,  blinding  the  sight.  Then  comes  a 
sharp  report  which  immediately  gives  way  to  deep,  reverberatory 
rumbling  (hat  shakes  and  makeseverything  vibrato  with  its  power, 
then  rolls  away  and  is  lost.  Now  just  imagine,  if  you  can,  a  con- 
tinual roll  of  the  (irst  reverberati(His,  ailiH'  the  sharp  re[)ort  is  over, 
and  you  will  have  some  laint  idea  of  what  we  have  this  day, — a 
continual  thunder,  making  everything  shake,  for  hours  togctlicr. 

Have  storms  like  this  swept  over  these  mountains  for  thou- 
sands of  yeai*s,  perhaps  millions  of  years,  or  is  tliis  a  special  storm 
for  the  benefit  of  us  two  poor  mortals  who  have  invaded  this  bleak 
and  lofty  i*egion ?    Caift  tell! 

21. — Snows,  and  tlien^  is  a  drill  lll'feen  feet  high  on  the  south 
side  of  our  house.  Had  to  shovel  out  our  window  to  let  in  day- 
light. 1  p.  M.— I  am  writing  by  lamplight;  the  house  is  completely 
snowed  up. 

22. — Ther.  17  degrees  below.  House  still  snowed  up— time 
drags! 
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23.— HiVe  worked  with  the  Theodolite  this  day.    The  follow 
log  are  some  of  the  principal  points  wliich  we  liaye  sighted : — 

POINTS  FROM  yOOSEHILLOCK  MOUHTAIK. 

IftWMhlngton Hortli  70  tleirree« 

MLCarrigau ••       M  '* 

Mt.  Figwacket SoulhSS 

Tlie  Oceau  seen **      28  *' 

Lake  WinneplMMgee •«      SB  ** 

Mt.  Belknap •*       U  ** 

Manchester,  N.  H "        *  "       _ 

Mt.Keanarg« •«       U  "       W. 

Mount  Carr "      16  - 

MLMonadnock "       lil  •' 

MLAftcutocy "      61  ••           •* 

Mt-CulM) "      W  •*           " 

MLCiniylock     .« •*»•*           *! 

■r:ii..._rf....  ■•^.i._  u  ill  44  4« 


KilUugtuu  I'eaks *•  61 

MLMarcT.N.  Y Nortb  71  " 

CameUHamp *«  60  **           ^ 

Lake  Ch^mplain •*  6i  ^           ^ 

Mt.Manalleld u  |S  «. 

Jay  Peak           "  11  ••          " 

Percy  or  Stark  Peaka '<  17  *' 

Mt.  Lafayette "  56  " 

21. — (/ohl.  I*af:k(iil  up  mid  luivo  taken  imrt  of  our  things 
dowu  below  the  Cold  spring.  The  snow  is  very  deep  there,  yet 
the  spring  runs  musical,  tlic  same  as  ever.  Cross-bills  and  other 
winter  birds  are  very  plenty.  Coming  back,  saw  wliere  a  wolf 
had  crossed  tlie  mountain  last  night.  lie  made  a  track  as  lui|^  as 
a  dog.  Prof.  H.  froze  his  feet  getting  up  to  the  Prospect  House 
yesterday,  and  thawed  them  out  in  snow. 

25. — TTere  it  is  noon,  and  I  am  writing  by  lamplight,  for  we 
have  not  courage  enough  to  go  out  and  shovel  the  snow  aw.-iy  from 
our  window.  Ther.  15  degrees  below.  AVind  blows  hard  and  w^e 
cannot  get  off  this  mountain  to-day.  Just  went  out  in  the  other 
room  and  saw  a  stoat,  or  ermine,  or  weasel.  He  is  about  eight 
inches  long,  small  head,  full  eyes,  body  pure  white,  tail  tive  inches 
long  tipi)ed  with  black,  lie  juni|)ed  out  of  the  window  whci-c 
there  is  a  broken  light  of  ^^lass,  then  turiioil  round  and  looked 
back.  1  made  a  noise  like  a  mouse,  an<l  he  went  to  looking  for 
thai  aniiiiul.  Thov  ai*c  conni^cuns,  vrry  spry  and  aclivo,  anil  will 
kill  rabbits  and  hens  ten  times  their  weight.    No  hens  up  here! 

20. — It  is  stormful,  and  clouds  rush  wildly  along  over  the 
mountain.  We  have  packcul  up.  Our  sleds  are  loaded.  We 
ai*e  going  to  leave  the  Prospect  House, — leave  Mooseliillock  — 
ai-e  going  down  on  eartlu     What  an  experience  for  nearly  two 
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months  wo  have  liod  up  here.  Btonns,  hnily  ndn,  sleet,  snow; 
honso  rocking,  dizzyhi^;  wind  roaring,  yelling,  howling,  screech- 
ing, 8ci*caniing,  moaning,  winning,  crying;  thou  thundering,  one 
continuous  i*oll  so  loud  that  the  most  powerful  voice  could  not  be 
heard  thrco  feet  away.  And  Uien  what  sunshine!  How  grand 
the  thousand  snowy  mountain  peaks  around  us  I  The  rivers  aud 
the  lakes,  glaring  ice,  (lashing  in  a  flood  of  glodous  sunlight!  The 
ocean!  how  Kuhlinic  and  how  distinctly  seen,  ninety  miles  away! 
No  mortals  since  the  world  began  ever  had  such  an  experience  on 
North  American  mountain  toj)  as  we  have  had. 


CHRONOLOGY. 

Indians  in  Warren  Trom  timo  immemorial— year 1 

Wnnalancct  in  Warren 1075 

Watornomce  ascends  Moosilaulce— Acteon's  statement— about  1686 

Kancamagtts  in  Warren 1080 

Captives  carried  throngh  Warren 1000 

Kxpeditions  iii>  towards  Warren  after  Indians 1700 

Caleb  Lrmaii  Kills  Pemigewassettn ITOi 

Lieut.  Thos.  Baker  marches  througli  Warren 171S 

Waternomee  kille<l.           171S 

Capt.  tlolin  Lovewell  kills  Indians  nesr  Warren 17M 

Capt.  Sam*l  Willard,  .labez  Fairbanks,  and  Col.  Tyng,  m'oh  toward  Warren  ITSi 

Capt.  *Jolm  GoflTe  marclies  towai*d  Warren 1740 

Court*s  Committee  pass  througli  Warren 170S 

Acteon  Captures  .John  Stark .  1783 

John  TolFurrl  comes  to  Warren 175S 

Capt.  Peter  Powers  marclies  tlirough  Warren 1764 

Indians  with  their  captives  camp  liy  Wachipaukn  pond    .....  1780 

Cnpt.  John  (vofTo  Imating  on  tlie  Asquamrhnmnnko 1700 

MaJ.  Uol>fM-t  UiigorH  and  hin  rangrm  rnuip  by  Wncliipnuka  pond    .       .       •  1760 

llngcrH*  llnnp:rrH,  Konie  of  thcni,  pass  through  Wurrcn 1760 

llnntcrs  in  Warren 1700 

Warren  niappotl  itnd  namoil 170] 

Warren  grauMMl  to. lohn  Page nnil  olliem,  July  14 17CS 

Warren  survcycMl 1706 

Warren  settled 1707 

Road  cleared 1707 

First  religious  meeting— Congregational— about 1776 

Revolution 1776 

First  mill 1770 

WarrenHncorporated 1770 

First  town  meeting 1770 

FinKt  training 1780 

First  public  school 17831 

nnuudary  IIuon  settled 17HI 

The  Kra  of  Uc«iuisiles,  about 1706 

Methodism  first  in  Warren 1790 

Turnpike  Imilt 1808 

Second  war  with  Rugland 181) 

First  Pennanent  Stage 1014 

Spotted  Fever 1816 

First  Meetinghouse  built 1818 

Daniel  Welch  perished  on  Moosehlllock 1896 

Mine  discoverefl 1800 

Horry  brook  road  opone<1 1880 

(treat  lawsuit 1041 

Railroad  built 1061 

WarnMi  Common  cleared 1060 

Pn»s|H'ct  House  built  and  road  cut  on  to  Moosehlllock 1000 

Centennial  Celebration,  July  14 
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•los^O  I0;i.sl.iii2lii 
Jos.  (j.  ICdjrorlv 

M.  V.  u.  ii:ti;,ro;.|y 

J.  E  Evorctt 
A.  G.  l'Virb:uik8 
Jos.  W.  Fellows 
John  Forg^uson 
J.  0.  Kmiicli  . 
Sarjilfxis  (rlossiiiii 
(^lmrl<s  (ioolfl 
K.  W.  I  larriii^rtoii 
John  Ihii'i'iiij^toii 
K.  I).  Miidlnv 
SU^ihrii  I  Ionian 
Jacob  l'\  Jewell 
Abbic  A.  Johnson 
J.  B.  Jones    . 
Jost'ph  Kidder 
E.  \y.  F^ibbey 
Kancv  J.  Libbey 
11.  D*.  Lord    . 
Mary  M.  Mclendy 
Anson  Merrill 
John  T.  Moore 
Chas.  U.  Morrison 
Geo.  W.  Morrison 
iiodni.*;  Nutt  . 
A.  C.  Osgood 
Win.  U.  PjiUen 
David  L.  Perkins 
Tl.  A.  Prof5rott 
l>.  \y.  Ki^ynohls 
Isaac  W.  Smith 
Mos.^s  E.  Smith 
Frederick  Smyth 
Justin  Spear  . 
C.  AV.  Stanley 
Florarrt  Stetson 
Dan' I  tj.  Sleveim 
E.  II.  Slowo  . 
E.  A.  Straw  . 
Cyrus  A.  Sulloway 
Willinm  J.  Tucker 
Saniu'd  Upton 
James  A.  Weston 
Darius  Wilson 
Frank  h.  Wilson  . 


MAHI.ItOIKMiCII,  MASS. 

AlboC.  Weeks      .    1 


MKIUUftlAOK. 

L.  W.  Parker     .  1 

MII.KOUI). 

B.  Wadlei^h,  one  for 
self  and  one  for 
U.  B.  Hatch,  per 
order  clerk  of  the 
court       .        .  2 

NASHUA. 

II.  B.  AMierlon.  1 

William  Barrett  1 

W.  W.  Railev     .  i 

W.V,  Hatchrldor  1 

Joseph  M.  Copp  1 

Dr.  F.  L.  Gerald  1 

G.  A.   Ranisddl  1 

Sawyer  Junior   .  1 

Gilman  Scripture  1 

NKW  BOSTON. 

C.  B.  Cochrane  .  1 

NEW  DURHAM. 

C.  II.  Boody      .  1 

NEWTON,   MASS. 

I.  H.  Silsby        .  1 

NEW   VOUK  CITV. 

C.  A.  Fiskc        .  1 

Mercantile  Lib'rv  1 

N.  Y.  Hist.  Soc*  1 

Geo.  II.  Moore  .  1 

ONEIDA,   ILL. 

E.  D.  Aiken       .  1 

C.  E.  Clement    .  1 

rETEIlBOUOIMIIl. 

CharloH  Scoit      .  1 

ri,YMourii. 

H.AV.  Blair        .  1 

J.  A.  Dodj^e       .  I 

J.  AV.  Whiteman  1 

l*ORT  HURON,  MICH. 

J.F.Merrill       .  1 

l*OUTLANl),  MK. 

U.  C.  Tcabody  .  1 


PROVHIKNCE,  U.  1. 

M.  11.  Bixby      .  6 

RINlKiE. 

£.  S.  Stearus      .  1 

RUTLAND,  VT. 

G.A.Merrill     .  1 

C.  K.  Williams  .  1 

8ALEM,   MAH8. 

llcnry  Bixby      .  I 

SPRlNcnaELD,  MA8S# 

W.  (yloffston       .  1 

(.V)Innibus('lou<^h  1 

M.  U.G.liilmoro  1 

Curtis  B.  Newell  1 

James  Parker     .  1 

TILTON. 

J.  H.  Goodale    .  I 

VKRSMIRE,  VT. 

A.  J.  Clough      .  1 

WILTON. 

C.  II.  Burns       .  1 

WOBURN,    MASS. 

A.  A.  Clement  .  1 

A.  E.  Clement   .  1 

Mi-8.  J.  B.  Flagg  1 

Mra.  J.  Wendon  1 

W0U(:E8TER,  MASS. 

C.  W.  Hamilton  I 
W.  Hamilton  .  1 
A.  E.  Noyes       .  1 

R.  Woodward    .  1 

WARRKN. 

A.  M.  Barlier     .  1 

J.  W.  Bat  (holder  J 

It.  Bat43heldor     .  1 

D.  E.  Bixby  .  1 
llev.D.C.  Bixby  1 
James  M.  Bixby  1 
Sam'l  B.  Bixby  .  1 
Luther  Blake  .  1 
J.  8.  Blod^ctt  .  1 
C.  F.  Bnu».ey  .  1 
John  L.  (/lark  .  1 
8.  K.  Clark       .  1 
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HISTO&T  OF  WASRXN. 


Amos  Clement 
Benjamin  Clement 
Bcnj.  Clement,  Jr 
D.  Q.  Clement 
Geo.  B.  Clement 
James  Clement 
Jas.  A.  Clement 
John  Clement 
Joseph  Clement 
R.  K.  Clement 
,W.  Clement  . 
Geo.  C.  Clifford 
Z.  L.  Clifford 
A.F.  (;iaugh 

C.  W.  Clongh 
Olcott  Colby . 

D.  B.  Cotton . 

C.  W.  Cummings 
F.  C.  Cummings 
J.  T.  Cummings 
Gilman  C.  Davis 
John  E.  Davis 
W.  S.  Dogfett 
Jonathan  Dow 
Stevens  M.  Dow 
Beni.  F.  Eastman 

D.  Y.  Eastman 
J.  B.  EasCman 
Jesse  Eastman 
Ezra  B.Eaton 
H.  A.  Eaton  . 
James  Edgar 

C.  O.  Fi-encli 

D.  A.  French 
Osco  II.  French 
A.J.  Foote    . 
A.  F.  Gale     . 
O.S.  Gleason 


T.  Haines  . 
Mrs.  J.IIorriman 
N.  Harris   . 
Mrs.  8.  M.  Heath 
Joint  Holt  . 
11.  C.llowland. 
A.  M.  Jackson  . 
G.  AV.  Jackson  . 
Levi  F.  Jewell  . 
J.S.  Jewett 
Ezra  W.  Keyes  . 
M.  P.  Kimball  . 
Mercy  J.  Knapp 

C.  K.  Leonard   . 
G.  E.  Leonard   . 
E.  B.  Libbey      . 
Geo.  Libbey 
Ilazen  Libbey    . 
Ira  Libbey 
John  Libbej 
Nuncy  J.  Libl>oy 
Nath.  Libbey     . 
AY^alter  Libbey  . 
G.  A.  Little 
Jonatlian  Little  . 
J.  M.  LitUe 
Susan  C.  Little  . 
II.  B.  Low 

G.  W.  Lund  . 
James  P.  Lund  . 
J.  D.  Mars  ton    . 

D.  G.  Mareh  . 
Asa  Merrill 

(J.  W.  Merrill  . 
Enoch  Merrill  . 
II.  N.  Merrill  . 
Ira  Merrill . 


James  P.  Merrill 
James  S.  l^fcrriH 
Jesse  Merrill 
N.  Merrill  2a.     . 
1{u8sell  Merrill    . 
S:irah  C.  Merrill 
George  B.  Noyes 
J.  H.  Noyes 
S.  M.  Noyes 
AmosT.  Page    . 
Reuben  Paige 
A.  M.  Pill=?bury 
K.  Pilli^bnry 
M.  W.  PilUbury 
Geo.  F.  Putnam 
Nath.  Richardson 
M.  J.  Sanborn    . 
Jos.  Sherburne  . 
Darius  O..  Swain 
F.  J.  Swain 
(•eo.  E.  Swain  . 
8.  E.  Swain 
Franklin  Towle 
S.  Tniscott 
Jas.  O.  Tuttle     . 
Rnssell  Upton     . 
E.  R.  Weeks 
H.  W.  Weeks     . 
Ira  M.  WtHjks     . 
Wm.  H.  Weeks  . 
James  Welton     . 
II.  A.  AVhiieman 
J.  M.  AVhilenmn 
N.  Whiteinan 
Levi  C.  AVhitclier 
Sam.  Wliitclier  . 
J.  M.  Wliiton     . 


INDEX. 


The  tnble  of  proprietors,  page  170,  is  not  indexed,  neither  are  the  lists  of 
voters,  town  officers,  sabscribers,  or  tables  of  names  in  the  Appendix.    Indian 
names  are  in  SMALL  capitals. 


Abbott,  .fohn       280, 288,  821  n,  893  n,  664 

Moses 4ft6 

ACTKON,  3:1  n,  35,  43,  61.  Gl,  00, 71, 103, 112 

Adirondnclcs 253 

Ailcenbiuolc 2tU 

Jntnes  210-218, 232, 243-2  t(i 

Albert,  J  lenrv 60P 

Algonquin  Indians  ....     23 
AMARI8COG0IN  Indians      26  n,  04,  08,74 

Amlinf«c:wie !W,  127 

Amoskkau  Indians  .  .  .  21  n,  no 
Animals        168, 210, 220, 237,  218, 251,  318 

370-377,  62(J 

Anncxntinn 447 

Apple  trees 210 

Arling,  Abigail  ....  814-310 
ArOSAOUNTICOOKS    .   03-00,111-118,182 

Arrows n.  85 

ASQUAUCIIUMAITKB  Hver         .    18-20,  83 

85, 101, 100, 122  n,  190,  845 

Atkinson,  Theodore,  Jr.  103-164, 167, 168 

173, 170,  178, 100 

Auctions 2K:<* 

Antnmn  161,860,251,418-420 

B. 

Badger,  David 821 

.lohn 8*1 

Baker,  Cnpt.  Thomas  81-86, 100 

Tonds  .  .     109, 122 

Kiver.    (See  Asqnanichnmanke.) 

Balch,.lnhn  .      206-207,343,808 

Bald  hill 10 

Balls 809-312 

Harbor,  Albert  M 451 

Barker,  .lolm       ....     128,129 
Sarah       ....     802,433 

stilinian 43.1 

Bam,  tlir  first  one  .810 
Barr,  Cspl.  Samnel  ....  06 
Barter 


.  180 

.  818 
n,  826, 871,878 
810,861 

.  820 

186, 810, 810 

270,871 

.  816 
80,826 

.  820 
800,870 

.  480 

19,80 
464-460 

.  850 
877,087 
187-189 
404,416 
611,  646 
11.480,608 


404, 


Bayley  Fry  . 

Bean  porridge 

Bears  228, 2&,  237, 238, 251 

Beavers 

meadow  pond 

meadows 
Bedell.  Capt.  Timothy 
Bedsteads     .       • 
Beech  hill      . 

District 
Beef  cattle  sold  to  British 
Boll        .... 
Berry  brook  . 

brook  road 
Bills  paid  in  produce 
»ii-ds      .... 
Bishop,  Enos 
Bixby,  Beni. 

Dudley  C. 

George     .       .  878, 

James  M. 

Joseph 466 

Mososn.  .    400,541,648 

Samuel  B.  456, 48IM88, 608 

Black  brook,  (see  Mlkaaeota.) 

bill 264 

uit 18,10,008 

Blacksmiths 604 

Blanch ard.  Col.  Joseph   98,  ISO,  187, 188 

Biased  paths Ill 

Blind  raan*s  bnff ....    801, 300 
Blo<1gctt,  Jared  8.  .    486,408 

BiuelUdge 888,886 

Block  Houses 100 

Blowing  a  horn 868 

Boating  on  the  Asqnamohamauke  .    101 

Bobbins 608 

Boodv,  Rev.  Joseph   .       .     864,806,488 

Books 400 

Law     .       •       .       .       .    860,898 

Town 860 

Boundary  lines  .  •     .**??I 

fonda  .  n.  Sn,  836, 880, 5U-61& 
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Bartlatt,  Cluu.  H. 
Dr.  Ezra 

Dr.  Jotiali 

Basiiara     .  .    . 

liaskcU . 

Baichelder  brook 
CoUon 
Capt.  Daniel 
l»aUh 


BaUloa 


John  8. 
Reuben 
Stephen 
Wartl  C. 


I  •  •  •     voJI 

au  n,  3a»-aa6,a8D 

4U5,  400,  &37 

167  tt,  171,  I7H,  lilO 

i77,32>l 

43,  40  M,  ftl 

.    600 

1» 

.    606 

22»,M0,  977,9n,S37 

nri,4IO 


»S,  SaO,  SCI,  3SM 

.  asi 

«W,  £11,  .T» 

llonuiuiciou  .    ilU 

Hunker  kill      .       .       .       .    ittS 

for  ofllce  ....    no,  SU 

Indian  44, 0, 00.  <i7,  kS,  01 

Knijrht  with  a  bear  .    SU 

by  Rocers'  rangers  .    UO 

of  St.  Francis        ...    145 

Bounties  for  falling  trees  .       .       .    Stt 

for  grist-mill  .   S4I 

for  killing  Indians  75 

for  killing  wild  animals    .    371 

lor  saw-iuill  £17, 210 

for  seUlcrs  .       .     ISW,  107,  tH 

for  sohlicro  .       .     MO,  285,  S07 

Bowen,  I'cter.     .  .     IW,  117 

Bowles,  Charles  .      «5,  tBSO,  307,  413,  4 II 

Lot tm 

Bows,  Indian  ....  n.  35 
Boynton,  Joseph  .    807,480 

Thomas       ....    350 
Dr.  Worcester  E.      .    540, 051 
Bradstreet,  Col.  Dudley     ...     70 
Bracey,  Chas.  F.  .    000,611 

Brainard,  Daniel     ■  .  n.  211 

Brick 504 

Bri(1)rcs 34.V-:tl8 

Brkllu  paths  ....  IHli,-..'ia 
Uruaii  arrow  mark  .       .     18l»  .liS 

Uroadheud,  He?.  John       .        .     803,  ,UJS 

Hrock,  Biily 4^*0 

Hrooktf    .  .^       .        .    'iM,38l,  417 

Hrowo,  Frederick       .       .        .       .407 

Je^s^e ^Ki 

Riirnham,  Josiah  .  .  321,339,413 
Burning  a  piece  *  .  .  .  .  218 
Burning  oi'  Juines  Aiken's  house  .  245 
Bums.  Dr.  ICobert  321,  355,  n.  406,  538 
Btirnsidc,  Thunias      .        .        .        .    lUO 

Burialif n.  40 

Burying  ciotli M:\ 

K round  .        .        27,  2U5,  Xti),  4.S7 

Burton,  A  uioH      ....     40-^,41.') 

Butler,  Cupt.  \Ym.     2*^4,  240,  211,  277,  27U 

2U6,  3U2,  a.n,  3:W,  n.  341,  352,  ■JtS3,  365,  .•W7 

Button  or  play 309 


a 


rail,  Phillip  . 
Cauip-nieeting 
Canal 
(.'a noes   . 
Captuius 

Captives  67,  88-08,  106,  108,  118,'  127|  13:1 
treatment  of  by  Indians  .     46 


.    127 

.     3«C-3«U 

319,443-147 

u.  30 

207,301,517 


Cardigan  MooBtafai 
Carding  mUl 
wool 
CariUm  .       . 

( *^rr  Mt.  18-20, 182, 247-351, 
(■ascatlos  uu  llerry  brook 
on  Ore  hill  brook 
Casualties 
Catamount  . 


216, 
108,100.  lOS, 


107 


Census  . 
Centennial    . 
Ceutre  district     . 
Certilcate  money 
Clmirs    . 
Charter . 
(/'harkisiou  (U>nT0iiiion 

disirict 
Chonsten,   . 
CiiBino 
Chnmology  . 
Churches 
Chler  miU     . 

Clapboard  and  ahingtumill 
Clark  Amos  . 

Daniel . 

Stephen  K. . 

Thomas    22B,  277,  279,  286,  298,  SS7 


!«. 


296,898,481 

a.  2«,SM 

Ifi7,ftl9 


.    818 
389,601 


41» 
Mi 


420,425,608 

n.4W,6atft,6S8 

.    478 

18 


Clearing,  flrst  one       ....    2I0 
firstroad 

Clement  Amos 

Cel.  Benjamin 
Daniel  Q. 
Ephraim 
Hill        .       . 
Jameo     .  83, 461-468, 498-488, 518 
Den.  Jonn.     .     216, 261, 886, 888 
Jonathan      226, 260, 284, 848, 887 
Joseph    .       .      83,488,604,668 
Mosea  H.      237,  Ul,  n.  348, 886 
-307.  406,  n.  427,  440, 456-458,  601 
Olmdiah     33,  222,  2%,  207,  270 
N.  1281,  20:1, 2U7-:iU», .t.'U, .-CM,  346 
-348,398,441-440.606 
party       .  .     278,334,848 

Iteuben  .  .  225, 264,  27V.  2«3 
Uusaell  K.  821,  a.  380,  420,  483 
William  ....     480HU2 

Clerk,  proprietors       ....    178 
Town         ....     278.632 

Clifford,  Absalom 

Doi*athy  .    a6l-.353 

ld.iao  ....  270, 280 
Hon.  Nathan  n.  280 

Kcubcn ....  423,  4*^4 
Kuel  Bela     ....    500 

Uusscil  F 321 

Tiumlliy  «.  .tSO,  551 

Wiilinm  ....  5U0 
Mrs.  Zachariah    .  .    434 

Climate 20 

Cluugh,  Amos 654 


AraosF.  210,480,500,514,502,509 


Coinmbus, 
Capt.  Jeremiah 
Didtrict   . 
Jonathan 
Nathaniel    355,  n. 
430, 
School-house . 
WlUlam  .      . 


480 
92 
.  320 
210.406 
387,  410,  N.  42S 
404,  475,  M.  490 
210 
466 


UdIiI  brook   . 

Colleclora  or  Mxai 
College  gnduMei 


CninmltlMarBiinitT  Mlt-aoi), Z»,  W1^18; 

b>liilUGiiro..ri>n<i|wr.    JK.' 

c™da;™,orci™t.r  >« 

,  171,  istIjoo 

Conatltntion 

'.  ':^<s 

SiSl    : 

jo«.3in.3!m 

Copp,OP|.rn..     ■.■        : 

JoKlMin  .■1»,«.JBS. 

CnUun,  DikHi"   II.       . 

Snil.ll.;   ■!   . 

.    in.  m 

'.     IB-KJ 

Crnlge,  .M'^.n-ivr      . 

^'""'iH:'^',,.-' 

CUUmiU  TQAI'    ' 

KmiirlR  A. 

Davis  bV"^ 


W,3tt,  130,131, .tie 


.l-.l»p  , 

■  IwnT 


Uow,  Eifklel  .    3I[,  AM 

Jsmei,  3I7.310,3U,SM,43«.U>,B» 

■loiinthan s«2 

Ooi.  sicTPDK  M.  in,  ail,  fl.  4n,MT 

Dran* 7«9,XII«a3 

llrnwiimorinti   ....     IK.aiH 
lin-iMii WT 


nntr.h  nnttnn 

B. 

.     Ml,  SN 
.        .        .    Ill 

Earlji  irulcre 

™i;i. 

,     2B3,  KB,  ^9* 

KilKar,  Jamra 
KduciUi'Hi     . 

RnToU  tin  apnalla 


;.  3ni.Mn,  4ix-.n) 


K*cn«,  ItoT.  KilwanI . 
Hergt.  ItaiM  . 

Kxhibitlniia _._ 

KxMillUDniagalnMliidlani   It-Tt.K-m 
B8-ai,  «a,W,  <" 
to  WarrcD  IBI,  lio,  lll- 


rii<rbMk>,  Cai>t.  Jabai 


HIBIOKT  or  TAHRKK. 


uuia<ti«ais*i— 


(ililoii  tiinw    .      03,31 


Ft!lluw*.JouiilIiau      .  m 
■loaepb  . 

*  aaiDuei . 

Flrv-|i[iica     . 
rirea     '.       .       .        . 
firm  luid  ia  Uw  world 
Fl*l.o»   .       .       .       ? 
Kuliliig .        .       .        .M, 

riHko,t;bii«.A.   . 

Fi.k.  Will.  II. 
Ktniiilari,  HuidiivI 

Cs|>t.  tlleiiliro 


KloudvocHl  compuij . 


IVtitlvrorlii   . 


.  30,  ns.D.i 


VowllUK 

FniglovB  men.™,,       .        .       .     

Fuxua i»i,  nn.aie 

frieeivlll  DiiutlBla        .       .     3i'l,  ItS-tHI 

French, Dr.  AI|>fionioG.  .    3Ki,4<4l,»38 

Dnriil  A.       ...   B3g,(Wl 

Dr.DnTidU.  311,403, 481, MM, al2 

U»,M6 

Joliii  .     3111.  BIS 

juiu|iii   .      .      .    ■i»i,i<a.t«i 


-Bo-li    •    . 

.   3n,a» 

ro  .        .  Jv,  ij,  lij,  iw 

1,  isi,iM,a4S,aoi,u9,ai4 


Ureeler,  Col.  Jona. 


Ilitrliuard.  J 
[Ini-ucfacs 
[farrimtn,  K 


"iKliwnjB'iiri'o/ori    . 


tlnlmon,  RcT.  SnlllTin 
II   ^niiia,  llnmiibiu 
ll..nulii,<'nlcb     .       . 
lira.  Caleb    . 


Unnlern'  rnmii     . 

"■■  llloow 

llnntiiiK  I.V  Inillnr 

lIuntlnR 
IturriciinF     . 

llmwk  . 
nilU     . 
Haikln;  hna 
Hntehlna.  Uordon 


3,  V»,i3S,mi)-iM 
.  .   IMI,  MB 

ck  ^    SB,  va 


g;a™  : 

.  H.  » 

fSS^^ 

iiM«-.2«,.»-iu 

I^BKllB           . 

:    :    *'-'^ 

»:::'"«" : 

.     .     .    w 

■b'Vl'lH 

.  M-fin,M,iis 

Tinir     .         20, 

*V:!kV^m:^a 

In  Wnma  . 

M,IT.J3.&,«H 

JMkton,  irr.  Cbu 

JoNelVn.-lohn.dant. 

•      M. 

n,M, 

KI1.B'.  \V.««I«       ....     III.  IW 

Kiin|>|i,  Artliiir BIJ 

Knight,  Dclaor IM 


Un.  Skmncl . 


Ladd,  Cn|>l.  Daniel  .  .  .  .  t 
TniBWortlij  ....!( 
Lanil  glTen  to  dotUerc  11l,m,ZEl,l: 
irlTculflCnl.UreeltT  .  ,  ll 
glirentnPlilllipiWtalte  .  ll 
JllTen  to  Mchool*     .       .       .    S' 

Lane,  Col. Chan 4T3,  S 

Ijiwlwnk 3H,  a 

lAWKIiila  M3, 31B,  ast ,  WMM,  4i 


Library nn 
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